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3,135 PEOPLE HAVE SIGNED UP YESTERDAY 
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South Korea has 
reported 43 new cases 
of COVID-19 as health 
authorities scramble to slow 
transmissions in the greater 
capital area amid increased 
public activity. The figures 
released by South Korea’s 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention yesterday 
brought its caseload to 
12,198 infections, including 
279 deaths. The KCDC said 
25 new cases came from 
the Seoul metropolitan 
area.

India added 2,003 deaths 
to its toll yesterday after 
New Delhi and Maharashtra 
states included 1,672 
unreported fatalities. Adding 
the unreported fatalities 
drove India’s fatality rate, 
defined as the proportion of 
death to the total number 
of cases, from 2.9% to 
3.4%. The Health Ministry 
also reported 10,974 new 
coronavirus cases. Its 
national caseload of more 
than 354,000 is fourth 
highest in the world.

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern 
assigned a top military 
leader to oversee the border 
quarantine measures. 
She made the move after 
what she described as an 
“unacceptable failure” by 
health officials in allowing 
two travelers to leave 
quarantine before they had 
been tested for the virus. 
After the women tested 
positive, officials began 
contacting 320 people who 
may have come into contact 
with them. New Zealand was 
considered virus-free. 

Honduran President Juan 
Orlando Hernández has 
tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus, his 
office said. A statement 
issued by the presidency 
yesterday [Macau time] 
said Hernández had 
followed recommended 
health precautions but 
“because of the nature of 
his work, it wasn’t possible 
to remain in total isolation.”
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Fatal clash 
in the 

Himalayas 
ups ante for 

China and 
India

BEIJING BLUES
New outbreak worries Macau, world
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MGTO local tours receive over 
3,100 registrations on first day

Stricter measures for Beijing arrivals 
following ‘extremely grave’ situation
INDIVIDUALS who have 

visited Beijing in the 14 
days prior to their arrival 
in Macau are required to 
undergo a 14-day period of 
medical observation in the 
city as of yesterday at noon.

In taking the step, con-
sideration has been given 
to the fact that Beijing has 
raised its threat level to Le-
vel 2 from Level 3. Level 1 
represents an “especially 
serious” threat in the four- 

level scale of the public 
health emergency respon-
se system.

The Novel Coronavirus 
Response and Coordina-
tion Centre has issued a re-
minder that any individuals 
contravening the measures 
may be subject to manda-
tory isolation in addition to 
corresponding criminal lia-
bilities under the law.

More than 60% of com-
mercial flights in and out of 

Beijing have been canceled 
as the Chinese capital rai-
sed its alert level yesterday 
against a new coronavirus 
outbreak and as other na-
tions confront rising num-
bers of illnesses and deaths.

The cancellations are 
among a number of limits 
on travel in and out of the 
city, especially to hot spot 
areas. Beijing had essen-
tially eradicated local trans-
missions until very recently, 

with 137 new cases since 
late last week.

The virus prevention and 
control situation in Beijing 
was described as “extre-
mely grave” at a meeting of 
Beijing’s Communist Party 
Standing Committee led by 
the city’s top official and the 
party’s secretary Cai Qi.

“This has truly rung an 
alarm bell for us,” Cai told 
participants.

The new threat level has 

led to the cancelation of 
classes, the suspension of 
reopening and stronger re-
quirements for social dis-
tancing. China had relaxed 

many of its coronavirus 
controls after the ruling 
Communist Party declared 
victory over the virus in 
March. LV/AP

ANTHONY LAM

AS of 5 p.m. yesterday, 3,135 
people have signed up to par-

ticipate in the “Macao Ready Go! 
Local Tours” scheme on its ope-
ning day, Inês Chan, an official 
from the Macao Government Tou-
rism Office (MGTO) announced to 
a press conference.

“Out of the [total] registrants, 
40% registered for community 
tours and 60% leisure tours,” Chan 
disclosed. As per the promotional 
materials already released, com-
munity tours will conduct sigh-
tseeing around neighborhoods, 
while leisure tours will mainly take 
place in integrated resorts, with 
dining opportunities in those pre-
mises given government sponsor-
ship.

“We also see that itineraries co-
vering teamLab are exceptionally 
popular,” Chan added. teamLab is 
a brand from Japan that operates 
multimedia light shows. It has just 
started a new resident show in the 
city. 

“One of the three teamLab iti-
neraries has so far attracted more 
than 400 registrants,” Chan disclo-
sed.

Although it is only the first day, 
the local tour scheme will likely ge-
nerate a massive turnout. A lot of 
non-resident workers have com-
mented on social media to express 
their anticipation of the scheme, 
despite the organizers falling 
behind by not getting English and 
Portuguese promotional materials 
ready in the first few days.

Meanwhile, public announ-
cements are still being made on 
public transport and through go-
vernment loudspeakers to stress 
the importance of maintaining 
social distance, wearing a face-
mask and avoiding crowd gathe-
rings.

As a result, the popularity of 
the local tour scheme may con-
travene the reminders of the 
Health Bureau (SSM) on Co-
vid-19 containment. However, 
Chan explained that registrants 
should feel reassured because 
there will be guidelines to follow.

“Tour guides have or will re-
ceive specific training with re-
gards to the current situation 
prior to the commencement of 
tours,” Chan explained. “The 
SSM has also given us advice on 
[epidemic prevention].”

The tourism official stressed 
that operators will be reminded 
about the general sanitization 
procedures and measures requi-
red.

Chan also explained that an-
ti-epidemic measures differ be-
tween each itinerary as the loca-
tions each of them will visit vary 
in nature.

“Some itineraries cover more 
outdoor activities and more si-
ghtseeing, while others are in-
door,” the official said. “That’s 
why measures required for each 
itinerary or group differs.”

The scheme is operated by 
three local tourism industry as-
sociations under the patrona-
ge of the MGTO. It is part of the 
economic revival measures pres-
cribed in Chief Executive Ho Iat 
Seng’s first policy address.

Each Macau resident is sponso-
red with MOP560 at maximum to 
participate in up to two of the 15 
itineraries offered in the scheme. 
Additional and non-local partici-
pations will receive no subsidy.

The itineraries are divided into 
community and leisure oriented. 
The subsidy for each resident can 
only be used on each type once.

On the other hand, yesterday 
saw the first batch of Macau resi-
dents returning home through the 
Hong Kong International Airport 
by special ferry. The route has tem-
porarily resumed to give Macau 
residents a way to come home.

As of 5 p.m. yesterday, 877 Ma-
cau residents had registered with 
the Higher Education Bureau to 
use the special ferry service. In 
addition, the 2 p.m. inbound ferry 
yesterday took 48 residents back.

All residents taking this route 
will have their body tempera-
tures measured and their swab 
test sample collected on-site at 
the Taipa Ferry Terminal, before 
being taken to the quarantine ho-
tel for 14 days.

Furthermore, people who have 
an urgent need to depart Macau 
for other places can also take the 
special ferry to the Hong Kong 
airport for their flights. Chan said 
that the 9 a.m. outbound ferry 
yesterday took 12 passengers.

If outbound passengers can-
not take their flight due to force 
majeure, they will be allowed to 
take the next inbound ferry back 
with an exemption from quaran-
tine.

ZHUHAI QUARANTINE WAIVER 
APPLICATION RESUMES

The SSM announced yester-
day that the channels for qua-
rantine waivers in Zhuhai will 
resume in taking applications 
from today. Each day the online 
platform allow only 1,000 sub-
missions. Once the quota is used 
up, no more applications will be 
accepted for the concerned date.

Macau residents who do not 
possess a Zhuhai Residence Card 
can apply for the waiver on grou-
nds of public or business reasons. 
The Macau government has pre-
viously stressed that reasons such 
as having dinner in Zhuhai will 
not be accepted.

Qualified residents will only be 
allowed to remain in Zhuhai and 
Macau for a seven-day period. 
The first qualified travel will take 
place on June 23.

Zhuhai authorities require 
these qualified travellers to use 
either the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau Bridge or the Lotus Brid-
ge in Cotai.
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Non-resident workers to face added 
difficulties accessing jobs in Macau

‘Blue cards’ up hirer’s sleeve
RENATO MARQUES

ONE of the concerns 
previously raised by 

local migrant workers asso-
ciations and groups is the 
added difficulties or imprac-
ticability workers will en-
counter when attempting to 
have prior contact with their 
future employer, or even 
being able to search for a 
job on their own. This is be-
cause the new law disallows 
people entering Macau on 
a tourism visa to apply for 
work permits while they are 
still in the territory.

The new rules were cla-
rified yesterday and state 
that non-resident workers 
already in Macau must also 
abide by the same require-
ments when changing em-
ployer. This adds to concer-

ns about the importance of 
keeping the blue card active, 
as cancellation of these per-
mits will force non-resident 
workers to exit Macau and 
commence a brand-new 
application process with a 
new employer while staying 
outside the borders of Ma-
cau.

Many employers see this 
decision as a way to retain 
a more steady labor force, 
while some on the em-
ployees’ side regard it as pla-
cing the workers in an even 
more disadvantaged posi-
tion for negotiating working 
conditions with their em-
ployers.

Jassy Santos, president 
of the Progressive Union of 
Domestic Workers of Ma-
cau, shares this opinion, 
telling the Times that the 

enforcement of these new 
rules will significantly affect 
both employers and em-
ployees while benefiting re-
cruitment agencies. 

“I think this will be bad 
and both sides (employers 
and employees) will be ne-
gatively affected,” Santos 
said, adding, “The only peo-
ple benefited by this system 
[are likely] to be the recruit-
ment agencies as I am sure 
they will find in this system 
excuses to keep adding fees, 
especially in what concerns 
to accommodation and tra-
veling expenses.”

For Santos, the new rules 
add more possibilities for 
abuse from the recruitment 
agencies and will also crea-
te more difficulties for both 
employees and employers, 
particularly those that have 

lost their jobs and had to 
return home during the epi-
demic.

She explained that Filipi-
no workers especially “like 
to come to Macau, to tour, 
to know the place, see how 
things work and we like to 
choose our jobs according 
to our skills and preferen-
ces.”

The president of the as-
sociation who fights for 
the rights of the domestic 
workers also recalled that 
these workers have already 
been largely disregarded 
and put in a difficult posi-
tion.

“The minimum wage 
does not apply to us and we 
also do not have a real con-
tract according to the rules 
[of Macau]. We have whate-
ver contract our employees 
decide to write for us,” she 
said noting, that most of the 
time the provisions of the 
contracts are very far from 

the provisions of the law.
Santos considers that 

with these new rules, the 
workers will experience 
further losses in working 
conditions and the capa-
city to negotiate with both 
employers and recruitment 
agencies.

Also questioned on 
the topic, the president of 
the Indonesian Migrant 
Workers Union, Yosa Wa-
riyanti, told the Times that 
she is “a bit worried” by the 
changes but there are other 
more concerning problems.

“We respect the govern-
ment’s decision on this ma-
tter, and certainly the new 
regulations will also include 
rules on how the recruit-
ment process of migrant 
workers [will be done], from 
recruitment rules, accom-
modation costs, departure 
and agency costs,” Wariyanti 
said, adding, “We just hope 
that prospective migrant 

workers will not be trapped 
in illegal recruitment by 
brokers, and hope that there 
will be no overcharging by 
recruitment agencies.”

Wariyanti further explai-
ned that although the new 
rules are important, they do 
not affect so many Indone-
sian migrants as they tend 
to come to Macau throu-
gh agents and, because of 
this, the elimination of job 
seeking for tourism visas is 
not likely to affect many of 
them. 

She added that since the 
Indonesians’ problems are 
more related to the agencies 
and brokers, who recruit 
the workers locally in their 
home towns, “our concern is 
always on the fact that many 
migrant workers [from In-
donesia] are stuck with high 
recruitment fees,” adding 
that the group supports 
“clear and non-detrimental 
rules for migrant workers.”

RENATO MARQUES

F
OREIGN workers aiming 
to find jobs in Macau will 
soon face additional dif-
ficulties in accessing the 

documents that allow such work. 
Analysis and discussions about 
the bill that the government 
has been preparing to promote 
amendments to the laws regar-
ding hiring non-resident workers 
(TNR) have concluded at the Le-
gislative Assembly’s Third Stan-
ding Committee. The bill is ready 
to be sent to the hemicycle, the 
committee’s president Vong Hin 
Fai said yesterday during a media 
briefing after the committee’s last 
meeting on the topic.

Among the most significant 
changes being promoted for the 
new law are the requirement for 
all unqualified and domestic 
workers from overseas to have an 
entry permit on arrival to Macau 
in their possession, and also the 
application of the same rules to 
the TNRs already working in Ma-
cau, should they need or want to 
change employer, Vong clarified 
following questions from the me-
dia.

“If the worker and the em-
ployer terminate the labor rela-
tion, then the worker needs to re-
turn their blue card to the autho-
rities. If the worker finds another 
employer they must abide the 
same rules [stated by the new law] 
and need to [first] obtain an entry 
permit and then enter Macau co-
ming from abroad,” Vong said. He 
added that the bill, by a decision 

of the government, does not state 
that the worker needs to arrive at 
Macau from their country of ori-
gin, saying, “[the workers] can be 
[coming] from Zhuhai or Hong 
Kong, for example.” However, 
Vong acknowledged that such a 
possibility does not apply at the 
current moment due to the en-
forcement of the anti-epidemic 
border restrictions.

Speaking further on the topic, 
the president stated that the go-
vernment has also clarified to the 
committee that the entry permits 
are just one of the requirements 
for the workers to access the blue 
cards, noting that the ability to 
enter Macau “does not mean that 
the access to the blue card is gua-
ranteed.”

“This is not the only requi-
rement. This is just one of the 
requirements to get a working 

permit in Macau. For the others, 
the process will run the normal 
formalities that have not been 
changed in this law amendment,” 
Vong said, adding, “This wou-
ld not affect the current regime 
regarding the need for the em-
ployers to request to the Labour 
Affairs Bureau the authorization 
for hiring as well as the remaining 
process, including to request the 
Public Security Police Force the fi-
nal authorization of permanence 
(blue card) after the services have 
concluded the evaluation and all 
procedures.”

The committee president also 
said that once the bill is finally 
approved by the plenary, the law 
would enter into force 90 days af-
ter its publication on the govern-
ment official gazette. The period 
of three months is justified by the 
need of the government to also 

update some associated adminis-
trative regulations.

EMPLOYMENT RELATIONSHIP 
BEGINS WITH THE USE 
OF ENTRY PERMIT

One of the issues that has pre-
viously raised concerns among 
the lawmakers of the committee 
addressing this bill was regarding 
the definition of when the em-
ployment relationship between 
the employer and the non-resi-
dent worker begins.

Vong clarified that in the final 
version of the bill, it is clear that 
this relationship starts with the 
use of the entry permit.

“We know that one of the du-
ties of employers is to pay for the 
trips of the labor force hired from 
abroad, so in this sense, it was cla-
rified that the labor relationship 
starts at the time of the issuing of 

the entry permit or at least when 
this entry permit is used to enter 
Macau,” he said, explaining that 
this was a topic that the com-
mittee dedicated a lot of time to 
because it was a very complex 
matter and resulted in different 
opinions.

“On the government’s final re-
ply, they say that when the worker 
enters Macau [in the possession 
of the entry permit], the immigra-
tion department of the PSP issues 
him a temporary authorization 
of permanence so, from this time 
on, the labor relationship [offi-
cially] starts and the worker can 
start working in a legal way for 
the employer,” Vong explained, 
saying, “This will be the criteria 
for the execution of the law in the 
future.”

LAW ALONE WOULD NOT 
SOLVE ALL PROBLEMS

Questioned on the topic by 
the media, Vong admitted that 
this law alone “would not be able 
to solve all problems related to 
TNR,” adding that the govern-
ment is also well aware of that. 

The search for employment 
among people on tourist visas 
and the so-called “U-turns” that 
allows extensions of permanen-
ce while not in an employment 
contract, will have to be solved 
through several methods and 
laws, he said. Vong also specifi-
cally mentioned the bill of the 
regulation of the recruitment 
agencies, “we are also currently 
analyzing here in this commit-
tee,” as well as other specific im-
migration-related laws. 

“This law is the first step to 
introduce improvements in the 
process. We can regulate the [job-
-seeking] tourists through other 
laws namely [targeting] the [re-
cruitment] agencies and others 
regarding immigration,” Vong 
concluded.
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Taiwan to ease 
border controls 
for business people

Taiwan’s Central Epidemic 
Command Centre has stated 
that from Monday it will accept 
business people coming from 
lower-risk areas including Hong 
Kong, Macau, New Zealand, 
Australia, Vietnam and Thailand. 
The same measure will also be 
applied to business people from 
South Korea, Japan, Malaysia and 
Singapore which are considered 
medium to low risk. According to 
the center, travellers will only have 
to provide details of where they 
are going in Taiwan and present 
evidence of having tested negative 
for the virus three days before 
flying. The region also requires an 
invitation letter from a company in 
Taiwan. These travelers will still be 
subject to 14 days of quarantine 
but will be able to reduce their 
quarantine time if they pay for a 
subsequent Covid-19 test and 
receive a negative result.

GEG signs contract 
for brand campaign 
in Tencent

Galaxy Entertainment Group Ltd’s 
Galaxy Macau and StarWorld Hotel 
have signed contracts with New 
Sky Global Media Limited (NSG) 
to build up the properties’ brand 
images, in addition to promoting 
the latter’s winter campaign. 
According to reports, advertising 
is conducted across the Tencent 
News mobile application, Tencent 
Videos, and other popular mobile 
applications commonly used in 
China. The advertisement aims to 
garner massive exposure to clients 
in China. The contracts will bring 
$220,000 in revenue to NSG in 
this financial year. Suncity Group 
Leisure Services Ltd entered into 
a similar contract in May 2019, for 
the creation of a Tiktok account. 
The aim was to build and elevate 
the brand image of Suncity ‘ s 
membership club.

MGTO says city 
recording worst 
y-o-y tourist arrivals

Macau SAR has recorded its worst 
year-on-year tourist arrivals in 
January to May this year, since 
2002, due to the pandemic 
outbreak, according to Maria 
Helena de Senna Fernandes, 
director of the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO). The hotel 
occupancy rate has been around 
only 6% percent in recent months. 
As of today, eight hotels are still 
closed.  The MGTO head also 
expects that Macau local residents 
will be the main driving force behind 
local tourism during summer. The 
official told TDM Radio yesterday 
that the SAR has received around 
20,000 visitors last month. The 
tightening of quarantine measures 
for arrivals in Macau starting in 
late March 2020 has caused the 
number of visitor arrivals in April to 
tumble 99.7% year-on-year to just 
11,041.

CRIME

Overstayers forge 
Macau ID to work

Quarantine violators to face jail
JULIE ZHU

 

TWO Macau local re-
sidents will face jail 

sentences for breaking 
their quarantine, accor-
ding to a statement relea-
sed by the Court of Final 
Appeal.

The defendant in the 
first case returned to Ma-
cau on March 14. The de-
fendant’s family member 
fetched the defendant 
from the Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
to a designated hotel for 
quarantine.

On March 23, the con-

victed resident tempo-
rarily left the quarantine 
hotel room, visited the 
hotel lobby and then 
spent approximately 20 
minutes with a friend in-
side the concerned qua-
rantine room.

The Court of First 
Instance (TJB) said that 
“considering the high 
transmission level of Co-
vid-19, and in order to 
prevent crimes, the court 
believes that a penalty 
will not be sufficient” for 
purposes of imposing a 
punishment.

The court believes that 

jail will be a more suita-
ble punishment. There-
fore, the first defendant 
was found guilty and has 
been given a two-month 
jail sentence and will be 
suspended for  a year.

Pursuant to the same 
legal grounds, the TJB 
also gave the second 
defendant an imprison-
ment.

The second convicted 
person returned to Ma-
cau on March 17 from 
the Hong Kong-Macau 
port of the Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge. 
Afterwards, he did not go 

through home quaranti-
ne as requested. Instead, 
he left Macau immediate-
ly for mainland China.

On March 24, the Pu-
blic Security Police Force  
inspected the man’s hou-
se and confirmed that he 
had already left Macau.

The court stated that 
it gave the second defen-
dant a three-month jail 
sentence in order to pre-
vent more people from 
“duplicating the irrespon-
sible and selfish deeds.”

This marks the first 
two cases in Macau where 
people have been senten-

ced to jail for not strictly 
following government or-
ders during the Covid-19 
pandemic. Currently, six 
similar cases are schedu-
led for trial. 

In law No.2/2004, it 
is prescribed that any 
individual confirmed 
to have an infectious 
disease, suspected of 
being infected, or at risk 
of being diagnosed with 
infectious disease, is sub-
ject to a maximum of six 
months in prison if that 
person is convicted of 
contravening the regu-
lation or committing an 
offence. 

The TJB referred to the 
aforementioned law as 
the legal ground behind 
the two sentences. 

JULIE ZHU

T
HE Public Security Po-
lice Force (PSP) has de-
tained two mainlanders 
who have been overs-

taying in Macau for a considera-
ble period of time, during which 
they illegally worked in town.

One of them forged a Macau 
permanent ID while the other 
entered Macau with his Taiwan 
travel permit issued by mainland 
China.

During yesterday’s joint police 
press conference, PSP reported 
the details of the case. On June 15, 
during the PSP’s road inspection 
at Avenida Dr. Rodrigo Rodrigues, 
police officers intercepted one li-
ght duty vehicle with three people 
inside. They were Wang (52), Zhu, 
and Cheung.

Upon request by the police 
officers, Wang presented a Ma-
cau permanent resident ID card. 
However, PSP confirmed the 
inauthenticity of the ID docu-
ment after a vetting process. In 
reality, Wang had entered Ma-
cau with his mainland passport, 

which had expired on August 12, 
2019. Confronted with the revela-
tion of his overstaying status and 
his fake ID, Wang jumped off the 
car and tried to flee the scene but 
was captured by the police offi-
cers.

According to Wang, he had 
been living in public parks since 
his visa ended. On one occasion, 
in a park, he met with a third par-
ty who offered him a fake ID for 
around 1,000 patacas.

The second suspect is Zhu, a 
mainland resident who was hol-
ding a mainland issued and expi-
red Taiwan travel permit.

Zhu has overstayed in Macau 
for over two years. His travel do-
cument expired in May 2018. 

Zhu became acquainted with 
Wang after his document had ex-
pired. Wang was also introduced, 
by another person, to the third 
suspect Ha. Ha (local resident) 
hired Wang to work for him in the 
second half of 2019. Wang then 
introduced Zhu to the work. 

Ha hired the two illegal workers 
as porters and was paying each 
person 100 patacas per service. 

PSP charged Wang for forging 
an ID and illegal employment; 
Ha is accused of illegal employ-
ment; Zhu is charged with overs-
taying and illegal employment.

 
MOP497,000 HEALTHCARE 
COUPON FRAUD

A Chinese medicine sto-
re is suspected of fraud invol-
ving healthcare coupons worth 
497,000 patacas in total.

Eight people, consisting of the 
store’s owner and employees, 
were arrested. Another six local 
residents have also been forwar-
ded to the prosecution autho-
rity for their engagement in the 
fraud.

The owner is a 32-year-old lo-
cal man. He owns a clinic located 
inside a mall in the northern area 
of the city and is also a part-time 
school doctor. His medical busi-
ness made a total of 622 transac-
tions of healthcare coupons.

A police investigation revealed 
that the owners of some of these 
coupons never visited the clinic 
but had records of purchasing 
medicine from a nearby Chine-

se medicine pharmacy with 30% 
discount. These “patients” would 
hand in their ID to the Chinese 
medicine pharmacy and the em-
ployees would then claim money 
from the clinic using the health-
care coupons.

According to PJ, all eight em-
ployees of the Chinese medicine 
pharmacy refused to cooperate 
with the police authority.

Between September 2018 and 
April 2020, the aforementioned 
doctor applied, from the gover-
nment, for healthcare coupons 
totaling to 4.49 million patacas, 
and involving 4,383 local resi-
dents.

The PJ has charged the eight 
people with fraud and for in-
fringement involving computer 
data, in addition to other accu-
sations.

STORE WORKER TAKES 
ILLICIT POSSESSION OF 
FORGOTTEN MACAU PASSES 

A Macau local resident in his 
20’s has illicitly taken possession 
of a total of 14 Macau Passes that 
were forgotten by customers.

His possession of other peo-
ple’s property was not discovered 
until one of the forgotten card 
owners brought the case to the 
police authority.

PSP found a total of 14 Macau 
Passes in the man’s apartment 
upon investigation.

The PSP charged him for not 
reporting lost items in his pos-
session to the authority.

Authorities have also recorded 
another case of drunk driving 
involving a local resident surna-
med Ao Ieong.

Around 2:30 a.m, the suspect 
was intercepted when he was 
driving a heavy-duty motorcycle 
on Avenida Norte do Hipódro-
mo.

He exceeded the legal limit 
when tested, with 1.27 grams of 
alcohol per liter of blood.

“Sometimes cars are driving 
in an unusual way, then we will 
intercept those drivers,” said PSP. 
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ANTHONY LAM

CURRENT operator CUT 
Lda. has lost the bid to ex-

tend its rights to operate Cine-
matheque Passion, the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau (IC) unveiled yes-
terday.

The Cinematheque is a go-
vernment commissioned small 
independent cinema located 
down the slope from the Ruins 
of St Paul’s, which caters to en-
thusiasts of artistic or less com-
mercial films.

The results of the tender, 
announced yesterday, indica-
te that for the next three years, 
starting from August, the Cine-
matheque will be operated by a 
company called Companhia de 
Produção de Entretenimento e 
Cultura, literally translated as 
the Entertainment and Culture 
Production Company.

The price it quoted to the IC 
is MOP15.24 million over the 
next three years. Its competi-
tors, including CUT Lda., quo-
ted prices from MOP23 million 
to MOP34.8 million.

One proposal, which had the 
lowest quoted price, at MOP7.9 
million, was refused by the IC. 
The bureau explained that it 

failed to provide evidence that 
at least half of the stakes of the 
company was under control of 
Macau residents.

In the last tender, CUT Lda. 
provided a quote of nearly 
MOP25 million to the bureau.

On the cessation of its mana-
gement rights, Albert Chu, head 
of CUT Lda., said that he and his 
team feel disappointed about 
the result.

“We have worked our best on 
the bidding process in the past 

three years,” he explained. “We 
had hoped that our appoint-
ment would be lengthened.”

As of press time, the IC has 
not yet disclosed details of the 
proposals either in part or in full. 
It is unclear what, apart from the 

factor of price, has contributed 
to the victory of the winner. The 
bureau has not even hinted that 
it will disclose this information.

Regarding the future of the 
company, Chu, a decades-long 
film industry worker, said that 
the team may work on related 
activities. Meanwhile, the as-
sociation-form grandparent of 
the company, the  Audio-Visual 
CUT Association, has been or-
ganizing similar events.

“We may host seminars and 
extended events in the future,” 
Chu foresees. “We hope we can 
help promote film in Macau 
through such events.”

In the past three years or so, 
CUT Lda. has managed the Ci-
nematheque under the com-
mission of the IC. Over the cou-
rse, it has organized several po-
pular film series and festivals, as 
well as showing popular films.

The winning company, 
meanwhile, has very little infor-
mation accessible online. Accor-
ding to available information, 
it has participated in two other 
biddings, namely the tender for 
the souvenir shop at the Manda-
rin’s House and for filmmaking 
services for the Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Office.

CUT loses bid in Cinematheque operation
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H
ONG Kong, al-
ready grappling 
with tightened 
policing to rein 

in widespread protests that 
followed last year’s proposed 
extradition bill, is now bra-
cing for the prospect of stric-
ter digital controls -- ones 
that would curtail free spee-
ch, communications and 
the ability to organize and 
turn the city of 7 million into 
a surveillance state that more 
closely resembles China.

In recent years, law enfor-
cement has deployed tens of 
thousands of closed-circuit 
television cameras in Hong 
Kong’s streets and shopping 
malls, used broad warran-
ts to crack into the mobile 
phones of protesters, and 
deployed facial recognition 
software that can identify ac-
tivists in massive crowds. 

Now, residents and ac-
tivists worry that proposed 
national security legislation 
will further encroach on ci-
vil liberties, as part of a con-
tinuing effort by Beijing to 
exert its influence over the 
former British colony. Resi-
dents have already watched 
with concern past efforts 
to curb online speech. A si-
milar bill proposed and later 
withdrawn in 2003 would 
have punished those who 
published seditious material 
with up to seven years in pri-
son.

There are few details of 
what is in this imminent le-
gislation, which Chief Exe-
cutive Carrie Lam said in a 
statement last month would 
“only target acts of secession, 
subverting state power and 
organizing and carrying out 
terrorist activities.” Expected 
to be passed in the coming 
weeks, it would also outlaw 
foreign interference in Hong 
Kong’s affairs. Asked if the 
legislation would bring Chi-
na’s Great Firewall with it, a 
spokesperson for the govern-
ment said: “All the basic righ-
ts and freedoms legitimately 
enjoyed by Hong Kong resi-
dents will remain intact. The 
vast majority of Hong Kong 
people who abide by the law 
and do not participate in acts 
or activities that undermine 
national security will not be 
affected.”

But Hong Kong’s head of 
security, John Lee, presented 
a more ominous view.  Bei-
jing’s security ministries are 
expected to be involved in 
a new agency that would be 
set up once the new legisla-
tion was in place, Lee told 
the South China Morning 
Post.  Mainland agencies 
would operate in Hong Kong 
“when needed,” he said, sug-
gesting changes to constitu-

tional curbs on interference 
by Chinese entities.

In a financial hub used 
to relative freedom, protes-
ters and privacy advoca-
tes fear they will soon face 
the kind of restrictions that 
are the norm in China. The-
re, the Great Firewall blocks 
Twitter, Facebook, WhatsA-
pp and many of the other 
means Hong Kongers use to 
communicate and organize 
with one another online.  On 
the mainland, state-sanc-
tioned apps such as WeChat 
and Baidu are regularly mo-
nitored.

There is no such cen-
sorship in Hong Kong. An 
unchecked internet bene-
fits businesses and finance 
professionals using social 
media as much as it does ac-
tivists organizing protests. A 
firewall similar to that in the 
mainland would cut access 
to most foreign news outlets, 
most foreign websites and 
messaging apps.

In late May, Beijing’s Na-
tional People’s Congress pas-
sed a resolution authorizing 
its top leadership committee 
to draft the actual legislation 
that Hong Kong’s govern-
ment would have to enact. 
A Chinese official declined 
to answer questions from 
Bloomberg News on whe-
ther China would extend its 
ban on websites and apps 
from the mainland to Hong 
Kong with the new legisla-
tion. “This is a very specific 
question to ask. Specific 
legislation has not come 
out,” Chinese foreign mi-
nistry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying said last week.

Charles Mok, a member 
of the Legislative Council 
who represents the informa-
tion technology constituen-
cy, said he has asked Hong 
Kong’s security services for 
information on whether 
methods currently used in 
mainland China are now 
being deployed in the terri-

tory.  His efforts to find out 
how many surveillance ca-
meras were in use met with 
different responses: One 
Hong Kong security official 
told him the government 
didn’t maintain those sta-
tistics, while another go-
vernment official said there 
were tens of thousands of 
cameras in public squares, 
borders, shopping malls and 
housing estates.

Andy Chan, under secre-
tary for Constitutional and 
Mainland Affairs, told Mok 
in a November letter that fa-
cial recognition technology 
might be used by law enfor-
cement as part of an investi-
gation “through established 
procedures if it is legally fea-
sible,” but “will not be exces-
sive.”

Protesters have fought 
back against additional sur-
veillance measures. They’ve 
damaged dozens of so-called 
smart lampposts installed 
across the city that authori-
ties say are meant to collect 
weather and traffic data; de-
monstrators fear they will 
soon also sport cameras and 
facial recognition technolo-
gy.

And before the corona-
virus was even a whisper, 
protesters routinely wore 
face masks or brandished 
umbrellas to thwart street 
cameras from recording 
and possibly identifying 
them. (Protesters have said 
that once identified, they 
have been intimidated by 
authorities for attending 
rallies and even lost jobs).  
They’ve used LIHKG, whi-
ch is often likened to Hong 
Kong’s version of Red-
dit, to anonymously post 
opinions on current events, 
and to plan protests and 
online campaigns — an on-
line forum that could come 
under scrutiny from autho-
rities once that legislation is 
in force.

Some residents of Hong 

Kong aren’t waiting to see 
what happens with the 
national security legisla-
tion. After news of the pen-
ding rules broke, people in 
Hong Kong rushed to down-
load virtual private network 
apps that are banned in the 
mainland. VPN software can 
allow users access to the in-
ternet that isn’t censored by 
the government. NordVPN 
said it received 120 times 
more downloads on the day 
Beijing signaled plans to 
usher in the new national se-
curity legislation than on the 
day before.

 It was a tactic shared by 
protesters that dates back to 
the Arab Spring in 2011, when 
people in Tunisia, Egypt and 
elsewhere used VPN softwa-
re to access foreign websites 
detailing the misdeeds of 
longstanding rulers, or pub-
lish content that would have 
earned them imprisonment 
at home, said Roderick Jones, 
president of cybersecurity 
firm Rubica Inc.

“It’s not just about securi-
ty. It’s about information,” 
he said. “There’s very strong 
arguments for people using 
VPNs wherever they are. If 
you’re an activist you should 
think that way, but any nor-
mal person should also just 
use a VPN.”

Activists like Joshua Wong 
said he is concerned that 
any new national security 
legislation will only exacer-
bate police overreach. He 
was arrested last summer 
on charges including “orga-
nizing unauthorized assem-
bly,” and his mobile phone 
was among others seized 
and searched by law enfor-

cement using technology 
that allowed them to crack 
his passcode. According to 
a police statement detai-
ling the investigation, and 
Wong’s application to Hong 
Kong’s High Court to have 
the warrants declared unlaw-
ful,  hundreds of messages 
on Telegram and WhatsApp 
were accessed and collected 
by police. 

Once the new laws are in 
place, Wong fears that par-
ticipating in a protest could 
land him in front of Commu-
nist Party-approved judges in 
the mainland, instead of the 
independent judiciary Hong 
Kong is known for.

“They might target me, I 
might be arrested and prose-
cuted but not in Hong Kong, 
in China,” he said in an inter-
view. “Never say never under 
the hard-line crackdown of 
Beijing.”

In an open letter yester-
day, Amnesty Internatio-
nal urged the leadership 
committee of the NPC to 
drop the proposed legisla-
tion.  BLOOMBERG

China’s great firewall looms over 
Hong Kong as surveillance grows
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The government has announced it will intro-
duce a blood alcohol limit for drivers.

Anyone found to be driving when over the 
set limit will be penalised in the hope it will de-
ter drivers from drink driving and make roads 
safer.

The move comes as the number of road ac-
cidents continues to rise despite a press cam-
paign highlighting the dangers of drink driving.

Existing road safety laws will also be reinfor-
ced in a major crackdown by the government.

A government spokesman announcing the 
plans said as yet it was unknown what the 
blood alcohol limit would be or how it would 
be tested.

The Home Office and police will enforce the 
new law when it is revealed in the Road Safety 
Bill expected next year.

The move is part of the government’s cam-
paign to make people to take more care on 
the roads and look out for themselves, other 
drivers and pedestrians.

“I think we are all of us conscious of the need 
to strengthen enforcement if this is possible 
at all” the government spokesman said.

“What is most desirable is that more and 
more people exercise greater responsibility 
in the use of our roads” he added.

Courtesy BBC News

1965 Drink-Drive 
    limit to be       

In context

In January 1966 the new Road Safety Bill was 
introduced. It set a limit of 80mg of alcohol in 
100cc of blood and it became an offence to 
drive when over this limit.
In 1967 the breathalyser was introduced as a 
way of testing a person’s blood alcohol level.
The introduction of the drink drive limit has 
dramatically reduced the number of acci-
dents caused by being drunk when driving. 
However, campaigners and the government 
continue to promote the ‘Don’t drink and 
drive’ message.
In 1995 the Campaign Against Drink Driving 
(CADD) was formed by relatives of drink-driv-
er victims. It continues to highlight the issue 
of drink driving to the public and government.

this day in historyChina says it agrees with India 
to peacefully solve tensions
C

HINA said yesterday 
that it is seeking a a 
peaceful resolution 
to its Himalayan 

border dispute with India 
following the death of 20 In-
dian soldiers in the most vio-
lent confrontation in decades.

“Both sides agree to resolve 
this matter through dialogue 
and consultation and make ef-
forts to ease the situation and 
safeguard peace and tranqui-
lity in the border area,” foreign 
ministry spokesperson Zhao 
Lijian said at a daily briefing.

It wasn’t immediately clear 
what form talks would take. 
Earlier, Indian Defense Minis-
try spokesperson Col. Aman 
Anand did not respond im-
mediately to queries on the 
situation or whether talks were 
planned to defuse the tensions. 

Indian security forces said 
neither side fired any shots in 
the clash in the Ladakh region 
late Monday that was the first 
deadly confrontation on the 
disputed border between India 
and China since 1975. Some 
officials said the soldiers were 
carrying anti-riot gear instead 
of weapons. 

China has not said if any of 
its troops were injured or kil-
led, although Indian sources 
talk about tens of Chinese ca-
sualties, including a comman-
ding officer. The same sources 
also claim that the Chinese 
soldiers crossed the border “in 
big numbers” and engaged in 
a physical skirmish.

India’s Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi said the country 
would be proud that the Indian 
soldier died while fighting. 

“Their sacrifices wouldn’t 
go to waste. For us, the unity 
and sovereignty of the country 
is the most important. India 
wants peace but when pro-
voked, it is capable of giving 
a fitting reply be it any kind of 
situation,” he said.

India’s Defense Minister Ra-
jnath Singh tweeted that the 
loss of soldiers in the Galwan 
Valley is “deeply disturbing and 
painful.” 

A group of protesters gathe-
red near the Chinese Embassy 
in the Indian capital condem-
ning the killing of the soldiers 
and demanding a ban on 
Chinese goods. They carried 
placards with crossed photo-
graphs of Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and the Chinese army. 

A small group of retired 
Indian army personnel also 
marched close to the embassy 
with placards reading “Chinese 
army down down,” but they 
were detained by police.

Zhao, the Chinese spokes-
person, repeated Chinese 
claims that the clashes erupted 
after Indian forces “provoked 
and attacked Chinese person-
nel, which lead to fears, physi-
cal confrontation between the 
two sides’ border troops and 
resulted in casualties.” 

An official Communist Par-
ty newspaper said the clash 
occurred because India misju-
dged the Chinese army’s stren-
gth and willingness to respond. 
The Global Times, which often 
reflects nationalistic views wi-
thin the party’s leadership, said 
China did not disclose whether 
it had casualties in the skirmish 

to avoid comparisons and pre-
vent further escalation.

While experts said the two 
nations were unlikely to head 
into a war, they also believe 
easing tensions quickly will be 
difficult.

“This will likely be a water-
shed moment in India-China 
relations and the geopoliti-
cs of the Indo-Pacific,” said 
Abraham Denmark, Asia pro-
gram director at The Wilson 
Center. “We’ve already seen the 
deadliest clash on the China-
-India border in over 50 years, 
both countries are led by men 
who have embraced nationa-
lism, and both countries are 
facing tremendous domestic 
and international upheaval as 
a result of COVID-19 and other 
long-standing problems.”

The main questions now 
are if either side can find a path 
to deescalation and whether 
India’s allies such as the United 
States will help. “It is a highly 
volatile and dangerous situa-
tion between two nationalis-
tic, nuclear powers at a time 
when American influence has 
badly diminished,” Denmark 
said.

The editorial published in 
the Global Times yesterday 
said India’s reaction was lar-
gely due to encouragement 
from the U.S., China’s chief 
strategic rival which has been 
steadily building relations with 
India’s military.

“The arrogance and re-
cklessness of the Indian side 
is the main reason for the con-
sistent tensions along China-
-India borders,” the editorial 
said. China “does not and will 
not create conflicts, but it fears 
no conflicts either.”

China claims about 90,000 
square kilometers of territory 
in India’s northeast, while In-
dia says China occupies 38,000 
square kilometers of its terri-
tory in the Aksai Chin Plateau 
in the Himalayas, a contiguous 
part of the Ladakh region.

India unilaterally declared 
Ladakh a federal territory whi-
le separating it from disputed 
Kashmir in August 2019. Chi-
na was among the handful of 
countries to strongly condemn 
the move, raising it at interna-
tional forums including the 
U.N. Security Council.

Thousands of soldiers on 
both sides have faced off over 
a month along a remote stret-
ch of the 3,380-kilometer Line 
of Actual Control, the border 
established following a war 
between India and China in 
1962 that resulted in an uneasy 
truce.

The Indian army said three 
soldiers died initially. The 17 
others died after being “criti-
cally injured in the line of duty 
and exposed to sub-zero tem-
peratures in the high-altitude 
terrain,” it said in a statement 
Tuesday that did not disclose 
the nature of the soldiers’ in-
juries.

The troops fought each 
other with fists and rocks, In-
dian security officials said on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause they were not authori-
zed to disclose the informa-
tion.

After the clash, the two si-
des “disengaged” from the 
area where the the fighting 
happened, the Indian army 
statement said. 

The United Nations urged 
both sides “to exercise maxi-
mum restraint.”

“We are concerned about 
reports of violence and deaths 
at the Line of Actual Control 
between India and China,” 
U.N. associate spokesperson 
Eri Kaneko said. “We take po-
sitive note of reports that the 
two countries have engaged to 
de escalate the situation.”

Michael Kugelman, a Sou-
th Asia specialist at the Wilson 
Center, said that the two coun-
tries were unlikely to go to war 
because they cannot “afford a 
conflict.”

“But let’s be clear: It beg-
gars belief to think that they 
can magically deescalate after 
a deadly exchange with such 
a higher number of fatalities,” 
he said. “This crisis isn’t ending 
anytime soon.”

Vivek Katju, a retired Indian 
diplomat, said the deadly vio-
lence represented a dramatic 
departure from the 4-decade-
-old status quo. 

“The political class and 
the security class as a who-
le will have to do very se-
rious thinking about the road 
ahead,” he said. MDT/AP

Activists of Rashtriya Bajrang Dal shout slogans during a protest against 
the Chinese government in Jammu, India, yesterday

PAKISTAN yesterday threw 
its weight behind longtime 
ally Beijing on India-China 
face-off in the Ladakh area 
of disputed Jammu and 
Kashmir. “China tried its best 
to resolve the [border] issue 
amicably, and through talks. 
But India did not take it with 
the same spirit, and contin-
ued constructions in the dis-
puted region, which led to a 
bloody clash,” Pakistan’s For-
eign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said in a statement. 

“This is an extraordinary sit-
uation, which has been seen 
in the form of a bloody clash 
after several decades. This 
clearly is the result of India’s 
Hindutva ideology,” Qureshi 
asserted. Supporting Beijing’s 
“principled” stand on the 
border dispute with India, he 
said: “The 3,500-kilometer 
border of Ladakh and Tibet 
is a disputed region. If India 
thinks it can devour this area, 
then perhaps, it would not be 
acceptable to China.”

Pakistan supports ally China
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Pasternak heroine; 5- Rat-___; 9- South American Indian; 13- Loads; 14- 

Hue; 16- Chief; 17- Ritzy; 18- Prefix with red; 19- Hey, over here!; 20- Authenticating 
mark; 21- Genetic letters; 22- Think; 24- Ashtabula’s lake; 26- This can be guilty or not 
guilty; 27- Nahuatl speaker; 29- Dejected; 33- Spring sign; 34- ___ fide; 35- Panama and 
bowler; 36- ___ Aviv; 37- Fop; 38- “Michael Collins” actor; 39- A single time; 41- Roadside 
stops; 42- Bellowing; 44- Prince of India; 46- Stately; 47- Han ___ was a “Star Wars” 
character; 48- Freeway access; 49- Harmful intent; 52- ___ Brooks, filmaker responsible 
for “Blazing Saddles”; 53- Affectedly dainty; 57- Rival of Bjorn; 58- Silk cotton; 60- Russian 
river; 61- Curse; 62- Fax forerunner; 63- Ascend; 64- Send forth; 65- Be dependent; 66- 
Bluesy James;
 
DOWN: 1- Drinks (as a cat); 2- Drug-yielding plant; 3- Parks on a bus; 4- Jock; 5- Like 
toxic rainfall; 6- 1,000 kilograms; 7- Code word for A; 8- Rocky hilltop; 9- Bring an 
accusation against; 10- American space 
agency; 11- Prehistoric sepulchral tomb; 
12- Poker payment; 15- Railroad; 23- Lair, 
often for wild animals; 25- Legal matter; 26- 
Tadpole milieus; 27- Stadium used for sports 
or musical events; 28- Nothing; 29- Italian 
lady; 30- Biblical brother; 31- Lieu; 32- Boris 
Godunov, for one; 33- Molecular component; 
34- Musical instrument; 37- Argot; 40- Least 
difficult; 42- Escort’s offering; 43- Ecstasy; 
45- Mythical bird; 46- Large system of 
stars; 48- Insurgent; 49- House rodents; 
50- Homecoming guest; 51- Actress Virna; 
52- Track event; 54- Habeas corpus, for one; 
55- 3:00; 56- Zeno’s home; 59- Alway;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Because there are just too many 
things in your life that you can’t do 
anything about, and if  you spend all 
your time distracted by them, you’ll 
only frustrate yourself. You can be 
happy if  you really want to be.

Apr. 20-May. 20
When was the last time you showed 
them how much you value them? 
Today, reach out and just let them 
know how much you appreciate 
them. Send some silly e-mail 
greetings, plan your next outing.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
The challenges you’re facing 
are not only adding a certain 
amount of  stress to your 
life, they are causing some 
frustration in the lives of  your 
loved ones, too. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Right now you’re probably not 
feeling in sync with your friends or 
co-workers, but that won’t stop you 
from having a very successful day. All 
you need to do is give yourself  some 
time to do whatever you need to do.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’re going to be part of  a very 
honest conversation today, but 
you might hear all the words that 
someone has for you as criticism, 
and then get defensive. Be careful 
not to do this, though.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Real changes are coming soon in one 
of  your oldest relationships. Someone 
is finally ready to speak up and make 
things right between the two of  you. 
But when this person steps up, are 
you ready to support them?

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
No matter what craziness 
happens in your daily routine 
today, you’ll enjoy the ups and 
downs of  it. You have a wonderful 
way of  seeing the bright side of  
everything.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Talk to someone else who knows 
this person and find out what they 
know about the situation you’re 
worried about. Suspicions can be 
more about your fears than about 
reality, so double-check.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’ve got more freedom in 
your social life right now than 
ever before. Are you making the 
most of  it? If  you’re single, take 
advantage of  your ability to do 
whatever you want to do.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your ability to connect with others 
has always been strong, but right now 
you have the right attitude and the 
right amount of  energy required to 
really cement a growing relationship 
whether it’s romantic or not.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If  you’re in a relationship right 
now, don’t make your life all about 
this other person. You need your 
own identity. And if  you aren’t in 
a relationship right now, make the 
most of  your independence.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Throwing up your hands and 
giving up has never been your 
strategy for handling problems, 
and it you shouldn’t even 
consider it today. People admire 
your stick-to-it attitude.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Margrethe Vestager, European Commissioner Executive Vice-President

 TRADE

EU seeks to rein in 
competition from 
foreign rivals
SAMUEL PETREQUIN, 
BRUSSELS

THE European Union un-
veiled plans yesterday to 

fight unfair competition from 
foreign companies backed by 
powerful non-EU trade rivals 
amid China’s growing influen-
ce in the bloc’s single market. 

With its project, the EU’s 
executive arm intends to tack-
le what it calls the “distortive 
effects” of foreign subsidies 
facilitating takeovers of Euro-
pean businesses by companies 
that receive large amounts of 
public aid from non-EU gover-
nments. Competing with Euro-
pean businesses that labor un-
der strict state aid rules, these 
companies can take advantage 
of the unfair support to invest 
massively and win public pro-
curement tenders.

“Everyone is welcome here,” 
Thierry Breton, the European 
Commissioner for Internal 
Market, told a press conferen-
ce. “But it’s also true that when 
one comes to benefit from the 
internal market, to do business 
here, one has to respect our ru-
les.”

Amid the economic reces-
sion triggered by the corona-
virus pandemic, the Commis-
sion’s plan could help protect 
from hostile takeovers the 
thousands of European busi-
ness that have been severely 
hit by the crisis.

“Europe’s economy is open 
and closely interlinked to the 
rest of the world. If this is to re-
main a strength, we must stay 
vigilant,” said EU Commission 

vice-president Margrethe Ves-
tager, who is also in charge of 
competition policy. “That is 
why we need the right tools to 
ensure that foreign subsidies 
do not distort our market, just 
as we do with national subsi-
dies.” 

The proposals came only 
days before a video EU-China 
summit next week. Although 
the commission did not expli-
citly target economic giants 
like the U.S. or China as it un-
veiled its plan, the EU last year 
branded the communist coun-
try a “systemic rival.”

“We are happy that the Eu-
ropean Commission is finally 
taking this issue seriously. But 
China will not be impressed 
by a discussion paper. What 
we urgently need is legislative 
proposals to prevent outsiders 
from buying our strategic com-

panies and know-how at a bar-
gain price,” said EU lawmaker 
Manfred Weber, chairman of 
EU Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen’s center-ri-
ght European People’s Party.

China has become the EU’s 
second-biggest trading part-
ner behind the United States, 
while the EU is China’s biggest 
trading partner. The pair trade 
on average over 1 billion euros 
($1.1 billion) a day.

“The EU is amongst the 
most open economies in the 
world, attracting high levels 
of investment from our tra-
ding partners. However, our 
openness is increasingly being 
challenged through foreign 
trade practices, including 
subsidies that distort the level 
playing field for companies in 
the EU,” said Phil Hogan, the 
commissioner for trade.

The Commission said its 
plan is open for public consul-
tation until the end of Septem-
ber before legislative proposals 
can be considered by member 
states and the EU Parliament. 

The proposals set out three 
programs aimed at combating 
the effects of foreign subsidies 
in the single market, in acqui-
sitions of EU companies and 
during public procurement 
procedures.

The plan would see the 
creation of a general market 
scrutiny tool that would help 
identify situations in which fo-
reign money can cause distor-
tion, and allow a supervisory 
authority to take appropriate 
measures. 

“However, it could also con-
sider that the subsidized acti-
vity or investment has a posi-
tive impact, which outweighs 
the distortion and not pursue 
the investigation further,” the 
Commission said.

The proposals also envisage 
that companies receiving su-
pport of a non-EU government 
should notify authorities when 
they buy EU businesses and 
that transactions could not be 
secured until their review by 
the Commission.

“Should the supervisory 
authority find that the acqui-
sition is facilitated by the fo-
reign subsidy and distorts the 
Single Market, it could either 
accept commitments by the 
notifying party that effectively 
remedy the distortion or, as a 
last resort, it could prohibit the 
acquisition,” the Commission 
said.

As for public procurement 
procedures, the EU’s executi-
ve arm proposes a mechanism 
where bidders would have to 
notify the contracting authority 
of financial contributions recei-
ved from non-EU countries. If 
foreign money made the pro-
curement unfair, the bidder 
would be ejected from the pro-
cedure. AP

CORPORATE BITS
GEG sponsors Children’s Day event

Galaxy Entertainment Group 
title sponsored the Sheng 
Kung Hui Macau Social Servi-
ces Coordination Office (SKH) 
in organizing the “GEG Pre-
sents: International Children’s 
Day ‘Smile behind the Mask’ 
Photo Sharing” event. 

MGM Cotai receives accolade from TTG China
meeting and con-
vention services to 
our guests as part of 
our effort to support 
Macau SAR gover-
nment’s initiative to 
drive the develop-
ment of MICE indus-
try,” Wang pledged.

MGM Cotai of-
fers  approximately 
39,000 square feet of 
combined event spa-
ces. Having hosted a 
series of events and 
concerts, the  MGM 
Theater is  Asia’s first 
dynamic theater that 
can hold up to 2,000 
people in over 10 
seating configura-
tions. 

participate and cheer for the 
pandemic saddened commu-
nity with their smiles, a lucky 
draw was set up. Sponsored 
by GEG, the prizes include ho-
tel accommodations, food & 
beverage, shopping vouchers 
and movies tickets for use at 
GEG’s properties. Moreover, 
a total of 5,000 pieces of chil-
dren’s masks were awarded 
(i.e. 50 pieces each) to the first 
100 participants with succes-
sful submitted entries. The 
event was concluded with an 
award ceremony. 

Earlier, GEG and SKH had 
co-launched a home exercise 
equipment subsidy scheme 
that supported around 150 local 
families, including those children 
with special education needs.

MGM Cotai has won 
the “Best Meeting & 
Conventions Hotel 
in Macau” award at 
the 13th  TTG China 
Travel Awards.

Hubert Wang, pre-
sident of MGM Chi-
na Holdings Limited, 
said, “Innovation is 
at the core of MGM 
Cotai’s meeting and 
convention facilities, 
and is complemen-
ted by our team’s 
extensive experience 
in hosting such con-
ferences for heads of 
state.” 

“We will continue 
to provide profes-
sional and innovative 

By inviting residents to sub-
mit photos of their masked 
faces and smiles on social 
media, the event succeeded 
in spreading positivity to the 
community and was well-re-
ceived with nearly 400 entries.

To encourage residents to 

Netflix CEO 
to donate 
$120M to 
historically 
black 
colleges 

NETFLIX CEO Reed Hastings and 
his wife, Patty Quillin, are dona-

ting $120 million toward student scho-
larships at historically black colleges 
and universities. 

The couple is giving $40 million to 
each of three institutions: the United 
Negro College Fund, Spelman College 
and Morehouse College. The organi-
zations said it is the largest individual 
gift in support of student scholarships 
at HBCUs. 

Hastings has a history of supporting 
educational causes, including charter 
schools. He launched a $100 million 
education fund in 2016, beginning 
with money toward college scholar-
ships for black and Latino students. 

Hastings said now is the time when 
“everyone needs to figure out” how to 
contribute to solving racism. He said 
HBCUs have been resilient “little-k-
nown gems” for black education.

Amid protests over police brutali-
ty that began three weeks ago, com-
panies and business leaders have 
been pledging solidarity with their 
black employees and the black com-
munity. But tech companies — in-
cluding Netflix — have fallen short in 
hiring, retaining and promoting un-
derrepresented minorities within their 
own ranks. 

Other tech industry donations in 
the wake of the Black Lives Matter 
protests have largely been on the com-
pany level. Last week, for instance, 
Apple CEO Tim Cook announced that 
the company will spend $100 million 
on a new Racial Equity and Justice 
Initiative, investing in education and 
criminal justice reform among other 
things. YouTube, meanwhile, pledged 
$100 million to help black artists and 
other creators. AP
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STEPHEN WHYNO

W
HILE there won’t 
be school buses 
of fans hoping to 
see a New York-

-bred horse make Belmont his-
tory, there is a busload of Triple 
Crown expectations heading 
into Saturday’s race.

Seventeen years ago, Jack 
Knowlton and the other ow-
ners of Funny Cide packed 
into school buses and headed 
to Belmont Park in New York, 
hoping to see the horse cap-
ture the home-track victory 
they had dreamed of. It didn’t 
happen. Now, however, Tiz the 
Law looks every bit like the best 
3-year-old in the world and 
could deliver his owners and 
trainer Barclay Tagg the elusive 
crown. 

It’ll take something spec-
tacular Saturday from a wa-
tered-down field to prevent 
the Triple Crown favorite from 
becoming the first New York 
bred to win the Belmont in over 
130 years and taking a power-
ful stride toward the Kentucky 
Derby.

“Barclay doesn’t get the kind 
of horses like Funny Cide and 
Tiz the Law very often, but 
when he does get an opportu-
nity, he makes the most of it,” 
Knowlton said. “Fortunately, 
Tiz the Law is the kind of horse 
that seems to take everything 
in stride and he’s very easy to 
work with. [...] From all indica-
tions, he’s doing as well as he’s 
been doing all year, and hope-
fully that’ll carry over into the 
Belmont.”

Tiz the Law won his two star-
ts this year by a combined 7¼ 
lengths, including the Grade 1 
Florida Derby on March 28. He’s 
the class of the Belmont after 
injuries to Bob Baffert-trained 
Nadal and Charlatan and other 
defections in a year the coro-
navirus pandemic pushed the 
Kentucky Derby back to Sept. 5 
and the Preakness to Oct. 3.

“Tiz the Law has been the 
best 3-year-old since January 
basically and he remains that,” 
retired jockey-turned-NBC 

Sports analyst Jerry Bailey said 
yesterday [Macau time]. “He 
would’ve been favored in wha-
tever Triple Crown race we ran 
first first, so we have a supers-
tar that we’re going to see on 
Saturday.”

It’s an unconventional 
schedule with the three Triple 
Crown races being held out of 
their normal order. The Bel-
mont is being run at 1 1/8 miles 
instead of a mile and a half and 
the traditional third jewel is 
leading off the series for the 
first time.

But Tagg, 82, has Tiz the Law 
primed for this moment.

“Barclay Tagg is a very expe-
rienced, skilled horse trainer, 
and I think once he knew kind 
of what the schedule was, he’s 
been focused on this,” said ri-
val trainer Todd Pletcher, who 

is expected to challenge Tiz 
the Law with Dr Post and Far-
mington Road. “It looks to me 
like the horse is training sensa-
tionally. He looks great on the 
race track. I think it’s not been 
an ideal scenario for anyone, 
but I think there’s no doubt in 
my mind that Barclay will have 
his horse ready to go.”

Tagg got Funny Cide ready 
in 2003 when he won the Derby 
and Preakness before finishing 
third in the Belmont. He also 
learned a lesson from Funny 
Cide’s blazing — probably 
too fast — final pre-Belmont 
workout. So over the weekend, 
Tagg restrained Tiz the Law to a 
relaxing breeze.

Perhaps that’s also a product 
of the two horses’ differences 
in personality. Tagg said: “’Tiz’ 
is more malleable. Funny Cide 

was all run. You couldn’t hold 
him.”

Knowlton recalls Tagg’s as-
sistant trainer, Robin Smullen, 
being the only one who cou-
ld handle the stubborn Funny 
Cide. Now, jockey Manny Fran-
co can maneuver Tiz the Law 
all over the track with ease.

“He’s a different horse alto-
gether,” Knowlton said. “He’s 
a much lower key, very easy 
to handle, does anything you 
want him to do.”

That was on display in the 
Florida Derby when Franco 
guided Tiz the Law from a per-
fect stalking position to a thun-
derous run past other horses 
down the stretch. Franco said 
Tiz the Law “makes my work a 
lot easier.”

“The Florida Derby, he was 
much more receptive to the 

jockey coaxing him back off of 
the early leaders, which makes 
him more effective and he cer-
tainly was,” said Bailey, who 
has won the Belmont twice. “It 
was just a picture-perfect trip.”

Tiz the Law would be the 
first New York-bred colt to win 
the Belmont since Forrester in 
1882. It would also complete 
Tagg’s personal Triple Crown, 
which Knowlton hopes would 
get the veteran trainer some 
Hall of Fame consideration.

That would certainly be true 
if Tiz the Law dominates the 
Belmont and possibly the Tra-
vers Stakes at Saratoga in early 
August, then moves forward to 
run for the roses at Churchill 
Downs.

Following the organic 2003 
tradition when late co-owner 
Dave Mann rented a school 
bus to go from the hotel to the 
track, Tiz the Law’s Sackatoga 
Stable owners might again be 
riding high the first Saturday in 
September.

“Everybody expects that if 
we can get back to the Der-
by, we’ll be in the school bus,” 
Knolwton quipped, “and 
maybe two because of social 
distancing.”

They never figured to be 
warming up the bus again a ge-
neration later. But after buying 
Tiz the Law for $110,000 at the 
same upstate New York year-
ling sale they got Funny Cide, 
it’s another Triple Crown ride 
worth getting excited about. 

“I figure once in a lifeti-
me for an outfit like ours,” 
Knowlton said. “To have it 
happen again, still I wake up 
and kind of pinch myself and 
say, ‘You know what, it looks 
like lightning really has stru-
ck twice.’” AP

HORCE RACING

Tiz the Law is class of Belmont 
field, Triple Crown favorite
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North Korea says it’s sending 
soldiers to joint border sites

North Korea said yesterday that it will send soldiers to now-
-shuttered inter-Korean cooperation sites in its territory and 
reinstall guard posts and resume military exercises at front-line 
areas, nullifying tension-reducing deals reached with South Ko-
rea just two years ago.

The announcement is the latest in a series provocations North 
Korea has taken in what experts believe are calculated moves to 
apply pressure on Seoul and Washington amid stalled nuclear 
negotiations. On Tuesday, the North destroyed an empty inter-
-Korean liaison office in its territory.

The South Korean unification minister has offered his resigna-
tion over the sharp rise in tensions with the North. 

Kim Yeon-chul said he took responsibility for the worsening of 
inter-Korean relations.

Earlier yesterday, Pyongyang explained why it blew up the of-
fice in Kaesong.

A state media article accused the South of breaking 2018 
agreements and behaving like a “mongrel dog” - while the sis-
ter of Kim Jong-un accused the South’s president of being a US 
“flunkey”.

OPINION
World Views
Adam Minter, Bloomberg

Philippine tycoon Eduardo 
“Danding” Cojuangco Jr. 
(left), a key ally of the late 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos 
and a low-key businessman 
who led a food and beverage 
empire that produced 
San Miguel beer, has died. 
He was 85. San Miguel 
Corp. said Cojuangco, who 
served as its chairman and 
chief executive officer for 
decades, died Tuesday 
night, without providing 
other details. 

France The uncle of Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad 
has been sentenced to four 
years in prison by a Paris 
court for laundering money 
to build a French property 
portfolio. Rifaat al-Assad, 82, 
was convicted of embezzling 
Syrian state funds to buy 
homes and offices worth 
€90 million. The former 
vice-president denies any 
wrongdoing. His lawyers say 
he will appeal. His property 
assets in Paris and London 
will be seized, the court ruled.

Russia A special disinfection 
tunnel has been installed 
in the residence of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
outside Moscow and two 
more in the Kremlin, Putin’s 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
confirmed. Reports about 
the tunnel spraying anyone 
passing through it with 
disinfectants appeared 
in Russian state media 
yesterday. RIA Novosti news 
agency reported that the 
tunnel was manufactured by 
a Russian company based in 
Penza, some 550 kilometers 
southeast of Moscow.

Portugal The Champions 
League will finish with a 
12-day mini-tournament 
in Lisbon. The tournament 
will restart in August after 
a five-month suspension 
caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic. The UEFA 
executive committee says 
eight teams will play from 
the quarterfinals in knockout 
games at two venues. The 
final will be held at the home 
stadium of Portuguese club 
Benfica on Sunday, Aug. 23. 
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Street vendors won’t 
save China’s economy

For a decade, I lived in a leafy Shanghai neighborhood 
known for unlicensed street vendors who sold barbe-
cued lamb kebabs, knock-off DVDs and (often) hashish. 
Local police long tolerated their presence, usually in 
return for DVDs and kebabs. But eventually, as the nei-
ghborhood trended upscale and orderly, the stalls and 
the vendors were pushed out, victims of China’s often-
-brutal bid to rid its streets of informal businesses and 
the headaches they created.

Two weeks ago, that national campaign abruptly 
halted when Li Keqiang, China’s premier, invited the 
street vendors to return. His rationale was twofold. 
First, China is facing a significant economic downturn 
and needs all the jobs it can get. And second, street 
vendors make tasty food. He’s right on both counts, but 
unfortunately wrong on the policy. Reopening China’s 
cities to unregulated street vendors would only under-
mine the government’s far more important priorities.

More than 2,000 years ago, Chinese writers were alrea-
dy complaining about migrants who set up unlicensed 
businesses on city streets. A millennium later, Zhang 
Zeduan painted “Along the River During the Qingming 
Festival,” a revered scroll (sometimes referred to as “Chi-
na’s ‘Mona Lisa’ ”) that depicts daily life during the Song 
Dynasty. Street vendors are prominently stationed in 
the busiest parts of the city, hawking food and goods.

That kind of commerce persisted until the 1950s, 
when Mao Zedong’s anti-capitalist ideologues banned 
private enterprise. The end of the Cultural Revolution 
(and of Mao) in the mid-1970s marked the beginning 
of a street-vending renaissance. As China’s youth re-
turned from involuntary exile in the countryside, the 
government opened up private businesses. And with 
capital scarce, entrepreneurs often opted to sell on the 
streets, offering traditional foods or (increasingly) the 
low-cost goods being produced in the country’s new 
factories. Their numbers grew rapidly, especially in the 
1990s as the government shut down unwieldly state-
-owned companies and laid off millions of workers.

Other factors, too, boosted their numbers. For one 
thing, their customer base expanded as hundreds of 
millions of workers migrated into cities in search of 
work and in need of cheap food and goods. For ano-
ther, the government was largely indifferent to informal 
workers, and left them unregulated.

This turned out to be a mixed blessing. The vending 
trade quickly expanded, but so did the problems asso-
ciated with it. By the early 2000s, Chinese media were 
running stories on the use of “gutter oil” — basically, 
used cooking oil that’s sold (and resold) under unsa-
nitary conditions. The primary market for the pro-
duct has always been the low-margin small restaurant 
or food cart. But when there are millions of such busi-
nesses, and local governments are disinclined to shut 
them down or fine them, eradicating such practices is 
difficult.

Similarly, the sale of fake goods soon soared on Chi-
na’s streets. Not that long ago, it was still possible to buy 
counterfeit DVDs of Hollywood releases a block from 
the U.S. embassy in Beijing. It was a high-margin trade, 
and the local officials who always said the right things 
in public about intellectual property managed to find 
reasons to look the other way in private. When cities did 
crack down, it was often via violent means that proved 
quicker than regulatory fixes but also highlighted ham-
-handed governance.

Belatedly, some cities have come to see the wisdom 
of a different approach: establishing a sanitized and re-
gulated trade that actually protects the public. In 2017, 
Beijing required its 300,000 street-food sellers to get a 
license, operate at fixed locations and stop serving po-
tentially hazardous fare, such as raw seafood. Inevita-
bly, that effort has shrunk the street-vendor communi-
ty — but also made it much safer for the public.

Such rules may not boost employment as the unbrid-
led approach of the 1990s did. But unlike recent propo-
sals for a street-vendor restoration, they’re the right way 
to grow the sustainable businesses the country needs 
as it rebuilds from Covid-19. Nostalgia for a chaotic and 
unsafe past shouldn’t divert China from building a be-
tter future.

China wants banks to 
cap their profit gains 
to single digits

CHINA’S financial regu-
lators are asking banks 

to keep profit growth below 
10% this year as they direct 
the nation’s lenders to su-
pport an economy facing 
its worst slump in four de-
cades, according to 
people familiar with 
the matter.

Regulators will 
urge banks to sacri-
fice profits by exten-
ding more loans at 
lower rates, boost 
their loan-loss pro-
visions and more 
proactively recogni-
ze non-performing 
debt, said the people, asking 
not to be identified as the 
matter is private. Some lo-
cal branches of the China 
Banking and Insurance Re-
gulatory Commission have 
started communicating 
with banks in their juris-
dictions, two of the people 
said.

China will push finan-
cial institutions to sacrifi-
ce 1.5 trillion yuan ($212 
billion) in profit this year to 
support enterprises by offe-
ring lower lending rates and 
fees and deferring loan re-
payments, the state televi-
sion cited the State Council 
meeting led by Premier Li 
Keqiang as saying yesterday.

The request underscores 
concerns about how qui-
ckly China can recover from 
the coronavirus outbreak. 
While Chinese banks were 
already expecting weaker 
performances this year, li-
miting their earnings aspi-
rations could further moti-

vate them to beef up buffers 
against future band loans. 
It would also avoid banks 
reporting big profits during 
difficult economic condi-
tions, according to the peo-
ple.

CBIRC didn’t imme-
diately respond to request 
seeking comment.

China’s $41 trillion 
banking system is at the fo-
refront of propping up com-
panies hurt by the outbreak 
of coronavirus and the im-
pact from its global spread. 
In a severe downside case, 
assuming economic growth 
at 4.8% annually until 2021, 
the industry could face an 
unprecedented 39% slump 
in profits this year, accor-
ding to UBS Group AG. 
Without government for-
bearance measures, their 
earnings may tumble by 
70% to absorb the wave of 
bad debt.

The plan could also re-
veal the true level bad debt 
in China, which official data 
show has so far only ticked 
up marginally even as a lo-
ckdown earlier this year hit 
hard at many borrowers.

Lenders led by Industrial 
& Commercial Bank of Chi-

na Ltd. more than doubled 
loans to businesses in the 
first quarter, while defer-
ring and rolling over 1.5 
trillion yuan in repayments. 
That allowed the banks to 
report only a 0.06 percen-

tage point increase 
in non-performing 
loan ratios to 2.04% 
at the end of March, 
while posting a 5% 
increase in combi-
ned earnings to 600 
billion yuan.

Still, a few listed 
lenders including 
China Merchants 
Bank Co. and Bank 

of Ningbo Co. managed to 
deliver growth that topped 
10%. Shares of both have 
dropped about 9% this year, 
outperforming the avera-
ge 16% decline of Chinese 
banks.

The latest regulator gui-
dance will hurt some mid-
-sized national banks and 
city commercial banks the 
most, said the people.

S&P Global estimated 
that the non-performing 
asset ratio, a more stringent 
measure of troubled advan-
ces that includes forborne 
loans, could almost double 
to 10% from pre-outbreak 
levels this year. That’s a pro-
jected increase of 8 trillion 
yuan.

The government in May 
decided to extend loan re-
lief measures for the na-
tion’s smaller businesses by 
nine months to March next 
year, giving further reprieve 
to trillions of yuan of troub-
led loans. BLOOMBERG

Beijing will 
push financial 
institutions to 
sacrifice $212 

billion in profit 
this year


