
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

TUESDAY
25 Aug 2020N

.º 
36

04 T. 27º/ 33º

RESIDENTS NEEDING 
QUARANTINE AT A DESIGNATED 

HOTEL FOR A SECOND TIME WILL 
BE REQUIRED TO PAY THEIR BILLS

A BILL BASED ON THE CONSERVATION AND 
MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE HISTORIC 

CENTRE OF MACAO HAS BEEN COMPLETED 
AND WILL BE HANDED TO UNESCO  P2 P2 P3
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South Korea counted 
its 11th straight day of 
triple-digit daily jumps 
in coronavirus cases 
yesterday and health 
officials pleaded for people 
to follow guidelines or risk 
further restrictions or 
strains on hospitals. Most 
of the 266 new cases 
reported by the Korea 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention were in 
the Seoul metropolitan 
area, home to half of the 
country’s 51 million people, 
but new infections were 
also reported in other major 
cities, including Busan, 
Daejeon and Sejong.

China has gone eight days 
without reporting a new local 
case of COVID-19, with the 
Beijing International Film 
Festival among public events 
that are returning. The 
festival being held this week 
was postponed from April 
and is being held without a 
red carpet for the first time. 
Many events are being held 
online, including 250 of the 
planned 300 screenings. 
Across the country, theaters 
have reopened after being 
closed for months and a 
Shanghai film festival that 
ended Aug. 2 drew almost 
150,000 viewers to the city’s 
cinemas.

New Zealand The lockdown 
of Auckland has been 
extended by four days as 
authorities try to stamp 
out a coronavirus outbreak. 
Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern said the two-week 
lockdown of Auckland, which 
was due to end Wednesday, 
will continue through Sunday. 
She said authorities need to 
be sure they have found the 
perimeter of the outbreak 
and that few cases occur 
outside of those detected 
by contact tracing. Masks 
will be mandated on public 
transit beginning next 
week. Ardern said the 
restrictions in place for the 
rest of the country would 
continue for now. 
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LAWMAKERS OPPOSE 
HEFTY FINES FOR HOTEL 

LAW VIOLATIONS

MUST 
develops 
new air 

purifier that 
can kill 

coronavirus
 P3

TRIP TO THE SOUTH
Xi Jinping is scheduled to visit 
Shenzhen next month on the 

40 years celebration of the 
special economic zone, with 
Hong Kong on the agenda 

 P5
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A bill based on the 
Conservation and 

Management Plan for 
the Historic Centre of 
Macao has been com-
pleted and will be han-
ded to UNESCO for 
review before its adop-
tion, the Cultural Af-
fairs Bureau disclosed 
in a reply to lawmaker 
Agnes Lam’s inquiry.

In 2019, the World 
Heritage Committee 
under UNESCO passed 
a resolution to require 
that the Macau govern-
ment submit the bill to 
the entity before it en-
ters into force.

AFTER foregoing the need to 
preserve the exterior façade 

of the building known as 39E on 
Rua dos Mercadores, near Senado 
Square, the Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC) now only requires that 
the reconstruction not be taller 
than 20.5 meters, and abide by 
the 76-degree daylight plane an-
gle.

The 76-degree requirement is 
still in effect in Macau. It ensu-
res sufficient sunlight and airflow 
between buildings on both sides 
of a road. The height of a buil-
ding should not be taller than the 
hypotenuse making 76 degrees 
from the center of the road in 
front of it.

The building, colloquially 

The IC noted that 
the visual corridor to 
and from the Guia Li-
ghthouse was heavily 
featured in the public 
consultation in 2018. 
The government assu-
red that the comments 
it obtained have been 
reviewed and included 
in the bill.

When the Land, Pu-
blic Works and Trans-
port Bureau (DSSOPT) 
was compiling the Bill 
on Overall Macau Ur-
ban Planning, it took 
into account conser-
vations on the Historic 
Centre of Macao. The 

known as 39E Rua dos Mercado-
res, is believed to have been bui-
lt around the early 20th century 
from bricks and wood. It has a 
western style exterior but a Chi-
nese style interior. What makes it 
especially rare now is its large bal-
cony and carved cast iron fence.

The IC’s proposal stands oppo-
sed to its previous regulations on 
the building next to 39E, which 
required preservation of the exte-
rior façade.

Netizens on social media pro-
posed that, given the buildings 
are both located within the buffet 
zone of the Historic Centre of Ma-
cao, their preservation require-
ments should be similar in order 
to maintain visual harmony. AL

DSSOPT bill has also 
made proposals to pro-
tect several visual corri-
dors deemed to be re-
presentative of Macau, 
and also to be of value.

The IC went on to 
emphasize that the bill 
was the fruit of colla-
boration between the 
IC and the DSSOPT, “in 
order to ensure the bill’s 
compatibility with laws 
and regulations related 
to urban planning and 
constructions.”

Moreover, the IC 
indicated that it rigo-
rously followed the sti-
pulations of the World 

Heritage Protection 
Law and offered restric-
tive comments on new 
development projects.

“If a project may 
possibly jeopardize the 
universal values highli-
ghted by the World He-
ritage, we shall conduct 
assessments on the 
impact that the project 
would bring to the con-
cerned heritage site,” 
the IC wrote in its reply 
to lawmaker Lam.

It also recalled its 
work in terms of educa-
tion and marketing on 
the Historic Centre of 
Macao. AL

World Heritage Management 
Law to be reviewed by UNESCO

IC lowers building 
requirements after 
dropping heritage grading

Lawmakers oppose hefty fines, 
gov’t to add warning notice
RENATO MARQUES

THE lawmakers that compose 
the Second Standing Commi-

ttee of the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) have v`oiced disagreement 
with the sanctions outlined in 
the new Hotel Business Law for 
hygiene and safety violations, the 
chairman of the committee, Chan 
Chak Mo, revealed in a press brie-
fing yesterday afternoon. 

According to Chan, the mem-
bers of the committee thought 
the fines established by the law 
were too hefty, especially for 
small businesses. The law sets 
out fines of between 10,000 and 
30,000 patacas for establishmen-
ts located outside hotel units, 
and from 30,000 to 70,000 pata-
cas for those inside hotels. 

“We are discussing if this is 
fair. For the small restaurants or 

coffee shops and bars, this seems 
to be too hefty,” Chan said. “For 
example, if a worker coughs in 
the food preparation area… the 
company must pay a minimum 
of a 10,000-pataca fine. The same 
happens if there is any broken or 
cracked tableware.”

For the chairman of the com-
mittee, who is also a well-known 
businessmen in the sector, the 
law must be reasonable.

“Lawmakers think this is too 
much and so we are asking the 
government to create a warning 
mechanism before the enforce-
ment of these fines,” Chan said. 
He went on to note that the pro-
posal was well received by the 
members of the government 
who will consider creating such 
a mechanism. As a result, a new 
version of the text is expected 
to be presented to the commi-

ttee soon. 
The chairman also revealed 

that the document’s final review 
is still far from the finished, as 
in yesterday’s meeting it was 
only possible to reach the fourth 
chapter of the law which has a to-
tal of 10 chapters, some of which 
have several sections.

“We are still missing the dis-
cussion of a very significant part 
of the bill. I would say that we 
need at least two or three months 
to reach a final opinion report 
and there is also a lot of work 
to be done by the legal advisors 
from both the AL and the gover-
nment,” Chan said.

The committee chairman ad-
ded that the committee is also 
not rushing to reach a final opi-
nion. 

The members advised that 
the government should proceed 
as soon as possible with a revi-
sion of the Decree-Law 16/96/M, 
which establishes the adminis-
trative rules for the licensing and 
inspection of hotels and similar 
establishments.

Following on from a topic rai-
sed in the previous meeting of 
the committee, Chan said the go-
vernment had clarified that there 
are currently 23 hotels or similar 
establishments operating with 
licenses issued before 1996 and 
located in buildings that have a 
different purpose to the hotel in-
dustry.

The government also revealed 
that 33 others are being investi-
gated to confirm if they are in a 
similar situation.
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STAFF REPORTER

THE research team of Macau Universi-
ty of Science and Technology (MUST), 

working with other research institutions, 
has developed an air filtration system that 
can be used to “effectively kill” the Co-
vid-19 coronavirus. 

The research is a joint project between 
MUST, Hong Kong University, Tsinghua 
University and Guangzhou Medical Uni-
versity.

After six months of research and deve-
lopment, the FUCI (Filtration Unit for Co-
ronavirus Inactivation) system has finally 
been tested and verified by the HKU P3 
laboratory. It is proven to neutralize co-
ronaviruses and influenzas with a success 
rate of 99.46%.

The product is one of only few air pu-
rification systems in the world that has 
been approved by a third level biosafety 
laboratory. 

MUST has formed a partnership with 
Zhong Shan’s Green Recycling Co. which 
will undertake the production and deve-
lopment of FUCI so that it can be availa-
ble to the wider market. Jiang Zhi-Hong, 
vice president of MUST, estimates that the 
FUCI system will cost around MOP30,000 
per unit.  

FUCI must be installed in an exis-
ting air conditioner. The filter uses high 
voltage electrostatic interception and 
ultraviolet radiation to combat the di-
seases. The lining of the filtration unit is 
coated with polyphenol to achieve effi-

cient air purification. 
The system can remove up to 95% of 

bacteria and microorganisms in the span 
of one hour. FUCI can also filter out mi-
crobes as small as 0.003 mg/m3.

The MUST team has received support 
from other researchers and professors 
including Associate Professor Mo Jinhan 
from the Department of Building Techno-
logy Science of Tsinghua University and 
Professor Yang Zifeng from Guangzhou 
Medical University.

The MUST team is currently in talks 
with large hotels and integrated resor-
ts in Macau to implement the system in 
busy public areas. The government has 
also shown interest in using the filtration 
system in the Macau Science Center. The 
University believes that this will help pre-
pare Macau for tourism in the coming 
weeks.
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MUST develops new air filtration 
system that can target coronavirusLocals going into 

quarantine for second 
time to be charged 
from September 1

ANTHONY LAM

M
ACAU resi-
dents going 
into qua-
rantine at a 

designated hotel for a se-
cond time will be requi-
red to settle their own ho-
tel bills from September 
1, the Novel Coronavirus 
Response and Coordina-
tion Center announced 
yesterday.

Since the 
quarantine re-
quirement has 
been in pla-
ce, Macau re-
sidents have 
had their bills 
paid for by the 
g o v e r n m e n t 
when they have 
quarantined at 
designated ho-
tels following 
their arrival in 
Macau from high-risk re-
gions.

Explaining the reason 
for the charge, the Ma-
cau Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) represen-
tative at the press con-
ference, Betty Fok, said 
that based on current 
global circumstances, 
the Macau government 
forecasts the quarantine 
policy will continue for 
an unforeseeable period, 
creating an extra burden 
on the government’s bu-
dget.

However, when asked 
how much the govern-
ment has spent so far 
on the bills of quaranti-

ne hotels, the concerned 
authority, the tourism 
board could not offer 
an answer to yesterday’s 
press conference.

It was revealed at a 
parliamentary question 
session with the MGTO 
head, Maria Helena de 
Senna Fernandes, held 
on April 7, that as of that 
date, the quarantine hotel 
policy had cost the gover-
nment MOP50 million.

As of August 23, Macau 
has put a total of 12,068 
people in quarantine, of 
which 1,425 are currently 
undergoing the 14-day 
process.

The charge for second- 
time quarantined Ma-
cau residents will be the 
same as that applied to 
non-residents: MOP5,600 
for 14 days. The charge 
will cover three meals per 
day during the quaranti-
ne period.

Since each quaranti-
ne covers a period of 14 
days, some residents un-
der quarantine will see 
their period crossing the 
threshold date. When 

asked whether they will 
be charged and if so, whe-
ther in full or in part, the 
MGTO official could not 
give an answer and ple-
dged to reply via a press 
statement, which was not 
received by press time.

Dr Lo Iek Long, medi-
cal director of the public 
Conde de São Januário 
Hospital, elaborated on 
behalf of the MGTO offi-
cial, saying that the de-

cision to charge 
Macau residen-
ts for second- 
time quaranti-
ne is, apart from 
utilizing public 
funds reasonably, 
to discourage in-
ternational travel 
that may pose 
risks to the epide-
mic response in 
the city.

The medical 
doctor, however, no-
ted that there would be 
exemptions to the char-
ge. For example, Macau 
residents travelling for 
official visits to neighbo-
ring Hong Kong will be 
exempt. 

Those travelling on 
special purposes can file 
an application for a wai-
ver. Although the medical 
doctor did not disclose 
what he meant by “spe-
cial purposes,” however, 
previously, special cir-
cumstances that permi-
tted exemption included 
attending a funeral or 
visiting a dying family 
member.

Jiang Zhi-Hong

The charge for 
quarantined 

residents will be 
the same as that 
applied to non-

residents: 5,600 
patacas for 14 days
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LYNZY VALLES

AIRASIA will not be able 
to resume the Kua-

la Lumpur-Macau flight 
route any time soon, des-
pite what travel and  avia-
tion  industry market inte-
lligence website CAPA has 
indicated.

The website former-
ly noted that the low-cost 
carrier is looking to operate 
the Kuala Lumpur-Macau 
route twice a week starting 
from September.

However, in a statement 
to TDM, Celia Lao, CEO 
of AirAsia Hong Kong and 
Macau said that the budget 
carrier will not be able to re-
sume the flight route at this 
stage as the strict border 
controls in both jurisdic-
tions are still in place. 

“We are gradually resu-
ming services for domes-
tic destinations in our hub 
countries, and flights to 
international destinations, 
such as [Kuala Lumpur-
-Macau], will be resumed 
when travel bubble sche-
mes are established or 

LYNZY VALLES

GAMING operator 
MGM and Charles-

trong Café Companhia Li-
mitada hosted a product 
release and contract sig-
ning yesterday at the Por-
tuguese-speaking Coun-
tries Food Products Exhi-
bition Center to officially 
mark their partnership. 

Charles Shi, Chair-
man of Charlestrong Café 
Companhia Limitada, and 
Simon Leong, Executive 
Director of Purchasing of 
MGM, signed the co-ope-
ration agreement.

The gaming operator 
has pledged to purcha-
se organic East Timor 
specialty coffee produc-
ts from local brand Café 
Dilly, which are now avai-
lable for guests staying at 
the villas of MGM’s two 
properties. 

The coffee brand’s pro-
ducts are now on sale and 
drip coffees are served at 
Pastry Bar and Anytime at 
MGM Macau and MGM 
Cotai respectively.

The local SME sources 
organic coffee beans from 

border control measures 
are relaxed by respective 
governments and authori-
ties,” the CEO said.  

The Times contacted 
AirAsia to enquire about 
when it is expecting to re-
sume the route and if it will 
resume other international 
flights from Macau soon, 
but no reply was given by 
press time.

To date, foreign visitors 
and non-resident workers 
not from the greater China 
region are still not allowed 
to enter the Macau SAR as 
part of the city’s measures to 
minimize the spread of Co-
vid-19. No dates have been 
revealed yet for the city’s 
borders to open to people 

the Southeast Asian Por-
tuguese-speaking coun-
try East Timor. With its 
own coffee farm in East 
Timor, the company ste-
pped onto the local spe-
cialty coffee bandwagon 
by establishing the Macau 
brand Café Dilly and ope-
ning a factory, which pro-
duces locally processed 
specialty coffee products, 
in the last year.

Shi aims to promote 
the products as souvenirs 
in addition to the city’s 
current Portuguese egg 
tarts and almond cookies. 

Shi has previously 
said that that there is de-
mand for high quality 
of coffee in Macau, no-

from outside Greater China. 
Malaysia will open its 

borders to tourists from 
August 31. 

Lao previously told 
the Times that AirAsia 
is focused on helping to 
revive Macau’s tourism 
industry. She said that 
AirAsia has kept up com-
munication with gover-
nments in Macau and 
abroad, regarding actions 
that it can take to help re-
vive the economy.

Lao earlier said that the 
company wants the SAR to 
negotiate a travel bubble 
with Thailand, noting that 
it is ready to resume flights 
between the two regions at 
any moment.

ting that there are only 
a few companies that 
process organic coffee. 
Leong commented, “this 
collaboration exemplifies 
MGM’s commitment to 
the development of local 
SMEs, bringing in quality 
products of Portuguese-
-speaking countries to 
Macau, and utilizing our 
platform to promote local 
brands.”

Some Macau com-
panies have already esta-
blished long-term trade 
partnerships with Portu-
guese-speaking countries, 
as the city has been en-
couraged to play a long-
-term role as a bridge and 
platform for such trade.

KL-Macau route will only 
resume once control 
measures are relaxed

MGM, Café Dilly officially 
sign partnership agreement

ANALYSIS

Zhuhai residents signal not 
ready to return to Macau
DANIEL BEITLER

VISITOR arrivals last weekend 
remained stagnant, sugges-

ting that Zhuhai residents are not 
ready to resume vacationing in 
Macau. The Public Security Po-
lice Force (PSP), which oversees 
immigration matters in Macau, 
said that it was not expecting tou-
rists to return en masse until visa 
issuance is resumed across the 
country. 

Zhuhai began reissuing tou-
rism visas for Macau visits on Au-
gust 12, as part of a pilot for the 
rest of the country. The resump-
tion of exit visas for mainland vi-
sitors will be expanded to the rest 
of Guangdong Province starting 
tomorrow, and the entire main-
land from September 23.

As Macau Daily Times ear-
lier reported, processing times 
for new tourism visas to travel 
to Macau now take about se-
ven days. That means that last 
weekend was the first to poten-
tially benefit from increased vi-
sitation since the travel restric-
tions were eased.

However, according to PSP 
data made public during yester-
day’s Covid-19 briefing by the 
Novel Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center, there 
was no significant change in the 
number of daily border crossings 
on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.

Macau recorded 255,500 
border crossings on Friday, 
followed by 242,900 on Saturday 

and 215,000 on Sunday. Of this 
amount, between 7,000 and 9,000 
visitor entries were recorded on 
each day, more or less unchan-
ged from the month’s average. 

Ma Chio Hong, head of the 
Division of Operation and Com-
munications at the PSP, said that 
he did not expect a significant 
number of tourists to return to 
Macau before restrictions were 

eased across the mainland on 
September 23.

“After the resumption […] in 
Zhuhai, there has surely been an 
increase in visitor arrivals using 
travel permit from mainland 
China. Nonetheless, generally 
speaking, we can’t see a leap in 
visitor arrivals,” said to the di-
vision chief. “The reason is that 
currently the application process 

has only resumed in Zhuhai. I be-
lieve when applications for travel 
permits resume across the entire 
mainland, we will see a significant 
increase in visitor arrivals.”

Last year mainland China ac-
counted for about two-thirds of 
Macau’s arrivals, with approxi-
mately 40% coming from the nine 
mainland cities of the Greater Bay 
Area. More than 8% of mainland 
China arrivals came from Zhuhai 
alone.

Visitor arrivals have tracked at 
near-zero levels since February, 
causing severe disruption to Ma-
cau’s economic pillars of gaming, 
tourism and retail. The city’s gross 
domestic product contracted by 
67.8% in year-on-year terms in 
the second quarter, driven by a 
93.9% decline in the export of 
tourism services and a 97.1% fall 
in casino business.

Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng 
believes it is essential to convince 
mainland residents that Macau 
is a safe place to visit. Although 
visitors from the mainland city of 
Zhuhai can now cross into Macau 
for tourism purposes, they must 
still possess a negative virus test 
and present a valid health decla-
ration. 

Authorities on both sides of the 
border previously said that the 
travel restrictions could be rein-
troduced if a single locally-trans-
mitted case of Covid-19 is detec-
ted in Macau.
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Three Mongolians 
arrested for 
stealing

Two men and a woman from 
Mongolia have been arrested 
by the Public Security Police 
Force on allegations of 
stealing at two shopping 
malls located in Cotai. They 
were all forwarded to the 
Public Prosecutions Office. 
A security guard at one of 
the two shopping malls first 
reported the loss of three 
cosmetic goods items which 
amounted to MOP4,400, to 
the police. After reviewing 
surveillance camera footage, 
officers discovered the male 
thief and his associate. The 
police subsequently received a 
separate report on the loss of 
clothing pieces amounting to 
MOP4,600 at the other mall. A 
female suspect was caught on 
site. The three people were all 
staying in the same room at a 
Taipa hotel.

SSM to continue 
working with 
third party 
Covid-19 testers

In response to an inquiry by 
lawmaker Agnes Lam, Director 
Lei Chin Ion of the Health 
Bureau disclosed that the 
bureau would further enhance 
and expand its cooperation 
with third-party Covid-19 
test operators. He added 
that Macau’s current testing 
capacity could satisfy the 
border-crossing needs of local 
residents. There is an ongoing 
mechanism to handle special 
and emergency test needs, 
the bureau head stressed. 
The bureau has handled more 
than 1,000 such cases as of 
July 22. Further refining on 
epidemic response work, 
such as nucleic acid testing, 
health quarantines, and 
hotline responses, will also be 
undertaken.

Three-quarters 
of schools 
to restart by 
September 2

The Education and Youth 
Affairs Bureau disclosed 
that about three-quarters 
of local schools would start 
their new school year on or 
before September 2. Also, 
in collaboration with the 
Transport Affairs Bureau, 
the education regulator will 
coordinate with bus operators 
to manage human flow as the 
new school year starts. Special 
buses will be deployed to 
handle bus stops that become 
too crowded. Meanwhile, extra 
workers will be deployed to 
bus stops to attend to any 
possible inquiries or confusion. 
The Public Security Police 
Force will deploy extra officers 
to guide traffic in school 
neighborhoods.

TRIP TO THE SOUTH

Xi Jinping said to preside over 
40th anniversary of Shenzhen 
special economic zone

Subcontractors fined for endangering 
workers on HKZMB project
TWO subcontractors 

involved in the Hong 
Ko n g - Z h u h a i - M a c a u 
Bridge were fined yester-
day for failing to ensure 
the safety and health of 
employees with regard 
to an accident in 2017 
which claimed the lives 
of two workers and inju-
red three others.

WSS Engineering Sys-
tems and United Cons-
truction & Manpower 
Service were each fined 
HKD30,000.

The two firms sent 
workers to the mega 
project’s three main con-
tractors where they were 
tasked with imposing 
measures to safeguard 

the safety of employees. 
As cited in a report 

issued by South Chi-
na Morning Post, Hong 
Kong magistrate Lam 
Tsz-kan said that the 
two subcontractors had 
turned a blind eye to a 
lack of safety measu-
res, noting that “a safe 
system of work had not 

been provided to the 
workers.”

In 2017, a worker from 
Nigeria fell into the sea 
when the  platform’s ca-
bles snapped and the 
structure collapsed. 
About four hours later, 
another worker was fou-
nd and was also pronou-
nced dead.

It was reported that 
the two men who died 
were unable to release 
their safety belts and 
sank with the platform.

During the construc-
tion of the world’s lon-
gest sea-crossing, a total 
of 20 workers were killed 
and more than 500 were 
injured.

Meanwhile, three 
main contractors of the 
project pleaded guilty to 
27 breaches of occupa-
tional safety in January 
last year and were fined a 
total of HKD614,000. LV

RENATO MARQUES

P
RESIDENT Xi Jinping is 
expected to travel to the 
south of the country to 
officiate the ceremonies 

for the celebration of the 40th 
anniversary of Shenzhen’s special 
economic zone next month.

Citing unnamed sources, the 
South China Morning Post re-
ported yesterday that the Chine-
se leader would make an official 
visit to Shenzhen to mark the 40 
year-milestone of the technolo-
gy hub’s designation as a special 
economic zone.

The visit will reinforce China’s 
commitment to its open-door 
to the world policy amid the on-
going tensions with the U.S., the 
SCMP reported.

According to the same sources, 
the President’s visit to the city of 
Shenzhen will be followed closely 
by the business and political elite 
of Hong Kong, who are expected 
to take part in the celebrations 
and may be received by Xi.

Hong Kong Chief Executi-
ve Carrie Lam is expected to be 
among the delegation from the 
neighboring SAR.

The possibility of the delega-
tion being received by Xi during 
the visit has been seen by poli-
tical analysts as a sign of the im-
portance placed on Hong Kong 
by China’s leadership.

Analysts suggest that if the 
Hong Kong delegation manages 
to meet Xi, it is a positive sign 
from the country’s leadership to 
the Special Administrative Re-
gion, whose government has 
been under fire for not being able 
to tackle the social unrest that has 
lasted for a protracted period.

According to a Shenzhen offi-
cial cited by the SCMP, the dele-
gation would also include a num-
ber of Hong Kong people “who 
had made significant contribu-
tions to Shenzhen’s develop-
ment” over the past four decades.

The last time Xi met Lam was 
in December, when she traveled 
to Beijing to deliver her annual 
report. At the time, Xi acknowle-
dged the work of the Chief Execu-
tive in a turbulent year marked by 
many anti-government protests.

If Lam secures a meeting with 
Xi, either on her own or with the 
Hong Kong delegation during his 
visit to Shenzhen, analysts say it 
is a clear signal that the city re-
mains relevant to its neighbor’s 
future despite the many contro-
versies over the past year that 
have crippled the city’s economy 
and left it dwarfed by Shenzhen’s 

booming growth.
Although Beijing has not yet 

confirmed the date of the pre-
sident’s visit to Shenzhen, local 
officials cited by SCMP say that 
security and health screening ar-
rangements are being made for a 
tentative date of September 7.

Another source consulted by 
the media outlet confirmed that 
Xi’s visit would take place “in the 
first half of the month,” as the 
president would not want to vi-
sit too close to the events related 
to the National Day celebrations 
that take place on October 1 and 
usually involve a preparation 
and planning over the final few 
weeks.

Lau Siu-kai, vice-chairman of 
the Chinese Association of Hong 
Kong and Macau Studies, a se-
mi-official think tank in Beijing, 
said he believed Xi would find the 

time to meet Lam and highlight 
the importance of Hong Kong 
and Shenzhen working more clo-
sely together.

“China’s top leaders have 
mentioned the importance for 
the country to rely on the domes-
tic market for growth… and in 
the face of external suppression, 
it is also urgent for Hong Kong to 
strengthen its ties with neighbo-
ring cities,” Lau said. 

“After the national security 
law took effect in June, analys-
ts expected Beijing to roll out 
important measures for Hong 
Kong’s socio-economic deve-
lopment,” continued Lau. “The 
president could make use of this 
opportunity to make it clear the 
central government remains 
supportive of Hong Kong, espe-
cially when it comes to fighting 
the pandemic.”
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Beijing vows continued support 
for Hong Kong as financial hub

China-Kenya fintech partnership key 
to boosting commercial ties: expert
A Kenyan investment 

expert said yesterday 
that closer Kenya-China 
financial technology (fin-
tech) collaboration will 
boost bilateral commer-
cial ties.

Daniel Mainye, se-
nior manager for fintech, 
brand and innovation at 
Nairobi-based Cytonn In-
vestments told Xinhua by 

phone that China is a cri-
tical partner of Kenya gi-
ven that China is now one 
of Kenya’s biggest trading 
partners.

“Fintech integration 
will smoothen trade by 
enabling merchants to 
pay seamlessly for goods 
from both countries and 
will result in a win-win re-
lationship,” Mainye said.

M-Pesa, a mobile pho-
ne money transfer plat-
form in Kenya has already 
integrated with Alipay, 
a Chinese fintech com-
pany.

Mainye observed that 
the collaboration will 
also facilitate the Chinese 
business community to 
transfer funds to Kenya 
for investment purposes.

He added that the 
growth of Kenya’s fintech 
sector will be accelera-
ted through international 
partnerships.

“Kenya’s huge diaspora 
which is scattered across 
the globe requires conve-
nient payment methods 
to send money back 
home,” he added.

According to the 

analyst, a number of 
Kenyan banks have alrea-
dy seen an opportunity of 
partnering with Chinese 
fintechs in order to serve 
the local Chinese com-
munity.

Mainye noted that fin-
tech allows those outside 
formal financial institu-
tions to make and recei-
ve payments even across 
borders.

He added that the fin-
tech industry is playing 
a bigger role in the eco-
nomy due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic as the 
public moves to adopt 

practices such as social 
distancing and other 
measures to contain the 
spread of the virus.

He observed that the 
digitalization of financial 
services also has other 
benefits for governments 
and the private sector as 
it enhances the efficiency 
of operations.

Mainye noted the go-
vernment is also pro-
moting the use of con-
tactless financial services 
by directing fintech firms 
to remove charges for 
smaller mobile money 
transactions. XINHUA

CHINA’S banking regulator 
pledged its backing for Hong 

Kong as a finance hub and reitera-
ted a commitment to opening up 
the Chinese financial sector amid 
a deepening standoff with the U.S.

China will provide support for 
its financial institutions who are 
doing business in Hong Kong whi-
le complying with regulations and 
offering services to residents and 
companies, the China Banking 
and Insurance Regulatory Com-
mission said in a statement on its 
website last weekend.

Tensions between the U.S. 
and China over Hong Kong has 
sparked tit-for-tat sanctions on 
politicians and officials on both 
sides that have left global banking 
institutions walking a tightrope 
between the two world powers.

A new national security law has 
fueled concerns about the state 
of Hong Kong’s autonomy from 
China, including freedoms of the 

press and the independence of its 
judicial system. Both have helped 
underpin Hong Kong’s reputation 
as a global financial hub. The U.S. 
has also ended preferential tra-
ding treatment for the city.

“At present, Hong Kong’s finan-
cial market is generally operating 
smoothly and the linked exchan-
ge rate system has a solid founda-
tion, which also reflects the confi-
dence of the international market 
in Hong Kong,” the CBIRC said. 
“Hong Kong’s status as an inter-
national financial center will not 
be weakened and shaken, but it 
will become more prosperous and 
stable in the future.”

Bankers and their lawyers from 
Hong Kong to Washington have 
been poring over the fine-print 
to reconcile how they can dodge 
major consequences from being 
squeezed between U.S. and Chi-
nese laws. Running afoul of the le-
gislations put companies at risk of 

fines or losing their license to do 
business.

The CBIRC also said more fo-
reign financial institutions are 
expected to join or expand in the 
Chinese market, and are doing 
their due diligence before ente-
ring. Some have submitted pre-
liminary applications to open a 
unit, it said.

“It is expected that more fo-
reign institutions will participa-
te in China’s financial market in 
the coming period and become 
a viable force for the high-quality 
development of China’s financial 
industry,” the CBIRC said.

China has approved several 
applications this year for ven-
tures by foreign financial com-
panies.  BlackRock Inc., Singapo-
re’s Temasek Holdings Pte. and 
China Construction Bank Corp. 
received the go-ahead to jointly 
build an asset-management busi-
ness. Chubb Limited increased its 

stake in Huatai Insurance Group, 
becoming its largest sharehol-
der, while Korean Reinsurance 
Co. started its China reinsurance 
branch.

Separately, the CBIRC said the 
non-performing ratio of loans to 
small businesses is getting close 
to the original level that regulators 
had planned to tolerate, though it 
is still at a controllable level. China 
had 13.7 trillion yuan ($2 trillion) 
of small and micro loans as of the 
end of June, up 28.4% from a year 
earlier. Their bad-loan ratio stood 
at 2.99%, according to the state-
ment.

The banking industry plans to 
dispose of 3.4 trillion yuan of non-
-performing assets this year, or 1.1 
trillion yuan more than last year 
to strengthen their balance sheet.

“Considering that the coro-
navirus epidemic is a disaster of 
the century, and in order for the 
economy to completely return to 

normal, more financial contribu-
tions are still needed,” it said. “En-
suring enterprises and stabilizing 
employment means protecting 
banks and stabilizing finance. 
Therefore, the recent increase in 
the cost of financial risks is both 
normal and necessary.”

China has also introduced a 
mechanism that will monitor 
housing property financing, the 
People’s Bank of China said in 
a statement on Sunday after a fo-
rum attended by regulators and 
real estate developers last week. 
Homes should not be used as 
speculative investments, and it 
remains important that land and 
housing prices are stable, it said.

The forum also studied ways 
to improve the financial support 
policy for the leasing market, and 
called for the speeding up of the 
formation of a housing system that 
attaches equal importance to ren-
tals and purchases. BLOOMBERG
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China holds another round of 
naval drills in disputed waters

Taiwan orders Alibaba to sell stake in e-commerce platform
TAIWAN ordered Chi-

na’s Alibaba Group 
yesterday to dispose of 
its stake in a local e-com-
merce platform, Taobao 
Taiwan, citing a risk that 
users’ personal informa-
tion might be transferred to 
the mainland.

The order adds to moun-
ting pressure on Chinese 
companies in the United 

States and other countries 
over security concerns.

Taobao Taiwan is opera-
ted by a British company, 
but Alibaba Group’s stake 
in that company allows it 
to control the consumer-
-to-consumer platform in 
violation of Taiwanese ru-
les, the Ministry of Econo-
mic Affairs said.

Alibaba Group, head-

quartered in Hangzhou, 
southwest of Shanghai, is 
the world’s biggest e-com-
merce company by total 
sales volume.

The user agreement for 
Taobao Taiwan gives per-
mission to “send the mem-
ber’s transaction data back 
to the Alibaba Group ser-
ver in China,” the ministry 
said. “There may be an in-

formation security risk.”
Alibaba’s 29% stake in 

British Claddagh Venture 
Investment Ltd. is below 
the 30% legal limit, the 
ministry said. But it said 
the shareholder structure 
allows Alibaba to control 
the British venture by ve-
toing decisions.

Alibaba has six months 
to “withdraw the invest-

ment,” the order said.
Alibaba Group didn’t 

immediately respond to a 
request for comment.

Taiwan is among gover-
nments that have imposed 
curbs on the use of telecom 
equipment from Huawei 
Technologies Ltd., the wor-
ld’s biggest maker of swit-
ching gear.

In the United States, the 

White House is pressing the 
Chinese owner of TikTok to 
sell the short-video app 
due to concerns it might 
transfer users’ information 
to China. President Donald 
Trump has issued a swee-
ping but vague order bar-
ring U.S. companies from 
dealing with TikTok and 
WeChat, a popular Chinese 
messaging service. AP

C
HINA is holding ano-
ther round of military 
drills in the South Chi-
na Sea amid an uptick 

in such activity in the area highli-
ghting growing tensions. 

The Maritime Safety Adminis-
tration said the exercises would 
run from yesterday through Sun-
day. It warned outside vessels to 
steer 5 nautical miles (9.26 kilo-
meters) clear of the drill area but 
otherwise gave no details. 

China announced late last 
month that it had held drills in 
the South China Sea involving 
long-range bombers and other 
aircraft. 

Chinese forces have also con-
fronted U.S. Naval vessels con-
ducting “freedom of navigation 

operations” near Chinese-held 
islands, as well as forces from 
Australia and countries that 
challenge China’s claim to the 
entire strategic waterway. 

CHINA SEEKS RENEWED 
ASEAN SUPPORT

China reportedly called toge-
ther diplomats from the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
last month to seek their backing 
after a new diplomatic challenge 
from the U.S. 

It’s not clear if the meeting, re-
ported yesterday by Hong Kong’s 
South China Morning Post news-
paper, yielded any immediate 
gains as talks between China and 
ASEAN remain in limbo. 

The meeting in Beijing was 

called three weeks after the U.S. 
rejected nearly all of Beijing’s 
South China Sea claims and in 
effect sided with the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Malaysia, Indonesia 
and Brunei in each of their ter-
ritorial spats with Beijing. China 
responded by saying the U.S. was 
trying to sow discord and was 
meddling in an Asian dispute to 
flex its muscles and incite a con-
frontation. 

According to the newspaper 
report, during the meeting in 
Beijing in early August, a Chinese 
official expressed concern about 
the risk from military activities 
by “non-regional countries,” a 
term Beijing uses to refer to the 
U.S. as well as its allies Japan and 
Australia. 

PHILIPPINES PROTESTS 
EQUIPMENT SEIZURE

The Philippine government 
filed a diplomatic protest after 
Chinese forces seized fishing equi-
pment set up by Filipinos in dispu-
ted Scarborough Shoal. 

China seized the shoal after a 
tense sea standoff in 2012, and 
the Philippines brought its dis-
putes to international arbitration 
the following year. The tribunal in 
2016 invalidated China’s claims to 
virtually the entire South China 
Sea, but Beijing continues to igno-
re and defy the decision. 

The Department of Foreign Af-
fairs in Manila said in a statement 
Thursday that the Philippines “also 
resolutely objected” to China con-
tinuing to issue radio challenges to 

Philippine aircraft patrolling over 
the disputed waters. 

A Chinese government spokes-
person responded Friday that its 
coast guard was enforcing the law 
in Chinese waters, and that the 
Philippine aircraft had harmed 
China’s sovereignty and threate-
ned its security. 

VIETNAM ASKS MALAYSIA 
TO INVESTIGATE SHOOTING

Vietnam has asked Malaysia 
to investigate a coast guard vessel 
that fired shots at two Vietnamese 
fishing boats, killing one fisher-
man. 

The Malaysian Maritime Enfor-
cement Agency said officers fired 
in self-defense after two Vietname-
se boats entered Malaysian waters 
late on Aug. 16. Fishermen aboard 
threw gasoline bombs and tried to 
ram their vessel. One Vietnamese 
fisherman was killed and 18 others 
were detained, the agency said. 

Vietnam’s Foreign Ministry 
asked Malaysia to investigate and 
“reprimand officers who killed the 
Vietnamese citizen and treat other 
Vietnamese fishermen and their 
properties in a humane way.” 

US STRIKE GROUP RETURNS 
TO SOUTH CHINA SEA

The U.S. Navy says the aircra-
ft carrier Ronald Reagan and its 
strike group entered the South 
China Sea earlier this month and 
have been carrying out air opera-
tions. 

China routinely objects to U.S. 
naval activity in the sea, especially 
when more than one strike group 
is present, as happened earlier 
this year, and when they involve 
operations with navies from other 
countries. 

The strike group includes the 
carrier, its air wing, the guided 
missile cruiser USS Antietam, and 
the destroyers USS Mustin and 
USS Rafael Peralta. 

The force “conducted flight 
operations with fixed and rotary 
wing aircraft, and high-end mariti-
me stability operations and exerci-
ses,” its commander said in a news 
release. 

“Operations in the South China 
Sea continue to demonstrate en-
during U.S. commitment to allies 
and partners, and a cooperative 
approach to regional stability and 
freedom of the seas,” the release 
said. AP

In this July 8, 2016 photo, Chinese missile frigate Yuncheng launches an anti-ship missile during a military exercise in the waters near Hainan Island and Paracel Islands
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The leader of the American Nazi party, George Lincoln 
Rockwell, has been shot and killed by a sniper at a sho-
pping centre in Arlington, Virginia.

Minutes after the shooting a “captain” in Rockwell’s 
Nazi party, John Patler, 29, was arrested and charged 
with his murder.

Police say two shots were fired from a rooftop of a 
beauty salon across the street from the Dominion Hills 
shopping centre.

Two bullets went through the windscreen of the 
49-year-old’s blue and white Chevrolet and hit him in 
the head and the chest.

He died instantly.
Eye-witnesses said the Nazi leader was reversing his 

car out of a parking space in the shopping centre when 
the incident happened.

As the shots hit his car he dived onto the passenger 
seat in an attempt to escape.

His car apparently crashed into another vehicle. A co-
roner pronounced him dead at the scene.

George Lincoln Rockwell, who lived just yards from the 
scene of his death, founded the American Nazi Party, 
originally known as the World Union of Free Enterprise 
and National Socialists, in 1959.

He believed all blacks should be deported to Africa and 
every Jew dispossessed and sterilised. He also believed 
that “traitors” such as former Presidents HarryTruman 
and Dwight Eisenhower should be hanged.

It is understood that Matt Koehl, Rockwell’s second-
-in-command, will take over the leadership of the party.

Speaking tonight Mr Koehl told reporters the murder 
suspect, John Patler, had been expelled from the Nazi 
party in April this year for “Bolshevik leanings”.

Courtesy BBC News

1967 ‘American Hitler’
	   shot dead

In context

George Lincoln Rockwell was born on 9 March, 1918, in 
Bloomington, central Illinois.
He attended Brown University in Providence, Rhode 
Island for a short time before dropping out to join the 
Navy. He became a pilot and flew in the Pacific during 
World War II.
He formed the American Nazi Party in 1959 and he 
and his members would regularly appear at civil rights 
meetings and demonstrations.
He was fined and sent to prison on several occasions 
for his activities.
After his funeral on 30 August 1967, the Pentagon 
refused to allow Rockwell’s body to be buried in the 
national cemetery at Culpeper because his followers 
refused to take off their swastika armbands before 
entering.
His body was returned to the party headquarters in 
Arlington, Virginia where it was disposed of during a 
secret Nazi funeral the following day.
John Patler was sentenced to 20 years in prison for 
Rockwell’s murder in December 1967.

this day in history

Virus era threatens 
Europe’s war on 
dirty imports

EWA KRUKOWSKA 
& JONATHAN STEARNS

E
UROPE’S plan to 
put a price on dir-
tier imports risks 
getting caught up 

in global trade tensions  as 
the fallout from the coro-
navirus pandemic eclipses 
climate change as the big-
gest challenge for govern-
ments.

Called the “carbon bor-
der adjustment mecha-
nism,” a proposal  for a 
charge on selected produc-
ts like cement and electri-
city is being drafted by the 
European Union  after lea-
ders of the 27 member sta-
tes agreed to  press ahead. 
Companies in the  bloc 
see the measure to tackle 
imported carbon emis-
sions as a way of shielding 
against cheaper, less green 
rivals. But now there’s a 
growing consensus that it 
may not even happen.

The EU wants to be a 
leader on climate action 
while protecting industries 
from lower-cost  compe-
tition, but the era of Co-
vid-19 has made that  tou-
gher. The proposal, which 
the EU estimates could rai-
se as much as 14 billion 
euros ($16.5 billion) a year, 
keeps the pressure on the 
U.S., China and Russia to 
follow in seeking deeper 
emission cuts. Yet it also 
could end up fueling con-
flicts over who has access 
to which markets.

“It’s a tool that the EU 
would like to develop, even 
if preparing the legal side 
means fueling trade con-

flicts,” said  Susanne Droe-
ge, senior fellow at the Ger-
man Institute for Interna-
tional and Security Affairs 
SWP in Berlin. “Whether 
or not it will be applied will 
depend on the geopolitical 
climate.”

Enacting a border levy 
and potentially scaling  it 
up in the future hinges on 
how key events unfold, 
particularly the U.S. presi-
dential election in Novem-
ber. There would be less ur-
gency for the EU to flex its 
muscles if Donald Trump 
is replaced by Joe Biden, 
whose  campaign  features 
a $2 trillion plan for com-
bating climate change and 
a tax on imported carbon-
-intensive goods.

Part of the EU Green 
Deal strategy to zero-out 
greenhouse gases by 2050, 
the plan is to tax a portion 
of the carbon produced 
by global competitors of 
European factories. EU 
leaders endorsed an op-
tion last month of using 
revenues generated by the 
mechanism as a way of 
helping pay for a landmark 
economic rescue from the 
coronavirus crisis.  A  draft 
law is due next year.

The measure would ini-
tially cover a limited num-
ber of industries deemed 
most liable to relocate 
production from the EU to 
regions with laxer environ-
mental policies—a pheno-
menon known as  carbon 
leakage.

The precise method for 
determining the carbon 
content of imported goods 
is still being examined. To 

be spared the border char-
ge, foreign products would 
need to have a lower car-
bon content or come from 
a country that charges a 
higher price on emissions. 

However, the goal of 
tying access to the vast 
European single market to 
the green credentials of EU 
trade partners may prove 
to be more bark than bite 
when the plan is translated 
into legislation. The reason 
is a fiendish array of legal, 
economic and political 
challenges.

“As I see it, the most rea-
listic scenario for the next 
stage is a mostly symbolic 
measure,” said  Michael 
Mehling, deputy director of 
the Center for Energy and 
Environmental Policy Re-
search at the Massachuse-
tts Institute of Technology.

Still, symbolism mat-
ters in climate policy and 
Europe aims to use that 
as leverage to uphold the 
2015 international Paris 
Agreement to fight global 
warming after Trump tur-
ned his back on the deal 
and doubts arose about 
whether other signatories 
including China will follow 
through on their commit-
ments.

Industrial production in 
Europe is already less car-
bon intensive than in most 
of the rest of the world. The 
EU runs the globe’s biggest 
emissions-trading system, 
which imposes quotas for 
carbon dioxide on energy 
and manufacturing com-
panies and requires tho-
se exceeding their limits 
to buy spare CO2 permits 

from those that emit less.
Just over a fifth of global 

emissions is subject to a 
carbon price, according to 
the World Bank. The cos-
ts of pollution in Europe 
jumped to a 14-year high 
of 30.8 euros per metric ton 
last month, boosted by ex-
pectations of tighter clima-
te policies. BloombergNEF 
expects the price to rise 
further, exceeding 40 euros 
by 2030 and increasing the 
case for a carbon border 
adjustment mechanism, or 
CBAM.

“The risk of a trade war 
upon implementing a 
CBAM is likely to increase 
as the carbon price rises,” 
BloombergNEF analys-
ts Antoine Vagneur-Jones 
and Emily Jackson wrote in 
a report on July 23. “It may 
therefore be desirable to 
implement the mechanism 
sooner rather than later.”

One challenge is en-
suring any measure com-
plies with the World Tra-
de Organization’s open-
-market rules. That would 
require a carbon levy to 
replace the existing shield 
against carbon leakage. 
Currently the bloc gives 
free permits for a limited 
number of companies in 
the EU emissions-trading 
system to avoid them relo-
cating production abroad.

Such a move would tri-
gger opposition from ce-
ment, steel and aluminum 
producers, which want the 
new measure to be addi-
tional protection against 
competitors from coun-
tries with laxer climate ru-
les. BLOOMBERG
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Kind of prof.; 5- Goddess of love; 10- Brood; 14- Lewd look; 15- Run 

away with a lover; 16- Some nest eggs; 17- ___ breve; 18- Hue; 19- Faux pas; 
20- Redemption; 22- With cunning; 23- Brian of Roxy Music; 24- Datebook abbr.; 
25- Lack of success; 29- East African nation; 33- Fowl pole; 34- Tibetan beasts; 
36- Gossip; 37- Meal crumb; 38- Eliot’s Marner; 39- Slangy refusal; 40- RR stops; 
42- Military group; 43- Because of; 45- Sampling; 47- Goes by; 49- Chang’s twin; 
50- Like some vbs.; 51- Baby bird?; 54- Proclaim; 60- River in central England; 
61- Inscribed pillar; 62- Pleased; 63- Hindu lawgiver; 64- Sports venue; 65- Patriot 
Nathan; 66- Dutch cheese, wrapped in red wax; 67- Cupressus; 68- High schooler;
 
DOWN: 1- Woeful word; 2- Actress Ward; 3- Offer; 4- Makes journeys; 5- 
Quantity which has magnitude and direction; 6- “The Time Machine” race; 7- ___ 
contendere; 8- On top of; 9- Sun. talk; 10- Deceive; 11- Air France destination; 
12- Bucket; 13- Catch a view of; 21- 
Sometimes you feel like ___...; 22- Total; 
24- Chuck; 25- Frozen dew; 26- Trunk 
line; 27- Little bits; 28- Checking out; 29- 
Glide along smoothly; 30- Queues; 31- 
Angry; 32- Dumas dueler; 35- Boxer Laila; 
38- Had the mic, say; 41- Breastbone; 
43- Jeanne ___ (French saint); 44- 
Vertical; 46- Cuttlefish excretion; 48- 
Straight; 51- Ditto; 52- Spot on the tube; 
53- The last Mrs. Chaplin; 54- French 101 
verb; 55- Require; 56- It parallels a radius; 
57- Caesar’s wings; 58- Story, often 
rooted in folklore; 59- Biblical garden; 
61- Pouch;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You should believe your own 
eyes and ears, not what someone 
else tells you to believe. Don’t 
let a bunch of  agitators stir up 
trouble between you and your 
buddies.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Upon closer inspection, your diet 
isn’t as great as it could be. And that 
person you have been avoiding might 
finally need to be cut loose once and 
for all. You don’t need the extra strain 
on your mental hard drive.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
If  you think you don’t have enough 
time to attend to the details or errands 
that this day demands, you have to 
reorganize your day to make time. 
Things have been left alone for too 
long, and they require your attention.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your plans and routines could 
suddenly get shaken up without 
warning. Don’t be surprised if  
a long-term relationship or old 
friendship suddenly changes. 
Expect the unexpected...

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Going with the flow is a much 
better tactic for you today than 
swimming against the current. 
Do not be rash or combative. Try 
to let other people call the shots 
for a while.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Sometimes you don’t realize 
what a great day you’re having 
until it’s almost over. Today, you 
have to live in the moment and 
soak up every moment of  the 
good times as they happen.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Instead of  calling them on it or 
getting frustrated, just move on. 
Skip over them and do what you 
were planning to do before they 
came onto the scene. You don’t 
really need them anyway.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
This beginning might seem 
small, perhaps just a side job 
or connection to a potential 
business partner, but it could 
grow into something amazing 
over the next few months.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
It’s time to get real and admit there 
are certain things that are beyond 
your control. Stop beating your head 
against that wall and tell yourself  you 
can try again at a later date, when 
things are more in your favor.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Try not to take things too seriously 
today, despite your situation. Even 
though you might be feeling a 
growing sense of  responsibility for 
something, you don’t have to feel 
like it’s a burden. It’s an honor.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You have a strong critical eye right 
now, which makes you excellent at 
detecting foul play or hot air. Use 
this valuable skill today to make 
sure that no one you love is being 
taken advantage of.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Let them vent their frustrations 
without offering up your own 
opinion. In their kvetching, you might 
just find a creative new approach to 
a familiar old problem that’s been 
bugging you for quite a while.

  Aquarius Pisces
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TENCENT Holdings Ltd. jum-
ped the most in a month after 

White House officials are said to 
have reassured American busi-
nesses that a ban on its WeChat 
app won’t be as broad as feared.

The WeChat owner rallied 
5.8% at the close in Hong Kong 
yesterday, making it the best 
performer on the benchmark 
Hang Seng Index, after people 
familiar with matter said the 
Trump administration is pri-
vately seeking to reassure U.S. 
companies including Apple Inc. 
that they can still do business 
with Tencent’s WeChat mes-
saging app in China. In recent 
days, senior administration of-
ficials have been reaching out to 
some companies, realizing that 
the impact of an all-out ban on 
the popular app could be devas-
tating for U.S. technology, retail, 
gaming, telecommunications 
and other industries, according 
to the people.

Company management ear-
lier this month sought to reassure 
investors that the executive or-

der signed by President Donald 
Trump on Aug. 6 may apply only 
to WeChat’s overseas operations. 
The ban, which came amid efforts 
by the White House to curtail the 
rise of Chinese-owned technolo-
gy giants like Huawei Technolo-
gies Co. and TikTok owner Byte-
Dance Ltd., had erased roughly 

$66 billion from Tencent’s value, 
though today’s rebound means 
the stock has recouped all but $9 
billion of those losses.

Intense lobbying by represen-
tatives of U.S. businesses such as 
Walmart, General Motors, Best 
Buy and Target reinforces the in-
dispensability of WeChat for rea-

ching consumers in China. The 
sales impact on Tencent from 
President Donald Trump’s We-
Chat ban may be minimal as the 
administration appears to be nar-
rowing the scope of the order to 
protect U.S. businesses in China.

Spreads on Tencent’s dollar 
bond due 2030 tightened 2 basis 

points, according to credit tra-
ders in Hong Kong, the most since 
August 11. Shares of Prosus NV, 
the Naspers Ltd. unit that holds 
31% in Tencent, gained as much 
as 3.6%, while Naspers climbed 
2.9%.

Trump ignited a furor after sig-
ning the order to ban U.S. entities 
from dealing with WeChat. Con-
fusion reigned as investors gra-
ppled with the sweeping langua-
ge of Trump’s order - which bars 
“transactions” with the Chinese 
company - that leaves the door 
open for the administration to 
extend it well beyond the service 
in America. Apple’s shares fell on 
fears the action could hurt sales of 
iPhones in its largest market after 
the U.S.

Still, risks remain until details 
of the executive order are finali-
zed. Senior administration offi-
cials are deliberating over the sco-
pe of the ban ordered by Trump, 
one of the people said, and the 
president could ultimately over-
rule anything they decide.

Even if corporations are permi-
tted to do business with WeChat, 
individuals may still face restric-
tions on using the app in the U.S. 
A group of U.S. WeChat users filed 
a complaint at the federal court 
in San Francisco Friday in an at-
tempt to block the Trump admi-
nistration from imposing a ban 
on the app, saying it would violate 
their rights. BLOOMBERG

Tencent gains $37 billion after 
US reassures on WeChat ban
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PARIS police arrested 
148 people as Paris 

Saint-Germain soccer fans 
clashed with officers and 
smashed cars and store 
windows after the club lost 
the Champions League fi-
nal in Lisbon.

Hundreds of fans were 
also fined for not wea-
ring masks, a Paris police 
spokesman said yesterday.

Interior Minister Gerald 
Darmanin wrote on Twitter 
that 16 police officers were 
injured in the Sunday night 
skirmishes. Police did not 
have estimates on injuries 
among the soccer fans.

PSG was hoping to join 
Marseille as the only Fren-
ch club to win Europe’s elite 
soccer competition, but lost 
to Bayern Munich 1-0. The 

TALES AZZONI, LISBON

PSG 0, BAYERN 1

THERE was no goal or 
scoring record for Ro-
bert Lewandowski, but 
the Polish striker got to 

lift the Champions League trophy 
for the first time.

Lewandowski capped his specta-
cular season by winning his maiden 
European title after Bayern Munich 
beat Paris Saint-Germain 1-0 at the 
Stadium of Light on Sunday.

It was Bayern’s sixth European 
title, and first since 2013. That was 
also the last time Lewandowski had 
played in the Champions League 
final, with Borussia Dortmund in a 
losing effort. He’d reached the semi-
finals four times with Bayern in be-
tween appearances in the final.

“Never stop dreaming. Never 
give up when you fail. Work hard to 
achieve your goal,” the 32-year-old 
Lewandowski tweeted  along with a 
photo of him in front of the trophy 
while holding a Poland flag.

Kingsley Coman scored Bayern’s 
winner with a 59th-minute header.

Lewandowski failed to score for 

defeat was met with huge 
celebrations in Marseille, 
where fans cheered and let 
off flares and fireworks.

Back in Paris, riot police 
burst into a bar close to the 
Champs-Élysées to aggres-
sively remove people, be-
cause some were not wea-
ring masks, or were failing 
to keep social distancing 
amid coronavirus concer-
ns.

Riot police used tear gas 
to disperse fans gathered 
outside the club’s stadium. 
PSG beamed the match on 
two giant screens at Parc 
des Princes, with 5,000 fans 
allowed inside in keeping 
with the maximum allowed 
for soccer games in France 
as part of virus protection 
measures. AP

the first time in a Champions Lea-
gue game this season, leaving him 
with 15 goals from 10 matches. He 
ended two goals shy of Cristiano’s 
Ronaldo record of 17 in a single sea-
son in 2013-14.

Lewandowski has 50 Champions 
League goals with Bayern and 68 
in total from nine seasons, behind 
only Ronaldo (130), Lionel Messi 
(115) and Raúl González (71). He 
ended the season with 55 goals in 
all competitions.

Lewandowski helped in de-

fense as well yesterday until the 
end, prompting cheers from his 
teammates on the field and on ben-
ch after a sliding challenge that kept 
the ball in attack with a few minutes 
remaining.

“We really make life difficult for 
the opposition. When you think 
how we worked defensively until 
the 92nd minute,” Bayern coach 
Hansi Flick said. “Lewandowski 
was chasing after the ball, that was 
incredible. It was a complete team 
performance.” AP

Paris police arrest 148 
after PSG loses trophy

FOOTBALL

Lewandowski finally gets to 
lift Champions League trophy
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Ex-chief of Moutai top liquor 
brand sentenced to jail for bribery

Liu Zili, former vice chairman and general manager of Kweichow 
Moutai Group, maker of China’s famous Moutai liquor, was yester-
day sentenced to 11 and half years in prison for accepting bribes, a 
court said, according to Xinhua News Agency.

The sentence, handed down by the Intermediate People’s Court 
of Bouyei-Miao Autonomous Prefecture of Qiannan, Guizhou Pro-
vince, also includes a fine of 1 million yuan ($144,600) and the con-
fiscation of Liu’s illegally gained property.

The court found that from 2008 to 2018, Liu used his position in 
the state-owned group to seek benefits for others including fran-
chise rights. In return, he received money and valuable worth 
18.55 million yuan, either directly or through his family members.

The court said the sentence showed leniency, taking into consi-
deration that Liu was cooperative in the investigation and has al-
ready surrendered part of his illegal earnings.

Liu pled guilty in the court.
OPINION
World Views
The Editors, Bloomberg

India registered 61,408 
additional cases 
yesterday, driving the 
country’s virus tally past 
3.1 million. The Health 
Ministry also reported 
836 deaths in the past 
24 hours, taking total 
fatalities up to 57,542. 
India has been recording 
at least 60,000 new 
infections per day from 
the last two weeks. 
Western Maharashtra 
state and three southern 
states of Tamil Nadu, 
Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka are the worst-
hit regions. The country 
has largely reopened its 
economy, though with 
restrictions.

Australia’s hard-hit State 
of Victoria yesterday 
recorded its lowest tally 
of new coronavirus cases 
in eight weeks with the 
state capital Melbourne 
half way through a six-
week lockdown. Victoria 
reported 116 new cases 
and 15 deaths. That is 
the lowest daily tally of 
new cases since 87 were 
reported on July 5. Chief 
Health Officer Brett 
Sutton said although 
daily case numbers are 
“jumping around” he 
expected they were on a 
downward trajectory.

USA Protesters set 
cars on fire, smashed 
windows and clashed with 
officers in riot gear after 
Kenosha police shot and 
wounded a Black man, 
apparently in the back, 
while responding to a call 
about a domestic dispute. 
29-year-old Jacob Blake 
was hospitalized in 
serious condition after 
being shot in the back. 
The three officers at 
the scene were placed 
on administrative leave, 
standard practice in 
a shooting by police, 
while the state Justice 
Department investigates.
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The US needs a realistic 
Russia strategy

The suspected poisoning of Russian opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny underscores the dangers 
Russians face for speaking out against President 
Vladimir Putin.  It’s also a warning to those cur-
rently protesting for democratic change in nei-
ghboring Belarus.  So  long as Putin remains at 
the helm, Russia will continue to pose a serious 
threat to democratic values, in its periphery and 
beyond.

A coherent strategy to confront this challen-
ge will be essential for the next U.S. administra-
tion. It should include responding more directly 
to Putin’s provocations, raising the costs for Rus-
sian misconduct, and strengthening America’s 
relationships with its NATO allies. The U.S. shou-
ldn’t rule out cooperation with Moscow in areas 
of mutual interest, but only when doing so de-
monstrably advances its own security.

Above all, Washington must send clear signals 
to Putin about the kinds of behavior the U.S. 
deems unacceptable. The Trump administra-
tion’s policies have instead been characterized 
by inconstancy. Since 2017, the U.S. has impo-
sed  sanctions  against Russian individuals and 
some government entities for a range of actions, 
from conducting cyberattacks to meddling in 
Ukraine to poisoning a former Russian spy living 
in the U.K. Yet the impact of these measures has 
been blunted by Trump’s  resistance  to tougher 
penalties, his  acceptance  of Putin’s denial of 
interference in the 2016 election, and his push 
to welcome Russia back into the Group of Seven 
club of industrial nations.

More  recently, Trump has refused to respond 
to intelligence assessments that Russian opera-
tives paid bounties to Taliban fighters to kill U.S. 
troops. The U.S. should avoid a rush to judgment, 
but the president’s  willingness  to side with the 
Kremlin’s version of events, rather than that of 
his own intelligence agencies, is disturbing. At a 
minimum, the White House should suspend hi-
gh-level communication with Moscow while it 
conducts a thorough investigation. If the deaths 
of American troops are traced back to Russian 
operatives, the U.S. should impose a cost that will 
make Putin regret those actions.

Meanwhile, Washington needs to push back 
against Putin’s efforts to divide NATO and subvert 
the U.S. political system. Military and diploma-
tic officials should remind their counterparts of 
America’s capacity to retaliate if Russia attempts 
to meddle in this fall’s election. The next admi-
nistration should repair relationships with NATO 
partners and work with them on modernizing 
weapons systems. The U.S. should also reverse 
Trump’s decision to remove some  9,000 troops 
from Germany, which has cheered Russia at the 
expense of allies’ security.

As during the Cold War, the U.S. should look for 
ways to manage tensions and reduce the risks of 
catastrophic escalation. Russia lacks the econo-
mic power to compete with the U.S., but it pos-
sesses the world’s biggest nuclear arsenal and a 
larger military budget than any European coun-
try. Extending and strengthening the New START 
treaty, a bilateral arms-control agreement that’s 
due to expire next February, is critical for the se-
curity of both countries. Seeking collaboration 
in areas of shared concern — on climate change, 
say, or space policy — would also make sense.

Engaging with Putin, however, should not mean 
placating him. Consistent messaging, tougher 
deterrence measures and resolute support for 
allies are essential to a successful strategy. Conti-
nued drift will only embolden Putin and his ope-
ratives, to the detriment of America’s security and 
the world’s.

Cyprus denies new 
allegations in ‘golden 
passport’ scheme
CYPRUS denied fresh 

allegations that it was 
granting citizenship to fo-
reigners accused of crimes 
in exchange for millions in 
investments, insisting that 
all those who received a 
passport met all criteria in 
place at the time.

The Cypriot parlia-
ment last month beefed 
up the eligibility criteria 
for the so-called “golden 
passport” investment pro-
gram, which has brought 
billions in revenue since 
its introduction following 
a 2013 financial crisis. The 
program has attracted 
many investors because a 
passport from the Medi-
terranean island of Cyprus 
automatically grants its 
holder citizenship to the 
entire 27-member Euro-
pean Union. 

Cyprus’ interior minis-
try said 12 foreigners na-
med in an Al Jazeera report 
received citizenship under 
the investment program 
only after being approved 
by Cypriot and foreign 
agencies tasked with vet-
ting such applications.

The report claimed that 
the 12 — including four 
Russians, two people each 
from Ukraine, China and 
Iran, and one each from Ve-
nezuela and Vietnam — se-
cured Cypriot passports af-
ter paying at least 2 million 

euros ($2.36 million) in 
investments despite being 
under investigation for an 
assortment of crimes such 
as corruption and fraud.

The Cypriot interior mi-
nistry said would look into 
the new information in the 
report.

Under the latest chan-
ges, new anti-money lau-
ndering rules will be used 
to bolster how prospective 
investors are vetted. Ano-
ther clause makes it easier 
for investors involved in or 
convicted of a serious cri-
me to have their Cypriot 
citizenship revoked.

Investors will still need to 
sink 2 million euros ($2.28 
million) into the Cypriot 
economy, including buying 
a home, buying up stock 
in Cypriot companies or 

contributing to housing 
and entrepreneurship pro-
grams. The number of such 
citizenships is capped at 
700 a year.

The Cypriot govern-
ment last year moved to 
revoke the citizenship of 
26 foreign investors from 
countries including Russia, 
Cambodia, Malaysia and 
Iran following reports that 
they had possibly broken 
the rules. Cypriot President 
Nicos Anastasiades ack-
nowledged at the time that 
“errors” may have been 
made in granting such 
“golden passports.”

Some 4,000 Cypriot 
passports have been issued 
to investors under the pro-
gram, generating at least 7 
billion euros ($7.96 billion) 
since 2013. AP

Sunset in coastal resort of Ayia Napa in the eastern Mediterranean 
island of Cyprus

First born. Giant panda Yongyong and her cub are seen at the Qinling research center 
of breeding in Shaanxi Province. Yongyong gave birth to the female cub weighing 152 

grams last Monday. It is the first giant panda born at the center this year.

Zhang Bowen/Xinhua THE DECISIVE MOMENT


