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China said the number of 
people in treatment for 
COVID-19 in the country 
has fallen to just 297, with 
only three new cases of 
coronavirus reported, all 
brought from outside the 
country. No new deaths 
were announced, leaving the 
total at 4,634 out of 83,605 
cases of the disease. A pair 
of experts from the World 
Health Organization are in 
China for an investigation into 
how the pandemic may have 
spread after the virus was first 
detected in Wuhan last year.

India’s number of coronavirus 
cases jumped by another 
28,000 on Tuesday and are 
fast approaching 1 million. 
The 28,498 cases reported 
in the past 24 hours took the 
national total to 906,752. 
Cases have jumped by 
100,000 in four days. India has 
largely lifted its nationwide 
lockdown, and the virus 
has been spreading at a 
significant rate, prompting 
several big cities to impose 
partial lockdowns.

Thailand Authorities are 
urging nearly 1,900 people to 
quarantine themselves and 
get tested for the coronavirus 
after a breakdown in 
screening allowed two 
foreigners with the disease 
to pose a risk to public health. 
The agency coordinating 
Thailand’s coronavirus 
response also announced 
it is tightening regulations 
that had allowed the entry of 
some foreign visitors.

Australia’s Queensland 
state is toughening the 
punishment for those 
who break coronavirus 
quarantine rules. Queensland 
Deputy Premier Steven 
Miles said the current fines 
for breaking a mandatory 
14-day hotel quarantine for 
some visitors or lying about 
their whereabouts may not 
be a sufficient penalty. The 
maximum penalty will now 
be a higher fine or up to six 
months’ imprisonment. 
Queensland reopened its 
borders to all but Victoria 
state residents two weeks 
ago. 
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UNITED STATES REJECTS 
NEARLY ALL CHINESE CLAIMS 

IN SOUTH CHINA SEA

Foreign 
Macau ID 
holders 

excluded 
from Zhuhai 
quarantine 

waiver  P2
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VIRUS TEST BOOKING SYSTEM DISRUPTED AFTER ZHUHAI BORDER ANNOUNCEMENT
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Indonesian woman 
robbed, loses gold 
necklace
At around 8 p.m. on July 12, an Indonesian 
woman, who works as a domestic helper 
in Macau, was attacked by a man and 
found that her gold necklace was lost, 
the Judiciary Police disclosed. The victim 
reported that the necklace is worth 
HKD4,500. The owner of the necklace was 
walking along Estrada de Adolfo Loureiro 
with her friend, when she was suddenly 
attacked by a man. She helped her friend 
against the attacker but was beaten as well. 
The alleged attacker, for whom the police 
are still searching, left the scene after the 
attack. The Indonesian woman believes the 
necklace was taken by the man. She said 
that she did not know the man personally 
but remembered meeting him before.

Overstaying TNR charged 
with sexually harassing 
girl on street
A Filipino man has been charged with 
sexual harassment by the Public Security 
Police Force after he reportedly touched 
a female high school student’s bottom in 
Taipa at about 2 p.m. on July 11. During 
their investigations, the police discovered 
that the man had overstayed in Macau 
for seven years. As the 37-year-old man 
was accommodated by his 42-year-old 
girlfriend in a Taipa apartment, the girlfriend 
has also been arrested. The man’s indecent 
act was detected by the victim. He fled the 
scene but was later caught by the police in 
his neighborhood in Taipa.

Resort shuttle crashes 
against parking lot wall
A casino shuttle bus crashed into a wall at 
the exit of the heavy vehicle parking lot at 
the back of the Sewage Treatment Plant 
in Areia Preta at 1 p.m. on Monday. The 
driver, who is in his 50s, was not injured and 
passed the alcohol level test. Two pieces 
of concrete plates were detached from 
the wall. The driver declared it was due to 
carelessness that he crashed into the wall 
as he was driving out of the parking lot. The 
police are investigating the cause of the 
accident.

Macau, Zhuhai co-bust 
150m-yuan smuggle
In a recent joint operation, the Macau 
and Zhuhai customs have busted a major 
smuggling group and seized goods of 
above 25 tons. In addition, 21 people were 
arrested and 150 million yuan’s worth of 
goods were seized. The group used small 
boats which had no name, certification and 
registration to move electronic, cosmetics 
and other goods from Macau to Zhuhai. It 
took the Zhuhai Customs approximately 20 
days of observations before conducting an 
interception and a search of the boat. The 
authorities found out that two boats were 
used each time with one being a surrogate. 
The group even used a fishing net to 
conceal the secret cabinet, which was used 
to hide the goods.
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ANTHONY LAM 

MACAU residents who are 
not of Chinese nationality 

will not be able to enjoy the lif-
ting of quarantine requirement 
by Zhuhai for the time being, 
the Novel Coronavirus Respon-
se and Coordination Center cla-
rified yesterday.

Mainland authorities have 
temporarily suspended visas 
for foreigners. As per informa-
tion obtained by the Times, the 
mainland has canceled existing 
visas for foreign travelers.

“It implies that foreigners are 
virtually unable to enter main-
land China,” Dr Leong Iek Hou, 
coordinator at the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), pointed out.

She added that Macau ID 
holders should carefully choo-
se between the identification 
documents that they will use 
on their return to Macau, as fo-
reigners are banned presently 

from entering the city.
The Coronavirus Center 

also made clarifications when 
questioned about the quaranti-
ne requirement for Hong Kong 
or Taiwan residents currently 
staying in Guangdong Province.

The CDC coordinator poin-
ted out that if the concerned 
population wants to enter Ma-
cau as non-resident workers, 
they will not be allowed to do 
so, pursuant to the Executive 
Order 40/2020.

If they want to do so, they 
will need to undergo monitored 
quarantine at the designated lo-
cation in Zhuhai.

Hong Kong and Taiwan re-
sidents will not enjoy the new 
quarantine waiver when ente-
ring Zhuhai for the time being. 
In addition, the medical doctor 
stressed that the current qua-
rantine waiver only applies to 
Macau and Guangdong resi-
dents. 

As for the types of non-resi-

dent workers allowed to enter 
Macau, the Center pointed out 
that only Zhuhai residents, hol-
ders of the Zhuhai Residence 
Card and people who are certi-
fied by the Zhuhai government 
as regularly residing in Zhuhai 
may do so. Non-resident 
workers from other places are 
temporarily barred from ente-
ring Macau.

The Center reiterated that 
anybody from the Guangdong 
province will not be quaranti-
ned upon arrival in Macau, al-
though they will need to have 
a valid travel permit issued by 
related mainland authorities.

For the time being, Guang-
dong residents can only travel 
to Macau with permits other 
than the Individual Visitor 
Scheme (IVS), which was halted 
by the Central Government in 
the early phase of the Covid-19 
outbreak.

When Guangdong residents 
conclude their errands in Ma-

cau and return to their home 
cities, they will not face quaran-
tine.

The Coronavirus Center, 
however, stressed that at all 
border crossings, a negative Co-
vid-19 test result obtained wi-
thin the preceding seven days 
and the Green Health Code 
from Macau and Guangdong 
will be required.

Despite there being no upda-
te on the resumption of the IVS 
at yesterday’s press conference, 
the Coronavirus Center admi-
tted that the expansion of the 
Covid-19 test is a preparation 
for the future increase of border 
crossings from either direction.

“This new policy is crucial,” 
Dr Alvis Lo, medical director of 
the public Conde São Januário 
Hospital, declared. “If it won’t 
cause a [rapid rise] in infections 
or an obstruction to virus con-
tainment in Macau and Guang-
dong, I believe further recovery 
will be gradually rolled out.”

THE booking system 
for the Macau Co-

vid-19 nucleic acid test 
was down on Monday 
night, coincidentally 
right after the Zhuhai 
authorities announced 
the lifting of quaranti-
ne measures for arrivals 
from Macau.

The Novel Coronavi-
rus Response and Coor-
dination Center has so 
far not provided any ex-
planation as to whether 
it was caused by a sud-
den influx of applica-
tions or a system failure.

The Covid-19 nu-
cleic acid test has been 
a crucial step for Macau 
residents to obtain a 
quarantine waiver sta-
tus in order to travel to 
Zhuhai.

Despite the lifting 
of quarantine measu-

res for Macau residents 
from today, a negative 
Covid-19 nucleic test 
result is still required 
for people who want to 
cross the border.

Meanwhile, the Co-
ronavirus Center an-
nounced during a spe-
cial press conference 

yesterday that a new ve-
nue, very likely the Ma-
cau Forum, following 
preliminary evaluation, 
will be added as a site 
to conduct the nucleic 
acid test. This is in view 
of the fact that the num-
ber of people requiring 
the test will rise after 

quarantine measures 
have been lifted from 
both sides of the border.

On Monday night, 
the government issued 
an order stipulating 
that from today, all peo-
ple wanting to enter a 
casino will be required 
to present a negative 

Covid-19 nucleic acid 
test result along with 
their Green Macau 
Health Code.

With the order co-
ming in at the last mo-
ment, it was not initially 
clear whether casino 
staff were required to 
undergo the test. Yes-
terday, the Gaming 
Coordination and Ins-
pection Bureau (DICJ) 
stated that the order in-
cludes casino workers. 
It is in discussion with 
the Health Bureau to ar-
range exclusive tests for 
the group.

The DICJ will prio-
ritize tests for casino 
croupiers and securi-
ty guards. Staff will 
only need to take one 
test and the validity of 
the test will be indefi-
nite. AL

Virus test booking system disrupted 
after Zhuhai border announcement

Non-Chinese Macau ID 
holders excluded from 
Zhuhai quarantine waiver



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 15.07.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 3

B
LO

O
M

B
ER

G
B

LO
O

M
B

ER
G

LYNZY VALLES

G
AMING analysts ex-
pect that the lifting of 
quarantine measures 
announced this week 

will lead to a marginal rebound 
in the city’s gross gaming reve-
nue (GGR). This move is seen 
as a first step towards normali-
zation, as it offers a glimpse of 
hope that the Individual Visit 
Scheme (IVS) may soon resu-
me. 

Gaming analysts from dif-
ferent institutions have given 
different figures – from a 1% to 
25% recovery – in response to 
Zhuhai officially relaxing the 
14-day quarantine measures 
for those entering Guangdong 
province via Zhuhai.

The travel bubble – which 
excludes Hong Kong due to the 
increasing number of locally 
transmitted active Covid-19 
cases – has not mentioned any 
daily quota or limits on leisure 
travelers. Therefore, many have 
become optimistic that the city 
will see a return in visitation – 
anticipating that it would in-
crease during the Golden Week 
in October, which is a little over 
10 weeks away.

The easing of travel restric-
tions is seen to be credit posi-
tive for gaming companies as 
tourist arrivals from mainland 
China accounted for 70% of the 
overall arrivals in the city last 
year, as well as of gaming ope-
rators’ revenue.

However, many are waiting 
for the central government’s re-
sumption of IVS-issuance, whi-
ch will allow visitors to return 
in large numbers. Last year, 
Macau recorded a total of 39.4 
million visitors, 27.9 million 
of whom came from mainland 
China, with IVS travelers ac-
counting for 46.8% of the total 
mainland visitors.

Ben Lee, managing partner 
of IGamiX Management & Con-
sulting, said that all eyes are 
now on when the IVS permits 
will resume.

For Lee, it is still impossible 
to predict when that resump-
tion will occur, but “that would 
be the logical step for China to 
assist in the economic recovery 
in Macau. One would hope that 
it could be as early as next mon-
th.”

Citigroup Inc. expects that 
the Golden Week will be a po-
sitive driver for Macau visits, as 
there will be limited safe travel 
destination options for Chinese 
visitors at that time.

“We remain hopeful that this 
Golden Week will be more “Gol-

den” than usual for Macau if 
more non-Guangdong provin-
ces and Hong Kong are added 
to the bubble before the Gol-
den Week starts,” George Choi, 
a Hong Kong-based analyst at 
Citigroup Inc., wrote in a note 
after the government announ-
cement.

For Lee, the month of Oc-
tober could be a highlight in 
an otherwise dismal year, as-
suming that there will be no 
further wave of Covid-19 before 
the Golden Week.

“We need that spark to rein-
vigorate investors’ confidence 
in that sector as well as to boost 
our local economy across the 
board,” Lee told the Times.

The positive news of qua-
rantine waivers has prompted 
many gaming experts to predict 
the effect of the borders reope-
ning on the city’s gaming reve-
nues.

For Andrew Scott, vice chair-
man and CEO of Inside Asian 
Gaming, the initial estimate of 
the effect of the lifting of the 
quarantine measures is that the 

revenue might increase from 
the current 1% of normal levels 
to around 20% of normal levels. 

Scott recalled that, prior to 
the quarantine measures, gross 
gaming was around 30% of nor-
mal levels.

“Last night’s announcement 
will have a huge effect on in-
creasing revenue. […] It is very 
good to see things moving in 
the right direction, especially 
after the recent period of frus-
tration we’ve had. Many people 
felt we were long overdue for 
the quarantine measures to be 
lifted,” said Scott.

For the gaming expert, last 
night’s decision by the authori-
ties was an “official start of the 
recovery.”

“Yes, this is a step towards 
[the] normalization of the city. 
Just a step, but a very important 
one,” said Scott.

However, the gaming expert 
noted that he would not be so 
“presumptuous” as to give any 
timeline for the recovery. “It is 
too early for that, and others 
who have attempted to com-

ment on a timeline have lived 
to regret their attempts,” he 
said.

June’s GGR declined by 97% 
year-on-year to just 716 million 
patacas.

Since February, when the 
impact of the coronavirus was 
beginning to be felt in Macau, 
revenue has tracked at near-ze-
ro levels.

If IVS is reinstated soon, Sco-
tt estimates that GGR could re-
turn to around 50% to 60% of 
normal levels. 

Meanwhile, analysts at broke-
rage Sanford C. Bernstein Ltd 
are still expecting some restric-
tive hurdles to take place despi-
te the new relaxation measure. 
“Individuals coming to Macau 
from outside of Guangdong 
would face difficulties in travel 
as they would likely need to stay 
in Guangdong for two weeks 
prior to travelling home, which 
will severely restrict visitation,” 
said analysts Vitaly Umansky, 
Tianjiao Yu and Kelsey Zhu.

For the analysts, the city cou-
ld jump to 70% of pre-Covid le-

vels if the IVS was reinstated.
JP Morgan’s DS Kim, Derek 

Choi and Jeremy An expect an 
improvement of between 20% 
and 25% of 2019 levels, or 150 
million patacas to 200 million 
patacas per day, in the coming 
month.

The figure is expected to “be 
a litmus test for the size of pent- 
up demand, helping to set a ba-
se-line for 2021 recovery.”

“Once the Macau-Guang-
dong travel bubble is proven 
successful (such as no hike in 
Covid-19 for a few weeks), we 
believe China’s government 
could further open up the bor-
der to non-Guangdong in pha-
ses, along with the resumption 
of visas,” the analysts said.

Credit Suisse analysts Ken-
neth Fong, Lok Kan Chan and 
Rebecca Law expect the re-
covery to reach 15% to 25% of 
pre-Covid-19 levels, with only 
Guangdong opening. 

Despite the positive predic-
tions, however, many worry 
that the economic growth of 
the city will remain subdued, 
as the world economy has been 
dramatically affected by Co-
vid-19.

“Even if there is no disease 
and no travel restrictions, we 
still have a vastly weakened 
economy. This will lead to a re-
duction in Macau GGR. It may 
take several years for us to re-
turn to 2019 levels,” Scott said.

The statement is in line with 
Moody’s Investors Service’s 
Sean Hwang, AVP-Analyst of 
the institution’s Corporate Fi-
nance Group, who expects that 
the lifting of the quarantine 
measures will help reduce ga-
ming operators’ cash burn.

“However, we expect the re-
covery in Macau SAR’s gaming 
market to be slow, given conti-
nued restrictions and new re-
quirements for travel, sluggish 
economic growth across the re-
gion, and the public’s lingering 
fear of contagion,” said Hwang.

Analysts say quarantine waiver can only do 
so much for gaming without IVS return
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MACAU had 7,264 fewer 
non-resident workers 

(TNRs) at the end of May 
than at the end of last year, 
when there were some 189,000 
working in the territory, Wong 
Chi Hung, director of the La-
bour Affairs Bureau (DSAL), 
said in a reply to an inquiry by 
lawmaker Lei Chan U.

The fall is strongest in the 
hotel and catering indus-
try, which saw 2,667 fewer 
workers. The construction in-
dustry has the second highest 

TOURIST prices dropped 
markedly in the second 

quarter of 2020 in response to 
collapsing market demand. 

According to the official 
data, the Tourist Price Index for 
the second quarter dropped by 
4.97% year-on-year to 121.70, 
with the decrease mainly attri-
buted to lower hotel room rates 
and falling prices of clothing. At 
the same time, dearer prices for 
jewelry and higher airfares off-
set part of the decrease.

In comparison with the pre-

fall, with 2,432 fewer people 
than at the end of 2019.

The lawmaker also asked 
whether the bureau will im-
plement a stricter TNR “exit 
strategy” if the employment 
market continues to deterio-
rate and Macau residents con-
tinue losing their jobs.

In response, the bureau di-
rector noted that in the pro-
cess of reviewing TNR appli-
cations, the bureau conducts 
“dynamic assessment” on the 
needs of such workers.

vious quarter, the Tourist Price 
Index dropped by 10.83%, on 
account of a substantial de-
crease in hotel room rates amid 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The Tourist Price Index re-
flects the price change of goods 
and services purchased by visi-
tors. 

Visitor arrivals have been at 
near-zero levels since the main-
land suspended group tour vi-
sas and Individual Visit Scheme 
permits for its own residents in 
late January. DB

The bureau will also deter-
mine industries or positions 
that have greater appeal to 
local jobseekers and will im-
prove the chance of them get-
ting a job, complementing the 
TNR Exit Strategy.

When companies need to 
dismiss employees, the law 
states that non-local workers 
should be the first to go. Wong 
assured that the government 
will continue monitoring the 
condition of companies abi-
ding by TNR-related laws. AL

7,000 fewer foreign workers 
this May than in December

Tourist prices drop 
markedly in second 
quarter

TOURISM

Macau highlighted as destination 
partner in Dream to Travel Festival
THE Macau Special Adminis-

tration Region is being fea-
tured as a destination partner 
in the final week of the Dream 
to Travel Festival, a virtual 
event launched by the Pacific 
Asia Travel Association (PATA). 

Representing the SAR, Ma-
cao Government Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO) Director Maria 
Helena de Senna Fernandes 
joined an online forum yester-
day for a discussion on the tou-
rism sector themed “Infinite 
Possibilities”.

During the forum, Senna 
Fernandes joined BBC presen-
ter Carmen Roberts for a dis-
cussion about Macau’s tourism 
recovery plan in the wake of the 
pandemic. The tourism board 
chief then connected with 
the CEO of PATA, Mario Har-
dy, and General Manager for 
Hong Kong and Macau of Visa, 
Maaike Steinebach, to discuss 
other challenges and opportu-
nities awaiting the travel trade. 

According to the Organi-
zation for Economic Co-ope-
ration and Development, the 
Covid-19 pandemic “has trig-
gered an unprecedented crisis 
in the tourism economy, given 
the immediate and immense 
shock to the sector.” That effect 

is particularly pronounced for 
Macau, as it was the country or 
territory with the highest eco-
nomic dependence on tourism 
in 2018.

To provide a digital platform 
for members of the travel trade 
community to continue dis-

cussing tourism-related issues, 
PATA launched the Dream to 
Travel Festival spanning four 
weeks from June 22 to July 17. 
Each week’s program of the 
Festival is dedicated to a spe-
cific theme – Trust, Courage, 
Wellbeing and Infinite Possi-
bilities – and to one of the four 
featured destinations inclu-
ding Thailand, Malaysia, Nepal 
and Macau. 

The event program com-
prises three major highlights 
including Dream to Travel Fo-
rums, Live Experiences and the 
Digital Showroom, enabling 
participants to gain new in-
sights into tourism prospects 
and the latest updates on the 
destinations’ tourism resour-
ces and products.

Through the Digital 
Showroom, PATA seeks to pro-
vide the travel trade with ne-
tworking opportunities. The 
MGTO invited several local ho-
tels and travel agencies to bui-

ld their profiles in the Digital 
Showroom to showcase their 
and services via multimedia 
tools. The Digital Showroom 
is also equipped with a messa-
ging system that enables dis-
cussion among industry parti-
cipants from near and afar for 
collaboration and partnership.

As for the Live Experiences, 
the MGTO said it is presenting 
three sessions themed as “Cul-
tural Macao”, “Eat around Ma-
cao” and “Adventure Macao” to 
showcase the unique charm of 
the Historic Centre of Macao as 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
he diverse culinary culture of 
Macao as a UNESCO Creative 
City of Gastronomy, as well as 
the interactive art space “team-
Lab SuperNature” and the ad-
ventures at Macau Tower.

Founded in 1951, PATA is 
a nonprofit association dedi-
cated to fostering sustainable 
tourism across the Asia Pacific 
region.  DB
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RENATO MARQUES

WHEN Arianna U’s travels 
around the globe drew to a 

close in January, the young Macau 
resident thought she would visit 
some family members in the Uni-
ted States of America for the Lunar 
New Year before heading back to 
Macau. 

That was in the very early days 
of the coronavirus pandemic, 
when Macau was recording its 
first few infections. Fearing the Co-
vid-19 outbreak in China, as well 
as its spread to Hong Kong and 
Macau, U decided to postpone her 
plans to return home.

 Instead, she flew by plane to 
Norway’s capital Oslo, hoping to 
visit friends and search for job 
opportunities, while waiting to re-
turn to Macau when the situation 
improved. Unfortunately, this did 
not transpire. Due to the outbreak 
spreading worldwide, U soon reali-
zed that her stay in Norway would 
be much longer than what she had 
originally expected.

“At the time I left, the U.S. was 
already having this outbreak,” U 
told the Times in a phone inter-
view yesterday. “Norway closed its 
borders just a few days after I en-
tered the country,” meaning that 
she had no other choice but to stay 
until conditions improved.

With the lockdown in Norway 
spanning from mid-March to mid-
-April, the job market also suffered 
and U’s attempts to find work were 
put on hold. Instead she dedicated 
time to getting to know more of the 
local culture and walking in nature.

Having been stranded in the 
Scandinavian country for several 
months, U could not help but re-
flect on one of the most striking 
aspects of the Covid-19 situation: 
how different countries and re-
gions have adopted very different 
approaches to containing the virus 
outbreak. 

“Since late April there was not 
a big sense of Covid-19 being a big 
problem in Norway - even in the 
capital city where most of the cases 
were reported,” she said, drawing 
contrasts with the seriousness of 
Macau and China. 

“Even during that [outbreak] 
period, people were often seen 
out like nothing was happening. 
They continued to go to the parks, 
barbecue, hiking, and camping. 
Everything felt normal,” said U. “I 

also took the time to enjoy nature, 
although I avoided gatherings with 
a lot of people.” 

U said that Norway was a good 
place to be during the peak of the 
Covid-19 outbreak because the 
country’s policies were the same 
for both nationals and foreigners.

“As a foreigner, if I get [infected] 
with coronavirus, the government 
will treat me in the same way as 
their own citizens,” she explained. 
“You don’t need to worry about 
anything regarding medical fees 
and other [issues] that are a con-
cern in many other countries.” 

The same applied to her visa, 
which expired after about 45 days 
in Norway. The government wai-
ved the renewal fee and granted 
an automatic extension of all visas 
until people found a way to leave 
the country and return to their ho-
mes.

FINALLY, BACK IN MACAU
“I finally managed to get out of 

Norway when the Macau gover-
nment announced the arrange-
ments for the special ferry [from 
Hong Kong International Airport 
to Macau],” U told the Times, ad-
ding that it had not been possible 
earlier because “it was required 

to have a Covid-19 negative test 
proof to board the plane, which in 
Norway is impossible to get since 
there is no way for you to request 
to be tested if you don’t have severe 
symptoms [of the disease].”

With the new arrangements, U 
boarded a plane that took her to 
Hong Kong, before crossing to Ma-
cau this month. That’s where the 
reverse culture shock started.

Having spent most of the pan-
demic in Norway, where masks are 
seldom used, U wore a facemask 
on the flight for the time since the 
coronavirus outbreak began.

“In Norway, the use of masks 
is not generalized and except for 
elderly [people] and people that 
have medical conditions, most 
people do not wear facemasks be-
cause they can’t buy them. They 
were not for sale anywhere in the 
beginning, and they only beca-
me available later. During March, 
April, and May, it was almost im-
possible to get a mask.”

Social distancing measures 
were also not as strict as U thought 
they would be during the flight.

“I thought that the plane wou-
ld be very empty and that people 
would be seated very far apart from 
each other, but that didn’t happen. 

I had a person right next to me, just 
with one vacant seat between us. It 
was a pretty normal flight.”

Then, after landing in Hong 
Kong and crossing to Macau, U 
said she was “shocked” to see the 
apparatus used by the local health 
authorities.

“There were so many medical 
staff there on standby and they 
were super-prepared, all dressed 
[in PPE] from head to toe, all in 
white. That image was a little bit 
scary to find at 2 a.m. and they han-
dled everyone like if they really had 
something super-dangerous, so I 
was a little bit nervous,” she said. “I 
knew it was strict [in Macau] but I 
didn’t know that it was that strict.” 

PERSONAL DATA EXPOSED
U said that she was also very 

concerned with the results of the 
nucleic acid test, not because a po-
sitive result would indicate infec-
tion and she might have to under-
go medical treatment, but because 
of the way the local authorities 
handled the disclosure of personal 
data of those that tested positive.

“If I tested positive, what was 
waiting ahead? Your information 
[personal data] will be exposed. 
And I think I was more scared of 

that part rather than the virus,” re-
called U. 

“We saw in the previous cases 
that information such as your age, 
where you have been and the rea-
son you have returned - and so-
metimes even your profession and 
information on your family - was 
disclosed.”

In U’s opinion, the Macau au-
thorities disclose “too much pri-
vate information,” which is some-
times unrelated to the case or that 
does not contribute in any way to 
alerting others or preventing con-
tagion.

“I can understand when they 
disclose a person’s recent whe-
reabouts,” she said, “but what is 
the purpose of disclosing perso-
nal information such as age and 
family name and sometimes the 
company you work for? Macau is 
a small community and people 
around you immediately know 
who that person is. […] It’s adding 
unnecessary pressure to this per-
son.”

According to U, in Norway, the 
authorities only provide big pic-
ture statistics, informing on the 
number of cases and the percenta-
ge of the population infected in a 
certain age range.

Stories from quarantine:  
An adventure in Scandinavia

Arianna U pictured in Norway
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The announcement 
means the US 

administration is  
in effect siding  

with Brunei, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, 

the Philippines  
and Vietnam

CHINA’S trade improved 
in June in a fresh sign 

the world’s second-largest 
economy is recovering 
from the coronavirus pan-
demic. But its exporters 
face threats including ten-
sion with Washington and 
a possible downturn in U.S. 
and European demand.

Chinese imports rose 
3% over a year earlier to 
$167.2 billion, rebounding 
from May’s 3.3% decline, 
customs data showed yes-
terday. Exports edged up 
0.4% to $213.6 billion, an 
improvement over the pre-
vious month’s 16.7% con-
traction.

Imports of U.S. goods 
surged 10.6% to $10.4 
billion despite tariff hikes 
in a fight with Washington 
over trade and technolo-
gy. Exports to the United 
States gained 1% to $39.8 
billion.

China, where the pan-
demic began in December, 
was the first economy to 
start the struggle to revive 
normal business activity in 
March after declaring the 
virus under control. Ma-
nufacturing is recovering, 
but consumer spending is 
weak. Forecasters say ex-
ports are likely to slump 
as demand for masks and 
other medical supplies 
recedes and U.S. and Eu-
ropean retailers cancel or-
ders.

Leading indicators “su-
ggest that exports will start 
to contract again before 
long,” Martin Rasmussen 
of Capital Economics said 
in a report.

Relations with the Uni-
ted States, China’s biggest 
national export market, 
have deteriorated to their 
lowest level in decades.

Disputes over Hong 
Kong, human rights and 
the South China Sea added 
to strains that began with a 
tariff war launched by the 
Trump administration in 
2018 over Beijing’s techno-
logy ambitions and trade 
surplus.

The two sides have an-
nounced sanctions on 
some prominent Chinese 
and U.S. political figures 
in a dispute over abuses in 
the northwestern region of 
Xinjiang, though it is un-

clear whether those offi-
cials will be affected.

President Donald 
Trump said Friday that 
work on the second stage 
of a deal aimed at ending 
the tariff war is a low prio-
rity because relations were 
“severely damaged” by Bei-
jing’s handling of the pan-
demic.

The two sides signed a 
“phase one” agreement in 
January to postpone fur-
ther penalties but tariff 
increases already imposed 
stayed in place. 

China’s June imports 
were boosted by a 74% in-
crease in purchases of U.S. 
soybeans under a pledge 
by Beijing in that January 
agreement to narrow its 
trade surplus with the 
United States by impor-
ting more food and other 
goods.

“China’s imports from 
the U.S. will likely remain 
elevated in the second half 
of this year,” said Nomura 
economists in a report.

Imports of U.S.-made 
semiconductors acce-
lerated to 18.6% growth 
over a year earlier, which 
Citigroup economists su-
ggested might have been 
motivated by concern U.S. 
export sanctions impo-
sed on Chinese tech giant 
Huawei Technologies Ltd. 
will be fully enforced once 
a temporary postpone-
ment ends.

Imports “should con-
tinue to ramp-up” as the 
government spends more 
to support economic re-
covery and consumer de-
mand, Rasmussen said.

China’s global trade 
surplus narrowed to $46.4 
billion from May’s $62.9 
billion. 

The Chinese economy 
shrank by 6.8% in the first 
quarter, its worst perfor-
mance since at least the 
mid-1960s. The ruling par-
ty skipped announcing an 
annual economic growth 
target, but private sector 
forecasts range from low 
single digits to a small con-
traction.

Some forecasters raised 
their outlook slightly after 
factory activity in May im-
proved more than expec-
ted. AP

China’s trade 
rises as economy 
recovers from 
virus slump

MATTHEW LEE & LOLITA C. 
BALDOR, WASHINGTON

T
HE Trump administration 
escalated its actions against 
China by stepping squarely 
into one of the most sensiti-

ve regional issues dividing them and 
rejecting outright nearly all of Bei-
jing’s significant maritime claims in 
the South China Sea.

The administration presented 
the decision as an attempt to curb 
China’s increasing assertiveness in 
the region with a commitment to 
recognizing international law. But it 
will almost certainly have the more 
immediate effect of further infuria-
ting the Chinese, who are already 
retaliating against numerous U.S. 
sanctions and other penalties on 
other matters.

It also comes as President Donald 
Trump has come under growing 
fire for his response to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, stepped up 
criticism of China ahead of the 
2020 election and sought to 
paint his expected Democratic 
challenger, former Vice President 
Joe Biden, as weak on China.

Previously, U.S. policy had been 
to insist that maritime disputes 
between China and its smaller 
neighbors be resolved peacefully 
through U.N.-backed arbitration. 
But in a statement released yes-
terday [Macau time], Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo said the U.S. 
now regards virtually all Chinese 
maritime claims outside its interna-
tionally recognized waters to be ille-
gitimate. The shift does not involve 
disputes over land features that are 
above sea level, which are considered 
to be “territorial” in nature. 

“The world will not allow Bei-

jing to treat the South China Sea 
as its maritime empire,” Pompeo 
said. “America stands with our Sou-
theast Asian allies and partners in 
protecting their sovereign rights to 
offshore resources, consistent with 
their rights and obligations under 
international law. We stand with the 
international community in defen-
se of freedom of the seas and res-
pect for sovereignty and reject any 
push to impose ‘might makes right’ 
in the South China Sea or the wider 
region.” 

Although the U.S. will continue 
to remain neutral in territorial dis-
putes, the announcement means 
the administration is in effect siding 
with Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
the Philippines and Vietnam, all of 
which oppose Chinese assertions 

of sovereignty over maritime areas 
surrounding contested islands, ree-
fs and shoals. 

“There are clear cases where 
(China) is claiming sovereignty over 
areas that no country can lawfully 
claim,” the State Department said 
in a fact sheet that accompanied the 
statement.

In a statement yesterday from its 
embassy in Washington, China accu-
sed the State Department of “delibe-
rately distorting the facts and inter-
national law.” It added that the U.S. 

“exaggerates the situation in the 
region and attempts to sow dis-
cord between China and other lit-
toral countries. The accusation is 
completely unjustified. The Chi-
nese side is firmly opposed to it.”

China also accused the U.S. of 
interfering in disputes in which 
it was not directly involved and 
“throwing its weight around in 
every sea of the world.”

“We advise the US side to ear-
nestly honor its commitment of 
not taking sides on the issue of 
territorial sovereignty, respect 
regional countries’ efforts for a 
peaceful and stable South China 

Sea and stop its attempts to disrupt 
and sabotage regional peace and 
stability,” the embassy statement 
said.

The U.S. announcement came a 
day after the fourth anniversary of 
a binding decision by an arbitra-

US rejects nearly all Chinese 
claims in South China Sea

In this photo provided by U.S. Navy, the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) and USS Nimitz (CVN 68) Carrier Strike Groups steam in formation, in the South China Sea earlier this month
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MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO

CHINA is pushing harder 
to make territorial claims 

in the regional seas and even 
using the coronavirus pande-
mic to expand its influence 
and take strategic superiority, 
posing a greater threat to Japan 
and the region, Japan’s govern-
ment said.

The report highlighting the 
government’s defense prio-
rities was adopted by Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe’s Cabinet 
yesterday, less than a day af-
ter the Trump administration 
rejected outright nearly all of 
Beijing’s significant maritime 
claims in the South China Sea 
in a statement likely to deepen 
the U.S.-China rift.

The Abe government’s De-
fense White Paper 2020 highli-
ghts what are potential Chinese 
and North Korean threats as Ja-
pan tries to further increase its 
defense capability. Under Abe, 
Japan has steadily increased its 
defense budget and capability 
and purchased costly Ameri-
can arsenals.

Defense Minister Taro Kono 
recently scrapped the deploy-
ment of a pair of costly U.S. lan-
d-based missile intercepting 
systems due to technical issues, 
and Abe quickly announced 
his intention to revise Japan’s 
defense guidelines, possibly 
allowing Japan to go beyond its 
conventional defense-only role 
under the Japan-U.S. security 
alliance, including discussing 
a possibility of acquiring a 
preemptive strike capability.

The White Paper accused 
China of using propaganda, 
including spreading disinfor-
mation, about the spread of the 
coronavirus.

“The COVID-19 pandemic 
may expose and intensify 

strategic competition among 
countries intending to crea-
te international and regio-
nal orders more preferable 
to themselves and to expand 
their influence,” the report 
said. “We need to closely wa-
tch their move with serious 
concern affecting the natio-
nal security.”

As evidence, a Japanese De-
fense Ministry official noted 
that a Chinese Foreign Ministry 
official had posted on Twitter 
in March an accusation that 
the U.S. military had spread 
the coronavirus in Wuhan 
and that Chinese media have 
touted herbal medicine as ef-
fective COVID-19 treatments. 
He spoke on the condition of 
anonymity, citing department 
rules.

The annual report said Chi-
na has “relentlessly” pushed to 
“change the status quo” in the 
Asian seas, including sending 
3,000-ton class government 
vessels into Japanese waters 
around Japan-controlled dis-
puted East China Sea islands 
called Senkaku in Japanese. 
Beijing also claim the islands 
and call them Diaoyu. 

China is also pursuing its 
unilateral attempt in the South 
China Sea even more aggres-
sively and even expanding its 
area of activity into more dis-
tant seas, a concern shared by 
the international community, 
the report said. The South Chi-
na Sea problem “directly affects 
peace and stability in the Indo-
-Pacific region.”

“As China now boasts its ca-
pability and makes attempts to 
unilaterally change the status 
quo in many places, we must 
closely grasp what China’s in-
tentions are,” Kono told a news 
conference. 

Chinese foreign ministry 

spokesperson Zhao Lijian said 
that Japan’s defense paper is 
full of prejudice and false infor-
mation against China, and that 
it tried its best to hype the so-
-called “China threat.” 

“China has always firmly 
maintained its sovereignty, se-
curity and development inte-
rests. All attack or discredit on 
China are futile,” Zhao said. He 
urged Japan to stop deliberate-
ly intensifying tensions and get 
along with China.

The report also cited North 
Korea’s continued develop-
ment of its nuclear and other 
weapons programs.

The North is “relentlessly 
pursuing increasingly complex 
and diverse modes of attack 
and is steadily strengthening 
and improving its attack capa-
bilities,” the report said. It said 
North Korea since May 2019 
has launched three types of 
new short-range ballistic mis-
siles that use solid fuel and fly 
at lower altitudes than their 
conventional missiles that can 
breach Japanese missile defen-
se system.

As Japan’s relations with 
South Korea have plunged to 
their lowest levels recently over 
wartime history, export control 
and territorial issues, the report 
prompted Seoul to protest Ja-
pan’s claims over a set of small 
South Korea-controlled islets 
between the countries. The re-
port mentions the islands as 
part of Japanese territories that 
remain unresolved.

Foreign ministry spokesman 
Kim In-chul issued a statement 
urging Tokyo to “immediately” 
remove such claims from the 
report, saying that the islets 
called Dokdo in the Koreas and 
Takeshima in Japan are South 
Korean territory by internatio-
nal law. AP

Japan says coronavirus adds 
to security threat by Beijing

tion panel in favor of the Philippi-
nes that rejected China’s maritime 
claims around the Spratly Islands 
and neighboring reefs and shoals. 

China has refused to recognize 
that decision, which it has dismis-
sed as a “sham,” and refused to 
participate in the arbitration pro-
ceedings. It has continued to defy 
the decision with aggressive actions 
that have brought it into territorial 
spats with Vietnam, the Philippines 
and Malaysia in recent years.

However, as a result, the adminis-
tration says China has no valid ma-
ritime claims to the fish- and poten-
tially energy-rich Scarborough Reef, 
Mischief Reef or Second Thomas 
Shoal. The U.S. has repeatedly said 
that areas regarded to be part of the 
Philippines are covered by a U.S.-
-Philippines mutual defense treaty 
in the event of an attack on them.

In addition to reiterating support 
for that decision, Pompeo said Chi-
na cannot legally claim the James 
Shoal near Malaysia, waters surrou-
nding the Vanguard Bank off Viet-
nam, the Luconia Shoals near Bru-
nei and Natuna Besar off Indonesia. 
As such, it says the U.S. will regard 
any Chinese harassment of fishing 
vessels or oil exploration in those 
areas as unlawful.

The announcement came amid 
heightened tensions between the 
U.S. and China over numerous is-
sues, including the coronavirus 

pandemic, human rights, Chine-
se policy in Hong Kong and Tibet 
and trade, that have sent relations 
plummeting in recent months.

But the practical impact wasn’t 
immediately clear. The U.S. is not a 
party of the U.N. Law of the Sea trea-
ty that sets out a mechanism for the 
resolution of disputes. Despite that, 
the State Department noted that Chi-
na and its neighbors, including the 
Philippines, are parties to the treaty 
and should respect the decision.

China has sought to shore up its 
claim to the sea by building mili-
tary bases on coral atolls, leading 
the U.S. to sail its warships through 
the region in what it calls freedom 
of operation missions. The United 
States has no claims itself to the wa-
ters but has deployed warships and 
aircraft for decades to patrol and 
promote freedom of navigation and 
overflight in the busy waterway.

Last week, China angrily com-
plained about the U.S. flexing its 
military muscle in the South China 
Sea by conducting joint exercises 
with two U.S. aircraft carrier groups 
in the strategic waterway. The Navy 
said the USS Nimitz and the USS 
Ronald Reagan, along with their 
accompanying vessels and aircraft, 
conducted exercises “designed to 
maximize air defense capabilities, 
and extend the reach of long-ran-
ge precision maritime strikes from 
carrier-based aircraft in a rapidly 
evolving area of operations.”

China claims almost all of the 
South China Sea and routinely ob-
jects to any action by the U.S. mili-
tary in the region. Five other gover-
nments claim all or part of the sea, 
through which approximately $5 
trillion in goods are shipped every 
year. AP

US rejects nearly all Chinese 
claims in South China Sea

In this photo provided by U.S. Navy, the USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) and USS Nimitz (CVN 68) Carrier Strike Groups steam in formation, in the South China Sea earlier this month

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
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Two men caught on camera for dangerous driving 
have escaped prosecution in a landmark case

Judge Peter Crawford ruled that the police le-
tter sent to motorists caught on speed cameras 
required them to incriminate themselves and was 
therefore in breach of their human rights under Eu-
ropean law.

In a hearing at Birmingham Crown Court he dis-
missed the charges under Article Six of the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights which becomes 
law in England and Wales later this year.

This is the first time that a judgement like this has 
been made in England or Wales and it is expected 
to cause confusion for many drivers.

Spokesperson for the RAC, Frank Delancy said: “It 
has brought a great deal of uncertainty and it really 
needs to be cleared up with a minimum of delay.”

A similar case occurred in Scotland last year and 
now hundreds of prosecutions are on hold there 
waiting for Crown Office appeal.

One of the defence solicitors in Birmingham, Tal-
bir Singh, said: “In future, in speed camera cases, 
the prosecuting authorities and police are going to 
have to rethink the way they are going to send let-
ters out to motorists.”

Amesh Chauhan, 22, of Moseley, and Dean Hollin-
gworth, 23, of Hall Green were accused of being 
filmed by police in a gang racing cars around the 
Barford Street area of the city.

The Crown Prosecution Service may appeal 
against the court’s decision to drop the charges.

Courtesy BBC News

2000 Police camera action 
               violates human rights

In context

The European Convention on Human Rights became 
law in England and Wales in October 2000. Scottish 
devolution meant it became law there in May 1999.
In February 2001 the National Safety Camera Initiative 
was launched by the Home Office, the Police and local 
authorities. This meant that revenue from speed cam-
era fines could be retained by the police.
In June 2002 the Commons transport select committee 
recommended that speed cameras should cover the 
whole country by 2004 to reduce road traffic accidents.
Home Office figures released in April 2002 suggested 
the number of deaths or injuries in road traffic accidents 
had increased in spite of a massive increase in speeding 
prosecutions.

this day in history

Quarantine loopholes bring 
fresh efforts to fight outbreaks
DENNIS PASSA & ELAINE 
KURTENBACH, BRISBANE

A
N Australian state 
is toughening its 
punishments for 
anyone caught 

violating coronavirus qua-
rantines, including jailing 
rule breakers for up to six 
months — a warning that 
follows rising virus cases 
worldwide and violations 
of restrictions that are now 
being further tightened.

The current set of fines 
for breaking a mandatory 
14-day hotel quarantine for 
some visitors or lying about 
their whereabouts “appears 
not to be enough” in some 
cases, Queensland state De-
puty Premier Steven Miles 
said. 

With higher fines and a 
threat of six months’ im-
prisonment, “I hope that 
will demonstrate to the pu-
blic just how serious we are 
about enforcing these mea-
sures,” Miles said.

Queensland shut its sta-
te borders to successfully 
contain the coronavirus 
outbreak, but reopened to 
all but residents of Victoria, 
Australia’s worst affected re-
gion, two weeks ago.

The city of Melbourne in 
Victoria recorded 270 new 
coronavirus infections over-
night, with more than 4,000 
cases now active across the 
state. Melbourne is one 
week into a six-week lock-
down in an attempt to stop a 
spike in new cases there.

Health experts have 
warned that outbreaks that 
had been brought under 
control with shutdowns 
and other forms of social 
distancing were likely to 

flare again as precautions 
were relaxed. 

Disney officials annou-
nced that Hong Kong Dis-
neyland Park is closing We-
dnesday until further notice 
following the city’s decision 
to ban public gatherings of 
more than four people to 
combat newly spreading in-
fections. 

Hong Kong’s leader, Car-
rie Lam, announced new 
coronavirus-related restric-
tions on Monday after 41 
out of 52 newly reported in-
fections were locally trans-
mitted cases. Hong Kong 
has reported 250 new cases 
since July 6. Lam urged the 
private sector to put in place 
work-from-home arrange-
ments for employees.

In Thailand, where the-
re have been no reports of 
locally transmitted cases 
for seven weeks, authorities 
have revised rules governing 
visitors from abroad after a 
breakdown in screening led 
to two infected foreigners 
posing a possible risk to pu-
blic health. 

The government said yes-
terday that diplomats will be 
asked to stay in state-super-
vised quarantine for 14 days, 
instead of self-isolating. And 
it is postponing the recently 
allowed entry of some fo-
reign visitors so procedures 
can be changed. 

“I am angry because this 
shouldn’t happen. They 
should have been quaranti-
ned, same as Thais who tra-
vel back have to be quaranti-
ned for 14 days. Why should 
this group of people get the 
privilege to skip quaranti-
ne?” said Panpen Sakulkru, a 
company manager who was 
among hundreds who lined 

up for virus tests in the Thai 
city of Rayong yesterday.

The cases that caused 
concern involved a mem-
ber of an Egyptian military 
group and the young dau-
ghter of a foreign diplomat 
whose family returned from 
Sudan. Thai authorities re-
voked landing permission 
for eight Egyptian fligh-
ts, and some schools and 
a mall were closed in the 
eastern province where the 
Egyptian man may have 
had contacts.

The new coronavirus first 
found in China late last year 
has infected 13.1 million 
people worldwide and killed 
more than 573,000, accor-
ding to a tally by Johns Ho-
pkins University. The actual 
numbers are thought to be 
much higher due to limi-
ted testing and the number 
of people who don’t show 
symptoms. 

India, which has the thir-
d-most cases after the U.S. 
and Brazil, was rapidly nea-
ring 1 million cases with a 
jump of more than 28,000 
reported yesterday. It now 
has more than 906,000 and 
accumulated more than 
100,000 in just four days.

Its nationwide lockdown 
has largely ended, but the 
recent spikes have promp-
ted several big cities to rei-
mpose partial lockdowns. A 
10-day lockdown that began 
yesterday in the southern 
city of Pune will allow only 
essential businesses such as 
milk shops, pharmacies, cli-
nics and emergency services 
to open.

The ebb and flow of the 
pandemic has governmen-
ts scrambling to quash new 
outbreaks while attempting 

to salvage economies from 
the devastation of long shu-
tdowns and travel restric-
tions. 

South Africa imposed ti-
ghter restrictions including 
a ban on alcohol sales, man-
datory face masks in public 
places and an overnight 
curfew, as a surge in new 
infections pushed it into the 
10 worst-affected countries 
with nearly 300,000 confir-
med cases, according to the 
Johns Hopkins tally. 

In the U.S., flaring ou-
tbreaks have led officials 
in some areas to manda-
te mask wearing and close 
down bars and some other 
businesses to once again try 
to bring the pandemic un-
der control.

Hawaii’s governor pushed 
back by another month 
plans to waive a 14-day qua-
rantine requirement for ou-
t-of-state travelers who test 
negative for COVID-19.

“I know that this increa-
ses the burden on busines-
ses here in the islands, es-
pecially small businesses. 
But we do believe that it is 
time to continue to protect 
the health and safety of our 
community,” Gov. David Ige 
told reporters. He cited ri-
sing numbers of local cases, 
“uncontrolled” outbreaks in 
several U.S. mainland states 
and a shortage of testing su-
pplies. 

The state has one of the 
lowest infection rates in the 
U.S., with 1,243 cases. Its 
quarantine requirement has 
virtually shut down tourism 
since it took effect in late 
March, pushing the unem-
ployment rate in the islands 
to 22.6%, the second highest 
in the U.S. AP

Soldiers in protective gear amid the COVID-19 pandemic patrol in Ciudad Bolivar, an area with high cases of the new coronavirus in Bogota, Colombia
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Pasternak heroine; 5- Rat-___; 9- South American Indian; 13- Loads; 14- 

Hue; 16- Chief; 17- Ritzy; 18- Prefix with red; 19- Hey, over here!; 20- Authenticating 
mark; 21- Genetic letters; 22- Think; 24- Ashtabula’s lake; 26- This can be guilty or not 
guilty; 27- Nahuatl speaker; 29- Dejected; 33- Spring sign; 34- ___ fide; 35- Panama and 
bowler; 36- ___ Aviv; 37- Fop; 38- “Michael Collins” actor; 39- A single time; 41- Roadside 
stops; 42- Bellowing; 44- Prince of India; 46- Stately; 47- Han ___ was a “Star Wars” 
character; 48- Freeway access; 49- Harmful intent; 52- ___ Brooks, filmaker responsible 
for “Blazing Saddles”; 53- Affectedly dainty; 57- Rival of Bjorn; 58- Silk cotton; 60- Russian 
river; 61- Curse; 62- Fax forerunner; 63- Ascend; 64- Send forth; 65- Be dependent; 66- 
Bluesy James;
 
DOWN: 1- Drinks (as a cat); 2- Drug-yielding plant; 3- Parks on a bus; 4- Jock; 5- Like 
toxic rainfall; 6- 1,000 kilograms; 7- Code word for A; 8- Rocky hilltop; 9- Bring an 
accusation against; 10- American space 
agency; 11- Prehistoric sepulchral tomb; 
12- Poker payment; 15- Railroad; 23- Lair, 
often for wild animals; 25- Legal matter; 26- 
Tadpole milieus; 27- Stadium used for sports 
or musical events; 28- Nothing; 29- Italian 
lady; 30- Biblical brother; 31- Lieu; 32- Boris 
Godunov, for one; 33- Molecular component; 
34- Musical instrument; 37- Argot; 40- Least 
difficult; 42- Escort’s offering; 43- Ecstasy; 
45- Mythical bird; 46- Large system of 
stars; 48- Insurgent; 49- House rodents; 
50- Homecoming guest; 51- Actress Virna; 
52- Track event; 54- Habeas corpus, for one; 
55- 3:00; 56- Zeno’s home; 59- Alway;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
One of  your favorite people is 
moving into an exciting new phase 
of  their life, and their happiness is 
rubbing off on you! You couldn’t be 
more excited and proud that they are 
having all their good deeds rewarded.

Apr. 20-May. 20
So make time for old friends in 
between connecting with new 
friends. Send a thank you to that 
teacher or mentor who helped 
you. Realize that your life is not 
just about the future.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You deserve to feel like a 
success, not like someone who 
can never quite reach that 
brass ring. Adjust your sights 
and be more reasonable. The 
win will feel just as good.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Spice up your day by making 
a connection. Making genuine 
contact will give both of  you a 
rush and a reminder that people 
are just people, and everyone likes 
being liked.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your professional life is getting 
brighter, but you can expect things to 
get hot and heavy in your personal 
life! This is something you have been 
waiting for, and you are more than 
ready to take advantage of  it.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Make sure you finish it up 
completely before starting on 
something new. You know that 
you’ve got to close that door 
before you will be totally ready to 
open up another one.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Be encouraging and try to help 
a sad friend see the positive 
things ahead. As for grumpy 
people, all it takes is a smile 
from you to get them to smile 
back.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Whether it’s cupcakes or pot 
roast, the people who care 
about you are going to feel 
well cared for. Get ready to 
dispense deliciousness and 
warm feelings.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
The past will have a strong hold on 
you today, as well it should. There 
are lessons there that you still need 
to learn. Listen to others reminisce 
and you will gain some incredibly 
valuable insight into your own future. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It’s important to feel your feelings and 
give yourself  time to process them, 
but there comes a point when you just 
have to say no to negative thinking. 
To help switch your emotional gears, 
talk to a funny friend.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You are starting to think about 
making some big changes in your 
life, probably because one of  your 
friends has been going through 
a dramatic transformation lately 
and you are feeling inspired!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Things are just not going to go 
the way you want them to today, 
no matter how feverishly you 
wish or how hard you push. But 
your mood is so great that you 
probably won’t care too much. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
BOC Macau wins titles at World Finance Banking Awards Bank of China (BOC) 

Macau Branch has won 
the accolades of Best 
Commercial Bank and 
Best Retail Bank in Ma-
cau at the World Finan-
ce magazine’s Banking 
Awards 2020. The titles 
recognize the bank’s 
commitment to the re-
gion’s economic develo-
pment.

“Macau is uniquely po-
sitioned as a core city for 
the Greater Bay Area and 
the Belt and Road Initia-
tive, presenting BOC 
with many opportunities 
but also a great deal of 
responsibility,” Li Guang, 
General Manager of Bank 
of China Macau Branch 
said in an World Finance 

nearly half of all banking 
businesses in the region, 
the Bank of China Group 
is also the most profita-
ble overseas branch.

The BOC is also 
breaking new ground in 
digital banking solutions 
in Macau, announcing 
recently the creation of 
BOC Pay, an online pay-
ment channel that su-
pports Alipay, WeChat, 
and UnionPay systems. 
Besides, BOC is cur-
rently developing a Sino-
-Lusophone investment 
and financing service 
platform, which aims to 
provide critical infor-
mation on investment 
projects in Portuguese- 
speaking countries.

magazine article.
“We are keen to ensu-

re that businesses, both 
domestic and interna-
tional, have access to 
the capital they require 
to participate in these 
ambitious development 
programs,” he added.

Besides issuing go-
vernment bonds, of-
fshore renminbi bonds 
and pataca bonds for 
this purpose, BOC has 
also launched the coun-
try’s first green bond, 
a move that is said to 
have significantly raised 
the profile of Macau’s 
financial institutions in 
the international bond 
market.

With a market share of 

SPENCER SOPER

EMPLOYEES at an Amazon.com 
Inc. warehouse in Memphis, 

Tennessee, say the e-commerce 
giant erred in withdrawing unpaid 
leave and has failed to ensure their 
safety just as colleagues fall ill with 
Covid-19 and the surrounding re-
gion suffers an explosion in cases.

Workers at Amazon’s MEM1 fa-
cility say managers require them 
to continue working even when 
experiencing  symptoms. In one 
case, a worker told human resour-
ces he had headaches, a runny 
nose and loss of smell and taste, 
according to four people familiar 
with the matter. The worker got 
tested that day but kept working 
for five days until the results came 
back positive, the people said. 

In another instance, an Ama-
zon employee training about two 
dozen new workers was pulled 
aside during a lunch break and 
told to go home because she had 
Covid-19, but those remaining we-
ren’t immediately informed about 
their potential exposure, the peo-
ple said.

Earlier this year, about the time 
coronavirus cases began appea-
ring at warehouses in New York, 
Pennsylvania and Minnesota, 
Amazon gave workers an extra $2 
an hour and let them take leave 
with no questions asked. But as 
states in the Northeast and Mi-
dwest appeared to be getting the 
virus under control, the company 
ended those short-term programs 
and required workers to apply for 
sick leave—a process some em-
ployees say has been plagued by 
confusion and delays. 

Now that cases are exploding 
in Tennessee and other southern 
states, Amazon workers must 
show up for work or risk being fi-

red. The Memphis workers say 
they get conflicting instructions, 
forcing them to make difficult 
decisions without clear guidance 
from the company. A key point of 
aggravation is being told to conti-
nue showing up by someone who’s 
allowed to work from home.

“We feel like sitting ducks,” 
said one worker, who requested 
anonymity to speak freely without 
jeopardizing her job. “We don’t 
want to get sick or threaten our 
children and our families, and we 
feel like they are playing around 
with our lives.”

It’s unclear how many workers 
have contracted the virus in Mem-
phis, and Amazon has declined to 
provide a national or state-by-sta-
te tally despite pressure from se-
veral national politicians. A group 
of employees, who have been 
keeping their own spreadsheet of 
cases, said in June that there were 
more than 1,500 cases in Amazon 
warehouses around the coun-

try and more than a dozen in the 
Memphis warehouse.

In a statement, Amazon said: 
“Temperature checks are manda-
tory and if an employee is found 
to have a temperature above 100.4 
then they are sent home and paid 
for their scheduled shift, up to 
five hours. Associates need to stay 
home until they’ve been fever-free 
for at least 72 hours without the 
use of fever-reducing medicine. 
If anyone is experiencing symp-
toms, in addition to or separate of, 
a fever, they are instructed to stay 
home until their symptoms subsi-
de.”

While Tennessee hasn’t been 
hit as hard as Florida, Texas and 
Arizona, the Memphis area began 
reporting a spike in Covid-19 cases 
at the end of June. Nearly 14,000 
people have been infected and 
more than 220 have died from the 
virus in Shelby County, according 
to the Tennessee Department of 
Health. Shelby County, where the 

warehouse is located, had an in-
fection rate of 33 per 100,000 peo-
ple, among the highest infection 
rates in the state.

Tennessee was among the first 
states to reopen its economy and 
paid for residents to get tested. But 
the recent surge in cases is forcing 
some cities to reimposes stricter 
measures because hospitals are 
overwhelmed. Memphis Mayor 
Jim Strickland last week extended 
a state of emergency; local health 
officials ordered bars to close for 
the foreseeable future and restau-
rants to close at 10 pm.

Workers at the Memphis wa-
rehouse say colleagues began 
getting sick about the time cases 
surged in the area. Like Amazon 
workers elsewhere, they say the 
company isn’t providing enough 
information about new cases or 
how many people at the facility 
have tested positive or come down 
with Covid-19. 

Messages sent to workers are 

formulaic, vague and have arrived 
several days after workers were 
potentially exposed. One messa-
ge sent to workers July 8 said: “We 
were recently notified that indi-
viduals who work at MEM1 have 
received a confirmed COVID-19 
diagnosis. They were last onsite on 
07/03/2020.”  Employees interpret 
the lack of transparency as a deli-
berate attempt by the company 
to mask the prevalence of the vi-
rus among the workforce, forcing 
them to make difficult decisions 
about their safety and financial 
well-being without facts.

When managers told the Mem-
phis warehouse trainer to go home 
mid-shift, the workers say they 
weren’t told why. They learned 
she had Covid-19 only because 
the trainer told them herself, they 
said. The trainees were relocated 
to another part of the building, the 
workers said. 

The employees said they com-
plained to the Tennessee Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Adminis-
tration and reported the cases to 
a Shelby County Health Depart-
ment hotline, but there is little 
regulators can do. OSHA doesn’t 
have much oversight over the 
spread of germs in the workplace 
beyond making sure employees 
have access to soap and water for 
handwashing, agency spokesman 
Chris Cannon said. Joan Carr, a 
spokeswoman with the Shelby 
County Health Department, decli-
ned to comment on the workers’ 
complaints.

Employees at the Memphis wa-
rehouse say they resent that unli-
mited unpaid time off is no longer 
available now that they could use 
it. Rather than creating a one-size-
-fits-all pandemic policy, they say, 
Amazon should tailor its response 
to local conditions—echoing the 
argument now being put forward  
by school districts opposed to a 
wholesale re-opening amid the 
surge in infections. 

“It’s very scary,” one worker 
said. “They’re putting everyone at 
risk.” BLOOMBERG

Amazon workers in Memphis 
are spooked as virus rages
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TALES AZZONI, MADRID

REAL Madrid saved its best 
for last in the Spanish lea-

gue, putting itself in position 
to reclaim the title from its bi-
ggest rivals.

While Barcelona has endu-
red an up-and-down return 
since the forced break, Ma-
drid has been perfect, winning 
every match and entering the 
last two rounds with a four-
-point lead.

“Maybe the coronavirus 
confinement was the turning 
point that we needed to start 
reacting and fully focusing on 
what we needed to do when 
the league resumed,” Madrid 
captain Sergio Ramos said 
after the team’s 2-1 win over 
Granada yesterday [Macau 
time], its ninth straight after 
the break.

“We prepared very well 
at home and after we came 
back,” Ramos said. “We had a 
goal of winning the league and 
here we are, fighting for it. Ho-
pefully we can celebrate the 
title on Thursday.”

Madrid can lift the trophy 
for a record 34th time with a 
win against Villarreal at home 
on Thursday, or if Barcelona 
fails to beat Osasuna on the 
same day. Two draws in the 
final two matches will also be 
enough to secure Madrid its 
first league title since 2017.

“After three months stuck at 
home we were given an oppor-
tunity to play again and you 
try to prepare as well as pos-

sible and that’s what we did,” 
Real Madrid coach Zinedine 
Zidane said. “We are prepared 
to achieve our goals but we 

have two matches left and we 
want to try to win the title on 
Thursday.”

Madrid is the only team 

with a perfect record since the 
league resumed, and its run of 
nine wins in a row is its best 
of the season. It had lost three 
of its last four matches in all 
competitions before the break, 
including to Manchester City 
at home in the Champions 
League.

Madrid returned from the 
break trailing Barcelona at the 
top of the Spanish league, but 
it regained the lead after the 
Catalan club struggled and 
drew three of its nine matches.

“We prepared ourselves to 
try to win every match, and 
it’s not easy to win nine in a 
row in this league, which is the 
hardest in the world,” Zidane 
said. “There are no easy ma-
tches but we always think we 
can win them because we have 
quality players to do that. I’m 
proud of my players.”

Madrid’s last game is at re-
legation-threatened Leganés 
on Sunday, while Barcelona fi-
nishes at Alavés, which is also 
fighting against demotion. AP

FOOTBALL

Madrid takes advantage of break 
to make run for La Liga title

Real Madrid’s Sergio Ramos (center) gestures with his teammate Benzema during the Spanish La Liga soccer match between 
Granada and Real Madrid at the Los Carmenes stadium in Granada
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UK to exclude Huawei from role in 
high-speed phone network

Britain’s government yesterday backtracked on plans to give Chi-
nese telecommunications company Huawei a limited role in the 
U.K.’s new high-speed mobile phone network in a decision with 
broad implications for relations between London and Beijing.

Britain imposed the ban after the U.S. threatened to sever an 
intelligence-sharing arrangement because of concerns Huawei 
equipment could allow the Chinese government to infiltrate U.K. 
networks.

U.K. Culture Secretary Oliver Dowden gave telecoms operators until 
2027 to remove Huawei equipment already in Britain’s 5G network.

“This has not been an easy decision, but it is the right one,’’ he 
said.

He said that from the end of this year, telecoms operators mustn’t 
buy any 5G equipment from Huawei.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson was under pressure from rebels in 
his own Conservative Party who criticized China’s new Hong Kong 
security law and its treatment of ethnic Uighurs, as well as Huawei’s 
links to the Chinese government. Ten Conservative lawmakers 
sent a letter to Johnson demanding that he remove Huawei from 
“the UK’s critical national infrastructure.”

OPINION
World Views
Andy Mukherjee & Tim Culpan, Bloomberg

Israel’s Health Ministry says 
the country has confirmed 
1,681 new coronavirus cases, 
a record high. Israel was 
widely praised for taking swift 
action early in the pandemic 
by closing its borders and 
imposing other restrictions to 
contain the virus’s spread. But 
since reopening the economy 
and schools in May following 
a more than monthlong 
lockdown, the number of new 
cases has steadily increased.

Iran A semi-official Iranian 
news agency says Tehran’s 
governor has imposed new 
restrictions because of a 
spike in coronavirus cases, 
ordering mosques and 
several businesses closed for 
a week in the Iranian capital. 
According to the Tasnim 
news agency, the measures 
would apply to mosques 
and women’s beauty salons, 
gyms, swimming pools, 
cinemas and coffee shops.

South Africa has announced 
11,554 new coronavirus 
cases and is among the 
world’s 10 biggest outbreaks 
according to data compiled 
by Johns Hopkins University. 
South Africa now has 287,796 
cases with more than a third 
in Gauteng province, home 
of a Johannesburg and the 
capital, Pretoria. The country 
is under newly tightened 
restrictions including a ban on 
alcohol sales, mandatory face 
masks in public places and an 
overnight curfew.

Spain The speaker of the 
Catalan regional parliament, 
Roger Torrent (pictured), 
demanded that the Spanish 
government launch an 
official investigation into 
reports that his cell phone 
was the target of espionage, 
allegedly by Spanish security 
services., a leading supporter 
of Catalonia’s efforts to break 
away from Spain and become 
an independent country, 
said the reports “prove what 
we already knew: that the 
Spanish state spies on its 
political opponents.”

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TOIndia digital future 
means a Google search

For a long time, U.S.-based internet giants entertai-
ned the idea of finally accessing the world’s biggest 
market and tapping into a base of more than 1.3 billion 
potential consumers. Now, just as the door to China 
appears firmly shut, the next giant market is opening 
up.

Alphabet Inc. CEO Sundar Pichai is ready to realize In-
dia’s potential with the one way executives know best: 
a big fat check. The American search-engine giant said 
its Google unit plans to spend $10 billion over the next 
seven years on operations, infrastructure and invest-
ments as a “reflection of our confidence in the future of 
India and its digital economy.”

American corporate leaders from Apple Inc.’s Tim 
Cook and Amazon.com Inc.’s Jeff Bezos to Facebook In-
c.’s Mark Zuckerberg have all known that India could be 
the next big thing. Pichai, himself Indian-born, hasn’t 
sat idly by, either.

Favorable Chinese treatment, and protectionism, 
allowed Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. and Tencent Hol-
dings Ltd. to develop super-apps that deliver a smor-
gasbord of offerings from instant messaging to news 
and deliveries to financial services. No U.S. giant offers 
anywhere near the breadth and depth of services as 
their Chinese counterparts.

Indian oil billionaire Mukesh Ambani has designs on 
doing in his home country just what the Americans 
couldn’t do in theirs. 

Four years ago, he upended the telecommunications 
sector with a new entrant that offered free voice calls 
and really cheap data. Suddenly, hundreds of millions 
more Indian consumers had a mobile phone in their 
hands and a reliable, affordable internet connection. 
Ambani followed that up by getting Facebook to buy 
a 10% percent stake in Jio Platforms Ltd. — Ambani’s 
holding company for telcos, media and other digital 
assets — for $5.7 billion. 

With Facebook now owning a stake in Jio, it makes 
sense for Google to look for its own telco dance partner, 
be it Bharti Airtel Ltd. or Vodafone Idea Ltd. — the only 
two meaningful competitors to Jio’s wireless service 
that are still left in the fray.

Google’s big move is well-timed. The nation’s largely 
state-owned banking system was in bad shape even be-
fore Covid-19. After the inevitable pandemic-linked los-
ses, institutions will be grateful to limp again and digital 
commerce will present a new growth avenue. When In-
dian consumers need loans, they’ll be giving consent 
to lenders to digitally piece together their credit history 
by pulling scraps from everywhere. Suppliers of goods 
and services will also want to tap cheaper working ca-
pital by sharing a real-time snapshot of their cash flows.

Indian banks are at a disadvantage in the coming 
shakeup. Information collection, analysis and distri-
bution is exactly what the U.S. internet companies 
do best. Jio with Facebook, Google (with or without a 
chosen partner), and even Amazon.com could have 
deeper insights into consumer and supplier habits 
than the traditional financiers. A Jio or Google-backed 
finance app could dish out a loan faster than a banker 
could pull out a ballpoint pen. That would leave the 
state-owned lenders offering little more than their vast 
balance sheets for credit creation.

Not only is India finally getting the fast mobile cove-
rage it sorely needs, its payments infrastructure is also 
ready. Pichai has built a payments service specifically 
for India, using the local platform that allows any two 
parties, holding accounts at different banks, to send 
and receive money instantly without knowing anything 
more than each others’ virtual IDs. The revamped ne-
twork is so modern and innovation-friendly that Goo-
gle has asked the U.S. to consider emulating it.

Jio has garnered much of the recent attention, helped 
by a splashy fundraising spectacle that adds up to half 
of the investment in global telecom deals this year. But 
Google’s payment app as well as WalMart’s PhonePe 
have been quietly scaling up. Now, when Indian con-
sumers want deliveries, entertainment, or a loan there’s 
a good chance they’ll be searching Google.

[Abridged] 

Satellite images 
show Ethiopia dam 
reservoir swelling
CARA ANNA, 
JOHANNESBURG

NEW satellite imagery 
shows the reservoir 

behind Ethiopia’s dispu-
ted hydroelectric dam 
beginning to fill, but an 
analyst says it’s likely due 
to seasonal rains instead of 
government action.

The images emerge as 
Ethiopia, Egypt and Sudan 
say the latest talks on the 
contentious project ended 
yesterday [Macau 
time] with no agree-
ment. Ethiopia has 
said it would begin 
filling the reservoir of 
the $4.6 billion Grand 
Ethiopian Renaissan-
ce Dam this month 
even without a deal, 
which would further 
escalate tensions.

But the swelling 
reservoir, captured 
in imagery on July 
9 by the European Space 
Agency’s Sentinel-1 sate-
llite, is likely a “natural ba-
cking-up of water behind 
the dam” during this rainy 
season, International Cri-
sis Group analyst William 
Davison told The Associa-
ted Press on yesterday. 

“So far, to my unders-
tanding, there has been 
no official announcement 
from Ethiopia that all of 
the pieces of construction 
that are needed to be com-
pleted to close off all of the 
outlets and to begin im-
poundment of water into 
the reservoir” have occur-
red, Davison said.

But Ethiopia is on sche-
dule for impoundment to 
begin in mid-July, he ad-
ded, when the rainy season 
floods the Blue Nile.

Ethiopian officials did 
not immediately comment 
on the images.

The latest setback in the 
three-country talks shrinks 
hopes that an agreement 
will be reached before 
Ethiopia begins filling the 
reservoir.

Ethiopia says the co-

lossal dam offers a criti-
cal opportunity to pull 
millions of its nearly 110 
million citizens out of po-
verty and become a major 
power exporter. Downs-
tream Egypt, which de-
pends on the Nile to supply 
its farmers and booming 
population of 100 million 
with fresh water, asserts 
that the dam poses an exis-
tential threat.

Years of talks with a 
variety of mediators, in-
cluding the Trump admi-
nistration, have failed to 
produce a solution. Last 
week’s round, mediated 
by the African Union and 

observed by U.S. and Eu-
ropean officials, proved no 
different. 

Experts fear that filling 
the dam without a deal cou-
ld push the countries to the 
brink of military conflict.

“Although there were 
progresses, no breakthrou-
gh deal is made,” Seleshi 
Bekele, Ethiopia’s minis-
ter of water, irrigation and 
energy, tweeted overnight.

“All of the efforts exerted 
to reach a solution didn’t 

come to any kind 
of result,” Egyptian 
Foreign Minister 
Sameh Shukry said 
in an interview with 
Egypt’s DMC TV 
channel.

Shukry warned 
that Egypt may be 
compelled to appeal 
again to the U.N. 
Security Council 
to intervene in the 
dispute, a prospect 

Ethiopia rejects, preferring 
regional bodies like the 
African Union to mediate.

Meanwhile the coun-
tries agreed they would 
send their reports to the AU 
and reconvene in a week to 
determine next steps.

Between Egypt and 
Ethiopia lies Sudan, whi-
ch stands to benefit from 
the dam through access to 
cheap electricity and redu-
ced flooding. But it has also 
raised fears over the dam’s 
operation, which could 
endanger its own smaller 
dams, depending on the 
amount of water dischar-
ged daily downstream. AP

New satellite imagery shows the reservoir behind Ethiopia’s disputed hydroelectric dam beginning to fill, 
but an analyst says it’s likely due to seasonal rains

Ethiopia says 
the colossal dam 

offers a critical 
opportunity to pull 

millions of its nearly 
110 million citizens 

out of poverty


