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India and China said
yesterday that they had
made progress disengaging
frontline troops froma
months-long standoffalong

adisputed part of their border

hereabroninlune cft 20 Shell company at center of illegal residency scheme currently on

Indian soldiers dead. Special

representativesonthe trial is co-owned by the most recent Macau representative to the

borderissue, India's national
secutyacisor Ao National People’s Congress, Kevin Ho

and China's Foreign Minister p g I aP3
Wang Yi, spoke by phone
on Sunday about theissues
along the frontier known as
the Line of Actual Control.

India has overtaken Russia
to become the third worst-
affected nation by the
coronavirus after the country
reported 24,248 new cases
yesterday. India has now
confirmed 697,413 cases,
including 19,693 deaths.
Russiahas 680,283 cases.
Indian authorities withdrew
aplanned reopening of the
famed Taj Mahal monument,
after new cases were
detectedinthe area.
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China reported four
new cases, three from
outside the country and

one transmitted locally in
Beijing, the National Health
Commission reported.
Another 106 people were
inisolation as suspected
cases or for testing positive
for the virus without showing
symptoms. China has
recorded 4,634 deaths
among 83,557 cases since
the virus was detectedin
Wuhan late last year.

‘WORST
South Koreareported 48
newinfections yesterday, )
QUARTER EVER

tolocal transmissions
andinternational arrivals,  ec—
continuing a weekslong F O R G AMM’

spread that has inspired

second-guessing onwhether S E C T O*R

officials were too quickly T & 5

to ease social restrictions
entering May. The figures P RE D I C T
announced by the Korea .
Centers for Disease Control -
and Prevention brought the AN AL Y S T S

national caseload to 13,137 P4

infections and 284 deaths.
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MACAU COUNTS
PORTUGUESE TRADITIONS
AS CULTURAL HERITAGE

The Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) said it
has added 55 more items to its list of the
intangible cultural heritage of the city,
including several Portuguese traditions.
Theinstitute said in a statement that
the new items include Portuguese folk
dance, the Arraial de Sdo Joao, several
Catholic processions, Macau's iconic
egg tarts (pastéis de nata), and making
and painting tiles in the Portuguese
style. The announcement says some of
the additions were proposed by Macau
individuals or communities, and that
some had been under consideration by
the institute for some years. Specifying
those aspects of the intangible cultural
heritage of Macau that deserve
preservation affords them protection,
the announcement by the IC stated. The
list of the intangible cultural heritage of
Macau now contains 70 items.

AIRPORT PASSENGERS
PLUMMET 99.7%
YEAR-ON-YEAR IN JUNE

The number of passengers traveling
through the Macau International
Airport plummeted 99.7% year-on-
yearto 1,836 in June, the facility's
operator CAM has announced. In
June last year, the airport recorded
780,595 passengers. Accordingto a
CAM statement this week, passenger
movement in the first half of the year
dropped 80% to 936,968. In the first
half of last year, the number of airport
passengers stood at 4.72 million.
Macau's tourism, gaming, retail and
other sectors have been severely
affected by the economic impact

of the novel coronavirus pandemic.
Meanwhile, according to a separate
statement issued by the Statistics
and Census Service, touchdowns and
takeoffs at the single-runway airport
dropped 96.2% year-on-year in May.

MACAU’S BROAD MONEY
SUPPLY ROSE BY 0.7%
IN MAY

The broad money supply continued

to rebound in May with a stable share
of patacas, according to statistics
released yesterday by the Monetary
Authority of Macao. According to the
latest data, the currency in circulation
and demand deposits rose by 0.5%
and 10.6% respectively in May. On the
other hand, quasi-monetary liabilities
decreased by 0.3%. The sum of these
two items, i.e. broad money supply, rose
by 0.7% to 686.8 billion patacas. The
shares denominated in pataca, Hong
Kong dollar, renminbi and U.S. dollar
were 32.3%, 45.6%, 5.9% and 14.2%
respectively. Meanwhile, at the end of
May, the loan-to-deposit ratio for the
resident sector decreased from 58.9%
at the end of April to 58%. The ratio for
both the resident and non-resident
sectors fell from 98% to 97.5%.

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

ALVIS LO SAYS NO STANDARD
GUIDELINES FOR FACEMASKS

ANTHONY LAM

HE guidelines on wearing

masks, issued by the No-
vel Coronavirus Response and
Coordination Center, do not sti-
pulate which types of mask are
mandatory for places that requi-
re their use, Dr Alvis Lo, medical
director of the public Conde de
Sdo Janudrio Hospital said yes-
terday.

He was questioned by the
Times as to the authority’s com-
munications with other gover-
nment entities with regards to
mask wearing.

At first, he declined to com-
ment on the matter because he
was “not familiar with the spe-
cific case and situation and did
not have sufficient information
to make comments.”

Yesterday, the Court of First
Instance’s security post and re-
ception office requested a Ma-
cau Daily Times journalist going

there to report on a court hearing
to replace his reusable facemask
with a disposable surgical one.

On the sidelines on the press
conference, the medical doctor
provided more information on
the matter.

He first explained that the
Health Bureau tries to be ex-
tremely cautious when making
comments on other bureaus or
entities. “For example, we were
also very careful when we com-
ment on the condition in other
places,” Lo stressed. “That’s why,
without having sufficient infor-
mation on particular cases, we
tend not to make comments.”

Facemasks are mandatory
in many places, such as on pu-
blic buses and in government
offices. The health authority
has issued guidelines on the re-
quirement, however Lo explai-
ned that “guidelines differ from
laws” and that different entities
will interpret them differently.

DRIVERS ON THE BRIDGE BEWARE

THE Public Security Police Force
(PSP) has confirmed that anyone
driving their own cars to Macau via
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau
Bridge will be required to park at
the paid public parking lot near the
border checkpoint untilthey finish
their 14-day quarantine at a desig-
nated hotel. The statement comes
after Macau Daily Times published

AWMAKER Sulu Sou

has submitted a sta-
tement to the govern-
ment urging it to “revi-
ve interaction with the
press and take real ac-
tions to safeguard free-

an account yesterday of aresident
who was horrified to discover a
nearly 6,000 pataca parking bill after
completing his mandatory quar-
antine. “There was nothing | could
do besides pay,” he told the Times.
Theresident also said he wanted
his case to serve as a warning to
others attempting to enter Macau
by the same means.

BLOOMBERG

The respiratory physician
added that entities have the
discretion to decide what types
of mask are suitable for their
venues. “Taking this case for
example, the Court has the right
to decide if it will accept reusab-
le masks,” Lo explained.

His colleague, Dr Leong lek
Hou, coordinator at the local
Center for Disease Control and
Prevention, tried to determine
if there was anything printed on
the reusable mask that promp-
ted the concerns of the judicial
body.

However, this was not the
case, for the facemask was dark
blue in color without any gra-
phics or writing printed on it.

Meanwhile, when questioned
on whether there was any news
on easing border restrictions
between the two Special Admi-
nistrative Regions, Lo stressed

Sulu Sou urges gov't to
protect freedom of the press

that the local government has
been in communication with its
Hong Kong counterpart on the
matter and would disclose any
updates in a timely manner.

Not only is it in communica-
tions with Hong Kong, the local
government is also discussing
a further easing of restrictions
with Guangdong, Macau’s single
biggest visitor source market.

“Every time we had good
news in this aspect, we made
immediate announcements to
the public,” Lo recalled. “The
same applies to the negotiation
with Hong Kong. Once we have
specific details, we will make an-
nouncements accordingly.”

He stressed that it is not ne-
cessary to wait until all parties
relax their restrictions to make
announcements, hinting that
when good news occurs, annou-
ncements will be made.

dom of the press.”

Recently,  Chinese-
-language  newspaper
Cheng Pou published
articles which criticized
the government for no
longer inviting the press
to attend inauguration
ceremonies of officials,
such as the inauguration
ceremony for Inés Chan,
the new director of the
Government Informa-
tion Bureau (GCS).

The Chinese paper
also criticized the Legis-
lative Assembly for no

longer allowing journa-
lists to wait at the door
of committee meetings,
depriving them of the
right to conduct stand-
-up interviews with sit-
ting officials.

The lawmaker said
on social media that
he was not even aware
of this “new” arrange-
ment, despite being a
deputy in the legislatu-
re.

In his written ques-
tion, he cited the Basic
Law stipulation that

protects freedom of the
press but added that
“how to execute it dai-
ly by utilizing laws and
policies is the key.” Sou
also expressed his own
doubt over the govern-
ment’s decision not to
invite the press to at-
tend the inaugurations
of officials.

He questioned the
government on the cri-
teria it uses to determi-
ne if the press should
be invited to events. He
stressed that Covid-19

containment is no lon-
ger a legitimate reason
not to invite the press,
as the city held the an-
nual Dragon Boat Races
last month, which ga-
thered a large number
of people in a single
space.

Although he prai-
sed the government for
previously terminating
the general spokesper-
son mechanism and
appointing the GCS to
undertake the relevant
tasks, he expressed dou-

bt that the government
conducted a review on
the mechanism whi-
ch gives each bureau
a press officer. He also
sought to know the go-
vernment’s roadmap for
improving interactions
with the press.

The lawmaker also
asked about the pro-
gress to institutionalize
TDM'’s position as a pu-
blic broadcaster, so that
the UNESCO indexes
governing public broad-
casters are followed. AL
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COURTS | IPIM

Prosecutors find shell company at center
of allegedly illegal residency scheme

RENATO MARQUES

UNAN (Macao) En-

gineering Equip-

ment Installation

Company Limited
became the focus of yesterday’s
court session in the high-profi-
le case against the former lea-
ders of the Macao Trade and
Investment Promotion Institu-
te (IPIM) and their alleged affi-
liates.

The Public Prosecutions Of-
fice (MP) suspects Hunan En-
gineering was only a shell com-
pany because it had no staff at
the time it submitted residency
applications for two employees
and near-zero income. Yet its
owners had attempted to hire
two managers to oversee hu-
man resources and accounting.

It was also revealed yester-
day that the company is co-ow-
ned by the most recent Macau
representative to China’s Na-
tional People’s Congress, Kevin
Ho, in addition to two other
partners currently standing
trial.

This revelation was revealed
yesterday morning when the
Court of First Instance gathe-
red to hear a witness, an inves-
tigator from the Commission
Against Corruption (CCAC)
who was in charge of the in-
vestigation into the allegedly
false applications, explain the
details of the two positions Hu-
nan Engineering was said to be
hiring for.

In the session, the CCAC in-
vestigator explained the con-
clusions reached by the cor-
ruption watchdog about the
applicants and the procedures.
The CCAC determined that
the majority of the issues were
undertaken by one of the part-
ners of Hunan Engineering, Ng
Kuok Sao. Ng performed these
actions with the assistance of
Miguel Ian Iat Chun, a former
chief of the IPIM’s Residency
Application and Legal Affairs
Division and most recently a
member of staff at the Pension
Fund.

According to the investiga-
tor, lan and Ng were in close
communication over the case
of the two applicants, with Ng
often requesting help from Ian
on the status of the requests,
as well as providing insight on
which documents they should
provide to try and overcome
IPIM’s refusal to grant them re-
sidency.

In court, the investigator
showed several documents and

RENATO MARQUES

records to prove that Ian hel-
ped to provide recommenda-
tion letters and a declaration
from Hunan Engineering that
was then submitted to IPIM in
the name of the applicants.

Questioned by both the pro-
secution and the judges on
what benefits had been granted
to Ian in exchange for the job,
the investigator said they be-
lieved Ng had offered him the
possibility of acquiring apart-
ment units at a development
in Hengqgin at a price about
RMB4,000 lower per square
meter than the market rate at
that time.

Nevertheless, the investiga-
tor admitted that they failed
to prove that Ian had acquired
any of those housing units, ha-
ving only evidence that he had
shared with Ng the interest in
acquiring them.

The CCAC investigation also
revealed that several people,
including the applicants and
others working on their behalf,
submitted to IPIM a declara-
tion of work experience and
jobs that the CCAC now consi-
ders to be forgeries. The proof
for this was that, at the time of
these declarations, the appli-
cants, including a woman na-
med Iu Mei Lei, had already
stayed in Macau for long pe-
riods, as shown by their immi-
gration records.

The CCAC said it concluded

that Hunan Engineering was
acting as a shell company and
that the documents submitted
to IPIM were forged or contai-
ned false information.

It found that the records of
the company in several go-
vernmental departments - in-
cluding the Social Security
Fund, the Financial Services
Bureau and the Economic Bu-
reau - showed clearly that the
company did not have any
employees. In fact, most of its
former employees were recor-
ded as having left the company
around three years earlier.

Moreover, the company
bank records demonstrated
low to no entries or tax filings
submitted to the government,
showing that the company
had generated no income for
several years in a row. These
records proved the company’s
inactivity and, consequently,
the lack of necessity in recrui-
ting the two applicants for the
positions of General Manager
for Accounting and General
Manager for Human Resour-
ces, positions used in the IPIM
applications.

To prove that the applicants
were aware of the illegality of
the scheme and also the par-
ticipation of the company in
the whole process, the CCAC
investigator showed records
of bank transfers made by or
in the name of the applican-

ts to another company owned
by Ng, the One Kin Construc-
tion Company, Ltd. The to-
tal value of the transfers was
RMBG600,000, which was refun-
ded around three years later
to the applicants after IPIM’s
successive refusal to grant the
residence authorization to the

applicants.
Questioned by the judge,
the investigator mentioned

that the amount paid by the
applicants was too high and
unjustified, showing that other
companies in the market which
provide services of consultan-
cy and delivery of documents
to IPIM for the same purpose,
charge as little as MOP5,000 or
did so free of charge.

Although the applicants

were not granted the residency
in Macau, the investigator no-
ted that the simple submission
of documents to IPIM and the
lengthy process would open
the possibility for the appli-
cants to apply for and renew
their authorizations to stay in
Macau for nine months in the
case of one of the applicants
and one year in the case of the
other.

The trial will continue today
hearing more accounts from
witnesses in the case. In total,
prosecutors have accused 26
people of several crimes of cor-
ruption, including document
forgery. Among the defendants
are several former high ranked
IPIM officials, including its for-
mer president, Jackson Chang.

KEVIN HO DENIES INVOLVEMENT

WUTH HUNAN ENGINEERING

KEVIN HO, a partner and ad-
ministrator of Hunan (Macao)
Engineering Equipment Installa-
tion Company Limited, has denied
any involvement in the activities

of the firm. Two out of the three
business owners, excluding Ho, are
being accused of corruption and
other unlawful activities in their
treatment of residency applica-
tions reviewed by IPIM. "l was never
involved in the business activities
of this company. | think at the

beginning | was asked by Ng [Kuok
Sao] to help to launch the com-
pany,” Ho told TDM Radio, adding,
“Ngand also Tang [Zhang Lu] lost
contact with me a long time ago
so there was no way to close the
company.” Both Ngand Tang are
defendants on the IPIM residency
scheme case and are being tried in
absentia as they are both at large.
Ng has been already given a five-
year imprisonment sentence for
fraudin an unrelated case.
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

"WORST QUARTER EVER' FOR

GAMING SECTOR, PREDICT ANALYSTS

LYNZY VALLES

MERICAN banking firm Mor-
an Stanley has predicted that
the casino operators’ quarterly
earnings before interest, taxes, de-
preciation, and amortization (EBI-
TDA) for the second quarter of
this year will be the “worst quarter
ever,” expecting the six concessio-
naires to have a combined quar-
terly loss of around $1.04 billion
(8.3 billion patacas).

Analysts at the firm said that
the losses, which will be released
in the coming weeks, are related
to operational costs at casino pro-
perties.

According to the analysts, the
results “could provide a glimp-
se into operating expenses (fixed
costs), who amongst the casino
operators managed to reduce cos-
ts the most, and what proportion
of the cut is sustainable.”

EVA BUCHO

In a note issued yesterday,
analysts Praveen Choudhary and
Gareth Leung said they forecasted
losses of $286 million and $205
million for the quarter for Sands
China and Melco Resorts & Enter-
tainment respectively.

Morgan Stanley also said in
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the note that the daily operating
expenses of the city’s six gaming
operators may have dropped by
21% year-on-year to a total of $15
million.

Initially, Morgan Stanley esti-
mated that Sands China Ltd had
the highest daily operating ex-

Macau rises up list of most
expensive cities for expats

ACAU’S rank among the

most expensive loca-
tions for expatriates in Asia
has climbed to the 15th spot,
10 places up from a previous
ranking, according to a study
conducted by ECA Internatio-
nal.

The rating agency’s cost of
living surveys were carried
out between March and Sep-
tember using a hypothetical
basket of day-to-day common
goods and services purchased
by assignees.

Amid the pandemic ou-
tbreak and its effect on the
city’s economy, the inflation
rate in the SAR has dropped

AD

|

i b o o
= b L

B

penses during the second quar-
ter, amounting to $4.3 million,
followed by Galaxy Entertainment
Group Ltd which recorded daily
expenses of $2.9 million in the re-
porting period.

Other gaming operators may
report daily operating expenses

of less than $3 million, including
Wynn Macau, which is estimated
to operate at $2.6 million daily and
Melco Resorts and Entertainment
Ltd at $2.2 million.

MGM China Itd and SJM
Holdings Ltd were estimated to
operate at $1.6 million and $1.3
million respectively.

Morgan Stanley noted that
the “market believes the worst is
behind us and pent up demand
and removal of overseas destina-
tions as a choice could drive upsi-
de to estimates.”

“While Q2 numbers may not
provide [insightinto] when the tra-
vel restrictions will be lifted or how
big 2021 could be, it can answer
two questions: (1) who controlled
costs the most, and (2) who lost
the least as a percentage of Enter-
prise Value,” said the group.

Last month, Macau’ gross ga-
ming revenue dropped 97% year-
-on-year, falling to a yearly low of
just MOP716 million.

It was the fifth consecuti-
ve month that gaming revenue
plummeted, followed by the
93.2% and 96.8% drop in May and
April respectively.

2020 SPORTS DAY FOR
DISABLED HELD WITH
LIVELY ATMOSPHERE

slightly from 2.75% in January
to 2.53% in May.

The group said that other
Chinese cities have all dro-
pped in the most recent cost
of living rankings this year.
This includes Beijing and
Shanghai, which both fell nine
places — coming in at 24th and
19th place respectively.

Hong Kong has also dro-
pped slightly in the rankings
after falling behind the Swiss
cities of Basel and Bern, and
now sitting outside of the top
five most expensive locations
globally.

“Despite experiencing po-
litical and social unrest over

the course of 2019, and more
recently the impact of Co-
vid-19 which has led to the re-
luctance of people moving to
the city, Hong Kong has only
seen a small drop in the global
rankings amid the uncertain-
ties,” according to Lee Quane,
Regional Director, Asia at ECA
International.

“Although it has been over-
taken by Bern and Basel,
Hong Kong is still one of the
most expensive places for
overseas workers to live in
and is still costlier than other
Asian expatriate hubs such as
Tokyo and Singapore,” Quane
explained. LV

HE 2020 Macau
Sports Day for the
Disabled was held
on Sunday “with a li-
vely and harmonious
atmosphere,” accor-
ding to its three or-
ganizers, the Macau-
-China  Paralympic
Committee & Macau-
-China  Recreation
and Sports Associa-
tion for the Disabled,
Macao Special Olym-
pics and Macao Deaf
Association.
According to a
statement from the
Macau Sports Bureau

(ID), the Macau Spor-
ts Day for the Disab-
led is primarily de-
signed to encourage
people with disabili-
ties to practice more
sports, keeping them
physically and psy-
chologically healthy:.
However, the ID
stressed that the Ma-
cau Sports Day for
the Disabled also ser-
ves to highlight the
problems experien-
ced by handicapped
people, helping to
build knowledge wi-
thin society and rai-

se public awareness.
This serves to help
the disabled better
integrate into larger

society,  organizers
said.

For this vyear’s
event, there were
nine recreational
sports games and
three  experiencing

zones for physical
fitness testing in this
event. The Sports Day
allows the physically
challenged, their fa-
milies and the public
to enjoy sports toge-
ther. DB
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UNLIKELY
CONTRACT
IN THE SA

LYNZY VALLES &
ANTHONY LAM

migrant worker from the
hilippines who tested po-
sitive for Covid-19 is unlikely
to have contracted the virus
in Macau given the safe con-
ditions of the city, according to
Dr Leong Iek Hou, coordinator
of the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention.

The migrant worker who
returned to the Philippines on
June 18 via the government’s
chartered flight recently tes-
ted positive for Covid-19,
Philippine authorities deter-
mined. The 29-year-old, who
is six months pregnant, was
among the passengers of the
second and most recent repa-
triation flight arranged by the
Philippine Consulate General
in Macau.

She arrived in Manila at
4:15 p.m. on June 18 via Phi-
lippine Airlines Flight PR353.
She stayed in the capital for
four days in line with qua-
rantine requirements and, on
June 22, travelled to Davao de
Oro, where she lives.

She underwent a rever-
se transcription-polymerase
chain reaction (RT-PCR) test
on June 28 and, when the re-
sults came out late last week,
it was determined that she had

\

MIGRANT WORKER

R

contracted Covid-19. Her case
was considered asymptomatic.

“We are extremely concer-
ned about the case. We have
immediately contacted the
Philippine health authority,
which preliminarily replied to
us that it needed more time to
collect details on the case, as
the patient tested positive in
the Southern city of Davao de
Oro,” said Dr Leong yesterday
at the press conference.

“Our preliminary evalua-
tion on the case is that she left
Macau on June 18 and had her
infection confirmed in early
July. Although we're not fami-
liar with the specific details,
judging from the timeline and
the current condition in Ma-
cau, it’s not likely she contrac-
ted the virus in Macau,” the
medical doctor said.

Given that she remained
in her home between June 18
and July 2, as well as conside-
ring recent patients recorded
in both the mainland and in
Hong Kong who have arrived
from the Philippines, the offi-
cial said that the patient likely
contracted the virus back
home. The Philippines has re-
corded over 43,000 Covid-19
cases.

“We believe the condition
in the Philippines is more se-
vere than in Macau and so

TO HAVE
[ED VIRUS

the patient has likely con-
tracted the virus back home.
However, for safety reasons,
we are in active communica-
tions with the Philippines in
the hope to gather her con-
tact history in Macau. We will
follow up with the concerned
people once we have the de-
tails,” he added.

The patient has been trans-
ferred to Davao Regional Me-
dical Center from her munici-
pality’s isolation unit to moni-
tor her condition.

So far there are 32 actives
cases in Davao de Oro, many
of whom have been stranded
in Manila and Cebu.

The Macau SAR has recor-
ded 46 cases of Covid-19, the
majority of which are impor-
ted.

The first wave of the vi-
rus — which has significantly
affected the city’s economy -
lasted from January 22 until
February 4, while the second
wave was recorded on March
15, when a new case was again
found, until April 8.

It was only after 78 conse-
cutive days with no new cases
that the city recorded another
imported case, following the
one-month period given by
authorities for local residen-
ts to fly back home through
Hong Kong.

SUSPECTED FOOD POISONING
AT JOCKEY CLUB RESTAURANT

Chinese restaurant located

t the Macau Jockey Club is

being investigated for allegedly gi-

ving food poisoning to 26 people

from nine family groups, the Mu-

nicipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) has
announced.

The IAM has ordered the res-
taurant to conduct precautionary
and control measures, while taking
samples of food and the environ-
ment from the restaurant for tests.

The Health Bureau is the first
authority to have information on
the case. The nine family groups
had lunch at the restaurant be-
tween July 2 and 4.

From July 3 onward, the patien-
ts developed symptoms such as

diarrhea, fever, abdominal pain
and vomiting.

The 26 people had no record
of dining together in the prece-
ding 72 hours. Based on their die-
tary history, incubation period,
and symptoms, this event is more
likely to be caused by bacterial pa-
thogens.

A social media user posted on a
page, reporting that he was one of
the 26 people. He posted a photo
of a dessert made with eggs, which
he alleged to be the likely cause of
the contamination.

The IAM has ordered the res-
taurant to stop providing the con-
cerned dish until the cause of the
illness is confirmed. AL

LOCAL ASSOCIATION REQUESTS
DOG-WALKING AREA IN

SEAC PAI VAN

OR hygiene reasons, a dog-
walking area should be de-
signated at the Seac Pai Van
Park, the Macau United Citi-
zens Association has argued.
According to the association,
the number of dog keepers in
Macau is on the rise. However,
the association has received
complaints from residents in
some neighborhoods about
dog droppings. This has led to
bad smells and may provide a
breeding ground for bacteria,
according to the association.
The association reminds
dog owners to be “civilized”

and clean after their dogs im-
mediately, especially during
these hot summer days.

The association also suggests
that the government host even-
ts on pet health and appropria-
te pet-keeping practices.

Currently, the city has 11
dog-walking areas, apart from
20 dog toilet areas. The num-
ber cannot meet the growing
number of pet dogs in the city.
Accordingly, the association
is requesting that the gover-
nment stay cognizant of this
trend and plan to create such
facilities. AL

ASSOCIATION SLAMMED FOR
ALLEGEDLY RETRACTING

DONATION

HE owners of Sin Fong Gar-

den, a residential building in
Patane District that collapsed in
2012, has accused the Jiangmen
Communal Society of retrac-
ting a promised donation of 100
million patacas.

Wong Man Sang, head of a
federation of owners, disclosed
that the explanation given for
the retraction by the communal
society was that they “did not
have the money.” Wong learned
the news on June 8, when 11
owners met with the communal
society.

According to a report by local
broadcaster Radio Macau, the
executive vice president of the
communal society stressed that
the sum is a loan or an advan-
ce payment only. Local Chinese
media outlet All About Macau,
however, determined that the
society’s founding president, Sio
Tak Hong, was willing to write-
-off the loan if compensation

could not be obtained from the
original constructor.

It was also reported that the
communal society paid part of the
promised donation but termina-
ted the payment in April 2019.

In 2018, the communal socie-
ty hosted a “donation ceremony”
for the 100 million patacas. The
word “donation” is seen on the
event backdrop.

In addition to the communal
society, Macau businessman
Anténio Ferreira has also dona-
ted 50 million patacas to the fe-
deration for reconstruction. The
Bank of China agreed to provide
loans with discounted interest
rates to Sin Fong Garden’s ow-
ners.

In October 2012, Sin Fong
Garden reported that the buil-
ding was in danger of collapsing
due to structural problems — in
particular, the poor-quality con-
crete. More than 200 residents
were evacuated urgently. AL
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INNER MONGOLIA
REGION REPORTS
BUBONIC PLAGUE CASE

HILE China
appears to have
reduced coronavirus
cases to near zero,
other infectious threa-
ts remain, with local
health authorities an-
nouncing a suspected
bubonic plague case
in the Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region.
Authorities in the
Bayannur district rai-
sed the plague war-
ning on Sunday, or-
dered residents not
to hunt wild animals
such as marmots and
to send for treatment
anyone with fever or
showing other possi-
ble signs of infection.
Plague can be fatal
in up to 90% of people
infected if not treated,
primarily with several
types of antibiotics.
Pneumonic plague
can develop from bu-
bonic plague and re-
sults in a severe lung
infection causing
shortness of breath,

headache and cou-
ghing.

China has largely
eradicated plague, but
occasional cases are
still reported, espe-
cially among hunters
coming into contact
with fleas carrying
the bacterium. The
last major known ou-
tbreak was in 2009,
when several people
died in the town of
Ziketan in Qinghai
province on the Tibe-
tan Plateau.

Along with the co-
ronavirus, first de-
tected in the central
Chinese city of Wuhan
late last year, China
has dealt with African
swine fever, which has
devastated pig herds.

China has gone
weeks without repor-
ting a new death from
the coronavirus, and
yesterday reported
just one new case of
local infection in the
capital, Beijing. AP

Bucking China pressure, Taiwan,
Somaliland establish ties

AIWAN has sco-

red a rare diplo-

matic victory

in establishing
relations with the inde-
pendent region of Soma-
liland.

Intense pressure from
China has reduced self-
-governing, democratic
Taiwan to having just
15 diplomatic allies and
being excluded from the
United Nations and most
other international orga-
nizations where Beijing
has leverage.

China claims Taiwan
as its own territory to be
brought under its con-
trol by military force if it
deems necessary. In elec-
tions and public opinion
surveys, Taiwanese have
overwhelmingly rejected
political union with Chi-
na.

Somaliland broke away
from Somalia in 1991 as
the country collapsed

AP PHOTO

Te_liwan’s Foreigll{ Minister Jseph W (ri

= %

ght ad hié counterpart from

Somaliland, Yasin Hagi Mohamoud in Taipei in February

into warlord-led conflict
and has seen little of the
violence and extremist
attacks that plague its
neighbor to the south.
Despite lacking interna-
tional recognition, the
region has maintained
its own independent go-
vernment, currency and
security system.

In a statement posted
July 1 on the Taiwanese

foreign ministry’s web-
site, minister Joseph Wu
said the governments had
agreed to establish ties
based on “friendship and
a shared commitment to
common values of free-
dom, democracy, justice
and the rule of law.”

“In the spirit of mutual
assistance for mutual be-
nefit, Taiwan and Somali-
land will engage in coo-

peration in areas such
as fisheries, agriculture,
energy, mining, public
health, education” and
technology, Wu said.

Wu and Somaliland’s
foreign minister, Yasin
Hagi Mohamoud, signed
a bilateral agreement in
Taipei on Feb. 26. Taiwan
has been providing scho-
larships to students from
the region of 3.9 million
people.

Chinese foreign mi-
nistry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said yester-
day that China maintai-
ned ties with Somalia
and accused Taiwan of
“undermining  Somali
sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity.”

“China firmly opposes
Taiwan and Somaliland
establishing an official
agency or having any
form of official exchan-
ges,” Zhao told reporters
at a daily briefing. AP
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BRIAN SLODYSKO,
WASHINGTON
ORTY  lobbyists
with ties to Pre-
sident Donald
Trump helped

clients secure more than
$10 billion in federal coro-
navirus aid, among them
five former administration
officials whose work po-
tentially violates Trump’s
own ethics policy, accor-
ding to a report.

The lobbyists identified
yesterday by the watchdog
group Public Citizen ei-
ther worked in the Trump
executive branch, served
on his campaign, were
part of the committee that
raised money for inaugu-
ral festivities or were part
of his presidential transi-
tion. Many are donors to
Trump’s campaigns, and
some are prolific fundrai-
sers for his reelection.

They include Brian
Ballard, who served on the
transition, is the finance
chair for the Republican
National Committee and
has bundled more than $1
million for Trump’s fun-
draising committees. He
was hired in March by Lau-
ndrylux, a supplier of com-
mercial laundry machines,
after the Department of
Homeland Security issued
guidance that didn’t inclu-
de laundromats as essen-
tial businesses that could
stay open during the lo-
ckdown. A week later, the
administration issued new
guidance adding laundro-
mats to the list.

Dave Urban, a Trump
adviser and confidant,
has collected more than
$2.3 million in lobbying
fees this year. The firm he
leads, American Conti-
nental Group, represents
15 companies, including
Walgreens and the parent
company of the Ultimate
Fighting Championship,
on coronavirus issues.

Trump pledged to clamp
down on Washington’s in-
fluence peddling with a
“drain the swamp” cam-
paign mantra. But during
his administration, the lo-
bbying industry has flou-
rished, a trend that intensi-
fied once Congress passed
more than $3.6 trillion in
coronavirus stimulus.

While the money is in-
tended as a lifeline to a
nation whose economy
has been upended by the
pandemic, it also jump-s-
tarted a familiar lobbying
bonanza.

“The swamp is alive and
well in Washington, D.C.,”
said Mike Tanglis, one of
the report’s authors. “The-

AP PHOTO

Trump-connected

lobbyists reap windfall
in COVID-19 boom

se (lobbying) booms that
these people are having,
you can really attribute
them to their connection
to Trump.”

The White House did not
respond to a request for
comment.

Shortly after Trump took
office, he issued an exe-
cutive order prohibiting
former administration of-
ficials from lobbying the
agency or office where they
were formerly employed,
for a period of five years.
Another section of the or-
der forbids lobbying the
administration by former
political appointees for the
remainder of Trump’s time
in office.

Yet five lobbyists who are
former administration offi-
cials have potentially done
just that during the coro-
navirus lobbying boom:

— Courtney Lawrence
was a former deputy assis-
tant secretary for legisla-
tion in the Department of
Health and Human Servi-
ces in 2017 and 2018. She
became alobbyist for Cigna
in 2018 and is listed as part
of a team that has lobbied
HHS, Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services and
at least two other agencies.
Cigna did not respond to a
request for comment.

— Shannon McGahn,
the wife of former White
House counsel Don Mc-
Gahn, worked in 2017
and 2018 as a counselor
to Treasury Secretary Ste-
ven Mnuchin. She then

joined the National Asso-
ciation of Realtors as its
top lobbyist and is listed
on disclosures as part of a
team that has lobbied both
houses of Congress, plus
six agencies, including the
Treasury Department. The
Realtors association did
not respond to a request
for comment.

— Jordan Stoick is the
vice president of govern-
ment relations at the Na-
tional Association of Ma-
nufacturers. Stoick’s bio-
graphy on NAM’s website
indicates that he is “NAM'’s
lead lobbyist in Washin-
gton,” where he started
working after serving as a
senior adviser in the Trea-
sury Department. Disclo-
sures indicate that Stoick
and his colleagues lobbied
both houses of Congress
plus at least five executive
branch agencies, including
Treasury.

“NAM carefully adhe-
res to the legal and ethical
rules regulating lobbying
activity, including ensuring
that its employees comply
with all applicable prohi-
bitions on contacting their
former employers,” Linda
Kelly, the organization’s
general counsel, said in a
statement.

— Geoffrey Burr joined
the firm Brownstein Hya-
tt after serving as chief of
staff to Transportation Se-
cretary Elaine Chao. The
firm's lobbying disclosure
for the first quarter of 2020
includes Burr on a list of lo-

bbyists who contacted the
White House and Congress
on coronavirus-related
matters on behalf of Mc-
Donald’s.

— Emily Felder joined
Brownstein Hyatt after lea-
ving the Centers for Medi-
care and Medicaid Servi-
ces, where she worked in
the legislative office. Fel-
der is listed on a disclosu-
re from the first quarter of
2020 that shows she was
part of a team that lobbied
Congress and the White
House.

A spokeswoman for the
firm said both Felder and
Burr abide by the Trump
administration’s ethics
rules, which limit their lo-
bbying to the House and
the Senate.

“We are confident that
our lobbyists are in com-
pliance with all lobbying
rules and applicable prohi-
bitions and did not violate
their Trump Administra-
tion pledge,” spokeswo-
man Lara Day said in a sta-
tement.

Public Citizen’s Craig
Holman, who himself is a
registered lobbyist, said the
group intends to file ethics
complaints with the White
House. But he’s not opti-
mistic that they will lead to
anything. Last year, he filed
more than 30 complaints,
all of which were either ig-
nored or rejected.

“There does not appear
to be anyone who is enfor-
cing the executive order,”
Holman said. AP

this day in history @

2001 Two STABBED IN
BRADFORD RACE RIOTS

Two people have been stabbed and many more
injured in running battles between white and Asian
gangs in Bradford.

Violence broke out in the city centre at 1630 BST
after crowds at an Anti-Nazi League rally discove-
red that National Front sympathisers were gathe-
ring in a nearby pub.

When police reinforcements arrived, in full riot
gear, anger turned towards them.

Broken bottles, bricks and petrolbombs thrown by
the rioters have left a trail of damage and disorder
in the city.

By the evening police had made 18 arrests - 11
whites and seven Asians.

The Campaign for Racial Equality's Commissioner
for the North of England, Mohammed Amran, has
been demanding to know how the police allowed a
peaceful demonstration to get out of hand and why
they failed to provide better information.

Police managed to move the rioters out of the city
centre and have closed it down.

More than 1,000 people are still confronting poli-
ce in the Manningham district of the city.

The crowds there are still not under control and
disturbances are expected to continue into the ni-
ght.

This predominantly Asian area was the scene of
serious rioting six years ago.

Racial tension in Bradford has erupted into violen-
ce twice already this year. Indisturbances in May, 80
police officers were injured.

There have also been recent riots in Oldham and
Burnley in a summer characterised by racial unrest
in Northern towns.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The following night saw some of the worst violence
of the summer. Around 1,000 youths devastated
the Manningham area with missiles and fire bombs.
120 police officers were left injured and there were
36 arrests - 13 whites and 23 Asians - only two
from outside the area.

Six days after the riots ended, Lord Ouseley pub-
lished the results of a six month investigation -
commissioned before the riots - into race relations
in Bradford called Community Pride not Prejudice.
After the clashes a series of reports and cross-de-
partmental groups examined the Northern towns'
racial problems.

These gave the causes as a complex mix of social
deprivation, segregation and failings in official poli-
cy and police behaviour.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
- N 5 F. =
ARIES TAURUS WHY DID YOU CALLTHIS MEAL™ £ | BRUNCH IS A SINGLE , YEAR, BUT WHY DIDNT THEY
&) N ) oo 20 BRUNCH 7 £| MEAL REPLAGING (7 S CALLIT LUNKFAST 7
ar. 21-Apr. pr. 20-May. 2 \ =
= 3
Renewal is in the air right now,  Even if it looks hopeless, as long /\.\ E BREAKFAST AND b
so if you can just hold on and as you have hope in your heart, 1 l 3 LUNCH; HENCE ‘ =
stay motivated long enough, you  hope survives! You have a vision L £ AME. 4
will be able to enjoy a change of  of what you want the next year of g THE N, 1S <
tides. This new tide will sweep in  your life to be. Go out and make z <
a much happier era in your life. 1t happen. Iy g P\ COMBINATION -E' ‘2}\
L o] OF THE WORDS
o }
@ GEMINI Q CANCER . F 1 n BREAKFAST & . ﬂ
%f S| AND LUNCH, g
7 May.21Jun.21 /' un.22.0ul.22 s SEDERSTA ; 5
Today you will finally have the Flipping a coin isn’t the most ND 2
time you need to fully explore sophisticated way of making a
your feelings about someone. decision, but you've got to admit
They've been sending you mixed it gets the job done. If you are
signals, which has understandably  indecisive right now, grab a quarter
frustrated and confused you. and let it make the choice for you! SUDOKU WEATH ER
LEO VIRGO
t?l @ MIN MAX CONDITION
/" Jul.23Aug.22 /' hug.235ep.22 EASY EASY+
There are people who are Or when your boss or another
planning something that youneed ~ authority figure sends you a Beijing 22 33 clouely
to know about. It could be a party,  particularly complimentary 3 L & 2 Harbin 18 25 thundershower
it could be a caper, it could be a  e-mail, believe your hunch that 5 8 9 3 5|4 o o
coup! Whatever it is, it is sure to  says big changes are coming for - = Tianjin 23 32 clear
go alot better if you are involved.  your career. 4 5|8 i G619 Urumg 17 25 cloudy
8 2 7 1 b i
LIBRA SCORPIO Xi'an 25 38 cloudy
gi?é 2 I 6 ! 9 Lhasa 14 26 cloudy
Z Sep.23-Oct. 22 // Oct. 23-Nov. 21 8 7 - 3 7 ol Chengdu 22 33 shower
Stay focused on your own path. ~ The insight you've been taking 7 514 9 2 ils Chongqing 24 o8 drizzle
Keep your eyes straight ahead from your dreams hasn’t been 9 5 4 6 g 5 ]
and your feet pointed forward. much use to you lately, so it 4 Kunming 19 27 shower
Just keep marching along. There’s  might be time to start thinking 3 7 4 & -
nothing to see here. Even if there  about a better way to figure = Nanjing 24 32 cloudy
is, you need to stay out of it. things out. Shanghai 25 31 drizzle
Wuhan 26 rainstorm
SAGITTARIUS CAPRICORN 2 '
B,Eiilt MEDIUM HARD Hangzhou 25 28 heavy rain
/' Nov.22:Dec.21 V) Dec. 22-Jan. 19 > s - > Taipei 26 31 drizzle
You’re an open person most of  Any extra time you have today ’ - Guangzhou 27 35 clear
the time. You have nothing to  should be spent doing some 1 £ 4 7 i loud
hide, so why should you waste  research. Are you thinking about 5 6 1 Hong Kong 28 33 cloudy
time covering things up? Thismay =~ making a big purchase soon? Get
be true, but you should guard your  online and search for the pros and | Tl6 4 1 6
privacy at all costs. cons about what you’re considering,
4 3 i 2 3
@}? AQUARIUS @ PISCES 17 3 7 Moscow 18 27 clear
] 4] 7 1 6
Frankfurt 10 18 clear
5 nrenis o rentsman20 g 6l s i o . .
Any business deals you take part ~ When the conversation turns to i g 6 Paris 120 clear
in today, whether it’s buying the latest drama in someone’s 5 8 London 9 19 cloudy
groceries or signing papers for life, you should either change -
a home loan, deserves your the subject or pretend that you New York 22 31 drizzle
focused attention. Check the suddenly have something else
receipt. to do. Don’t tempt yourself.

CROSSWORDS

1-"___Shelovely?"; 5- Icon; 10- Legal wrong; 14- Scottish body; 15- Get
to the point?; 16- ___-Tass (Russian news agency); 17- Hawaiian outdoor feast; 18-
Ring; 19- Briefletter, paper money; 20- Diamond; 22- Short literary composition; 23-
Simon ___; 24- Nothing more than; 26- Like a fleabag; 29- An amorous glance; 33-
Chocolate source; 34- Onto; 35- Caliginous; 36- Unattractive; 37- Sheeplike; 38-
Moore of "G.l. Jane"; 39- Monk's title; 40- Viewpoint; 41~ Sublease; 42- Captivating;
44-Headlock; 45- Plant anchor; 46- That's___haven't heard; 48- Songwriters' org.;
51- Force per unit area; 55- Regretted; 56- You ___ mouthfull; 58- Tiger's choice;
59- Female child; 60- ___alia; 61- Look at lustfully; 62- Oklahoma Native; 63- Brings

up; 64- ___-do-well;

1- Troubles; 2- Liquid food; 3~ Final Four org.; 4~ Fifth day of the week; 5-

San Marino surrounder; 6- Female horses
stat; 10- Showy pretense; 11- Western
Native Americans; 12- Pro follower; 13-
Low card; 21- Deck; 22- Della's creator;
24- Had in mind; 25- Green land; 26-
Scrape with one's foot; 27- Tidal bore;
28- Dazzling display; 29- Unpaid; 30-
Designer Simpson; 31- Small change; 32-
Gives off; 34- ___-garde; 37- Mixed bag;
38- Ridicule; 40- Hit the mall; 41- Hwys.;
43- Tiny bed; 46- Cry from the bench; 47-
Approaches; 48- Jason's craft; 49- Clubs,
e.g.. 50- King mackerel; 51- Pocket bread;
52- The munchies, e.g.; 53- Acting part;
54- Cabinet dept.; 56- Title of aknight; 57-

Hydrocarbon suffix;
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; 7- Impersonator; 8- ___-X; 9- Mound

- (@ [ e

= o |2 |

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

8
é 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
é Fire department 28 572 222 Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
é (Open ling) 993 — Report 1000
g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
% 28573333 28716 081
§L Customs 28 559 944
g S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
§ 28371333

Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300

28387333
Tourism 28 333 000
59 888 88
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FOR SALE

2kl
(ref: 18115568)

[Taipa] WaBao
1,071 ft* 7,995,000

[Taipal Chun Fok apartment 2kl
834 ft*> $8,998,000 (ref: 20036002)

2p=2%
(ref: 15115464)

[Macau] Unigue Loft
2,200 ft*> $9,990,000

FOR RENT

[Macau] Lakeview Mansion Car Park
1 g $3,800/mth  (ref: 20041001)

[Taipa]l Delightful 1 Bed Tes 1t
820 ft? $9,500/mth  (ref: 20051001)

2pm 2V

[Macau] One Central
1,269 ft? $25,000/mth (ref: n/a)
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property s

(853) 2835 2699

Taipa Village Two connected apartments

HK$8,380,000 1,404t 4pm 2%

Manhattan Apartment, Taipa
$18,800/mth 1626ft* 3km 2 W

[Macau] One Central Stylish
1,349 ft* $14,839,000

(ref: 19096004)

hello@jmlproperty.com
[Taipa] GreatView Apartment 4= 2% wwwjmlprop erty.cnm

2,060 ft* $28,000/mth (ref: 20031001)

2k= 0

K3 imlmacau (@ jmlproperty
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BLACKROCK FAVORS ASIA
MARKETS CLOSELY TIED TO
CHINAS RECOVERY

ABHISHEK VISHNOI

HE world’s biggest asset
manager is betting that
some of the Asian markets
that are closely tied to Chi-
na’s recovery and have policy
headroom will outperform
peers over the next year.
BlackRock Inc., which
oversees $6.47 trillion in glo-
bal assets, expects stocks and
bonds in China, and its tra-
ding partners such as South
Korea, Japan and Taiwan, will
do better than global emer-
ging markets over the next
six to 12 months, according
to Ben Powell, chief invest-
ment strategist for Asia Paci-
fic at BlackRock Investment
Institute, a unit of the firm.
These countries have po-
licy capability to do more if
necessary and have a more
direct exposure to the Chi-
nese economy, which looks
to be recovering quite well,
Powell said in an interview.
“Economies that are geared
into that combination of po-

AD b

BLOOMBERG

licy, China’s recovery” and
strong tech will do relatively
better, he added.

A variety of economic
data out of the mainland
have shown momentum of
an economic rebound from
coronavirus shutdowns. Pro-
fits of Chinese industrial en-
terprises rose in May for the
first time since November
while vehicle sales grew for a
third straight month in June.
That bodes well for China’s
top trading partners in the
region including Japan and
Korea.

While China’s central bank
has started slowing down the
pace of monetary easing,
BlackRock said that the na-
tion, alongside some of its
trading partners, has more
policy ammunition still to
be deployed compared with
some global counterparts.
The CSI 300 Index jumped
5.7% on Monday, the most
since February 2019.

“China of course still has
got a meaningfully positive
interest rate both real and
nominal, which is relatively
rare globally,” Powell said.

“China, if necessary, has got
the ability to do more on
both monetary and fiscal”
measures.

BlackRock said differen-
tiation will prevail in the
regions risk assets amid
varying levels of economic
reopening and policy hea-
droom. It has turned tacti-
cally neutral from overweight
on Asian equities and fixed
income, citing renewed ten-
sions between the U.S. and
China. It has gone underwei-
ght on emerging markets and
has upgraded Japan stocks to
neutral from underweight in
global allocation.

“We believe that Japan is
well positioned from a broad
policy perspective to recover
relatively quickly from the vi-
rus downdraft,” Powell said.
“The combination of domes-
tic policy support, a relatively
benign virus experience, and
gearing into the global eco-
nomic recovery can translate
into Japan equities perfor-
mance.” BLOOMBERG

UK SET TO START
HUAWEI 5G

PHASE-OUT

RIME Minister Boris

Johnson is prepa-
ring to begin phasing
out the use of Huawei
Technologies Co. equi-
pment in the U.K’s 5G
telecoms network as
soon as this year, a per-
son familiar with the
matter said.

A report from the
National Cybersecuri-
ty Centre concluded
that new U.S. sanctions
mean Huawei will have
to use untrusted tech-
nology, making security
risks impossible to con-
trol, according to the
person, who confirmed
a story in the Sunday
Telegraph newspaper.

Officials are drawing
plans to speed up the
removal of existing
Huawei kit, although
an exact timetable is
yet to be set, said the
person, who asked not
to be named discussing
unpublished proposals.
No date has yet been set
for a cross-government
discussion at the Natio-

nal Security Council.

“If the U.S. imposes
sanctions, which they
have done, we believe
that could have a sig-
nificant impact on the
reliability of Huawei
equipment and when
we can use it safely,”
Culture Secretary Oliver
Dowden told Sky News
when asked about the
prospect of phasing out
Huawei.

If taken, the decision
would mark a U-turn by
Johnson's administra-
tion, which in January
cleared Huawei to par-
ticipate in the U.K's
5G build-out subject to
strict conditions, inclu-
ding a 35% cap on its
involvement and a bar
on its gear being used
in parts of the network
deemed sensitive. Mi-
nisters argued the U.K.
needed diversity in its
suppliers, and that any
risks involved in using
Chinese = equipment
could be mitigated.
MDT/BLOOMBERG
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To protect the health and safety of our Clients and Staff, we continue
implementing prevention measures at the office entrance, as
recommended by the local Authorities,
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TALES AZZONI, MADRID

E closer Real Madrid
gets to the Spanish league
title, the stronger the ac-
cusations it is benefiting

from the referees.

Its opponents are not holding
back, and Madrid has heard enou-
gh.
“I'm tired of always talking
about the same thing,” Madrid
coach Zinedine Zidane said after
the 1-0 win at Athletic Bilbao yes-
terday [Macau time]. “It seems like
we only win thanks to the referees,
and that’s not true. Real Madrid
and its players deserve respect.”

The victory kept Madrid as the
only team with a perfect record
since the restart. It was the team’s
seventh straight win since the lea-
gue resumed, leaving it four points
ahead of second-place Barcelona
with four matches left.

When asked if Madrid was in
the lead only thanks to VAR, Bar-
celona president Josep Bartomeu
didn’t do much to dismiss the in-
sinuation.

“Our results haven't been good,
obviously, but it’s true that in many
games VAR hasn't been fair and
has always favored one team,”
Bartomeu said after the team’s 4-1
win at Villarreal. “Many teams are
being hurt by this.”

Madrid’s win over Athletic came
with a controversial 73rd-minute
penalty awarded by video review
after left back Marcelo was ste-
pped on by a defender inside the
area.

It was the latest in a series of
VAR decisions that have gone Ma-
drid’s way following the break cau-
sed by the coronavirus pandemic.

Madrid had another one mo-
ments after it scored on Sunday,
as Sergio Ramos stepped on an
Athletic player away from the ball
inside the area but the referee let

OLYMPICS
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FOOTBALL

Refereeing criticism increases
as Madrid nears Spanish title

the game continue despite loud
complaints by the hosts.

“We've already noticed whi-
ch way these decisions are going
in these last few rounds,” Athle-
tic captain Iker Muniain said.
“Everyone can reach their own
conclusions.”

Barcelona’s players and coach
Quique Setién had already been
sending messages of criticism
against some of the decisions
going Madrid’s way, but it was the

first time Bartomeu spoke more
bluntly about it.

“This is the best league in the
world but VAR is not working as
it should be working,” Bartomeu
said. “In the last few weeks everyo-
ne has seen that VAR has not really
been fair.”

Barcelona had the lead when
the league was interrupted, but re-
linquished it after drawing three of
its last seven matches.

“Ifsomeone has made a mistake

and has not achieved his goals, he
has to have some self-criticism
and look at his own players and at
his own squad,” Ramos said before
Bartomeu’s comments. “You can’t
give credit to the referees for what
Madrid has been achieving.”

Atlético Madrid coach Diego
Simeone was not among those
thinking Madrid has been getting
the benefit of the doubt on VAR
decisions.

“Mistakes can be made, but

VAR is fair with everyone,” Simeo-
ne said. “A team like Madrid will
have more penalties go its way
because it attacks more than other
teams do.”

Atlético is 15 points behind
Madrid, which resumes its quest
for its first league title in three
years when it hosts relegation-
-threatened Alavés on Friday. Bar-
celona hosts last-place Espanyol
on Wednesday in a Barcelona city
derby. AP

Tokyo games seek Covid-19 defenses, but what exactly?

S the president of

the Tokyo Olympics,
Yoshiro Mori knows that
experts will have to come
up with defenses against
COVID-19 for the the pos-
tponed games to open a
year from now.

These might include
quarantines for athletes,
few fans at the venues, and
many other ideas being
floated by the organizing
committee, the city of
Tokyo, and the Internatio-
nal Olympic Committee.

The Olympics are sche-
duled to open on July 23,
2021. So far local orga-
nizers and the IOC have
talked only vaguely in pu-
blic about how the games
can be held. They've pro-
posed cutting out frills and

simplifying, but have said
the sports will be unchan-
ged with 11,000 athletes
competing from 206 na-
tional Olympic commit-
tees.

Add to this 4,400 Pa-
ralympic athletes and
thousands of staff mem-
bers, technical officials,
and Olympic officials.

“What we are most wor-
ried about now is if we are
told to limit people,” Mori
said yesterday, speaking
with Yuriko Koike a day
after she was elected to a
second term as Tokyo’s go-
vernor.

“How do you separate
tickets of those who alrea-
dy bought them?” Mori
asked, throwing out an
example of the challen-

ges. “We have these kind of
problems.”

In addition to talks
with Mori — a former pri-
me minister — Koike also
met with Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe. Koike, who is
viewed as future prime mi-
nister, said Abe explained
progress on vaccines being
developed for COVID-19.

Some scientists believe
the Olympics can’t be held
safely unless a vaccine is
available.

“Regarding the Olympi-
cs and Paralympics, there
are various issues regar-
ding what kind of form
they will take, what will be
done about costs and, abo-
ve all, what will be done for
coronavirus countermea-
sures,” Koike said.
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Tokyo’s newly reelected Gov. Yuriko Koike (right) meets Tokyo 2020
President Yoshiro Mori

In an interview last
month, Olympic Games
operations director Pierre
Ducrey was optimistic the
games would be held. But
he was light on details.

“The future is not clear
exactly as to what envi-

ronment we will have next
summer,” he said. “Right
now we cannot go with
one plan and say this is our
plan to the end. We need to
develop different options.”

IOC President Thomas
Bach has floated the pos-

sibility of limited fans,
though he said it’s not his
preference.

Ducrey said the same
thing in the interview with
the International Academy
of Sport Science and Tech-
nology.

“We all work in this en-
vironment to create cir-
cumstances where you
can have spectators,” he
said. “But when this comes
in the way of delivering the
event safely, I guess there
is not a lot to think about.”

Neither Japanese nor
IOC officials have said
what the postponement
will cost. Estimates in Ja-
pan have ranged from $2
billion to $6 billion, with
Japanese taxpayers getting
most of the bills. AP
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THE HUMAN PETS

At times when slavery is once again put to
discussion and several movements, some
more or less anarchic, others more or less or-
ganized, try to highlight it in the easiest way
possible by doing the wrong thing, I woke up
thinking how ignorance can be bliss.

It is pretty clear to me that the social para-
digm has changed and those old-fashioned
ideas of “educating citizens to think, to analy-
ze and solve problems” have already given
way to a new trend that would translate to
something like “educating citizens to act as
a herd without questioning the orders of the
herd leader.”

I, an admitted skeptic of artificial intelligen-
ce (AD), find myself realizing that Al is already
a huge reality in most sectors of our society, it
is just dressed in different clothes.

My misconception about Al came from old
science fiction movies where robotic machi-
nes had gained the capacity to act and to think
(to some extent) as humans. None of this re-
flects the reality in which, unlike what I expec-
ted, humans are the ones turning into robots
and acting, if not brainlessly, at least like pro-
grammed machines.

To this new trend and stubbornly refusing to
call this change AI, I give them the new name
of “human pets.”

Although they are not slaves (by definition)
as they are “paid” or get something in exchan-
ge, these human pets have little of what makes
us human beings. They have lost the capaci-
ty to think on their own, and the small par-
ts of rationality left seek to fulfill two simple
necessities: satisfaction of basic needs and
following orders (blindly).

Although many times mistreated, pets have
developed an extreme dependency on their
“owners.”

I can only find a similar form of dependen-
cy and affection in “Stockholm syndrome,” a
syndrome characterized by feelings of trust or
affection felt in cases of kidnapping or hosta-
ge-taking by a victim toward a captor.

In exchange, the leaders provide them with
means of livelihood and “belly rubs” that can
come in the form of “special benefits” or rule
relaxing when compared to the other mem-
bers of the herd, or so they think.

Another of the characteristics of the human
pets is their life goal, which is to be not the
leader of the pack, but to be the best of all the
followers. For that, they are willing to step on
and climb on top of any of their “mates” to
praise their leader.

This happens everywhere (look around you)
and, to me at least, it is becoming extremely
concerning as we are quickly heading towards
not an expansion of some forms of democra-
cy and added freedom, but different and new
forms of dictatorship, some of the size of a
country, others of the size of a family.

Like pets, sometimes we think this tempo-
rary comfort is better than “a whole life of
struggle” but what are the consequences? We
should know that by now. It has been written
in the history books. That is why the books
exist, to show to future generations how we
managed to evolve as humans and above all,
as a society and not to perpetuate old systems
and ideas of the past.

My question is, are we still evolving as a so-
ciety? Are we still developing to become better
as people and as groups of people? Or without
realizing, we reached that peak some time ago
and, we are now headed in the opposite di-
rection?

I guess to teach machines to think as humans
(as in AI) finally proved to be (as I thought)
a much harder task than to teach humans to
stop thinking and acting like machines.

THE

BUZZ

China’s ambassador to the UK derided Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s offer to provide up to 3 million Hong Kong people
with a path to citizenship, describing the move yesterday as
gross interference in his country’s affairs.

Ambassador Liu Xiaoming defended his country’s new na-
tional security law, and depicted Johnson’s actions as med-
dling in China’s domestic affairs. The UK handed control of
Hong Kong, its colony for more than a century, back to Bei-
jing in 1997, but Liu insisted that the UK continues to make
irresponsible remarks on Hong Kong affairs.

“This move constitutes a gross interference in China’s inter-
nal affairs and openly tramples on the basic norms governing
international relations,” he said adding that the Chinese side
has expressed “its great concern and strong opposition.”

The law imposed last week makes secessionist, subversive,
or terrorist activities illegal, as well as foreign intervention in
the city’s internal affairs. Activities such as shouting slogans
or holding up banners and flags calling for the city’s inde-
pendence is violating the law regardless of whether violence

is used.

PANDEMIC

AUSTRALIA TO SHUT STATE
BORDER AS MELBOURNE
INFECTIONS SURGE

USTRALIAN authori-

ties were preparing to
close the border between
the country’s two largest
states, as the country’s
second-largest city, Mel-
bourne, recorded two
deaths and its highest-e-
ver daily increase in in-
fections yesterday.

The border between
the states of New South
Wales — home to Sydney
— and Victoria — home
to Melbourne — is due to
be shut late today.

New South Wales Pre-
mier Gladys Berejiklian
was a critic of states that
closed their borders to her
state when Sydney had
Australia’s largest num-
ber of coronavirus cases.
But she said she changed
her stance because the si-
tuation in Melbourne was
unprecedented and indi-
cated the pandemic was
in a new phase.

The overwhelming ma-
jority of new infections
detected in Melbourne in
recent weeks were from
community transmis-
sion. Everywhere else in
Australia, the vast majori-
ty of people who tested
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ion apartments under
lockdown in Melbourne

to their apartments in
nine public housing blo-
cks since Saturday.
Australia’s Acting Chief
Medical Officer Paulk
Kelly has described the

high-rises as “vertical
cruise ships” because
of the high risk of virus
spread.

Police allege a 32-year-
-old man bit a police of-
ficer as he attempted to
leave a high-rise in the
suburb of Flemington. He
would be charged with

Sydney or Melbourne and
the air services between
the two cities before the
pandemic were among
the busiest in the world.

“I think it is the smart
call, the right call at this
time, given the signifi-
cant challenges we face
in containing this virus,”
Andrews said.

Deputy Chief Medi-
cal Officer Michael Kidd
confirmed that federal
authorities agreed with
the closure. The federal

positive for the virus were ~ assault, resisting police government had pre-
infected  over- viously oppo-
seas or had been = = sed any internal
infected by a re- The VICto rian border closures
bereiion e, OVErnmMent locked - {00 Boo

“What is oc- down 3 6 Of the from Victoria and
curring in Vic- = New South Wales.
toria has not mOSt V|rus'pr°ne Morrison had ur-
yet occurr(?d Melbourne suburbs ged state le;aders
anywhere else in to open their bor-
Australia,”  she ders for the good

said yesterday. “It’s a new
part of the pandemic and,
as such, it requires a new
type of response.”

The Victorian gover-
nment locked down 36
of the most virus-prone
Melbourne suburbs last
week and at the weekend
added another four su-
burbs because of the di-
sease spread.

Victorian Premier Da-
niel Andrews said of the
127 new cases recorded
overnight, 53 were among
3,000 people who have
been confined by police

and attempting to breach
a pandemic order, Police
Chief Commissioner Sha-
ne Patton said.

The infections annou-
nced yesterday surpassed
the first surge of infec-
tions in Melbourne that
peaked on March 28 at
111 cases recorded in a
day.

Daniels said he agreed
with Berejiklian and Pri-
me Minister Scott Mor-
rison, a Sydney resident,
that the border needed to
close. Three in five Aus-
tralian residents live in

of the economy.

Kidd said that only 16%
of new cases detected in
Australia in the past week
had been infected over-
seas. Two weeks ago, 50%
of new cases were people
infected overseas and de-
tected in hotel quaranti-
ne, he said.

“The situation in Mel-
bourne has come as a
jolt, not just of the people
of Melbourne but people
right across Australia who
may have thought that
this was all behind us. It
is not,” Kidd said. AP
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The Philippines has
seenabigrecent spike
ininfections, raising the
possibility its overcrowded
capital may be placed back
under a strict lockdown.
The Department of Health
reported 2,434 casesin
recentdays, the majorityin
metropolitan Manila, raising
cases nationwide tomore
than 44,250, including 1,297
deaths.

Sri Lanka partially reopened
schools yesterday as

part of the Indian Ocean
island nation's efforts to
emerge fromits coronavirus
lockdown. Authorities are
reopening schools in phases
after keeping them closed for
more than three months due
tothelockdown. Studentsin
grades 5,11and 13 returned
yesterday. Other students
will return later this month.
SriLankahas reported 2,076
virus cases, including 11
deaths.

Egyptian security agencies
have tried to stifle criticism
about the handiing of the
coronavirus health crisis

by President Abdel Fattah
el-Sissi's government. Rights
groups say at least 10 doctors
and six journalists have been
arrested since the virus
firsthit Egypt. Other health
workers say they have been
warned by administrators
tokeepquiet orface
punishment.

France The Mona Lisais back
inbusiness. Paris' Louvre
Museum, which houses

the world's most famous
portrait, has reopened after
afour-month coronavirus
lockdown. Just 7,000

visitors were expected on
the reopening day, down
fromup to 50,000 a day
before the pandemic, inthe
busiest summer months.
Reservations and face masks
are now required for visitors.

Serbia Troops set upan
emergency 500-bed field
hospital yesterday, a day
after neighboring Kosovore-
imposed a nighttime curfew
infour cities, as the Balkans
battled to containasurge

in coronavirus infections
that underscoredtherisks
of swiftly easing lockdowns.
The makeshift hospitalina
sportshallin Belgradeisa
"precautionary measure.”



