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USA The FBI believes the 
Chinese consulate in San 
Francisco is harboring 
a Chinese researcher 
who is charged in federal 
court in California with 
lying about her military 
background. Tang Juan 
lied about her military 
affiliation in a visa 
application last October 
to work at the University 
of California, Davis and 
again during an FBI 
interview last month, 
according to Justice 
Department criminal 
charges.

India added 1,129 deaths 
to its coronavirus toll 
after including a southern 
state’s unreported 
fatalities. India has the 
seventh-most confirmed 
deaths in the world with 
29,861. Health experts 
have warned that India 
likely has more deaths than 
reported because some 
states used varying criteria 
to categorize deaths. 
Yesterday’s increase 
includes 444 previously 
unreported fatalities in 
Tamil Nadu, as well as 
685 deaths nationwide 
reported in the last 24 
hours.

Japan The city of Tokyo 
announced a record 366 
new daily coronavirus 
cases yesterday, 
exceeding 300 for the 
first time as Japan begins 
a four-day weekend with 
many people joining 
a tourism promotion 
campaign that the 
government is pushing 
despite concerns of a 
new wave of infections 
nationwide. Tokyo 
hospitals are also on the 
brink of running out of 
space. The city, which 
earlier allocated 1,000 
beds for coronavirus 
patients, has asked 
hospitals to secure up to 
2,800 beds.
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E-VOUCHER TOP UP TO START 
JULY 27 AHEAD OF AUGUST 

SPENDING

OVER THE 
MOON

CHINA LAUNCHES ITS MOST AMBITIOUS 
ATTEMPT TO LAND ROVER ON MARS

Hong Kong’s 
daily cases 
hit record 
high under 

renewed 
Asian wave of 

infections  P6

 P7
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New lots system 
introduced for popular 
helicopter tours
The processing of applications for the 
“Helicopter Ride Experience” local tour 
under the umbrella of the “Macao Ready Go! 
Local Tours” program resumed yesterday 
afternoon under a new electronic lots 
system for selecting participants. This 
comes after the registration platform 
crashed on Wednesday morning due to 
high demand. The quota for the experience 
has now been increased from an initial 700 
to 1,584 spaces. Tour dates now include 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, in addition 
to the previously announced Fridays and 
weekends. Due to the high demand, the 
government has introduced a new lots 
system to select who will be able to register 
for the experience. Each applicant is 
assigned a sequence number by the system 
and will be eligible for two spots for joining 
the tour. Unsuccessful applicants will be put 
on a waiting list to queue for any remaining 
spots. The tour period starts from July 31 
and lasts until the end of August.

MPI shares results of 
research on Macau 
gaming behavior
The Centre for Gaming and Tourism 
Studies of the Macao Polytechnic Institute 
(MPI) held a seminar on “gamblers’ fatigue” 
earlier this week and presented the 
results of a recent study by the center. 
The study sought to reveal the evolving 
trends in gaming behavior among Macau 
residents, dealers and Chinese gaming 
patrons. According to the MPI, it is hoped 
that this research will be used to help 
formulate policies for the Macau gaming 
industry and promote sustainable industry 
development. The results found that 
many gamblers experienced a drop in 
enthusiasm as the novelty of gambling 
wore off over time. The center said this 
was because of the combined efforts of 
“the learning effect, awareness of harms in 
gambling, and social safeguard measures.” 
Together, these allow patrons to gain a 
more objective view of their gambling 
behavior. 

DSPA welcomes donations 
from plastic bag tax 
proceeds
The Environmental Protection Bureau 
(DSPA) is reminding businesses to abide 
by the plastic bag tax that entered into 
force last November. In a statement 
yesterday, the DSPA also said that it is 
encouraging some hotels, entertainment 
complexes, supermarkets, shopping 
centers and food and beverage outlets to 
donate the proceeds from the plastic bag 
tax to support environmental protection 
work or other charitable activities. A 
donation ceremony was held at the DSPA 
headquarters yesterday. Bureau director 
Tam Wai Man thanked the collaborating 
entities for their participation, and again 
emphasized that the law’s purpose was not 
the collection of funds, but the reduction of 
plastic use.
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ANTHONY LAM 

THE second round of the go-
vernment’s Consumption 

Subsidy Scheme, due to begin 
next month, will roll out with 
the top-up period commen-
cing on July 27, the Economic 
Bureau announced yesterday.

Widely known as the e-vou-
cher, the scheme was introdu-
ced to stimulate the local eco-
nomy by putting money into 
the hands of small businesses 
amid the economic downturn 
brought on by Covid-19.

During a press conferen-
ce held yesterday, the director 
of the bureau, Tai Kin Ip, said 
that cardholders can top up 
their e-vouchers at 190 loca-

tions across the city from July 
27 onwards. Those locations 
include banks, government 
service centers, association 
service centers, and the three 
customer service centers of the 
service provider, Macau Pass.

All of the unused funds from 
the first round will be voided at 
midnight on August 1. Since no 
prior booking for the top up is 
required, Tai reminds residents 
to be flexible and go to less po-
pulous locations to top up.

Residents who have not re-
gistered for, obtained or have 
lost their card in the first rou-
nd can get a new card without 
any prior registration if they 
desire. These residents can only 
obtain their new card at six go-

vernment offices, such as the 
bureau’s office at Largo do São 
Domingos and the government 
service center at Areia Preta.

Lost cards, however, shou-
ld be reported to the Public 
Security Police Force befo-
rehand.

The government has also 
made a new rule to terminate 
the participation of busines-
ses in the scheme if suspected 
profiteering activities are con-
firmed.

A dedicated website has 
been made by the bureau to 
familiarize residents with the 
second round of the scheme. 
Inquiries can also be made via 
telephone, WhatsApp, WeChat 
and email.

The number of cards is-
sued or replenished in this 
second round could reach as 
many as 737,000, the govern-
ment estimates. If correct, this 
will require and injection of 
about MOP3.68 billion into the 
market.

In the first round, a total 
of 624,000 cards were issued, 
representing an injection 
of MOP1.87 billion into the 
market.

Although a large amount of 
money was invested, a hike in 
inflation has not yet been detec-
ted. In reality, according to Tai, 
prices have recorded consistent 
decreases from April to June.

Tai stressed that Macau Pass 
has fulfilled its promise by not 
charging participating busines-
ses any handling or transaction 
fees. According to Tai, the pri-
vate company has rebated the 
amount in full to the busines-
ses.

According to public broad-
caster TDM, the private com-
pany disclosed that the rebate 
amounted to MOP11.5 million. 
In addition, Macau Pass spent 
MOP30 million on operational 
costs during the first round of 
the scheme.

Tai revealed that the gover-
nment will allow Macau Pass 
to charge transaction fees in 
the second round. However, 
“it will be at a lower level than 
normal.”

The normal transaction sur-
charge taken by Macau Pass ran-
ges from 0.7% to 1.2% per tran-
saction. “But the company has 
pledged to charge at maximum 
0.5% per transaction in the se-
cond round,” Tai disclosed. He 
added that actual amount de-
pends on the agreement made 
between the company and par-
ticipating businesses.

Assuming the number of 
cards remains 624,000 in the se-
cond round and all card owners 
spend their subsidy in full, Ma-
cau Pass will obtain MOP15.6 
million from the market in ter-
ms of transaction surcharges.

E-voucher top up to start July 
27 ahead of August spending

Q: DO I NEED TO REGISTER FOR THE SECOND ROUND?
A: No. Provided that you are Macau ID holder, whether or not you are 
in possession of an e-voucher card, no registration prior to the second 
round is necessary. You can top up your card if you have one, or obtain a 
new one if you have lost your card or have never had one.

Q: HOW CAN I TOP UP MY CARD/GET A NEW CARD?
A: From July 27 to December 14, current card keepers can tap their 
cards against the console installed at 190 locations across the city, 
including banks and association’s offices, to top up MOP5,000 into 
their cards. Those without a card can visit six government locations to 
obtain a new card themselves or have someone do so on their behalf.

Q: HOW LONG WILL THE SECOND ROUND LAST?
A: The MOP5,000 can be used from August to December. Similar to 
the first round, the daily spending limit is set to MOP300.

FAQ
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WYNN Resorts Ltd. is 
furloughing workers 

in Las Vegas after previously 
continuing to pay employees 
through a three-month Co-
vid-19 shutdown, suggesting 
America’s gambling capital 
faces a long recovery.

“Although we retained all 
of our people while we were 
closed, we now know how 
challenged business volumes 
in Las Vegas are and are staf-
fing to the significantly redu-
ced demand,” Wynn said in a 
statement Wednesday.

The company, which 
reopened its two Las Vegas 
properties on June 4, declined 
to say how many employees 
will go on unpaid leave, but 
said it’s in the single digits as 
a percentage of total staff. As 
of Dec. 31, Wynn had appro-
ximately 30,200 employees, 
with about 13,800 in Macau 
and 16,400 in the U.S.

Nevada reported 28 vi-
rus-related deaths on both 
Tuesday and Wednesday, its 
highest ever.

GAMING

LVS considers Macau as having better recovery 
potential than Vegas, Singapore 

GAMING
Wynn 
Resorts 
furloughs 
Vegas staff

Forcing young students to repeat 
years banned under new proposal

ANTHONY LAM &  
STAFF REPORTER

S
TUDENTS below fifth gra-
de will no longer be requi-
red to repeat school years, 
the spokesperson of the 

Executive Council (ExCo) and 
Secretary for Administration and 
Justice, André Cheong, introdu-
ced yesterday.

The new policy, introduced as 
a draft executive regulation, will 
start operating from this Septem-
ber. It also includes a change to 
establish a maximum proportion 
of students at any school that may 
be asked to repeat a grade.

According to the draft regula-
tion, there will be a ban on schools 
retaining students below the fifth 
grade for an extra year at the same 
grade. Meanwhile, grade retention 
after that grade will be limited to 
a certain percentage of total stu-
dents.

The maximum percentage of 
grade retention for both 5th and 
6th grade students is set at 4%, 
and overall junior high students is 
set at 8%. 

Regarding the reason behind 
the new retention system, it was 
suggested the fourth-grade stu-
dents are at the stage of develo-
ping comprehensive and complex 
intelligence, and a mandatory 
retention system won’t be helpful 
for their studies, according to Lou 
Pak Sang, the director of the Edu-
cation and Youth Affairs Bureau 

(DESJ), who was at yesterday’s 
press conference as well.

“Retention brings students 
greater frustration” and may lead 
to disillusionment with the educa-
tion system, added Lou.

However, the government has 
left some room for schools to hold 
students back a year. If a student 
is significantly off progress or re-
cords a below-acceptable atten-

dance rate, negotiations can be 
held between the school and the 
parents to agree on whether the 
child should repeat the year. This 
special retention will not be coun-
ted as part of the stipulated per-
centage.

The ExCo has also discussed a 
draft executive regulation gover-
ning special education.

The number of students recei-

ving special education is growing 
each year. The DSEJ head explai-
ned that it is a good trend be-
cause it means parents are more 
open to ability evaluation. Such 
evaluation can not only tell whe-
ther a child is underdeveloped, 
it can also tell if a child is perfor-
ming above the level of his or her 
peers.

The number of underdevelo-

ped students has reached 1,795 
this year. Also, at the start of this 
academic year, there will be 48 
schools participating in the go-
vernment’s mixed education 
scheme. 

Mixed education is a practi-
ce that encourages integrating 
students with special education 
needs, often abbreviated as SEN, 
into mainstream classrooms.

With the new rules in place, 
only severely challenged studen-
ts will be placed in dedicated se-
ttings. Apart from SEN students, 
top-performing students will also 
be integrated into regular clas-
srooms. However, they can skip 
grades when they are considered 
to be significantly ahead of their 
classmates.

The aim of mixing SEN studen-
ts with mainstream students is to 
allow them to learn from and in-
teract with the society alongside 
everybody else, according to the 
government.

Lou stressed that mechanisms 
are in place, with support from 
professionals, to assess student’s 
ability as top-performing, regular 
or SEN students.

LYNZY VALLES

LAS Vegas Sands (LVS) 
considers Macau its 

biggest upside poten-
tial, however, without 
the relaunch of the In-
dividual Visit Scheme 
(IVS), there is not much 
hope for the casino sec-
tor, said Rob Goldstein, 
president and chief ope-
rating officer of LVS.

Of the three juris-
dictions in which the 
American company 
operates, the executi-
ve expressed the most 
confidence in Macau’s 
market.

“Singapore is so-
mewhere in the middle. 
Vegas is in the deep part 
of the pool. But Macau 
has such potential, we 
believe,” said Goldstein 
during the LVS second 
quarter 2020 earnings 
call held yesterday.

However, the gaming 
operator also fully relies 
on the resurrection of 

the IVS.
Although the 14-day 

quarantine measure 
has been lifted for visi-
tors from Guangdong 
province, there are not 
enough of these visitors 
to boost the city’s eco-
nomy. Goldstein consi-
ders the IVS as critical. 
While Guangdong ope-
ning back up is help-
ful, other provinces will 
need to come back as 
well.

The statements were 
made as the company 
reported an attributable 
net loss of $820 million 
(6.55 billion patacas) in 
the second quarter.

The executive also 
mentioned some sour-
ces say that the IVS, 
when it relaunches, will 
be limited to Guang-
dong and that move-
ment from other provin-
ces will be introduced 
gradually throughout 
the fall.

“We don’t know 

when, but that’s critical. 
Of course, then finally, 
beyond Guangdong, we 
need to see the other 
provinces open as well. 
It’s not really that im-
pactful financially - or 
for the income of Ma-
cau, the quarantine di-
sappearing without a 
resurrection of the IVS,” 
said Goldstein.

For the operator, the 
goal for now is to go 
beyond Guangdong sin-
ce Macau has so many 
provinces that contri-
bute to its income. “So 

we’re very excited about 
the potential when it 
does happen. We’re 
still strong believers in 
the pent-up demand 
theory,” Goldstein re-
marked. 

“The Macau gover-
nment knows that the 
IVS scheme is important 
and that we need that. 
So we’re also hopeful 
that that will take place 
sooner rather than later. 
There’s no guarantee, 
but it’s our hope.” 

Meanwhile, the exe-
cutive reiterated that 

LVS is committed to its 
long-term investment in 
Macau, pledging to grab 
any opportunity to in-
vest “billions of additio-
nal investment dollars 
and extend our contri-
butions to Macau’s di-
versification.”

“We remain unwa-
vering in our commit-
ment to long-term in-
vestment in Macau. The 
scale of our existing and 
ongoing investments 
enables us to play our 
part in supporting the 
local economy of Macau 
today, including our su-
pport of local employ-
ment, as well as our su-
pport for small and me-
dium-size businesses.”

He also said that he 
remains steadfast in his 
belief that Macau has 
the potential to become 
“one of the greatest bu-
siness and leisure tou-
rism destinations in the 
world and the MICE ca-
pital of Asia.”
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Speed cameras 
upgraded to catch 
violators
The avenue from the Taipa exit 
of the Amizade Bridge to the 
Taipa Maritime Terminal will be 
equipped with an upgraded speed 
camera which can consolidate 
images and detect whether a 
vehicle is using the right lane 
when exiting a road. When exiting 
the road, cars in the leftmost lane 
of that avenue should only turn 
left towards the ferry terminal, 
but not turn right to enter the 
roundabout. The upgraded 
camera will be able to detect 
this. Furthermore, in 10 other 
locations – six in the northern 
district and four in central Macau 
– nearly 30 upgraded cameras 
equipped with speed detection 
will monitor traffic lights. The 
system will now be able to detect 
cars driving over speed limit when 
attempting to run through yellow 
lights. All of these systems will be 
in use from July 25.

Gov’t wants to 
resume Continuing 
Education Subsidy 
in August
The Executive Regulation for the 
Continuing Education Subsidy 
Scheme will soon be submitted 
to the Executive Council for 
discussion, Secretary for Social 
Affairs and Culture, Elsie Ao 
Ieong U, has recently announced. 
The Continuing Education 
Subsidy Scheme was introduced 
by the government back in 
2011 to encourage life-long 
learning. In its first iteration, each 
resident was given MOP5,000. 
This was raised to MOP6,000 in 
its last iteration, which ended 
early this year. Ao Ieong added 
that the Education and Youth 
Affairs Bureau is verifying tutors’ 
résumés, courses and venues. It 
has also constructed electronic 
systems for enrolment, roll call 
and inspection. The systems 
are ready and can be used once 
approved.

Sulu Sou urges 
accounts of 
subsidized 
associations be 
publicized
Lawmaker Sulu Sou recently 
submitted a bill on the 
“Disclosure of Accounts by 
Publicly Subsidized Association.” 
He proposed a bill that would 
compel any local association 
that receives public financial 
subsidies higher than an amount 
to be determined by the Chief 
Executive to publish the details 
of its accounts. The requirement 
will, the lawmaker said, create 
better transparency on the use 
of public funds. The bill also 
recommends that the publishing 
of the accounts in one Chinese 
and one Portuguese local 
newspaper be introduced. A 
fine is also suggested for failure 
to publish accounts in a timely 
manner.
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SiNCE at least 2015, the crite-
ria used to evaluate residency 

applications for qualified techni-
cal staff at the Macao Trade and 
Investment Promotion Institute 
(IPIM) has been public and pu-
blished on the bureau’s official 
website.

This fact was presented to the 
court yesterday by Álvaro Ro-
drigues, the defense lawyer of 
former IPIM president Jackson 
Chang. This was then confirmed 
by Hoi Man Kuong, a staff mem-
ber for IPIM’s Residency Applica-
tion and Legal Affairs Division.

“If it has been revealed already 
on the Internet, then it is not a se-
cret anymore,” Hoi said, acknow-
ledging Rodrigues’ question.

Before this was revealed, in 
response to questions from both 
the public prosecutor and the de-
fense lawyers, Hoi confirmed on 
several occasions that the crite-
ria used to evaluate applications 
was confidential and could not 
be disclosed by anyone working 
at IPIM.

Discussions about the confi-
dentiality of IPIM’s criteria began 
earlier in the court session during 
the questioning of the witness by 
the prosecutor. While attempting 
to prove that the information was 
confidential, the public prosecu-
tor showed the witness a report 

he had signed. It concerned an 
internal IPIM discussion about 
whether applicants should be in-
formed of the criteria. 

“We discussed this matter be-
cause there were some people 
that thought that IPIM was not 
transparent enough, and that by 
disclosing the criteria this would 
help. But most people [in IPIM] 
were favorable to the idea of not 
revealing the criteria,” Hoi explai-
ned. He noted that this was the 
opinion expressed in the report 
which was then sent to the Secre-
tary of Economy and Finance.

This revelation was brought 
up again by Icília Berenguel, the 
defense lawyer representing An-
gela Ip, Chang’s wife. Berenguel 
asked the witness if the changes 
to the rules in June 2015, which 
were related to the evaluation of 
the application process, was in-
tended “to tackle the critical voi-
ces” that accused IPIM of lacking 
transparency. Hoi affirmed that 
it was, noting that “it was one of 
the factors,” although he did not 
mention any others.

Berenguel continued to ask 
questions about this as she pre-
sented documents that were part 
of another court case. This case 
noted that there were differen-
ces between the information on 
IPIM’s website about factors that 
would be taken into account in 
the evaluation of an application. 

The website did not disclose the 
importance of each criterion, 
leading the defense lawyers to 
conclude that the confidential 
information only accessible to 
IPIM staff was the weighting of 
each criterion and not the crite-
ria itself. 

The witness did not want to 
comment on this conclusion, 
saying that he did not know and 
he had not participated in estab-
lishing the point system.

Following this, Pedro Leal, 
defense lawyer for former IPIM 
leader Glória Batalha Ung, linked 
this conclusion back to the tes-
timony made by another former 
IPIM president, Irene Lau, on 
Tuesday. Leal asked the witness 
if he was aware that the govern-
ment had placed particular im-
portance on certain economic 
sectors, for example traditional 
Chinese medicine, and called on 
IPIM to prioritize attracting ta-
lents in these areas.

The witness said he was aware 
of this and that he also knew that 
the instructions came as a result 
of the policy address from the 
Chief Executive of that year.

“Yes, it was related to the po-
licy address. We needed to have 
more people in this field [of tra-
ditional Chinese medicine],” Hoi 
said.

When asked who had infor-
med him about this, Hoi said that 

it was the chief of the division, 
and that he was unaware of who 
had informed the chief.

Kuong Kuok On, Wu Sok Wah’s 
defense lawyer, noted that aside 
from the criteria being listed on 
the IPIM website, there was also 
an application that allowed can-
didates to simulate an applica-
tion, with the claim that interes-
ted applicants could hear about 
their results without having to 
submit a formal application to 
IPIM.

Hoi replied that the online 
application would only give an 
approximate result, that it was 
not accurate and did not follow 
the complete evaluation conduc-
ted by IPIM staff, according to the 
documents submitted.

When asked about how much 
the results varied, Hoi said he 
could not answer this question as 
he was not very knowledgeable 
about the system.

The court session yesterday 
also contained a few tense mo-
ments.

At one point, one lawyer di-
rectly asked Hoi for his opinion 
on the work done by the IPIM 
leadership under Chang’s presi-
dency. The witness admitted that 
he had some “divergent points of 
view” with the leadership.

The trial continues today with 
the hearings of more witnesses 
related to the case.

COURTS

IPIM’s ‘secret criteria’ not so secret
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ANDS China Ltd. has 
been undertaking new 
initiatives in support 
of responsible gaming 

as it continues to be one of 
the company’s most important 
strategic actions.

As Macau has grown and 
thrived over the last 20 years, 
it has remained essential for 
integrated resort operators to 
safeguard the wellbeing of Ma-
cao’s locals and visitors by pro-
moting responsible gaming. 

Sands China is proud of the 
dedicated efforts of its team 
members in helping to carry 
out the company’s corpora-
te social responsibility in this 
area.

A total of 440 Sands China 
team members recently parti-
cipated in a new responsible 
gaming training initiative, de-
livered by the Macao Gaming 
Industry Employees Home In-
tegrated Services Centre, the 
Youth Volunteers Association 
of Macao (AJVM), and the You-
ng Men’s Christian Association 
of Macau (YMCA) in May and 
June.

Each full-day training ses-
sion was attended by around 
20 team members from Sands 
China’s Table Games depart-
ment. Sessions were held be-
tween May 12 and June 12.

Attendees participated in 
three activities. The Macao 
Gaming Employees Home In-
tegrated Services Centre offe-
red a responsible gaming the-
med board game, while YMCA 
Macau provided financial 
management training. AJVM 
delivered training on gaming 
myths featuring a responsible 
gaming video and game. 

Team members learned 
about house edge and expe-
rienced the disadvantages of 
gambling disorder in the Ma-
cao Gaming Employees Home 
Integrated Services Centre’s 

workshop.  During AJVM’s 
training, team members lear-
ned about the symptoms of 
gambling disorder, the eight 
attitudes and behaviours of 
responsible gambling, and 
the functions of responsible 
gaming stations and kiosks, 
including how to assist gues-
ts in the preliminary appli-
cation procedure of the self-
-exclusion programme. Team 
members also learned about 
the concepts of financial ma-
nagement, including personal 
financial risk assessment, sa-
vings, and investment in the 
YMCA workshop.

“Sands China Ltd. is very 
thankful for the chance to 
collaborate with these three 
local organisations to present 
responsible gaming training 
to our team members with 
new and more effective me-
thods,” said Dr. Wilfred Wong, 
president of Sands China Ltd. 
“With social responsibili-
ty initiatives like this, we are 
able to more effectively pro-
mote responsible gaming to 
our team members and stren-
gthen their responsible ga-
ming knowledge.”

The recent training initiati-
ve marked the first time Sands 
China had invited the Macao 
Gaming Industry Employees 
Home Integrated Services 
Centre, the Youth Volunteers 
Association of Macao, and 
YMCA Macau to assist in the 
company’s responsible ga-
ming training.

The non-governmental as-
sociations have expressed 
their gratitude towards the 
integrated resort operator, 
appreciating the company’s 
continued commitment to the 
well-being of its guests and the 
local community.

With the goals of contribu-
ting to the continuous develo-
pment of the Macao commu-

nity, bearing corporate social 
responsibility in addressing 
social issues and developing 
an environment and a cultu-
re of responsible gaming in 
Macao, Sands China indeed 
recognizes the importance of 
responsible gaming to the lo-
cal community. Through con-
ducting new responsible ga-
ming training initiatives, the 
company aims to continuously 
promote a strong quality of life 
and foster a positive environ-
ment.

“We would like to thank 
Sands China for inviting us to 
this training to further streng-
then Sands China team mem-
bers’ understanding of res-
ponsible gaming. Participants 
actively asked questions and 
interacted with the instruc-
tors,” said Austin Vong, Presi-
dent of the Youth Volunteers 
Association of Macau.

“We believe that this 
training has a positive effect,” 
adding that he hoped for 
more cooperation opportuni-
ties with Sands China, such as 
practical operation training 
and publicity for responsible 
gaming stations and educa-

tional activities.”
For Pak Kin Pong, Supervi-

sor of the Macao Gaming In-
dustry Employees Home Inte-
grated Services Centre, “The 
training has achieved a satis-
factory outcome.” “Sands Chi-
na team members were able 
to strengthen their understan-
ding of the house advantage 
concept and understand the 
mentality of people with gam-
bling disorder through playing 
games in the class. This em-
pathy and responsible gaming 
knowledge is useful for team 
members to offer assistance to 
those suffering from gambling 
disorder,” said Pak.

“We hope that responsib-
le gaming information and 
knowledge could be further 
extended to team members’ 
family, local community, and 
visitors of Macao,” the super-
visor added.

Meanwhile, Grace Kuan, Se-
cretary General of YMCA Ma-
cau remarked, “We are glad to 
be invited to co-organize fi-
nancial management trainings 
for Sands China team mem-
bers, because wealth manage-
ment is highly related to res-

ponsible gaming concepts and 
behaviors.”

“By learning the concepts of 
financial management in the 
workshop, including personal 
financial risk assessment, sa-
vings, and investment, Sands 
China team members are able 
to better plan for their future,” 
she added.

YMCA Macau has worked 
together with Sands China to 
carry out responsible gaming 
promotions in the community 
for over six years. 

Sands China was the first 
integrated resort operator in 
Macao to launch a self-exclu-
sion programme in 2004, and 
was a pioneer in including res-
ponsible gaming training in its 
company-wide team member 
orientation programme. Sands 
China established its com-
prehensive responsible ga-
ming programme in 2007, with 
the goals of contributing to 
the continuous development 
of the Macau community, bea-
ring corporate responsibility 
in addressing social issues and 
developing an environment 
and a culture of responsible 
gaming in Macao.

Sands China undertakes new 
responsible gaming training initiative

From left: Austin Vong, Grace Kuan and Pak Kin Pong
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HONG Kong reported 
111 locally-transmit-

ted virus cases yesterday 
- its second day of more 
than 100 local infections 
- as the city scrambles to 
boost hospitalization and 
testing capacity in the 
face of its worst outbreak 
ever. 

In addition, seven im-
ported cases were recor-
ded yesterday involving 
persons with travel his-
tory to the Philippines, 
India and Japan.

As of last night, Hong 
Kong had a total of 2,250 
confirmed infections, in-
cluding 15 deaths. Cur-
rently 716 confirmed pa-
tients are hospitalized in 

THE Hong Kong go-
vernment announ-

ced yesterday that the 
quarantine requiremen-
ts for those arriving in 
Hong Kong from main-
land China, Macau and 
Taiwan have been ex-
tended until September 
7. The previous deadline 
for the expiry of the qua-
rantine was August 7.

Meanwhile, similar 
quarantine requiremen-
ts for those arriving from 
anywhere outside of the 
greater China region 
have been extended 

14 hospitals across Hong 
Kong, including 33 in cri-
tical condition and 14 in 
serious condition.

Hong Kong is now re-
quiring masks on public 
transport, in public in-
door areas and at trans-
port terminals as it battles 
a renewed virus outbreak. 
The mask mandate will 
last until Aug. 5 as the 
city strives to break local 
transmission of the virus. 

from September 18 to 
December 31.

Presently, anyone 
who is not a Hong Kong 
resident is barred from 
entering Hong Kong.

A spokesperson for 
the Hong Kong gover-
nment said yesterday 
that the extension of the 
measure did not imply 
that the restrictions im-
posed would necessarily 
be maintained until the 
end of the period. 

“We will also conti-
nue to closely monitor 
the development of 

The neighboring SAR 
reported a record 113 new 
infections on Wednesday, 
of which 105 were locally 
transmitted. Authorities 
were unable to trace the 
source of 63 cases. 

The city is at a “high risk 
of outbreak in communi-
ty” of the coronavirus, with 
health minister Sophia 
Chan appealing to people 
to stay at home as much as 
possible. DB/AGENCIES

the epidemic situation 
and review the various 
measures in place from 
time to time with a view 
to making suitable ad-
justments taking into 
account all relevant fac-
tors,” said the spokes-
man.

The extensions come 
as Hong Kong grapples 
with a third wave of Co-
vid-19 infections. Most 
of the new infections are 
locally-transmitted, but 
authorities have been 
unable to trace their ori-
gin. DB

HONG KONG 

Daily local infections 
remain above 100

HK extends quarantine 
requirements to September 7

Global Times editor warns US 
consulate in HK, Macau could 
be target in diplomatic spat
THE editorial leader of a hyper-

-nationalistic newspaper in 
China is warning that the U.S. 
Consulate General in Hong Kong 
and Macau could face staff cuts 
amid a flare in tensions over the 
forced closure of Beijing’s consu-
late in Houston.

Global Times Editor-in-Chief 
Hu Xijin said that China will likely 
respond to the shuttering of its 
Houston mission with moves that 
inflict more pain on the U.S. than 
just closing its operation in Wuhan 
- including potential cuts to its 
larger Hong Kong consulate. Hu’s 
posts are closely watched as they 
have in the past preceded official 
Chinese government announce-
ments.

The U.S. consulate in the nei-

ghboring region serves both Hong 
Kong and Macau. In accordance 
with the United States–Hong Kong 
Policy Act, the consulate acts as an 
independent mission, reporting 
directly to the U.S. Department of 
State.

“The U.S. has over 1,000 staff 
at the Hong Kong consulate,” Hu, 
the editor of the Communist Par-
ty newspaper, wrote in a post on 
Chinese social media yesterday. 
“What are so many people doing? 
It is obviously a spy center.” Cut-
ting its staff to 100 or 200 people 
could be one of the many options 
available to China, he said.

Hu also wrote that the U.S. 
consulate in Wuhan - the main-
land city at the early epicenter of 
the coronavirus pandemic - has 

already started making prepara-
tions, saying the Chinese mission 
in Houston was only give 72 hou-
rs to close causing great inconve-
nience. He didn’t elaborate or say 
where he got the information.

Closing the Wuhan consulate 
would thus be too easy and the 
U.S. sense of pain would not be 
the same as that felt by Chinese di-
plomats leaving Houston, Hu said.

Shortly after Hu’s comments, 
China’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Wang Wenbin warned the 
U.S. to think “carefully” about 
where their relationship was hea-
ding. 

Wang declined to elaborate 
on China’s retaliation plans only 
repeating Beijing’s vow to “take 
resolute and justified measure to 

ensure our legitimate rights and 
interests.”

The shut down represents one 
of the biggest threats in years to 
relations between the U.S. and 
China, which have worsened in 
recent months on fronts ranging 
from trade to the early handling of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

Wang called the Houston clo-
sure a “serious sabotage” of Chi-
na-U.S. relations and said it was 
“breaking down the friendship 
bridge between the two sides.”

He had pointed out on Wed-
nesday that the number of U.S. 
diplomatic missions and staff in 
China far exceeded that of Chi-
na’s presence in America, before 
saying Beijing would retaliate if 
the U.S. didn’t reverse its decision 

on Houston.
The South China Morning Post 

reported earlier Thursday that 
China would move to close the 
U.S. consulate in the southwest 
city of Chengdu in retaliation for 
the Houston decision, citing a 
source briefed on the decision.

The U.S. consulate in Cheng-
du opened in 1985 and covers 
Sichuan, Yunnan, Guizhou and 
Chongqing in China’s southeas-
tern region. It also covers Tibet, 
whose status as an autonomous 
region of China is a longtime 
thorn in relations between the 
world’s two largest economies.

The Chengdu mission is also 
where former Chongqing city 
police chief Wang Lijun fled in 
2012 with evidence linking the 
family of his boss, the once hi-
gh-flying Bo Xilai, to the dea-
th of British businessman Neil 
Heywood. Those allegations 
touched off a scandal that roiled 
the Chinese political establish-
ment and saw then-Chongqing 
party secretary Bo ousted and 
his wife convicted of Heywood’s 
murder. MDT/BLOOMBERG

The US consulate in Hong Kong, covering both Special Administrative Regions of China
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Beijing cites ‘malicious slander’ as 
Houston consulate closes 
China said “malicious slander” is behind an order by the 
U.S. government to close its consulate in Houston, Texas, 
and maintained yesterday that its officials have never 
operated outside ordinary diplomatic norms. Foreign 
ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said the order to close 
the consulate “violates international law and basic norms 
governing international relations,” and “seriously undermines 
China-U.S. relations.” 
“This is breaking down the bridge of friendship between the 
Chinese and American people,” Wang told reporters at a daily 
briefing.  The order this week to close the consulate, one of 
China’s six missions in the United States, is seen as escalating 
tensions between the world’s two largest economies while 
President Donald Trump steers blame and punitive measures 
against China ahead of the November U.S. election. Beijing has 
said it would take action in response, although Wang gave no 
details. 

UK to open citizenship path to Hong 
Kongers from January
Britain’s government announced that it will open a new special 
pathway to obtaining U.K. citizenship for up to 3 million eligible 
Hong Kongers as of January, taking another step toward 
solidifying a policy denounced by China. In a statement, the 
Home Office said holders of the British National Overseas 
passport and their immediate family members can move to 
the U.K. to work and study. The change to immigration rules 
was introduced after Beijing imposed a new, sweeping national 
security law on Hong Kong. “Today’s announcement shows the 
U.K. is keeping its word: We will not look the other way on Hong 
Kong, and we will not duck our historic responsibilities to its 
people,” British Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab said.

Pompeo says US to expand Arctic role 
to deter Russia, China
U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo said the United States will 
become more active in the Arctic to counter growing Russian 
influence and thwart attempts by China to insert itself into 
the region. During a brief visit to Denmark, Pompeo hailed 
the reopening of the U.S. Consulate in the semi-autonomous 
Danish territory of Greenland and announced a new 
sustainable fisheries and commercial engagement agreement 
with the Faroe Islands, another Danish territory in the North 
Atlantic. “It’s a new day for the United States in Greenland,” 
Pompeo told reporters at a joint news conference with Danish 
Foreign Minister Jeppe Kofod. The U.S. Consulate in Nuuk, 
Greenland’s capital, reopened in June after a decades-long 
hiatus. The move attracted attention because of U.S. President 
Donald Trump’s stated interest last year in purchasing 
Greenland from Denmark.

SAMUEL MCNEIL & 
ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL, 
BEIJING

C
HINA launched its 
most ambitious 
Mars mission yet 
yesterday in a bold 

attempt to join the United 
States in successfully lan-
ding a spacecraft on the red 
planet.

Engines blazing oran-
ge, a Long March-5 carrier 
rocket took off under clear 
skies around 12:40 p.m. 
from Hainan Island, south 
of China’s mainland. Hun-
dreds of space enthusias-
ts cried out excitedly on a 
beach across the bay from 
the launch site.

“This is a kind of hope, 
a kind of strength,” said Li 
Dapeng, co-founder of the 
China branch of the Mars 
Society, an international 
enthusiast group. He wore 
a Mars Society T shirt, and 
was there with his wife, 
11-year-old son and 2,000 
others on the beach to wa-
tch the launch.

Launch commander 
Zhang Xueyu announced to 
cheers in the control room 
that the rocket was flying 
normally about 45 minu-
tes later. “The Mars rover 
has accurately entered the 
scheduled orbit,” he said in 
brief remarks shown live on 
state broadcaster CCTV.

China’s space agency 
said that the rocket carried 
the probe for 36 minutes 
before successfully placing 
it on the looping path that 
will take it beyond Earth’s 
orbit and eventually into 

Mars’ more distant orbit 
around the sun.

Liu Tongjie, spokesman 
for the mission, said in a 
press briefing that the laun-
ch was a “key step of China 
marching towards farther 
deep space.” He said that 
China’s aim wasn’t to com-
pete with other countries, 
but to peacefully explore 
the universe.

It marked the second fli-
ght to Mars this week, after 
a United Arab Emirates or-
biter blasted off on a rocket 
from Japan on Monday. And 
the U.S. is aiming to launch 
Perseverance, its most so-
phisticated Mars rover ever, 
from Cape Canaveral, Flori-
da, next week.

“It’s amazing that ano-
ther nation has launched 
the case for Mars,” said Dr. 
Katarina Miljkovic, a pla-
netary scientist at Curtin 
University in Australia, ad-
ding that the world was no 
longer in a space race. “It’s 
more like this marathon of 
space that we all want to be 
running.”

China’s tandem space-
craft — with both an orbi-
ter and a rover — will take 
seven months to reach 
Mars, like the others. If all 
goes well, Tianwen-1, or 
“quest for heavenly truth,” 
will look for underground 
water, if it’s present, as well 
as evidence of possible an-
cient life.

This isn’t China’s first 
attempt at Mars. In 2011, 
a Chinese orbiter accom-
panying a Russian mission 
was lost when the spacecra-
ft failed to get out of Earth’s 

orbit after launching from 
Kazakhstan, eventually 
burning up in the atmos-
phere. 

This time, China is going 
at it alone. It also is fast-tra-
cking, launching an orbi-
ter and rover on the same 
mission instead of stringing 
them out.

China’s secretive space 
program has developed 
rapidly in recent decades. 
Yang Liwei became the first 
Chinese astronaut in 2003, 
and last year, Chang’e-4 
became the first spacecraft 
from any country to land on 
the far side of the moon. 

Conquering Mars would 
put China in an elite club. 

“There is a whole lot of 
prestige riding on this,” said 
Dean Cheng, an expert on 
Chinese aerospace pro-
grams at the Heritage Fou-
ndation in Washington.

The launch was “gu-
tsy,” said Dr. Jonathan Mc-
Dowell, an astronomer at 
the Harvard-Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics. 
The next challenge is for the 
probe to be “still working 
when it gets to Mars and 
survives entry and landing.”

Landing on Mars is no-
toriously difficult. Only the 
U.S. has successfully lan-
ded a spacecraft on Martian 
soil, doing it eight times sin-
ce 1976. NASA’s InSight and 
Curiosity rovers still operate 
today. Six other spacecra-
ft are exploring Mars from 
orbit: three American, two 
European and one from In-
dia.

Unlike the two other 
Mars missions launching 

this month, China has ti-
ghtly controlled informa-
tion about the program 
— even withholding any 
name for its rover. National 
security concerns led the 
U.S. to curb cooperation 
between NASA and China’s 
space program.

In an article published 
earlier this month in Nature 
Astronomy, mission chief 
engineer Wan Weixing said 
Tianwen-1 would slip into 
orbit around Mars in Fe-
bruary and look for a lan-
ding site on Utopia Planitia 
— a plain where NASA has 
detected possible evidence 
of underground ice. Wan 
died in May from cancer. 

The landing would then 
be attempted in April or 
May, according to the article. 
If all goes well, the 240-kilo-
gram (530-pound) golf cart-
-sized, solar-powered rover 
is expected to operate for 
about three months, and the 
orbiter for two years. 

There is uncertainty 
even after the rover lands 
on Mars, said Liu Tongjie. 
“For instance, if there is 
a sand storm, it needs to 
modify its mode of work to 
prevent sands falling on so-
lar panel, which will affect 
its ability to get energy,” he 
said.

Though small compa-
red to America’s hulking, 
car-sized 1,025-kilogram 
(2,260-pound) Perseveran-
ce, it’s almost twice as big 
as the two rovers China has 
sent to the moon in 2013 
and 2019. Perseverance is 
expected to operate for at 
least two years.  AP

China launches ambitious 
attempt to land rover on Mars
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The United States 
Supreme Court has 
ordered President 
Nixon to surrender 
tape recordings of 
White House con-
versations about the 
Watergate affair.

Giving the judge-
ment to a packed 
and hushed cour-
troom, Chief Justi-
ce Warren E. Burger 
said the court rejected Mr Nixon’s claims of executive 
privilege.

Instead, he said they “must yield to the demonstra-
ted, specific need for evidence in a pending criminal 
trial”.

The president said he was “disappointed” by the de-
cision, but would comply with the ruling.

The White House has already released edited trans-
cripts of the tapes, which cover 64 conversations made 
between June 1972 and April of this year.

But President Nixon has until now refused to comply 
with a court order awarded to Leon Jaworski, the spe-
cial prosecutor in the Watergate investigation, requi-
ring him to produce the tapes themselves.

Mr Jaworski alleges the tapes implicate the president 
himself in covering up a break-in at the Watergate ho-
tel headquarters of the Democratic National Commit-
tee during the election campaign in 1972.

The burglars were caught rifling through confidential 
papers and bugging the office of President Nixon’s po-
litical opponents.

The tapes will now be available for use as evidence in 
the trial of some of the president’s closest aides, due 
to take place in September.

It is likely to take several weeks to produce transcripts 
of the tapes, so they will not be available in time to be 
used during the House of Representatives’ Judiciary 
Committee debate on impeachment, which began 
this evening.

However, the timing of the Supreme Court decision 
just hours before the debate began, as well as the fact 
that all eight judges voted unanimously, is likely to have 
a strong influence on the impeachment process.

If the committee decides to recommend impeaching 
the president, the matter goes to the full House for de-
bate.

If the House agrees, President Nixon could face an 
impeachment trial before the Senate - the first such 
trial in over a century. 

Courtesy BBC News

1974 NixoN ‘must haNd over 
               Watergate tapes’

In context

When the tapes were finally released, more than 18 
minutes of a crucial meeting were found to be missing.
The official explanation was that the president’s sec-
retary had accidentally erased it by pressing the wrong 
foot-pedal while answering the phone.
On 27 July, the House Judiciary Committee voted to 
recommend that the president be impeached and re-
moved from office.
But before the House debate on his impeachment could 
begin, President Nixon resigned.
Richard Nixon’s successor, Gerald Ford, formally par-
doned him just two months after coming into power, 
saving him from possible prosecution.
But the five Watergate burglars and two co-plotters, 
former White House staff member G. Gordon Liddy and 
Howard Hunt, were jailed.
In total 40 government officials were either indicted or 
jailed.
Nixon eventually re-established himself as a respected 
statesman. He died in 1994.
In June 2005, former FBI deputy head Mark Felt was 
revealed to be the anonymous source “Deep Throat”, 
who helped Washington Post reporters Bob Woodward 
and Carl Bernstein uncover the Watergate affair. 

this day in historyVirus antibodies fade fast but 
not necessarily protection
N

EW research sug-
gests that antibo-
dies the immune 
system makes to 

fight the new coronavirus 
may only last a few months 
in people with mild illness, 
but that doesn’t mean pro-
tection also is gone or that it 
won’t be possible to develop 
an effective vaccine.

“Infection with this coro-
navirus does not necessarily 
generate lifetime immunity,” 
but antibodies are only part 
of the story, said Dr. Buddy 
Creech, an infectious disea-
se specialist at Vanderbilt 
University. He had no role 
in the work, published this 
week in the New England 
Journal of Medicine.

The immune system 
remembers how to make 
fresh antibodies if needed 
and other parts of it also can 
mount an attack, he said.

Antibodies are proteins 
that white blood cells called 
B cells make to bind to the 
virus and help eliminate it. 
The earliest ones are fairly 
crude but as infection goes 
on, the immune system be-
comes trained to focus its 
attack and to make more 
precise antibodies.

Dr. Otto Yang and others 
at the University of Califor-
nia, Los Angeles, measured 
these more precise antibo-
dies in 30 patients diagno-

NORTH Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un has ins-

pected a new chicken farm 
being built in a county sou-
th of capital Pyongyang and 
called for improvements to 
what he described as an ou-
tdated poultry industry, state 
media said yesterday. 

The North’s official Ko-
rean Central News Agen-
cy didn’t say exactly when 
Kim made the trip to the 
construction site in Hwan-
gju. The report didn’t men-
tion any comments by Kim 
about U.S.-led international 
sanctions over his nuclear 
weapons program, which 
have increased pressure 
on the North’s broken eco-
nomy. 

On Monday, the KCNA 
said that Kim visited the 
construction site of a 
showpiece hospital in Pyon-
gyang and berated officials 

sed with COVID-19 and four 
housemates presumed to 
have the disease. Their ave-
rage age was 43 and most 
had mild symptoms.

Researchers found that 
the antibodies had a half-life 
of 36 days, which means that 
half of them would be gone 
after that much time. It do-
vetails with a previous report 
from China also suggesting 
antibodies quickly fade.

The results “call for cau-
tion regarding antibody-ba-
sed ‘immunity passports,’ 
herd immunity, and perhaps 
vaccine durability,” the Cali-
fornia authors write. 

That’s true, Creech said, 

over poor planning and 
budget management. His 
comments possibly indica-
ted that the country is strug-
gling to secure supplies amid 
sanctions and a coronavirus 
lockdown.

Kim appeared to be in a 
better mood at the chicken 
farm. The KCNA quoted 
Kim as saying that the faci-
lity, which will be producing 
“thousands of tons of deli-

but other parts of the immu-
ne system also help confer 
protection. Besides chur-
ning out antibodies, B cells 
develop a memory so they 
know how to do that again if 
needed.

“They would get called 
into action very quickly 
when there’s a new exposure 
to the virus. It’s as if they lie 
dormant, just waiting,” he 
said.

Other white blood cells 
called T cells also are better 
able to attack the virus the 
next time they see it, Creech 
said.

Although circulating an-
tibodies may not last long, 

cious and quality meat and 
tens of millions of tasty and 
quality eggs every year,” will 
make “significant contribu-
tions to the dietary life” of his 
people.

He described the facility 
as a model for modernizing 
chicken farms in the rest of 
the country, which he des-
cribed as “backward” and 
mostly more than two deca-
des old.

what we need to know is 
if and how people remake 
antibodies if exposed to the 
coronavirus again and if 
they protect against another 
infection, Alison Criss, an 
immunologist at the Uni-
versity of Virginia, wrote in 
an email. “We also need to 
know if there is a protective 
T cell response” that rea-
ppears.

Vaccines, which provoke 
the immune system to make 
antibodies, might give lon-
ger-lasting protection than 
natural infection because 
they use purified versions of 
what stimulates that respon-
se, she noted.  AP

North Korea has been 
dealing with chronic food 
shortages for decades, a pro-
blem compounded by years 
of policy failures, an outda-
ted farming sector heavily 
dependent on fertilizers and 
foreign aid, and internatio-
nal sanctions. 

International organiza-
tions say average North Ko-
reans are consuming signifi-
cantly less calories than their 
daily needs and that their 
diet particularly lacks meat, 
milk and other sources of 
protein and fat.

Experts say the COVID-19 
crisis likely thwarted some of 
Kim’s major economic goals 
by forcing the country into a 
lockdown that shut the bor-
der with China, its major ally 
and economic lifeline, and 
potentially hampered his 
ability to mobilize people for 
labor. AP

NORTH KOREA
Kim visits chicken farm, calls for improvements

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un visits a new chicken farm being built 
in Hwangju County, North Korea
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Continue; 5- Blame; 8- Galoots; 12- ___ Domini; 13- Tint; 15- Soft 

cheese; 16- Goes out with; 17- Pass into disuse; 18- First-class; 19- Association; 
22- Sawbuck; 23- “Michael Collins” actor; 24- Movable barrier; 26- Pines; 29- 
Add vitamins to flour, e.g.; 31- Curse; 32- Affairs of honor; 34- Hitching post?; 
36- South American Indian; 38- Golfer Calvin; 40- Country singer McCann; 
41- Inscribed pillar; 43- Judges; 45- ___ out (relax); 46- Empire State capital; 
48- Brooding hen; 50- Emit coherent light; 51- O.T. book; 52- “___ Ventura” was 
played by Jim Carrey; 54- Pottery of hardened clay; 61- Radius neighbor; 63- Up; 
64- A Baldwin brother; 65- Pier; 66- Square one; 67- Impulsive; 68- Inkling; 69- 
100 square meters; 70- Bandleader Puente;
 
DOWN: 1- Breathe convulsively; 2- Fit for service; 3- Doozy; 4- Cosa ___; 5- 
Laugh loudly; 6- Swiss peaks; 7- Ritzy; 8- Attorney’s org.; 9- Tending to guard; 
10- Mozart’s “___ kleine Nachtmusik”; 
11- Witnessed; 13- Make a killing; 
14- Monarch’s rule; 20- Dweeb; 21- 
Graph prefix; 25- Work the soil; 26- 
Gossipmonger; 27- Eminence; 28- 
Squalid; 29- Politico Kefauver; 30- More 
robust; 31- “___ and hers”; 33- Shelter; 
35- Old cloth; 37- Jessica of “Dark 
Angel”; 39- Distinguished; 42- Smooth 
sailing; 44- Type of gun; 47- Approaches; 
49- Frustrate; 52- Autobahn auto; 53- 
Lump of earth; 55- Comic Rudner; 56- 
Boris Godunov, for one; 57- In this place; 
58- Jai ___; 59- Repose; 60- Bounce 
back; 62- Alias letters;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It always pays to plan ahead - an 
upcoming journey or event will be 
much more enjoyable if  you take 
a little bit of  time to make sure 
you know where you’re going, 
how you’re going to get there.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Try not to act surprised when 
you receive some positive 
feedback from an unlikely 
source today. People in power 
have been noticing you in a new 
light.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Working with other people will be 
very interesting and stimulating 
for you today - you’ll be exposed 
to more than one new point 
of  view regarding a topic you 
thought was old-hat.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
If  you are working closely with 
someone else or are moving 
closer, emotionally, to a friend, be 
mindful that the two of  you will 
not always be on the exact same 
wavelength.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your self-esteem could be a tricky 
thing to negotiate right now. As 
you build it, you could have a hard 
time balancing a healthy sense of  
pride with an appropriate level of  
humility.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Give concrete examples of  where 
they fell short - and don’t forget to 
let them know the ways that they 
blew you out of  the water! Be sure 
that you communicate to them how 
much you know they are capable of.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Sometimes, it’s easier to have 
fun when you are not trying so 
hard to have fun. In other words: 
Relax! If  you’re bored, don’t put 
too much effort into planning 
something that will entertain you.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Unguarded communication will 
be very fruitful today - expect 
quite a few sparks to be ignited 
when people deliver unexpected 
outbursts! This is a new era of  
freedom in your life...

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You will be asked to get involved 
with several different groups of  
people today - accept each and 
every opportunity. You could 
end up being the crucial voice of  
reason in each of  them!

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Change is usually a good thing in 
your life - it’s smart to mix things 
up and keep yourself  on your 
toes! But today, be very careful 
that you do not veer too far from 
your usual routine.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Are you getting caught up in 
someone else’s dreams or life 
goals? To make sure you’re not 
losing sight of  what you want out 
of  life, do something today that is 
just for your own benefit.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Today, your high energy will 
be useful in helping a poorly-
positioned friend. Just by being 
around you, this person will get a 
new lease on life and start seeing 
things a lot more positively.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu

The Dundee 1200M race
2020-07-26 | Sun | 16:10

THE strong trail of Mission GDragon (pictured) and Partners› 
Fortune from Pat Lee›s yard were very impressive down at the 

straight earlier this week; both horses ran strong and solid especially 
Mission GDragon ridden by F. Henrique. I like what I saw in this pie-
ce of work. Partners’ Fortune also ran vigorously along side Mission 
GDragon. Mission GDragon will race this Sunday carrying 118 lbs 
and has a favourable draw in barrier 4, he will also be ridden by F. 
Henrique in this small field race. Although Mission GDragon is a 7 
years old horse but looking at his past form and trail he can still be 
full of merits and competitive in a race such as this one on Sunday. 
He won his last 1200m race leaded in front with no challenge from 
the field, the race before also a 1200m race, he was slow at the start 
and got blocked at the straight but still managed to grab the close 
4th. Mission GDragon should find this race on Sunday winnable.

Race 3 No.6 Mission GDragon   Win & Place

LULU YILUN CHEN

J
ACK Ma’s timing is frequently 
spot-on. Now, he’s signaling 
to a host of Chinese startups 
it’s time to race ahead with 

multi-billion-dollar stock sales 
before the coronavirus pandemic 
or trade war does more damage to 
the global economy.

Ant Group, Ma’s financial servi-
ces juggernaut, is seeking to raise 
about $10 billion in Hong Kong 
and potentially more in Shanghai 
for its initial public offering. That 
decision is likely to encourage 
smaller brethren to accelerate 
their own public debuts, catching 
markets at multi-year peaks and 
avoiding longer-term uncertain-
ty. China has birthed more than 
a hundred startups valued at $1 
billion or more in recent years, led 
by TikTok-parent ByteDance Ltd. 
and ride-hailing giant Didi Chu-
xing.

“The economy has its own 
timeline. Right now liquidity is 
available, but the Chinese and 
global economies are fraught 
with risk,” argues Brock Silvers, 
chief investment officer for Ada-
mas Asset Management Ltd. in 
Hong Kong. “Everyone thus wan-
ts to strike now, while the iron is 
hot.”

Chinese companies have rai-
sed $36 billion of share sales this 
year in Hong Kong alone and Ant’s 
IPO is almost certain to push that 
total past $45 billion. That raises 
questions over whether the grea-
ter China market is deep enough 
to sustain a flood of listings. Like 
a summer Hollywood blockbuster 
steamrolling smaller films, Ant’s 
enormous undertaking threatens 
to overshadow even the largest 
would-be debutantes.

Bankers and investors say the-
re’s no lack of eager buyers, at 
least for now. Ant is riding a swell 
of interest in the world’s No. 2 
economy, which has sprung back 
faster than anticipated from the 
pandemic. A series of spectacu-

lar summer debuts - chipmaker 
Semiconductor Manufacturing 
International Corp. tripled on 
opening day - demonstrate there’s 
ample money chasing outsized 
returns in an era of highly volatile 
markets.

At least a dozen corporations 
are seeking to tap the well: Chinese 
search leader Baidu Inc. and Ctrip 
are said to be exploring secondary 
listings in Hong Kong. ByteDan-
ce, owner of viral video sensation 
TikTok, is a possible contender. 
Local media report Didi is about 
to kickstart its own IPO process in 
Hong Kong, though a spokeswo-
man denied that Wednesday. UBS 
estimates 42 U.S.-traded Chinese 
firms are qualified to list in Hong 
Kong over the next 12 months 

and could raise an estimated $27 
billion assuming a 5% float.

Ant will be the largest of that 
cohort, a potentially $200 billion-
-plus first-timer that’s likely to 
dwarf all peers apart from major 
backer Alibaba Group Holding 
Ltd. and arch-foe Tencent Hol-
dings Ltd. Depending on when 
Ant floats - it could be a matter of 
months if everything goes smoo-
thly - some may seek to get in 
ahead of the financial services ti-
tan or make sure they debut well 
after liquidity loosens again.

“With China being the only 
major economy to offer clear 
growth prospects, the appetite for 
China related securities will only 
increase,” said Andy Mok, senior 
research fellow at the Center for 

China and Globalization. “Despi-
te the large size of the Ant IPO, the 
pool of liquidity seeking accepta-
ble returns is even larger.”

Hong Kong and Shanghai have 
become red-hot IPO destinations 
in 2020, hosting household na-
mes from JD.com Inc. to SMIC in 
a span of months. China’s biggest 
corporations are selling stock clo-
ser to home after a proposed U.S. 
bill threatened to force its com-
panies to delist from New York 
by imposing stricter disclosure 
requirements - a prospect that 
looks increasingly plausible as 
the Trump administration amps 
up action against its geopolitical 
rival. That will only contribute to 
the impending deluge.

Ant’s float will create other 

unwelcome ripple effects. Share 
sales from Meituan, JD.com and 
Netease Inc. have all strained 
available capital and triggered 
consequent spikes in the Hong 
Kong dollar. Demand for the cur-
rency had already begun to swell 
Tuesday - before Ant has even had 
a chance to pin down a timefra-
me.

“There could be liquidity pres-
sure in the short term,” said Julia 
Pan, a Shanghai-based analyst 
with UOB Kay Hian. “It’s likely 
for example that people will sell 
some of their shares in Alibaba to 
buy Ant.”

There’re signs the city may not 
be fully equipped to handle the 
deluge. Since last year’s $13 billion 
secondary listing, Alibaba’s Hong 
Kong stock has drawn just a frac-
tion of the trading activity it typi-
cally generates in New York, partly 
due to a local stamp duty that cur-
bs high frequency trading. While 
the city led the world in listings 
last year, volume on the exchange 
is just about a quarter of its U.S. 
peers in dollar terms.

Longer term, a growing roster 
of bona fide tech giants can only 
benefit the city’s exchange, diver-
sifying its investment base while 
finally helping it fulfill its ambi-
tion of becoming the go-to des-
tination for a new generation of 
technology enterprises. The Hong 
Kong exchange is now pushing 
out a series of efforts to increase 
liquidity and turnover.

“While there might be liqui-
dity pressure in the short term 
when Ant lists, it’s a good thing 
for Hong Kong in the longer run,” 
said Hong Kong-based Bernstein 
analyst David Dai. BLOOMBERG

Jack Ma is telling China’s startup 
founders it’s time to go public
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Trump admin $21M gambit for Pepcid 
as a Covid-19 remedy fizzles

As the coronavirus began its deadly march through the world, two 
well-respected American doctors identified a possible remedy: Pep-
cid, the heartburn medication found on drugstore shelves everywhe-
re.

There were no published data or studies to suggest that famotidine, 
the active ingredient in Pepcid, would be effective against the novel co-
ronavirus.

And in early April, when government scientists learned of a proposal 
to spend millions in federal research funding to study Pepcid, they fou-
nd it laughable, according to interviews, a whistleblower complaint and 

internal government records obtained by AP.
But that didn’t stop the Trump administration from granting a $21 

million emergency contract to researchers trying it out on ailing pa-
tients. The FDA gave the clinical trial speedy approval even as a top 
agency official worried that the proposed daily injections of high do-
ses of famotidine for already sick patients pushed safety “to the limi-
ts.” 

That contract is now under scrutiny after a government whistleblower 
accused a senior administration official of rushing the deal through wi-
thout the scientific oversight necessary for such a large federal award. 

OPINION
World Views
Andrea Felsted, Bloomberg

Australia Wearing masks 
became compulsory in 
Australia’s second-largest 
city, Melbourne, as hot spot 
Victoria state posted 403 new 
cases and five deaths. Much 
of the spread is blamed on 
sick workers who do not take 
time off from their jobs while 
they wait for coronavirus test 
results. The wait for those 
results has usually been two 
days. 

Malaysia will make wearing 
masks mandatory in crowded 
public areas and on public 
transportation from August 
to prevent flareups in 
coronavirus infections. Those 
who fail to comply will face 
fines of 1,000 ringgit ($235). 
He said virus cases appear to 
be creeping higher, with many 
people and businesses lax in 
observing social distancing 
and health safety measures. 
Daily infections have risen to 
double digits since Malaysia 
reopened its economy.

USA California will spend 
another $315 million on 
protective masks through 
a contract with a Chinese 
manufacturer. Gov. Gavin 
Newsom announced the 
deal with BYD as he touted 
California’s efforts to procure 
masks for health care and 
other essential workers. 
Newsom signed a $1 billion 
contract with BYD in April and 
the first masks began arriving 
last month after delays. 

Thailand Nine Buddhist 
monks at a temple north of 
Bangkok chanted prayers and 
paper flowers were placed 
in front of Si Ouey’s coffin, 
which was then moved to 
the crematorium, where 
the head of the Corrections 
Department lit the fire. 
Hospital officials as well as 
residents of a town where the 
1980s serial-killer once lived 
looked on.  
More on macaudailytimes.com

Greece warned yesterday it 
will do “whatever is necessary” 
to defend its sovereign 
rights in response to plans 
by neighboring Turkey to 
proceed with an oil-and-gas 
research mission south of 
Greek islands in the eastern 
Mediterranean. The dispute 
over seabed mineral rights 
has led to increased navy 
deployments by both NATO 
members in the region, where 
a Turkish research vessel, the 
Oruc Reis, is being prepared 
for a survey mission.
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Brandy and gin are  
the perfect drinks  
in a pandemic

Lockdown has us all reaching for the 
brandy. That’s a tonic for high-end liquor 
makers, but a worry for brewers of mains-
tream beers.

French spirits group Remy Cointreau SA said 
this week that its first-half profit wouldn’t 
plunge as much as it initially feared, thanks to 
consumers in the U.S., U.K. and Australia mi-
xing more drinks at home. Similarly, Fevertree 
Drinks Plc, which makes popular mixers such 
as elderflower tonic water and smoky ginger 
ale, said last week that its sales through retai-
lers rose by just over a third in the U.K. in the 
12 weeks to June 14.

As bars, pubs and restaurants shut down, 
Americans and Brits wanting a tipple had 
little choice but to sip in their living rooms, 
gardens and balconies. Instead of pouring a 
quick beer after work, however, come 5:30 or 
6 p.m. many would try their hand at crafting 
a Negroni or an Aperol spritz. Perhaps they 
even had time to bring out that bottle of ver-
mouth last seen a few holidays ago and expe-
riment with new creations.  

It helps that the appetite for cocktails has 
grown in recent years, as many consumers, 
particularly younger Americans, have turned 
away from mass-market beer and toward dif-
ferent drinks, including spirits. Ever more fo-
cused on healthy living, they prefer to drink 
less alcohol, but make it premium.

During the pandemic, Remy Cointreau pivo-
ted its marketing toward home drinking, offe-
ring online master classes from bartenders on 
how to mix inspired cocktails. Its efforts, and 
those of rival Diageo Plc, got a boost from a 
range of influencers and celebrities, such as 
“Bridesmaids” director Paul Feig, who started 
hosting virtual cocktail hours of their own. 

Now mixing a drink at home has become a 
special occasion — a moment of indulgen-
ce, a way to socialize and an excuse to swap 
sweatpants for something smarter.

It’s no surprise that Cointreau, an ingre-
dient in the Margarita, the Sidecar and the 
Cosmopolitan, has been the star performer 
for the company this year. The spirit’s retail 
sales have managed to offset lost sales in bars 
and pubs. But across the group’s portfolio, the 
thirst for homemade concoctions can’t fully 
make up for the decline in liquor sales throu-
gh restaurants, bars and travel retail — ve-
nues where people are more inclined to trade 
up to a pricier tipple and where demand has 
mostly collapsed.

Despite the better-than-expected perfor-
mance, Remy Cointreau’s first-half operating 
profits are still projected to fall by between 
35% and 40% from the same time last year.

The situation for beer brewers is likely to be 
even worse. Consumers not only trade down 
when drinking beer at home, they often choo-
se the cheapest option in the supermarket. 
After years of slowing growth for mainstream 
beer brands, that’s more bad news for the likes 
of heavily indebted brewer Anheuser-Busch 
InBev SA. Meanwhile, the picture for wine is 
mixed: Demand has stalled in the U.S. and 
U.K. over the past couple of years, but it looks 
to have gotten a lift from lockdown.

Profit pressures should ease as more bars 
and restaurants reopen. But amid rising 
unemployment, some consumers may rein 
in their spending wherever they choose to 
drink. Others may still be nervous about ven-
turing out, further entrenching the trend for 
home drinking.

The garden gin-and-tonic may be a feature 
for some time yet.

ON THE ROAD TO THE WHITE HOUSE

Joe Biden calls Trump 
the country’s ‘first’ 
racist president
WILL WEISSERT, 
WASHINGTON

JOE Biden said yesterday 
[Macau time] that Presi-

dent Donald Trump was the 
country’s “first” racist presi-
dent.

The presumptive Demo-
cratic presidential nominee’s 
comments came during a 
virtual town hall organized 
by the Service Employees 
International Union. When a 
questioner complained of ra-
cism surrounding the coro-
navirus outbreak and men-
tioned the president refer-
ring to it as the “China virus,” 
Biden responded by blasting 
Trump and “his spread of ra-
cism.” 

“The way he deals with 
people based on the color 
of their skin, their national 
origin, where they’re from, 
is absolutely sickening,” the 
former vice president said. 
“No sitting president has ever 
done this. Never, never, ne-
ver. No Republican president 
has done this. No Demo-
cratic president. We’ve had 
racists, and they’ve existed. 
They’ve tried to get elected 
president. He’s the first one 
that has.”

Biden also suggested that 
Trump is using race “as a 
wedge” to distract from his 
mishandling of the pande-
mic. 

Many presidents — inclu-
ding the nation’s first, George 

Washington — owned slaves.
President Woodrow Wil-

son, the country’s 28th pre-
sident, is having his name re-
moved  from Princeton Uni-
versity’s public policy school 
after recent protests against 
institutional racism and poli-
ce brutality. Wilson, who ser-
ved in the early 20th century, 
supported segregation and 
imposed it on several federal 
agencies.

At a White House brie-
fing later, Trump responded 
to a question about Biden’s 
comments by pointing to his 
administration’s efforts pas-
sing criminal justice reform 
legislation and expanding 
opportunity zones, as well 
as the low unemployment 
numbers for minority groups 
before the coronavirus ou-
tbreak.

“I’ve done more for Bla-
ck Americans than anybody 
with the possible of excep-
tion of Abraham Lincoln,” 
the president said. “Nobody 
has even been close.” 

Katrina Pierson, a senior 
adviser for Trump’s reelec-
tion campaign, said in a sta-
tement that “no one should 
take lectures on racial justice 
from Joe Biden.”

Biden has vowed that, 
if elected, he will begin ad-
dressing institutional racism 
within his first 100 days of 
taking office. This was not 
the first time he’s suggested 
Trump’s actions were racist. 

Biden has built his cam-
paign around the election 
being a “battle for the soul of 
the nation” and says he felt 
compelled to run for presi-
dent after he saw Trump res-
pond to a deadly 2017 white 
supremacist attack on coun-
terprotesters in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, by saying there 
were “some very fine people” 
on both sides.

When Trump said last year 
that four Democratic con-
gresswomen of color should 
“go back” to their countries, 
Biden called it a “flat, racist 
attack.”  AP

Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden

The wall. A woman wears a face mask to help curb the spread of the new coronavirus past a coronavirus 
awareness mural at Rawa Pasung village in Bekasi on the outskirts of Jakarta, Indonesia, yesterday.

AP Photo/Achmad Ibrahim THE DECISIVE MOMENT


