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FOUR OF CHINA’S LARGEST BIG 
TECH COMPANIES WILL BE AT AN 
UPCOMING EMPLOYMENT EXPO 

HELD BY THE LABOR BUREAU

CESL ASIA IS ORGANIZING A 
DRAWING CONTEST THIS SUMMER 

AS ITS COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
ADAPTS TO THE PANDEMIC  P4 P4 P3
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South Korea is closing 
schools and returning to 
remote learning in the 
capital region as the country 
counted its 12th straight 
day of triple-digit daily 
increases in coronavirus 
cases. Education Minister 
Yoo Eun-hae said yesterday 
that at least 193 students 
and teachers were found 
infected over the past 
two weeks in the Seoul 
metropolitan region, where 
a viral surge has threatened 
to erase the country’s hard-
won epidemiological gains. 
South Korea’s Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention reported 280 
new cases of COVID-19, 
pushing the 12-day total to 
3,175. 

China Beijing universities are 
preparing to administer virus 
tests to students returning 
to the city’s campuses. 
The cost of testing all 
600,000 students will be 
born by the universities 
themselves, according 
to the Beijing Municipal 
Education Commission. 
China’s National Health 
Commission yesterday 
reported no new local 
infections for a ninth straight 
day and said 14 new cases 
were found in travelers 
arriving from abroad.

India has reported more 
than 60,000 new infections, 
taking its total to 3.17 
million. The Health Ministry 
also reported 848 deaths 
in the past 24 hours, 
taking total fatalities past 
58,000. The recovery rate 
has reached nearly 76% 
as the Health Ministry 
added its highest number 
of recovered patients in 
a day, more than 66,500. 
Testing has also increased 
dramatically. Nearly a third 
of the tests being used 
are a fast, cheap test that 
screens for antigens, or 
viral proteins, rather than 
the molecular tests that 
detect the genetic code of 
the virus.
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EXCHANGE PROGRAM 
INSPIRES STUDENT TO 

PURSUE FURTHER STUDY

 P3

QUARANTINE TO STAY
MGTO expects that quarantine upon arrival in Macau 

will be enforced for a relatively long time

Beijing 
starts 

European 
diplomatic 

blitz to 
counter US 
influence

 P7



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
26.08.2020 wed

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

2

B
LO

O
M

B
ER

G

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (DIRECTOR)_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
MANAGING EDITOR_Daniel Beitler daniel@macaudailytimes.com  
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla  Zandonai

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran, Irene Sam, 
Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,  Jacky I.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, João Palla Martins, Joseph Cheung, Julie Zhu, Juliet 
Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Lynzy Valles, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield, Viviana Seguí  
DESIGNERS_Eva Bucho, Miguel Bandeira | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property, MdME Lawyers, 
PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, Bloomberg, MacauHub, MacauNews, Xinhua  
SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com 
ADDRESS  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
For subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Like us on facebook.com/mdtimes
+19,000

REACHING OUT!

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Fire service, police 
welcome new officers

The Fire Services Bureau (CB) and 
the Public Security Police Force 
(PSP) have recently held graduation 
ceremonies for their new officers. 
The CB will have 47 graduates 
officially joining the bureau as 
firefighters this year. The graduates 
have trained for over eight 
months, learning fire-extinguishing 
techniques, how to handle 
hazardous and chemical materials, 
regulations on communications, 
first aid and fire safety, as well as 
other laws and regulations. Lei Cho 
Ieng, a female graduate, achieved 
the highest grades in training. 
Meanwhile, the PSP celebrated the 
graduation of 54 new officers, 10 
of which are female. One of the 
female officers has an educational 
background in music. Forty new 
officers hold bachelor’s degrees and 
14 have secondary school diplomas.

Urban Planning 
Scheme to 
consolidate 
gov’t facilities

In response to lawmaker Sulu 
Sou’s inquiry, the government has 
stressed that the Overall Urban 
Planning Scheme, which will be 
brought to public consultation at 
a later date, has remarks about 
grouping land designations for 
government offices and facilities. 
The government also disclosed that 
it would consider the arrangements 
and use of the New Urban Zone B 
and the Nam Van Lake Reclamation 
Zones C and D together. The 
government’s intention is to 
preserve the city’s panorama and 
construct a coastal green corridor 
for the city. The scheme should 
also improve developments in the 
existing areas of NAPE and ZAPE.

Rooftop housing 
structure burns, 
no injuries

A housing structure on the rooftop 
of a residential building near the 
Border Gate caught fire early 
Monday morning. The fire was 
quickly put out by firefighters, who 
later discovered three liquified 
petroleum gas barrels at the site. 
Two of them were blackened by 
smoke. It is understood that there 
would have been much greater 
consequences if they had exploded. 
Preliminary investigations suggest 
that the fire was caused by a 
desk lamp short-circuiting. The 
structure, which is believed to be 
illegal, was emitting smoke when 
firefighters arrived at the scene. 
During the fire, 63 residents were 
evacuated including a pregnant 
woman.

Hong Kong to relax social 
distancing rules as virus cases drop

COVID-19

First confirmed re-infection said to be seen in HK
A man caught the coro-

navirus after recove-
ring from an initial bout 
in April in what scientis-
ts said was the first case 
showing that reinfection 
may occur within a few 
months.

The 33-year-old’s se-
cond SARS-CoV-2 in-
fection was detected via 
airport screening on his 
return to Hong Kong from 
Europe this month. Re-
searchers at the Univer-
sity of Hong Kong used 
genomic sequence analy-
sis to prove that he was 

infected by two different 
strains. The information 
technology worker didn’t 
develop any symptoms 
from his second infec-
tion, which might indica-
te “subsequent infections 
may be milder,” the re-
searchers said.

“Our findings sug-
gest that SARS-CoV-2 
may persist in humans,” 
Kwok-Yung Yuen and 
colleagues said Monday 
in a paper accepted for 
publication in the jour-
nal Clinical Infectious 
Diseases. The findings 

also suggest SARS-CoV-2 
is reminiscent of the co-
ronaviruses that cause 
the common cold, and 
may continue to circula-
te “even if patients have 
acquired immunity via 
natural infection or via 
vaccination,” they said.

While some patien-
ts have tested positive 
for the virus over many 
weeks, even after their 
symptoms have resolved, 
scientists haven’t fully un-
derstood whether these 
cases reflect lingering tra-
ces of the virus, a re-erup-

tion of an infection, or a 
new infection.

This is “the world’s first 
documentation of a pa-
tient who recovered from 
Covid-19, but got ano-
ther episode of Covid-19 
afterwards,” the resear-
chers said in an emailed 
statement.

It may be difficult to 
find Covid-19 survivors 
who have been reinfected 
with SARS-CoV-2 if they 
don’t show symptoms, 
said Corey Smith, head 
of translational and hu-
man immunology at the 

QIMR Berghofer Medical 
Research Institute in Bris-
bane.

“Because he showed 
no symptoms on the se-
cond infection, it is likely 
that, although the virus 
has managed to establish 
infection, his memory im-
mune response has likely 
prevented any sympto-
matic disease,” Smith 
said in an email. “This 
does suggest that natu-
ral infection may provide 
protection against disea-
se, but not reinfection.” 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

HONG Kong will relax social 
distancing rules from Fri-

day, allowing evening dining at 
restaurants and the removal of 
masks during outdoor exerci-
se, as Covid-19 cases in the city 
dwindle.

Hong Kong will also reopen 
movie theaters, beauty parlors 
and some outdoor sports ve-
nues, officials said at a briefing 
yesterday. Current social distan-
cing measures - the strictest in 
the financial hub to date - will be 
extended to Aug. 27.

The exemption on masks 
during exercise will last for se-
ven days, Chan said, adding that 
many people had stopped exer-
cising due to the requirement.

Despite the easing, restau-
rant seating will remain limited 
to two people per table. No food 
or drinks will be allowed in cine-
mas, which will provide socially 
distanced seating for movie-
goers. Masks will be required at 
beauty parlors, with certain ex-
ceptions.

“Under this new normal, it 
is hard to expect there will be 
no confirmed cases in the long 
term,” Food and Health Se-
cretary Sophia Chan said. “We 
have to accept the possibility of 
having some specific cases and 
clusters.”

“The government cannot wait 
until there are no cases in the 
community to relax social dis-
tancing rules,” she said.

Chief Executive Carrie Lam’s 

approval rating rose five percen-
tage points to 24% - the biggest 
increase since Dec. 2018, months 
before pro-democracy protests 
kicked off last year - according 
to the latest survey by the Hong 
Kong Public Opinion Program, 
released Tuesday.

Lam said at a morning brie-
fing that there had been a “reas-
suring” downward trend in ca-
ses. But she added that it was 
still hard to avoid some small 
community outbreaks, and that 
the government would continue 
monitoring and regularly test 
workers at the city’s port.

Hong Kong reported 16 new 
locally-transmitted virus cases 
yesterday, and three others that 

were imported.
The city is among regional 

spots battling a fresh wave of 
cases after seeing initial success 
containing the virus, including 
Vietnam, South Korea and Aus-
tralia. Hong Kong’s government 
has urged citizens to take part in 
a voluntary free two-week drive 
to test the entire population for 
Covid-19 starting Sept. 1, aided 
by Chinese experts and labs.

Lam repeated that the testing 
campaign was fully supported by 
Beijing and urged participation.

“I would appeal to the public 
to actively participate in the uni-
versal testing scheme in order 
to find silent carriers as soon as 
possible,” she said. “The reason 

why Hong Kong at this moment 
has a capacity to undertake such 
a large scale universal commu-
nity testing is because of the as-
sistance rendered by the central 
people’s government.”

Lam’s government has been 
under pressure from restaurants 
and other small businesses to re-
lax distancing measures. Smaller 
businesses have been especially 
hard hit, with the demonstra-
tions knocking Hong Kong into a 
recession even before the pande-
mic hit.

Hong Kong’s Legislative Cou-
ncil will hold a special meeting 
to discuss the government’s 
coronavirus efforts on Friday. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG
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Chinese big tech companies present 
at upcoming Macau job fair

Tourism board chief says quarantine here to stay
RENATO MARQUES

THE government ex-
pects that quarantine 

upon arriving in Macau 
will be enforced for a rela-
tively long time, the Macao 
Government Tourism Offi-
ce (MGTO) director Maria 
Helena de Senna Fernan-
des said yesterday on the 
sidelines of the meeting of 
the Second Standing Com-
mittee of the Legislative 
Assembly, which met to 
discuss the new Hotel Busi-
ness Law.

This justifies the measu-
res announced on Monday. 
which state that Macau resi-
dents going into quarantine 
a second time will be requi-
red to pay their own hotel 
quarantine bills.

“The people [being qua-

rantined] were those that 
returned to Macau in March 
and then in June and July,” 
Senna Fernandes said.

“From September, we 
think that we might have 
people that left Macau [in 
June and July] to study or for 
other reasons, who will wish 
to return to Macau once 
again. Because quarantine 
requirements will continue 
for some time, the govern-
ment has decided that peo-
ple undergoing a second 
quarantine [at designated 
local hotels] must pay the 
bill,” she said.

From September 1, Ma-
cau residents who have al-
ready undergone a 14-day 
quarantine at a designated 
quarantine venue in Ma-
cau and were exempt from 
payment will have to pay 

for hotel quarantine if they 
arrive in Macau from coun-
tries or regions that are con-
sidered high-risk.

When asked about the 
MGTO’s expectations for 
the number of visitors that 
could visit Macau in the 
coming days, Senna Fer-
nandes said, “we are not 
making any forecasts at 
the moment since the con-
ditions are very different 
when compared to before 
the pandemic. […] We have 
a very conservative outlook 
since the ways of traveling 
within the mainland have 
changed.”

The MGTO director no-
ted that the lack of a requi-
rement for a negative nu-
cleic acid test result in order 
to travel between different 
provinces on the mainland 

has not yet been extended 
to include Macau.

“Tour groups have alrea-
dy been authorized but this 
does not include Macau 
either, and for individual 
people, they might also be 
scared of the possibility of 
being infected during the 
trip, so they are avoiding 
these trips for the time 
being,” she said.

For Senna Fernandes, 
the most important work 
being done at the moment 
is not on the promotion of 
tourism products but in 
“restoring confidence that 
people can travel to Macau 
without the risk of being in-
fected with the virus.”

According to figures cited 
by the local tourism direc-
tor, since border restrictions 
with the neighboring city of 
Zhuhai were eased earlier 
this month, there was an 
influx of “just above 9,000 
visitors” at its busiest point. 

ANTHONY LAM

F
OUR of China’s largest te-
chnology enterprises will 
be at an upcoming em-
ployment expo held by 

the Labor Affairs Bureau, the Ma-
cao New Chinese Youth Associa-
tion and the General Association 
of Chinese Students of Macao.

These include China’s own 
online storage platform Alibaba 
Cloud, online retail portal Tao-
bao, video app and TikTok’s pa-
rent company ByteDance and 
Chinese Internet platform Ten-
cent.

According to a statement from 
the organizing committee, the-
re will be other companies from 
mainland China at the job fair as 
well.

The fair will be held this 
weekend at the Macau University 
of Science and Technology. It was 
postponed due to Covid-19 and 
registration will be required to 
avoid crowds at the fair.

In addition, as some gradua-
ting students or jobseekers are 
stranded outside of Macau due to 
travel restrictions, the fair will be 
broadcast live on social media. A 
full list of available vacancies will 
also be made public on the job 
fair’s website.

Participation by mainland 
Chinese enterprises will provide 
jobseekers with deeper knowled-
ge of job opportunities and work 
environments on the mainland, 
the organizers say. It will also wi-
den their horizons and help them 

seize opportunities in the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA).

Last year, many GBA enterpri-
ses participated in the job fair. 
The organizing body explained 
that this year they would not be 
physically participating due to 
strict border restrictions. Howe-
ver, three booths will be reserved 
for the promotion of job opportu-
nities in the GBA. The advantages 
of the area will also be highligh-
ted.

The organizers disclosed that 
they have kept track of jobseekers 
hired by mainland Chinese enter-

prises at last year’s job fair. More 
than half of them work in the 
GBA, with Guangzhou hosting 
most of them, and Zhuhai and 
Shenzhen following.

Most of them work in marke-
ting, quality control and research 
positions.

Apart from mainland enter-
prises, the job fair will also col-
laborate with the six gambling 
concessionaires, government de-
partments and bureaus, financial 
institutions, real estate agencies, 
caterers, as well as retailers.

In total, the job fair will present 

over 3,000 vacancies offered by 
more than 60 companies, orga-
nizations and entities. The vacan-
cies cover several areas, including 
finance, information technology, 
leisure and entertainment, faci-
lity management, engineering, 
sales and marketing, as well as 
hospitality and catering.

Previously announced data 
showed that this year, the city 
expects to add a total of 7,000 
graduates to the labor force. The 
organizers disclosed that the ave-
rage salary this year amounts to 
MOP14,600 per month.

As it has previously done, the 
job fair will provide series of se-
minars, workshops on CV writing 
and job interviews, as well as ca-
reer planning consultation and 
a photography service for profile 
pictures.

The seminar series will be ki-
cked off by Alibaba Cloud. Busi-
ness development management 
from the company will familia-
rize local jobseekers with cloud 
computing and technology, and 
the company’s structure and bu-
siness model.

SALARY SAID TO BE 
GREATEST CONCERN

Each year, the organizers con-
duct surveys at the job fair for 
further analysis. They managed 
to interview 1,054 jobseekers at 
last year’s fair, 70% of which were 
aged below 25. The organizers see 
this as a representation of the job 
fair’s attractiveness to young or 
graduating jobseekers.

Of the respondents, 29% prio-
ritized salary in their list of criteria 
for an acceptable or considered 
job. Some 18% were concerned 
about whether their education or 
professional backgrounds wou-
ld match with the jobs that were 
offered to them. Career path was 
third amongst all concerns, at 
just one percentage point lower.

As for salary, 35% of respon-
dents hoped for a monthly sa-
lary between MOP12,000 and 
MOP16,000, while 16% hoped for 
a salary between MOP16,000 and 
MOP20,000. 

MGTO director Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes
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Katrina Xian, who has been accepted into Imperial College London
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Exchange program, financial aid 
inspires student to pursue study in UK

CESL Asia launches drawing contest to 
enrich children’s stay-at-home summer
DANIEL BEITLER

LOCAL energy and en-
vironment firm CESL 

Asia is organizing a drawing 
contest for children this 
summer to celebrate the 
20th anniversary of its CESL 
Asia Social Investment Pro-
gram.

Themed “How to Grow a 
Beautiful City,” the drawing 
contest is intended to en-
courage children to explore 
beauty, harmony and in-

clusion in the community 
using their imagination 
and drawing talent, accor-
ding to a press release seen 
yesterday by Macau Daily 
Times.

Mindful of the current 
pandemic circumstances, 
the contest “also provides 
an opportunity to enrich 
children’s at-home activi-
ties and to increase family 
interaction, love, positive 
energy and well-being,” the 
release said.

The event is being held 
amid the Covid-19 pande-
mic as a replacement to the 
larger community events 
normally held in the sum-
mer, so as to avoid the con-
gregation of crowds. 

According to CESL Asia 
President and CEO António 
Trindade, the contest is just 
one of many community 
outreach projects arranged 
every year by the local firm.

“This is beyond corpo-
rate social responsibility,” 

said Trindade, when asked 
about the impact of the-
se projects. “Starting only 
last year, companies were 
beginning to talk about 
how essential it is to have 
a purpose – we have been 
[saying] that for decades. 
We are talking about busi-
ness sustainability. We be-
lieve that this is why CESL 
Asia has flourished in the 
past decades – because of 
our outreach and giving 
back to the society. We have 

become in tune with the 
community needs and pay 
attention to what it needs 
for development.”

The contest is now open 
for enrolment until Sep-
tember 9 to Macau children 
aged from 8 to 12. To par-
ticipate parents and kids 
should scan the QR Code 
on the poster or visit CESL 
Asia’s Facebook page for de-
tailed information. 

The judging and selec-
tion will be based on the 
following criteria: adhe-
rence to the theme, design 
creativity as well as drawing 
skills and color combina-
tion. All drawings that in-
clude a reference related 
to CESL Asia Social Invest-

ment Program will be awar-
ded a bonus. 

The submissions will go 
through a three-stage re-
view process. First, an in-
ternal team from CESL Asia 
will select between 30 and 
40 highlighted entries from 
all of the competition sub-
missions. Second, a panel of 
judges drawn from local ar-
tists and “those connected 
to the art world” will narrow 
down the selection. Finally, 
the remaining entries will 
be put to public vote online.

Macau Daily Times is 
the official media partner 
of the CESL Asia Social In-
vestment 20th Anniversary 
Kid’s Drawing and Coloring 
Contest.

LYNZY VALLES 

L
OCAL universities in the 
Macau SAR are offering 
short-term exchange 
programs, allowing stu-

dents to have the opportunity 
to learn about new cultures and 
enhance personal development.

Many students prefer to stay 
in the city during their colle-
ge years, yet some take up the 
challenge of leaving their com-
fort zones and collecting di-
fferent life experiences from 
beyond Macau’s shores.

While some fund their own 
exchange programs, several pu-
blic and private institutions in 
the city offer financial assistance 
to outstanding students.

Katrina Xian, a 23-year-old lo-
cal resident, is one of the benefi-
ciaries of a private institution in 
the city, and is pursuing biome-
dical studies.

Xian recently graduated from 
the University of Macau after 
studying biomedical studies.

Both a Moon Chun Memorial 
College and Honours College 
graduate, Xian was a recipient of 
the Britcham Summer Program-
me Scholarship tenable at the 
University of Oxford in 2019, as 
arranged by the British Chamber 
of Commerce in Macao.

After her internship, Xian had 
decided to continue her studies 
in the U.K.

She will now be reading a 
one-year Master of Science in 
human molecular genetics at 
Imperial College London.

Speaking to the Times, Xian 
explained how exchange pro-
grams and financial assistance 
from the city’s institutions are 

allowing local students to gain 
new experiences and education 
outside the city’s normal educa-
tion system.

Xian had received finan-
cial assistance from the British 
Chamber of Commerce of Ma-
cau through its corporate social 
responsibility (CSR) scheme.

The institution began fun-
draising by running its gala balls, 
where it commits a minimum 
of 50% of the profits to its CSR 
Fund.

“I think these programs are 
really helpful. I think it’s always 
good to get a chance to see the 
outside world. We need to get 
out of our [comfort zone] becau-
se the world is big and there are 

many opportunities for us [ou-
tside Macau] to work and live,” 
said the recent graduate.

Xian applied to several 
schools in the U.K., including 
Imperial College London, The 
University of Manchester and 
The University of Edinburgh. 

“Luckily I got places at all of 
them, but I think Imperial Colle-
ge is one of the best, especially 
for its science background. I had 
a great time in the U.K. during 
my exchange program. People 
were openminded and were 
multicultural,” explained Xian.

For Xian, leaving the city to 
study abroad takes courage, 
especially coming from a con-
servative and traditional family 

where some parents would pre-
fer to have their children stay in 
the city.

Even among those parents 
who prefer to send their chil-
dren abroad to study, the recent 
graduate hinted that there is a 
culture in some families not to 
venture outside the greater Chi-
na region for further study.

“It would be wonderful if the-
re were more chances for stu-
dents to get out of the city for 
a while. I’m a lucky one,” Xian 
said.  

Executive director of Brit-
cham Macau, Maggie Chan, says 
the association aims to assist lo-
cal students experience student 
life in the U.K. She noted that 

their goal is to “take these stu-
dents to the U.K. and they take 
Macau with them to promote 
the city.”

Since 2009, the Chamber has 
distributed a total of 548,685 pa-
tacas through its CSR Fund.

“There is a need for Macau 
students to leave the city as they 
need to experience a different 
environment. It helps boost per-
sonal development. These kinds 
of programs really help indivi-
duals see how capable they are,” 
said Chan.

“From the Chamber’s stan-
dpoint, personal development 
for these students is good and 
we hope that one day, they will 
bring back their U.K. experien-
ces to Macau and share them 
with others.”

There is still no exact date for 
when Xian will fly back to the 
U.K. due to visa issues. Not to 
mention Covid-19 and the heal-
th risks she would undertake 
while traveling.

Xian is slightly worried about 
the risk of travel but believes that 
her flight will run smoothly with 
all the required safety measures.

Xian will focus on data analy-
sis as she continues to work on 
and research human molecular 
genetics.

Commenting on whether Ma-
cau has a market for her field of 
study, Xian noted, “I think the 
Greater Bay Area is starting to 
focus on this area but I cannot 
see Macau doing so as it is a tou-
ristic city and they are more fo-
cused on [boosting] this sector.”

Macau Daily Times is the of-
ficial media partner of the Bri-
tish Chamber of Commerce in 
Macao.
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OM, MGM to host Beethoven 
concert this weekend

To celebrate Beethoven’s 250th birthday and 
the 50th World Earth Day, the Macao Orchestra 
and MGM are staging two concerts this 
weekend at the indoor plaza, The Spectacle, 
at MGM Cotai. The orchestra will perform 
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6 in F Major, Op.68, 
“Pastoral.” Admission is free. The orchestra 
plans to incorporate innovative technology and 
modern architecture to bring the audience a 
multimedia musical experience that highlights 
humanity’s unity with nature. MGM Cotai will 
also arrange various activities on August 29 and 
30, including the “Guided Tour for Earth Day X 
Nature’s Art,” the “Moss Ball Planting Workshop” 
and the “Symphony Afternoon Tea.”

61% decrease in retail sales 
recorded in second quarter

The Statistics and Census Service has recorded 
a 61% drop in retail revenue for the second 
quarter of 2020, bringing the amount down 
to about MOP6.9 billion. After removing the 
effect of price changes, the sales volume 
index also dropped by 61.5%. Comparing the 
data to the same period last year, the largest 
declines were recorded in watches, clocks 
and jewelry (-87.3%), leather goods (-72.8%), 
as well as department store goods (-71.7%). 
The value of retail sales in the second quarter 
of 2020 decreased by 38% as compared with 
the revised figure (MOP11.16 billion) in the 
first quarter. Meanwhile, 72.1% of the retailers 
anticipated a year-on-year decrease in sales 
volume in the third quarter of 2020, 20.2% 
expected the sales volume to remain stable and 
7.7% forecasted an increase.

Lawmakers unhappy 
with landlords’ right 
to veto tenant business 

RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKERS of the Se-
cond Standing Committee 

of the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) are unhappy with one of 
the provisions in the new Ho-
tel Business Law. It states that 
to request a temporary licen-
se, tenants need a declaration 
from the landlord that autho-
rizes the operation.

According to the chairman 
of the committee, Chan Chak 
Mo, committee members are 
calling on the government to 
reevaluate the need for the 
declaration, as it seems like 
the provision gives landlords 
the power to veto tenants’ bu-
siness operations. 

Article 31 of the law says 
that license applicants can 
now request a temporary li-
cense to start operating res-
taurants, bars, coffee shops, 
and dancing rooms even be-
fore being inspected by the 
Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO), as long as 

the project and blueprints 
have been already approved 
and fire safety regulations are 
being fulfilled.

“In the opinion of the com-
mittee, the proof of a rental 
contract [between the te-
nant and landlord] should be 
enough [to grant the right to 
request a temporary opera-
tion license],” said Chan. “But 
we are questioning the gover-
nment on why [the law states] 
that a declaration from the 

owner authorizing the ope-
ration of the establishment is 
needed.” 

Chan added that in the ca-
ses where the venue is a hotel, 
the hotel owner also needs to 
authorize the shop to open 
without the inspection.

According to the chairman 
of the committee, this topic 
was accountable for most of 
the debate at yesterday’s mee-
ting.

As Chan said at a previous 

briefing, the new system esta-
blished by the new law aims 
to cut down on the amount 
of bureaucracy and procedu-
res for business owners. This 
also includes the possibility of 
obtaining temporary licenses 
before and after inspections 
by the authorities. These tem-
porary licenses would last for 
six months and be renewable 
for further six-month periods.

Questioned by the media 
on how much time applican-
ts would be able to save using 
the new system, Chan said, 
“currently we are taking over 
two years to issue a final li-
cense. In the future and with 
this one-stop system, we will 
do this much faster. This new 
law would be a great improve-
ment.” 

“For example, in the case 
of the food and beverage es-
tablishment located at a hotel 
that has already its license, I 
would say that [a final license 
could take] about six months 
to be issued,” he added.
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Beijing starts European diplomatic 
blitz to counter US influence

China, US discuss economic coordination in trade meeting
JOE MCDONALD, 
BEIJING

U.S. and Chinese tra-
de envoys discussed 

strengthening coordina-
tion of their countries’ 
economic policies during a 
phone meeting yesterday, 
the Ministry of Commerce 
announced. 

The announcement 
gave no details of the mee-
ting held as part of the 
“Phase 1” truce aimed at 
ending a tariff war between 
the two biggest global eco-
nomies that has disrupted 
worldwide trade. 

President Xi Jinping’s 
government has lobbied 

Washington since at least 
2016 to coordinate ma-
croeconomic policies. Bei-
jing has given no details, 
but such policies can in-
clude economic growth, 
employment, inflation and 
trade. 

Yesterday’s meeting in-
cluded Vice Premier Liu 
He, U.S. Trade Representa-
tive Robert Lighthizer and 
Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin, the ministry 
said. 

“The two sides had a 
constructive dialogue on 
strengthening the coordi-
nation of the macroeco-
nomic policies of the two 
countries and the imple-

mentation of the ‘Phase 1’ 
agreement,” a ministry sta-
tement said. 

Under the “Phase 1” 
agreement signed in Ja-
nuary, both governments 
agreed to suspend addi-
tional penalties on each 
other’s goods in a fight 
launched by President Do-
nald Trump in 2018 over 
Beijing’s technology ambi-
tions and trade surplus. 

That deal has stayed in 
place despite a growing ar-
ray of irritants in U.S.-Chi-
nese relations including 
the status of Hong Kong, 
the handling of the coro-
navirus pandemic and ac-
cusations of human rights 

violations in China’s Mus-
lim northwestern territory 
of Xinjiang.

Beijing promised as part 
of the “Phase 1” agreement 
to narrow its trade surplus 

with the United States by 
purchasing more Ameri-
can farm goods. Trump’s 
economic adviser, Larry 
Kudlow, told reporters last 
week the White House is 

satisfied with Beijing’s pur-
chases so far.

The truce called for talks 
to be held after six months, 
but those were delayed due 
to the coronavirus pande-
mic. A meeting scheduled 
for last week was to be held 
online but was postponed. 

The two governmen-
ts have yet to announce 
plans for face-to-face talks 
in the next stage of nego-
tiations.

The two governmen-
ts have rolled back some 
penalties but most of the 
punitive tariffs imposed 
on hundreds of billions 
of dollars of each other’s 
goods remain in place. AP

C
HINA is looking to turn 
on the charm in Europe 
to push back against a 
U.S. campaign for allies 

to shun cooperation with Beijing.
Foreign Minister Wang Yi ki-

cked off a week-long Europe tour 
yesterday, with planned stops in 
Italy, the Netherlands, Norway, 
France and Germany. The trip co-
mes on the heels of U.S. Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo’s two visits 
to Europe in as many months, in 
which he warned that China po-
ses a greater threat than Russia.

For China the move is part of 
a broader push to stabilize key 
relationships around the world, 
particularly as the U.S. seeks to 
keep Huawei Technologies Co. 
out of 5G networks, rewire global 
supply chains and prevent Chi-
nese apps like TikTok and WeChat 
from accessing American data. 
China has recently toned down 
its rhetoric against the U.S., and 
both sides this week reaffirmed 
their commitment to the phase-
-one trade deal.

In addition to Wang Yi’s trip 
to Europe, his boss also recently 
made trips to Singapore and Sou-
th Korea. Yang Jiechi, a Politburo 
member who oversees China’s fo-
reign affairs, also pushed for a tri-
lateral summit this year between 
China, South Korea and Japan, 
another U.S. ally.

“What China is doing is to 
keep relations with other coun-
tries normal and present itself in 
a more objective way,” said Gao 
Zhikai, a former Chinese diplo-
mat and translator for late Chi-
nese leader Deng Xiaoping. “To 
the extent there are distortions 
created by the U.S., China has 
the right to bring the situation 
back to normal.”

Throughout Europe, Wang 
plans to “send a message of safe-
guarding multilateralism” while 
pushing for cooperation on the 
virus, global supply chains and 
the green economy, according to 
China’s Foreign Ministry. On Tues-
day in Rome, he was set to meet 
his counterpart Luigi Di Maio for 
talks on issues ranging from eco-
nomic ties to cooperation in ba-
ttling the coronavirus and regio-
nal issues including Libya.

Europe’s strategic significance 
to Beijing has increased as rela-
tions with the U.S. deteriorate and 
Pompeo seeks to build an anti-
-China bloc of countries, accor-
ding to a researcher at the govern-
ment-affiliated Chinese Academy 

of Social Sciences who asked not 
to be identified due to rules for 
speaking with the media. While 
the virtual China-EU summit in 
June didn’t go well, Beijing sees 
ties warming as Europe looks to 
revive its economy in the wake of 
the pandemic, the researcher said.

Earlier this month, Pompeo 
gave a speech before the Czech se-
nate in which he said the “tide has 
turned” against China in the U.S. 
and is starting to in Europe.

“China’s world dominance is 
not inevitable,” he said, adding 
that the U.S. ejected “Chinese in-
tellectual property thieves” and 
sanctioned “human rights abu-
sers in the Chinese government.”

China has sought to blame 

Pompeo for worsening ties with 
the U.S. while appealing to a broa-
der set of policy makers. Gao, the 
former Chinese diplomat, likened 
him to a “hired gun.”

On Tuesday, Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Zhao Lijian hailed 
China’s relations with France, the 
next stop on Wang’s tour through 
Europe. He mentioned that Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has held four pho-
ne calls this year with his counter-
part, Emmanuel Macron.

“China and France are both 
major countries in the Security 
Council and also with a tradition 
of independence,” Zhao said. “We 
have to continue following the 
consensus of our two heads of 
states.” BLOOMBERG

Foreign Minister Wang Yi
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A man has been given the world’s first battery-opera-
ted heart in a pioneering operation in Britain. 

The patient, an unnamed 62-year-old from the south 
of England, is now in a stable condition at the world-fa-
mous Papworth Hospital in Cambridgeshire. 

He had only months to live when doctors offered him 
the chance of being a guinea-pig for the new titanium 
and plastic device, manufactured in America. 

Known as the Left Ventricular Assist Device (LVAD) it 
is not a replacement for the human heart. 

It is essentially an electrical pump which does most of 
the work of the pumping chamber of the heart, the left 
ventricle. 

During the four-hour operation the LVAD was placed 
in the wall of the man’s abdomen and connected to his 
heart. 

The pump is powered by a battery pack which the pa-
tient will wear on his belt. 

The operation was performed by an 11-man team led 
by top heart surgeons Sir Terence English and John 
Wallwork. 

Sir Terence carried out Britain’s first successful heart 
transplant on entertainer Keith Castle in 1979. 

The pioneering procedure could provide a vital alter-
native to heart transplants. 

The LVAD, which costs £40,000, has been used suc-
cessfully in more than 200 patients to keep them alive 
until a donated heart became available. 

However, a trial being carried out a Papworth will allow 
surgeons to see whether the device has a role in the 
long-term therapy of patients with cardiac failure. 

Patients being considered suitable to take part in the 
trial are being randomly allocated to two groups. 

One will have the device implanted and the remaining 
control group will continue with their usual drug treat-
ment. 

Courtesy BBC News

1994 Man gets ‘bionic’ heart

In context

The recipient of the heart pump was later named as Ar-
thur Cornhill. 
He died from kidney failure nine months after the oper-
ation. 
At the time of Mr Cornhill’s death the LVAD had been 
implanted into two other British men, one of whom died 
shortly afterwards. 
In 2000 progress in LVAD technology allowed doctors 
in Oxford, England, to fit the first pump designed to be a 
permanent fixture inside a patient’s failing heart. 
The patient, Peter Houghton, was on the brink of death 
before the operation that allowed to him to lead a fit and 
active life. 

this day in historyMelania Trump taking 
Rose Garden turn to 
pitch her husband

DARLENE SUPERVILLE, 
WASHINGTON

W
HEN Melania 
Trump ad-
dresses the 
Re p u b l i c a n 

convention from the White 
House, it will be the most 
that many Americans have 
seen of their first lady since 
the beginning of the coro-
navirus pandemic that has 
come to define her hus-
band’s administration. 

Out of the public view 
for much of the year, Mrs. 
Trump will step into the 
spotlight today [Macau 
time] to argue for a second 
term for President Donald 
Trump — while trying to 
avoid the missteps that mar-
red her introduction to the 
nation when she spoke at 
the gathering in 2016.

The first lady’s office 
hasn’t provided any hints as 
to what she will say.

“I would suspect that the 
speech will be a combina-
tion of defending what the 
base likes about Donald 
Trump, playing up the fact 
that if you like what you saw, 
you’ll like the next four years 
if he’s reelected,” said Ohio 
University professor Kathe-
rine Jellison, who studies 
first ladies. 

Just like Trump has upen-
ded norms of the presiden-
cy, Melania Trump has al-
tered what it means to be a 
modern first lady, from con-
tinuing to live in New York 
City in the administration’s 
opening months to forcing 
the ouster of a deputy na-
tional security adviser. Not 
since Nancy Reagan has any 
first lady asserted herself so 
publicly in West Wing per-
sonnel matters.

Like the president, her te-
nure can also be defined by 
its ups and downs.

The first lady arranged a 
splashy launch for “Be Best,” 
her signature initiative for 
children, but ended up on 
the defensive for making 
anti-cyberbullying one of its 
pillars when the president 
regularly uses Twitter to at-
tack anyone he feels has be-
trayed him.

She rushed to the sou-
thern border to visit migrant 
children after the adminis-
tration started separating 
them from the grown-ups 
who brought them to the 
U.S. from Mexico, a rare 
instance where she publicly 
opposed the president’s po-
licy. 

But en route to McAllen, 
Texas, the former fashion 
model donned a green 
hooded jacket with “I 
Really Don’t Care, Do U?” 
scrawled on the back. She 
didn’t wear it around the 

children, but the baffling 
wardrobe choice quickly 
overshadowed the goo-
dwill border visit.

“It distracted from what 
she was trying to do,” said 
Myra Gutin, who studies 
first ladies at Rider Univer-
sity. 

The first lady’s spokes-
person, Stephanie Grisham, 
said at the time that it was 
“just a jacket” with no hi-
dden meaning. President 
Trump later contradicted 
that, tweeting that his wife 
had learned how dishonest 
the news media are “and she 
truly no longer cares!” 

Melania Trump later said 
in a television interview that 
the jacket was “for the peo-
ple and for the left-wing me-
dia who are criticizing me.” 

Her announcements 
during the pandemic of two 
costly though privately fun-
ded White House improve-
ment projects — construc-
tion of a tennis pavilion and 
a Rose Garden renovation 
— opened her to charges of 
tone-deafness and a flurry 
of social media commentary 
likening her to France’s Ma-
rie Antoinette. She tweeted 
that the naysayers should 
“contribute something good 
& productive in their own 
communities” instead of 
criticizing her.

She responded with si-
lence to claims by porn star 
Stormy Daniels and former 

Playboy model Karen Mc-
Dougal that they’d had af-
fairs with Trump, to the Rus-
sia investigation by special 
counsel Robert Mueller and 
to Trump’s impeachment 
by the Democratic-con-
trolled House for pushing 
Ukraine to investigate his 
political opponents. Trump 
denies the extramarital re-
lationships and was acqui-
tted by the Republican-led 
Senate.

Mrs. Trump said months 
ago that she’s ready for ano-
ther four years.

Only the second foreign-
-born first lady in U.S. his-
tory, Mrs. Trump is a native 
of Slovenia, a former com-
munist country in eastern 
Europe. She gave up stu-
dying architecture to pursue 
a career as a fashion model, 
arrived in New York in 1996 
and met Donald Trump two 
years later.

She became his third wife 
in 2005 and gave birth to 
their now 14-year-old son, 
Barron, in 2006 — the year 
she became a naturalized 
U.S. citizen. 

The first lady is set to 
speak from the renovated 
Rose Garden, despite ques-
tions about using the White 
House for a political conven-
tion. The coronavirus has 
forced her to scrap many of 
her plans for 2020, including 
headlining her first Trump 
fundraisers. 

A low-profile presidential 
spouse, Mrs. Trump spent 
the first weeks of the pande-
mic out of public view befo-
re she began posting short 
videos filmed at the White 
House to social media un-
derscoring federal govern-
ment guidance about hand 
washing, social distancing 
and wearing face masks as 
ways to help slow transmis-
sion of the virus. 

The pandemic marked 
another instance where the 
first lady parted with her 
husband by offering a more 
consistent message about 
masks than the president, 
who early on scoffed at the 
idea of wearing one himself 
even as he announced fede-
ral guidance for the public 
about doing so.

She posted a photo of 
herself wearing a mask and 
wore one in public before 
Trump did. Grisham said 
it was important for her to 
follow the guidelines and set 
a good example for children.

Former Republican Hou-
se Speaker Newt Gingrich 
said people appreciate that 
Mrs. Trump is her own per-
son. 

“I think people like the 
idea that she is a successful, 
independent woman who 
protects her son, cares dee-
ply about children and wan-
ts to assist her husband, but 
she does so on her terms,” 
Gingrich said. AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Caper; 6- Airline to Tel Aviv; 10- Canal zone?; 13- Analyze a sentence; 

14- Full of energy; 15- Bridle part; 16- Steep slope; 17- ___ avis; 18- Actress Raines; 
19- Killer whale; 20- Christens anew; 22- Barely make; 24- Pilfer; 28- Setbacks; 
31- Luau greeting; 32- Spoil; 34- Knock vigorously; 36- Actor Estrada; 37- Paris 
possessive; 38- Supposed; 41- Spot; 42- Cried; 44- PC key; 45- Validation; 47- The 
end of ___; 49- System of social perfection; 51- One way to sort a list; 53- Infected; 
56- Pirate; 59- Whispers sweet nothings; 61- Up to the job; 64- The world’s longest 
river; 65- Division of a long poem; 66- Driving aids; 67- Bakery worker; 68- Japanese 
dog; 69- Nabokov novel; 70- Squeezes (out); 71- Summarize;
 
DOWN: 1- Lhasa ___; 2- Mother-of-pearl; 3- Trail; 4- Begin, e.g.; 5- Large, brown-
capped mushroom; 6- Wading birds; 7- It may be floated; 8- Mogul capital until 
1658; 9- Fertile soils; 10- It’s a moray; 11- Afflict; 12- Genetic material; 15- Recoil; 
20- Steal livestock; 21- Bambi’s aunt; 23- 
The last Mrs. Chaplin; 25- Trunk; 26- Tribe 
ruler; 27- Codlike fish; 29- Establish; 30- 
Hang loosely; 32- Itty-bitty; 33- Colorado 
resort; 35- Pungent condiment; 37- Do 
the deck; 39- Baton Rouge sch.; 40- Faucet 
problem; 43- Vestiges; 46- Bread-like 
item made of Quaker product?; 48- Latin 
I verb; 50- Willows; 52- Journalist Pyle; 
54- Grecian architectural style; 55- Terra 
___; 57- Green around the gills; 58- “Hard 
___!” (sailor’s yell); 60- Work up lather; 61- 
___ glance; 62- Night spot; 63- Pasture 
used for grazing; 65- Sedan, compact, or 
convertible, e.g.;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You finally have all the 
resources and energy you 
need to push things out of  the 
planning stage and into the 
happening stage. So what are 
you waiting for? 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Today marks the beginning of  
an independent period for you. 
You can expect to start feeling a 
lot more interested in doing what 
you want to do and less interested 
in hanging out with friends.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Whether that means completing 
a DIY home remodeling project 
or finally finishing an epic 
novel, you need to stick with 
something from the start to the 
bitter end.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
The problems of  family members 
or roommates are going to feel 
like your problems right about 
now, because the issues floating 
around at home are not getting 
resolved any time soon. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You might need to work with someone 
else today, and this partnership 
will clearly show how well you two 
work together. You’ll have fun while 
you brainstorm. It could be a very 
productive day in a lot of  ways.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
If  you spend your money quickly, 
you’ll be feeling the sting in your 
wallet for a lot longer than you 
expect. Take any transactions 
slowly, and don’t use credit if  
you can avoid it.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
In order to get better control 
over how you appear to 
others, get an honest opinion 
from a family member. They 
definitely won’t mind telling 
you like it is!

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Withholding your true feelings 
about a person might seem 
like a wise strategy. You know, 
if  you can’t say something 
nice, it’s better to say nothing 
at all.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Turn your thoughts toward 
figuring out where you fit in your 
community and how you might 
want that role to change. Do you 
need to get involved with more 
groups?

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’ve made a remarkable 
impression on a very powerful 
person, but you might not realize it 
until later. They may have a special 
task in mind for you, and when they 
reveal it, try to act enthusiastic.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’re organized and as emotionless 
as a machine today, coolly putting all 
the pieces exactly where they need 
to be when they need to be there. 
Timing is very important right now 
(perhaps more than ever).

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Tell them, and they can explain things 
to you in a way you’ll appreciate and 
understand. This lesson will bring the 
two of  you a lot closer together. You 
have more in common than either of  
you ever realized.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Butcher-turned-gambling billionaire 
fights for his casino empire
BILLIONAIRE Johann Graf 

has never had to fight on so 
many fronts at the same time.

The ordinary-man’s gam-
bling company, Novomatic, the 
73-year-old Austrian butcher-
-turned-tycoon created four de-
cades ago, is raking in smaller 
profits as the pandemic drives 
people away from slot machi-
nes in casinos from Las Vegas 
to Macau. His company is also 
battling allegations of corrup-
tion, its chief executive has left 
and it needs to refinance about 1 
billion euros (9.4 billion patacas) 
in debt.

“Not only is it in a delicate 
sector, but it’s also facing se-
veral challenges at once,” said 
Alois Woegerbauer, the head of 3 
Banken-Generali Investment, a 
Linz, Austria-based firm mana-
ging 10 billion euros in holdin-
gs, including Novomatic bonds. 
“Given the weaker sales outlook 
and the legal issues, the coming 
months will be decisive to see 
which direction Johann Graf and 
the company take.”

This article is based on court 
documents and interviews with 
more than 25 business partners, 
bond investors, lawyers, bankers 
and former employees who 
asked not to be identified discus-
sing their relationship with Graf 
and the company. It seeks to cap-
ture the secretive billionaire’s rise 
and the challenges he now faces.

Graf, whose ascent is the stuff 
of Austrian folklore, started out 
as a butcher in post-World War 
II Vienna, living with his parents 
in a small apartment with a com-
munal toilet down the hallway. 
Fifty years on, bankers working 
on a stock-market listing of No-
vomatic told Graf his net worth 
was close to 5 billion euros. The 
incredulous entrepreneur, po-

lishing off a Viennese Schnitzel 
at his art-deco city-center guest 
house, jotted the number down 
on a napkin and put in his jacket 
pocket, according to an adviser 
who was present.

While the listing never happe-
ned, the cigar-smoking mogul’s 
fortune has expanded. It is esti-
mated by the Bloomberg Billio-
naires Index at $6.6 billion - af-
ter a $260 million drop this year 
- making him the second-richest 
man in Austria behind Dietrich 
Mateschitz, the co-founder of 
energy drink Red Bull.

Graf’s wealth stems mostly 
from his full ownership of Novo-
matic, which runs gambling bars, 
counts Book of Ra, American 
Poker II and Sizzling Hot among 
its best-selling games and who-
se slot machines are installed in 
the world’s biggest casinos. The 
company has more than 2,000 
gaming facilities across 50 coun-
tries.

Business has been hit hard as 
disposable incomes have shrunk. 

On a recent afternoon, staff out-
numbered clients at the com-
pany’s flagship outlet in Vienna’s 
Prater amusement park. In a hall 
decorated with gold-colored 
Egyptian goddesses and mystic 
signs, four customers sat befo-
re screens watching horse races 
from Paris - a far cry from its hey-
day when hundreds thronged to 
Europe’s biggest sports-betting 
and gambling bar each day.

Even before the pandemic 
roiled business, Novomatic 
had been caught up in a politi-
cal scandal that rocked Austria 
last year. Then-Vice-Chancellor 
Heinz-Christian Strache was 
covertly filmed on the Spanish 
island of Ibiza saying “Novoma-
tic pays them all,” as he spoke of 
political funding to a woman po-
sing as a Russian donor.

The wide-ranging video that 
brought down the Austrian go-
vernment also prompted police 
searches at the homes of Graf, 
other Novomatic executives and 
government officials - including 

Former Finance Minister Har-
twig Loeger - allegedly touched 
by the scandal.

Prosecutors paint a picture 
of influence peddling on a lar-
ge scale, alleging that the com-
pany promised politicians up to 
500,000 euros for favorable le-
gislation and “to help Novomatic 
gain a casino license in Vienna 
and a nationwide online licen-
se.” Monthly fees were part of a 
sham consulting contract, they 
claimed in documents seen by 
Bloomberg News.

Novomatic denies the allega-
tions, saying the company, its 
executives and Graf haven’t been 
involved in any bribery attempts 
and that the case will be dropped 
once the facts are established. 
Heinz-Christian Strache has sin-
ce retracted his Ibiza comments 
about the company.

Still, the case marks a turning 
point for Graf and the gambling 
empire he built. If charges are 
brought, banks and customers 
may reduce or cut ties with the 

company. S&P says its negative 
outlook on the company reflects 
the risk of prosecution, other le-
gal action or “findings of unethi-
cal behavior.” Even if no charges 
are brought, the company may 
be forced to significantly cut 
back its Austrian presence.

In either case, it may mean a 
sea change for Novomatic and its 
founder, diminishing the role of 
the country where the enterprise 
started.

Graf, an avid vintage-car 
collector, has made sure Novo-
matic is among Austria’s most 
sought-after employers with hi-
gher-than-average salaries, food 
courts, private pension contri-
butions and company cars. Local 
politicians were keen to support 
Novomatic after the company’s 
global expansion led to the crea-
tion of 3,000 well-paid jobs in the 
region.

While other company foun-
ders in their 70s step back, Graf 
- only one of whose three sons 
is active in the business - is still 
very hands on, people who have 
worked with him say. Chris-
topher Schrank, a lawyer for 
Graf, said the entrepreneur isn’t 
involved in day-to-day decisions 
at the company.

For now, though, as the cloud 
of bribery allegations hangs over 
the company, luring top business 
talent, renewing licenses, getting 
bank loans and drawing inves-
tors remains a major challenge. 
Novomatic may have to retreat 
from some markets or cut staff 
to boost profits. Selling its iconic 
building in Vienna is an option it 
is considering.

Novomatic executives have 
said they may shrink the Austrian 
business to take some heat off, 
noting that it’s no longer a “core” 
market. MDT/BLOOMBERG

CORPORATE BITS
25 employees graduate from MGM diploma program

The Macau Special Olympi-
cs (MSO) recently invited Ga-
laxy Entertainment Group’s 
Volunteer Team to join their 
students at the 2020 Macau 
Sports Day for the Disabled 
hosted by the Sports Bureau.

The GEG Volunteer Team 
took part in a number of in-

A total of 25  MGM em-
ployees graduated from the 
MGM High School Diploma 
Program, making it the lar-
gest group of graduates ever 
since the school started col-
laborating with local gaming 

Galaxy participates in sports event for the disabled
contests. 

Furthermore, GEG volunteers 
also assisted the MSO studen-
ts in completing the different 
sports and games at the 2020 
Macau Sports Day for the Di-
sabled to help students better 
integrate into the community.

Hetzer Siu, Chief Executi-
ve Officer of Macau Special 
Olympics said, “The pande-
mic has affected many so-
cial welfare services, but by 
working with the GEG Volun-
teer Team on arranging these 
inclusive activities, we were 
able to ease some of the ten-
sions that parents and caregi-
vers felt when coming up with 
ways to help keep their disab-
led members both physically 
and emotionally healthy.”

To encourage local em-
ployees, who did not have 
the opportunity to complete 
their high school education 
to return to school, MGM has 
been partnering with Escola 
Secundária Luso-Chinesa 
de Luís Gonzaga Gomes 
under the Macau Education 
and Youth Affairs Bureau 
(DSEJ) to offer the tailor-
-made program since 2016. 

The 25 graduates are from 
casino operations and the 
cage.

Over two-thirds of the gra-
duates graduated with dis-
tinctions, and three achieved 
extraordinary academic re-
sults with special accolades 
from  the DSEJ  and the Ma-
cao Foundation.

clusive activities, including 
boules and basketball events 
organized by MSO. 

To enhance interaction be-
tween GEG volunteers and 
MSO students, the partici-
pants were paired up for the 
exercises, which included ball 
passing, dribbling and mini 

operators.
Five of the graduates will 

pursue bachelor’s degrees 
at universities in Macau and 
mainland China, according 
to a statement issued by 
the gaming operator.

A customer plays on a gambling machine inside a casino, operated by Novomatic AG, in Wiener Neudorf, Austria
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Los Angeles Sparks forward Candace Parker (left)

BASKETBALL

Sweet! Parker has cupcakes 
made to raise voter awareness
DOUG FEINBERG 

C
ANDACE Parker was a 
freshman at Tennessee 
the first time she voted 
in a U.S. election.

It left a lasting impression on 
her ,and now 16 years later she’s 
hoping to get others to unders-
tand the importance of voting 
too.

“I really do feel that as a socie-
ty that I hope we really explain 
to our youth and people that are 
at that age that are about to vote 
how important it is,” Parker said 
in a Zoom call Monday night. 
“Make it as exciting as when you 
turn 21 you get a drink, at 18 you 
get to vote. it’s a huge responsibi-
lity and privilege.”

Parker admits that she has mis-
sed some of the local elections 
because of travel to play overseas 
in Russia in the winter, but has 
voted in every presidential elec-
tion. She says she doesn’t plan on 
missing the chance to vote in any 
election going forward.

The 13-year WNBA veteran is 

also trying to get others to vote as 
well, teaming up with Sprinkles 
Cupcakes to celebrate Women’s 
Equality Day and commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment that was ratified on 
Aug. 18, 1920.

It’s also the 55th anniversary of 
the Voting Rights Act, which gave 
all women, including black wo-
men, the right to vote.

“It’s a huge statement and 
huge for everybody to recognize it 
wasn’t always that everyone cou-

ld vote,” said Parker, who admits 
she’s a huge consumer of the cup-
cakes. “Obviously recognizing the 
past so that we can change the fu-
ture a little bit and how important 
it is for us to exercise our right to 
vote.”

Parker recalled in amazement 
how nearly two decades before 
she was born black women still 
couldn’t vote.

“It blows my mind looking at 
history, thinking it was so long ago 
but its not. Reading up on it and 
hearing it. has made me read a lot 
more,” she said. “We still have a 
long way to go.”

The Candace Parker cupcakes 
will be available for a few days and 
come in two designs — one with 
rainbow sprinkles, the other with 
a basketball in the center. Each 
has “Exercise your right to vote” as 
well as a bicycle on them. Parker, 
a student of history, explained 
how the bikes were important in 
the women’s suffrage movement. 
Sprinkles is donating 100 cents to 
vote.org for everyone of Parker’s 
cupcakes that are sold in honor of 
the 100th anniversary. 

Parker is proud of the work the 
Los Angeles Sparks have been 
doing for social justice. The orga-
nization announced a “Change 
has No Offseason” program last 
month that’s focused on comba-
ting systemic racism and sexism 
through initiatives focused on vo-
ter registraion and education and 
immigration reform.

“I think it’s really important for 
us, being part of the WNBA, whi-
ch the longest-running women’s 
sports leagues that’s ever been in 
America to really promote change 
and to let people know that we hear 
them and we’re with them.” AP
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Australia blocks Kirin’s $430M sale 
of business to Chinese company

Australia’s government announced yesterday it proposed to block 
Kirin Holdings Co.’s 45.6 billion yen ($430 million) sale of its Austra-
lian beverage unit to a Chinese company in a development likely to 
increase strain on Chinese-Australian relations.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg said he had advised the buyer China 
Mengniu Dairy Co. that the sale of the Japanese company’s Aus-
tralian subsidiary Lion Dairy and Drinks “would be contrary to the 
national interest.”

Frydenberg’s statement did not elaborate.

Kirin and China Mengniu Dairy Co. said they had decided not to 
continue with the sale, agreed to in November, after Frydenberg ex-
pressed his preliminary view to block the deal.

In practice, such preliminary decisions are final.
Kirin said the sale required approval of the Australia’s Foreign In-

vestment Review Board.
“Given this approval has not been secured to date and is unlikely 

to be forthcoming at this time, regrettably, the parties have agreed 
to terminate the agreement,″ a Kirin statement said.

OPINION
Our Desk
Renato Marques

Australian hot spot State 
of Victoria yesterday 
recorded an increase 
in new coronavirus 
cases, although health 
authorities are confident 
infections are continuing 
to trend lower. Victoria’s 
Health Department 
reported 148 new 
infections in the latest 
24-hour period and eight 
deaths. State capital 
Melbourne is around half 
way through a six-week 
lockdown.

USA Can mosquitoes 
spread the coronavirus? 
No. While mosquitoes can 
spread some diseases, 
most notably malaria, 
experts say COVID-19 
is not among them. 
The U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention says it has 
no data to suggest the 
coronavirus is spread 
by either mosquitoes or 
ticks. COVID-19 is mainly 
spread from person to 
person through droplets 
people spray when they 
talk, cough or sneeze. 
And the World Health 
Organization says a 
mosquito bite won’t give 
you the virus.

Business Ant Group, the 
financial technology arm 
of Chinese e-commerce 
giant Alibaba Group, 
yesterday filed for a dual 
listing in Hong Kong and 
Shanghai, in what may be 
the largest share offering 
since the coronavirus 
pandemic began. The 
initial public offering will be 
the first dual listing on the 
Hong Kong exchange and 
Shanghai’s STAR Market. 
The company’s filing did 
not disclose the timetable 
for its public offering or 
how much money it hopes 
to raise.

Sports Formula One 
added four more races 
to this year’s calendar 
yesterday and said “a 
limited number of fans” will 
be able to attend some of 
the remaining events in 
the pandemic-disrupted 
season. Races in Turkey, 
Abu Dhabi and two in 
Bahrain will take place in 
November and December, 
completing the heavily 
reshaped calendar. It takes 
the number of races in the 
season to 17.
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The Dead Artists Society 
– Part 2

For those unfamiliar with the first part of my opi-
nion piece, I talked about an emerging artist-led mo-
vement which has the motto: “Support living artists, 
the dead ones don’t need it.” The movement tries to 
present new ways of seeing, appreciating and acqui-
ring art pieces from several sources as a daily activity 
and cost.

The movement also sees art as something epheme-
ral and a regular consumable item, opposing the no-
tion that has prevailed for many decades that art is a 
very durable collectible item.

Today I want to address a related topic, another mo-
vement that calls for the “support of local artists.”

Although this movement also follows on with the 
general idea of supporting living artists, it goes a few 
steps further and calls for the support of artists in your 
city, country or region.

This idea arises from the Covid-19 crisis and the fact 
that art, in all its forms, has become an easily expen-
dable item while faced with tough times, less income 
and other issues that people and companies have 
been struggling with.

Although I do agree with the idea that you should 
support artists who are local and you would know be-
tter, especially when discussing charity for instance, 
I also fear that this idea of supporting locals just be-
cause they are locals might become an easy trap to 
fall into.

If we look at local art exhibitions for the past few 
years it becomes clear that something strange is going 
on with some “local artists,” as they monopolize exhi-
bition venues with the same works week after week, 
month after month, and year after year.

Is it because there are no other artists to fill the void? 
I doubt it. To me, this is a case of a lack of vision and 
courage from curators and the people responsible for 
hosting these events that arises from the standardi-
zed behavior that a name is good because it is “fa-
mous.”

Fame seems to be very important, more important 
than quality, creativity or new ideas. This seems odd 
in a city that is allegedly using “creative industries” as 
a way to diversify from casino activities and the idea 
that are they are the only engine for economic activity.

Some people will say this happens due to nepotism, 
however I think that it is not that simple. In a way, it 
is simpler to propose a certain (known) name than 
to research for others, for new blood, for people that 
have not yet proved their value to society.

But to be honest, the disappointment is often huge. 
Especially when you go to an exhibition to find a series 
of blank canvases that is said to represent emptiness.

I know I am not a person with much training or ex-
perience in art, but a series of white canvases does not 
represent the emptiness. They are the emptiness, and 
there is not much you can add that can justifies that.

It seems that most of the creativity in many art exhi-
bitions comes from the justifications of those propo-
sing or hosting the exhibition.

In the end, it seems that all art is being limited to 
a literary exercise by some brave people attempting 
to justifying the unjustifiable, defending with pretty 
words something that would otherwise just be consi-
dered pretentious at one exhibition after another. The 
art of rhetoric seems to be the one that pays off. 

I remember a quote from one of my teachers in uni-
versity. Her name was Isabel Kowalski and one day 
she said: “If you need to explain art, it means it’s not 
real art.”

Kowalski’s opinion matches perfectly with my idea 
of art as a simple appreciator. If it needs too much 
justification and explanation, that means it can’t 
transmit its message, it can’t make you think, it can’t 
prompt any reactions, emotions or feelings.

This to say that I am daring to change the slogan 
from “support local artists” to “support good work 
from good local artists.”

Military’s top cyber 
official defends more 
aggressive stance
ERIC TUCKER, 
WASHINGTON

THE U.S. military’s top 
cyber official is defen-

ding the government’s shift 
toward a more aggressive 
strategy in cyberspace, saying 
the mission has evolved over 
the last decade from “a reacti-
ve and defensive posture” to 
keep pace with sophisticated 
threats.

Gen. Paul Nakasone, the 
commander of U.S. Cyber 
Command and the direc-
tor of the National Security 
Agency, says in a piece being 
published yesterday by the 
magazine Foreign Affairs that 
the military’s cyber fighters 
are increasingly prepared to 
engage in combat with on-
line adversaries rather than 
wait to repair networks after 
they’ve been penetrated.

“We learned that we can-
not afford to wait for cyber 
attacks to affect our military 
networks. We learned that 
defending our military ne-
tworks requires executing 
operations outside our mi-
litary networks. The threat 
evolved, and we evolved to 
meet it,” wrote Nakasone 
in a piece co-authored with 
Michael Sulmeyer, his senior 
adviser.

As an example, Naka-
sone cited a mission from 
last October in which Cyber 
Command dispatched an eli-
te team of experts to Monte-
negro to join forces with the 

tiny Balkan state targeted by 
Russia-linked hackers. The 
“hunt forward” mission hel-
ped protect an ally but was 
also an opportunity for the 
U.S. to improve its own cyber 
defenses before the 2020 
election, Nakasone wrote.

The proactive strategy is 
a change from a decade ago 
when Cyber Command was 
first established in the wake 
of a punishing cyber attack 
on the Defense Department’s 
classified and unclassified 
networks. Cyber Command, 
created in 2010 to protect 
U.S. military networks, was 
initially more focused on “se-
curing network perimeters.”

In recent years, though, 
Cyber Command has gone 
on the offensive, as 68 cyber 
protection teams “proactively 
hunt for adversary malware 
on our own networks rather 
than simply waiting for an 
intrusion to be identified,” 
Nakasone said. It’s also doing 
more to combat adversaries 
on an ongoing basis and to 

broadly share information 
about malicious software it 
uncovers to make it a less ef-
fective threat. 

“Some have speculated 
that competing with adver-
saries in cyberspace will in-
crease the risk of escalation 
— from hacking to all-out 
war. The thinking goes that 
by competing more proac-
tively in cyberspace, the risk 
of miscalculation, error, or 
accident increases and could 
escalate to a crisis,” Nakaso-
ne wrote.

He said that while Cyber 
Command takes those con-
cerns seriously, “We are 
confident that this more 
proactive approach enables 
Cyber Command to conduct 
operations that impose costs 
while responsibly managing 
escalation. In addition, inac-
tion poses its own risks: that 
Chinese espionage, Russian 
intimidation, Iranian coer-
cion, North Korean burglary, 
and terrorist propaganda will 
continue unabated.” AP

U.S. National Security Agency Director Gen. Paul Nakasone

Kremlin: Navalny poisoning 
accusations ‘empty noise’
THE Kremlin yesterday 

rejected accusations of 
involvement in an alleged 
attack on Russian opposi-
tion leader Alexei Navalny 
who is in a coma in a Ger-
man hospital, a day after 
doctors said tests indicated 
that he was poisoned.

The politician’s allies say 
the Kremlin is behind the 
illness of its most promi-
nent critic, with some de-
manding an investigation 
into whether Russian Pre-
sident Vladimir Putin was 
involved. 

“These accusations ab-

solutely cannot be true and 
are rather an empty noise,” 
Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
try Peskov told reporters 
on Tuesday. “We do not in-
tend to take it seriously.”

Peskov saw no grounds 
for launching a criminal 
investigation into Naval-
ny’s condition, saying that 
it could have been trig-
gered by a variety of cau-
ses, and determining one 
should come first. 

“If a substance (that 
caused the condition) is 
found, and if it is determi-
ned that it is poisoning, 

then there will be a rea-
son for an investigation,” 
Peskov said. 

Over the weekend he 
was transferred to the 
Charité hospital in Berlin, 
where doctors on Monday 
said they have found indi-
cations of “cholinesterase 
inhibitors” in his system.

Cholinesterase inhibi-
tors act by blocking the 
breakdown of a key chemi-
cal in the body, acetycho-
line, that transmits signals 
between nerve cells. Na-
valny is being treated with 
the antidote atropine. AP


