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China’s direct investment 
in the United States 
fell last year to its 
lowest level since the 
Great Recession, even 
before the coronavirus 
pandemic shut 
down much of global 
commerce. A report out 
yesterday found that 
China’s direct investment 
in the U.S. dropped from 
$5.4 billion in 2018 to 
$5 billion last year, the 
lowest level since the 
recession year of 2009. 

China New coronavirus 
clusters have been 
reported in Wuhan city 
- where the virus first 
emerged - and the north-
eastern province of Jilin 
in China. Wuhan reported 
five new cases yesterday, 
after confirming its first 
case since 3 April on 
Sunday. Authorities said 
the small cluster of cases 
were all from the same 
residential compound. 
The National Health 
Commission reported 17 
new cases, seven of them 
imported.

China  More than 82,000 
third-year middle school 
students went back to 
classes in China’s capital 
Beijing to prepare for their 
high school entrance 
exams. Students must 
show valid health codes 
and tracking records of 
their travels over the past 
14 days on the mobile 
phones to gain entry to 
their schools. 

Sri Lanka’s government 
asked state and private 
sector workers to resume 
work yesterday after 
a nearly two-month 
coronavirus lockdown. A 
24-hour curfew was lifted 
on the island, except 
for two main districts 
that include Colombo. 
Restaurants, liquor 
stores, clothing stores 
and gyms also remain 
closed. Buses and trains 
will only transport those 
going to work.
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PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
TO RESUME CLASSES 

FROM MAY 25

Hong Kong in talks with Macau, mainland authorities on easing travel restrictions
TRAVEL BACKLOG
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leaves 
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China
Maxim Bessmertny’s latest film is 
an eye into the freelancer life
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200 ‘wealthy households’ 
moved out from 
subsidized housing

In 2019, over 200 households moved out from 
government-subsidized apartments due to 
their growth in incomes, according to Chan Wa 
Keong, head of the Public Housing Department 
of the Housing Bureau (IH). Currently, 90% of 
the residents living in government-subsidized 
apartments are exempted from rental payment. 
Ten percent of the households recorded an 
income double that of the maximum income. 
In 2019, IH carried out 1,100 inspections at 
government-subsidized apartments. In 18 
cases, the bureau proceeded with administrative 
procedures because the households violated 
certain policies. Six people (one for each 
case) were disqualified and moved out of the 
apartments. The remaining 12 people are still 
involved in IH legal procedures. The bureau has 
allowed the concerned individuals to provide an 
explanation for the violation in order to continue 
living in the apartments. They will see their 
contracts revoked should they fail to provide a 
legitimate explanation.
 

Allowances available 
for pupils in Guangdong 
in October

In October, the SAR government will hand out 
the education allowances for pupils studying in 
Guangdong, according to a statement released 
by the Executive Council yesterday. Eligible 
students must have been enrolled in Guangdong’s 
kindergarten, primary school, middle school or 
high school as of March 31 of 2020. The tuition 
allowance ceiling is 8,000 patacas for kindergarten 
students, and 6,000 patacas for students in 
primary school, middle school and high school. 
Different subsidy amounts are available for 
students to buy school essentials. For kindergarten 
and primary school levels, the subsidy is 1,450 
patacas. The allowance for middle school and high 
school is 1,700 patacas. Starting from October, 
DSEJ will transfer the subsidies as a once off 
payment to parents and legal guardians of eligible 
children. The students must not have received the 
subsidies for the academic year of 2019/2020.
 

Macau New Neighborhood 
construction expected in Q3

The construction of the “Macau New 
Neighborhood” in Hengqin, is expected to start 
in the third quarter of this year. The office for the 
Secretary for Transport and Public Works replied 
to an interpellation by lawmaker Song Pei Kei on 
the matter by disclosing the projected schedule. 
On April 9, the mainland and Macau signed the 
agreement regarding the concerned land plot. 
The city’s urban renewal company will pay for 
a residential development project in Hengqin 
designed to accommodate Macau residents. 
According to the local government’s earlier 
statement, the Macau government-owned urban 
renewal company will develop the project. With 
floorage of 422,000 square meters, the project 
will provide 3,800 housing units at below-market 
prices for qualified Macau residents only. In 
addition to businesses and parks, the integrated 
community will have public support facilities built 
in accordance with Macau criteria and standards 
related to medical treatment, education, and 
community services.

EDUCATION

Primary schools to resume 
classes from May 25

Hospital visits reinstated, with limitations
RENATO MARQUES

VISITS to hospitalized 
patients at the Conde 

de São Januário Hospital 
Center (CHCSJ) have been 
reinstated as of yesterday, 
although several restric-
tions will remain in force, 
the Health Bureau (SSM) in-
formed in a statement.

According to the sta-
tement, the measure co-
mes following the easing 

RENATO MARQUES

LOCAL primary school 
level students will be 

back in classes from May 
25, the government annou-
nced yesterday during the 
daily press conference of 
the Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination 
Center.

The news follows the re-
sumption of classes for high 
school students, which has 
taken place under a phased 
approach this month.

According to Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau 
(DSEJ) Chief of the Depart-
ment of Education, Wong 
Ka Ki, the return to classes 
for primary education stu-
dents will be done in two 
phases. On May 25, the 
classes will resume for the 

of some restrictions put in 
place to curb the outbreak 
of Covid-19. The statement 
noted that authorities are 
requesting a gradual roll-
back of these restrictions 
in order to ensure the heal-
th and safety conditions of 
Macau.

For the time being, visi-
ting hospitalized patients 
has been reinstated be-
tween 6 p.m. and 8 p.m. dai-
ly, and access to the wards is 

students from primary year 
levels four to six, followed 
by the resumption of clas-
ses from primary year one 
to primary year three one 
week later, on June 1.

Wong said that the de-
cision was based on the 
results so far obtained by 
the class resumption for se-
condary school levels that 
started on May 4 and have 
“been generally working 
well with all classes running 
smoothly and all requested 
measures been enforced,” 
adding that this is the “ade-
quate time for the primary 
level to resume too.”

Wong also noted that be-
sides the primary schools’ 
resumption, from May 25, 
study and activities centers 
are expected to reopen in 
addition to continuing edu-

restricted to a maximum of 
two visitors at once.

The SSM took the same 
opportunity to urge mem-
bers of the public not to visit 
newborns or children under 
six years of age.

From yesterday, the CH-
CSJ also reinstated access 
to the CHCSJ External Con-
sultation Building thorough 
the ground floor door.

Previously enforced mea-
sures continue to be in for-

cation centers.
Questioned on whether 

the kindergarten and spe-
cial education levels wou-
ld resume this school year, 
Wong admitted they may 
remain closed. 

“We do not exclude the 
possibility that the classes 
[from those levels] will not 
resume this school year,” 
he said. He noted that for 
the time being, the condi-
tions to allow those levels 
to restart have not yet been 
met.

Wong also said that ac-
cording to the regulations 
put in place regarding Co-
vid-19, if parents disagree 
with the return of their chil-
dren to school for any par-
ticular reason, they could 
request that their children 
remain absent from class 

ce, including the mandatory 
use of facemasks for all peo-
ple, including patients, visi-
tors, and hospital workers, 
as well as body temperature 
measuring and the presen-
tation of the “Macau Health 
Declaration” (now replaced 
by the Macau Health Code).

The SSM also reminded 
that all those who are una-
ble to present the health 
declaration should go to the 
CHCSJ lobby reception.

on the grounds of the epi-
demic.

Wong said that all hy-
giene and safety measures 
are being put into place 
and granted by the school 
institutions, adding that 
Macau’s stock of masks for 
children is sufficient and 
schools have also acqui-
red some in case a student 
loses or damages the fa-
cemask during the school 
day.

Questioned about the so-
-called “courtesy program” 
– under which some insti-
tutions are helping families 
whose children’s class acti-
vities have not resumed but 
have no way to take care of 
their children - Wong said 
that so far the DSEJ has re-
ceived a request for help 
from 2,800 students.

The class resumption of junior secondary education yesterday
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THE Macao Public Library has laun-
ched the new mobile application “My 

Library”, which includes functions such as 
reserving and renewing library items and 
searching for items in the library catalogue.

Through the mobile app, residents 
can access library resources and servi-
ces, including viewing the status of che-
ckouts, reserved, loaned and overdue 
items, fines, and checkout history.

Residents can also reserve or return 
books and audio-visual materials at the 
self-check machines or reception coun-
ters, using their Electronic Library Card 
available in the app.

The Cultural Affairs Bureau said in a 
statement that the launch of the app was 
a response to the government’s electro-
nic service initiative. 

The city’s public libraries reopened to 
the public on March 2 after being closed 
for over a month due to the pandemic 
outbreak.

However, only the newspaper and 
periodicals reading areas, and the book 
lending and reservation services were in 
operation.

The multimedia rooms, children’s rea-
ding areas, Macao Collection Room, rea-
ding areas, self-study rooms, and group 
discussion rooms of the library are still 
closed to the public. LV

 ad

IC launches 
new app for 
library users

DSEJ online study platform to 
help schools to launch September
JULIE ZHU

T
HE Education 
and Youth Affairs 
Bureau (DSEJ) 
is establishing a 

centralized online study 
platform for local schools 
to use. According to DSEJ 
Director Lou Pak Sang, 
who said he expects the 
platform to launch this 
September, the platform 
will serve to improve the 
quality of Macau’s online 
teaching. 

Yesterday, many of the 
city’s pupils returned to 
campus for the first time 
since the end of January 
when the SAR government 
announced school suspen-
sion amid the Covid-19 ou-
tbreak.

In the course of the last 
four months, students of 
all educational levels were 
supposed to continue their 
studies at home. One of the 
study methods was stu-

dying through an online 
education platform. 

Educational institu-
tions, especially tertiary 
ones, built online study 
platforms for teachers to 
deliver lectures to students 
remotely. For non-tertiary 
levels, the local govern-
ment released self-edu-
cation materials to local 
parents. The materials 
include voice recordings 
and videos prepared by re-
levant teachers. The local 
government suggested that 
parents supervise their 
children’s self-education at 
home. 

Even though few secon-
dary schools built online 
education platforms, the 
outcome of these indepen-
dently designed and ma-
naged platforms by each 
school has not pleased the 
DSEJ head. Some local pa-
rents also complained that 
they did not have the time 
to teach their children at 

home. 
Lou commented that 

online study platforms in-
dividually built by schools 
themselves have demons-
trated widely varying de-
grees of effectiveness. 

According to Lou, a spe-
cifically designed and ma-
naged platform is almost 
certainly the best solution 
to minimize the differen-
ces in results between edu-
cational institutions.

In a reference to the 
experience of Macau’s 
neighboring regions, the 
DSEJ’s centralized, or “uni-
fied” platform, as Lou cal-
led it, is believed to assist 
all schools to lecture “un-
der the same conditions.” 

As for Macau’s nei-
ghbors, the mainland Chi-
nese government has de-
signed and managed on-
line studying platforms, 
whereas Hong Kong has 
not.

In mainland China, such 

study platforms are admi-
nistered by the local educa-
tion authority and schools 
mandatorily take part in 
it. The online teaching 
platforms allegedly aim at 
providing equal education 
opportunities for all, and 
the content prioritizes pa-
triotic education.

The actual design of Ma-
cau’s online study platform 
is yet to be revealed. The 
DSEJ Director only clai-
med that his department 
will strive to provide more 
online study resources.

Currently, the bureau is 
preparing a public tender 
for the platform. Lou es-
timated that the platform 
will cost several million 
patacas.

The principal of Macao 
Sam Yuk Middle School, 
Simon You De Xu, has al-
ready endorsed the DSEJ 
project, having stated that 
online studying is the futu-
re trend.
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From left: Maxim Bessmertny, Mi Lee and Jorge Vale

Maxim Bessmertny’s latest film is 
an eye into the freelancer life

CRIME

Police bust document forgery group
ANTHONY LAM

A n operation that has 
been counterfeiting vi-

sitor arrival documents since 
July 2019 has been uncove-
red by the Public Security Po-
lice Force (PSP), the bureau 
announced yesterday.

Last Tuesday, the PSP an-
nounced that it arrested a 
suspect, surnamed Chan, for 
manufacturing and selling 
fraudulent arrival paper slips. 
After questioning Chan, the 
police obtained intelligence 
that another suspect, aged 
36 and surnamed Lam, was 
part of the operation.

According to Chan’s 
confession, he received 
fake slips from Lam, who 
later confessed his role in 
the alleged crime. In Lam’s 
statement, a 33-year-old 
mainland Chinese tourist 
surnamed Zhang, was said 
to have acted as the broker.

When the police inter-
cepted Zhang, they were 
told that the suspect was 
staying at a hotel room in 
Cotai. Reaching the room, 
the police officers disco-
vered two more men insi-
de, both of whom were on 
overstaying condition and 
has been offered accom-

modation by Zhang.
The duo were surna-

med Du and Feng. Du’s 
permission to remain in 
Macau ended on April 
5, while Feng’s ended on 
April 8. Zhang had met the 
two at a casino in Cotai 
where he initiated conver-
sation. Du and Feng told 
him that they had no place 
to stay, and Zhang offered 
to allow them to stay in a 
room.

Without an official visa 
or permission to remain 
in Macau, no tourist is le-
gally able to get hotel ac-
commodation.

To facilitate the manu-
facturing of the slips, Zhang 
rented a place on the Guia 
Hill, according to Lam’s sta-
tement. At the location, PSP 
officers discovered some 
computer equipment, a 
photocopy machine for do-
mestic use and a commercial 
printer.

In addition, the police dis-
covered copies of fraudulent 
arrival slips. A total of 11 co-
pies – eight intact on a piece 
of A4 paper and three sepa-
rate ones – were confiscated 
by the police as evidence.

The police discovered 
that many of the previou-

sly confiscated fraudulent 
arrival slips were similarly 
poorly printed as was the 
recently discovered batch of 
slips, leading them to draw a 
connection between the two 
incidents. From July last year 
until this case, more than 20 
of these slips have been con-
fiscated.

Both Feng and Du were 
charged with overstaying in 
Macau, while Feng was given 
an extra charge of purcha-
sing and possessing fraudu-
lent documents.

CAR OWNER 
‘STEALS’ OWN CAR

In an unrelated case also 
reported yesterday, a car ow-
ner stole his own car from 
a repair workshop in an at-
tempt to evade paying for 
the repair service.

The 30-year-old lo-
cal, surnamed Fong, had 
sent his car for repairs at a 
workshop before it was fixed 
on April 30. The owner of the 
workshop gave Fong a bill 
for MOP14,600.

Fong claimed to the ow-
ner that a family member 
would collect the car and 
settle the bill that afternoon. 
But two hours after their 
conversation, the workshop 
owner discovered that the 
car had disappeared, so he 
called the police. Under 
questioning, Fong confessed 
that he was unable to settle 
the bill so he surreptitiously 
took the key of his car and 
drove it away. 

The police also discove-
red that Fong was under a 
court-ordered driving sus-
pension.

DANIEL BEITLER

AFTER months of 20th anniver-
sary fever in Macau, there is 

a welcome respite in Maxim Bes-
smertny’s The Handover (2020), 
which is neither a salute to the 
1999 transfer of sovereignty from 
Portugal to China, nor really has 
much to do with it.

Best known for his narrative 
short film Tricycle Thief (2014), the 
local director’s latest film premie-
red at Cinematheque Passion on 
Friday night in what became the 
arthouse’s first major screening 
event since the coronavirus struck 
in late January.

His comedy short is moving day 
for a Portuguese-Chinese couple, 
who must get their affairs in order 
before the landlord of their spa-
cious Coloane apartment arrives 
for an inspection. Their carefully 
devised plan falls apart in comedic 
fashion as everything that can go 
wrong does go wrong.

Despite its name, The Handover 
doesn’t dwell on the handover. 

Instead, as the local director pro-
tests to the Times, it is a snapshot 
of the present. “I am talking [in this 
film] about right now; the situation 
today. That’s what cinema should 
be,” he said.

The well-paced plot peppe-
red with references to millennial 
Macau lifestyle went down well 
with Macau’s small audience of 
art and culture socialites invited 
to the premiere. Like Bessmertny, 
this motley crew of freelancer fil-
mmakers, artists and other crea-
tive types may identify with Jorge 
Vale’s character, ‘Miguel’, a strug-
gling musician who notes that if all 
else fails, he can “always find work 
with the casino.”

“The character of Miguel is si-

milar to anyone in the arts indus-
try – going through all these jobs, 
doing one after the other. Doing 
gigs you don’t want so that you can 
finally make the album you want,” 
Bessmertny told the Times on the 
sidelines of the premiere.

That reality may be changing 
in Macau. The cultural and creati-
ve industries have seen top-down 
support from a government keen 
to drive economic diversification 
in very specific sectors. Still-new 
Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng wan-
ts to restart these efforts, though 
it remains unclear whether he will 
be as fond of the arts as his prede-
cessor.

“Why not? Why can’t this be an 
industry?” asks Bessmertny. “A lot 
of the filmmakers in Macau were 
trained outside in film academies 
in Hong Kong, Taiwan, Singapo-
re, New York… you have talented 

people with experience in serious 
productions. Why not take things 
a little more seriously and get se-

rious producers to come here with 
their projects?”

The Handover stars three lea-

ding characters of three nationa-
lities. Actors Jorge Vale and Mi Lee 
play the young couple (“madly in 
love” as Mi jokes in a post-scree-
ning interview), while Fabio Ari 
Calangi, who makes his acting de-
but, is the agent-cum-translator 
on whose shoulders move day is 
made possible.

Vale and Mi are professional ac-
tors, but Vale works as a radio disc 
jockey and Mi takes jobs as a mas-
ter of ceremonies. Both talk about 
the need to branch out into diffe-
rent entertainment sub-genres. 
Both talk about the importance 
social media.

In a joint interview with the Ti-
mes, the duo said their multiple 
roles were less about money and 
more about the need to develop an 
entertainment personality.

“In Macau – and elsewhere in 
the future – I believe this is the 
trend,” said Vale. “It’s not about 
being the best at something, but 
about being able to adapt and do 
new things.”

That rings true for Bessmertny 
as well, who says that “a filmmaker 
in Macau needs to be the leader, 
the director, the writer… some-
times the editor too.” It wouldn’t 
hurt, he adds, to ask for help from 
the outside once in a while.

Cinematheque Passion to reopen 
in August after renovation
AFTER renovation works scheduled for July, 

the Cinematheque Passion is expected 
reopen to the public this August, possibly under 
a new operator. 

Macau Association of Audiovisual CUT, whi-
ch has operated the arthouse since its opening 
in March 2017, will see its management contract 
expire this June, association president Albert Chu 
informed the Times last weekend. According to 
Chu, the Association has already bid for the next 
tender and is waiting for the result.

Secretary for Social Affairs and Culture Ao 
Ieong U issued a six-month temporary contract 
to the association within days of taking office last 

December. Reportedly, the contract to operate 
the arthouse had been due to expire sooner than 
the tender could feasibly be arranged.

Chu also said that the reopening of the cine-
ma since the Covid-19 outbreak was brought un-
der control was “good for us but it’s also good for 
audiences in Macau. Since we reopened, a lot of 
people have come here to watch movies because 
the other [mainstream] cinemas are still closed.”

The current preventive measures in force at 
the arthouse include spacing cinema-goers at 
least one seat apart, requiring the use of health 
declarations, face mask wearing, and the reading 
of body temperatures. DB
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While the pandemic 
has brought negative 
effects to society and 

the economy, Sands 
China has continued 
welcoming SMEs of 

different types and sizes

A 
local small and 
medium enterpri-
se (SME) has been 
actively collabora-

ting with Sands China Ltd. to 
supply necessary products 
during the coronavirus pan-
demic, as the gaming operator 
continually seeks to alleviate 
and support local enterprises 
despite the ongoing health 
and economic crisis. 

In the early stage of the 
pandemic, Sands China nee-
ded to procure a large quan-
tity of masks and searched for 
appropriate suppliers in its 
database. 

Local firm Naija Industries 
Limited proactively contacted 
the gaming operator to inform 
them that they could supply 
facemasks to the group as the 
city was facing a shortage. 

An affiliated company of 
Naija based in Fujian produ-
ces masks and has obtained 
accreditation from the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) and therefore meets in-
ternational standards.

Since there was a shortage 
of masks globally, the com-
pany changed its other pro-
duction lines to manufacture 
face masks. 

“As a result, we received 
orders totalling 500,000 face 
masks placed by Sands China 
and we delivered the goods 
within a short period of time, 
thereby making our contribu-

tions to not only the enter-
prise but also the city in the 
fight against the pandemic,” 
said Chan Kin Choi, General 
Manager of Naija Industries 
Limited.

Given that the pandemic is 
not yet over, Sands China still 
needs to procure a large quan-
tity of masks to increase in-
ventory, and Naija is one of its 
major mask suppliers.

The local SME’s collabora-
tion with Sands Chi-
na came about as a 
result of the gaming 
operator’s continual 
search for local su-
ppliers, heeding the 
government’s call 
to increase procu-
rement with local 
SMEs. 

It was in 2015 
when Sands China 
took the lead in coo-
perating with the 
Macao Chamber of Commerce 
to launch the company’s SME 
Supplier Support Program-
me and established an online 
platform to attract interested 
SMEs to potentially become 
one of its suppliers. 

The programme is part of 
the Sands China’s supplier re-
lationship management stra-
tegy, which guides its long-s-
tanding effort to support local 
suppliers, whom it views as its 
strategic partners.

Sands China’s Local Su-

pplier Support Programme is 
the first programme of its kind 
in Macao – a pioneering initia-
tive that helped spearhead in-
dustry efforts to support local 
SMEs and “buy local.”

Thus, Naija Industrial Li-
mited filed its application via 
Sands China’s online platform 
in 2017. After the bidding pro-
cedures and internal evalua-
tion, the gaming operator 
worked with Naija and passed 

them some small-value procu-
rement orders, which mainly 
involved producing souvenirs 
and other products for its de-
partments.

Through this collaboration, 
the local firm provides custo-
mized products, such as fabric 
bags, eco-friendly shopping 
bags, wristbands, employee 
identification cards and sou-
venirs.

“At first, we started the col-
laboration with small-volume 
orders and Sands China has 

gradually increased its pur-
chases, which now accounts 
for around 20% of our overall 
business volume,” said Chan.

“Being a large enterprise, 
Sands China pays a great deal 
of attention to procedures, 
workflow and mutual com-
munication with a conscien-
tious and meticulous attitude. 
Other enterprises now have 
more faith in us after lear-
ning of our collaboration with 

Sands China,” the 
executive added.

In addition, the 
SME also participa-
tes in the practical 
training program-
mes launched by the 
Sands Procurement 
Academy, seeking to 
gain deeper knowle-
dge of business ope-
rations and enhance 
its competitiveness.

Sands China un-
derstands that all industries 
have been put under great 
pressure amid the pandemic. 
Thus, the gaming operator has 
paid cash for all its procure-
ment in advance so that SMEs 
can provide products and ser-
vices to Sands China without 
any financial worries.

Gaming operators have 
been continuously supporting 
and increasing procurement 
from SMEs and Sands China 
welcomes SMEs to contact 
them via its online platform.

Cathy Lo, Assistant Pro-
curement Manager of Sands 
China’s Procurement & Supply 
Chain commended Naija for 
providing quality products and 
quick delivery, and says the 
SME has no problem in tailo-
r-making products for clients.  
“We have received positive 
feedback from our user de-
partments. Naija is also willing 
to accept orders for small 
amounts or urgently needed 
supplies. In view of the smoo-
th cooperation, Sands China 
has gradually increased its 
procurement amount tenfold 
compared with that of the ear-
ly period,” Lo explained.

Furthermore, while the 
pandemic has brought nega-
tive effects to society and the 
economy, Sands China has 
continued welcoming SMEs 
of different types and sizes to 
initiate contact.

Specifically, Sands China re-
commends that SMEs proac-
tively give an in-depth intro-
duction to all of their services 
and products, and to provide 
Sands China with their latest 
product information. 

According to the gaming 
operator’s procurement team, 
a quick response to procu-
rement orders and prompt 
delivery of quality products 
during the pandemic would 
help an enterprise’s chances 
of establishing long-term coo-
peration with Sands China.

Sands China works with local SME 
to provide pandemic relief
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Financial 
Intelligence 
Office valid for 
two more years 

The validity of the Financial 
Intelligence Office has been 
extended for two years from 
August 8 this year, as announced 
in a Chief Executive Dispatch. 
The office, which was inaugurated 
in 2006 under the Secretary for 
Economy and Finance and was, in 
2018, transferred to the Secretary 
for Security, is responsible 
for “collecting, analyzing and 
providing [to competent 
agencies] intelligence related to 
money laundering and terrorism 
financing.” The inauguration of 
the office was made necessary to 
comply with international actions 
against terrorism and money 
laundering. According to the 
laws of Macau, there is usually a 
period of validity for such offices, 
which normally have a project-
based nature. The validity is often 
extended.

Certain taxation 
relief measures 
formalized

Some of the special tax exemption 
and return measures earlier 
announced by the Chief Executive 
at his first Policy Address have 
been discussed and formalized 
by the Executive Council (ExCo), 
as announced in the Official 
Gazette. The special arrangement 
is part of the city’s Covid-19 
economic relief policies. First, 
rentals for government-owned 
commercial spaces from February 
to April will be waived. Second, 
licensing and related fees will 
be waived this year for some 
venues and occupations, such 
as hotels, food-and-beverage 
outlets, saunas, cinemas, 
theaters, tour guides, auditors and 
accountants, insurance agents, 
real estate agents, taxi drivers 
and tour guides. Third, certain 
administrative fees will be waived. 
Fourth, taxis can enjoy free-of-
charge parking at the West Parking 
Lot of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
Macau Bridge. Finally, the validity 
of taxi drivers’ licenses will be 
extended for six months.

Cigarette butts 
likely cause of 
Nam Van fire

A podium area at a building next 
to the Nam Van Lake caught fire 
on Sunday, believed to be caused 
by lit cigarette butts, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) announced. That 
evening, the PJ received a referral 
from the Fire Services Bureau 
regarding a suspicious fire above 
the McDonald’s Restaurant near 
the Lake. The fire started at a pile 
of about 10 flat carton boxes and 
spread to cause burn marks to the 
glass panels of the restaurant’s 
storage area. Due to the heat, the 
glass cracked. Inspectors from the 
PJ discovered cigarette butts on 
site and have decided to further 
investigate the case.

Borders busy as non-resident 
workers crowd for Covid-19 tests 

HK in talks with Macau, mainland 
on easing travel restrictions

JULIE ZHU, 
RENATO MARQUES

A large number of non-resi-
dent workers who wished 

to carry out the nucleic acid test 
queued up at the Taipa Ferry 
Terminal, according to a state-
ment released by the Novel Co-
ronavirus Response and Coor-
dination Center.

At 9 a.m. yesterday, there 
were about 600 people in the 
queue. Some of the people had 
no appointment while others 
only had an appointment for 
the afternoon. In view of this 
situation, the Center reminded 
that any individual wishing to 
take the test must first make an 
appointment online. The Center 
also said that there is no need to 
arrive at the test location earlier 
than the appointment time.

The test site only has capa-
city to accommodate people 
whose appointment is within 
the next hour of their arrival. 
Others must wait outside the 
test zone.

The Center reiterated that 
non-resident workers in Macau 
without a Zhuhai hukou or re-
sidence card are not exempted 
from the 14-day isolation by the 
relevant Zhuhai entity. 

Starting from yesterday at 6 
a.m., qualified Zhuhai workers 
can enter Macau and be exemp-
ted from the 14-day quarantine. 
With each Covid-19 test only 
remaining valid for seven days, 
workers on both Zhuhai and 

Macau sides have to make an 
appointment to have a new test 
every week.

Considering the cost and 
trouble, many Zhuhai workers 
are reportedly choosing to tem-
porarily live in Macau.

According to a report by 
TDM, several interviewed 
Zhuhai workers who crossed 
the Border Gate to Macau are 
temporarily lodging in Macau, 
assisted by their Macau em-
ployers.

Some Zhuhai workers still 
choose to travel between the 
two cities on a daily basis be-
cause they need to take care of 
their relatives in Zhuhai. 

Meanwhile, a representati-
ve of the Public Security Police 
Force (PSP), Ma Chio Hong, no-
ted that the activity at the Bor-
der Gate checkpoint has grown 
significantly since the early 

hours of yesterday because of 
increased crossing by non-resi-
dent workers from Zhuhai.

According to the figure cited 
by the officer, from midnight 
until 4 p.m. yesterday (May 11), 
the immigration officers regis-
tered a total of 9,701 entries to 
Macau and a total of 6,577 exi-
ts, accounting for increases of 
49% and 37% respectively when 
compared to the previous day.

Non-resident workers from 
Zhuhai registered a significant 
hike of 1,500% on entries to 
Macau (907) and an even hi-
gher 2,000% increase in exits 
(1,781) when compared with 
the previous day. 

Doctor Alvis Lo, from Conde 
de São Januário Hospital Cen-
ter said that on May 10, ahead 
of the opening of the border for 
these workers, Macau health 
authorities performed a total 

of 4,892 nucleic acid tests. Such 
tests are part of the require-
ments for these workers to be 
able to cross the border to and 
from Zhuhai without under-
going a medical observation 
that would last for six to eight 
hours. 

When asked if the lifting of 
restrictions would apply soon 
for non-resident workers from 
other regions of China or fo-
reigners, Lo said that lifting of 
restrictions is being conside-
red on a case-by-case basis and 
only applies to the places that 
have attained a safe and stab-
le situation regarding the Co-
vid-19 outbreak.

“The cities of Zhuhai and 
Macau have at the moment 
very similar situations regar-
ding the disease status and that 
is why we decided to lift some 
restrictions to Zhuhai,” Lo said.

LYNZY VALLES

THE Hong Kong go-
vernment is currently 

in talks with Macau and 
mainland authorities on 
lifting some of the travel 
restrictions in place be-
tween the three regions.

The news was disclo-
sed by Hong Kong Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam in 
an exclusive interview 
with Ta Kung Pao news-
paper, as cited in an 
RTHK report.

The mandatory 14-
day quarantine measure 
discourages residents of 
the three regions from 
traveling. Lam hopes that 
an agreement can be rea-
ched by the end of this 
month. 

Until last Friday, the-
re was no way for Hong 
Kong and Macau resi-
dents to travel directly 
between the cities due to 
the closure of ferry ser-
vices and buses opera-
ting on the Hong-Kong- 
Zhuhai Macau Bridge. 

The shuttle bus service 
operating between Ma-
cau and Hong Kong via 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau Bridge only re-
commenced operations 
last weekend, a month 
after being suspended. 
However, previously 
announced travel and 
quarantine measures for 
local residents, non-resi-
dent workers and tourists 
are still in place.

Since late March, the 

Macau government has 
imposed various quaran-
tine measures and other 
restrictions for tourists 
and residents upon arri-
val to the region.

Currently, Chinese 
nationals who are non-
-resident workers and 
are living in Zhuhai are 
allowed to enter the SAR 
under restrictive mea-
sures, which are still in 
place.

Since yesterday, 
Zhuhai-based blue card 
holders can enter Ma-
cau without having to go 
through mandatory qua-
rantine if they have tested 
negative for the virus and 
if their health code results 
show a green QR code.

Although Macau resi-

dents have always been 
allowed to enter, they are 
still obliged to undergo 
a 14-day quarantine at 
a government-designa-
ted hotel. Non-resident 
workers who are from 
mainland China (except 
Hubei), Hong Kong and 
Taiwan are also allowed 
to enter, following the 
same quarantine measu-
res.

Hong Kong has simi-
lar measures for persons 
arriving at the HKSAR 
from all places outside 
China since March 18.  
Under their regulations, 
all persons having stayed 
in overseas countries 
and territories specified 
in a general notice in the 
Hong Kong government 

gazette for any period 
during the 14 days pre-
ceding arrival in Hong 
Kong, regardless of na-
tionality and travel do-
cuments used, will be 
subject to compulsory 
quarantine measures for 
14 days.  

The regulation will 
take effect for three mon-
ths.

Macau Chief Executi-
ve Ho Iat Seng previou-
sly announced that he 
planned to request that 
the central government 
extend its issuance of visa 
permits for mainlanders 
from other Chinese cities 
to travel to Macau.

Currently, the Indivi-
dual Visit Scheme, whi-
ch was launched in July 
2003 to help boost Hong 
Kong and Macau’s eco-
nomy following the SARS 
outbreak, is allowed for 
residents of 49 mainland 
cities, many of which are 
in Guangdong province. 
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TALE OF TWO OUTBREAKS

Singapore tackles a costly setback
EILEEN NG, KUALA LUMPUR

W
EEKS after two of 
his roommates 
were diagnosed 
with COVID-19, 

Mohamad Arif Hassan says he’s 
still waiting to be tested for the 
coronavirus. Quarantined in 
his room in a sprawling foreign 
workers’ dormitory that has 
emerged as Singapore’s biggest 
viral cluster, Arif says he isn’t too 
worried because neither he nor 
his eight other roommates have 
any symptoms.

Still, the 28-year-old Bangla-
deshi construction worker cou-
ldn’t be blamed if he were more 
than just a bit concerned.

Infections in Singapore, an af-
fluent Southeast Asian city-state of 
fewer than 6 million people, have 
jumped more than a hundredfold 
in two months — from 226 in mi-
d-March to more than 23,800, the 
most in Asia after China, India and 
Pakistan. Only 20 of the infections 
have resulted in deaths.

About 90% of Singapore’s ca-
ses are linked to crowded foreign 
workers’ dormitories that were 
a blind spot in the government’s 
crisis management. Arif’s dorm 
complex, which has 14,000 beds, 
accounts for 11% of total infec-
tions, with over 2,500 cases.

This massive second wave of 
infections caught Singapore off 
guard and exposed the danger of 
overlooking marginalized groups 
during a health crisis. Despite 
warnings from human rights ac-
tivists as early as February about 
the dorms’ crowded and often un-
sanitary living conditions, no ac-
tion was taken until cases spread 
rampantly last month.

Singapore’s costly oversight 
was also an important lesson to 
other countries in the region with 
large migrant populations. Nei-
ghboring Malaysia recently an-
nounced mandatory coronavirus 
testing for its more than 2 million 
foreign workers after dozens were 
diagnosed with COVID—19.

The slip-up highlighted Sin-
gapore’s treatment of its large 
population of low-wage foreign 
workers, who play an integral part 
in the economy but live on the 
fringes in conditions where so-
cial distancing is impossible. The 
misjudgment was also an embar-
rassment for Prime Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong’s government ahead 
of a general election anticipated 
in the next few months that is ex-
pected to be the last for Lee, who 
has led Singapore since 2004 and 
is planning to retire soon.

Singapore’s nanny state gover-
nment, which won global praise 
for its meticulous contact tracing 
and testing in the early stages of 
the crisis, quickly moved to con-

tain the problem by treating the 
flare-up in the dorms as a separa-
te outbreak from that in the local 
community, a policy that some 
say is discriminatory.

The government shut schools 
and nonessential businesses is-
land-wide on April 7. So-called 
“safe distancing ambassadors” 
were recruited to remind people 
to wear masks and stay at least a 
meter apart from each other in 
public places, or face heavy pe-
nalties. 

Meanwhile, all construction si-
tes and dorms were locked down 
and foreign workers largely con-
fined in their rooms. More than 
10,000 foreign workers in essential 
services were moved to safer sites 
to reduce crowding, and testing 
was ramped up to include people 
with no symptoms.

In Arif’s S11 Punggol dorm — 
advertised as the cheapest in Sin-
gapore — police have mounted a 
24-hour patrol of the 13 multico-
lored housing blocks located in 
the island’s northeast.

Arif, who was sharing a room 
with 11 other workers, said one 
of them was moved to an army 
camp in early April to help ease 
overcrowding. Shortly afterward, 
another roommate was hospita-
lized with a fever, and on April 17 
another was isolated with light 
symptoms, with both testing po-
sitive for the coronavirus. 

Arif said he hasn’t been tested 
yet because thousands of residen-
ts of his dorm will probably have 
to be tested. But he said he was 
comforted by Singapore’s top-no-
tch medical facilities and its rela-
tively low number of deaths from 
the virus.

He gets food delivered to his 
room, free Wi-Fi on his cellphone 
and, most importantly, he said the 
government has pledged that the 
workers’ salaries will be paid.

“I am not worried because the 
government is taking good care 
of us like Singaporeans,” said Arif, 
who has lived in Singapore for se-
ven years. “Right now, we take our 
temperature twice a day, try to stay 
a meter apart from each other and 
constantly use hand sanitizer.”

Once belittled as a tiny red dot 
on the global map, Singapore has 
relied on overseas workers to bui-
ld infrastructure and help power 
its growth into one of the world’s 
wealthiest nations.

Some 1.4 million foreign 
workers live in the city-state, ac-

counting for 38% of its workforce. 
At least two thirds are low-wage, 
transient migrants from across 
Asia performing blue-collar jobs 
that locals shun, such as construc-
tion, shipping and maintenance, 
as well as working as maids.

Roughly 250,000 of the mi-
grants live in 43 privately run dor-
mitories mostly tucked away in 
the outskirts far from Singapore’s 
stunning skyscrapers and luxury 
malls. Workers sleep in bunk beds 
in rooms usually packed with 12 
people, sometimes up to 20, with 
a required minimum living space 
of 4.5 square meters per person. 

Another 120,000 migrant labo-
rers live in factory-converted hos-
tels or temporary facilities at work 
sites, where conditions are some-
times even more dismal.

Most of Singapore’s migran-
ts earn between 500 and 1,000 
Singapore dollars ($354-$708) a 
month.

Since last month, the govern-
ment’s infection data has sepa-
rated foreign workers’ cases from 
those among the general popula-
tion. Although cases continue to 
rise among foreign workers, in-
fections have decreased in the lo-
cal community. The government 
plans to gradually reopen the 
economy today before island-wi-
de restrictions end June 1, eager 
to show that it has remedied the 
situation and that measures have 
worked. AP
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The British Government has given the green light to 
plans to convert Stansted into London’s third airport.

President of the Board of Trade Douglas Jay told the 
House Of Commons that the small airfield in Essex would 
become the site for a £47m international airport by 1974.

Announcing the decision following the conclusions of 
a White Paper, Mr Jay said the verdict had been reached 
“after very careful consideration”.

There had been considerable support for an alternative 
site on the Isle of Sheppey in Kent but Stansted was even-
tually selected by an inter-departmental committee.

The cost of developing Stansted, where there was al-
ready an airport with a 10,000ft runway, would be far 
cheaper than building a new airfield from scratch.

But Mr Jay said that the government had carried out a 
thorough re-examination and was satisfied that Stans-
ted, though by no means ideal, was the best area for the 
airport.

Under proposals in the White Paper, the current airfield 
will be extended from 800 acres to 2,500 acres and once 
operational will include two parallel runways for superso-
nic and jumbo jets.

On top of the £41m development, another £6m will be 
allocated for road and rail access.

When the new travel facilities are completed it will take 
70 minutes by road using the M11 and 45 minutes by rail 
to reach the airport from central London.

The development will also create jobs for over 20,000 
people.

But 20 schools and a hospital will have to close and arou-
nd 7,000 houses will be exposed to high levels of noise.

Peter Kirk, MP for Saffron Walden, objected to the de-
velopment and said the decision would be received with 
“deep resentment and bitterness in his constituency”.

But Mr Jay said: “We realise there will be regret in the 
neighbourhood but this is inescapable wherever the air-
port is placed.

“No matter where the airport is sited, there will be a dis-
turbance to some people who live and work in the area.”

Farmers also objected to the development on the grou-
nds that it would lead to the loss of good agricultural land.

The National Farmers Union said: “From an agricultural 
point of view, few if any sites could be more disastrous.

“The government has opted for the easy and unima-
ginative course in preference to the realistic and bold 
planning for which we had hoped.”

Mr Jay defended the proposals and said that compen-
sation would be “arranged in the normal course of com-
pulsory land purchase.”

He said that Stansted would begin operating scheduled 
services from next year.

Improvements to all three of London’s international 
airports including Gatwick and Heathrow, would cost 
£100m.

Courtesy BBC News

1967 StanSted to become
   London’S third airport

In context

The decision to build Britain’s third airport at Stansted came 
against a background of 10 years of discussion.
More than 3,000 people from towns and villages in north 
Essex and east Hertfordshire took part in a rally in the weeks 
following the announcement.
The airport’s first terminal building opened in 1969 and was 
expanded a year later to handle a growing number of holiday-
makers.
In 1979 it was, once again, designated as London’s third air-
port.
In 1984, the government approved a plan to develop Stansted 
in two phases, involving both airfield and terminal improve-
ments that would increase the airport’s capacity to 15 million 
passengers per year.
Construction of the current terminal building began in 1986 
and was completed in 1991.
In February 2005, the High Court gave the go-ahead for fur-
ther expansion at either Stansted or Luton airports.
The “Stop Stansted Expansion” group is campaigning against 
a second runway.

this day in history

Restart or re-stop? 
Countries reopen amid 
second-wave fears
P

LASTIC spa-
cing barriers and 
millions of masks 
appeared yesterday 

on the streets of Europe’s 
newly reopened cities, as 
France and Belgium emer-
ged from lockdowns, the 
Netherlands sent children 
back to school and Spain let 
people eat outdoors. 

All faced the delicate 
balance of trying to restart 
their battered economies 
without causing a second 
wave of coronavirus infec-
tions.

Fears of infection spikes 
have been borne out over 
the past few days in Ger-
many, where new clusters 
were linked to three slau-
ghterhouses; in Wuhan, the 
Chinese city where the virus 
started; and in South Korea, 
where a single nightclub 
customer was linked to 85 
new cases.

With yesterday’s partial 
reopening,  the French did 
not have to carry forms 
allowing them to leave their 
homes. Crowds formed at 
some metro stations in Pa-
ris, one of France’s viral hot 
spots, but the city’s noto-
rious traffic jams were ab-
sent and only about half the 
stores on the Champs-Ely-
sees were open.

Hairdressers in the city 
planned to charge a fee for 
the disposable protective 
gear they will have to give 

to customers. Walk-ins will 
be a thing of the past, said 
Brigitte L’Hoste, manager of 
the Hair de Beauté salon.

“The face of beauty will 
change, meaning clients 
won’t come here to relax. 
Clients will come because 
they need to,” said Aurelie 
Bollini, a beautician at the 
salon. “They will come and 
aim at getting the maxi-
mum done in the shortest 
time possible.” 

In Greece, Smaragda 
Petridou was out buying 
beauty products.

“Look, I’m not afraid to 
go in when the protection 
measures are being adhe-
red to,” she said. “We’ll 
shop. What can we do? So 
the shops can survive, too.”

In Germany, gyms reope-
ned in the most populous 
state, but authorities there 
and in France have warned 
that a rise in the daily num-
ber of infections could lead 
to new restrictions..

In South Korea, the go-
vernment pushed back hard 
against new infections, hal-
ting the school reopenings 
that had been planned for 
this week and reimposing 
restrictions on nightclubs 
and bars. It is trying to track 
down 5,500 people who had 
visited a popular Seoul en-
tertainment district by che-
cking credit-card transac-
tions, cellphone records and 
security camera footage.

Roughly half of Spain’s 47 
million people shifted into 
a softer version of the coun-
try’s strict confinement, be-
ginning to socialize, shop in 
small stores and enjoy out-
door seating in restaurants 
and bars. Its biggest cities, 
Madrid and Barcelona, re-
mained under lockdown as 
the country reported the 
lowest numbers of corona-
virus-related deaths and in-
fections since March 17.

In Belgium, Brussels’ 
City2 shopping mall reope-
ned, and “everyone was im-
patient to open their shops, 
see their customers, so it is 
a relief despite the tremen-
dous work they did to adapt 
their shops, to create paths 
with entries and exits for 
customers,” said manager 
Jurgen De Gelas.

Nearby, Omar Marrakchi 
bought a television.

“When I enter a shop, I 
thank every shop owner,” 
he said. “I thank them and 
I wish them good luck be-
cause we all have to be uni-
ted and just a small ‘thank 
you,’ a small ‘good luck,’ is 
not much, but if everybody 
does it and follows the ru-
les, we should be all right.”

In Britain, Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson announ-
ced a modest easing of the 
country’s lockdown  but ur-
ged citizens not to squander 
the progress made. Some 
people, however, were con-

fused as the government 
shifted its slogan from “Stay 
at Home” to “Stay Alert.” 
Scotland, Wales and Nor-
thern Ireland stuck with the 
old motto.

People in jobs that can-
not be done at home “shou-
ld be actively encouraged to 
go to work” this week, John-
son said. He also set a goal 
of June 1 to begin reopening 
schools and shops if Britain 
can control new infections. 
Johnson himself is the only 
world leader to suffer a se-
rious bout of COVID-19.

“We will be driven not 
by mere hope or economic 
necessity,” he promised. 
“We’re going to be driven by 
the science.”

At London’s Waterloo 
train station, not everyone 
was convinced.

“I am nervous about 
going back, because I have 
a family and they have been 
isolating since the start. I 
feel like I am now putting 
them at risk,” said Peter 
Osu, 45, who was returning 
to work at a construction 
site.

In the U.S., Trump ad-
ministration officials spoke 
optimistically about a rela-
tively quick rebound from 
the pandemic — but then 
announced that Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence is “self-iso-
lating” after an aide tested 
positive. Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin predicted 
the American economy will 
rebound in the second half 
of this year from unemploy-
ment rates unseen since the 
Great Depression. 

India reported its biggest 
daily increase in coronavi-
rus cases yesterday as it pre-
pared to resume train servi-
ce to ease a lockdown that 
has hit migrant workers and 
their hungry families espe-
cially hard. AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Side; 5- Trail; 8- School orgs.; 12- La Scala solo; 13- Member of the 

nobility; 15- Big swallow; 16- Nobleman; 17- Island off Venezuela; 18- Commedia 
dell’___; 19- Joint schooling of both sexes; 22- Cushion; 23- Historical period; 24- 
Trumpet accessory; 26- Solitary; 29- Sick; 31- Velvet finish?; 32- Alleviates; 34- 
Admit; 36- Reformer Jacob; 38- Honshu port; 40- Wheel parts; 41- Cornerstone 
abbr.; 43- Had dinner at home; 45- PBS benefactor; 46- Lose; 48- Scribe; 50- 
Gregory Peck role of 1956; 51- Chem., for one; 52- Kernel; 54- Tepid; 61- Not “fer”; 
63- Egyptian peninsula; 64- Bang-up; 65- Ruse; 66- Stub; 67- Group of individual 
facts; 68- Mozart’s “___ kleine Nachtmusik”; 69- Sugar amt.; 70- Geraint’s lady;
 
DOWN: 1- Baby powder; 2- Switch back?; 3- Yorkshire river; 4- Infuriate; 5- 
Pasternak heroine; 6- Stuck, after “in”; 7- Mongolian desert; 8- Links org.; 9- 
Oil derived from the resin of pine trees; 10- Neighbor of Sask.; 11- Floored it; 
13- Codfish; 14- Model Campbell; 20- 
Impulse to act; 21- Without value; 25- 
Stadium section; 26- Quake; 27- Formal 
admission into society; 28- Short literary 
composition; 29- Crooked; 30- Private 
Pyle; 31- Before, poetically; 33- Chow 
down; 35- Code-cracking org.; 37- Scarf; 
39- Floating craft; 42- Drab; 44- Pleasing; 
47- Vast chasm; 49- Vehement speech; 
52- Neck part; 53- Wrinkly fruit; 55- Big 
East team; 56- Responsibility; 57- Pack 
firmly; 58- Haunted house sound; 59- 
Opposed; 60- Heavy metal; 62- TV’s 
“Science Guy”;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Every day offers a new 
opportunity and a new set of  
choices to make, and this day is 
no different. If  you want to make 
a change, make it. Stop working 
so hard to come up with excuses.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You might be comfortable with 
the way things are, but you 
should keep yourself  open to 
experiencing something new. Try 
to inject a more diverse cultural 
influence into your daily life.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
A lot of  energy could be coming 
at you today and push you in 
many different directions at once. 
All of  this gusty force is coming 
from people who may not have 
your best interests at heart.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You know that something new and 
wonderful can get started today, and 
you have no interest in wasting any 
more time thinking about it. You’re 
ready to move, so that should be the 
thing you focus on today.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Use your charm to convince 
any hesitant folks to get into 
the swing of  things, and if  
they still don’t want to play, ask 
them to come up with their own 
suggestions.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Get ready for an unexpected event 
to clear a lot of  stress from your life. 
A particularly loud and abrasive 
personality has been making more 
frequent appearances, much to 
your annoyance.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re in a very receptive frame 
of  mind and will be able to 
appreciate the best aspects of  
everything you try. Not everything 
will be a new favorite, but you can 
learn more about what you like.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You’re ready to challenge 
yourself, and you should. It’s 
only when you expect the best 
out of  yourself  that you have 
a chance to make yourself  
proud.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Whatever you do today, you’ll 
be able to put your special mark 
on things. All you have to do is 
speak your mind in your usual 
clever way. Don’t be intimidated 
by anyone.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Let go of  worry and have 
faith in what’s going on. 
After a few more days of  this 
uncomfortable feeling, check 
in again on what the game 
plan is.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Today could be full of  signs and 
affirmations that you’re on the 
right path despite what other 
people may say. Even if  you feel 
unsure about the next steps, it’s 
all part of  the process.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’re especially tuned in to the 
rhythms of  different cultures 
and beliefs, and you’re ready to 
incorporate important insights. 
This is a day for celebration, 
emancipation, and education.

  Aquarius Pisces
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streamed into Shanghai 

Disneyland as the theme park 
reopened yesterday in a high-
-profile step toward reviving 
tourism that was shut down by 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

The House of Mouse’s expe-
rience in Shanghai, the first of 
its parks to reopen, foreshadows 
hurdles global leisure industries 
might face. Disney is limiting vi-
sitor numbers, requiring masks 
and checking for the virus’s tell-
tale fever. 

China, where the pandemic 
began in December, was the first 
country to reopen factories and 
other businesses after decla-
ring the disease under control 
in March even as infections rise 
and controls are tightened in 
some other countries. 

“We hope that today’s reope-
ning serves as a beacon of light 
across the globe, providing hope 
and inspiration to everyone,” the 
president of Shanghai Disney 
Resort, Joe Schott, told reporters. 

Tourism has been hit espe-
cially hard by controls impo-
sed around the world that shut 
down airline and cruise ship tra-

vel, theme parks and cinemas. 
Disney blamed a 91% plunge in 
its latest quarter profit on $1.4 
billion in virus-related costs.

Shanghai Disneyland and Dis-
ney’s park in Hong Kong closed 
on Jan. 25 as China isolated ci-
ties with 60 million people to try 
to contain the outbreak. Tokyo 
Disneyland closed the following 
month and parks in the United 
States and Europe in March. 

China has allowed shops and 
offices to reopen but is keeping 
cinemas, bars, karaoke parlors 
and other businesses closed. 

Disney guests, some wearing 
Mickey Mouse ears, and chil-
dren in Little Mermaid, Mulan, 
Minnie Mouse and Snow White 
costumes were checked yester-
day for fever at the park gate 
and then walked down nearly 
empty lanes as employees wa-

ved to them. The company’s 
signature tune, “When You Wish 
Upon a Star,” played over louds-
peakers. 

Decals on sidewalks and at li-
nes for attractions show visitors 
where to stand to keep them-
selves separated. The company 
said rides will be limited to one 
group of visitors per car to keep 
strangers apart. 

The company said its plans 

were based on the experien-
ce of Disneytown, an adjacent 
shopping and entertainment 
facility that reopened earlier in 
the 1,000-acre Shanghai Disney 
Resort. 

Advance reservations are re-
quired and visitors are assigned 
times to enter. The company 
said earlier guest numbers will 
be limited to one-third of the 
usual daily level of 80,000 at the 
start and will gradually increase. 

“Excited about the opening 
of the gate!” people in the first 
group of guests shouted as they 
entered the park at 9:30 a.m. 

Shanghai Disneyland, which 
opened in 2016, is a joint ventu-
re between Walt Disney Co. and 
a company owned by the Shan-
ghai city government. Disney 
has a 43% stake in the Shanghai 
Disney Resort, which includes 
the theme park, two hotels and 
Disneytown. The resort said ear-
lier it attracted about 12 million 
guests last year and a total of 66 
million since it opened. 

Disney, headquartered in 
Burbank, California, said some 
outlets in Disney Springs, a 
shopping, dining and enter-
tainment complex attached to 
the Disney World theme park in 
Florida will reopen this month. 
The company has yet to to set a 
date for reopening Disney Wor-
ld or its other parks worldwide. 
MDT/AP

Shanghai Disneyland reopens 
with anti-virus controls
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THE ARCHITECT OF ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 

Jagger, Dylan react to death of Little Richard
L

ITTLE Richard, one of the 
chief architects of rock ‘n’ 
roll whose piercing wail, 
pounding piano and 

towering pompadour irrevocably 
altered popular music while intro-
ducing black R&B to white Ame-
rica, died over the weekend after 
battling bone cancer. He was 87.

Pastor Bill Minson, a close 
friend of Little Richard’s, told The 
Associated Press that Little Richard 
died Saturday morning. His son, 
Danny Jones Penniman, also con-
firmed his father’s death, which 
was first reported by Rolling Stone.

Bill Sobel, Little Richard’s attor-
ney for more than three decades, 
told the AP in an email that the 
musician died of bone cancer at 
a family home in Tullahoma, Ten-
nessee. 

“He was not only an iconic and 
legendary musician, but he was 
also a kind, empathetic, and insi-
ghtful human being,” Sobel said. 

Born Richard Penniman, Little 
Richard was one of rock ‘n’ roll’s 
founding fathers who helped sha-
tter the color line on the music 
charts, joining Chuck Berry and 
Fats Domino in bringing what was 
once called “race music” into the 
mainstream. Richard’s hyperkine-

tic piano playing, coupled with his 
howling vocals and hairdo, made 
him an implausible sensation — a 
gay, black man celebrated across 
America during the buttoned-
-down Eisenhower era. 

He sold more than 30 million 
records worldwide, and his in-
fluence on other musicians was 
equally staggering, from the 
Beatles and Otis Redding to Cree-
dence Clearwater Revival and Da-
vid Bowie. In his personal life, he 
wavered between raunch and re-

ligion, alternately embracing the 
Good Book and outrageous beha-
vior and looks - mascara-lined 
eyes, pencil-thin mustache and 
glittery suits.

“Little Richard? That’s rock ‘n’ 
roll,” Neil Young, who heard Ri-
chard’s riffs on the radio in Cana-
da, told biographer Jimmy McDo-
nough. “Little Richard was great on 
every record.” 

It was 1956 when his classic 
“Tutti Frutti” landed like a hand 
grenade in the Top 40, exploding 

from radios and off turntables 
across the country. It was highligh-
ted by Richard’s memorable call of 
“wop-bop-a-loo-bop-a-lop-bam-
-boom.” 

A string of hits followed, provi-
ding the foundation of rock music: 
“Lucille,” “Keep A Knockin’,” “Long 
Tall Sally,” “Good Golly Miss Molly.” 
More than 40 years after the latter 
charted, Bruce Springsteen was 
still performing “Good Golly Miss 
Molly” live.

The Beatles’ Paul McCartney 

imitated Richard’s signature yelps 
— perhaps most notably in the 
“Wooooo!” from the hit “She Loves 
You.” Ex-bandmate John Lennon 
covered Richard’s “Rip It Up” and 
“Ready Teddy” on the 1975 “Rock 
and Roll” album. 

“I just heard the news about Li-
ttle Richard and I’m so grieved. He 
was my shining star and guiding 
light back when I was only a little 
boy. His was the original spirit that 
moved me to do everything I wou-
ld do,” Bob Dylan tweeted.

When the Rock and Roll Hall 
of Fame opened in 1986, he was 
among the charter members with 
Elvis Presley, Berry, Buddy Holly, 
Jerry Lee Lewis, Sam Cooke and 
others. 

“It is with a heavy heart that I 
ask for prayers for the family of my 
lifelong friend and fellow rocker 
Little Richard,” said Lewis, 84, in 
a statement provided by his pu-
blicist. “He will live on always in 
my heart with his amazing talent 
and his friendship! He was one of 
a kind and I will miss him dearly. 
God bless his family and fans.”

Mick Jagger called Little Richard 
“the biggest inspiration of my ear-
ly teens” in a social media post. 
MDP/AP
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Hong Kong police arrest more 
than 200 in renewed protests

More than 200 people were arrested during anti-government 
protests in Hong Kong on Sunday night, police said yesterday, 
as authorities seek to prevent a revival of last year’s massive de-
monstrations, including through the application of anti-social 
gathering regulations intended to contain the coronavirus ou-
tbreak.

Around 230 people between the ages of 12 and 65 were arrested 
on a range of charges, including unlawful assembly, “possessing 
anything with intent to destroy or damage property” and failure 

to produce proof of identity, police said in a statement.
Another 19 people were ticketed for having violated the Preven-

tion and Control of Disease Regulation, which prohibits gathe-
rings of more than eight people in any public space, the state-
ment said. At one point, police used pepper rounds to disperse 
people who had surrounded officers, it said.

“Police condemn protesters for disregarding the Government’s 
disease prevention and control measures, and participating in or 
organizing prohibited group gatherings,” the statement said.

OPINION
Our Desk
Lynzy Valles

New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern announced a 
plan to reopen the economy 
and schools over the next 
10 days. Social distancing 
rules will apply, and social 
gatherings will be limited 
to 10 people at events like 
weddings and funerals. The 
nation’s borders will also 
remain closed. Retail stores, 
malls, restaurants, hair 
salons and gyms can reopen 
Thursday, and people can 
take domestic flights. 
Schools will reopen from 
next Monday; bars, from 
May 21. 

South Korea has delayed 
the reopening of schools 
by a week after health 
authorities found scores of 
new coronavirus infections 
linked to club goers. Before 
discovering the new 
cases, the country had 
relaxed social distancing 
guidelines and scheduled 
the reopening of schools, 
starting with high school 
seniors tomorrow. 

India reported its biggest 
daily increase in cases 
yesterday as it prepares 
to gradually resume train 
service while easing its 
virus lockdown. India’s train 
network was halted in late 
March as a lockdown was 
imposed on the country 
of 1.3 billion people. When 
service restarts today, 
passengers must wear 
masks and pass health 
screenings before being 
allowed to board trains. 

USA Vice President Mike 
Pence (in the background) 
is self-isolating after an 
aide tested positive for 
the coronavirus last week. 
An administration official 
says Pence is voluntarily 
limiting his exposure. He has 
repeatedly tested negative 
for COVID-19 since his 
exposure but is following the 
advice of medical officials.
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To give or not to give
The ongoing petition for non-resident workers 

to also receive the 3,000 patacas e-voucher has 
reached nearly 2,800 signatures as of press time.

The petition was started to call on the govern-
ment to support blue card holders with consumer 
vouchers – similar to the support given to local 
residents.

The petition started in mid-February when the 
government announced that it would issue a 
3,000 pataca consumption e-voucher to Macau 
citizens in a bid to boost the local economy.

The measure – currently in its first phase - is bu-
dgeted at 2.2 billion patacas.

The move excludes blue card holders, many of 
whom (as I see online) describe the selective de-
cision as unfair. 

I do not want to comment on whether the distri-
bution of the vouchers was unfair or not – I’d pre-
fer to believe that not all classes in society should 
have been given the voucher – but that is another 
argument.  

Many have already signed the petition, surpas-
sing the initial goal of 1,000 signatures.

We live in a city in which laws and regulations 
are not really for non-residents, sadly. Yet at some 
point it makes sense, as local residents of a certain 
city should always be prioritized.

It may seem almost impossible that the peti-
tion’s call will be heeded by the government, but 
baby steps like this are such a significant step for 
non-resident workers’ voices to be heard.

“Because we do have the financial capability, 
Macau should shout out in example and support 
the blue cards with the consumer voucher be-
cause they support this community and are part 
of the rich mix of cultural identity!” the petition 
noted.

“They are the ones doing some of the hardest 
jobs and with very low income. They too can help 
stimulate the local economy with this showed 
appreciation from our government. They deserve 
this support no matter their nationality!” it added.

After the launch of this campaign, I heard seve-
ral non-resident workers expressing hope that the 
campaign will actually come to pass.

Many of them have encouraged their friends to 
sign the petition with high hopes that they would 
also be given 3,000 patacas in a form of an elec-
tronic card.

“This is important because we also live here and 
I am on no work no pay leave and we need to pay 
house rent and buy food,” commented one who 
signed the petition.

“As I’ve spent my 15 years in Macau, I think the 
government should at least share some benefits 
for me as I spend 50% of my salary here just like 
the locals,” said another. 

Several hundred blue card holders are currently 
jobless due to the impact of the pandemic.

Many local residents are jobless as well but non-
-residents workers are in a very difficult situation. 

There are over 200 Indonesian migrant workers, 
over 600 Filipino and some 150 Vietnamese blue 
card holders who are currently on unpaid leave, 
which makes it extremely difficult for them to 
continue living in an expensive city.

I passed by the Philippine General Consulate 
yesterday and dozens of the Philippine workers 
were lining up to submit their application for its 
cash aid program. 

Those qualified will be able to receive a one-ti-
me amount of USD200 in financial assistance, as 
part of the Philippine government’s measures to 
support its migrant workers.

But what about those Vietnamese or Indonesian 
communities who do not have any consulate in 
the city to financially assist them?

The question remains largely on how the city 
can show its support and acknowledge these “ex-
cluded” parts of society while ensuring that they 
look after local families, and hotel and food and 
beverage operations. 

Grant Bowie 
resigns from MGM 
China top posts
MGM China Holdin-

gs Chief Executive 
Officer and Executive Di-
rector, Grant Bowie, will 
leave his position at the 
company effective May 
31, the casino operator 
unveiled in a filing with 
the Hong Kong Stock Ex-
change (HKEx).

In the filing, the casi-
no operator revealed that 
Bowie had “decided not 
to extend his contract and 
elected to step down ear-
lier to match with his per-
sonal retirement plans.”

Grant Bowie, who’s 
been in Macau since 
2003, will remain as Exe-
cutive Director for an 
undetermined handover 
period. Bowie will also 
continue in an advisory 
role through December 
31, 2022, the note to the 
HKEx says.

“Mr Bowie has confir-
med that he has no disa-
greement with the board 
and there are no other 
matters in relation to his 
retirement… which need 
to be brought to the at-
tention of the sharehol-
ders of the company,” no-
ted the filing.

Before joining MGM 
China in 2008, 62-year-
-old Bowie held a similar 
position at Wynn Macau, 
the local subsidiary of 
Wynn Resorts.

Currently, MGM China 
operates two casino com-
plexes in Macau, namely 
MGM Macau on the pe-
ninsula, located adjacent 
to the Mandarin Oriental, 
Macau and Wynn Macau, 
as well as MGM Cotai, 
situated between Sands 
Cotai Central and Wynn 
Palace on the Cotai Strip.

Locally, Bowie is known 
for being friendly and 
approachable with staff 
at MGM China. The HKEx 
highlighted Bowie’s ex-
pression of gratitude to 

MGM China’s team over 
the years he has served at 
the local company’s helm.

From dragon boat ra-
cers and race spectators, 
the Times has learned that 
Bowie normally stayed at 
the race venue for enti-
re days to support MGM 
China’s teams, as long as 
they remain in the race. 
The dragon boat races will 
return next month as one 
of the first events in Ma-
cau to be staged since the 
coronavirus outbreak in 
late January. AL

Au premier temps de la valse. The French began leaving their homes and apartments 
for the first time in two months without permission slips as the country cautiously 

lifted its lockdown.

AP Photo/Christophe Ena  THE DECISIVE MOMENT


