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More on backpage

Japan Gov. Hideaki Ohmura 
announced yesterday a 
state of emergency in 
Nagoya, central Japan 
because of rising virus cases 
and asked businesses and 
people to curb activities, 
especially during an 
upcoming holiday.  Aichi 
prefecture has been 
seeing more than 100 
new infections a day since 
mid-July after an extended 
period with zero new 
cases. The prefecture 
includes Nagoya and the 
headquarters of Toyota 
Motor Corp., Japan’s top 
automaker. 

Vietnam A makeshift 
hospital with 700 beds for 
virus patients has been 
completed in a Da Nang. 
The hospital, converted 
from a sports venue, will 
be ready for patients on 
Saturday and its capacity 
can be increased to 3,000 
beds, the health ministry 
said. Over 100 health 
workers were mobilized 
from other cities to help 
treat patients in Da Nang. 
Vietnam reported another 
death and 20 new yesterday.

Australia The leader of 
the State of Victoria urged 
residents not to panic-buy 
as he announced reductions 
in meat production. The 
state capital, Melbourne, 
began its first full day of 
tough lockdown restrictions 
yesterday as Victoria 
posted 471 new cases 
and eight deaths. Premier 
Daniel Andrews (pictured) 
said beef, lamb and pork 
production will be reduced 
by one third because of 
virus transmission risks 
in abattoirs and meat 
processing plants. Poultry 
production will be reduced 
by 20%.
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MACAU TRIAD HEAD 
ARRESTED IN CAMBODIA: 

HK MEDIA REPORTS

escalating virus response raises 
fear of outbreak in North Korea

 P8

FROM 
RUSSIA 
WITH 

MONEY
Former model  

Mila Just sees a 
lot of potential 

in Macau for 
Russian tourists

North Korea is quarantining thousands of people and shipping food 
and other aid to a southern city locked down over coronavirus worries

 P6
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Special transport 
arrangements at 
various locations

Services to the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 
bus stop will be temporarily suspended, 
starting from Saturday. As a result, 
seven bus routes will be diverted to four 
nearby bus stops. This is due to the 
fact that the Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) is commencing construction of a 
recreational zone on Av. Dr. Sun Yat-Sen. 
A section of the road between Sun Yat-
There will be limited access to the IC from 
Saturday until August 31. On Saturday and 
Sunday, traffic lights at the conjunction 
of R. da Ribeira do Patane and Largo do 
Pagode do Patane will be switched off 
between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Traffic lights at 
the conjunction of Av. do Alm. Lacerda and 
R. de Joao de Araujo will suspend service 
between the same hours on Sunday.
 

Illicit Taipa 
construction 
process suspended

The Land, Public Works and Transport 
Bureau (DSSOPT) has ordered the 
suspension of illicit construction 
activities at the Caminho da Povoacao 
de Cheok Ka. According to a report by 
TDM, some individuals took the liberty 
of demolishing wooden houses at the 
location and beginning the construction 
of new buildings without the government’s 
approval. The DSSOPT said that the 
area, designated as the Taipa northern 
district land plot, is restricted under the 
government’s urban development plan. 
Every land plan must be submitted to the 
Urban Planning Committee in accordance 
with the law. The concerned land plot is 
private land. The surrounding community 
has complained about various illicit activity 
recorded there, including the dumping of 
construction materials and recycled waste, 
sewage problems, and the use of the land 
as a car maintenance facility.

Transport authority 
indicates LRT is 
not a business

The Transport Bureau (DSAT) has indicated 
that the Light Rapid Transit (LRT) is not a 
business. The DSAT wrote, in a response 
to lawmaker Agnes Lam’s interpellation 
regarding the LRT, that the it is a public 
service and does not have the same 
priorities and interests as a business. 
According to the department, the LRT 
serves the same purpose as Macau’s public 
bus system. In other words, the success 
of this railway network cannot be judged 
based on profit, gain or financial loss. The 
department hopes that the LRT system 
will play an important role in Macau’s land 
transportation. The bureau also explained 
that, according to the LRT contract with 
the MRT Corporation, the Macau SAR 
government pays the company to provide 
service operation, pre-launch tests, human 
resource training and maintenance in the 
first five years of the railway network’s 
operation. 

More surveillance cameras 
underway, gradual border 
opening in discussion
JULIE ZHU

SECRETARY for Security 
Wong Sio Chak has given an 

update on the increase in the 
number of CCTV surveillance 
cameras and on developments 
toward the resumption of bor-
der crossings. 

Yesterday, Wong, together 
with other high-ranking officials 
from the security force, met 
with the First Standing Commi-
ttee of Legislative Assembly  to 
respond to lawmakers’ ques-
tions on the legal amendment 
establishing extra compensa-
tion for human resources in the 
security force.

On the sidelines of the mee-
ting, Leong Man Cheong, com-
missioner of the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP), revealed that 
a total of 980 surveillance came-
ras will be installed by 2022, with 
300 in one phase and 680 in ad-
ditional phases. 

This batch of cameras will co-
ver spots missed by the existing 
surveillance devices. These new 
surveillance tools will be distri-
buted throughout the New Ur-
ban Zone and at border facilities.  

According to Wong, sur-
veillance cameras have helped 
the police force solve more cri-
mes. “Don’t think that nobody 
sees [your crime]. The cameras 
do,” said Wong, praising the sur-
veillance system.

With regard to the facial re-
cognition function of CCTV 
surveillance cameras, which 
the government has decided 
to adopt, Leong claimed that 
the security force will publicize 
the test report once it is com-
pleted.

The SAR government will 
select 100 cameras: 50 for facial 
recognition and 50 for car-plate 
recognition. 

Aside from the controversial 
public surveillance ne-
twork matter, the security 
force has been in cons-
tant communication with 
the mainland govern-
ment authority regarding 
the resumption of ordi-
nary border crossings.

The immigration mea-
sures “will gradually [re-
turn] to old [conditions],” 
according to Wong. The 
SAR government is coordina-
ting with the central govern-
ment in all mainland provinces 
regarding the resumption of 
tourism travel permits to the 
Macau SAR.

Recently, there has been gra-
dual recovery in the parallel tra-
der situation as local residents 
and non-local workers have 
been allowed to travel between 
Zhuhai and Macau.

Vong Man Chong, director 
of the Macao Customs Servi-
ce, acknowledged that parallel 

traders mostly transport legal 
goods to mainland China. He 
indicated that such trade is le-
gal in Macau but maybe illegal 
in Mainland China. Parallel tra-
ders normally receive purchase 
orders from mainland China. 
The traders buy the products 
in Macau, then take them to 
Zhuhai to ship to other main-
land cities.

The Secretary urged parallel 
traders to cooperate with the 

government’s Covid-19 preven-
tion measures.

Meanwhile, regarding the 
law being discussed at the First 
Standing Committee, Ho Ion 
Sang, chairman of the commit-
tee, told the press that it mostly 
concerns the methods for cal-
culating working hours among 
the human resources of the se-
curity force.

Due to the special nature of 
the work of the security force 
officers, their working hours 
cannot be calculated in accor-

dance with current regulations. 
These officers include criminal 
investigators from the Judiciary 
Police, firefighters from the Fire 
Services Bureau, customs offi-
cers, prison police officers, and 
police personnel of the PSP.

Three of the existing admi-
nistrative regulations, inclu-
ding No.13/2005, suggest that 
a civil servant is only eligible 
for additional compensation 
should the concerned indivi-

dual work over 44 hours 
for four consecutive weeks 
within a month.

The security authori-
ty’s statistics show that, 
on average, customs offi-
cers work 45 to 46 hours 
per week, and firefighters 
work more than 48 hours 
per week. 

Under the new amend-
ment’s prescription, the 

government will calculate the 
aforementioned personnel’s 
working hours differently. Their 
average weekly working hou-
rs will be their monthly duty 
hours divided by the number 
of working days and then mul-
tiplied by five. The number of 
working days is the same as 
that of other civil servants. Offi-
cers will be eligible for additio-
nal compensation should the 
personnel work more than 44 
hours per week based on this 
new calculation method.

”Don’t think 
that nobody sees 
[your crime]. The 

cameras do.
WONG SIO CHAK

SECRETARY FOR SECURITY
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Triad boss arrested 
in Cambodia, 
reports HK media

Standing Committee 
wants oversight on 
public department 
rentals

LOCAL businessman 
and alleged head of 

the triad organization 
known as “Water Room,” 
Lai Tong Sang, has been 
reportedly arrested by 
Cambodian law-enforce-
ment agencies, according 
to Hong Kong news outlet 
Apple Daily. He will be 
handed over to Chinese 
authorities within days, 
according to the Apple 
Daily report.

The Hong Kong news 
outlet cited anonymous 
sources for verification of 
the information. 

According to the re-
port, Lai was thought to 
be connected to a case in-
volving Zhuhai business-
man Liang Jiarong.

Dubbed the richest 
man in Zhuhai, Liang is 
the founder of a company 
listed on the Shenzhen 
Stock Exchange, Shirong 
Zhaoye Company Limi-
ted. He is 58 years old and 
has held the position of 
chairman of the company 
since August 1998. 

Reports by mainland 
news outlets disclosed 
that Zhuhai’s police au-
thorities have announced 
the arrest of Liang in rela-
tion to several allegations, 
including picking fights 
and provoking trouble, 
purposefully causing in-
juries to others, illegal 
mining, and so on.

The Zhuhai authori-
ties have even promised a 
reward of 500,000 Chinese 
yuan to anyone who can 
provide evidence against 
Liang.

The Hong Kong news 
outlet claimed that Liang 
earned his first invest-
ment capital in Macau ca-
sinos, before returning to 
Zhuhai during the 1990s 
to make further invest-
ments in land. He achie-
ved the title of Zhuhai’s 
wealthiest person in 2009.

According to some re-
ports, Lai immigrated to 
Canada in 1996. It is un-
clear why he was in Cam-
bodia, as per the recent 
media report.

THE Executive branch 
should task a specific 

department with the su-
pervision and handling of 
public properties, a Stan-
ding Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly has 
proposed.

The Committee re-
cently concluded studying 
a report submitted by the 
government relating to 
real estate expenditure 
for public departments. 
The report disclosed that 
between 2017 and 2019, 
the government spent be-
tween 820 and 860 million 
patacas on real estate ren-
tal.

Lawmaker Mak Soi 
Kun, head of the Com-
mittee, revealed that the 
Committee has made se-
veral suggestions to the 
government. First, that the 
government should reexa-
mine the appropriateness 
of renting private proper-
ties. It should create a list 
of empty government-ow-
ned properties with rele-

vant dates and the reason 
for vacating them.

The Committee thinks 
this will be a good way to 
evaluate how much the 
government has spent or 
wasted on rent instead of 
using these vacant pro-
perties.

It is especially crucial 
for the government to 
reexamine the issue be-
cause it concerns public 
finance and efficiency of 
governance, according to 
Mak. More importantly, 
this year the city will see a 
budget deficit. The exten-
sive rental of private pro-
perties should be handled 
and supervised by a speci-
fic bureau, the Committee 
suggests.

Of all government de-
partments, the Public 
Administration and Civil 
Service Bureau and the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau 
had the biggest expendi-
ture on office rentals and 
on warehouse rentals, res-
pectively, in 2019. AL

GREATER BAY

Shenzhen emerges      as engine of China’s tech frontier
IN  the northern subur-

bs of tech city Shen-
zhen, a forest of tower 
cranes stand at the site 
of a cow farm that is 
being transformed into a 
scientific engine.

Here, the Guangming 
Science City is taking 
shape. The cluster of 
scientific facilities and 
universities now lies 
at the heart of China’s 
ambition to build the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-
-Macau Greater Bay Area 
into a science and inno-
vation center.

According to the local 
government, the Guang-
ming Science City has 
launched construction 
of 60 projects, involving 
total investments of 140 
billion yuan (20 billion 
U.S. dollars).

The Shenzhen Bay La-
boratory, which focuses 
on biomedical research, 
is among the latest to 
settle in the tech park in 
June. So far, the lab has 
assembled 49 teams to 
carry out COVID-19 re-
search, including on vi-

rus sequencing and an-
tibodies, said Zhan Qi-
min, director of the lab.

Labs and basic scien-
ce facilities are also 
prospering in other par-
ts of Guangdong Pro-
vince, helping the ma-
nufacturing heartland 
in south China rise as a 
new destination for the 
country’s, even the wor-
ld’s, researchers.

In 2018, the Chi-
na Spallation Neutron 
Source opened in Dong-
guan as a “super micros-
cope” to observe the mi-
crostructure of matter. 
A neutrino observatory 
is under construction in 
Jiangmen City, and a hi-
gh-intensity heavy-ion 
accelerator is being built 
in Huizhou City.

China has been pro-
moting joint develop-
ment in the bay area, 
which comprises Hong 
Kong, Macau and nine 
cities in Guangdong. 
Last year, China issued 
a more specific develo-
pment plan for the area. 
One of its major aims is 
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HUMAN clinical trials of 
BioNTech and Fosun 

Pharma’s Covid-19 vaccine 
have begun in China’s Jian-
gsu province. 

As of August 5, some 72 
participants have received 
a dose of the Covid-19 vac-
cine, BNT162b. The com-
panies are set to enlist 144 
healthy subjects of various 
ages to receive two doses of 
the vaccine 21 days apart. 

If successful, this clinical 
trial will allow the vaccine 
to gain regulatory approval 
by Marketing Authorities 
and be commercialized in 
Macau, Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and Mainland China.

The trial in China will be a 
follow-up of trials that have 
taken place in Germany and 
the United States, to ensure 
that the effectiveness of the 
vaccine can be replicated in 
Chinese participants. 

The first vaccine candida-
te, BNT162b2, has been un-
dergoing trials since July 27 
by BioNTech and Pfizer. The 
pharmaceutical companies 

have plans to explore clini-
cal trials of other vaccines in 
China following the success 
of the RNA technology.

For this collaboration 
Pfizer, known for their clini-
cal vaccine research, relies 
on BioNTech’s breakthrou-
gh mRNA technology. The 
partnership will allow the 
companies to scale up glo-
bal manufacturing to supply 
the world with the vaccine.

CEO and Co-founder of 
BioNTech, Ugur Sahin said 
that “this is an important 
step toward our goal to rea-
ch marketing authorization 
and ensure vaccine supply 
in China to help prevent 
new Covid-19 outbreaks in 
the most populous country 
in the world.” 

Ai-Min Hui, President of 
Global R&D, and Chief Me-
dical Officer of Fosun Phar-
ma said that the partnership 
with BioNTech will “syn-
chronize the development 
process in China with other 
countries, and bring the 
vaccine to public as soon as 
possible, if the vaccine suc-
ceeds.”

STARTING from 6 a.m. today, people 
who are entering Macau from Hong 

Kong or have been to Hong Kong in the 
preceding 14 days, will be required to pre-
sent a negative Covid-19 nucleic acid re-
sult obtained within the past 24 hours, the 
Novel Coronavirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center announced yesterday.

Previously, arrivals had to show a nega-
tive test result from within the past seven 
days. 

The stricter rule comes as Hong Kong 
grapples with its so-called ‘third wave’ of 
locally-transmitted infections.

If travelers from Hong Kong fail to pre-
sent a valid test result, they may be denied 
entry by the Macau border authorities. The 
Center has also notified cross-boundary 
transport operator to deny anyone without 
the result from boarding their carriers. The 
two-week quarantine will remain in force, 
the Center said.

The Center also announced that charges 
for nucleic acid tests will be lowered from 
MOP180 to MOP120 from August 12. Ma-
cau residents and non-resident workers 
will be entitled to a first free-of-charge test.

Tests done prior to August 12 will be 
charged at the current price. People who 
have booked a test may opt for changing to 
a later date on the test application website 
to enjoy the deducted price. AL

GREATER BAY

Shenzhen emerges      as engine of China’s tech frontier

to build an international 
innovation and technolo-
gy hub.

Zhong Hai, an official 
in charge of Shenzhen’s 
technological sector, said 
the construction of ba-
sic science installations 

will improve the overall 
innovation capacity of 
Shenzhen, which is be-
tter known for housing 
China’s many tech firms 
like Huawei and Tencent.

The construction of the 
innovation hub has alrea-

dy lured in many gradua-
tes from Hong Kong, ac-
cording to Xinhua, which 
neighbors Shenzhen and 
boasts many universities.

Sing Chan, who lau-
nched an e-commerce 
platform in Shenzhen, is 

busy assisting Hong Kong 
entrepreneurs who wish 
to set up their businesses 
on the Chinese mainland.

Over half of the Hong 
Kong teams came to the 
mainland for software 
and engineering hardwa-
re projects, according to 
the young entrepreneur 
from Hong Kong, who 
has helped bring over 
200 Hong Kong-invested 
companies and entrepre-
neurial teams into Shen-
zhen.

Peter Ding, who fou-
nded a high-tech firm 
on robotic applications 
in Shenzhen, noted the 
bay area’s manufactu-
ring prowess, which can 
help high-tech firms ef-
ficiently realize their 
brainchild.

“They (tech firms) can 
rely on Shenzhen as a re-
search and development 
center, assemble produc-
ts in cities like Foshan 
and Dongguan and be-
nefit from basic science 
research in Hong Kong’s 
universities,” Ding said. 
MDT/XINHUA

Covid-19 vaccine 
trials begin in 
Jiangsu province

Measures on 
entrants from 
HK further 
tightened
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Mila Just

Top model sees 
potential in Macau 
for Russian tourists
RENATO MARQUES

LIVING in Macau for the 
past 10 years, Mila Just 

is a well-known face among 
the modeling, entertain-
ment, and promotion sce-
nes. Less known is that Mila, 
who prefers to be known by 
her first name, came to Ma-
cau back in 2006 when the 
then 20-year-old Saint Pe-
tersburg University student 
said “why not?” to an advert 
for Russia’s Next Top Model 
she heard on the radio. 

This decision not only 
changed her life but instil-
led in her a sense of impro-
visation and adaptability, 
which she now employs 
in a brand-new direction. 
Among her many ideas for 
the future, is a recent one to 
promote Macau as a desti-
nation for Russian tourists, 
which came about while 
browsing social media.

A CHANCE APPLICATION 
IN MACAU

It was modeling that first 
brought Mila to Macau.

Participation in the Rus-
sia’s Next Top Model com-
petition opened unexpec-
ted doors for her and hel-
ped her develop new skills, 
she told the Times.

“In the contest, every-
thing was unexpected,” she 
said. “We were often given 
one hour to prepare oursel-
ves for a certain task and we 
did not know what it was. It 
could be a photo-shoot or 
a dance class or anything 
else.”

This refined her ability to 
improvise, and to respond 
to unexpected situations.

Mila explained to the 
Times that it was with the 
same spirit that she faced 

the recent Covid-19 crisis 
and the cessation of all mo-
deling and performance 
jobs.

With her newfound spa-
re time, the model decided 
to “do things that I had 
wished to do before, but 
never had found time to 
do.”

For example, she deci-
ded to teach the Russian 
language to her two chil-
dren. “I started by tea-
ching them the language 
as a communication skill 
and also as a way to keep 
their culture, but I soon 
realized that there were 
other children in Macau 
that, like them, were born 
in mixed-culture families 
and had difficulties lear-
ning the Russian langua-
ge,” said Mila. “So I created 
this small study group and 
I have been dedicating a lot 
of time to this task, which 
makes me very happy.”

After participating in the 
TV show, Mila embarked 
on a modeling career that 
took her across Asia; from 
Singapore to Hong Kong to 
Seoul to Tokyo. She would 
occasionally visit Macau for 
either work or sightseeing 
purposes while working on 
longer jobs in Hong Kong.

During one of those trips 
in 2010 - when she was 
considering taking a break 
from all of this traveling - 
she decided to pass her ré-
sumé to some of the many 
integrated resorts that were 
opening at the time.

A call arrived from 
Banyan Tree Macau and 
she seized the opportunity 
to take a job as receptio-
nist. Within a short time, 
she moved from reception 
to taking care of the guests, 

from their arrival at the air-
port and during their entire 
stay.

Through that job she 
met her husband, an airli-
ne captain based in Macau, 
and the prospect of staying 
for a longer period in Ma-
cau became real.

MUCH TO OFFER 
THE RUSSIAN VISITOR

Today, Mila has the vi-
sion to bring Russian tou-
rists to experience Macau.

As the co-creator of the 
page “macaoguide” on so-
cial media platform Insta-
gram, Mila said that she re-
cently discovered the great 
interest of Russian people 
in getting to know Macau.

“The Russian market is 
a huge window of oppor-
tunity; only one person is 
writing about Macau to 
Russian people (which is 
the one doing it for the Ma-
cao Government Tourism 
Office) but that person is 
not even here, they are in 
Russia. But I am here, I 
have been living here for so 
long and I know Macau and 
love Macau a lot so I think 
I can give them a different 
and more local perspecti-
ve,” she told the Times. 

“For most people [in 
Russia], Macau is still unk-
nown and people only 
know that Macau is […] ri-
ght next to Hong Kong and 
has casinos, but people 
don’t know how rich it is 
and have no idea how ‘cra-
zy’ it is with a mix of cultu-
res and influences.”

The model-turned-
-blogger added that she 
now travels everywhere 
with her phone in-hand, 
showing Macau to the page 
followers. 

“I believe that as soon 
as borders open, there will 
be many Russians inte-
rested in visiting Macau,” 
Mila said, adding that she 
is so confident about this 
that she even applied to 
get an official tour guide 
license in Macau.

“Macau isn’t that far 
[from Russia] and people 
there do like South Asian 
countries and cultures,” 
she said. “We are even 
close to Portuguese cultu-
re in some aspects, such 
as culinary traditions. I 
think [Macau] will be a 
perfect destination for 
Russians.”

Mila said that Russian 
visitors would be most 
interested in the “recor-
d-breaking” aspects of 
Macau. “We have so many 
things, like the most 
beautiful and largest casi-
nos in the world, the ‘lon-
gest bridge in the world’ 
[the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau Bridge], the Guin-
ness-record holder for the 
world tallest bungee jump 
[at the Macau Tower], the 
beautiful Lisboa [Hotel] 
and then, of course, Cotai 
with the replicas of Venice 
and Paris all in the same 
place.” 

“These will be the 

number one attractions, 
but then they will want 
to see ‘Portugal in Macau’ 
present in old Taipa, old 
Macau, the pavements, 
the ‘pastel de nata’ and all 
those items that nobody 
would expect to see in a 
Chinese city,” Mila said. 

She added that in this 
respect, Macanese cui-
sine will also be very at-
tractive to Russian palates 
as, for them, it will have a 
very “homey” feeling.

With so much to see 
and experience in Macau, 
Mila says that these tou-
rists will not be of the sin-
gle-day traveler variety.
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Canadian Embassy in Beijing

China sentences third Canadian 
to death on drug charges 
C

HINA has sentenced a 
third Canadian citizen 
to death on drug charges 
amid a steep decline in 

relations between the two coun-
tries.

The Guangzhou Municipal In-
termediate Court announced Xu 
Weihong’s penalty on Thursday 
and said an alleged accomplice, 
Wen Guanxiong, had been given a 
life sentence. 

Death sentences are automa-
tically referred to China’s highest 
court for review. 

The brief court statement gave 
no details but local media in the 
southern Chinese city at the heart 
of the country’s manufacturing 
industry said Xu and Wen had ga-
thered ingredients and tools and 
began making the drug ketamine 
in October 2016, then stored the fi-
nal product in Xu’s home in Guan-
gzhou’s Haizhu district. 

Police later confiscated more 
than 120 kilograms of the drug 
from Xu’s home and another ad-
dress, the reports said. Ketamine is 
a powerful pain killer that has be-

come popular among club goers 
in China and elsewhere. 

Relations between China and 
Canada soured over the arrest 
of Meng Wanzhou, an executive 
and the daughter of the founder 
of Chinese tech giant Huawei, at 
Vancouver’s airport in late 2018. 
The U.S. wants her extradited to 

face fraud charges over the com-
pany’s dealings with Iran. Her ar-
rest infuriated Beijing, which sees 
her case as a political move de-
signed to prevent China’s rise as a 
global technology power. 

In apparent retaliation, China 
detained former Canadian diplo-
mat Michael Kovrig and Canadian 

entrepreneur Michael Spavor, ac-
cusing them of vague national se-
curity crimes. 

Soon after, China handed a 
death sentence to convicted Ca-
nadian drug smuggler Robert 
Schellenberg in a sudden retrial, 
and in April 2019, gave the dea-
th penalty to a Canadian citizen 

identified as Fan Wei in a multina-
tional drug smuggling case. 

China has also placed restric-
tions on various Canadian ex-
ports to China, including canola 
seed oil, in an apparent attempt 
to pressure Ottawa into releasing 
Meng. 

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wenbin said 
there was no connection between 
Xu’s sentencing and current Chi-
na-Canada relations. 

“I would like to stress that Chi-
na’s judicial authorities handle 
the relevant case independently 
in strict accordance with Chinese 
law and legal procedures,” Wang 
said at a daily briefing Thursday. 
“This case should not inflict any 
impact on China-Canada rela-
tions.” 

Like many Asian nations, China 
deals out stiff penalties for manu-
facturing and selling illegal drugs, 
including the death penalty. In 
December 2009, Pakistani-British 
businessman Akmal Shaikh was 
executed after being convicted of 
smuggling heroin, despite allega-
tions he was mentally disturbed. 

“Death sentences for drug-rela-
ted crimes that are extremely dan-
gerous will help deter and prevent 
such crimes,” Wang said. “China’s 
judicial authorities handle cases 
involving criminals of different 
nationalities in accordance with 
law.”
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A court in Indonesia has convicted and sentenced to death 
a 41-year-old mechanic for his part in the bombing of two 
nightclubs in the island resort of Bali last year.

At least 190 people from 21 countries died in the blasts. 
Most were foreign tourists, nearly half of them from Aus-
tralia.

Amrozi bin Nurhasyim is the first to stand trial for the bom-
bs, which ripped through the crowded nightclub area in the 
island’s Kuta district.

He was found guilty of conspiring, planning and carrying 
out an act of terrorism.

He grinned broadly as the judge read out the guilty ver-
dict, and then punched the air and turned around to give 
the thumbs-up sign to the courtroom as he was handed his 
death sentence.

But the judge’s final words were almost drowned out by 
cheers and applause from relatives and survivors of the 
bombings who packed the public gallery.

Five judges heard from more than 40 witnesses during his 
three-month trial, including survivors.

Throughout, Amrozi has appeared in court smiling de-
fiantly and chanting furious slogans at the courtroom.

He has been known as the “smiling bomber” by the Aus-
tralian press since he appeared laughing before television 
crews following his arrest last year.

He was charged after admitting buying the explosives and 
the minivan used in the bombings. Two of his brothers were 
also arrested, and are awaiting trial along with two others.

Survivors and relatives of the victims have welcomed the 
verdict, although some believe Amrozi should not have 
been handed a death sentence.

“Becoming a martyr is what he wants,” said Susannah 
Miller, who lost her brother Dan in the attack.

“It will add fuel to the fire of fundamentalism.”
Arguing for life imprisonment instead, she said, “It is very 

much a life sentence of grief for the relatives.”
Amrozi has said he is not worried by the death penalty.
“I’ll be happy to die a martyr,” he said. “After me there will be 

a million more Amrozis.”
Police yesterday said the militant Muslim group believed 

to be behind the Bali bombings, Jemaah Islamiah, was also 
behind the suicide car bomb attack two days ago on the 
Marriott Hotel in Jakarta, in which at least 10 people died.

The group is believed to have links with Osama bin Laden’s 
al-Quaeda network.

Courtesy BBC News

2003 Bali BomBer smiles
    at guilty verdict

In context

Amrozi was the first of three people to be sentenced to 
death for the Bali attacks. One of the others was his broth-
er, Mukhlas, believed to be the mastermind behind the plot.
The third brother, Ali Imron, expressed remorse for what he 
had done and was sentenced to life imprisonment.
A fifth key suspect, Idris, was convicted in August 2004 
of the Jakarta attack, but cleared of taking part in the Bali 
bombings - despite having admitted it - due to a legal 
technicality.
More than a dozen others were given lengthy jail sentenc-
es for their part in the plot.
Two suspects - university lecturer Dr Azahari Husin and 
electronics expert Dulmatin - have so far escaped capture 
by police.
Both are believed to be bomb-making experts. Husin is 
also a key suspect for the Jakarta hotel bombing.
Amrozi’s appeal against his death sentence was thrown 
out by the Supreme Court in January 2004. His lawyers say 
they will now file a judicial review.

this day in historyNorth Korea’s escalating virus 
response raises fear of outbreak
N

ORTH Korea is 
q u a r a n t i n i n g 
thousands of 
people and shi-

pping food and other aid 
to a southern city locked 
down over coronavirus 
worries, officials said, as 
the country’s response to a 
suspected case reinforces 
doubt about its longstan-
ding claim to be virus-free. 

But amid the outside 
skepticism and a stream of 
North Korean propaganda 
glorifying its virus efforts, 
an exchange between the 
country and the United 
Nations is providing new 
clarity — and actual num-
bers — about what might 
be happening in North 
Korea, which has closed 
its borders and cut tra-
vel — never a free-flowing 
stream — by outsider mo-
nitors and journalists.

In late July, North Ko-
rea said it had imposed 
its “maximum emergency 
system” to guard against 

LEBANESE officials tar-
geted in the investiga-

tion of the massive blast 
that tore through Beirut 
sought to shift blame for 
the presence of explosives 
at the city’s port, and the 
visiting French president 
warned yesterday that wi-
thout serious reforms the 
country would “continue to 
sink.”

The blast Tuesday, whi-
ch appeared to have been 
caused by an accidental 
fire that ignited a warehou-
se full of ammonium ni-
trate at the city’s port, ri-
ppled across the Lebanese 
capital, killing at least 135 
people, injuring more than 
5,000 and causing wides-
pread destruction.

It also may have acce-
lerated the country’s co-
ronavirus outbreak, as 
thousands flooded into 
hospitals in the wake of the 
blast. Tens of thousands 
have been forced to move 
in with relatives and friends 
after their homes were 

the virus spreading after 
finding a person with CO-
VID-19 symptoms in Kae-
song city, near the border 
with rival South Korea.

State media reported 
that leader Kim Jong Un 
then ordered a total lock-
down of Kaesong, and said 
the suspected case was 
a North Korean who had 
earlier fled to South Korea 
before slipping back into 
Kaesong last month.

North Korea’s public ad-
mission of its first poten-
tial case and the emergen-
cy steps it took prompted 
immediate outside specu-
lation that it may be wor-
ried about a big outbreak 
after months of steadfastly 
claiming it had no cases. 
Foreign experts are highly 
skeptical of North Korea’s 
assertion of no cases, in 
large part because of its 
long, porous border with 
China, where the virus 
emerged, and its history 
of hiding past disease ou-

damaged, further raising 
the risks of exposure.

French President Emma-
nuel Macron visited yester-
day amid widespread pled-
ges of international aid. But 
Lebanon, which was alrea-
dy mired in a severe econo-
mic crisis, faces a daunting 
challenge in rebuilding. It’s 
unclear how much support 

tbreaks.
In a report to the World 

Health Organization, Nor-
th Korea said it has qua-
rantined 64 first contacts 
of the suspected Keasong 
case and 3,571 secondary 
contacts in state-run fa-
cilities for a period of 40 
days, according to Dr. 
Edwin Salvador, WHO re-
presentative to North Ko-
rea.

Salvador said in an 
email to The Associated 
Press that North Korea 
also informed WHO of 
the suspected first case, 
saying the person was tes-
ted for COVID-19 but the 
results were inconclusive. 
Salvador said WHO has re-
quested that North Korea 
share more information 
about the person.

Salvador said all of Nor-
th Korea’s borders remain 
closed, group gatherings 
are banned, masks are re-
quired in public, and all 
educational institutions, 

the international commu-
nity will offer the notoriou-
sly corrupt and dysfunctio-
nal government.

Macron, who viewed the 
devastated port and was to 
meet with senior Lebanese 
officials, said the visit is “an 
opportunity to have a frank 
and challenging dialogue 
with the Lebanese political 

including preschools, are 
on an extended summer 
break. Since the end of De-
cember, North Korea has 
quarantined and released 
25,905 people, 382 of them 
foreigners, Salvador said.

Many outside observers 
are all but certain the virus 
has already entered North 
Korea because it closed 
its border with China, its 
biggest trading partner, 
weeks after the world’s 
first known virus cases 
were recorded in China 
in December. Monito-
ring groups in Seoul have 
steadfastly reported about 
North Korean virus cases 
and deaths.

A major coronavirus 
outbreak may cause a hu-
manitarian disaster be-
cause of North Korea’s 
broken public health care 
system and lack of medical 
supplies. 

But it’s unclear how se-
rious North Korea’s cur-
rent situation is. MDT/AP

powers and institutions.”
He said France will work 

to coordinate aid but war-
ned that “if reforms are not 
made, Lebanon will conti-
nue to sink.”

Later, as he toured one 
of the hardest-hit nei-
ghborhoods, an angry 
crowd vented its fury at 
Lebanon’s political leaders, 
chanting “Revolution” and 
“The people want to bring 
down the regime,” slogans 
used during mass protests 
last year.

Macron said he was not 
there to endorse the “regi-
me” and vowed that French 
aid would not fall into the 
“hands of corruption.”

Losses from the blast 
are estimated to be be-
tween $10 billion to $15 
billion, Beirut Gov. Marwan 
Abboud told the Saudi-ow-
ned TV station Al-Hadath 
on Wednesday, adding that 
nearly 300,000 people are 
homeless.

The head of Lebanon’s 
customs department 
meanwhile confirmed in 
an interview with LBC TV 
late Wednesday that offi-
cials had sent five or six 
letters over the years to the 
judiciary asking that the 
ammonium nitrate be re-
moved because of the dan-
gers it posed. AP

LEBANON

Officials probe blast amid 
rising anger, calls for change
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Overjoy; 6- Flat shelf; 11- Dallas sch.; 14- Aired again; 15- 

Mountaineer’s tool; 16- Bentley of “American Beauty”; 17- Biblical brother; 18- 
Quality; 19- Martinique, e.g.; 20- “Magnum, P.I.” setting; 22- Less common; 24- 
Short allegorical story; 28- In working order; 30- Tip of Massachusetts; 31- In 
readiness; 32- One cubic meter; 33- Innocent; 37- Melancholic; 38- Brief brawl; 
39- VCR button; 40- “St. ____,” hospital TV series; 43- Move effortlessly; 45- 
Elevate; 46- Bird having a very large bill; 47- Catlike; 49- Shining; 50- Horizontal; 
51- Fall short; 52- Metal-bearing mineral; 53- Stern with a bow; 56- Little bits; 61- 
Photographer Goldin; 62- Suckle; 63- Small hill; 64- Overhead trains; 65- No-see-
ums; 66- Raring to go;
 
DOWN: 1- Period of history; 2- Salonga of “Miss Saigon”; 3- Part of ETA; 4- Chinese 
“way”; 5- Dignify; 6- Supple; 7- Beige; 8- Narc’s org.; 9- Moo goo ___ pan; 10- Pull 
out; 11- Eddy; 12- Fight, disturbance; 13- 
Manipulator; 21- Entirely; 23- Genesis 
shepherd; 24- Deputised group; 25- 
Conductor Dorati; 26- Orchestra section; 
27- Televise; 28- Put together; 29- Silage 
storage tower; 31- Unconventional; 33- 
Honkers; 34- “All My Children” vixen; 35- 
Four-door; 36- Hound’s trail; 38- Type of 
guard; 41- Della’s creator; 42- Lamenting 
loudly; 43- Divine; 44- Him, to Henri; 46- 
___ chi ch’uan; 47- Untamed; 48- 2, 4, 6, 
8, etc.; 49- Speed contests; 50- Single; 
51- Swift; 54- Sky light; 55- First name in 
Notre Dame football; 57- ___ roll; 58- ___ 
out (dress up); 59- Bass, e.g.; 60- Camera 
type, briefly;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Without even realizing it, you 
have quickly ascended to the 
top of  a powerful person’s 
list. Just by doing the right 
thing in the right way, you’re 
succeeding!

Apr. 20-May. 20
It’s important to live in the 
present. Not only will it help 
you get further ahead, but it 
will also help you enjoy those 
plans all the more when they 
do happen.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
It stinks to have to depend on 
other people, but resist the urge 
to take over their share of  the 
work, too. Just stick to your own 
responsibilities. It might take 
longer to get things done...

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Have you ever thought about 
how you come across to others? 
Image isn’t something that should 
drive your personality, but it’s 
something you need to consider, 
especially in your work life. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Someone you care about 
could throw a wrench into 
your plans, and you’ll have to 
do your best to avoid getting 
angry about not getting what 
you want. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
In other situations, keep an eye 
out for that person who always 
seems to have the answers. They 
have the answers for you, too. Get 
to know this person and see where 
it goes.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
They’ll make an offhand 
comment that, if  you hear it in 
the right way, will explain how 
they think. You can become a 
much more valuable friend to 
them.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You and a friend have opposing 
ideas about what to do, and the 
tension might be getting so hot 
that you’re thinking of  cutting 
them off altogether. What’s the 
best way to solve this problem? 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
In the meantime, rely on yourself  
to get what you want. You can do 
it! Just because someone offers 
to do you a favor doesn’t mean 
you have to let them do you that 
favor.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Sensitivity could get in your 
way today. Dancing around 
the truth just so you won’t hurt 
some insecure person’s feelings 
is exhausting, and you might not 
have the patience for it right now.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Now is not the time to sit in the 
background and watch everyone 
else take care of  things. You need 
to try to get things moving. Get 
your allies together. They need 
your involvement.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
If  you meet someone new today, 
it could be the person who 
changes your life. Of  course, they 
might just be a nice person, but 
either way, you should engage 
with them in a genuine way.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu

The Bristol Class 3&4 1510 Metres (Sand)
2020-08-09 | Sun | 16:00

NEW Zealand gelding Pearl Lucky (pictured) by Red Giant out from 
Crystal Hill should follow through his upward racing curve come this 

Sunday. Trainer K. H. LEONG and owner Mr. CHAN has good solid win-
ners in the past few meetings, latest being last Sunday Pearl Green won 
The Barnet turf race. The winning team has another winning hopeful in 
Pearl Lucky this Sunday. Pearl Lucky’s last two run were full of merits, his 
run 19 July was unlucky and raced without cover most of the trip - ente-
ring the home straight he was bumped by Chromium Alloy and that cau-
sed him the race. His 24 July sand race which saw him again raced wide, 
but at the concluding stages he picked the bid up and fight on strongly 
with Eclair Mirage, there he was defeated only by a very thin margin at 
the tight photo finish. There is no Eclair Mirage this time, Jockey K. H. Yu 
with a good draw barrier in gate 3 and carrying 125. Pearl Lucky should 
find this race very handy.

RACE 2 The Bristol (Sand) - 5 Pearl Lucky Win & Place 

NICK WADHAMS

S
ECRETARY of State Michael 
Pompeo urged American com-
panies to bar Chinese appli-
cations from their app stores, 

signaling that U.S. efforts to banish 
Chinese technology from U.S. compu-
ters and smartphones will extend well 
beyond the push to force a sale or shu-
tdown of TikTok.

Pompeo said Wednesday that “un-
trusted Chinese apps” like TikTok and 
WeChat pose “significant threats to the 
personal data of American citizens” 
and are potential tools for Chinese 
content and censorship. He also cal-
led for companies to refuse to make 
their apps available for phones made 
by Huawei Technologies Corp. and for 
ending the use of Chinese cloud pro-
viders such as Tencent Holding Ltd., 
Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. and Baidu 
Inc. for sensitive American data.

“We don’t want companies to be 
complicit in Huawei’s human rights 
abuses or the CCP’s surveillance appa-
ratus,” he said in reference to the Chi-
nese Communist Party.

The “Clean Network” guidance 
Pompeo announced stopped short of 
an ultimatum and isn’t binding, but it 
represents an escalation in President 
Donald Trump’s efforts to limit the 
spread of Chinese technology that U.S. 
officials say imperils Americans’ priva-
te information and national security. 
Trump has pledged to ban TikTok, the 
viral video app, from the U.S. by Sept. 
15 unless its U.S. operations are sold 
to an American company. Microsoft 
Corp. is in talks to buy its U.S. opera-
tions.

Pompeo contends that apps such 
as TikTok are harvesting U.S. citizens’ 
data, putting it at risk of being exploi-
ted by the Chinese Communist Party. 

CK Hutchison Hol-
dings Ltd.’s profit 

fell as the Hong Kong 
conglomerate founded 
by the city’s richest ty-
coon Li Ka-shing saw 
its retail, ports and real 
estate businesses hurt 
by the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Net income fell to 
HKD13.2 billion ($1.7 
billion) for the six mon-
ths through June, the 
company said in a sta-
tement yesterday. The 
company also lowered 
its planned dividend to 
HKD0.614 a share from 
HKD0.87 per share last 
year.

The CK business em-
pire spans ports, tele-
communications, retail 
and utilities with two-
-thirds of profit last year 
coming from Europe, 
making it more vulnera-
ble to the pandemic that 
has hit the continent 
harder than Hong Kong. 
At the same time, mon-
ths of protests against 
China’s tightening grip 
on Hong Kong have also 
hurt CK Hutchison’s re-
tail businesses in the 
city and raised concern 
that simmering geopo-
litical tension could 

make it harder for Li to 
make deals overseas.

The first-half resul-
ts included a HKD9.2 
billion gain from the 
merger of its Australian 
phone venture with 
TPG Telecom Ltd.

After the pandemi-
c-led sell-off that drag-
ged down both the city’s 
benchmark Hang Seng 
Index and CK Hutchi-
son’s shares in March, 
the index has partially 
recovered while the 
company’s stock is still 
trading near the year’s 
low.

The plunge has pa-
red its market value to 
about half of net assets, 
the least since it was for-
med in a 2015 restructu-
ring.

Profit at the group’s 
listed property arm also 
fell as the pandemic un-
dermined demand for 
residential real estate. 
Sales for new residen-
tial real estate projec-
ts slated will likely be 
postponed amid the 
pandemic, while mass 
residential prices could 
drop as much as 10% 
this year, Jones Lang 
LaSalle Inc. estimates. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

TikTok counters that U.S. users’ data is 
stored outside China and is safe.

In another initiative, Pompeo said 
the U.S. will seek to ensure China can’t 
harvest data transmitted via under-
sea cable, especially that laid down by 
Huawei subsidiary Huawei Marine.

Chinese officials and analysts have 
denounced Trump’s push against their 
country’s technology companies.

“Pompeo and other American poli-
ticians use state security as an excuse 
and use state power to oppress Chine-
se high-tech companies,” Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesman Wang Wen-
bin told a regular briefing in Beijing on 
Thursday. “We are firmly opposed to 
this. Their action has no factual basis.”

“Trump’s move is threatening to 
split the internet, and this is something 
the world should avoid,” Zhao Ruiqi, 
vice director of the School of Marxism 
at the Communication University of 
China in Beijing, has said. “Countries 
should sit down and discuss the limits 
of national security when it comes to 
internet governance.”

The secretary of state’s announce-
ment marked the latest move in the 
Trump administration’s campaign to 
counter China on multiple fronts -- 
from tensions over the South China Sea 
to human rights disputes over Beijing’s 
crackdown on Hong Kong and its treat-
ment of Muslims and ethnic minorities 

in Xinjiang province. The election-sea-
son campaign against China has ste-
pped up significantly since Trump am-
plified rhetoric blaming China for the 
coronavirus pandemic that originated 
there.

Pompeo and his team argue that 
the technology sphere is especially im-
portant and that tougher action now 
will help counter China’s steady move 
toward global leadership in artificial 
intelligence and digital surveillance. In 
their most dire predictions, officials say 
that Americans’ adoption of Chinese 
technology could be used against them 
in the event of a cyber attack or military 
crisis with China.

“What you’re seeing is alignment 
around the Clean Network,” Keith 
Krach, the U.S. undersecretary for 
economic affairs, said in an interview. 
“Huawei along with its CCP appenda-
ges - like cloud and apps and cables - 
create the Orwellian big brother state 
which extends the great one-way China 
firewall, where data comes in but not 
out and, reciprocally, propaganda goes 
out, but the truth doesn’t come in.”

Pompeo didn’t say whether the U.S. 
will later seek to enforce the new gui-
delines or what authority it would use 
to do so, though officials have pointed 
to an executive order Trump signed last 
year to ensure a safe information-tech-
nology supply chain. BLOOMBERG

Pompeo urges cutting ties 
with Chinese tech companies

Li Ka-shing’s 
group profit 
drops as 
pandemic 
slams business
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Cambodian butcher quits dog meat 
trade, shuts slaughterhouse

Animal rights activists in Cambodia have gained a small vic-
tory in their effort to end the trade in dog meat, convincing a 
canine slaughterhouse in one village to abandon the business.

Buth Pith and his wife Khath Hach this week shut down the 
small abattoir they had operated for about seven years after 
animal protection groups agreed to provide them an alternate 
living by building a small convenience store for them.

Animal activists are taking the 15 dogs that had been caged 
at the slaughterhouse to an animal shelter in the capital, Ph-

nom Penh, for rehabilitation, after which they will be offered 
for adoption, either in Cambodia or abroad.

The closure this week in Chi Meakh village in Kampong 
Thom province follows a bigger victory in the northwestern 
province of Siem Reap, a popular tourist destination, which 
in July outlawed the buying, selling and butchering of dogs 
for food.

More on macaudailytimes.com

OPINION
World Views
Hussein Ibish, Bloomberg

India recorded its biggest 
single-day death toll of 904 
as new infections surged 
by 56,282 to nearly 2 
million. The Health Ministry 
says the total fatalities 
reached 40,699, half of 
them in the past 30 days. 
India has the third-most 
cases in the world and 
the fifth-highest death 
toll. A fire at a hospital 
intensive-care unit killed 
eight coronavirus patients 
in the western city of 
Ahmedabad. 

The Philippines reported 
a total of more than 
119,000 coronavirus cases, 
overtaking Indonesia 
with the most infections 
in Southeast Asia, as its 
economy shrank alarmingly 
and plunged into recession. 
The Department of Health 
reported 3,561 new cases 
yesterday, bringing the 
country’s total to 119,460, 
including 2,150 deaths. 
Officials said the economy 
contracted 16.5% in the 
second quarter, its worst 
performance in decades.

Nepal’s government 
has reimposed some 
restrictions, shutting down 
hotels and restaurants 
and restricting travel 
because of the increasing 
number of coronavirus 
cases. The Home Ministry 
said all gatherings will be 
prohibited and movement 
of people and vehicles will 
not be allowed at night. 

UK The government says 
it won’t be using 50 million 
face masks it bought during 
a scramble to secure 
protective equipment for 
medics at the height of 
the coronavirus outbreak 
because of safety 
concerns. Papers filed in 
a court case reveal that 
the masks will not be 
distributed because they 
have ear loops rather than 
head loops and may not fit 
tightly enough. The masks 
were part of a 252-million-
pound contract the 
government signed with 
investment firm Ayanda 
Capital in April.
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Hezbollah will not 
escape blame for beirut

As if the Lebanese haven’t suffered enough. For mon-
ths, they have been caught between an economic mel-
tdown, crumbling public services and a surging pan-
demic. Now they must count the dead and survey the 
extensive damage to their capital after two giant explo-
sions earlier this week.

Prime Minister Hassan Diab’s government says the 
explosions were caused when careless welding ignited 
about 2,750 tons of ammonium nitrate, a highly combus-
tible material used as fertilizer and for bomb-making. By 
comparison, Timothy McVeigh used about 2.4 tons of the 
same chemical in the 1995 Oklahoma City bombing. The 
2015 disaster in the Chinese city of Tianjin was caused by 
the explosion of 800 tons of ammonium nitrate.

The equivalent of 1,100 Oklahoma City-size bombs 
could indeed account for the devastation and the red-
dish mushroom cloud that plumed gaudily over the Bei-
rut port. But it doesn’t mean Lebanese will simply accept 
that the explosion was an unavoidable, force majeure 
event.

Assuming the official account holds up, the disaster 
again exposes the rot that is destroying the country — an 
especially corrosive mix of corruption, ineptitude and 
malign intentions.

The ammonium nitrate was apparently seized in 
2013 from a Moldovan-flagged ship traveling from Geor-
gia to Mozambique. But someone — who, we don’t yet 
know — brought it into Beirut; instead of returning, auc-
tioning or disposing of it, the port management inexcu-
sably allowed it to be stored there for years.

There are no prizes for guessing who in Lebanon might 
be interested in keeping such vast quantities of explosive 
material close at hand. The U.S. Treasury and Israel both 
believe Hezbollah controls many of Beirut’s port facilities.

Diab, whose government is entirely dependent on poli-
tical support from Hezbollah and its Maronite Christian 
allies, has vowed to hold those responsible to account. 
More than likely, some minor officials will be fingered for 
permitting improper storage of highly dangerous mate-
rial.

Iran-backed Hezbollah, with its large and well-armed 
militia as well as its political hold on the prime minister, 
has nothing to fear from the state. But it will not escape 
public opprobrium: Most Lebanese will assume the am-
monium nitrate belonged to the militia, for use in Syria 
and against Israel.

Why the chemicals exploded is another matter, rich 
with possibilities of conjecture. In the court of public opi-
nion, the usual suspects will be rounded up from the on-
going shadow war between Iran and Hezbollah on one 
side and Israel on the other. President Donald Trump, 
who can be relied upon to make everything worse, spe-
culated it was a deliberate attack. This will be picked up 
and amplified by conspiracy theorists in the Middle East.

But suspicions of Hezbollah’s culpability will intensify 
today when a United Nations special tribunal for Leba-
non that has been looking into the 2005 assassination of 
former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri is expected 
to issue verdicts in cases against four Hezbollah cadres 
being tried in absentia. The men are in hiding, and have 
not been seen in years; even if they are found guilty, no 
one expects them to be handed over. Hariri, remember, 
was killed in a massive blast.

A guilty verdict would increase domestic pressure on 
Hezbollah, its allies and the government. When Lebane-
se have finished mourning their dead, anger will return 
— the kind that fueled the massive street demonstrations 
that brought down Diab’s predecessor last October.

Even without the Beirut blasts, the timing of the verdict 
would have been awkward for Diab, who is struggling 
to negotiate an economic bailout with the International 
Monetary Fund: Among the hurdles is Hezbollah’s resis-
tance to the necessary reforms.  

Hezbollah finds itself uncomfortably positioned as the 
principal backer of the government presiding over a tho-
roughgoing collapse of the Lebanese state and society. 
It will not easily shake off blame for the Beirut blast, or 
for the Hariri assassination. Even in this country that has 
suffered so much and for so long, the latest of Lebanon’s 
tragedies will not soon be forgotten, nor its perpetrators 
forgiven. [Abridged]

Police: Three teens 
inadvertently jump 
wall into Mar-a-Lago

TERRY SPENCER, FORT 
LAUDERDALE (FLA.)

THREE teenagers fleeing 
police while carrying 

a semiautomatic gun in a 
backpack jumped a wall at 
President Donald Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago resort, but 
probably didn’t know that’s 
where they were, authori-
ties said yesterday. 

Palm Beach Police 
spokesman Michael Ogro-
dnick said the 15-year-old 
boys were arrested shortly 
after they entered the grou-
nds of the resort Friday and 
dumped the backpack, 
which contained a mini AK-
47 with a loaded 14-round 
magazine. 

He said the 
three are lucky 
that neither 
the president 
nor any family 
members were 
there, because 
Secret Service 
agents might 
have shot them. The club is 
closed for the summer. 

“They had no idea where 
they were,” Ogrodnick said. 

According to a police 
report, a Palm Beach offi-
cer spotted the teens sit-
ting in a parked car early 
Friday morning about 2 
miles (north of Mar-a-La-
go. When he turned on his 
overhead lights, the car 
sped south toward Mar-a-
-Lago. 

As they approached the 
club, the teens spotted a se-
cond officer who was con-
ducting an unrelated traffic 
stop and abruptly stopped 
the car, probably thinking 
it was a roadblock set up to 
catch them, Ogrodnick said. 

The three bolted, jum-
ped Mar-a-Lago’s nearby 
wall and hid on the resort’s 
grounds. Officers surrou-
nded the club and a heli-
copter and police dog were 
used to help find them. 
Ogrodnick said they never 
tried to get inside any of the 
resort’s buildings. 

He said the three said 
they didn’t own the AK-47 
but had found it.

The teens are charged 
with trespassing with a fi-
rearm, burglary with a fi-
rearm and resisting arrest 
without violence. They are 
being held at a juvenile de-
tention facility while pro-
secutors decide whether to 
charge them as adults. 

Mar-a-Lago has been 
the scene of several intru-
sions since Trump became 
president in 2017. 

On Jan. 31, a Connec-
ticut opera singer fleeing 
police in a rented SUV 
crashed through a che-
ckpoint outside of Mar-
-a-Lago, drawing gunfire 
from Secret Service agents 
and officers. She was not 
hurt. Hannah Roemhild 
has entered a plea of not 
guilty by reason of insanity. 

On Jan. 5, just hours af-
ter Trump and his family 
had left the club following 
a two-week vacation, a Flo-
rida man who had been 
dishonorably discharged 
from the Marines for sex 

offenses was arrested after 
he got past two checkpoin-
ts. Authorities said Bran-
don M. Magnan had falsely 
identified himself as part of 
the president’s helicopter 
crew.

In March 2019, Chinese 
national Yujing Zhang gai-
ned access to Mar-a-Lago 
while carrying a laptop, 
phones and other electro-
nic gear. That led to ini-
tial speculation that the 
33-year-old businesswo-
man from Shanghai might 
be a spy, but she was never 
charged with espionage. 
Text messages she exchan-
ged with a trip organizer 
indicated she was a fan of 
the president and wanted 

to meet him or 
his family to 
discuss possible 
deals.

Zhang was 
found guilty of 
trespassing and 
lying to Secret 
Service agents 

and was sentenced in No-
vember to time served.

In December, the club’s 
security officers confronted 
another Chinese national, 
Jing Lu, 56, for trespassing 
and told her to leave, but 
she returned to take pho-
tos. Lu was charged with 
loitering and resisting an 
officer without violence af-
ter taking photos by ente-
ring a service entrance.

On Thanksgiving 
weekend 2018, a University 
of Wisconsin student visi-
ting the area with his paren-
ts walked into Mar-a-Lago 
by mingling with a group 
that was entering. He was 
arrested and pleaded guilty 
to a misdemeanor. AP

The 15-year-old boys 
were arrested shortly 
after they entered the 
grounds of the resort


