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A FIRE THAT BROKE OUT AT THE MACAU 
MUSEUM HAS CAUSED NO INJURIES 

AND DID NOT DAMAGE THE HISTORIC 
MATERIALS STORED WITHIN

THE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY HASTILY 
CALLED A PRESS CONFERENCE 

YESTERDAY TO DEFEND ITS DECISION TO 
CUT THE FREQUENCY OF BUS SERVICES P4 P2 P2
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South Korean 
prosecutors arrested 
the elderly leader of 
a secretive religious 
sect Saturday as part 
of an investigation 
into allegations that 
the church hampered 
the government’s 
anti-virus response 
after thousands of 
worshippers were 
infected in February 
and March. Prosecutors 
in the central city of 
Suwaon have been 
questioning 88-year-old 
Lee Man-hee, chairman 
of the Shincheonji 
Church of Jesus, over 
charges that the church 
hid some members 
and underreported 
gatherings to avoid 
broader quarantines.

Philippines  Coronavirus 
infections in the 
Philippines surged past 
100,000 yesterday in 
a troubling milestone 
after medical groups 
declared that the 
country was waging “a 
losing battle” against 
the virus and asked the 
president to reimpose a 
lockdown in the capital. 
The Department of 
Health reported a 
record-high daily tally 
of 5,032, bringing the 
total confirmed cases in 
the country to 103,185, 
including more than 
2,000 deaths.

Afghanistan  Flash 
flooding in eastern 
Afghanistan killed at 
least 16 people after 
heavy rains swept parts 
of a mountainous area. 
Heavy floods hit the 
Khewa district, said 
Attaullah Khogyani, 
spokesman for the 
governor of Nangarharn 
province. He added 
that four others 
were wounded in the 
incident.
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LABOR CHIEF CLAIMS 
REDUNDANCIES NOT A 

GROWING PROBLEM

Hong 
Kong 
to treat 

third wave 
patients 
at new 

makeshift 
hospital
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GO HENGQIN TOURS
Macao Ready Go! Local Tours will soon stretch across the border
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MACAU gaming reve-
nue plunged by more 

than 90% for a fourth straight 
month, as the suspension of 
tourist visas for mainland re-
sidents continued to deprive 
the gambling hub of its big-
gest source of clients.

Gross gaming revenue was 
1.34 billion patacas ($168 
million) in July, down 94.5% 
from a year earlier, according 
to data from the Gaming Ins-
pection and Coordination 
Bureau. It was in line with the 
median analyst estimate of a 
95% decline and follows a re-
cord 97% drop in June.

Year-to-date revenue now 
sits at just over 35 billion pa-
tacas, down by 79.8% compa-
red to a year earlier. Almost 
two-thirds of 2020 revenue 

RENATO MARQUES

A fire that broke out at the Ma-
cau Museum on Friday eve-

ning had no consequences for the 
historic materials stored within, 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 
has said. The evaluation of the 
premises was undertaken after 
the Fire Services (CB) intervened 
to tackle the flames.

According to information cir-
culated by local media, the fire 
was limited to the museum’s ad-
ministration building, and did 
not affect the structure of the bui-
lding, nor the valuable content 
stored or on display at the venue.

According to the reports of the se-
curity authorities, the fire broke out 
on the ground floor of the building a 
few minutes before midnight.

A security guard of the mu-
seum called the emergency line 
to report the fire and triggered the 
alarm.

was earned in January alone, 
before the economic impact 
of the coronavirus was felt in 
Macau.

While most activities in 
the city have already resu-
med, the gaming recovery has 
been stalled by shut borders, 
preventing casual gamblers 
as well as high-stakes players 
from the mainland from rea-
ching the city’s casinos. 

Prior to Covid-19, gaming 
revenues were already in re-
treat and Macau had already 
entered technical recession.

Gaming revenue has now 
dropped for 10 consecuti-
ve months, hurt by additio-
nal headwinds including a 
weakened Chinese economy 
and tensions in Hong Kong 
that disrupted mainland tour 

According to a report from 
the CB, the firemen deployed 
to the scene had no difficulties 
in extinguishing the fire, as they 
found that most parts of the 
task had been done already by 
the anti-fire system of the ve-
nue, which acted as intended, 
releasing water from the ceiling 
sprinklers in the room where the 
fire started.

The origin of the fire is still 
unknown, but suspected to be 
due an electrical short-circuit. 

No people were injured and 
there were no significant losses 
to report from the small fire.

The fire caused the museum 
to be closed until further notice 
for further inspections that aim 
to ensure the safety of the public 
and museum exhibits as well as 
due to the need to clean and dry 
the exhibition areas located on 
the first and second floors that 
were affected by water.

groups normally bound for 
combined Macau and Hong 
Kong visits.

The outlook is brightening 
as China is gradually easing 
some restrictions. In mid-July, 
Guangdong province lifted 
quarantine requirements for 
travelers returning from nei-
ghboring Macau. However, 
the real lever will be the In-
dividual Visit Scheme (IVS), 
which remains suspended at 
present. Analysts are hoping 
China will resume the IVS and 
other travel visas to Macau 
this month or next.

The Bloomberg Intelligen-
ce index of Macau casino ope-
rators rose 0.3% in July. The 
benchmark Hang Sang Index 
advanced 0.7% in the same 
period. DB/BLOOMBERG

Gaming revenue falls 94.5% 
as visa ban thwarts recovery

Museum fire did not 
damage historic materials

Labor authority claims redundancies, 
missing salaries not a growing problem
JULIE ZHU

THE Labour Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL) says it has no record 

of any serious situations regarding 
unemployment disputes. 

During Friday’s Legislative 
Assembly (AL) plenary mee-
ting, local workers advocate and 
lawmaker Ella Lei complained 
that the Macau government is not 
protecting resident workers and 
has defended them even less than 
usual during the Covid-19 pande-
mic. Lei also remarked that many 
companies owe workers wages 
and that some local workers have 
been fired groundlessly. 

However, the head of the labour 
authority disagreed with Lei. 

According to DSAL Director 
Wong Chi Hong, in the first half 
of this year, the bureau recorded 
661 employment dispute cases 
concerning 1,332 people, repre-
senting a 22% decrease compa-
red to the same period of 2019. 
Among the more than 600 cases, 
390 were complaints about due 
salaries and dismissals, and they 
involved a combined 807 people, 
about 23% fewer than in the first 
half of 2019.

Based on these numbers, Wong 
concluded that “the situation con-
cerning due salaries and the dis-
missal situation is not serious.” 

Macau’s law prescribes that wi-
thholding employees’ salaries is 
subjected to a fine of 20,000 pata-
cas up to 50,000 patacas for each 
worker. The fine can be substituted 
by imprisonment in some cases.

Companies financially unab-
le to pay workers their salaries, 
whose legitimacy is verified by the 

DSAL, will be helped by the labour 
department to apply for financial 
help from government funds to 
pay the due wages. 

As of May, Macau has approxi-
mately 189,000 blue card workers, 
over 7,200 fewer than at the end of 
2019, mostly from the hospitality, 
construction, and retail sectors. 

In the first half of 2020, a total of 
2,868 Macau residents applied for 
unemployment subsidies. These 
workers were from the gaming 

industry, retail industry, construc-
tion sector, catering sector and the 
tourism industry. 

The labor authority said that 
the city has maintained an 80% 
approval rate in terms of blue 
cards applications, even during 
the pandemic. As explained by the 
government representative, non-
-local workers are scattered across 
various sectors, which exhibit de-
mand for non-resident labour.  

Earlier in April, the government 

used public money to help em-
ployees by paying a lump sum of 
15,000 patacas to each eligible lo-
cal resident.  

Lawmaker Au Kam San asked 
about government’s financial su-
pport for unemployed workers, 
apart from the 15,000 patacas. 
José Pereira Coutinho wondered 
whether the government can ex-
tend waiving water and electricity 
bills for a longer period. 

The Director of the Financial 
Services Bureau (DSF), Iong Kong 
Leong, replied that his depart-
ment will continue to pay atten-
tion to the unemployment situa-
tion. 

The government’s reply dis-
pleased Au, who thought the 
statements did not constitute 
answers to his questions. “Of cou-
rse you will pay attention to it, 
but what kind?” Au replied. “Be-
sides the previous 15,000 patacas 
salary support, what other help 
do you have for the unemployed 
workers?” 

The DSF director declared 
that “financial supports must be 
prudent and directional and they 
must be helpful for Macau’s eco-
nomy.”
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Woman who 
broke quarantine 
referred to Public 
Prosecutions Office

The Public Security Police Force 
(PSP) has referred the case of 
a woman allegedly breaking 
her quarantine at the Sheraton 
Grand Macao Hotel to the 
Public Prosecutions Office. The 
woman is accused of leaving 
her designated room without 
permission and attempting 
to access another floor of 
the hotel. The woman is now 
under mandatory quarantine in 
response to her alleged violation 
of the Contagious Disease 
Prevention and Control Law. The 
PSP found strong evidence that 
the woman left her room without 
approval. The violation can lead to 
six months of imprisonment or 60 
days of monetary fine. Last week, 
a social media post believed to be 
made by the woman went viral. 
The post read, “Today [I] played 
‘swapping rooms’.”

Resident loses 
millions in joint 
scam by spouse, 
nephew

Two men, surnamed Chan and 
Ng, have been arrested for an 
alleged scam in which the victim, 
a local woman in her 70s, claimed 
to have been scammed out of 
MOP4 million. The suspects 
are the spouse and nephew of 
the victim respectively. Chan 
is the 72-year-old spouse and 
Ng is the 48-year-old nephew. 
In the attempt to repay their 
gambling debts, the suspects 
took the ID card of the victim 
to borrow money from another 
man, using the victim’s residential 
apartment as a guarantee. The 
two men even used someone 
to impersonate the victim in the 
signing of the agreement. When 
the suspects could not repay 
the debt, the victim eventually 
became aware of the scam under 
judicial notification. She then 
reported the case to the police 
and the scam was uncovered.

Man arrested for 
issuing blank check 
for HKD4 million

A male suspect surnamed Wong, 
aged 39, has been arrested by the 
Judiciary Police over allegations 
of issuing a blank check with 
face value HKD4 million to a 
52-year-old victim in disguise in 
order to repay a HKD6.25-million 
debt. Between 2014 and 2016, 
Wong obtained the loan from the 
victim and promised to repay it in 
installments. In 2016, he left for 
the mainland and remained there 
after issuing a blank check to his 
debtor. Recently, he has become 
involved in a real estate conflict 
on the mainland and was arrested 
by the mainland police. He was 
then transferred to the Macau 
police over the blank check 
allegation. 

Government aims to expand local 
tours to Hengqin by month-end

Mainland provinces receive greenlight to 
issue non-tourism visas to Macau: reports
JULIE ZHU

ALL mainland provin-
ces will resume issuing 

non-tourism visas for tra-
veling to Macau, according 
to a report by Macao Daily 
News. However, group tour 
visas and the Individual Vi-
sit Scheme (IVS), by which 
most mainland travelers 
are able to visit the SAR, re-
main suspended.

Starting from July 15, 
Guangdong province re-
sumed acceptance of tra-
vel permit services to the 
Macau SARs for mainland 
residents who need permit 

S (a business permit) or 
permit D (a staying permit 
issued to workers or stu-
dents). 

Mainland China is-
sues six types of visas: G 
(known as the Individual 
Visit Scheme), L (known 
as group tour), T (for rela-
tive-visiting individuals), S 
(for business purposes), D 
(for study or for work) and 
Q (for other purposes). 
Permit G and permit L are 
tourism visas which are 
currently under identical 
application policies. 

The Guangdong au-
thority responsible for Co-

vid-19 prevention recently 
told Wong Chan Man, a 
Macau member at the 
Guangdong Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative 
Conference, that 30 other 
mainland provinces will 
resume their visa services 
starting from August 12. 
The Guangdong authority 
received the information 
from the State Council of 
China. 

Based on the news re-
port, starting from August 
12, residents of any main-
land province who need 
to study in Macau, work in 
Macau or do business in 

Macau can apply for a tra-
vel endorsement. 

At the current stage, the 
issuance of tourist visas for 
mainland residents to visit 
Macau remain suspended. 
Within mainland Chi-
na, the free movement of 
people between cities and 
provinces resumed several 
months ago. 

The Macau local go-
vernment has been in 
communication with the 
Guangdong government 
regarding the resumption 
of the mainland’s tourism 
visas, but only the Central 
Government can ultima-

tely decide immigration 
policies. 

Not only does the local 
government have no news 
on the tourism visas, but 
the Public Security Police 
Force (PSP) has also de-
nied having any knowle-
dge on when they might 
resume.

At Friday’s regular press 
conference of the Novel 
Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center, 
the PSP said that the de-
partment had not received 
any formal notification 
regarding the August 12 re-
sumption. 

JULIE ZHU

T
HE local government 
hopes to launch Macau 
tour group itineraries 
involving Hengqin by 

the end of August, the Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Culture said 
during yesterday’s Legislative As-
sembly (AL) plenary meeting. 

Launched a month ago, the 
“Macao Ready Go! Local Tours” 
are a government-subsidized 
scheme to encourage Macau re-
sidents to get to know their home 
city better and to support the 
business of tour guide operators. 
Additional experience packages 
for Macau citizens include dis-
counted hotels, cheaper entry 
fees for entertainment facilities 
and more. 

Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) Director Ma-
ria Helena de Senna Fernandes 
wants to extend the popular lo-
cal tours program to cover sites 
and activities on Hengqin, the 
neighboring island administered 
by Zhuhai municipal authorities. 
Senna Fernandes estimated the 
programs would launch by the 
end of August. 

The MGTO has already discus-
sed with Hengqin’s authority the 
feasibility of a Hengqin-Macau 
tourism program after the visa 
polices are normalized, according 
to Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture, Ao Ieong U. 

Starting July 15, Guangdong 
province resumed issuing all 
types of non-tourism visas to its 
citizens. However, the timeline for 
the resumption of travel endorse-

ments, including the Individual 
Visit Scheme, remains unknown. 

The local government is pessi-
mistic about international touris-
ts amid the Covid-19 pandemic, 
because the virus is still spreading 
in most overseas jurisdictions. 

“Macau has been controlling 
the pandemic really well, but 
other regions have not. Because 
of this, we don’t have the condi-
tions to open the city to visitors 
from other countries. Even if we 
operate flight services, ferry ser-
vices and bus services, we don’t 
think international visitors will 
come,” said Secretary Ao Ieong. 

According to Senna Fernan-

des, before there is an available 
vaccine, international travelers 
will bear the cost of undertaking 
a Covid-19 test upon arrival. The 
prices in different countries may 
discourage overseas individuals 
from traveling to Macau. 

As of July 29, the Macao Ready 
Go! Local Tours project has regis-
tered the participation of more 
than 105,000 attendees. Some 
445 tour guides are working for 
these programs. A survey invol-
ving 7,300 respondents showed 
that 86% of the interviewees are 
satisfied by the routes and guide 
services. 

The local government has 

been advertising these tou-
rism products on Macau Ready 
Go, a platform to disseminate 
such offers, as well as on TikTok, 
Xiaohongshu and many other 
popular apps. These promotions 
are applicable to both visitors 
and Macau local residents. 

Because of these promotions, 
Ao Ieong believes that “once the 
visa application process is resu-
med, more visitors will come.” 

The Secretary also commen-
ted that, contrary to earlier repor-
ts, the government currently has 
no plan to launch a promotion 
program with hotels for Macau 
local residents.
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‘Politics should 
stay off campus,’ 
says higher 
education chief
RENATO MARQUES

POLITICS, and namely 
the political opinions of 

lecturers, should stay out of 
the classrooms of local uni-
versities, Sou Chio Fai, the 
Director of the Higher Educa-
tion Bureau (DSES) has said 
in an interview with TDM 
Radio. 

Refusing to comment on 
any particular case and es-
pecially the case that is cur-
rently running in the courts 
regarding a former lecturer 
of the University of Saint Jo-
seph (USJ), Sou said that tea-
ching staff from universities 
are entitled to have personal 
opinions on politics, but that 
such opinions should not be 
aired inside classrooms or 
even on the university cam-
pus.

Sou said that there is a 
consensus on such a topic 
among all the higher educa-
tion institutions.

“Politics should be kept 
out of the university cam-

pus,” Sou said in the inter-
view with TDM Radio. “The 
campus and higher educa-
tion institutions are meant 
to train staff. [They should] 
not only provide professional 
knowledge but also experien-
ces in collaborative work.” 

Sou also noted that while 
“any citizen is free to express 
their position [in political ter-
ms] … a university lecturer 
or professor should not [use 
his role] to teach or influence 
students and other collea-
gues with his [personal] po-
sitions.”

Questioned also about the 
removal of certain books and 
newspapers from university 
libraries, Sou said that the 
DSES has never issued any 
instruction or guidelines to 
institutions on such a matter. 

Sou said that all the ter-
tiary education institutions 
enjoy pedagogical autonomy 
and academic freedom, whi-
ch is granted by both the Hi-
gher Education Law and the 
Macau Basic Law.

Gov’t promises unpopular 
bus cuts just for summer
STAFF REPORTERS

A controversial decision to slash 
the frequency of bus services 

in the Macau SAR is only for the 
summer, according to government 
authorities, who assembled a last-
-minute press conference yester-
day to address mounting public 
criticism.

Lam Hin San, director of the 
Transport Affairs Bureau (DSAT), 
appeared at yesterday’s press con-
ference to explain that the frequen-
cy of buses will be reduced by 200 
shifts compared to July to around 
8,300 in total. Explaining the deci-
sion, Lam cited the decrease in de-
mand in the wake of the summer 
holiday and the pandemic.

According to Lam, the decision 
is expected to save the government 
2 million patacas.

“The government will never 
cut livelihood expenditure,” Lam 
promised during yesterday’s press 
conference. 

After netizens criticized the di-
rector for not knowing enough 
about bus services, Lam also said 
that he commutes between work 
and home by bus “under normal 
circumstances.” 

He added that, usually, station 

heads complain to him directly 
about packed buses and that he will 
make phone contact with bus com-
pany bosses. 

Last year, the average daily pas-
senger count was 640,000. It has 
fallen to an average of 400,000 in the 
first half this year, reflecting the drop 
in business and general state of the 
economy.

To make up for the lost shifts, 
Lam stressed that the government 
will instruct the two bus service 
operators to run special bus shifts at 
another time.

There will be flexibility in the ad-

justment of special bus shifts, espe-
cially during the peak periods. The 
DSAT official illustrated his point by 
giving the example of the intelligent 
bus system measuring real-time 
waiting conditions. It will prompt 
the DSAT to send out special bus 
shifts responsively.

There are 49 special bus shifts 
operating before dusk, 39 after dusk 
and 20 after midnight.

Lam made an apology at the press 
conference for the bureau’s late res-
ponse and communication failure 
in the process of implementing the 
new decision.
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Hong Kong opens makeshift 
hospital to face third wave

Sheraton Grand Macao concludes quarantine mission
ANTHONY LAM

THE Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 

has recently announced 
that the Sheraton Macao 
Hotel will conclude its ser-
vice as a quarantine hotel 
no later than August 14.

As a replacement, the 
Golden Crown China Ho-
tel, adjacent to the Macau 
International Airport, has 
been nominated the repla-
cement hotel as of August 1. 
The hotel has been used for 

a similar purpose during a 
previous influx of returnee 
residents.

As of the end of last 
month, the Sheraton and 
the Pousada Marina In-
fante hosted 943 people. 
Among them, there were 
49 non-resident workers, 
474 local residents and 420 
visitors.

Betty Fok, head of the 
Department of Tourism 
Promotion at the MGTO, 
told a government press 
conference that the qua-

rantine hotel replacement 
was initiated due to a fore-
cast decrease in the num-
ber of individuals needing 
to undergo quarantine.

She explained that, given 
the forecast, using a smaller 
hotel is more cost-effective. 
Out of the 300 rooms at the 
Golden Crown China Hotel, 
the MGTO will rent 250 for 
quarantine purposes.

In light of a Hong Kong 
woman recently breaking 
out of her quarantine room 
in order to visit someone on 

another floor, Fok stressed 
that all quarantined indi-
viduals are notified of their 
rights and obligations befo-
re being assigned to a hotel 
room.

Fok added that, prior to 
releasing the rooms used at 
the Sheraton Hotel, holistic 
sanitization will be conduc-
ted under the supervision 
of Health Bureau staff, simi-
lar to on previous occasions 
and with other properties.

On the matter of stu-
dents who are preparing to 

return to the overseas loca-
tions where they study, the 
government has previously 
hinted that it has no plans 
to resume a special trans-
fer channel through Hong 
Kong.

On top of that, Fok dis-
closed that the MGTO is in 
communication with airli-
nes and has become aware 
that students can transit 
through South Korea or 
Taiwan. Indeed, Taiwanese 
carrier EVA Air has added 
flights between Macau and 

London with a transit stop 
in Taipei to accommodate 
Macau students.

Also on Friday, the Pu-
blic Security Police Force 
(PSP), which handles bor-
der control in Macau, said 
that it had recorded more 
than 210,000 daily border 
crossings on two days last 
week, with just 10,000 of 
them being visitors. The re-
mainder were equally split 
between Macau residents 
and non-resident workers 
from the mainland. 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Hong Kong government 
opened over the weekend a 

temporary field hospital with a 
capacity of 500 beds to enlarge 
the region’s capacity to hospi-
talize what is being termed the 
“third wave” of Covid-19 pa-
tients.

Since last month, the region 
has seen a return of the virus, 
with the number of cases in 
Hong Kong continuing to rise 
each day as authorities try to 
source the origin of the ou-
tbreak.

According to several specia-
lists in the field, this so-called 
third wave of the disease is due 
to a measure from Hong Kong 
health authorities that granted 
quarantine exemption to tens 
of thousands of people trave-
ling to the city. 

More than 2,000 new infec-
tions have been detected since 
the start of July — 60 percent of 
the total since the virus first hit 
the city in late January. 

The new makeshift hospi-
tal has been established at the 
AsiaWorld-Expo exhibition 
center, located on Lantau Is-
land next to the Hong Kong 
International Airport and the 
Hong Kong Port of the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge.  

Authorities in the neighbo-
ring SAR announced that it will 
take in patients aged between 
18 and 60 years of age.

“Our goal is to triage patien-
ts from the community and 
provide them with appropriate 
treatment and hospitalization 
arrangements,” Doctor Larry 
Lee from the Hospital Authority 
was quoted as saying by seve-
ral media outlets of the region. 
Lee added that the authorities 
expect to admit patients at this 
improvised hospital unit right 
from the first day of operation at 
a rate of around 20 to 30 patients 
per day in the upcoming days.

Explaining the operation 
procedures for the makeshift 
hospital, Lee said that patients 
would go through several rou-
nds of testing including X-ray, 
blood, saliva, and heart tests. 

In case any of the patients 
are found to be in an “unstable 
condition,” they will be trans-
ferred to other hospital units 
across the city, reaffirming that 
only patients in a stable condi-
tion and with good prospects 
regarding their healing process 
will undergo treatment or me-
dical observation at the new 
facility.

The new daily infections in 
Hong Kong have been above 
100 for the past 12 days with to-
tal infection numbers rising to 
3,512 as of yesterday. In recent 

days the death toll in conse-
quence of the disease has also 
risen to a total of 34. On Satur-
day alone four new deaths were 
recorded.

The continuous growth in 
new cases also prompted the 
central government authorities 
to offer to send testing staff and 
equipment to the city to help 
carry out a “large scale nucleic 
acid testing” operation.

According to a statement is-
sued by the National Health 
Commission of China, the first 
part of a Covid-19 aid support 

team to Hong Kong should have 
arrived yesterday. The team 
includes around 60 clinical la-
boratory staff and a Covid-19 
testing “advance unit” to test a 
large number of people and ob-
tain results from such tests in a 
shorter period.

The makeshift hospital mir-
rors other facilities that were 
hastily constructed in Wuhan 
near the beginning of the vi-
rus outbreak in early February. 
Since then, other cities around 
the world have built their own 
temporary hospital facilities to 

accommodate Covid-19 patien-
ts, including London, where an 
exhibition center was transfor-
med into the temporary NHS 
Nightingale hospital, with spa-
ce for 4,000 beds.

The opening of the hospital 
also comes just after the annou-
ncement made by Hong Kong 
Chief Executive, Carrie Lam, to 
postpone the upcoming legis-
lative elections for a year. Lam 
justified the decision on the 
grounds of the protection of 
public health, refuting the idea 
that it was a political decision.
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Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam

Hong Kong delays 
legislative election 
for one year on virus
HONG Kong delayed a key 

Legislative Council election 
scheduled for September for one 
year due to a recent surge in Co-
vid-19 cases, fueling more outrage 
among the city’s opposition.

“Delaying the Legislative Cou-
ncil election held every four years 
is a very difficult decision,” Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam said at a Fri-
day night press conference. “But 
in order to curb the pandemic, 
ensure public safety and citizens’ 
health, and meanwhile ensure the 
election is held under an open and 
fair environment, this decision is 
necessary.”

Lam said she was invoking an 
emergency powers ordinance to 
delay the vote and that the gover-
nment’s decision to do so had the 
support of China’s central govern-
ment. She said deploying as many 
as 34,000 election day volunteers 
across more than 600 polling sta-
tions to assist millions of voters 
was too dangerous under the cir-
cumstances. “It poses a great risk 
of infection,” she said.

The Hong Kong and Macau Af-
fairs Office, which reports to Chi-
na’s State Council, said in a state-
ment that the decision to delay the 
election “reflects a highly respon-
sible attitude towards the life and 
health of Hong Kong citizens. It 
is very necessary, reasonable and 
legal, and the central government 
fully understands and agrees.”

The postponement of the vote 
until Sept. 5, 2021, caps off a week 
that saw Hong Kong’s government 
draw new red lines on how much 
dissent it would tolerate - and 
stands to intensify concerns about 
the preservation of basic freedoms 
in the financial hub. It could anger 
President Donald Trump, who has 
started to roll back the city’s so-
-called special trading status amid 
wider tensions between the U.S. 
and China.

“We condemn the Hong Kong 
government’s decision,” White 
House spokeswoman Kayleigh 

McEnany told reporters on Friday. 
“This action undermines the de-
mocratic processes and freedoms 
that have underpinned Hong 
Kong’s prosperity and this is only 
the most recent in a growing list of 
broken promises by Beijing.”

Pro-democracy advocates had 
hoped to ride the momentum of 
a landslide victory in last Novem-
ber’s District Council vote to an 
unprecedented majority in the 
legislature. 

Opposition lawmaker Fernan-
do Cheung said the delay and 
the candidates’ disqualification 
amounted to “nothing less than 
election fraud.”

“The pandemic was used pu-
rely as an excuse. The real reason 
for the delay is that the CCP is 
afraid it will lose by a landslide, 
much like what happened in the 
district elections in November last 
year,” he said, referring to China’s 
ruling Communist Party. “This is 
blatant repression and the deci-
sion itself is unconstitutional.”

About 55% of people answering 
a recent survey believed the Le-
gislative Council election should 
go ahead as planned on Sept. 6 
despite the pandemic, according 
to the Hong Kong Public Opinion 
Program, which polled 8,805 res-
pondents between July 27 and 30. 
Some 21% thought the election 
should be postponed by no more 
than six months.

In delaying the vote, “Lam 
spent a long time talking about 
the difficulties, without trying 
to demonstrate she has done all 
things possible to prevent infec-
tions - this is not convincing,” said 
Alvin Yeung, one of the pro-demo-
cracy lawmakers who was barred.

Yeung said Hong Kong’s lea-
der was afraid the opposition 
would win a majority. “Any rea-
sonable person could hardly 
believe the prevention of pande-
mic is the only excuse the Chief 
Executive has in mind,” he said. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG
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Tunku Abdul Rahman has been elected for a five-year 
term as head of state of Malaya.

He was chosen by his fellow Malay rulers in the capi-
tal, Kuala Lumpur, yesterday and will lead his country to 
independence at the end of this month.

The Tunku, or Prince, is of royal birth - the brother of 
the Sultan of Kedah - but is considered a man of the 
people.

He was educated at two British schools and gradua-
ted from Cambridge in 1925. Soon after World War II he 
went back to Britain to study law.

On his return to Malaya in 1949 he found a country 
eager for independence but also struggling with com-
munist extremism.

Keen to encourage tolerance between ethnic Ma-
lays, Chinese and Indians in the region, he founded 
the Alliance Party in 1952 which brought together the 
three races. The party won the 1955 general election 
with an overwhelming majority.

The Tunku became Chief Minister and ended the sta-
te of emergency - introduced after a wave of attacks 
carried out by mainly Chinese communists on mine-
-owners, planters and officials - and granted an am-
nesty to communist terrorists.

Last year, he led the negotiations with the British for 
an agreement that prepares the way for the creation 
of an independent Malaya within the Commonwealth.

Transfer of power from British rule will take place on 
31 August.

Tomorrow, copies of the new treaty between the 
Queen and the nine Malay rulers will be signed at the 
residence of the High Commissioner Sir Donald Ma-
cGillivray.

1957 Rahman to lead
   independent malaya

In context

Following Malaya’s independence, Abdul Rahman intro-
duced reforms that spread power among the sultans and 
rajas who had ruled over fiefdoms on the Malay peninsula 
for hundreds of years.
But non-Malays were disappointed that political power 
remained largely in Malay hands.
In 1963 Malaya joined with Sabah, Sarawak and Singapore 
under a new name, the Federation of Malaysia. Rivalry 
between the Tunku and Lee Kuan Yew, Prime Minister of 
Singapore, saw Singapore leave the federation in 1965.
Since Singapore was almost totally inhabited by the Chi-
nese, its departure tipped the balance back in favour of 
Malays and increased tension between the two commu-
nities.
In 1969 there were riots in Kuala Lumpur and 2,000 mainly 
Chinese protestors were killed.
A state of emergency was declared and a year later Abdul 
Rahman retired from office.
In the late 1980s he re-emerged into public life to criticise 
the authoritarian leadership of Mahatir bin Muhammad.

this day in historyUS

Supreme Court won’t halt 
challenged border wall projects
T

HE Supreme 
Court declined by 
a 5-4 vote Friday 
to halt the Trump 

administration’s cons-
truction of portions of the 
border wall with Mexico 
following a recent lower 
court ruling that the ad-
ministration improperly 
diverted money to the pro-
ject.

The court’s four liberal 
justices dissented, saying 
they would have prohibi-
ted construction while a 
court challenge continues, 
after a federal appeals 
court ruled in June that the 
administration had ille-
gally sidestepped Congress 
in transferring the Defense 
Department funds.

“The Court’s decision to 
let construction continue 
nevertheless I fear, may 
operate, in effect, as a final 
judgment,” Justice Stephen 
Breyer wrote in a brief dis-
sent for the four liberals.

Friday’s order means 
the court is not likely even 
to consider the substance 

THOUSANDS of de-
monstrators rallied Sa-

turday in the Russian Far 
East city of Khabarovsk to 
protest the arrest of their 
governor, keeping up a 
three-week wave of opposi-
tion that has challenged the 
Kremlin.

Smaller demonstrations 
took place in at least 10 
other cities and 55 peo-
ple were detained in those 
protests, according to the 
OVD-Info organization that 
monitors political arrests. 
No detentions were repor-
ted at the Khabarovsk rally.

Khabarovsk Krai Gov. 
Sergei Furgal has been in a 
Moscow jail since his July 
9 arrest on charges of in-
volvement in murders that 
occurred before his politi-
cal career started. He has 
denied the charges.

Protesters in Khabaro-
vsk see the charges against 
Furgal as unsubstantiated 
and are demanding that his 
trial take place in his home 

of the issue until after the 
November election, while 
work on the wall continues.

Last summer, at an ear-
lier stage in the case, the 
justices also split 5-4 along 
ideological lines to allow 
the administration to be-
gin construction using $2.5 
billion in Defense Depart-
ment funds. 

That allowed President 
Donald Trump to make 
progress on a major 2016 
campaign promise hea-
ding into his race for a se-
cond term. The adminis-
tration wanted to use the 
money to replace a total of 
129 miles (208 kilometers) 
of rundown or outdated 
fencing in New Mexico, 
Arizona and California. As 
of mid-July, 92 miles (148 
kilometers) have been 
completed according to 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection.

Following the latest 
appeals court ruling, the 
wall’s challengers returned 
to the high court to ask that 
construction be halted. 

city, 6,100 kilometers (3,800 
miles) east of the Russian 
capital. 

His supporters have held 
daily protests, with the lar-
gest turnouts on weekends. 
The latest demonstration 
attracted about 10,000 
people, according to some 
news reports. Police clai-
med the crowd was about 
3,500.

The Trump administra-
tion opposed the request 
and said it would file pa-
perwork in August asking 
the Supreme Court to hear 
arguments in the case.

The case has its origins 
in the 35-day partial gover-
nment shutdown that star-
ted in December of 2018. 
Trump ended the shut-
down after Congress gave 
him approximately $1.4 
billion in border wall fun-
ding, but that was far less 
than the $5.7 billion he was 
seeking. Trump then decla-
red a national emergency 
to take cash from other 
government accounts to 
use to construct sections 
of wall.

At the time, the money 
Trump identified inclu-
ded $2.5 billion in Defense 
Department money, $3.6 
billion from military cons-
truction funds and $600 
million from the Treasury 
Department’s asset forfei-
ture fund.

The case before the Su-
preme Court involved just 

Unlike in Moscow, where 
police usually move quickly 
to disperse unsanctioned 
opposition protests, au-
thorities haven’t interfered 
with the unauthorized de-
monstrations in Khabaro-
vsk, apparently expecting 
them to fizzle out.

Authorities suspect Fur-
gal of involvement in the 
slayings of several busi-

the $2.5 billion in Defen-
se Department funds. The 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, which sued the 
Trump administration on 
behalf of Sierra Club and 
Southern Border Commu-
nities Coalition, has said it 
will seek to tear down sec-
tions of the wall that were 
built with the money.

“Every lower court to 
consider the question has 
ruled President Trump’s 
border wall illegal, and 
the Supreme Court’s tem-
porary order does not 
decide the case. We’ll be 
back before the Supreme 
Court soon to put a stop to 
Trump’s xenophobic bor-
der wall once and for all,” 
Dror Ladin, staff attorney 
with the ACLU’s National 
Security Project, said in a 
statement following the 
court’s order Friday. 

The Supreme Court is 
on break for the summer 
but does act on certain 
pressing items. It will begin 
hearing cases again in Oc-
tober. AP

nessmen in 2004 and 2005, 
when he was a business-
man with interests focusing 
on timber and metals.

A lawmaker on the na-
tionalist Liberal Democra-
tic Party ticket, Furgal won 
the 2018 regional guberna-
torial election even thou-
gh he had refrained from 
campaigning and publicly 
supported his Kremlin-ba-
cked rival.

His victory was a hu-
miliating setback to the 
main Kremlin party, United 
Russia, which also lost its 
control over the regional 
legislature. During his time 
in office, Furgal earned a 
reputation as a “people’s 
governor,” cutting his own 
salary, ordering the sale of 
an expensive yacht that the 
previous administration 
had bought and offering 
new benefits to residents.

Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin named Mikhail 
Degtyaryov, a federal 
lawmaker who is also a 
member of the Liberal De-
mocratic Party, to replace 
Furgal, a choice that was 
apparently intended to 
assuage local anger. Deg-
tyaryov has not yet faced 
the protesters. AP

A woman holds a poster that reads, “Putin, why do you hate 
Russians?”

Thousands in Russia’s Far East 
protest governor’s arrest
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- 1936 Cooper role; 6- Unseat; 10- Iowa city; 14- Musical composition; 

15- Small fastener; 16- It may turn; 17- Below; 18- Sponsorship; 19- Low in pitch; 
20- East Lansing sch.; 21- Fiddled; 23- Can’t stand; 24- Orchestra section; 26- 
Flower segment; 27- Planks; 29- Weaving machines; 31- Circular band; 32- Fluff, 
as bangs; 33- Has been; 36- Failure to understand; 40- Scratch (out); 41- Trooper 
maker; 42- Editor Wintour; 43- Lost; 44- Maintenance; 46- Chirp; 48- Seraglio; 
49- ___ is human...; 50- Legree’s creator; 52- Attorney’s org.; 55- Met highlight; 
56- ___ impasse; 57- Off-kilter; 59- Gossip; 60- Highly ranked competitor in 
sporting events; 61- Lucid; 62- Adjutant; 63- To Live and Die ___; 64- Corneous;
 
DOWN: 1- Percussive instrument; 2- Seemingly forever; 3- Stamina; 4- HST’s 
successor; 5- Classified; 6- Follows orders; 7- Prod; 8- Stated; 9- NFL scores; 
10- Plate appearances; 11- Mazda model; 12- Ford flop; 13- Cong. meeting; 
22- Takes too much; 23- Macho guys; 
25- Cogito, ___ sum; 26- Attitude; 27- 
Soft cheese; 28- Hog sound; 29- TV 
host Gibbons; 30- Island of Hawaii; 32- 
Test choice; 33- Vigneron; 34- Tops; 
35- Pass the breaking point; 37- Bishop’s 
headdress; 38- Hey, over here!; 39- 
Japanese rice wine; 43- Add fizz; 44- 
Motor City gp.; 45- Deliver a sermon; 
46- Japanese gateway; 47- Off-the-wall; 
48- Accord maker; 49- I did it!; 50- Type 
of gun; 51- Chinese weight; 53- Pinto or 
lima; 54- Out of kilter; 56- Faulkner’s “___ 
Lay Dying”; 58- ___-mo;

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You can’t do everything on 
your own. Take care of  the 
needs or responsibilities 
of  elders. Positive changes 
regarding your personal status 
are evident. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Secret information will be eye 
opening. Positive connections 
can be made if  you get involved 
in environmental organizations. 
Sign up for courses that will help 
you understand yourself  better. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Get together with friends and 
catch up on reading and letter 
writing. Be careful not to consume 
too many spicy foods, or minor 
health problems could put you 
out of  commission for the day.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Opportunities to learn important 
information will surface through 
discussions with peers. Make plans 
to mix business with pleasure. 
Dinner with clients or business 
associates should be successful. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your ability to talk circles around 
your colleagues will help you 
forge ahead in the workforce. 
Driving too fast or double 
parking will result in difficulties 
with officials. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You can meet potential new mates if  
you socialize with friends. Your lover 
may be annoyed if  you have been 
flirtatious or not attentive to their 
needs. You can take advantage of  
opportunities if  you are quick.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
ou can accomplish a lot if  you 
deal with other people’s money 
or possessions today. Make any 
decisions you have to in order to 
avoid feeling unsettled. Plan to do 
things with your faithful pet.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Your courage and willpower will 
enable you to get rid of  destructive 
habits as well. Problems with your 
mate will develop if  you don’t let 
them have their way. Plan events 
like camping or white water rafting. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Problems on the home front might 
be a little disconcerting. Your need 
to use emotional blackmail will 
only cause more conflict. Don’t do 
something silly just to get back at 
your mate. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Moves or the possibility of  
having someone different living 
with you may be difficult at first. 
Be aggressive and colorful, and 
you will get your way. You must 
follow your desires and dreams. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You will have some wonderful 
ideas that should bring you extra 
money. Get together with friends 
and catch up on reading and letter 
writing. Older family members will 
make demands on your time. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
New relationships could evolve 
through group activities. Your 
suggestions for fund raising 
events will be well received. 
You may need a good friend to 
lean on. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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‘Mastermind’ 
accused of Twitter 
hack just out of 
high school

THE alleged mastermind behind the July 15 hack 
of Twitter accounts of business titans, celebri-

ties and a former president didn’t need sophistica-
ted hacking tools to pierce the company’s security 
system. Rather, he convinced an information tech-
nology employee at Twitter that he was a colleague 
who needed login credentials to access the com-
pany’s customer support platform, according to law 
enforcement officials.

It worked, in spectacular fashion.
Graham Ivan Clark, 17, allegedly hijacked 130 

Twitter accounts as part of a cryptocurrency scam, 
according to a criminal affidavit filed in Tampa, Flo-
rida. The accounts that were hacked included those 
of former President Barack Obama, Amazon.com 
Inc. Chief Executive Officer Jeff Bezos and Tesla Inc. 
CEO Elon Musk.

Clark, who authorities said had just graduated 
from high school, now faces 30 felony charges for 
hacking those accounts, posting messages on their 
behalf and luring additional victims into sending 
him Bitcoin donations worth more than $100,000, 
according to law enforcement. 

Twitter thanked law enforcement for swiftly 
making the arrest. In its most recent update on the 
hack, on July 30, the company acknowledged that 
employees were duped into sharing sensitive in-
formation over the phone and that it has decided 
to temporarily limit access to its internal tools as it 
seeks to understand the scope of the breach, whi-
le improving its security protocols to “make them 
even more sophisticated.” MDT/BLOOMBERG

China’s ByteDance prepared 
to divest 100% of TikTok in US
SHELLY BANJO 
& SALEHA MOHSIN

C
HINA’S ByteDan-
ce Ltd. is prepa-
red to sell 100% of 
TikTok’s U.S. ope-

rations as a way to head off 
a proposed ban on the mu-
sic-video app by President 
Donald Trump, said two 
people with knowledge of 
the situation.

Details of the proposed 
transaction weren’t im-
mediately known after the 
parties worked through the 
night to find an acceptable 
resolution. The White Hou-
se had no immediate com-
ment.

Trump said late Friday 
he plans to ban TikTok 
from the U.S. following 
concerns about data col-
lection by the popular app, 
and suggested a move cou-
ld come as soon as Satur-
day.

ByteDance is now wai-
ting on the administration 
to approve Microsoft Cor-

p.’s potential acquisition 
of TikTok, said one person, 
who wasn’t authorized to 
speak publicly about the 
matter.

A deal would give the 
software company a po-
pular social-media service 
and relieve U.S. govern-
ment pressure on the Chi-
nese owner of the video-
-sharing app - although 

Trump seemed to throw 
cold water on the plan in 
his remarks on Friday.

Microsoft’s move is “not 
the deal that you have been 
hearing about, that they 
are going to buy and sell, 
and this and that. And Mi-
crosoft and another one. 
We’re not an M&A com-
pany,” Trump told repor-
ters aboard Air Force One.

On Saturday, Vanessa 
Pappas, TikTok’s U.S. ge-
neral manager, released a 
video statement thanking 
users for their support and 
saying the company “isn’t 
going anywhere.”

“We’re here for the long 
run,” Pappas said, noting 
that the company plans to 
add 10,000 U.S. jobs to its 
1,500 workforce over the 
next three years. She also 
said TikTok is “building 
the safest app because we 
know it’s the right thing to 
do.”

In a statement on Satur-
day, a TikTok spokesperson 
pushed back on sugges-
tions it’s harvesting data 
from U.S. users.

“TikTok U.S. user data 
is stored in the U.S., with 
strict controls on em-
ployee access. TikTok’s bi-
ggest investors come from 
the U.S.,” the spokesper-
son said. “We are com-
mitted to protecting our 
users’ privacy and safety.” 
BLOOMBERG
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London lockdown considered 
in worst-case scenario

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson is considering sealing 
off Greater London and ordering at-risk members of the popu-
lation to stay at home under a potential scenario designed to 
avert a second national lockdown, according to news reports on 
Saturday.

Possible measures include locking down the capital if infection 
rates spike and tightening quarantine rules on those flying into 
the U.K., The Sunday Telegraph reported. There would be travel 
curbs in and out of the M25 highway encircling Greater London 
and a ban on overnight stays, according to the Sunday Times.

Elderly people and those considered to have an increased risk 
from Covid-19 could be asked to stay at home, and “harder” local 
lockdowns could be ordered than the restrictions already impo-
sed on parts of northern England.

Less than a month ago, Johnson compared the idea of a second 
nationwide lockdown as a tool similar to a “nuclear deterrent” - 
a method of last resort. The U.K. has suffered the highest death 
toll in Europe and the government has been accused of waiting 
too long to impose the lockdown in March, raising the stakes for 
Johnson if he gets it wrong again.

OPINION
World Views
Mihir Sharma, Bloomberg

Indian police said they 
arrested more than 
two dozen people on 
suspicion of selling 
tainted alcohol that killed 
at least 69 villagers and 
others in northern Punjab 
state. Six police officers 
and seven other officials 
have been suspended 
for failure to prevent the 
sale of tainted liquor as 
a magistrate began an 
investigation into the 
deaths in three districts. 

Dubai A nuclear power 
plant in the United Arab 
Emirates successfully 
started up its first 
reactor, authorities said 
Saturday. The Barakah 
nuclear power plant in 
the Emirates’ far western 
desert near the border 
with Saudi Arabia reached 
what scientists called 
its “first criticality” on 
Friday. That’s when the 
nuclear chain reaction 
within the reactor is self-
sustaining. The nuclear 
reactor ultimately will 
generate electricity and 
be connected to the 
country’s power grid. 

Berlin Thousands 
protested Germany’s 
coronavirus restrictions 
Saturday in a Berlin 
demonstration marking 
what organizers 
called “the end of 
the pandemic” — a 
declaration that comes 
just as authorities are 
voicing increasing 
concerns about an uptick 
in new infections. With 
few masks in sight, a 
dense crowd marched 
through downtown Berlin 
from the Brandenburg 
Gate.

Spain Coronavirus 
outbreaks at mink 
farms in Spain and 
the Netherlands have 
scientists digging into 
how the animals got 
infected and if they can 
spread it to people. In the 
meantime, authorities 
have killed more than 1 
million minks at breeding 
farms in both countries 
as a precaution. The 
virus that first infected 
people in China late last 
year came from an animal 
source, probably bats, 
and later spread from 
person to person, as 
other coronaviruses had 
done in the past.
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GWhy big nations have 
been brought low 
by the pandemic

India is now the epicenter of the global corona-
virus pandemic. It ranks just behind the U.S. and 
Brazil in confirmed cases and is growing faster than 
either. The total rose 20% in just the last week, des-
pite the fact that India is testing less than most of 
its peers.

It’s looking increasingly likely that India will wind 
up being the country with the most cases in the wor-
ld. This is not just a function of its massive popu-
lation; China, too, has over 1 billion people. It is a 
reflection of the fact that big, diverse countries are at 
a disadvantage in dealing with pandemics.

Smaller nations such as New Zealand or Thailand 
can manage the flow of cases by shutting down 
their international borders. But internal borders are 
as porous in India as they are in the U.S. Imagine, 
for instance, how impossible it would have been for 
Europe to flatten its curve if it hadn’t suspended the 
Schengen agreement and freedom of movement for 
its 450 million people. Generally, officials in large 
nations are reduced to playing whack-a-mole: Even 
if they suppress an outbreak in Kerala or New York, 
chances are it will pop up somewhere else.

The pressure to “reopen” in such countries is also 
greater. Large nations do well economically because 
they have big, interdependent and diverse internal 
markets. Consequently, they can ill afford to have 
those supply chains broken for long. Unlike the 
U.S., India was quick to impose a proper nationwi-
de lockdown — at great economic and human cost. 
Yet now the virus is spreading because people have 
to move across internal borders if the economy 
reopens even slightly.

That puts a premium on effective government. 
Keeping close track of such movements and of every 
little outbreak would require a centralized state with 
no shortage of spare capacity — ideally one already 
primed to spy on its own citizens, such as China’s. 
For better or worse, no other big-nation govern-
ment has similar abilities.

In the U.S., the pandemic has made the conse-
quence of decades of misallocation and paralysis 
tragically clear. The American edifice of govern-
ment has been hollowed out and its federal structu-
re made unfit for purpose in a partisan and divided 
age. This ineffectiveness is reflected in data such as 
the World Governance Indicators, which has seen 
the U.S. decline steadily over the past two decades.

The world’s largest economy should not have a 
state that struggles to respond effectively to a cri-
sis, even a once-in-a-century crisis. India’s state, on 
the other hand, has always been low on capacity. 
In fact, it’s a standard joke among policy analysts 
in India that any conversation about what needs 
to be done ends with the statement, “But we can’t 
do that anyway.” The Indian state, at every level, is 
chronically short of managerial resources, of talent, 
of resources and of time.

Often, if it does one thing well, something else is 
shorted. Early on in the pandemic, the southern 
state of Kerala received praise for how well it had li-
mited the spread of the virus through vigorous con-
tact-tracing. But, it turns out, the state devoted so 
much of its capacity to contact tracing that it failed 
to ramp up testing. Now state leaders have had to 
admit that cases are increasing through community 
spread.

One of the long-term consequences of this crisis 
will certainly be new thinking about federal states 
— and a fresh assessment of what in government 
constitutes “waste” and what is vital excess capacity.

Large countries with under-performing states 
need to shift approach swiftly. In Brazil, an uncoo-
perative national leadership has already forced 
communities to turn to local organizations and 
transnational non-profits for help. Governments 
are going to have to treat NGOs and companies res-
pectfully, as partners, if they want to have a chance 
of getting through this. [Abridged]

UK quarantine 
means bummer 
summer for Spain
WHEN Spain locked 

down to slow the co-
ronavirus in March, about 
25,000 British tourists were 
enjoying the beaches and 
bars of the Costa Blanca 
resort of Benidorm. Local 
officials quickly ordered 
hotels to shut their doors, 
and as the visitors packed 
their bags and flocked 
to the airport, the town’s 
tourism industry—its life-
blood—went into hiberna-
tion along with the rest of 
the country.

After the slowest start to 
the summer season in me-
mory, things started to pick 
up modestly in June. With 
Spaniards and some fo-
reigners dipping their toes 
in Benidorm’s waters, ho-
tel and restaurant owners 
dared to think the summer 
might not be a complete 
write-off after all and be-
gan to imagine the return 
of some of those Brits.

Those hopes were 
dashed on July 25, when 
Prime Minister Boris John-
son ordered a two-week 
quarantine for anyone ar-
riving from Spain—leaving 
Benidorm and hundreds of 
other towns up and down 
the Spanish coast feeling 
the whiplash of this stop-s-
tart-stop summer.

“It’s about the worst 
thing that could have ha-
ppened,” said Javier del 
Castillo, owner of La Cava 
Aragonesa, a tapas bar 

along one of the narrow 
streets of the city’s historic 
core. Where normally he’d 
have customers—mostly 
Brits—lined up two-deep 
ordering albondigas, ja-
mon iberico, and tortilla 
espanola washed down 
with glasses of rioja, the 
bar is almost empty. 

The recent uptick in co-
ronavirus cases in Spain, 
which motivated Johnson’s 
order, started in Aragon 
and Catalonia—more than 
100 miles from Benidorm. 
While infections have 
started to increase across 
Spain, Benidorm autho-
rities say the city has seen 
just 19 cases in the past 
two weeks. 

The quarantine order 
“doesn’t reflect reality be-
cause there are a lot of pla-
ces in England where there 
are more people infected 
than in some Spanish re-
gions,” said Del Castillo, 
who is also head of a local 
food service association. 
He expects as many as half 
of Benidorm’s 1,200 bars 
and restaurants won’t sur-
vive the year.

That’s a big problem for 
Spain, where tourism ac-
counts for 12% of output 
and which gets about 18 
million visitors a year from 
Britain. The Spanish eco-
nomy contracted by 18.5% 
in the second quarter, and 
tourism was among the 
hardest-hit sectors. 

What’s bad for Spain is 
particularly bad for Beni-
dorm, said to be the place 
where package tours were 
invented. Some 4 million 
visitors a year, about 40% 
of them British, cram into 
the modernist skyscrapers 
that line its beaches, laid 
out so that many rooms 
have a view of the water. 

The town of 70,000 has 
scores of cafes catering to 
British visitors, serving co-
pious helpings of lager, fish 
and chips, and bangers 
and mash, with English 
Premier League soccer and 
Sky News on big screen 
TVs. Nightlife unspools 
in countless sweaty bars 
where young people from 
across Europe drink, flirt, 
and dance to B-list DJs.

Tourism officials are 
hoping the U.K. will soon 
ease the blanket quaranti-
ne and allow unrestricted 
travel from Spanish desti-
nations with a low inciden-
ce of coronavirus. They say 
Johnson will face pressure 
from British tour operators 
and airlines that have also 
been hammered by the 
order. “The sooner they 
lift the quarantine order, 
the less of a disaster it will 
be,” said Nuria Montes, 
secretary general of Hos-
bec, a hotel and tourism 
association. “But we’re not 
going to recoup anything. 
What’s gone is gone.”  
MDT/BLOOMBERG


