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China reported eight 
new cases, all of them 
brought from outside 
the country, as domestic 
community infections fall 
to near zero. No more 
deaths were reported 
and 320 patients remain 
in treatment, with 
another 117 people 
under isolation while 
being monitored for 
being suspected of 
having the virus or 
having tested positive 
for it without showing 
symptoms. 

Hong Kong Organizers 
of the annual book 
fair have postponed 
the event just two 
days before it was due 
to start, as the city 
grapples with a third 
wave of coronavirus 
infections. The book 
fair, which draws 
hundreds of thousands 
of visitors each year, 
will be rescheduled. 
Hong Kong has seen 
a spike in the number 
of locally transmitted 
cases, prompting a 
suspension of all schools 
and tightened social-
distancing measures. 

India Several Indian 
states imposed weekend 
curfews and locked down 
high-risk areas as its 
coronavirus cases surge. 
The number of infections 
neared 900,000 
yesterday with a record 
28,701 cases reported 
in the past 24 hours. 
The total of 878,254 is 
behind only the United 
States and Brazil. 
Another 500 deaths in 
the past 24 hours, taking 
India’s total fatalities 
from COVID-19 up to 
23,174. The ministry said 
the recovery rate was 
continuing to improve at 
63%.
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HONG KONG: NEARLY 600,000 
VOTE IN PRO-DEMOCRACY 

PRIMARIES

OPEN BORDER
The entire mainland is now off Macau’s list of highly infected zones, meaning 

that visitors from the north of China will no longer be quarantined upon arrival

Resilient HK dollar looks 
more shakey after decline

 P2

Macau students 
may lose university 

offers after grading 
algorithm delivers 

shock results

 P2

The Times has learned that some students in Macau 
may lose their university placement offers abroad 

because of a new grading algorithm employed  
by the International Baccalaureate
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Macau students may lose university offers 
after IB algorithm delivers shock results

Hong Kong’s resilient dollar looks more shakey after decline
THE Hong Kong dollar 

is suddenly appea-
ring more vulnerable, af-
ter weeks of trading at 
the strong end of its band 
against the greenback.

Late on Friday, the cur-
rency weakened in its big-
gest drop since mid-June, 
when the exchange rate was 
buffeted by Beijing’s deci-
sion to impose laws curbing 
dissent in the city. The decli-
ne, which has since almost 
been erased, was unexpec-
ted, given persistent inflows 
into the former British co-
lony.

The Hong Kong dollar 
is pegged to the U.S. dollar 
in a band that ranges be-
tween 7.75 and 7.85 to the 
U.S. dollar. In turn, Macau’s 
pataca is fixed to the Hong 
Kong dollar at an exchan-
ge rate of 1.03. As the Hong 
Kong dollar is pegged to the 
greenback, both special ad-
ministrative regions essen-
tially import U.S. monetary 
policy, though local banks 
aren’t obliged to follow with 
lower retail costs.

Traders are watching the 
Hong Kong dollar closely for 
any signs of outflows from 

the former British colony 
amid worsening U.S.-China 
tensions and doubts over 
the city’s future as a finan-
cial hub. Over the weekend 
almost 600,000 residents 
defied the new security law 
to vote in primaries held by 
pro-democracy opposition 
parties, even after a gover-
nment minister suggested 
that participating could run 
afoul of the law.

“The depreciation might 
be an early sign of concer-
ns over the U.S.’s financial 
sanctions as supportive 
factors such as large listin-

gs and dividend payments 
may start to cool down later 
in July,” said Ken Cheung, 
chief Asian currency stra-
tegist at Mizuho Bank Ltd. 
“The narrower rate spread 
with the greenback is also 
hurting the Hong Kong 
dollar, which may stay away 
from the strong end and 
weaken to 7.7550 in the 
near term.”

There is so far little evi-
dence that traders are bet-
ting on sustained weakness. 
The Hong Kong dollar’s 
three-month risk reversal, 
a gauge of bearishness in 

the options market, is close 
to the lowest level since Au-
gust despite a small uptick 
on Friday. The currency’s 
forward points of the same 
tenor are near a four-month 
low, reflecting limited con-
cerns on depreciation or li-
quidity tightness.

The gap between the 
Hong Kong dollar’s one-
-month Hibor and the 
borrowing costs on the 
greenback was last at 22 ba-
sis points, close to the 20 ba-
sis point level which OCBC 
Wing Hang Bank Ltd. has 
said would make the long 

carry trade unattractive.
The Hong Kong Mone-

tary Authority sold HKD48.7 
billion ($6.3 billion) last 
week alone to keep the cur-
rency from strengthening 
beyond its trading band. 
That was despite news 
some Trump aides are con-
sidering ways to undermine 
the peg mechanism, accor-
ding to people familiar with 
the matter.

Friday’s loss also came 
after the Hang Seng In-
dex fell 1.8%, paring its 
gain for the week to 1.4%. 
MDT/AGENCIES

DANIEL BEITLER

THE Times has learned that 
some students in Macau may 

lose their university placement 
offers abroad because of a new 
grading algorithm employed by 
the International Baccalaureate 
(IB), which some are saying has 
shortchanged this year’s school 
leavers.

The IB is a prestigious interna-
tional high school program that 
doubles as a preparation curricu-
lum for universities.

A new grading system em-
ployed this year because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic has proven 
disastrous for many high school 
leavers, with students and tea-
chers around the world attacking 
the IB for its opaque and mys-
terious algorithm. Many expect 
they will lose out on offers to top 
universities in the U.S. and the 
U.K. because of the changes.

Normally, the IB examinations 
are held in May. However, this 
year, the pandemic forced the 
International Baccalaureate to 
cancel examinations worldwide, 
citing health concerns.

Instead, students were graded 
based on three criteria: their in-
ternal school assessments, regis-
tered student coursework and 
the school-submitted predicted 
grades. The IB said it would apply 
an algorithm to determine the 
grades based on these compo-
nents, while also “using historical 

assessment data […] from pre-
vious exam sessions, individual 
school data and subject data.”

After the results were released 
late last week, schools around the 
world began demanding answers 
from the foundation that admi-
nisters the IB, reported the Fi-
nancial Times.

The Diploma Program is 
currently taught at three high 
schools in Macau: Escola Kao Yip, 

The School of the Nations and 
The International School of Ma-
cao.

William Leong, IB Diploma 
Programme Coordinator at The 
School of the Nations in Macau 
said that the school has received 
queries from students about how 
the scores were calculated, but 
that information remains privy 
only to the International Bacca-
laureate. 

“There is a formula behind the 
grading,” said Leong. “The pro-
blem is that we do not know how 
the calculation works. It’s the first 
time we are all facing a situation 
like this.”

Reportedly, at least a handful 
of Macau students have been af-
fected by the new algorithm and 
may miss out on university offers 
this September.

“Right now, we are supporting 

the students in getting their uni-
versity responses, because some 
offers are conditional upon the 
grades received. We have been 
contacting universities and ha-
ving meetings with students and 
parents,” he said. “Many univer-
sities have said they will wait for 
the A-Level results in the middle 
of August [to see if there are still 
spaces]. Many others have still 
not answered us.”

The International School of 
Macao, which offers the IB Di-
ploma Programme to Grade 11 
and 12 students, said it had only 
just received the grades and was 
not in a position to immediately 
comment.

Twitter lit up over the weekend 
with hashtag #ibscandal as the 
extent of student dissatisfaction 
became clear. For many, the pro-
blem lies in the lack of transpa-
rency in the grading algorithm.

The IB said it had “awarded 
grades in the fairest and most ro-
bust way possible in the absence 
of examinations,” after “rigorous 
testing by educational statisti-
cal specialists to ensure our me-
thods were robust.”

“I am not in a position to 
say whether I agree or not with 
the level of transparency,” said 
coordinator Leong, when asked 
directly about the complaints. 
“However, of the 170,000 global 
students, the [aggregate] per-
formance this year is mostly the 
same as last year.”
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A survey with 936 valid responses shows 
that half of its respondents are on unpaid 

leave, semi-paid leave, underemployed, or 
have had their pay cut.

The survey conducted by the General 
Union of Neighborhood Associations of Ma-
cau (UGAMM) also shows that nearly 90% of 
respondents felt worried about the future of 
their work or lives.

Unpaid or semi-paid leave has become 
normal under the impact of Covid-19. The 
survey revealed that one out of five respon-
dents was on one of the abovementioned 
leave conditions, while more than one-third 
of respondents were either underemployed 
or required to accept a pay cut.

Considering the complications created 
by the pandemic, two out of three respon-
dents were worried about their work or li-
ves, while more than a quarter of respon-
dents felt extremely worried. However, only 
15% were worried they would actually lose 
their jobs. 

The survey organizer, however, did not 
disclose in which industries the respecti-
ve worried and unconcerned respondents 
worked.

Respondents expressed the hope that the 
government would implement stricter con-
trol on non-resident worker applications 
and shrink the quotas for such applications. 
The scope of the subsidized training pro-
gram should also be expanded.

Finally, the survey organizer recommends 
that the government promptly institutionali-
ze the city’s overall economic strategies and 
contingencies, so as to diversify the economy 
and provide confidence to residents. AL

Up to half 
of working 
population on 
reduced  
paid leave

Alvin Chau dubs allegations ‘extremely absurd and unreasonable’

Construction workers 
demand employment 
continue at Galaxy Phase 4

LYNZY VALLES

TYCOON Alvin Chau 
has condemned ru-

mors that Suncity Group 
has been subsidizing Hong 
Kong rioters, disclosing 
information on VIP custo-
mers to mainland Chinese 
authorities, and failing to 
cover their clients’ financial 
deposits. 

In a seven-minute video 
released on Sunday, the 
CEO of the junket operator 
refuted the circulating so-
cial media posts of poten-
tially damaging rumors. 

In regards to the alle-
gations that Suncity has 
been subsidizing Hong 
Kong rioters, Chau said 
that he would not jeopar-
dize the city, calling the 
allegations “extremely ab-

surd and unreasonable.”
“What are my reasons 

and motives for subsidizing 
Hong Kong rioters? […] 
This is extremely absurd,” 
said the tycoon.

Responding to the on-
line claims that his com-
pany was unable to cover 
the financial deposits of 
its clients, the video inclu-
ded images to prove that 
Suncity VIP Club has a to-
tal fiscal reserve amount of 
HKD10.58 billion.

“As of few days ago, 
the cash flow of our VIP 
rooms was about HKD18.6 
billion, our total deposit of 
HKD16.5 billion in [two] 
banks. Our fiscal reser-
ve of the past 14 years is 
HKD10.58 billion,” the ty-
coon explained.

“Our financial situation 

has been very stable. We 
have the capability and 
enough capital to offset 
any bad deposits and chip 
deposits of all clients. Sun-
city is a very stable financial 
platform,” he stressed. 

Chau also refuted sug-
gestions that law enforce-
ment authorities in main-
land China possessed the 
customer information of 
Suncity VIP Club members.

He emphasized that his 
junket operator has never 
received any demands from 
mainland China authorities 
for customer information. 

“As an institution law-
fully regulated in Macau 
and regulated by the Ma-
cau Personal Data Protec-
tion Act, Suncity Group is 
strictly forbidden to arbi-
trarily disclose any custo-
mer information,” he said. 

“We have neither any 
colleagues stationed nor 
participating in any gaming 
related duties in mainland 
China. We have never par-
ticipated in any undergrou-
nd fund transfer,” Chau rei-
terated.

Chau assured the public 
that the group has never 
encountered any leak of 
personal information, even 
from its app – refuting ru-
mors that their mobile app 
leaked customer informa-
tion.

In a separate press re-
lease, Suncity Group said 
that the Sun Finance App’s 
24-hour monitoring system 
has not recorded any ha-
cking attempts.

The CEO stressed that 
the mobile app is just sof-
tware, and no customer 

information is stored in the 
system, adding that their 
service is placed in Macau. 

In the video, the group 
showed its Certificate of 
Registration to prove that 
the IT department of Sun-
city Gaming Promotion 
Company Ltd was previou-
sly awarded the ISO 27001 
certification by the British 
Standards Institution.

Further, Chau said that 
the group has secured the 
employment of its staff and 
has not fired a single em-
ployed resident amid the 
pandemic outbreak.

In a previous statement, 
Chau pledged that the 
company strives to protect 
the livelihood of its 4,500 
employees, noting that it 
is prepared to employ “va-
rious long-term measures.”

DANIEL BEITLER

S
OME 350 local 
workers gathered 
at the site of an un-
d e r- c o n s t r u c t i o n 

integrated resort yesterday 
morning to demand their 
employment with cons-
truction sub-contractors 
continue amid the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The integrated resort is 
Galaxy Macau, the flagship 
resort of gaming opera-
tor Galaxy Entertainment 
Group (GEG), and the cons-
truction site is its Phase 3 
expansion. 

The 350 workers em-
ployed by the sub-contrac-
tors are specialized cons-
truction workers in the 
areas of formwork and bar 
bending. They finished their 
contracts earlier this month 
and the related compensa-
tion was already arranged, 
according to Galaxy.

However, Chinese-lan-
guage media reports say the 
resident workers are unha-
ppy that foreign labor is still 
being used on a nearby pro-
ject for the Phase 4 project. 
They are asking that the ga-
ming operator arrange for 
their employment to con-
tinue while they transition 
to working on the Phase 4 
construction site.

“As the owner of the pro-
ject, GEG has immediately 
ordered the construction 
contractor of its Phase 4 
project to try its best to 
prioritize the recruitment of 
these local workers,” a state-
ment issued by Galaxy pro-
mised. The operator added 
that the interview process 
began yesterday afternoon.

“We are now looking into 
the situation,” said Buddy 
Lam, Senior Vice President 
for Public Relations at Ga-
laxy Entertainment Group, 
in remarks to Macau Daily 
Times. “We talked with the 
sub-contractors to see if 

these workers can be re-hi-
red. How many workers can 
be re-hired? I don’t know 
because they are speciali-
zed in formwork and bar 
bending.”

Galaxy representatives 
also sought to end rumors 
yesterday that it had repla-
ced its resident workforce 
with foreign workers. They 
clarified that “among all 
the related non-local [for-
mworkers] and bar benders 
who exited the construction 
sites, none of them were re-
cruited for the Phase 4 pro-
ject. […] All the non-local 
workers had already been 

dismissed earlier, because 
they finished their works 
earlier. These local workers 
are specialized in formwork 
and bar bending, so they 
took a bit longer [to finish].”

The Labour Affairs Bu-
reau (DSAL) said it was 
highly concerned by the 
situation. The DSAL said 
that many of these workers 
have already registered for 
training courses arranged 
by the labor authority. Mo-
reover, it was following up 
with the employees and 
would investigate the ma-
tter in order to protect the 
rights of workers.
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Education regulator 
warns about fake 
background check calls
Several residents have reported calls made 
in English by people claiming to be officers 
of the education authority attempting 
to collect data with regard to scholarship 
or subsidy applications, or to conduct 
a telephone survey. The Education and 
Youth Affairs Bureau (DSEJ) confirmed that 
these calls were not real and reminded 
residents to stay vigilant when these calls 
are received. The bureau stressed that 
although scholarship or subsidy programs 
have been recently taking applications, 
its officers will only contact applicants 
during office hours. In these official calls, no 
personal data or bank information will be 
requested. Additionally, officers will not ask 
the call takers to call back. The DSEJ has 
referred the cases to the Judiciary Police for 
investigation.

Lawmaker asks about 
progress of sorted waste 
recycling 

Referring to the 1,500-ton daily waste 
handled by the city’s three incinerators, 
Lawmaker Au Kam San, in his recent written 
inquiry, urged the government to trial sorting 
waste for recycling. He pointed out that 
although waste is burnt in many locations, 
unsorted waste burning by a 30-year-old 
incineration facility is a burden to both the 
facility and the city, and is not advantageous 
to promoting waste recycling. The lawmaker 
urges the government to initiate a local 
recycling industry as he sees that Macau 
currently has the economies of scale to 
handle its own recycling. Otherwise, the 
government should at least advocate sorted 
waste handling to ease air pollution.

Reclamation Zone C to 
finish early next year
The 32-hectares of reclaimed land off 
the coast from Ocean Garden in Taipa is 
expected to be finished in January 2021, 
the government has announced. Officially 
known as the New Urban Zone C, the piece 
of land is partially out of water, including the 
dike of the land. The budget for the work 
is 816 million patacas. The constructor 
has pledged it will have a 685 workday 
construction period. Work started in 
November 2018. In his first policy address, 
Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng has called for a 
halt to the ground-level construction on the 
Zone C, since any construction will impact 
the coastal view of the city, saying, “coastal 
view is crucial to a city.”

MPI tells consul-general 
more Angolan students 
welcome
The Consul-General of Angola in Macau, 
Eduardo Velasco Galiano, and his delegation 
visited the Macao Polytechnic Institute 
(MPI) on July 10 and were welcomed by 
the President of the Institute, Professor 
Im Sio Kei. According to a statement from 
the university, the two parties had friendly 
talks on strengthening cooperation in 
higher education and talent cultivation. 
During the meeting, Im thanked the consul-
general for his long-term support to MPI. 
Im also mentioned the learning progress 
and condition of the students from Angola 
who are currently studying at MPI, further 
welcoming more Angolan students to 
come and study in Macau, especially in the 
professional areas of international Chinese 
language and public administration.
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IN the trial of the case in-
volving 26 total defen-

dants, several of which are 
former high-ranked offi-
cials from the Macao Trade 
and Investment Promotion 
Institute (IPIM), yesterday 
the prosecution revealed 
the name of another com-
pany, also co-owned by the 
fourth defendant, Ng Kuok 
Sao, which had been used 
to submit a residency appli-
cation under IPIM’s invest-
ment residency program.

As others previously men-
tioned in the courtroom, 
the Forever Creation Engi-
neering Company Limited, 
owned by Ng, was used to 
introduce applicants to the 
local residency applications 
at IPIM for major invest-
ment plans. However, at the 
time, the company seemed 
to have an idle status, no 
workers, and minimal bank 
account history and balan-
ce.

According to yesterday’s 
testimony of the investiga-
tor from the Commission 
Against Corruption (CCAC), 
the way the company alte-
red the composition of its 
shareholders to include a 
mainland man named Wang 
Jieren meant he was able  to 
file an application for resi-
dency in Macau. The appli-
cation claimed that the 
company’s new major sha-

reholder intended to invest 
at least 70 million patacas 
in several of the company’s 
projects, one of which in-
cluded a part of the cons-
truction works of Galaxy 
Macau Phase 2.

During the testimony of 
the CCAC investigator, seve-
ral documents were shown 
by the prosecutor which 
they claimed were evidence 
of the whole scheme organi-
zed by Ng.

One of these documen-
ts is an agreement between 
Wang and One Kin Cons-
truction Company Limited, 
dated from December 2013, 
which states that to be eli-
gible for residency, Wang 
will have to invest a total of 
HKD1.2 million in the com-
pany in three installments 
(HKD400,000, HKD200,000 
and HKD600,000). 

The prosecution claims 
that this document proves 
the amounts requested by 
the alleged criminal organi-
zation were meant to secure 
unlawful Macau residency 
cards.

Unusually, the defen-
se lawyer of the 10th and 
17th defendants, Ao Ieong 
Cheok In, noticed that such 
an agreement with Wang 
had been signed by not by 
Ng or any administrator of 
One Kin, but instead by a 
man whom the CCAC inves-
tigation determined to be a 
driver at the company. The 

defense used this fact to 
question the legality of the 
document. 

During the session, the 
same lawyer tried to prove 
with recorded conversa-
tions and documents sub-
mitted to IPIM that Wang 
had no working link to the 
company or any effective 
investment projects, clai-
ming that all statements 
and documents submitted 
to IPIM were forged.

He also tried to prove, 
with the help of bank re-
cords, that even the money 
deposited into the Forever 
Creation Company bank ac-
count came from another 
partner of Ng, a man named 
Lou Hoi Pan who co-ow-
ned a company named Pou 
Shing. It was to Pou Shing 
that the money was imme-
diately transferred after it 
was deposited in Forever 
Creation via bank checks 
signed by Ng.

The defense lawyer of Wu 
Sok Wah, wife of Ng Kuok 
Sao, asked about the investi-
gation into the construction 
works of the Galaxy Macau 
Phase 2 as part of the port-
folio of the Forever Creation 
Company. Lawyers Kuong 
Kuok On and Ao Ieong 
asked the CCAC investigator 
if they determined whether 
the company was involved 
in such construction work, 
by being a sub-concessio-
naire of the main contractor 

or acting as an intermediary 
and sub-contracting other 
companies to do the work.

As in the previous case 
of Hunan (Macao) Enginee-
ring Equipment Installation 
Company Limited, the reply 
was negative, and as such, 
Judge Leong Fong Meng 
once again ordered the 
court to inquire with Ga-
laxy Entertainment Group if 
Forever Creation Company 
had any involvement in the 
Phase 2 works.

“Given the importance of 
ascertaining the truth, the 
court needs to know who 
was the general contractor 
of the construction and to 
ascertain if Hunan Engi-
neering, One Kin or Forever 
Creation had been involved 
in any way,” Leong said. The 
company was given 20 days 
to provide concrete infor-
mation on the companies 
involved in the construc-
tion works between 2013 
and 2015.

The session held yester-
day comes after last Friday’s 
session, where it was revea-
led that the Public Prosecu-
tion will soon call the for-
mer president of the IPIM, 
Irene Lau, to testify. Lau will 
have to reply to questions 
on a residency approval sig-
ned in October 2018 when 
she was serving as president 
after Jackson Chang was re-
moved from the post due to 
the anti-graft investigation.

COURTS

Prosecution 
lists more 

‘front 
companies’ used 
to wrongfully 

acquire 
residence cards
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A 
Small and Medium 
Enterprise (SME) roo-
ted in the Macau SAR 
for more than 50 years 

is continually innovating its 
products and services with the 
assistance of Sands China Ltd. 
to successfully cater to a wider 
community, along with a higher 
service standard.

Yiu Wah Plastic Factory Ltd. 
is one of the few plastic bag ma-
nufacturers that has a factory in 
Macau. 

Recently, it has developed 
itself to produce environment-
-friendly plastic bag products.

According to Michelle Fung, 
the second generation at the 
helm of the company, its coo-
peration with Sands China has 
not only facilitated an increase 
in business volume, but also 
enabled the company to learn 
comprehensive and systematic 
management experience from 
foreign enterprises, which she 
considered as a great benefit to 
the future development of the 
company.

“The cooperation with large 
enterprises like Sands China 
has enhanced the company’s 
popularity and increased its re-
liability in the industry,” Fung 
explained.

“Secondly, through commu-
nication and contact with the 
management of Sands China, 

we have learned the perfect 
management mode and daily 
operational experience of inter-
national enterprises, which laid 
a foundation for cooperation 
with other large enterprises,” 
the executive added.

The integrated resort opera-
tor has always sought to increa-
se procurement opportunities 
between the company and local 
SME suppliers.

For Sands China, it views 
these suppliers – including 
“Made-in-Macao” companies, 
local small, medium and micro 
suppliers, and Macao young 
entrepreneurs – as its strategic 
partners.

In order to meet market de-
mands, the local company has 
launched the development and 
production of biodegradable 
environment-friendly plastic 
bags, for which a promotion 
was carried out this year.

Part of Sands China’s global 
sustainability goal is to reduce 
its carbon footprint and waste. 
Therefore, the integrated resort 
operator initiated the purchase 
these biodegradable bags.

“Sands China was willing to 
take the first step to purchase 
biodegradable environment-
-friendly plastic bags from us, 
which we believe has a demons-
tration effect for other com-
panies,” said Fung.

Fung’s company has been 
cooperating with Sands China 
since 2005, mainly providing 
plastic garbage bags.

“Procurement has increased 
tenfold [throughout] the deca-
de,” she added.

In the future, the company 
plans to continually provide 
quality products and further 
promote biodegradable envi-
ronment-friendly products in 
the local market. 

The local SME expects that 
government departments and 
enterprises will exert further 
efforts to jointly promote green 
and eco-friendly products.

The gaming concessionai-
re has pledged to continually 
respond to the environmental 
protection policy by minimi-
zing the use of plastic bags in 
the city. 

Since gambling enterprises 
strictly implement standardi-
zed management and opera-
tions, Sands China noted that 
it is significant for operators 
to acquire suppliers that can 
“adapt to the market and meet 
the needs of customers, along 
with a stable and mature deve-
lopment.”

According the Senior Mana-
ger of Sands China’s Procure-
ment and Supply Chain, Eric 
Chan, the cooperation between 
SMEs and gambling enterpri-

ses has enabled the two parties 
to “absorb valuable experience 
from each other, improve their 
own management ability res-
pectively, and expand their bu-
siness.”

For Chan, Yiu Wah Plas-
tic Factory Ltd. is as a reliable 
partner and actively invests in 
resources for the research and 
development of new environ-
ment-friendly products.

“Since the opening of Sands 
Macao in 2004, the company 
has participated and actively 
cooperated in the bidding of 
plastic bag projects,” Chan ex-
plained.

“Upholding a pragmatic and 
cooperative attitude, the com-
pany is able to make quotations 
in a short time, clearly unders-
tands the requirements of large 
enterprises, and offers compe-
titive prices and services, the-
refore, a long-term cooperation 
has been maintained between 
both parties,” he added.

Since the SME is under its se-
cond generation of leadership, 
and familiar with the operation 
of the industry while attaching 
great importance to commu-
nication with customers, it re-
gards Sands China as its “close 
cooperative partner.”

“During the period that 
Typhoon Hato hit Macau in 
2017, the company gave a large 

number of black plastic bags to 
the Sands Cares Ambassadors 
volunteer team for free for gar-
bage collection to clean up the 
streets,” Chan recalled.

“In addition, during the ou-
tbreak of COVID-19 this year, 
one of Sands China’s hotels 
was designated for medical ob-
servation. As the demand for 
plastic garbage bags designated 
for use in guest rooms increa-
sed sharply […] the company 
immediately mobilized its in-
ventory to provide the urgently 
needed bags in a short time,” 
the executive added.

Employees of Yiu Wah Plastic 
Factory Ltd. have also partici-
pated in the Sands Procurement 
Academy – a training initiati-
ve that aims to share business 
knowledge and skills to further 
the development of local SME 
suppliers.

The aim of the programme 
is to help them gain experience 
and capacity for working with 
large-scale international corpo-
rations like Sands China. 

Sands China is continually 
committed to providing a se-
ries of trainings for suppliers to 
integrate into the operation of 
the procurement system and is 
devoted to working with local 
SME suppliers to help their bu-
sinesses flourish alongside the 
company.

Sands China supports local SME to 
improve products, service standards 
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All casino patrons 
need to take nucleic 
acid tests
After yesterday’s announcement that 
people from Hubei Province will now be 
allowed to visit Macau’s casinos again, 
the SAR government has signaled it 
will require additional health checks 
to be performed. From July 15, all 
patrons entering local casinos will need 
to show a negative Covid-19 nucleic 
acid test result in addition to having 
their body temperature measured and 
presenting their Macau health code for 
the day. An Executive Order to lift the 
ban on people who have been to Hubei 
Province in the past 14 days from 
entering Macau casinos takes effect 
from today.

Zhuhai’s quarantine 
requirement for Macau 
reisdents lifted
A quarantine requirement on Macau 
residents entering Zhuhai will be lifted 
from July 15, according to information 
disclosed yesterday. First reported 
by Macao Daily News, the concerned 
Macau residents will be allowed to move 
freely only within the nine mainland 
cities of the Greater Bay Area approved 
in the previous quarantine waiver policy. 
Residents of the SAR will still need to 
take a nucleic acid test within the seven 
days preceding the border crossing, in 
addition to completing the transition 
of the Macau health code to the 
Guangdong health code.

Hong Kong’s third 
wave counts 250  
new cases
Since its third wave began last week, 
the neighboring special administrative 
region of Hong Kong has seen its new 
cases climb to 150. Yesterday’s tally 
was the highest recorded in a single 
day since March. The city recorded 52 
new coronavirus infections yesterday, 
with 41 of them locally-transmitted. 
The Hong Kong government has 
decided to increase testing to identify 
asymptomatic patients who are 
infected in a bid to curb the spread of 
the third wave.

Secretaries give 
instructions for 
Border Gate crossings
Secretary for Security Wong Sio Chak 
and Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture Ao Ieong U are working to 
improve border crossing arrangements 
at the Border Gate, according to a 
government statement. During a 
recent visit to the Border Gate, the 
secretaries first conducted a site 
check on the flow of people at the 
city’s most popular border. They also 
studied the diversion route of people 
at the arrival and departure halls of 
the Border Gate. People entering or 
leaving Macau will be diverted to a 
certain areas in the respective hall 
so that police officers can check 
and confirm they have valid health 
codes. The officials have also issued 
instructions to improve the flow of 
people. After the visit, they met at 
the border line with officials from 
Guangdong Province and Zhuhai 
City to discuss measures to ease the 
process of border crossings.

ANTHONY LAM

THE entire mainland is now 
off Macau’s list of highly 

infected zones, meaning that 
entrants from the north of the 
country will no longer need to 
be quarantined upon arrival, Dr 
Leong Iek Hou, coordinator at 
the Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention announced yes-
terday.

In addition, Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng issued an Executive 
Order to lift the ban on people 
who have been to Hubei Provin-
ce in the past 14 days from ente-
ring Macau casinos. The Order 
takes effect from today.

The two actions were initiated 
after the Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination Center 
conducted an evaluation on the 
Covid-19 situation on the main-
land.

“Following our evaluation on 
the situation on the mainland, 
especially in Beijing, we have 
decided to remove the capital 
city from our list of highly infec-
ted zones,” the medical doctor 
announced. “Meanwhile, Hubei 
Province has also been removed 
from the list.”

“It means that anybody who 
has been to the mainland shall 
not be quarantined when they 
enter Macau,” the medical doctor 
added. “In addition, people who 
have been to Hubei Province in 
the preceding 14 days will now be 
allowed into casinos in Macau.”

Leong explained that the 
health authority’s evaluation 
determines that the mainland’s 
risks to Macau are relatively low.

For the time being, mainland 
authorities continue to suspend 
the issuance of the Individual 
Visit Scheme (IVS) permit to the 
Special Administrative Regions. 
People hoping to enter the SARs 
can only do so with other entry 
permits.

The Coronavirus Center did 

not announce whether the IVS is 
resuming in the near future, des-
pite rumors saying it will resume 
tomorrow.

The health authority was also 
asked whether the Blood Trans-
fusion Service, which is adminis-
tered by the Health Bureau, has 
implemented effective measures 
against Covid-19. 

Yesterday, Hong Kong saw a 
new case of someone who had 
donated blood before contrac-
ting the virus. This was just one 
case of 52 new infections con-
firmed in the neighboring city 
yesterday, most of which were 
locally-transmitted.

The medical director of the 
public Conde São Januário Hos-
pital, Dr Alvis Lo, is confident 
that his colleagues have been 
following guidelines to ensure 
the safety of blood transfusions.

“Blood transfusion safety is 
crucial,” Lo stressed. “During the 
outbreak of Zika virus, we took 
specific measures to ensure sa-
fety.”

Lo could not give further de-
tails yesterday but pledged to do 
so when information becomes 
available. However, he explained 
that there is no sufficient eviden-
ce to prove that the coronavirus 
can be spread through blood.

“Each type of contagious di-
sease has particular transmis-
sion channels,” Lo explained. “As 
a respiratory disease, this coro-
navirus is mainly spread throu-
gh droplets and contact, althou-
gh the WHO could not rule out 
transmission by air.”

He stressed that for the time 
being, there is no report saying 
that the virus can spread throu-
gh blood. However, when asses-
sing the risks, he prefers to be 
more cautious.

People who have doubts 
about their own infection status 
should avoid donating blood, 
the medical doctor suggested.

LYNZY VALLES

STARTING from 6 
p.m. today, all pas-

sengers leaving the Ma-
cau SAR via air or ferry 
services will be required 
to present a negative Co-
vid-19 nucleic acid test 
before being allowed to 
board.

According to a state-
ment issued by the New 
Coronavirus Contingen-
cy Coordination Center, 
the test result must be 
issued in the seven-day 
period immediately 
prior the travel and must 
be included in the certi-

fied online Macau Heal-
th Code.

The Covid-19 test can 
be done at Pac On or at 
the public hospital.

As of midday yester-
day, all passengers taking 
public transportation 
from Hong Kong to Ma-
cau via the Hong Kong-
-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
are required to present 
evidence of a negative 
result on the Covid-19 

test issued in the last se-
ven days.

Health authorities 
said the move was to 
ensure the safety of pas-
sengers and workers on 
the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau Bridge buses – 
most commonly known 
as Golden Bus, as well as 
ferry and aircraft crew.

Recently, Macau has 
also imposed stringent 
infection control mea-

sures at the city’s cros-
sing checkpoints as it re-
mains vigilant following 
a third wave of Covid-19 
cases in Hong Kong. 
Special ferry services 
between the Taipa Fer-
ry Terminal and Hong 
Kong International Air-
port’s Skypier for passen-
gers arriving in Macau is 
being arranged only un-
til this Thursday, prima-
rily to serve Macau resi-

dents stranded outside 
of Macau, as well as fo-
reign nationals in Macau 
who must return home 
through Hong Kong.

However, the travel 
bubble plan is currently 
on hold as the city is re-
viewing its guidelines 
and protocols for qua-
rantine exemptions, as 
the number of Covid-19 
cases in Hong Kong has 
been increasing. 

Negative Covid-19 test required 
for outbound passengers

Quarantine lifted for all 
mainland China provinces

Long lines of cross-border travelers were seen at the Border Gate yesterday as Macau-Zhuhai authorities trialed a 
new health declaration system. According to the report of a Zhuhai-based non-resident worker, authorities blocked 

the crossing and forced travelers to split into just two lines to check the code.
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CHINA said yesterday it 
will impose sanctions on 

three U.S. lawmakers and one 
ambassador in response to 
similar actions taken by the 
U.S. last week against Chinese 
officials over alleged human 
rights abuses against Muslims 
in the Xinjiang region. 

U.S. Senators Marco Ru-
bio and Ted Cruz, Rep. Chris 
Smith and Ambassador for 
Religious Freedom Sam 
Brownback were targeted, as 
was the Congressional-Exe-
cutive Commission on China. 
The four have been critical of 
the ruling Communist Par-
ty’s policies toward minority 
groups and people of faith. 

Foreign ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying said 
the U.S. move had “seriously 
damaged China-U.S. rela-
tions” and that China was de-
termined to uphold its natio-
nal sovereignty against what 
it sees as interference in its 
internal affairs. 

“China will respond further 
according to the development 
of the situation,” Hua said. 

She did not spell out the 
sanctions beyond saying 
they would correspond to 
the American ones. The U.S. 
prohibited any property tran-
sactions by Americans with 
four senior Chinese officials 
and barred three of them from 
entering the U.S.

There was no indication 
that any of the sanctioned 
Americans had plans to 

travel to China. 
The sanctioned Chinese 

officials include Chen Quan-
guo, who heads the northwes-
tern region of Xinjiang, where 
more than 1 million members 
of Muslim minority groups 
have been incarcerated in 
what China terms de-radicali-
zation and retraining centers. 

Critics have likened the 
camps to prisons to which 
inmates are sentenced with 
little due process and where 
they are compelled to denou-
nce their religion, language 
and culture and pledge alle-
giance to the Communist Par-
ty and its leader, Xi Jinping. An 
Associated Press investigation 
has also discovered allega-
tions that women in Xinjiang’s 
predominantly native Uighur 
ethnic group were forced to 
use birth control or undergo 
involuntary sterilizations. 

Ties between China and 
the U.S. have deteriorated 
steadily over the coronavirus 
pandemic, human rights, Bei-
jing policy toward Hong Kong 
and trade. The Trump admi-
nistration has also slapped 
visa bans on Chinese officials 
deemed responsible for bar-
ring foreigners’ access to Ti-
bet, along with those seen as 
enforcing a clampdown on 
civil rights in Hong Kong. 

Despite such moves, for-
mer national security adviser 
John Bolton has alleged in a 
new book that Trump told Xi 
he was right to build detention 

camps in Xinjiang. 
Additional visa restrictions 

are being placed on other 
Communist Party officials 
believed to be responsible for, 
or complicit in, the detention 
or abuse of Uighurs, Kazakhs 
and members of other mino-
rity groups.

In addition to Chen, Xin-
jiang’s party secretary and a 
member of the national-level 
Politburo, the other sanctio-
ned officials were Zhu Hailun, 
party secretary of the Xinjiang 
political and legal committee; 
Wang Mingshan, party se-
cretary of the Xinjiang public 
security bureau; and Huo Liu-
jun, a former top official in the 
region’s police force.

They and their immediate 
family members are banned 
from entering the United Sta-
tes. 

China has sought to crush 
any hint of separatist tenden-
cies among Uighurs, which 
critics say amounts to a cam-
paign of cultural genocide. Ui-
ghurs are mostly Muslim and 
their Turkic language, Muslim 
religion and central Asian cul-
ture make them distinct from 
China’s Han majority. 

While China says it is brin-
ging prosperity and develop-
ment to the vast, resource-ri-
ch region, many among Xin-
jiang’s native ethnic groups 
say they are being denied 
economic options in favor of 
migrants from elsewhere in 
China.  AP

China sanctions Rubio, Cruz, 
Smith, Brownback for criticism 

HONG KONG 
Organizers of Tiananmen vigil appear in court

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

H
UNDREDS of thousands of 
Hong Kong residents tur-
ned up over the weekend 
to vote in an unofficial pri-

mary election held by the city’s pro-de-
mocracy camp as it gears up to field 
candidates for an upcoming legislative 
poll.

The primaries were held two weeks 
after Beijing imposed a sweeping na-
tional security law on the semi-autono-
mous territory in a move widely seen as 
chipping away at the “one country, two 
systems” framework under which Bri-
tain handed Hong Kong over to China 
in 1997. It was passed in response to 
last year’s massive protests calling for 
greater democracy and more police ac-
countability.

Throngs of people lined up at polling 
booths in the summer heat to vote 
despite a warning last week by Hong 
Kong’s constitutional affairs minister, 
Eric Tsang, that the primaries could be 
in breach of the new national security 
law because it outlaws interference and 
disruption of duties by the local gover-
nment.

Organizers dismissed the commen-
ts, saying they just want to hold the 
government accountable by gaining a 
majority in the legislature.

The new law prohibits what Beijing 
views as secessionist, subversive or ter-
rorist activities or as foreign interven-
tion in Hong Kong affairs. Under the 
law, police now have sweeping powers 
to conduct searches without warrants 

and order internet service providers 
and platforms to remove messages 
deemed to be in violation of the legis-
lation.

On Friday, police raided the office 
of the Public Opinion Research Insti-
tute, a co-organizer of the primaries. 
The computer system was suspected of 
being hacked, causing a data leak, poli-
ce said in a statement, and an investi-
gation is ongoing.

Hong Kong’s pro-democracy camp, 
which includes multiple parties, is at-
tempting to join forces and use the 
primaries as a guide to field the best 
candidates in the official legislative 
election in September. Its goal is to win 
a majority in the legislature, which is 
typically skewed toward the pro-Bei-
jing camp.

To hold the primaries, pro-demo-
cracy activists had raised money via 
crowd funding. They pledged to veto 
the government’s budget if they clin-
ch a majority in the legislature. Under 
Hong Kong’s mini-constitution, known 
as the Basic Law, the city’s leader must 
resign if an important bill such as the 
budget is vetoed twice.

Organizers said Sunday night that 
nearly 600,000 people voted at polling 
booths set up across the city, exceeding 
organizers’ estimates of a turnout of 
170,000.

“Despite the threat of the natio-
nal security law, there are still nearly 
600,000 people coming out to vote, “ 
said Au Nok-hin, one of the organizers 
of the primaries. “We can see Hong 
Kongers are really brave.” AP

Media tycoon Jimmy Lai, founder of the local newspaper Apple Daily, 
arrives outside a district court in Hong Kong, yesterday

THE organizers of a vi-
gil commemorating 

China’s bloody 1989 crack-
down in Tiananmen Square 
appeared in a Hong Kong 
court on Monday on char-
ges of inciting others to 
participate in an unlawful 
assembly.

A total of 13 people were 
charged over the June 4 vi-
gil, including Lee Cheuk-
-Yan, who chairs the Hong 
Kong Alliance in Support 
of Patriotic and Democratic 
Movements of China. The 
alliance organizes the vigil, 
which is annual event.

Others charged include 

Jimmy Lai, founder of the 
Apple Daily newspaper and 
a pro-democracy advoca-
te, as well as activists and 
alliance members Richard 
Tsoi and Albert Ho.

Police had ruled that this 
year’s vigil could not take 
place due to restrictions 
put in place because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, but 
organizers turned up to 
sit in the usual vigil venue, 
Victoria Park. Thousands 
eventually followed suit. 

Days later, they were 
charged for inciting others 
to participate in the banned 
protest.

“Today we are suppose-
dly on trial, but we believe 
it is the Hong Kong govern-
ment, the police that shou-
ld be put on trial and will be 
put on trial because of the 
suppression of our right to 
mourn on June 4,” Lee said.

“This is a complete de-
nial of our rights under 
the constitutional Basic 

Law,” he said.
The group held up pos-

ters and banners condem-
ning the government for 
suppressing the vigil and 
opposing political prosecu-
tion.

They also took a moment 
of silence to mark the death 
anniversary of Liu Xiaobo, 
a Chinese dissident who 
died of liver cancer in 2017 
while serving a 11-year jail 
sentence for “subversion of 
state power.”

HONG KONG

600,000 vote in pro-
democracy primaries
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About 500 people have been involved in scuffles 
in the Place de la Bastille in Paris.

Hundreds of thousands of revellers took to the 
streets of the French capital last night to celebrate 
the 200th anniversary of the storming of the Bas-
tille.

Most people enjoyed the carnival atmosphere 
in the city but a group of trouble-makers fought 
amongst themselves, harassed foreign TV crews 
and threw stones at the police as they tried to res-
tore order.

Last night was the official opening of the concert 
hall, Opera Bastille, which has been built on the site 
of the Bastille prison - where the French Revolution 
began in 1789.

Celebrations carried on into the small hours of 
this morning in the biggest street party since Fran-
ce was liberated after World War II.

There was traffic chaos as people danced in the 
streets, wearing the red, white and blue of the re-
volutionary tricolour and letting off fireworks.

As well as the traditional military march down the 
Champs Elysees this morning, the bicentennial 
anniversary has been marked by a spectacular pa-
rade of dancers, musicians and floats from around 
the world this evening.

Heads of state from 40 countries and a global 
television audience of 500m watched the proces-
sion - devised and organised by Jean-Paul Goude 
- down the Champs Elysees to the Place de la Con-
corde.

Costing £8m, the Marseillaise procession was ba-
sed on the theme of the rights of Man and world 
music. It culminated in a powerful rendition of the 
French national anthem - the Marseillaise - by ope-
ra singer Jessye Norman.

Some world leaders were in the city for the G7 
World Economic Summit opened by President Mit-
terand at the Louvre pyramid in the afternoon.

Courtesy BBC News

1989 Paris in 200-year-old 
               revolutionary fervour

In context

The Bastille was constructed as a royal fortress in the 
14th Century.
It symbolised untouchable royal power and extrava-
gance to an impoverished populace.
Encouraged by local politicians and radical new philoso-
phies, Parisians targeted the two royal strongholds in the 
city in uprisings beginning on 12 July 1789.
They seized guns from the barracks at Les Invalides and 
stormed the Bastille to release the prisoners there and 
execute their jailers.
The events of 14 July were limited but they symbolised 
the beginning of a break from the traditional order.
Ten years of bloody revolution followed which included a 
radical new constitution and the execution of King Louis 
XVI and his self-indulgent wife Marie Antoinette.

this day in history

Look out, Mars: Here we 
come with a fleet of spacecraft
M

ARS is about to 
be invaded by 
planet Earth — 
big time.

Three countries — the 
United States, China and the 
United Arab Emirates — are 
sending unmanned space-
craft to the red planet in qui-
ck succession beginning this 
week, in the most sweeping 
effort yet to seek signs of an-
cient microscopic life while 
scouting out the place for 
future astronauts. 

The U.S., for its part, is 
dispatching a six-wheeled 
rover the size of a car, named 
Perseverance, to collect rock 
samples that will be brought 
back to Earth for analysis in 
about a decade.

“Right now, more than 
ever, that name is so impor-
tant,” NASA Administrator 
Jim Bridenstine said as pre-
parations went on amid the 
coronavirus outbreak, whi-
ch will keep the launch guest 
list to a minimum.

Each spacecraft will travel 
more than 300 million miles 
before reaching Mars next 
February. It takes six to seven 
months, at the minimum, 
for a spacecraft to loop out 
beyond Earth’s orbit and 
sync up with Mars’ more dis-
tant orbit around the sun.

Scientists want to know 
what Mars was like billions 
of years ago when it had ri-
vers, lakes and oceans that 
may have allowed simple, 
tiny organisms to flourish 
before the planet morphed 
into the barren, wintry de-
sert world it is today.

“Trying to confirm that 
life existed on another pla-
net, it’s a tall order. It has a 
very high burden of proof,” 

said Perseverance’s project 
scientist, Ken Farley of Cal-
tech in Pasadena, Califor-
nia. 

The three nearly simulta-
neous launches are no coin-
cidence: The timing is dicta-
ted by the opening of a one-
-month window in which 
Mars and Earth are in ideal 
alignment on the same side 
of the sun, which minimi-
zes travel time and fuel use. 
Such a window opens only 
once every 26 months.

Mars has long exerted a 
powerful hold on the ima-
gination but has proved to 
be the graveyard for nume-
rous missions. Spacecraft 
have blown up, burned up 
or crash-landed, with the ca-
sualty rate over the decades 
exceeding 50%. China’s last 
attempt, in collaboration 
with Russia in 2011, ended 
in failure.

Only the U.S. has succes-
sfully put a spacecraft on 
Mars, doing it eight times, 
beginning with the twin 
Vikings in 1976. Two NASA 
landers are now operating 
there, InSight and Curiosity. 
Six other spacecraft are ex-
ploring the planet from or-
bit: three U.S., two European 
and one from India.

The United Arab Emirates 
and China are looking to join 
the elite club.

The UAE spacecraft, na-
med Amal, which is Arabic 
for Hope, is an orbiter sche-
duled to rocket away from 
Japan on Wednesday, local 
time, on what will be the 
Arab world’s first interplane-
tary mission. The spacecraft, 
built in partnership with the 
University of Colorado Boul-
der, will arrive at Mars in the 

year the UAE marks the 50th 
anniversary of its founding.

“The UAE wanted to send 
a very strong message to the 
Arab youth,” project mana-
ger Omran Sharaf said. “The 
message here is that if the 
UAE can reach Mars in less 
than 50 years, then you can 
do much more. ... The nice 
thing about space, it sets the 
standards really high.”

Controlled from Dubai, 
the celestial weather station 
will strive for an exceptio-
nally high Martian orbit of 
13,670 miles by 27,340 miles 
to study the upper atmos-
phere and monitor climate 
change.

China will be up next, 
with the flight of a rover and 
an orbiter sometime arou-
nd July 23; Chinese officials 
aren’t divulging much. The 
mission is named Tianwen, 
or Questions for Heaven.

NASA, meanwhile, is 
shooting for a launch on July 
30 from Cape Canaveral. 

Perseverance is set to tou-
ch down in an ancient river 
delta and lake known as Jeze-
ro Crater, not quite as big as 
Florida’s Lake Okeechobee. 
China’s much smaller rover 
will aim for an easier, flatter 
target.

To reach the surface, 
both spacecraft will have to 
plunge through Mars’ hazy 
red skies in what has been 
dubbed “seven minutes of 
terror” — the most difficult 
and riskiest part of putting 
spacecraft on the planet.

Jezero Crater is full of 
boulders, cliffs, sand dunes 
and depressions, any one of 
which could end Perseve-
rance’s mission. Brand-new 
guidance and parachute-tri-

ggering technology will help 
steer the craft away from 
hazards. Ground controllers 
will be helpless, given the 10 
minutes it takes radio trans-
missions to travel one-way 
between Earth and Mars.

Jezero Crater is worth the 
risks, according to scientists 
who chose it over 60 other 
potential sites. 

Where there was water — 
and Jezero was apparently 
flush with it 3.5 billion years 
ago — there may have been 
life, though it was probably 
only simple microbial life, 
existing perhaps in a slimy 
film at the bottom of the cra-
ter. But those microbes may 
have left telltale marks in the 
sediment layers.

Perseverance will hunt for 
rocks containing such biolo-
gical signatures, if they exist. 

It will drill into the most 
promising rocks and sto-
re a half-kilogram (about 1 
pound) of samples in do-
zens of titanium tubes that 
will eventually be fetched 
by another rover. To prevent 
Earth microbes from conta-
minating the samples, the 
tubes are super-sterilized, 
guaranteed germ-free by 
Adam Stelzner, chief engi-
neer for the mission at NA-
SA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in Pasadena.

“Yep, I’m staking my re-
putation on it,” he said.

While prowling the sur-
face, Perseverance as well as 
China’s rover will peek be-
low, using radar to locate any 
underground pools of water 
that might exist. Perseveran-
ce will also release a spindly, 
4-pound helicopter that will 
be the first rotorcraft ever to 
fly on another planet.  AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- The closest one to us is the sun; 5- Close with force; 9- Banned apple 

spray; 13- Merits; 15- Arizona Native American; 16- Heart; 17- Sudden convulsion; 
18- Self-images; 19- Hoarfrost; 20- Atl. crosser; 21- Employs; 23- Set in layers; 25- 
Mideast gulf; 26- Left-____ compliment; insult; 27- Posy; 30- Police blotter abbr.; 31- 
Rub out or remove from memory; 32- At whatever time; 37- “Strange” introduction; 
38- Song of joy; 40- Relocate; 41- Footwear; 43- French beans?; 44- It may come 
before long; 45- Himalayan peak; 47- Robust; 50- Refuse; 51- Eye membrane; 52- 
Baseball glove; 53- Belief; 56- ___ the crack of dawn; 57- Apple variety; 59- Broke off; 
61- Sever with the teeth; 62- Treehouse used by birds; 63- Portals; 64- Seth’s son; 
65- Lip; 66- Elation;
 
DOWN: 1- Cong. meeting; 2- Knocks lightly; 3- Smell ___; 4- Hosp. workers; 5- 
Lustrous; 6- Records; 7- Mil. address; 8- Wrong; 9- Owning much land; 10- French 
wine valley; 11- Equipped; 12- Oboe, e.g.; 
14- Dirty mark; 22- Multitude; 24- ___ 
uproar; 25- Man of morals; 26- Gag reflex?; 
27- Immediately following; 28- Hydrox 
rival; 29- All there; 32- Itsy-bitsy; 33- Very 
hard mineral; 34- Ballot choice; 35- Nights 
before; 36- What’s left; 38- Belongs; 
39- ___-deucey; 42- Able was ___...; 43- 
Shaped like the Big Top; 45- Decrees; 46- 
Spot checker?; 47- Driver’s invitation; 48- 
Muse with a lyre; 49- Pays to play; 51- Raise 
to third power; 52- Aggregate; 53- Graven 
image; 54- Parched; 55- Gds.; 58- Give ___ 
break!; 60- Beverage made with beaten 
eggs; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your resources are feeling a 
bit pinched lately, but your 
creativity is still fully fleshed out 
and powerful! If  you’re feeling 
strapped for cash, simply apply 
your ingenuity to the situation. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You might have to perform a tricky 
negotiation with someone who 
rubs you the wrong way, but you’ll 
do well with it and your confidence 
will send a very powerful signal to 
some very powerful people. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
There is nothing to fear from 
trying something that you 
have never tried before. Other 
influences are having a very strong 
and very positive impact on your 
life right now, so be open to them.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You will get a lot further if  you 
connect with other people than if  
you stick to yourself. Do not be aloof, 
because it could give you a reputation 
for being difficult to work with or 
even rude, and that’s not you.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your professional life is getting 
brighter, but you can expect things to 
get hot and heavy in your personal 
life! This is something you have been 
waiting for, and you are more than 
ready to take advantage of  it.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
The cast of  characters in your life 
could start to change significantly, 
and your regular way of  doing 
things will have to change to 
accommodate all of  the new faces 
and energies.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You could have an unexpected 
hole punched in the middle of  
your day. These free hours will 
offer you a very good excuse for 
deep thought and contemplation 
about a recent conflict or problem. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
It’s time to finish up some 
unfinished business with someone. 
Whether you forgot a birthday, 
still need to buy someone a gift, 
or left a conversation unfinished, 
today is the day to make up for it.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Conflict is part of  life, and having 
a preference for who you want to 
spend time with shows that you 
have taste. And the people who are 
in your circle of  friends know how 
special they are. That’s what matters.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Changing your daily routine 
sounds a lot easier than it is, there 
is no doubt about that! But the 
efforts you are putting forth to 
find a better way of  doing things 
will definitely be worth it.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your analytical side and your 
intuitive side are in conflict 
right now, and you have to 
balance the two or you won’t 
be able to get anything done 
today!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Spend and act more modestly, 
and don’t be too outgoing with 
your energy. You could end up 
overwhelming those folks who 
still need some time to catch up 
with you.

  Aquarius Pisces
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BORIS Johnson is under pres-
sure to announce a ban on te-

lecoms companies from installing 
new equipment made by Huawei 
Technologies Co in Britain’s fif-
th-generation mobile networks 
from as soon as the end of 2021.

Britain’s National Security Cou-
ncil meets later today to decide on 
the company’s future in the U.K. in 
the wake of U.S. sanctions against 
the company. According to people 
familiar with the matter, a review 
concluded that Huawei will now 
have to use untrusted microchips, 
making 5G security risks impos-
sible for the U.K. government to 
control. Culture Secretary Oliver 
Dowden could announce the de-
cision straight afterward.

Members of Parliament in 
Johnson’s own Conservative Party 
have been determined to force the 
government to reverse its January 
decision to allow the company to 
supply 5G equipment. Confident 
that they’ve won that argument, 
they now want specific commit-
ments on timing.

“The sanctions have changed 
the dynamic,” said Bob Seely, one 
of the leading Conservative rebels. 
“The government is listening, and 

it’s important to give them credit 
for trying to do the right thing.”

Seely said MPs wanted two 
things from the government: A “no 
new kit date,” after which no one 
would be able to install Huawei 
equipment, and a “rip out date,” 
by which time the company’s te-
chnology would have to be com-
pletely removed. He said he favo-
red a no new kit date in late 2021, 

and he said the debate among his 
colleagues for the rip-out date was 
between 2023 and 2025.

U.K. telecoms companies have 
warned of potential loss of service 
if they’re forced to move too qui-
ckly. BT Group Plc Chief Executive 
Officer Philip Jansen on Monday 
said that if the company is requi-
red to strip out Huawei 5G kit, 
“ideally we’d want seven years, 

and we could probably do it in 
five.” But he warned that if the ban 
extended to the entire network, it 
would be “impossible to do under 
10 years.”

“We need to make sure that any 
change of direction doesn’t lead to 
more risk in the short term,” Jan-
sen said, adding that BT will need 
to carry out 15 to 20 big software 
upgrades over the next 5 years. 

“If you don’t have these software 
upgrades, you’re running gaps in 
critical software that could have 
security implications far bigger 
than” under current plans to res-
trict Huawei to 35% of the ne-
twork.

Other potential Tory rebels di-
dn’t go so far as Seely. Neil O’Brien 
said he was “open-minded” on ti-
ming, and said he was less worried 
about forcing the removal of older 
equipment “which will come to 
the end of its life over a couple of 
years.” Damian Green also said he 
was “less concerned” about older 
equipment, and said he simply 
wanted a new equipment ban “in 
this Parliament” - by 2024.

Any reversal in the U.K. po-
sition will allay the concerns of 
the U.S., which opposed John-
son’s decision in January to allow 
Huawei’s continued involvement 
in building out its network. With 
U.S. National Security Adviser Ro-
bert O’Brien traveling to France 
for 3 days, his U.K. counterpart, 
Mark Sedwill, will travel there to 
meet him for talks on China, the 
Times of London reported on 
Monday.

A crackdown on Huawei would 
further escalate tensions between 
London and Beijing, already un-
der strain over Hong Kong and the 
handling of the coronavirus pan-
demic. But the level of opposition 
in parliament leaves Johnson with 
little choice. MDT/BLOOMBERG

Johnson urged to ban Huawei 
in UK 5G networks by end-2021
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STEPHEN WHYNO, 
WASHINGTON

T
HE Washington NFL 
franchise announced 
yesterday it is dropping 
the “Redskins” name 

and Indian head logo, bowing to 
recent pressure from sponsors 
and decades of criticism that they 
are offensive to Native Americans.

A new name must still be selec-
ted for one of the oldest and most 
storied teams in the National 
Football League, and it was un-
clear how soon that will happen. 
But for now, arguably the most 
polarizing name in North Ameri-
can professional sports is gone at 
a time of reckoning over racial in-
justice, iconography and racism 
in the U.S.

The move came less than two 
weeks after owner Dan Snyder, 
a boyhood fan of the team who 
once declared he would never 
get rid of the name, launched a 
“thorough review” amid pressu-
re from sponsors. FedEx, Nike, 
Pepsi and Bank of America all li-
ned up against the name, which 
was given to the franchise in 1933 
when the team was still based in 
Boston.

The team said it is “retiring” the 
name and logo and that Snyder 
and coach Ron Rivera are working 
closely to develop a new moniker 
and design. The announcement 
came on the old letterhead with 
the Redskins name because the 
team technically retains it until a 
new one is chosen and approved.

Native American advocates 
and experts have long criticized 
the name they call a “dictionary-
-defined racial slur.” Over a dozen 
Native leaders and organizations 
wrote to NFL Commissioner Ro-
ger Goodell last week demanding 
an immediate end to Washing-
ton’s use of the name. Goodell, 
who has fielded questions on the 
topic for years, said he supported 
the review.

Protests against the name 
predate Snyder buying the team 
in 1999, and, until now, he had 
shown no willingness to consi-

der a change. Strong words from 
sponsors — including a company 
run by a minority stakeholder of 
the team — changed the equa-
tion.

FedEx earlier this month be-
came the first sponsor to annou-
nce it had asked the organization 
to change the name, particularly 
important because CEO Frederi-
ck Smith owns part of the team. 
FedEx paid $205 million for the 
long-term naming rights to the 
team’s stadium in Landover, 
Maryland.

The lease at FedEx Field ex-
pires in 2027, and dropping the 
name keeps open various possi-
bilities in Maryland, Virginia and 
Washington for the team’s new 
stadium and headquarters. Dis-
trict of Columbia Mayor Muriel 
Bowser has said the name was an 
“obstacle” to Snyder building on 
the old RFK Stadium site, which is 

believed to be his preference.
The team recently started cut-

ting ties with racist founder Geor-
ge Preston Marshall, removing his 
name from the Ring of Fame and 
renaming the lower bowl at Fe-
dEx Field for the team’s first Black 
player, late Hall of Famer Bobby 
Mitchell. Marshall, who renamed 
the Boston Braves the Redskins in 
1933 and moved the team to D.C. 
four years later, was a segregatio-
nist and the last NFL owner to in-
tegrate his team. The current logo 
shows the profile of a red-faced 
Native American with feathers in 
his hair.

Major League Baseball’s Atlan-
ta Braves and the National Hockey 
League’s Chicago Blackhawks 
have said they have no inclina-
tion to change their names. Some 
advocates would like to see all 
Native American names, mascots 
and imagery out of sports.

Long removed from the glo-
ry days of winning Super Bowl 
titles in the 1982, 1987 and 1991 
seasons under coach Joe Gibbs, 
Washington’s NFL team has just 
five playoff appearances in 21 
years and no postseason victories 
since 2005. The team has lacked a 
nationally marketable player sin-
ce Robert Griffin III’s short-lived 
stardom, and the 2020 schedule 
features zero prime-time games 
for a franchise that used to be a 
draw.

Re-branding with a new name 
and logo — and perhaps the 
same burgundy and gold colors 
— coupled with turning football 
operations over to Rivera could 
be a boon for Snyder on and off 
the field. Even if a segment of the 
fan base opposes the change in 
the name of tradition, winning 
would more than make up for 
those losses. AP

Washington’s NFL team drops 
‘Redskins’ name after 87 years

Washington Redskins quarterback 
Dwayne Haskins works out prior to 

an NFL football game
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Hong Kong increases social 
distancing measures

Hong Kong has banned public gatherings of more than 
four and required face coverings on public transport as 
the city battles an increase in COVID-19 cases.

Restaurants won’t be allowed to offer dine-in services 
from 6 p.m. to 5 a.m., while fitness centers and beauty sa-
lons will be closed for 7 days. The measures take effect 
July 15.

The city will also increase testing to identify asympto-

matic patients who are infected.
Hong Kong’s leader Carrie Lam, who announced the 

measures yesterday, also urged the private sector to put in 
place work-from-home arrangements for employees.

Yesterday, 41 out of 52 coronavirus infections reported in 
Hong Kong were locally-transmitted cases.

Since July 6, Hong Kong has reported 250 new cases, with 
the tally being the highest since March.

OPINION
Our Desk
Lynzy Valles

Australia’s worst-hit 
Victoria state recorded 
fewer coronavirus cases, 
but a health official has 
warned the disease 
spread might yet worsen. 
The 177 new cases were 
substantially down from 
273 cases on Sunday and 
a record 288 on Friday. 
Victoria’s Chief Health 
Officer Brett Sutton said 
it was too early to say 
whether the lower count 
meant the spread was 
being contained. “It’s 
great it’s lower than our 
peak. But it may not be 
our peak yet,” Sutton 
said. 

South Korea reported 
62 new cases, most of 
them tied to international 
arrivals. At least 43 of the 
new cases were imported 
by travelers. South 
Korea yesterday began 
requiring foreign nationals 
arriving from Bangladesh, 
Pakistan, Kazakhstan, 
and Kyrgyzstan to provide 
health certificates 
proving they had tested 
negative for COVID-19 
amid widening outbreaks 
in Southern and Central 
Asia.

Japan Recent confirmed 
cases of COVID-19 at 
U.S. military bases on 
Japan’s Okinawa have 
grown to more than 90. 
Okinawa prefectural 
officials said that 32 more 
cases were confirmed 
yesterday at the Marine 
Corps Air Station 
Futenma, bringing the 
recent total to 95 across 
the installation and three 
other bases. Most of 
the cases are at the air 
station.

Poland President Andrzej 
Duda, a conservative 
who ran a campaign 
with homophobic and 
anti-Semitic overtones, 
narrowly won a second 
five-year term in a bitterly 
fought runoff election, 
defeating the liberal 
Warsaw mayor, according 
to a near-complete 
count of votes yesterday. 
Duda received 51.21% 
of Sunday’s vote with 
99.97% of the districts 
reporting, the state 
electoral commission 
said. His opponent, Rafal 
Trzaskowski, got 48.79%.
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The opportunities in 
#quaranfood

The outbreak of the global pandemic felt in Ma-
cau during the last weeks of January has brought 
forth several changes which many now consider 
the new normal. 

Covid-19 has driven life online, including mee-
tings, classes and even work.

The trend has always been there – to be produc-
tive via the web – but this time, that trend is much 
stronger. 

Many have used this opportunity to work in 
ways that they have never thought they would.

A significant number of employees have gone 
into a no work, no pay scheme as a result of the 
pandemic on the city’s economy, which led to a 
downturn for many businesses.

It was only recently that I noticed that on seve-
ral Facebook group pages, many are selling their 
food specialties – particularly homemade desser-
ts – something that was not really a trend before 
the pandemic.

Many have used their time wisely by learning 
new skills (particularly cooking skills) and then 
successfully selling the results online.

In a few particular Facebook groups – which 
generally cater to Filipinos in Macau – the posts 
becoming more recognized are food item posts.

Normally, these Facebook groups feature rooms 
vacant for rent – or should I say bed spaces for 
rent – or different products from Taobao that they 
would purchase and resell. 

Yet recently, many have been selling homemade 
food – particularly those not normally found in 
Filipino stores or restaurants. And though it may 
still be available in these stores, many prefer to 
buy them online due to the cheaper price, with 
some offering delivery if it is near their residences.

From homemade bread to traditional Filipino 
desert Halo-Halo, to Graham de Leche, and even 
deep fried pig knuckles – all of these all-time fa-
vorites of the community have been available on-
line.

And apparently, many are ordering from these 
sellers, as they just need to confirm the pick up/
delivery place and time.

“Hm?,” and “PM sent” are the most common 
comments one would see in the comment box of 
a post.

Really, these posts on a Facebook group are just 
filled with traditional Pinoy dishes that one who 
is far away from home could not resist.

But it does not end there.
Whatever food is becoming a trend back home 

has also arrived in the city.
Residents in the Philippines have used their 

time to follow whatever comfort foods were con-
sidered “quarantine food trends”, which includes 
the famous dalgona coffee.

One of what the country considers a #quaran-
food item is the popular sushi bake.

As described on the web, Sushi bakes are de-
constructed sushi rolls which have been baked 
in a casserole dish, with layers of vinegared sushi 
rice, crab sticks, salmon, and fish roe or tobiko. 
Sushi bake is eaten by scooping the aforementio-
ned bake into a sheet of nori seaweed.

Even that is being homemade in Macau and sold 
through online platforms among the community.

However, aside from the community purcha-
sing food items from the sellers, the main motive, 
I believe, that drives people to purchase from the 
platform is to help and financially support others.

Since many are on a no work, no pay scheme, 
those who are lucky enough to secure a stable job 
amid the pandemic are the ones strongly suppor-
ting these people by ordering from them and not 
from restaurants.

And I think that is a pretty good characteristic of 
the community. The way that the city has called for 
gaming operators to support SMEs, the communi-
ty has that initiative as well – it just isn’t as grand. 

HOLLYWOOD

Kelly Preston, actor 
and wife of John 
Travolta, dies at 57
KELLY Preston, who 

played dramatic and 
comic foil to actors ran-
ging from Tom Cruise in 
“Jerry Maguire” to Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger in 
“Twins,” died yesterday 
[Macau time], husband 
John Travolta said. She 
was 57.

Travolta said in an 
Instagram post that his 
wife of 28 years died 
after a two-year battle 
with breast cancer. 

“It is with a very heavy 
heart that I inform you 
that my beautiful wife 
Kelly has lost her two-
-year battle with breast 
cancer,” Travolta said. 
“She fought a coura-
geous fight with the love 
and support of so many.”

The couple had three 
children together.

“Shocked by this sad 
news,” Maria Shriver 
said on Twitter. “Kelly 
was such a bri-
ght loving soul, a 
talented actress, 
and a loving mom 
and wife. My heart 
breaks for her fa-
mily who have 
already known 
such sadness and 
grief.”

Preston had 
a lengthy acting 
career in movies 
and television, 
starring opposi-
te Kevin Costner 
in the 1999 film 
“For the Love of 
the Game.” In 2003, she 
starred in “What a Girl 
Wants” and as the mom 
in the live-action adap-
tation of “The Cat in the 
Hat.” The following year 
she appeared in the mu-
sic video for Maroon 5’s 
“She Will Be Loved.”

Russell Crowe twee-
ted that he met Pres-
ton “first in late ‘92 I 
think,” adding, “In 1995 
we auditioned toge-
ther for Breaking Up, 
Salma Hayek got that 
gig.” Crowe said he ha-
dn’t seen Preston much, 
“but when I did, she was 
always the same sparkly 
eyed gem.”

She occasionally 

appeared in films with 
her husband, as they did 
in the box-office bomb 
“Battlefield Earth” in 
2000.

Preston and Travolta 
were married at a mid-
night ceremony in Paris 

in 1991 while the couple 
were expecting their first 
son, Jett.

In January 2009, Jett 
Travolta, 16, died after 
a seizure at the family’s 
vacation home in the 
Bahamas. The death tou-
ched off a court case af-
ter an ambulance driver 
and his attorney were 
accused of trying to ex-
tort $25 million from the 
actors in exchange for 
not releasing sensitive 
information about their 
son’s death.

Travolta testified 
during a criminal trial 
that ended in a mis-
trial and was prepared 
to testify a second time, 

but decided to stop pur-
suing the case and it was 
dismissed. He cited the 
severe strain the procee-
dings and his son’s death 
had caused the family. 

Both Preston and Tra-
volta returned to acting, 

with Preston’s 
first role back 
in the Nicholas 
Sparks adapta-
tion, “The Last 
Song,” which 
starred Miley 
Cyrus and her 
future husband, 
Liam Hemswor-
th.

They had two 
other children, 
daughter Ella 
Bleu in 2000 and 
son Benjamin in 
2010. Ella wro-
te on Instagram 

Sunday: “I have never 
met anyone as coura-
geous, strong, beautiful 
and loving as you. Anyo-
ne who is lucky enough 
to have known you or to 
have ever been in your 
presence will agree that 
you have a glow and a 
light that never ceases 
to shine and that makes 
anyone around you feel 
instantly happy.”

Travolta and Preston 
met while filming 1988’s 
“The Experts.”

They last starred toge-
ther in the 2018 film “Go-
tti,” with Travolta playing 
John Gotti and Preston 
playing the crime boss’s 
wife, Victoria. AP

Kelly Preston and John Travolta attend the premiere of “Gotti” at the 
SVA Theatre in New York, in 2018

The couple last 
starred together 
in the 2018 film 

‘Gotti’, with 
Travolta playing 
John Gotti and 

Preston playing the 
crime boss’s wife, 

Victoria
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