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North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un convened a key 
military meeting to discuss 
bolstering the country’s 
nuclear arsenal and putting 
its armed forces on high 
alert, state media reported 
yesterday, in Kim’s first 
known public appearance 
in about 20 days. “Set forth 
at the meeting were new 
policies for further increasing 
the nuclear war deterrence 
of the country and putting 
the strategic armed forces 
on a high alert operation,” 
said the Korean Central 
News Agency.

India Authorities began 
clearing roads and 
assessing damage on Friday 
after Cyclone Amphan 
barreled through coastal 
communities in eastern India 
and neighboring Bangladesh, 
killing more than 100 
people and leaving millions 
displaced. The West Bengal 
state bore the brunt of the 
storm that caused extensive 
flooding in its capital Kolkata.

Australia Six million 
Australians have 
downloaded a smartphone 
app that helps health 
authorities trace coronavirus 
infections, officials said 
yesterday. Federal Health 
Minister Greg Hunt said the 
COVIDSafe app is playing 
a strong role in Australia’s 
response to the pandemic. 
If a user is diagnosed, the 
app works to identify other 
users who have been in close 
proximity for 15 minutes or 
more in the previous three 
weeks.

Poland Police on Saturday 
called on a small protest by 
business people to disperse 
because of a ban on large 
gatherings and the need to 
keep social distancing amid 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
The protest, demanding an 
end to an anti-COVID-19 
lockdown, was attended 
by a few dozen people in 
downtown Warsaw. It was led 
by an independent candidate 
in Poland’s trouble-ridden 
presidential election.
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Macau elites report Beijing’s 
proposal received warmest applause

SPANISH RETAIL GIANT 
SEEN TO CLOSE THREE 

BRANDS IN MACAU

Hong Kong opposition forces ended weeks of social distancing to mount 
their latest display of resistance, this time against their greatest threat yet

ROARING BACK
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Hong Kong protests back after China tightens    grip on city

Head of lawyers association ‘saddened’ by Beijing bill
JORGE Neto Valen-

te, head of the Macau 
Lawyers Association, ex-
pressed his sadness about 
Beijing’s move to make 
national security legisla-
tion at the level of the Na-
tional People’s Congress, 
rather than at the territo-
rial level.

Valente was not con-
vinced that bypassing the 
Hong Kong Legislative 

Council in the legislation 
would be an effective way 
to calm the social unrest 
in the city. Additionally, 
he pointed out that there 
was no such stipulation 
in the city’s Basic Law, the 
mini constitution that go-
verns the SAR.

He used the example 
of Macau criminalizing 
breaches of national se-
curity in 2009 to demons-

trate his views. “Certain 
laws that govern acts of 
treason, separation, inci-
tement of rebellion, over-
throwing one’s own coun-
try and theft of national 
secrets are within the 
authority of a Special Ad-
ministrative Region,” the 
veteran lawyer was quo-
ted saying by Portuguese 
public broadcaster Radio 
Macau.

He also pointed out that 
stipulations related to the 
aforementioned acts in 
Macau’s national security 
legislation have long been 
inscribed in the city’s Pe-
nal Code.

When asked about whe-
ther this was “the death of 
the ‘Two Systems’ in the One 
Country Two Systems poli-
cy framework,” Valente was 
ambiguous, saying, “I can’t 

tell whether it’s the end.” 
He did, however, note 

that “[Beijing’s move] will 
leave scars.”

He said that he wished 
that Hong Kong had made 
its own law earlier, as Ma-
cau did in 2009.

In his opinion, resolving 
the “Article 23 Legislation” 
might not have become as 
difficult as it has now is if 
the conditions in Hong 

Kong had been better.
“Article 23 Legislation” 

is a term widely used in 
the two SARs of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, 
Macau and Hong Kong. 
Article 23 stipulates that 
the SARs “shall enact laws 
on [their] own to prohibit 
any act of treason, seces-
sion, sedition, subversion 
against the central gover-
nment.” AL

H
ONG Kong protesters 
battled with riot police 
in busy downtown areas 
yesterday, showing their 

opposition toward China’s dramatic 
move to crack down on dissent in 
the biggest demonstration since the 
coronavirus swept through the city 
in January.

Police deployed a water cannon 
and fired tear gas in the Causeway 
Bay shopping area after hundreds 
of protesters gathered to oppose 
new national security legislation 
from China. Police warned the 
crowd they were taking part in an 
illegal gathering, and later said in a 
statement that “rioters threw um-
brellas, water bottles and other ob-
jects at them.” At least 120 people 
were arrested, mostly for illegal as-
sembly, while at least four members 
of the police media liaison team 
were injured, according to a post on 
the police Facebook page.

“We must stand up and fight, 
and let Beijing know that we will 
never surrender,” said Joshua 
Wong, one of the city’s most promi-
nent activists, adding that the na-
tional security law was even more 
damaging than an extradition bill 
that spawned six months of often 
violent protests.

“We would describe it as the be-
ginning of the end,” he said. “We 
don’t have enough time but we still 
need to continue the fight.”

More protests are planned for 
later in the week, when Hong Kong 
lawmakers are set to consider legis-
lation that would punish anyone 
who disrespects China’s national 
anthem. In Beijing, the annual ses-
sion of China’s legislature is expec-
ted to ram through a law to prevent 
and punish any acts of secession, 
subversion or terrorism in the city 
that threaten national security.

The biggest erosion of Hong 
Kong autonomy since China took 
control of the former British colony 
in 1997 has alarmed democracy 
advocates and foreign businesses 
who fear the city will lose its inde-
pendence from the mainland. The 
Hang Seng Index of stocks plunged 
5.6% on Friday, its biggest loss since 
July 2015.

The bill, among the most contro-
versial items on the agenda of the 
National People’s Congress in years, 
drew strong rebukes from the U.S. 
government and rights groups. Se-
cretary of State Mike Pompeo con-
demned the move, saying “the de-

cision to bypass Hong Kong’s well-
-established legislative processes 
and ignore the will of the people of 
Hong Kong would be a death knell 
for the high degree of autonomy 
Beijing promised.”

The foreign ministers of the U.K., 
Australia and Canada released a 
joint statement saying they are 
“deeply concerned” about the legis-
lation proposed by China.

“Making such a law on Hong 
Kong’s behalf without the direct 
participation of its people, legisla-
ture or judiciary would clearly un-
dermine the principle of ‘one coun-
try, two systems’ under which Hong 

Kong is guaranteed a high degree of 
autonomy,” they said.

A former pro-democracy 
lawmaker, Lee Cheuk-yan, said at a 
news briefing by opposition parties 
and activists that Chinese leader Xi 
Jinping “has torn away the whole 
pretense of ‘one country, two sys-
tems’” and that Beijing is “directly 
taking control.”

“They’re trying to ban every or-
ganization in Hong Kong who dares 
to speak out against the Commu-
nist Party,” he said, describing it as 
a challenge to global values such as 
freedom and liberty.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 

Yi, who spoke in Beijing yesterday 
during the National People’s Con-
gress while protesters were defying 
police in Hong Kong, said the ma-
tter was an internal affair. He said it 
was necessary to stop separatists, 
independence advocates and ex-
ternal forces backing “violent and 
terrorist activities.”

“It will not affect the high degree 
of autonomy Hong Kong enjoys, 
nor will it affect the rights and free-
doms of Hong Kong residents, nor 
will it affect the legitimate rights 
and interests of foreign investors in 
Hong Kong,” Wang said. “Everyone 
should have more confidence in 
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Hong Kong protests back after China tightens    grip on city Macau elites applaud 
Beijing’s proposal
JULIE ZHU & LYNZY VALLES

MACAU members of the Na-
tional People’s Congress 

(NPC) have commended Beijing’s 
proposal to establish a national se-
curity organization in Hong Kong.

Earlier this week, the NPC sub-
mitted a draft decision to China’s 
national legislature. The decision 
was designed to shore up national 
security in Hong Kong after mon-
ths of protests that often featured 
anti-China themes and dissent. 

During Friday’s NPC session, 
Chinese Prime Minister Li Keqiang 
mentioned Hong Kong and Macau 
in a short statement amounting to 
no more than 100 words. 

The 100 words contained man-
tras that have been repeated in 
many previous NPC meetings. It 
spoke about the implementation 
of “One Country, Two Systems,” 
“Hong Kong people governing 
Hong Kong,” “Macau people go-
verning Macau,” the high degree 
of autonomy enjoyed by the SARs, 
establishing and improving the le-
gal system in the regions to main-
tain national security, supporting 
the development of Hong Kong 
and Macau’s economies, impro-
ving people’s living standards, and 
working to integrate the territories 
into the overall national develop-
ment goals.

After Li’s speech, Macau’s poli-
tical elite said they were in agree-
ment with the Prime Minister. 

Kou Hoi In, who is president 
of Macau’s Legislative Assembly 
(AL) and is in Beijing attending the 
NPC, said that Covid-19 had hum-
bled mainland China’s economy. 
Adding to Li’s speech, Kou highli-
ghted that the word “stable” means 
that, from an economic perspecti-
ve, Macau should also maintain 
the population’s standard of living, 
protect employment and shield 
small businesses from the worst of 
the economic fallout. 

According to Kou, it is “natu-
ral” for the country to pay close 
attention to Hong Kong’s national 
security matters. He also believes 
that the proposal will benefit Hong 
Kong’s economy.

NPC member and Macau 
lawmaker Chui Sai Peng praised 
China’s proposal with some vivid 
descriptions of the happenings in-
side the NPC meeting. 

“Among the applause throu-
ghout the whole morning, the 
[applause for the] Hong Kong na-
tional security proposal was the 
loudest. I could see that all the 
NPC representatives of the people 
share the same sentiment with 1.4 
billion people,” said Chui. 

In Chui’s opinion, the propo-
sal was made cautiously. Chui 
believes that the proposal is an 
“important measure in a very 
special time” that fulfills the du-

ties of Article 23. 
A third member who also held 

the proposal in high regard is Lok 
Po, director of Chinese-language 
newspaper Macao Daily News. 
Lok said that national security le-
gislation is necessary and unde-
niable because it reflects the sove-
reignty and dignity of the country. 
He pointed out that Macau has al-
ready taken a step ahead of Hong 
Kong to enact Article 23. 

Chan Meng Kam, president of 
the Macau Federation of Trade 
Unions (FAOM), also expressed 
approval about the country’s de-
cision, acknowledging that Hong 
Kong’s economy and social stabi-
lity are important. 

During the meeting, the Na-
tional Development and Reform 
Commission of China proposed 
linking Guangdong, Macau and 
Hong Kong’s infrastructure toge-
ther.  

The draft plan of the Economic 
and Social Development of Chi-
na also stated China’s support for 
developing Macau into a world 
tourism and leisure center, and a 
service platform for trade coope-
ration between China and the Por-
tuguese-speaking countries. 

MACAU PLEDGES TO WORK 
ON NATIONAL SECURITY

The Macau SAR government 
has pledged to work more on its 
own legislation concerning na-
tional security, while stepping up 
promotional efforts within the 
community.

Last month, Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng said that the novel co-
ronavirus had shown that biose-
curity matters can leave a lasting 
impact on the livelihoods of the 
population and therefore needed 
to be included in Macau’s natio-
nal security framework.

Secretary for Security Wong 
Sio Chak said in his 2020 Policy 
Address that he would push for 
the establishment of an office for 
national security and pledged to 
continue to guard national se-
curity.

Following this, the SAR govern-
ment has said that it supports the 
decision by the central authorities 
concerning the establishment 
and improvement of the legal sys-
tem and enforcement mechanis-
ms for Hong Kong at the national 
level in order to safeguard natio-
nal security.

A legal proposal was tabled at 
the National People’s Congress 
for deliberation. It has been dra-
fted in line with the Constitution 
of the People’s Republic of China 
and the Basic Law of Hong Kong.

“The central authorities’ deci-
sion is a timely and vigorous res-
ponse to the challenges lately en-
dangering national security,” the 
Macau government stated.

In early 2009, Macau com-
pleted its local legislation for the 
Law on Safeguarding National 
Security. In 2018, Macau set up a 
committee to safeguard national 
security, and coordinate and en-
force local initiatives relating to 
national security.

According to Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, the promotion of 
national security involves asking 
the civilian population to fulfill 
their patriotic duty and to be on 
the lookout for anything that cou-
ld undermine the country’s stabi-
lity. The president previously said 
that “national security is of para-
mount importance for the people 
to live and work in peace, and for 
realizing the Chinese dream of 
national rejuvenation.”

Macau’s Chief Executive said 
that his government has “studied 
and seriously reflected” on the 
words and spirit of Xi during his 
visit to Macau in celebration of 
the 20th anniversary of the han-
dover, which had also highligh-
ted the importance of national 
security.

MEMBERS PROPOSE CLOSER 
TIES WITH GUANGDONG

Several Macau members of the 
National People’s Congress made 
proposals during Friday’s NPC 
meeting, mostly concerning Ma-
cau-Guangdong cooperation. 

Si Ka Lon and Ng Siu Lai sug-
gested that the central govern-
ment announce plans to deepen 
Macau and Guangdong coope-
ration, specifically on projects in 
Hengqin. The two members want 
Macau to lead a high-quality pro-
ducts trade center in Hengqin. 
The center should be an elabora-
tion of Macau’s role as a platform 
between China and Portuguese-
-speaking countries. 

Chui Sai Peng and Lao Ngai 
Leong, among others, asked the 
Ministry of Tourism to provide 
more beneficial policies for Ma-
cau and Hong Kong’s tour guides 
to work in Hengqin. 

Kevin Ho hopes to see more 
relaxed entry policies for Hengqin 
and Macau cross-border capital 
flow.  

Chui Sai Cheong asked the 
central government to assist Ma-
cau in drafting books related to 
the constitution and the Basic 
Law.    

O Lam’s proposal was that 
Guangdong, Macau and Hong 
Kong should establish a coopera-
tion mechanism to deal with the 
public hygiene crisis. 

Suen Yan Kwong recommen-
ded the Office for the Secretary-
-General be established in four 
major cities in the Greater Bay 
Area. He wants Macau, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan to be called a 
“domestic region” or “special re-
gion” to enhance people’s sense 
of belonging. 

Ho Teng Iat, the sister of Chief 
Executive Ho Iat Seng, together 
with two others wished for Heng-
qin to lower the entry barriers for 
retirement insurance companies.

the future of Hong Kong, and do not 
need to worry too much.”

City officials including Hong 
Kong chief executive Carrie Lam 
and Financial Secretary Paul Chan 
echoed those comments, trying to 
allay fears the moves will threaten 
confidence in the financial sector.

“I deeply believe that the national 
law to be enacted by the Standing 
Committee of the NPC will seek to 
practically and effectively prevent 
and curb acts and activities that se-
riously undermine national security, 
as well as sanction those who un-
dermine national security by advo-
cating “Hong Kong independence” 
and resorting to violence,” said Lam.

While the enactment of such le-
gislation is required under Article 23 
of the Basic Law, Beijing has decided 
not to try to ram it through the Hong 
Kong legislature, said Steve Tsang, 
director of the China Institute at the 
School of Oriental and African Stu-
dies in London.

Instead, it has chosen what he 
called a “worse option” by propo-
sing the National People’s Congress 
enact a national security law for the 
territory.

“For many in Hong Kong, the 
NPC enacting for Hong Kong will 
be tantamount to the effective end 
of the ‘one country, two systems’ 
model,” Tsang said. “I find it hard 
to believe this will not trigger either 
a massive peaceful and orderly de-
monstration or more vocal and ag-
gressive protests or, indeed, most 
probably, a combination of both.”

Former Hong Kong leader C.Y. 
Leung defended the introduction of 
the legislation in an interview with 
Chinese state broadcaster CCTV. 
He warned that the pro-democracy 
opposition should not “underesti-

mate the determination of the Chi-
nese government to deal with the 
issues of Hong Kong.”

Meanwhile, local business groups 
including the American Chamber 
of Commerce have voiced concern 
about the “vaguely defined” law.

“An NPC announcement that it 
will bypass the Hong Kong legisla-
tive process to enact a Hong Kong 
security law may jeopardize future 
prospects for international business, 
particularly if a long list of details are 
not spelled out and clarified,” Am-
Cham said on Friday.

Hong Kong was wracked by de-
monstrations in the second half of 
last year, sparked by the govern-
ment’s proposal to introduce a law 
allowing extradition to jurisdictions 
including China. The coronavirus 
outbreak largely put an end to big 
protests as people stayed indoors 
and the government limited public 
gatherings.

“I don’t think the great majority 
of Hong Kong people have any inte-
rest whatsoever in subverting state 
power or the central government.”

The police used tear gas yester-
day for the first time in about two 
months, since clashes in the subur-
ban area of Yuen Long in late March. 
Officers urged members of the pu-
blic to leave the scene and proceed 
to safe locations.

For all of Beijing’s attempts to 
reassure the world that Hong Kong 
will stay autonomous, those protes-
ting yesterday like Terence Tong we-
ren’t convinced.

The unrest could turn “more vio-
lent,” he said, paying little heed to 
the police as he joined the demons-
trations on the street. “As I am a 
Hongkonger, I must take every step 
I can.” DB/AGENCIES
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GAMING
Nevada governor 
targets June 4 date 
for reopening casinos
CHRISTOPHER PALMERI

CASINO operators and 
employees in the largest 

U.S. gambling market got 
some welcome news at the 
start of the Memorial Day 
weekend: a June 4 target date 
for reopening.

Nevada Governor Steve 
Sisolak, a first-term Demo-
crat, announced the reope-
ning date Friday. Resorts in 
Las Vegas have been shutte-
red since March due to the 
coronavirus, resulting in a 
surge in unemployment and 
a collapse of tax revenue. Si-
solak has been under pres-
sure for weeks to reopen one 
of the state’s most-important 
industries.

He joins politicians in 
other states who are getting 
comfortable with the return 
of large entertainment ve-
nues. Casinos in Louisiana 
and Mississippi opened in 
the past week. And Califor-
nia Governor Gavin Newsom 
said Friday his state’s casinos, 
most of them run by Native 
American tribes, could open 

June 8. “We’re putting out 
guidelines not just for casi-
nos, but card rooms as well,” 
he said.

A March study by the 
Brookings Institution iden-
tified Las Vegas as one of 
the areas hardest hit by the 
virus in the U.S., with some 
342,000 people, or one-third 
of the workforce, out of a job.

Casinos in Nevada have 
already taken steps to pre-
pare for their reopening. 
Wynn Resorts Ltd. released 
a 23-page paper last month 
detailing the measures it will 
put in place, including taking 
temperatures of the guests at 
doors and handing out face 
masks to new arrivals. Other 
resorts are opening with less-
-stringent requirements.

Officials with Wynn and 
Caesars Entertainment Corp. 
said their properties will be 
ready to open on June 4. Cae-
sars said it was opening first 
its high-end Caesars Palace 
and the lower-priced Flamin-
go across the street, with free 
parking as an added incenti-
ve. BLOOMBERG

Inside the under-development Londoner Macao project, seen earlier this month

Sands China continues 
investment amid pandemic
LYNZY VALLES

SANDS China is continuing 
with its investment in the SAR 

despite the economic fallout from 
Covid-19. The casino operator is 
aiming to finish its USD2.2 billion 
project by the end of next year.

The Londoner Macao is schedu-
led to open progressively in 2020 
and 2021. The Holiday Inn Macao 
Cotai Central will be converted to 
The Londoner Hotel and will fea-
ture 594 rooms, and property’s 
apartments arm will open with 368 
units.

In a recent interview with Chi-
nese-language newspaper Macao 
Daily News, the President of Sands 
China, Wilfred Wong, said that 
construction for the project has not 
slowed down.

The construction work and in-
vestment have continued despite 
the decline in the city’s gross ga-
ming revenue. Gaming revenue 
plunged 97% year-on-year to 754 
million patacas last month.

But for Wong, the SAR’s develop-
ment is a marathon.

In February, Wong said that the 
group is proceeding with the cons-
truction of The Londoner as plan-
ned. He noted that they had imple-

mented the relevant procedures, 
such as giving foreign workers 14 
days to quarantine before they re-
sume work.

During the peak of the pande-
mic in the first two months of the 
year, construction in Macau slowed 
down. This was likely connected to 
the measures of the SAR govern-
ment, which required all non-re-
sident workers from the mainland 
quarantine for 14 days when ente-
ring the territory.

Some gaming operators have 
admitted to a slowdown in the 
pace of construction due to the low 

number of construction workers 
arriving from mainland China.

Separately, Wong also remarked 
that the expansion of the Four Sea-
sons Hotel has already been com-
pleted. 

The general manager of Four 
Seasons Hotel Macao, Kris Ka-
minsky, previously told the Times 
that the second tower of the hotel 
will be an all-suite product.

The project has been designed 
as a home and residential product 
instead of a hotel product. The ho-
tel has 290 suites with areas of be-
tween 2,000 and 4,700 square feet.
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crashes Macau 
Red Cross minibus

A minibus belonging to 
the Macau Red Cross was 
crashed into the fence of 
the Mong-ha Sport Pavilion 
construction site early 
Saturday morning. A man 
in his 30’s, whom the police 
later discovered was an 
employee of the Macau Red 
Cross, appeared at the scene 
half an hour after the police 
and claimed to be the driver 
of the minibus. He told the 
police that he had drunk 
alcohol and later was found 
with a blood alcohol level of 
2.32 g/L. He was unable to 
produce any identification 
documents for the police, 
so the police charged him 
with drunk driving and driving 
without a license. In response 
to the incident, the Macau 
Red Cross has suspended the 
man’s employment.

Australian 
teenager found 
dead in Taipa 
apartment

A 16-year-old Australian 
national was found dead on 
the balcony of an apartment 
in Taipa. Yesterday morning, 
the mother of the boy 
entered the apartment and 
found him unconscious, 
sitting in a chair on the 
balcony. The mother notified 
the Judiciary Police, who 
disclosed that the boy was 
discovered sitting on the 
chair with both his legs and 
head resting on the floor. 
Upon initial inspection, the 
body was found to be in rigor 
mortis. Liquid was found in his 
mouth, which was believed to 
be vomit. A post mortem will 
be conducted as part of the 
investigation.

Septuagenarian 
thought to have 
jumped from 
Coloane building

A 70-year-old man is 
thought to have jumped 
from a residential building in 
Coloane at around 10 p.m. 
on Friday night. The man was 
found on the podium floor of 
the residential building and 
sent to the public Conde São 
Januário Hospital, where he 
was later confirmed dead. 
The initial evidence points 
to suicide, as the Judiciary 
Police were told by the man’s 
wife that he had mentioned 
to his daughter, who was then 
in mainland China, his desire 
to commit suicide due to 
his illness. Once she heard 
from her daughter, the wife 
immediately asked the son 
to visit the father, who then 
discovered his father’s body 
on the podium level.

Spanish retail giant halts 
operation of three brands 

Incineration of face masks enough to destroy virus
INCINERATING used 

face masks will elimi-
nate any trace of corona-
virus, according to infor-
mation released during 
Friday’s Novel Coronavi-
rus Response and Coor-
dination Center meeting. 

Alvis Lo Iek Long, a 
clinical director at the 
Conde S. Januário Hos-
pital Centre, spoke about 
Macau’s handling of used 
face masks at the meeting.  

When asked by the 
media about the risk 
of transmitting the vi-
rus through used face 
masks, Lo explained that 
the coronavirus can be 
destroyed at 56 degrees 
Celsius.

“The temperature of 
Macau’s waste incine-

ration center goes up 
to 800 degrees, which is 
enough to destroy the 
virus and prevent trans-
mission risks caused by 
disposed face masks,” Lo 
said. 

Besides face masks, 
government representa-

tives also disclosed news 
about current Covid-19 
patients, hospitalization 
fees, and the recovery of 
the tourism sector. 

As of Friday, all of Ma-
cau’s Covid-19 patients 
have been discharged 
from hospital and the 

city has not recorded any 
new cases. 

Approximately five 
confirmed patients have 
expressed their willing-
ness to donate blood in 
order to contribute to 
the development of Co-
vid-19 treatments in Ma-
cau. By the end of this 
week, one of these five 
patients may become 
eligible for the donation.

Regarding the hos-
pitalization fees of the 
recovered patients, the 
majority of the patients 
have applied to postpo-
ne the settlement of pay-
ment. They have alrea-
dy signed a declaration 
with the Health Bureau 
(SSM), agreeing that 
they will pay their bills 

within 30 days. 
Since the Macau go-

vernment started renting 
hotels to use as quaranti-
ne facilities, the city has 
spent over 60 million pa-
tacas on hotels. 

Previously, the local 
government announced 
a local tourism plan to 
boost the city’s economy. 
According to Inés Chan, 
representative of the 
Macao Government Tou-
rism Office, the authori-
ty has not decided on a 
plan yet as they are still 
discussing the details 
with the industry. The 
Cultural Affairs Bureau 
has also been involved 
in discussions about this 
program. A budget is not 
available yet. JZ

LYNZY VALLES

I
NTERNATIONAL brands in 
the Macau SAR have seen 
their business affected by 
the pandemic, and some 

have decided to close their busi-
ness here. 

A Spanish clothing company 
that owns several brands in the 
city has confirmed to the Times 
that at the moment it is opera-
ting four brands, implying that 

three of its brands in the city 
have stopped operating.

Inditex Group owns several 
brands including Pull&Bear, 
Massimo Dutti, Bershka, Stra-
divarius, Oysho, Zara and Uter-
qüe.

In a reply to the Times, the re-
tail giant said, “Inditex is opera-
ting in [the] Macau SAR through 
five stores of four brands (Zara, 
Massimo Dutti, Oysho and Zara 
Home) and through zara.com.”

The group’s Pull&Bear, Ber-
shka, and Stradivarius stores at 
The Venetian all held clearance 
sales late last month.

At the moment, these three 
stores are closed.

Pull&Bear and Bershka were 
opened in the city back in 2009, 
according to the group’s website. 

The Times contacted the Spa-
nish retail group to confirm the 
duration of the closures, howe-
ver the company did not reveal 

whether it would reopen the 
three closed stores in the region.

“The company is firmly com-
mitted to keep offering its custo-
mers the highest quality fashion 
inspired by their preferences, 
as well as continue to invest in 
innovation and in technolo-
gy of the finest retail spaces in 
order to reinforce its efficient 
multi-functionality to enhance 
the customer experience,” the 
group told the Times.

“For instance, in its 2,000 
square meter Zara stores at Co-
tai Sands Central and The Ve-
netian, which present the full 
range collections of the brand 
for Woman, Man and Kids,” it 
added. 

Inditex has been operating in 
Macau since it opened its first 
Zara store in 2007 at The Vene-
tian, along with the opening of 
Massimo Dutti.

The pandemic has caused 
severe damage to businesses in 
the SAR, as Macau’s big spen-
ders, who are from mainland 
China, cannot travel to the city 
due to travel restrictions impo-
sed by the central government.

To prevent the spread of Co-
vid-19, the central government 
stopped issuing group visas and 
Individual Visit Scheme (IVS) 
visas. This means that only tho-
se with existing IVS visas are 
allowed to enter Macau.

Visitor arrivals in Macau fell 
95.6% year-on-year in Fe-
bruary due to Covid-19, while 
March arrivals fell by 93.7%. The 
drop continued in April as Ma-
cau saw a 99.7% year-on-year 
drop in tourist arrivals. 

Other international brands, 
including Italian luxury group 
Prada had previously decided to 
temporarily close some stores 
in mainland China and Macau, 
calling the situation “unprece-
dented.”
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Muslims celebrate major holiday 
amid curfews, virus fears
JOSEPH KRAUSS 
& NINIEK KARMINI

MUSLIMS around the world 
on Sunday began celebra-

ting Eid al-Fitr, a normally festive 
holiday marking the end of the 
fasting month of Ramadan, with 
millions under strict stay-at-home 
orders and many fearing renewed 
coronavirus outbreaks.

The three-day holiday is usually 
a time of travel, family get-toge-
thers and lavish daytime feasts af-
ter weeks of dawn-to-dusk fasting. 
But this year many of the world’s 
1.8 billion Muslims can only ce-
lebrate at home, with virus fears 
dampening the holiday spirit. 

Some countries, including 
Turkey, Iraq and Jordan, have im-
posed round-the-clock holiday 
curfews. But even where many 
restrictions have been lifted, cele-
brations will be subdued because 
of fears of the pandemic and its 
economic fallout. 

Saudi Arabia, home to the holy 
cities of Mecca and Medina, is 
under a complete lockdown, with 
residents only permitted to leave 
their homes to purchase food and 
medicine.

In Jerusalem, Israeli police said 
they broke up an “illegal demons-
tration” and arrested two people 
outside the Al-Aqsa mosque, which 
Muslim authorities have closed for 
prayers since mid-March and will 
not reopen until after the holiday. 
Worshippers who tried to enter the 
compound scuffled with the police.

Al-Aqsa is the third holiest site 
in Islam and would ordinarily wel-
come tens of thousands of worshi-
ppers during the Eid. The hilltop 
compound is also the holiest site 
for Jews, who know it as the Tem-
ple Mount. The site has long been a 
flashpoint in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.

Iran, which is battling the dea-
dliest outbreak in the Middle East, 
allowed communal prayers at 
some mosques but cancelled the 
annual mass Eid prayers in Tehran 
led by Supreme Leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei. Iran has reported 
over 130,000 cases and more than 
7,000 deaths.

In Dubai, the skyscraper-stud-
ded commercial hub in the United 
Arab Emirates, authorities set up 
barricades and police checkpoints 
around an industrial area housing 
foreign laborers. The Emirates is 

trying to reopen its hard-hit eco-
nomy, but cases continue to rise. 
The UAE has reported over 28,000 
confirmed cases and 244 deaths.

The virus causes mild to mo-
derate flu-like symptoms in most 
patients, who recover within two 
to three weeks. But it is highly con-
tagious and can cause severe ill-
ness or death, particularly in older 
patients or those with underlying 
health conditions.

Indonesia, the world’s largest 
Muslim-majority nation, has re-
ported nearly 22,000 infections 
and 1,350 fatalities, the most in 
Southeast Asia. Lockdown orders 
intended to contain the pandemic 
mean there will be no congrega-
tional prayers at mosques or even 
open fields, no family reunions, no 
relatives bearing gifts for children.

“This outbreak is not just dam-
pening spirits of Eid, but also has 
made the tradition entirely diffe-
rent,” said Andieka Rabbani, a uni-
versity student in Jakarta. This year, 
like many Indonesians, he will only 
see family and friends through vi-
deo calls.

In deeply conservative Aceh, In-
donesia’s only province enforcing 
Islamic law, public Eid prayers can 

still be performed at mosques and 
fields, but without shaking hands 
and with shortened sermons. An 
annual parade was scrapped this 
year, even though the province 
experienced only a small outbreak 
and has reported no new cases in 
weeks.

In the rest of Indonesia, autho-
rities have extended virus restric-
tions to June 4, suspending com-
munal gatherings and banning 
private cars from leaving the capi-
tal, Jakarta.

In neighboring Muslim-ma-
jority Malaysia, businesses have 
mostly reopened after weeks of 
lockdown. But mass gatherings 
are still banned and people are 
not allowed to travel back to their 
hometowns for the holiday. Police 
have turned away more than 5,000 
cars and have warned of strict pe-
nalties for those who try to sneak 
home.

Malaysians are only allowed to 
visit relatives who live nearby, and 
only on Sunday, with gatherings li-
mited to 20 people. Mosques have 
reopened but are limited to small 
congregations of up to 30. Malay-
sia has reported 7,185 infections 
and 115 deaths. 

Rohaizam Zainuddin said he 
felt blessed he could celebrate 
Eid with his elderly parents living 
nearby, but his sister in another 
state could not return home.

“We are frustrated that celebra-
tion this year is not the same,” he 
said. “But there is no point getting 
angry. We just have to accept it, life 
goes on.”

He and his family members are 
still wearing new clothes and pre-
paring traditional dishes. Plates of 
cookies are set out for any visitors, 
alongside a thermometer and 
hand sanitizer. 

In Pakistan, Eid is being cele-
brated in the shadow of the coro-
navirus and in the wake of a pas-
senger plane crash near Karachi 
on Friday that killed 97 people. 

For the first time, Pakistan is 
celebrating Eid countrywide on 
the same day, ending an annual 
controversy between rival commi-
ttees over the moon sighting that 
signals the start of the holiday. 

Pakistan has taken measures to 
control the spread of the corona-
virus since mid-March, but Prime 
Minister Imran Khan refused to 
close mosques during Ramadan 
despite pleas from doctors and a 
rising number of infections. Pakis-
tan has reported more than 52,000 
cases and more than 1,100 deaths. 

More than 1,000 worshippers 
gathered and prayed shoulder-to-
-shoulder in an open field in Kara-
chi on Sunday, with only a few of 
them wearing masks.

In neighboring Afghanistan, 
the government and Taliban in-
surgents announced a three-day 
cease-fire in honor of the holiday.

Virus restrictions also remain 
in place in the mostly-Muslim 
Balkan countries of Albania, Bos-
nia-Herzegovina and Kosovo. 
In the Bosnian capital, Sarajevo, 
mosques reopened on May 6 after 
seven weeks of lockdown. Worshi-
ppers must wear masks and prac-
tice social distancing, and older 
individuals were urged to conti-
nue praying at home.

Naim Ternava, the mufti of 
Kosovo’s Islamic community, led 
prayers in a mosque in front of 
a small group of imams sitting 
1.5 meters apart, with the ser-
mon broadcast outside on louds-
peakers.

“I invite you to be patient a litt-
le bit more until we overcome the 
danger,” he said. AP
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Johnson aide faces 
more pressure 
as lockdown 
reports persist
LISA PHAM & JAMES LUDDEN

BORIS Johnson’s chief adviser 
faced further calls to resign, 

hours after a minister said he had 
the full support of the prime mi-
nister, as fresh reports suggested 
he broke the government’s co-
ronavirus lockdown rules more 
than once.

Dominic Cummings traveled 
more than 400 kilometers from 
his London home at the end of 
March at a time when he was 
supposed to be self-isolating. He 
went to Durham with his wife 
and child to seek support from 
family after his wife contracted 
Covid-19 and he began showing 
symptoms, the PM’s office said 
in a statement Saturday. U.K. ci-
tizens were under orders not to 
travel, and to stay at home if they 
displayed symptoms.

“The prime minister knew that 
he was quite properly staying put 
in one place with his family, whi-
ch is the right thing to do,” Trans-
port Secretary Grant Shapps said 
at Saturday’s daily briefing. “The 
prime minister gives Mr. Cum-
mings his full support.”

But another report from the 
Mirror and Guardian newspa-
pers, published hours after the 
briefing, suggested they had evi-
dence that Cummings breached 
the rules again in April - returning 
to Durham after spending time in 
London. Cummings told the PM’s 
office the latest report is “totally 
false,” the Telegraph reported.

Hours after a succession of 
cabinet ministers declared their 
support, the latest furor over 
Cummings’s whereabouts spaw-
ned new outrage from opposition 
politicians, Labour, the Liberal 
Democrats and the Scottish Na-
tional Party have written to Mark 
Sedwill, the cabinet secretary and 

Britain’s top civil servant, deman-
ding an inquiry.

The episode looks set to over-
shadow Johnson’s latest push to 
communicate how he plans to 
move the country out of lock-
down. A new test and trace sys-
tem, with 25,000 contract tracers, 
is set to launch at the end of this 
week, while the government is 
planning an announcement on 
schools and may give an update 
on non-essential retailers.

A statement from a No. 10 of-
ficial, released at about the same 
time as the latest Guardian and 
Mirror reports, played up the test 
and trace plans and noted that 
everyone will need to play their 
part.

“It will be possible for there to 
be a targeted lockdown for a small 
number of people,” the spokes-
person said. “For this to be effecti-
ve, everyone will need to stay alert 
and play their part to control the 
virus and save lives.”

“I behaved reasonably and le-
gally,” Cummings told reporters 
outside his home earlier on Sa-
turday after warning a gaggle of 
press to maintain social distan-
cing. “It’s a question of doing the 
right thing. It’s not about what 
you guys think.”

Britons are beginning to chafe 
after two months of lockdowns 
in a country where fatalities from 
the virus have topped 36,000, the 
most outside of the U.S. Recent 
polls show support is waning for 
Johnson’s response to the virus.

And with the weather set to 
be fair across much of England 
on Sunday and on Monday’s pu-
blic holiday, crowds will probably 
flock to parks and beaches. En-
forcing social distancing rules in 
the light of Cummings’s situation 
looks set to be a challenge for au-
thorities. MDT/BLOOMBERG
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Leaders of 32 African nations have set up an organi-
sation that will give them a united voice for the first time 
in Africa’s history.

The African summit conference ended today in Addis 
Ababa, capital of Ethiopia, with an agreement from all 
delegates to found an Organisation of African Unity.

Its primary aim will be to “decolonise” the remaining 
bastions of white rule in Southern Rhodesia, South Afri-
ca, Mozambique and Angola.

It plans to support African “freedom fighters” with fi-
nance, arms, volunteers and training bases and to close 
off their airspace to colonial forces.

Heads of state were urged to impose sanctions on 
South Africa and break off diplomatic relations. The 
conference also expressed concern about racial discri-
mination in the United States.

The OAU charter also states it will co-ordinate efforts 
to raise the standard of living of member states and de-
fend their sovereignty. But its aim is to guide rather than 
lead an Africa that is still finding its feet.

The organisation has four main institutions - an annual 
assembly of heads of state, a council of ministers a ge-
neral secretariat and a commission of mediation, con-
ciliation and arbitration. Addis Ababa will be the head-
quarters.

The conference host, 71-year-old Emperor Halie Se-
lassie, has spent a year preparing his city for the summit 
of African nations which represents a total population of 
200 million people.

He told delegates: “May this convention of union last 
1,000 years.” His 2,000 guests were then treated to a 
lavish banquet.

The charter will be signed tomorrow morning by all but 
Morocco which sent an observer instead of an official 
because of the presence of Mauritania with which it has 
a border dispute.

Courtesy BBC News

1963 AfricAn stAtes unite
   AgAinst white rule

In context

In the 1970s, the OAU organised material and moral 
support for the liberation movements in countries such 
as Zimbabwe and Mozambique.
In the 1980s, it put pressure on the west to impose 
sanctions on apartheid South Africa.
But the concept of non-interference in internal disputes 
enshrined in the OAU constitution led critics to call it a 
“trade union for dictators”.
On 25 May 2001, 38 years to the day after it was found-
ed, the OAU was dissolved to be replaced by the African 
Union, also based in Addis Ababa.
It aims to unify the 53 African member states politically, 
socially and economically and is loosely modelled on the 
European Union.
The new organisation, first put forward by Libya’s Col-
onel Gaddafi, also plans to have an impact on ordinary 
Africans.

this day in history

Wuhan lab head calls virus 
leak claims ‘pure fabrication’ 
C

LAIMS promoted 
by the Trump ad-
ministration that 
the global coro-

navirus pandemic origina-
ted at the Wuhan Institute 
of Virology in the central 
Chinese city are a “pure 
fabrication,” the institute’s 
director said. 

Wang Yanyi was quoted 
by state media yesterday 
as saying the institute did 
not have “any knowled-
ge before that nor had we 
ever met, researched or 
kept the virus … We didn’t 
even know about the exis-
tence of the virus, so how 
could it be leaked from 
our lab when we didn’t 
have it?”

President Donald 
Trump and Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo have 
repeatedly said they sus-
pect the virus that was 
first detected in Wuhan 
was somehow released 
from the laboratory. 

Most scientists say the 
pathogen that has infec-
ted 5.3 million and killed 
more than 342,000, ac-
cording to a tally by Johns 
Hopkins University, was 
passed from bats to hu-
mans via an intermediary 
species likely sold at a wet 
market in Wuhan late last 
year. 

The virus’ toll conti-
nued to ebb in Asia and 
other parts of the world, 

with China on Sunday 
reporting three new con-
firmed cases and just 79 
people remaining in treat-
ment for COVID-19. 

The New York Times 
devoted Sunday’s entire 
front page to a long list of 
names of people who have 
died in the pandemic.

The names and brief 
descriptions culled from 
obituaries from around 
the country fill six co-
lumns under the headline 
“U.S. Deaths Near 100,000, 
an Incalculable Loss.”

“They Were Not Sim-
ply Names on a List. 
They Were Us,” read the 
subheadline. 

In Australia, officials 
said 6 million residents 
have downloaded a mo-
bile telephone app that 
helps health authorities 
trace coronavirus infec-
tions. Federal Health Mi-
nister Greg Hunt said the 
COVIDSafe app is playing 
a strong role in Australia’s 
response to the disease. 

The U.S. is continuing 
a cautious state-by-state 
reopening. Trump played 
golf at one of his courses 
Saturday during the Me-
morial Day weekend as he 
urged U.S. states to relax 
their lockdowns. Yet many 
Americans remained cau-
tious as the number of 
confirmed cases nationwi-
de passed 1.6 million.

In California, where 
many businesses and re-
creational activities are 
reopening, officials in Los 
Angeles County said they 
would maintain tight res-
trictions until July 4. 

Statewide, New York re-
ported its lowest number 
of daily coronavirus dea-
ths — 84 — in many weeks 
in what Gov. Andrew Cuo-
mo described as a criti-
cal benchmark. The daily 
death tally peaked at 799 
on April 8.

Parts of New Orleans 
stirred to back life, with 
some restaurants and bu-
sinesses opening for the 
first time in over two mon-
ths. Some remained clo-
sed, especially in the Fren-
ch Quarter, which relies 
largely on tourist dollars.

Mindful of evangelical 
Christians who are key to 
his base ahead of Novem-
ber’s election, Trump on 
Friday called houses of 
worship “essential” and 
urged governors to let 
them reopen this weekend. 
However, leaders of many 
denominations said they 
plan to move gradually 
and cautiously.

France allowed in-
-person services to resu-
me Saturday after a legal 
challenge to a ban on ga-
therings in places of wor-
ship. 

One of the world’s major 

pilgrimage sites is reope-
ning Sunday: the Church 
of the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem, built on the site 
where Christians believe 
Jesus was crucified, buried 
and resurrected. 

Latin America is the 
latest epicenter of the vi-
rus, and experts note the 
limitations of government 
action in a region whe-
re millions have informal 
jobs and many police for-
ces are unable to enforce 
restrictions.

Brazil and Mexico re-
ported record numbers 
of infections and deaths 
almost daily this week, 
fueling criticism of their 
presidents for limited lo-
ckdowns. But infections 
also rose and intensive 
care units were swamped 
in Peru, Chile and Ecua-
dor, all lauded for impo-
sing early and aggressive 
business shutdowns and 
quarantines.

Concerns are rising in 
India, where new cases 
showed another record 
jump Saturday, topping 
6,000 for a second conse-
cutive day as a two-month 
lockdown has eased. 

While some countries 
are facing a second wave 
of infections, badly hit 
Russia is still struggling 
with its first and reported 
more than 9,000 new cases 
Saturday.  MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Play parts; 5- Bad mood; 9- Small batteries; 12- Poultry enclosure; 

13- Can’t stand; 15- Radius neighbor; 16- Test choice; 17- It’s a good thing; 18- 
Words of denial; 19- Porch; 21- Moved with the current; 23- Faint, with “over”; 24- 
Highest mountain in Crete; 25- Filament; 28- Assigns; 33- Compassion; 34- “Peter 
Pan” pirate; 35- Monetary unit of Cambodia; 36- Traveler’s stop; 37- Greek epic 
poem; 38- Weep; 39- Mardi ___; 41- Juniors, perhaps; 42- Preceding, poetically; 
44- Until now; 46- Pertaining to the eyes; 47- 401(k) alternative; 48- Tax experts: 
Abbr.; 49- Explorer; 53- Floating craft; 57- Concerning; 58- Live’s partner; 60- Dark 
purple; 61- Low-pH substance; 62- Absurd; 63- Bread spread; 64- Cigarette; 65- 
24 hour periods; 66- Mountain lake;
 
DOWN: 1- When Hamlet dies; 2- Heart; 3- Travel from place to place; 4- Orator; 
5- Protected from the sun; 6- Like Fran Drescher’s voice; 7- T.G.I.F. part; 8- Ticked 
(off); 9- Very much; 10- Initial stake in a 
hand of poker; 11- Stated; 14- Like barber 
poles; 15- Biased; 20- Cool!; 22- Promising 
words; 25- Femoral region; 26- Painter 
Rousseau; 27- Charged; 28- Acid type; 
29- Legumes; 30- Actor Williamson; 31- 
___ firma; 32- More devious; 34- Token 
taker; 37- Begin, e.g.; 40- Directed a light; 
42- Rent-___; 43- Idealist; 45- Before, of 
yore; 46- Shares viewpoints; 48- Bearded 
woman, say; 49- “La Vie en Rose” singer; 
50- South American Indian; 51- Not a 
dup.; 52- Tear apart; 54- Island dance; 55- 
Bakery worker; 56- Lowly worker; 59- Car 
club; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Use your creative talent in 
order to accomplish your goals. 
Your mind will be wandering 
to exotic destinations. Take 
this oppurtunity to get inspired 
and create something. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Strengthen your position among 
your peers. Inharmonious 
situations at home may 
be extremely upsetting for 
you today. Be careful while 
traveling. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
 Your ability to deal with 
others will help you accomplish 
your goals. Prove your worth; 
concentrate on getting the job 
done and steer clear of  office 
politics and gossip.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
 Don’t be too eager to start any 
debates. You are ready to blow up 
and your stress level has gone into 
over drive. You may think gifts will 
win their heart, but it could add 
stress from lack of  funds.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You may find that purchases or 
entertainment could be expensive. 
You need to get involved in groups 
that offer physical activities. You 
could be blind to the defects of  
those you love. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Call someone you haven’t seen 
in a long time. Try not to lose 
your cool, and make your point 
known. You can take advantage of  
opportunities if  you are quick to 
make a move. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Spending too much time talking 
to friends or relatives could easily 
turn into a debate that could 
lead to estrangement. Your 
involvement with groups will raise 
your self  esteem. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You can make personal 
changes that will enhance your 
appearance and bring about 
greater social activity. You won’t 
impress anyone by being overly 
generous. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You need to make changes that 
will raise your self  esteem, such as 
a new hairstyle or a new image. 
You can make money if  you get 
involved in real estate deals. Use 
your inventiveness to find solutions.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Organize your house and 
be sure to include the whole 
family in the projects you have 
set out to do. Be sure to take 
advantage of  the opportunities 
that exist. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Be careful while traveling. You 
should consider submitting 
some of  your written work for 
publication. Have some fun, but 
draw the line if  someone tries to 
fast talk their way into your heart. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You have done all you can to sort 
things out a personal level. Your 
stubborn nature will backfire if  
you give your mate an ultimatum. 
Uncertainty regarding your mate 
may emerge.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Author Murakami DJs ‘Stay Home’ 
radio show to lift spirits 
MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO 

A
CCLAIMED Japanese 
novelist Haruki Mu-
rakami, hosting a spe-
cial radio show from 

home, painted a brighter side of 
the world with his favorite music, 
and said the fight against the co-
ronavirus is a challenge in figuring 
out ways to help and care for each 
other.

The 71-year-old, known for 
bestsellers such as “A Wild Sheep 
Chase” and “Windup Bird Chro-
nicle,” said Friday he hoped the 
show would “blow away some of 
the corona-related blues.”

Murakami opened the two-
-hour late night show “Murakami 
Radio Stay Home Special” with 
“Look for the Silver Lining” by the 
Modern Folk Quartet, followed by 
18 other songs, selected from clas-
sical to jazz, pop and rock. Their 
common thread: smile, sunshine, 
rainbow, birthday memories and 
other happy sides of life. 

Murakami said comparing the 
fight against the coronavirus to 
a war, as politicians often do, is 
inappropriate. “It’s a challenge for 

us to figure out how we can sha-
re our wisdom to cooperate, help 
each other and keep balance. It’s 
not a war to kill each other but a 
fight of wisdom to let us all live,” 
he said. “We don’t need enmity 
and hatred here.”

Music serves as an important 
motif in Murakami’s stories. An 

avid listener and collector of mu-
sic, he has also written books on 
the topic and has a library of re-
cords in his study, where Friday’s 
program was prerecorded. 

Murakami has hosted his “Mu-
rakami Radio” every two months 
since August 2018 on Tokyo FM. 
The station said Friday’s show was 

Murakami’s idea to cheer up those 
who are under stress, living under 
a coronavirus state of emergency 
still in place in parts of Japan, in-
cluding Tokyo.

Murakami began writing whi-
le running a jazz bar in Tokyo af-
ter graduating from university. 
Following his 1979 debut novel 

“Hear the Wind Sing,” the 1987 ro-
mance “Norwegian Wood” beca-
me his first bestseller, establishing 
him as a young literary star. Recent 
hits include “1Q84” and “Killing 
Comnendatore.”

A perennial contender for the 
Nobel Prize in literature and a 
social recluse, Murakami said he 
has worked from home for years 
and the lifestyle has little changed, 
though “the corona situation” did 
affect him in many ways, possibly 
an inspiration for his future work.

Murakami has written stories 
inspired by events that have vio-
lently shaken the society, including 
the 1995 Tokyo subway gassing by 
an apocalyptic cult and the deadly 
quake in Kobe, where he grew up.

Rather than documenting an 
event as it develops, Murakami 
said that as a novelist he is more 
interested in transforming it into 
“a story in a different form,” thou-
gh he doesn’t know when or how. 

The world may be experiencing 
“a large-scale social experiment 
whose results could slowly spread 
across the entire society, for better 
or worse,” he said.

Murakami said he worries the 
post-corona world may be a more 
closed and selfish place even if it 
has better protection.

“If love and compassion are la-
cking, the world after the corona 
will surely be an edgy and insipid 
place even if masks and vaccines 
are abundantly distributed,” he 
said. “Love is important.” AP
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BUZZMacau warns of toxic mold in fruit juice

A brand of bottled fruit juice made in Hong Kong has been conta-
minated by patulin, a toxin produced by mold, the Municipal Affairs 
Bureau (IAM) of Macau has warned. The IAM became aware of this 
following an announcement made by Hong Kong’s Center for Food 
Safety.

The affected product, Dr. Detox-Original, is sold under the name 
“bless” in 270 mL bottles with a use by date of July 5, 2020.

Those in possession of this batch of product should refrain from 
further consumption and should discard the product immediately.

According to tests conducted in Hong Kong, the sample contai-
ned 63 parts per billion (ppb) of patulin, exceeding the action level 
of 50 ppb in patulin in apples or apple juice outlined by the Codex 

Alimentarius Commission, a World Health Organization entity that 
monitors food safety.

In Macau, the legally acceptable level of fungus toxins in food pro-
ducts is 50 ppb.

In response, the bureau has reminded the industry to remain cau-
tious and conducted spot-checks at local outlets. The IAM instruc-
ted the relevant outlets to retrieve the product.

Patulin is usually found in rotten apples, hawthorns and their pro-
ducts. Animal studies show that ingesting high doses of patulin can 
cause liver, spleen and kidney damage, as well as toxicity to the im-
mune system. Nausea, gastrointestinal disturbances and vomiting 
have been reported in humans. 

OPINION
World Views
Adam Minter, Bloomberg

Russia An alligator that 
many people believe once 
belonged to Adolf Hitler has 
died in the Moscow Zoo. 
The zoo said the alligator, 
named Saturn, was about 
84 years old when died on 
Friday. According to the 
zoo, Saturn was born in 
the United States and later 
sent to the Berlin Zoo, from 
which he escaped when the 
zoo was bombed in 1943. 
His whereabouts were 
unknown until 1946, when 
British soldiers found him 
and gave him to the Soviet 
Union.

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
yesterday launched a 
tirade against the nation’s 
justice system as his long-
awaited corruption trial 
got underway, accusing 
police and prosecutors of 
conspiring to “depose” him. 
Netanyahu’s comments 
opened what is sure to be 
a tumultuous period for 
Israel as he becomes the 
country’s first sitting prime 
minister ever to go on trial.

Morocco It’s a reverse 
migrant crisis: Moroccan 
workers trapped in 
Spain are begging their 
own government to let 
them come back home. 
Hundreds of Moroccans 
who headed to their jobs 
in Spain’s North African 
enclave of Ceuta one day in 
March, found themselves 
trapped for more than 
two months by Morocco’s 
abrupt and unusually strict 
border closures to keep out 
the virus. At last, Morocco is 
starting to allow them back.

Venezuela The first of 
five tankers loaded with 
gasoline sent from Iran 
reached Venezuelan waters 
late Saturday, expected to 
temporarily ease the South 
American nation’s fuel 
crunch while defying Trump 
administration sanctions 
targeting the two U.S. foes. 
The oil tanker Fortune 
encountered no immediate 
signs of U.S. interference 
as it eased through 
Caribbean waters toward 
the Venezuelan coast 
and Venezuelan officials 
celebrated the arrival. 
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NASA should beware of 
viruses from outer space

This summer, the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration will launch a rover designed to collect 
samples of the Martian surface and store them until 
they can eventually be brought back to Earth. When 
they arrive, according to a former NASA scientist, they’ll 
be “quarantined and treated as though they are the 
Ebola virus until proven safe.”

His statement caused a minor media sensation, and 
understandably so. In the midst of one pandemic, 
Americans aren’t ready for another imported from ou-
ter space. But ready or not, the U.S. and other spacefa-
ring nations need to start updating planetary-protec-
tion measures for a new era of spaceflight.

In the years ahead, NASA’s Mars initiatives will likely 
be emulated by other countries. Ambitious private spa-
ce companies are eager to follow with their own robots 
(and perhaps, eventually, humans). Clearer safety gui-
delines are essential both for protecting Earth and for 
ensuring that a wary public is comfortable with huma-
nity’s next steps into the solar system.

No one knows, of course, if there’s life elsewhere in 
the universe. But as far back as the mid-1950s, scien-
tists were thinking about ways to prevent alien life-
forms from contaminating the Earth (and vice-versa). 
In 1967, the Outer Space Treaty codified a consensus 
that member states should avoid “adverse changes in 
the environment of the Earth resulting from the intro-
duction of extraterrestrial matter.” When the Apollo 11 
astronauts returned from the moon in 1969, they were 
immediately sealed in a decontamination chamber for 
three weeks, on the off chance that they had conveyed 
lunar micro-organisms to Houston.

In the years that followed, planetary-protection gui-
delines were gradually updated. The Committee on 
Space Research (or COSPAR), a global research group, 
came up with non-binding protocols for various types 
of missions, and wisely requested that any “non-terres-
trial replicating entity” — that is, a lifeform — remain 
contained on landing. At NASA, the Office of Planetary 
Protection ensures that these and other guidelines are 
followed when planning new missions.

But while these rules worked well enough when NASA 
was mostly focused on protecting other planets, they’re 
turning out to be incomplete or obsolete in an era of 
one-of-a-kind missions like the Mars sample return. 
In 2018, a review by the National Academy of Sciences 
found that “there did not appear to be a solid scientific 
basis” for some of the agency’s planetary-protection 
rules. And even as it prepares to launch the new Mars 
rover in July, NASA has yet to come up with policies on 
how to safely distribute any returned samples to scien-
tists.

Meanwhile, private space companies increasingly 
have the technology and ambition to make Mars visits 
of their own. Elon Musk, founder of SpaceX, says he ho-
pes to send a crewed mission there in 2024. If the com-
pany manages to meet that unlikely deadline, it might 
be able to avoid planetary-protection requirements 
altogether. At the moment, no federal agency has ju-
risdiction to authorize and supervise such a mission. 
Among other problems, that regulatory gap places the 
U.S. out of compliance with the Outer Space Treaty.

Addressing these issues is essential, and not just to 
avoid a real-life Andromeda Strain. For one thing, steps 
taken by the U.S. now will be adapted by COSPAR and 
become a non-binding global standard, which should 
help ensure that this new space age is a safe one. At the 
same time, a public scarred by the coronavirus is likely 
to be wary of any space missions that require Ebola-
-level containment strategies. If NASA and other spa-
cefarers want to assure people that they shouldn’t be 
worried about Martian Ebola, they need to prove that 
their safety efforts are as failsafe as their engineering.

For a start, NASA should reassess its planetary-protec-
tion measures in light of recent technological advances, 
and make sure it fills any gaps. It should also establish 
a standing forum devoted to updating those policies as 
circumstances warrant. Imposing safety requirements 
on private space companies is a trickier issue that ul-
timately will require congressional action. But in the 
meantime, NASA should link planetary-protection 
compliance to eligibility for federal contracts.

There’s no telling when and where the next pandemic 
will emerge. But with a little care, NASA and its partners 
can all but guarantee that it won’t be extraterrestrial.

SpaceX’s 1st astronaut 
launch breaking new 
ground for style

THE first astronauts 
launched by SpaceX 

are breaking new ground 
for style with hip spacesui-
ts, gull-wing Teslas and a 
sleek rocketship — all of it 
white with black trim.

The color coordinating 
is thanks to Elon Musk, the 
driving force behind both 
SpaceX and Tesla, and a 
big fan of flash and science 
fiction.

NASA astronauts Doug 
Hurley and Bob Behnken 
like the fresh new look. 
They’ll catch a ride to the 
launch pad in a Tesla Mo-
del X electric car.

“It is really neat, and 
I think the biggest testa-
ment to that is my 10-year-
-old son telling me how 
cool I am now,” Hurley told 
The Associated Press. 

“SpaceX has gone all 
out” on the capsule’s 
appearance, he said. “And 
they’ve worked equally 
as hard to make the in-
nards and the displays 
and everything else in the 
vehicle work to perfec-
tion.”

The true test comes We-
dnesday when Hurley and 
Behnken climb aboard 
a SpaceX Dragon capsu-
le atop a SpaceX Falcon 
9 rocket and, equipment 

and weather permitting, 
shoot into space. It will 
be the first astronaut lau-
nch from NASA’s Kennedy 
Space Center since the last 
shuttle flight in 2011. 

It will also mark the first 
attempt by a private com-
pany to send astronauts 
into orbit. Only govern-
ments — Russia, the U.S., 
and China — have done 
that.

The historic send-off 
deserves to look good, ac-
cording to SpaceX. It alrea-
dy has a nice ring. Musk 
named his rocket after the 
“Star Wars” Millennium 
Falcon. The capsule name 
stems from “Puff the Ma-
gic Dragon,” Musk’s jab at 
all the doubters when he 
started SpaceX in 2002. 

SpaceX designed and 
built its own suits, whi-
ch are custom-fit. Safety 
came first. The cool — or 
wow — factor was a close 
second. 

“It’s important that the 
suits are comfortable and 
also are inspiring,” explai-
ned SpaceX’s Benji Reed. a 
mission director. “But abo-
ve all, it’s designed to keep 
the crew safe.”

The bulky, orange as-
cent and entry suits worn 
by shuttle astronauts had 

their own attraction, ac-
cording to Behnken, who 
like Hurley wore them for 
his two previous missions. 
Movies like “Armageddon” 
and “Space Cowboys” stole 
the orange look whenever 
actors were “trying to pre-
tend to be astronauts.” 

On launch day, Hurley 
and Behnken will get ready 
inside Kennedy’s remode-
led crew quarters, which 
dates back to the two-man 
Gemini missions of the 
mid-1960s. SpaceX techs 
will help the astronauts 
into their one-piece, two-
-layer pressure suits.

Hurley and Behnken 
will emerge through the 
same double doors used 
on July 16, 1969, by Apollo 
11’s Neil Armstrong, Buzz 
Aldrin and Michael Collins 
— the Operations and 
Checkout Building now 
bears Armstrong’s name. 

But instead of the tra-
ditional Astrovan, the two 
will climb into the back 
seat of a Tesla Model X for 
the nine-mile ride to Laun-
ch Complex 39A, the same 
pad used by the moonmen 
and most shuttle crews. It’s 
while they board the Tesla 
that they’ll see their wives 
and young sons for the last 
time before flight. AP

NASA astronaut Bob Behnken in his spacesuit


