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A GAMING ASSOCIATION IS CALLING 
ON THE MACAU GOVERNMENT 

TO POSTPONE THE CONCESSION 
TENDER SET FOR JUNE 2022

THE FORMER OPERATOR OF 
CINEMATHEQUE PASSION PLEDGES 

TO CONTINUE WORKING ON CINEMA 
PROJECTS TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY P12 P3 P5
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Taiwan A 3-year-old girl 
was reported safe after 
becoming caught in the 
strings of a kite and lifted 
several meters into the air. 
Video shot at the scene 
showed her twisting several 
times above a crowd of 
adults who struggled to 
pull the kite back to earth. 
News reports said the 
girl was frightened but 
suffered no physical injuries 
in the incident. 

India registered 78,761 
new coronavirus cases 
yesterday, the biggest 
single-day spike in the 
world since the pandemic 
began, just as the 
government began easing 
restrictions to help the 
battered economy. The 
surge raised India’s tally 
to over 3.5 million, and 
came as the government 
announced the reopening 
of the subway in New Delhi, 
the capital. 

Afghanistan’s president 
has appointed a council for 
national reconciliation, which 
will have final say on whether 
the government will sign a 
peace deal with the Taliban 
after what are expected to 
be protracted and uncertain 
negotiations with the 
insurgents. The negotiations 
were envisaged under a U.S.-
Taliban peace agreement 
signed in February as intra-
Afghan talks to decide the 
war-torn country’s future.

Thailand About 1,000 
people gathered in a 
Bangkok sports arena 
yesterday, swearing 
to defend Thailand’s 
monarchy from a student-
led mass movement 
that they believe is a 
threat to the institution’s 
existence. The gathering 
took place as anti-
government protests 
gather momentum across 
Thailand, posing the 
strongest challenge yet to 
the rule of Prime Minister 
Prayuth Chan-ocha.
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SECRETARY CONFIRMS: THE 
OLD COURT BUILDING IS 

RETURNING TO JUDICIAL USE

 P4

DSAL RECKONS 4,800 VACANCIES 
SUITABLE FOR RESIDENTS

The estimate comes to reassure the public after the Labour Affairs Bureau 
said nearly 3,500 people have registered as ‘involuntarily dismissed’

Parents come forward with child 
abuse claims at local nursery

 P2
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Mainland tourists 
find Macau 
border crossings 
‘troublesome’

Last weekend, the first weekend 
since applications for travel 
endorsements to Macau 
resumed across Guangdong 
province, tourist attractions 
which were usually packed with 
people before the epidemic 
were not crowded at all. Even 
with a valid travel endorsement, 
mainland residents still need to 
obtain a recognized negative 
Covid-19 test result and convert 
their Guangdong Health Code 
into a Macau Health Code 
for border crossings. “Some 
tourists find the requirements 
bothersome but necessary,” 
said local Chinese newspaper 
Macao Daily News. Despite this, 
certain mainland residents are 
now finding it worthwhile to visit 
Macau as “there are fewer people 
and greater discounts.”

Slight rise in hotel 
occupancy rate 
recorded in July

The hotel and inn occupancy rate 
in July was 12%, rising less than 
1 percentage point compared 
to June and representing a fall 
of 81 percentage points when 
compared with same period last 
year. Local hotels are now being 
supported by Macau residents 
and non-resident workers, with 
many staying in local hotels for 
different reasons. They have 
mainly been focused on high-end 
hotels, pushing their occupancy 
rate up to nearly 15%. Despite 
the drop in tourist numbers, the 
average stay duration has risen to 
1.7 nights per stay.

DSPA confident 
about banning 
disposable 
Styrofoam

The head of the Environmental 
Protection Bureau, Raymond 
Tam Vai Man, has expressed his 
confidence that the bureau would 
be able to ban the import of 
single-use Styrofoam meal boxes 
next year, as the government 
announced earlier this year. Tam 
said that the industries involved 
have reacted positively to the 
proposal. The public and private 
sectors have made contingency 
plans regarding the proposed ban. 
The bureau head also explained 
that the proposal is the second 
phase of the plan to discourage 
the use of disposable materials, 
following the introduction of 
charges for plastic bag use.

Child abuse reports 
surface at local nursery

ANTHONY LAM

REPORTS of children being 
abused or mistreated at a lo-

cal nursery went viral on social 
media over the weekend, promp-
ting outrage and concern from 
netizens. The reports from pa-
rents and Macau media did not 
name the institution where the 
alleged abuse occurred.

In one social media posting, 
the writer expressed their dismay 
after saying they had found brui-
ses on their child. 

According to a Macao Daily 
News report, the first wounds 
were spotted on a Friday evening 
just two weeks after the child was 
enrolled. The mother spotted se-
veral bruises on the child’s arms. 

THE Liaison Office of the 
Central People’s Govern-

ment in the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region (HK-
SAR) yesterday condemned the 
rumor-mongering about the 
mainland’s support for Hong 
Kong’s fight against COVID-19.

The condemnation comes 
as individuals stand accused of 
politicizing the anti-epidemic 
work, smearing the mainland’s 
efforts by spreading malicious 

Both parents did not think of 
child abuse at the time and inten-
ded to clarify what had happened 
with the nursery the following 
week.

By next Monday, the parents 
had not discussed the injuries 
with the nursery. However, to 
their astonishment they spotted 
new injuries that evening.

The parents began to wonder 
what had transpired, as the marks 
were found on the inner arm. This 
made it seem unlikely that they 
were caused by accident or by 
other children.

The next day, the parents went 
to the police station to report the 
case. They were then brought to 
the public Conde São Januário 
Hospital for a check-up and es-

rumors, and even violently as-
saulting volunteers working 
for the upcoming free testing 
scheme, a spokesperson of the 
liaison office said in a state-
ment.

At the request of the Hong 
Kong government, the central 
government has sent the nu-
cleic testing supportive team 
with over 220 members to 
Hong Kong, who will comply 
with the medical rules of Hong 

corted to the nursery by the poli-
ce for an investigation.

Police asked to see the sur-
veillance camera footage, which 
the father was allowed to see as 
well. Only then did the director 
of the nursery discover that there 
were other victims, whose paren-
ts had also checked the footage. It 
was later found that the first case 
took place as early as July.

In a second posting on social 
media, believed to be written by 
another mother whose child was 
allegedly abused in July, the au-
thor disclosed that her child did 
not want to return to the nursery 
to attend a graduation ceremony 
in August. The mother claimed 
that her child felt afraid of the 
nursery.

Kong and complete their tes-
ting tasks in labs, the spokes-
person said.

The central government will 
continue to help Hong Kong 
renovate and build makeshift 
hospitals and is ready to provi-
de more medical support, the 
spokesperson added.

The epidemic has yet to be 
contained in Hong Kong, and 
massive virus testing has pro-
ven to be the most effective 

In July, the child started to 
show signs of emotional distress, 
however, the mother did not ini-
tially suspect child abuse was the 
cause.

The post described how the 
child, who was usually happy 
when his mother asked about his 
day, said that he was “not happy” 
that day. He told his mother that 
“the teacher [grabbed his] knees.” 
The teacher had also asked him to 
stand against the wall.

This mother revealed that 
some teachers had told her in 
confidence about the emotional 
control problems of a teaching 
assistant, who happened to have 
taught the child’s class.

The teachers could not publi-
cize the incident because they 
might have their non-resident 
worker permits terminated, the 
parent claimed.

The father of the child said it is 
crucial to create a mechanism to 
assess the eligibility and reliability 
of nursery teaching staff. 

The parents in both cases have 
filed complaints with the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS), but they say 
the authority is doing little to stop 
the situation from worsening.

In a statement sent to the me-
dia about the case, the IAS stres-
sed that it has been closely moni-
toring the claims of alleged child 
abuse. It disclosed that once the 
bureau became aware of the case, 
it initiated contact with the vic-
tims’ parents and visited the nur-
sery to obtain information about 
the children’s injuries.

The IAS also stressed that it 
could not make any further com-
ment on the case, which is now 
undergoing judicial procedures. 
The IAS will punish the nursery 
pursuant to the Social Service Fa-
cility Licensing System if they are 
proven guilty in a court of law.

means to help cut the transmis-
sion chains around the world.

The spokesperson applau-
ded the medical workers, stu-
dents and civil servants who 
volunteered to help in the tes-
ting scheme.

The spokesperson also called 
for concerted efforts of Hong 
Kong society to battle COVID-19 
and push social and economic 
activities back on track at an 
early date. MDT/XINHUA

Hong Kong’s Liaison Office condemns 
rumor-mongering about pandemic fight
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LYNZY VALLES

THE fourth round of 
the Continuing Edu-

cation Development 
Plan is set to run from 
September 1, 2020 to 
August 31, 2023 due to 
the economic downturn 
brought on by Covid-19.

The third phase of the 
program finished at the 
end of last year.

The 6,000 pataca sub-
sidy allows a local resi-
dent to participate in 
training, courses or ac-
credited exams organi-
zed by local and foreign 
institutions. 

The program, which 
is run by the Education 

THIS year’s MGS Enter-
tainment Show has been 

canceled out of concern for 
the “safety and health” of its 
clients and industry partners. 

The annual show was ori-
ginally planned to take place 
from November 17 to 19, will 
only go ahead for November 
16 to 18 next year. 

“After extensive communi-
cation among the industry, the 
[postponement] has been mu-
tually decided by a vote among 
our members, exhibitors and 
partners based on the current 
industry status and business 
opportunities,” organizers said 
in a statement on its website.

“While preparing for MGS 
Entertainment Show 2021, we 
will also launch a variety of 
innovative events and servi-
ces to explore business value 
and accelerate the recovery of 

and Youth Affairs Bureau 
(DSEJ), aims to create 
opportunities for lifelong 
learning.

The 800 million pa-
taca financial support 
has been ongoing since 
2011. Residents over 15 
years of age are able to 
apply.

The DSEJ had pre-
viously disclosed that 
the program had been 
expanded on an expe-
rimental basis to cover 
courses run in Zhuhai. 
These courses are accre-
dited or recommended 
by the Zhuhai govern-
ment.

Currently, many lo-
cal residents are using 

the industry.” 
Meanwhile, gaming expo 

G2E Asia, which was origi-
nally scheduled for May 19 to 
21, was postponed twice and 
is now being held from De-
cember 1 to 3. The postpone-
ments were due to Covid-19 
and continued travel and 
commercial restrictions.

Earlier this month, the 
expo announced that it wou-
ld not stage its 2020 expo due 
to travel and commercial res-
trictions.

G2E Asia is set to return 
to The Venetian Macao from 
May 25 to 27, 2021.

“By shifting our focus to 
2021, we can ensure that we 
meet the high expectations 
for these events that we sha-
re with our valued attendees 
and exhibitors,” said the or-
ganizers. LV

the subsidy to study for 
university degrees on the 
mainland or abroad.

Data released by the 
DSEJ in June 2019 shows 
that there has been stea-
dy growth in the percen-
tage of the population 
reached, from 36% in the 
first phase to 41% in the 
second phase. It has cur-
rently stabilized at about 
40%. 

There were as many as 
150,000 participants re-
gistered in the third pha-
se of the plan as of the 
middle of last year. 

According to the 
DSEJ, the data shows a 
“good result and shows 
that the program has 

been contributing to the 
career ladder and talent 
training.”

Previously, the city’s 
anti-graft watchdog de-
tected a subsidy scam in-
volving the subsidy plan 
and over 1 million pata-
cas. Up until October 31 
last year, authorities re-
corded some 27 serious 
infractions, all of which 
are under investigation.

As a result, the DSEJ 
had previously expres-
sed its intention to intro-
duce electronic systems 
to prevent fraud. Several 
organizations were fou-
nd to be improperly ob-
taining government mo-
ney in the scam.

Gov’t launches next round of 
continuing education subsidy

Gaming show 
canceled this year

Gov’t confirms role of 
old court as new court
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE government has 
officially announced, 
through the Secretary of 
Administration and Jus-

tice, André Cheong, that the Old 
Court Building will be used by his 
secretariat to house a new facili-
ty dedicated to the Court of Final 
Instance (TUI). Cheong announ-
ced the decision on Friday during 
a press conference with the Exe-
cutive Council, which was pre-
senting new regulations on the 

continuing education subsidy.
When questioned by the me-

dia on the topic, the secretary 
said that after an evaluation pro-
cess, the government decided to 
change the construction plans for 
the new Central Library, which 
the venue was originally planned 
to host. This facility will house the 
TUI instead, returning to its for-
mer duties as a judicial venue as 
the Times previously reported on 
Friday.

Cheong confirmed that, des-
pite the change in plans for the 

construction of the Central Li-
brary, the project, which aims to 
revamp the Old Court Building to 
house the TUI, will be adjusted so 
as to preserve the original and his-
toric appearance of the building.

As for the Central Library, the 
secretary said that the govern-
ment was considering another 
location “on the Macau Peninsu-
la.” He added that the main crite-
ria influencing the choice will be 
its proximity to residential areas.

Cheong added that before a 
final decision is made on the lo-
cation, the proposal will include 
a public hearing of opinions.

When asked about the new 
plans for Zone B of the new lan-
dfills and Zones C and D of Nam 
Van, Cheong said that in order 
“to better take advantage of the 

land in question” the govern-
ment would launch the public 
consultation period on the Ma-
cau Urban Master Plan project 
later this week. The consultation 
will gather opinions from the 
public about how to best use the 
land resources.

As the Times reported last 
week, the public consultation 
period on the Urban Master 
Plan will be launched on Friday, 
September 4. The public con-
sultation document is expected 
to shed some light on several 
projects and land usage, namely 
the “land bank” that authorities 
have gathered over the last few 
years due to the reclamation of 
idle land plots with expired con-
cessions.

Two projects which have al-
ready been abandoned by the 
government are the “Justice 
Campus,” initially planned for 
Zone B of the new landfills, and 
the Central Library project in the 
Old Court Building. However, 
new projects are expected regar-
ding the old Hotel Estoril land 
plot at Tap Seac Square, as well 
as a clear definition on the uses 
for the new landfills that have 
just begun or are currently in the 
building process. 

The Urban Master Plan has 
been dubbed the centerpiece for 
the definition of other slow-pro-
gressing projects. These include 
the expansion of the Light Rapid 
Transit project to the Peninsula 
and the number of units to be 
built under the public housing 
scheme, among many others.

The public consultation do-
cument for the Urban Master 
Plan is also expected to clarify 
the role of locations such as the 
Lai Chi Vun old shipyards and 
final planning for the Peninsula 
coastline leisure and sports faci-
lities.

As for the Central Library, 
the secretary said that 

the government was 
considering another location 

‘on the Macau Peninsula’ 
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Labour Affairs Bureau estimates there 
are 4,800 vacancies for residents
ANTHONY LAM

THE Labour Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL) estimates there are 

about 4,800 vacancies in the Ma-
cau market that local residents 
would be prepared to take. 

The estimate comes to reassu-
re the public after the bureau ad-
mitted nearly 3,500 people have 
recently registered as having been 
“involuntarily dismissed” by their 
employers.

To further shore up employ-
ment opportunities for local 
workers, the bureau disclosed 
that it has deducted 13,000 places 
from existing non-resident worker 
quotas to emphasize the supple-
mentary nature of the non-resi-
dent workforce and encourage 
employers to consider the local 
workforce.

When reviewing extensions 
of non-resident working permit 
applications, the bureau added 
that it would also check whether 
local workers are willing to fill the 
position first.

The DSAL expressly mentio-
ned that if the position is favored 
or preferred by local workers, the 
bureau will not renew the non-re-
sident working permit. It will also 
conduct stricter inspections and 

cross-reference with its database 
to ensure that local workers are 
being prioritized.

Although the DSAL said the 
measure was in already place, 
many jobseekers are still strug-
gling to get hired, according to a 
report by local newspaper Macao 
Daily News. One jobseeker has 
not been hired since being laid 
off early this year. She wants to 
continue her career path in the 
sales industry. She expects a sa-
lary of between MOP13,000 and 
MOP14,000 per month, similar to 
her previous job. 

At the press conference held 
for the Macau Youth Career Expo 

2020 last week, the organizers re-
vealed that the average starting 
salary offered by the participating 
employers was MOP14,600 per 
month.  This jobseeker would have 
been looking at the minimum sa-
lary, even with experience in the 
field.

Nonetheless, the authority is 
still finding that jobseekers are ai-
ming for salaries that are too high. 
The authority said it recommends 
jobseekers to adjust their expecta-
tions in order to find a job.

A human resources agency 
told the Chinese newspaper that 
with the economic downturn, job-
seekers are becoming more concer-

ned with getting a job than having a 
minimum salary expectation.

Monthly salaries have dro-
pped by between MOP2,000 and 
MOP3,000 on average since the 
start of the year.

Furthermore, the bureau also 
said that more than 1,500 people 
have finished subsidized training. 
The bureau has referred 910 peo-
ple to job matching services, 567 of 
which were hired by an employer.

Subsidized training is a scheme 
that was initiated by the govern-
ment in response to the unem-
ployment and underemployment 
situation caused by Covid-19. Two 
rounds of subsidized training have 
taken place so far, with a third rou-
nd set to take applications from 
next month.

Local enterprises have also 
joined with the DSAL to operate 
an internship program. Through 
the program, 1,500 people were 
accepted by the participating en-
terprises as interns. At the conclu-
sion, only five were hired by the 
enterprises they interned for. 

DURING the first day of the 
Macau Youth Career Expo 2020, 
some 30 out of 1,990 jobseekers 
were hired and 122 jobseekers 
were interviewed on-site, the 
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) 
disclosed. The two-day job fair 
concluded yesterday. It was held 

at the campus of the Macau 
University of Science and Tech-
nology, where participants were 
required to register in time slots 
to prevent a large congregation 
of people. According to the DSAL, 
over 3,000 vacancies were said to 
be advertised at the fair.

30 hired at youth job fair
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Vegas Strip revenue 
tumbles 39%, even with 
cheap hotel rooms

Casino revenue on the Las Vegas Strip 
fell 39% to $330.1 million in July from a 
year ago, the first full month properties 
were open after the coronavirus 
shutdown, showing the city is 
struggling to win back customers. 
Nevada’s total casino revenue tumbled 
26% to $756.8 million, officials said 
last week. That will hurt tax revenue at 
a time when virus-related expenses 
are rising, since gaming furnishes 
a large share of the state budget. 
The Las Vegas numbers underscore 
the difficulties faced by economies 
dependent on air travel, with 
consumers still reluctant to venture far 
beyond their homes for entertainment. 
Nevada casinos began reopening June 
4, with restraints on capacity. Some 
properties remain closed. Las Vegas 
resorts have also been hurt by their 
inability to offer live entertainment 
or host meetings of more than 50 
people. That’s led hotels to offer deep 
discounts, particularly midweek. 

Genting empire keeps 
dividends even as 
casino, resorts stung

Companies in the Genting group are 
keeping up dividend payments despite 
the conglomerate facing its gravest 
challenge yet as the pandemic roils 
its collection of casinos, cruises and 
resorts. Genting Bhd. and Genting 
Malaysia Bhd. are keeping their interim 
dividend payments of 6.5 sen and 6 
sen a share, respectively, the same as 
in 2019, according to stock exchange 
filings. Genting Bhd. reported its 
worst quarter in records going back 
to 1999, while Genting Malaysia’s 
net loss was the biggest since 2000. 
For the rest of the year, the group 
“remains pessimistic on the overall 
financial performance as global travel 
remains highly restrictive,” it said in a 
statement.

Atlantic City casino 
accuses rival of 
poaching executives

Atlantic City’s top casino is accusing a 
rival of poaching a half-dozen of its top 
marketing executives in an attempt 
to “cripple” it by using secret details 
about its best and most profitable 
customers. In a lawsuit filed Thursday 
in Nevada, the Borgata casino says 
the Ocean Casino Resort hired six 
marketing executives, despite non-
competition agreements that bar 
at least two of the highest-ranking 
ones from working for a competitor 
for a year after leaving. At particular 
issue is a cellphone one of the 
executives is said to have taken 
with him from Borgata to Ocean, 
containing priceless information on 
Borgata’s top customers — including 
their personal cellphone numbers, 
gambling preferences, likes and 
dislikes including favorite foods and 
beverages, how much the casino 
might be willing to discount large 
losses for them, and instances in 
which the casino might change the 
rules of some games for these players. 
Ocean declined to comment, saying it 
does not discuss ongoing litigation.

GAMING

Association calls on Macau 
gov’t to extend concessions

MGM Resorts to lay off 18,000 US 
workers amid slow casino comeback
MGM Resorts is 

laying off 18,000 
people as an unchecked 
pandemic leaves econo-
mic scars across a broad 
swath of U.S. industries, 
particularly those that 
rely on healthy crowds of 
people. 

The layoffs at MGM, 
which amount to about 
a quarter of its U.S sta-
ff of about 70,000, caps 
a wave of job cuts and 
buyouts this week across 
a broad array of indus-
tries.

The cuts, while cente-
red in Las Vegas, are ha-
ppening across the U.S., 
the company said on Fri-
day. The layoffs are not 
expected to involve the 
Macau arm of the opera-
tor, MGM China, which 
operates two integrated 
resorts in the Special 
Administrative Region 
and employs more than 
11,000 people.

MGM, the largest 
operator of casinos on 
the Las Vegas Strip, has 
been struggling to fill its 

rooms and casinos since 
Nevada began reopening 
in early June. Two of the 
company’s casinos, the 
Park MGM in Las Vegas 
and Empire City in New 
York, remain closed.

“While we have sa-
fely resumed operations 
at many of our proper-
ties and have returned 
tens of thousands of our 
colleagues to work, our 
industry - and country 
- continues to be impac-
ted by the pandemic, and 
we have not returned to 

full operating capacity,” 
Chief Executive Officer 
Bill Hornbuckle said in a 
memo to staff.

The company will 
continue to pay health-
-care benefits through 
the end of September 
and anyone recalled to 
work by December 2021 
will maintain their senio-
rity, he said. MGM em-
ployed about 70,000 full- 
and part-time workers at 
the end of last year.

Economists warn that 
sizable layoffs will conti-

nue and any recovery is 
likely to falter as long as 
the virus rages and Con-
gress doesn’t come up 
with additional financial 
aid for the unemployed, 
as well as desperate state 
and local governments.

 “We think recovery 
in the job market will 
be slow,” Nancy Vanden 
Houten, lead economist 
at Oxford Economics 
said. “Ultimately, the re-
covery in the economy 
and the job market will 
depend on a medical 
solution to the corona-
virus. In the near term, 
we think the lack of 
further federal support 
poses serious downsi-
de risks to the outlook.’’ 
MDT/AGENCIES

LYNZY VALLES

A 
gaming association is 
calling on the gover-
nment to extend the 
current gaming con-

cessionaires which are schedu-
led to expire in June 2022. 

Speaking to the press during 
a seminar at the University of 
Macau, Lam Kai Kong, director 
of the General Association of 
Administrators and Promoters 
for the Macau Gaming Industry, 
said that despite the reopening 
of the borders, he expects ga-
ming revenue will not recover 
before the gaming license con-
cessions expire.

Guangdong province, home 
to a large share of Macau visi-
tors, has been issuing visas to 
enter the SAR under the Indi-
vidual Visit Scheme (IVS) since 
last Wednesday. Individual and 
group visas for all of mainland 
China will only be resumed from 
September 23.

However, analysts have pre-
viously expressed that despite 
the reopening of the city’s bor-
ders, consumer spending will be 
reduced and will not be on par 
with spending prior to Covid-19. 
The reissuing of the IVS will not 
be an assurance that spending 
power will be as high, at least in 
the remaining quarters of the 
year.

Lam then called on the go-
vernment to extend the current 
concession period, without su-
ggesting an exact timeline. He 
only said it should be extended 
for an “appropriate time.”

At the beginning of the se-
cond quarter of this year, broke-

rage J.P. Morgan Securities fore-
cast that it would not be a sur-
prise to see the renewal bidding 
process postponed by a year or 
so compared to the current ex-
piry date of June 2022.

Aside from it being suspected 
that that the new concessions 
will come with a requirement for 
diversification written into the 
contracts, very little information 
has been provided by the gover-
nment.

However, Chief Executive Ho 
Iat Seng made it clear during the 
Policy Address that none of the 
current concessions or sub-con-
cessions would have their con-
tracts automatically renewed in 
2022. The city’s top official said 
that the public consultation 

process for the existing gaming 
law review, which will be organi-
zed as part of the legislation, will 
entail a long process and will not 
be concluded this year.

Moody’s Investors Service 
predicts that although there will 
be changes made to the existing 
agreements, “an outright rejec-
tion of concessions is very un-
likely.”

Meanwhile, lawmaker Leong 
Sun Iok, who was also at the se-
minar, suggested that as the go-
vernment prepares for the next 
tender, it should specify that 
gaming operators ought to have 
sufficient cash reserves.

Leong said that these com-
panies should have enough 
funds to support their opera-

tions amid the economic down-
turn the city is experiencing due 
to Covid-19.

He also suggested that the 
authorities could make use of 
gaming taxes to establish a pro-
tection fund for gambling ope-
rators.

Macau has one of the highest 
gaming taxation rates in the 
world, with a direct tax rate of 
35% and an effective tax rate of 
39% on gross gaming revenue, 
including various levies.

In addition, Leong called on 
the government to formulate 
social responsibility indicators 
for the gaming operators, im-
plying that these should be part 
of the scoring criteria during bi-
dding.

A pedestrian walks across Avenida 24 de Junho on the Macau Peninsula
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China’s missiles warn US 
aircraft carriers to stay away
CHINA’S latest volley of missile 

launches into the world’s most 
hotly contested body of water ser-
ved as a warning to two key U.S. 
targets: aircraft carriers and regio-
nal bases.

The missiles launched into the 
South China Sea last Wednesday 
included the DF-21D and DF-26B, 
the South China Morning Post re-
ported, citing a person close to the 
People’s Liberation Army. Those 
weapons are central to China’s stra-
tegy of deterring any military action 
off its eastern coast by threatening 
to destroy the major sources of U.S. 
power projection in the region.

“China is signaling to the U.S., 
its allies and partners that China 
has an answer to America’s aircra-
ft-carrier strike groups, an answer 
that is always available and not de-
pendent on deployment schedu-
les,” said Carl Schuster, an adjunct 
faculty member of Hawaii Pacific 
University’s diplomacy and mili-
tary science program and a former 
operations director at U.S. Pacific 
Command’s Joint Intelligence Cen-
ter. “In effect, China is saying, ‘If the 
U.S. puts two carriers in the South 
China Sea, we send aircraft carrier-
-killer missiles there.’”

The launches show the U.S. the 
growing cost of any armed conflict, 
with a high-profile reminder of 
China’s increasing arsenal of me-
dium- and intermediate-range bal-
listic missiles. President Xi Jinping 

rolled out the new PLA Rocket 
Force as part of a massive military 
parade in October, showcasing a 
capability that is challenging Ame-
rican military superiority in Asia 
for the first time since World War 
II. Researchers at the University of 
Sydney warned last year that Chi-
nese missiles could wipe out U.S. 
bases in the “opening hours” of any 
conflict.

A U.S. defense official who 
asked not to be identified told 
Bloomberg News that China fi-
red four medium-range ballistic 
missiles during a series of military 
exercises this week. They landed in 
the sea between China’s southern 
Hainan Island and the disputed 
Paracel chain near Vietnam, the of-
ficial said, not far from where U.S. 
carriers conducted drills in recent 
weeks to back up the Trump admi-
nistration’s decision to challenge 
Beijing’s sovereignty claims.

“Conducting military exercises 
over disputed territory in the Sou-
th China Sea is counterproductive 
to easing tensions and maintaining 
stability,” the Pentagon said in a 
statement Thursday. China’s “ac-
tions, including missile tests, fur-
ther destabilize the situation in the 
South China Sea.”

The Chinese Defense Minis-
try reiterated its contention that 
the exercises weren’t directed at 
any one nation Thursday, without 
mentioning the missile launch. 

Still, ministry spokesman Senior 
Colonel Wu Qian accused “some 
U.S. politicians” of trying to pro-
voke a conflict between the two 
nations, telling a briefing in Beijing 
that China was “not afraid.”

On Thursday, China’s military 
issued a statement saying it expel-
led a U.S. Navy guided-missile des-
troyer that “trespassed” into waters 
near the Paracel Islands. “We urge 
the U.S. to stop this kind of provo-
cative acts, to strictly manage ma-
ritime and air military operations 
and strictly restrain its frontline 
troops, so as to avoid accidents,” 
said Li Huamin, a spokesperson for 
the Chinese army’s Southern Thea-
ter Command.

The missile tests appeared in-
tended for U.S. consumption, ra-
ther than a domestic audience, 
with coverage on the country’s 
heavily censored internet largely 
limited to foreign media reports. 
Earlier this week, China protested 
an American U-2 spy plane’s flight 
near the exercise zone in the East 
China Sea, presumably to glean 
intelligence about the country’s ca-
pabilities.

“The aim is to test the capability 
of the troops,” said Li Jie, a Beijin-
g-based naval expert, who stopped 
short of confirming the missile test. 
“You could say it is sending a war-
ning to the U.S., as the U.S. has in-
creased its military activities in the 
South China Sea.”

While the two nuclear-armed 
powers have many incentives to 
avoid a clash, the risk of escalation 
is growing as the U.S. and its allies 
seek to push back against a more 
assertive Beijing. The U.S. has in re-
cent weeks carried out a series mi-
litary exercises around the region 
and approved a landmark fighter 
jet sale to Taiwan --against the ba-
ckdrop of a national election Presi-
dent Donald Trump has attempted 
to focus on China.

The U.S. Navy’s recent exercises 
in the South China Sea have inclu-
ded joint operations by the USS 
Nimitz and USS Ronald Reagan 
carrier strike groups last month and 
separate drills by the Reagan this 
month. Those moves followed Se-
cretary of State Michael Pompeo’s 
July 13 announcement clarifying 
U.S. legal opposition to Chinese 
claims over most of a vital shipping 
lane, parts of which are also clai-
med by Brunei, Malaysia, the Phili-
ppines, Taiwan and Vietnam.

The real risk is a U.S.-China con-
flict over Taiwan escalating to nu-
clear war, in part because the DF-26 
can be armed with both nuclear 
and conventional warheads, said 
Jeffrey Lewis, director of the East 
Asia Nonproliferation Program at 
the Middlebury Institute of Inter-
national Studies in California.

“If the U.S. were to see DF-26 
missiles mobilizing to strike U.S. 
aircraft carriers, the president wou-

ld have to order strikes against mis-
sile bases throughout all of China, 
not just coastal areas,” Lewis said. 
“The United States would likely be 
striking China’s nuclear forces. It 
would be very hard to keep such a 
conflict limited.”

China launched at least one 
other DF-26 missile in recent 
weeks, in what the Communist 
Party’s Global Times newspaper 
characterized as a response to the 
U.S. carrier operations. The paper 
had earlier touted its “carrier-killer” 
missiles on Twitter - drawing a terse 
rebuttal from the U.S. Navy, which 
noted that the warships were none-
theless “still there.”

Although China has yet to prove 
the ability to sink a moving war-
ship, the cost of losing a $10 billion 
aircraft carrier, the troops and har-
dware on board - and all the Ameri-
can military prestige they represent 
- would be immeasurable. That 
threat is causing Pentagon plan-
ners to consider less conspicuous 
ways of projecting force, with an 
internal Defense Department stu-
dy recommending reducing the 
country’s carrier fleet to nine from 
11 now, Defense News reported in 
April.

The PLA’s missile arsenal is 
among the many factors driving 
the U.S.’s shifting security posture 
in Asia, with the Pentagon cycling 
B-1 bombers to and from Guam, 
where they’re more vulnerable to 
attack. Concern about the threat 
also contributed to the U.S.’s deci-
sion to withdraw from the Interme-
diate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty 
with Russia and seek three-way 
arms talks with China.

Even before this week’s launches, 
China had quietly ramped up tests 
of ballistic missiles, in an apparent 
attempt to gauge their operational 
capabilities. The country fired off in 
excess of 100 ballistic missiles last 
year, more than three times North 
Korea’s record tally, Kyodo News 
reported in February, citing people 
familiar with the matter.

China possesses what former 
Pacific Commander Harry Harris 
has called “the largest and most 
diverse missile force in the world,” 
with scores of different weapons in 
development. The DF-21D can tra-
vel more than 1,500 kilometers (900 
miles), while the DF-26 can deliver 
warheads an estimated 4,000 kilo-
meters, far enough to reach Guam.

There are “real questions” about 
whether China’s carrier-killers ac-
tually work, said Ankit Panda, a 
Stanton senior fellow with the Nu-
clear Policy Program at the Carne-
gie Endowment for International 
Peace. The latest tests may provide 
the U.S. a chance to better unders-
tand their performance.

“The People’s Liberation Army 
Rocket Force has a busy testing 
schedule and this was likely ope-
rational training,” Panda said. 
“But certainly it’ll be a reminder 
to folks in Washington that China’s 
military continues to modernize 
and can deny access to the U.S. 
Navy in parts of the Asia-Pacific.” 
BLOOMBERG
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Defying China, 
Czech delegation 
arrives in Taiwan
T

HE president of the Czech 
Senate arrived in Taiwan 
yesterday on a visit that 
has drawn sharp criticism 

from China. 
Milos Vystrcil was accompanied 

by Prague Mayor Zdenek Hrib and 
more than 80 representatives from 
government, business and acade-
mia, lending Taiwan a boost in its 
efforts to resist the diplomatic isola-
tion imposed by Beijing. 

Taiwanese Foreign Minister Jo-
seph Wu greeted the delegation at 
Taiwan’s main Taoyuan Internatio-
nal Airport after their arrival on a 
flight chartered from Taiwanese flag 
carrier China Airlines. 

China last week denounced Vys-
trcil’s visit as “undermining the po-
litical foundation of China-Czech 
relations” and said participants were 
acting out of “their own interests.” 

“China condemns this despica-
ble act and urges the Czech side to 
abide by the one-China principle 
and handle Taiwan-related issues 
in a prudent and appropriate man-
ner,” foreign ministry spokesperson 
Zhao Lijian told reporters last week. 

China claims Taiwan as its own 
territory and its increasing diploma-
tic pressure has reduced the num-
ber of the self-governing island’s 
formal allies to just 15, most of them 
small countries in the Pacific, Cen-
tral America and the Caribbean. 

Taiwan’s democracy and strong 
defense of civil liberties mark a stark 
contrast to China’s one-party autho-
ritarian political system, making it a 
draw for some European politicians 
who recall Soviet dominance of Eas-
tern Europe during the Cold War. 

Vystrcil’s six-day visit follows 
complaints from the Czech side 
that China was introducing 
unwanted political elements into 
their relations, part and parcel of 
China’s more aggressive foreign po-
licy under Communist Party leader 
Xi Jinping that is centered on asser-
ting the country’s territorial claims 
and shielding the regime from cri-
ticism. 

Prague and Beijing severed sis-
ter city relations after China refu-
sed to remove language from the 
agreement dictating that the city’s 
government endorse the “one-Chi-
na principle” that defines Taiwan as 
part of China. 

Shanghai then also ended its 
sister city relationship with Prague, 
and China reportedly threatened to 
cut all such ties to cities that main-
tained their relations with Prague. 

During his visit, Vystrcil is due to 
meet with Taiwanese President Tsai 
Ing-wen, who is detested by Beijing 
for her assertions of the island’s in-
dependence. 

Vystrcil’s predecessor, Jaroslav 
Kubera, had planned to travel to 
Taiwan, angering pro-China Czech 
President Milos Zeman. 

Kubera died in January before 
making the trip and Vystrcil said 
China’s pressure, including a war-
ning from the Chinese Embassy 
against congratulating Tsai on her 
reelection, contributed to his deci-
sion to travel to the island.

Taiwan’s high-tech companies 
are also major investors in the Cze-
ch Republic, somewhat reducing 
China’s economic leverage over the 
country. AP

China restaurant 
collapses during 
birthday party, killing 29
RESCUE efforts ended at a two-

-story restaurant in a northern 
Chinese village that collapsed 
during a local resident’s 80th birth-
day celebration, leaving 29 people 
dead, authorities said yesterday. 

The Ministry of Emergency Ma-
nagement said another 28 people 
were injured, seven of them seriou-
sly, when the building suddenly 
crumbled on Saturday. 

There was no immediate word 
on what caused the collapse or on 
the fate of the birthday guest and 
other celebrants. 

Hundreds of rescue workers 
using sniffer dogs, cranes and high-
-tech sensors had searched the rub-
ble, lifting slabs of concrete in hopes 

of freeing survivors. 
The official China Daily newspa-

per said the building collapsed at 
9:40 a.m. Saturday. It said the Cabi-
net’s Work Safety Commission wou-
ld oversee the investigation into the 
accident’s cause. 

While China has seen major 
improvements in industrial safety, 
building standards are sometimes 
ignored, particularly in rural areas 
such as Shanxi province’s Xiangfen 
county, about 630 kilometers sou-
thwest of Beijing, where the restau-
rant was located. 

The region lies in the heart of Chi-
na’s coal country, where thousands 
of miners have died in explosions, 
collapses and floods over the years. AP
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Diana, Princess of Wales, has died after a car crash 
in Paris.

She was taken to hospital in the early hours of Sunday 
morning where surgeons tried for two hours to save 
her life but she died at 0300 BST.

In a statement Buckingham Palace said the Queen 
and the Prince of Wales were “deeply shocked and dis-
tressed”.

Prince Charles broke the news of their mother’s dea-
th to Princes William and Harry at Balmoral Castle in 
Scotland where the royal family had been spending the 
summer.

The accident happened after the princess left the 
Ritz Hotel in the French capital with her companion, 
Dodi Al Fayed - son of Harrods owner, Mohammed Al 
Fayed.

Dodi Al Fayed and the vehicle’s driver were also killed 
in the collision in a tunnel under the Place de l’Alma in 
the centre of the city.

The princess’ Mercedes car was apparently being 
pursued at high speed by photographers on motor-
bikes when it hit a pillar and smashed into a wall.

Mr Al Fayed and the chauffeur died at the scene but 
the princess and her bodyguard were cut from the 
wreckage and rushed to hospital.

The French authorities have begun a criminal investi-
gation and are questioning seven photographers.

Tributes to the princess have been pouring in from 
around the world.

Speaking from his home in South Africa, the princess’ 
brother, Lord Charles Spencer, said his sister had been 
“unique”.

While it was not the time for recriminations there was 
no doubt the press had played a part in her death, the 
earl added.

Hundreds of mourners have gathered at the prin-
cess’ London home, Kensington Palace and many have 
laid flowers at the gates.

Courtesy BBC News

1997 Princess Diana 
  Dies in Paris crash

In context

Only Princess Diana’s bodyguard, Trevor Rees-Jones, 
survived the crash.
Blood tests showed the driver, Henri Paul, had taken 
both drugs and a large amount of alcohol before the 
accident.
The royal family was criticised for its reserve during a 
time when there was an unprecedented national out-
pouring of grief.
Around one million people lined the streets to see the 
princess’ funeral cortege as it made its way to West-
minster Abbey in early September.
No charges were brought against the paparazzi who 
had been pursuing the princess’ car.
But the behaviour of the press came under close scru-
tiny and the code governing the British media was tight-
ened in December 1997.
An inquest into the princess’s death was opened in 
the UK in 2004. It has been adjourned while the Met-
ropolitan police, led by Lord Stevens, carry out an in-
vestigation into the crash. Retired judge Lady Elizabeth 
Butler-Sloss will conduct preliminary hearings into the 
inquests in early 2007.

this day in historyJAPAN

Abe says ‘gut 
wrenching’ resignation 
leaves goals unfinished
J

APAN’S longest-ser-
ving prime minister, 
Shinzo Abe, said he 
is stepping down be-

cause a chronic health pro-
blem has resurfaced. He 
told reporters Friday that 
it was “gut wrenching” to 
leave many of his goals un-
finished. 

Abe has had ulcerative 
colitis since he was a tee-
nager and has said the con-
dition was controlled with 
treatment. Concerns about 
his health began this sum-
mer and grew this month 
when he visited a Tokyo 
hospital two weeks in a row 
for unspecified health che-
ckups. He is now on a new 
treatment that requires IV 
injections, he said. While 
there is some improvement, 
there is no guarantee that it 
will cure his condition and 
so he decided to step down 
after treatment Monday, he 
said.

“It is gut wrenching to 
have to leave my job before 
accomplishing my goals,” 
Abe said Friday, mentio-
ning his failure to resolve 
the issue of Japanese ab-
ducted years ago by North 
Korea, a territorial dispute 
with Russia and a revision 
of Japan’s war-renouncing 
constitution.

He said his health pro-
blem was under control un-
til earlier this year but was 
found to have worsened in 
June when he had an an-
nual checkup. 

“Faced with the illness 
and treatment, as well as 
the pain of lacking physical 
strength ... I decided I shou-
ld not stay on as prime mi-
nister when I’m no longer 
capable of living up to the 
people’s expectations with 
confidence,” Abe said at a 
news conference. 

In a country once known 
for its short-tenured prime 
ministers, the departure 
marks the end of an unu-
sual era of stability that saw 
the Japanese leader strike 
up strong ties with Presi-
dent Donald Trump even 
as Abe’s ultra-nationalism 
riled the Koreas and China. 
While he pulled Japan out 
of recession, the economy 
has been battered anew by 
the coronavirus pandemic, 

and Abe has failed to achie-
ve his cherished goal of 
formally rewriting the U.S.-
-drafted pacifist constitu-
tion because of poor public 
support.

Abe said he achieved a 
stronger Japan-U.S. securi-
ty alliance and the first visit 
by a serving U.S. president 
to the atom-bombed city of 
Hiroshima. He also helped 
Tokyo gain the right to host 
the 2020 Olympics by ple-
dging that a disaster at the 
Fukushima nuclear plant 
was “under control” when 
it was not.

Recently, “the coronavi-
rus impact on the economy 
was a blow to Abe, who was 
stuck at home and lacking 
an opportunity to make any 
achievement or show off his 
friendship with Trump, and 
was pushed into a corner,” 
said Koichi Nakano, an in-
ternational politics profes-
sor at Sophia University in 
Tokyo.

Abe continued to bolster 
Japan’s defense capabili-
ty to respond to America’s 

needs, Nakano said. “For 
those who believe the Ja-
pan-U.S. alliance is para-
mount, that was his major 
achievement,” he said. But 
Abe bulldozed his expan-
ded defense policy and 
other contentious issues 
through parliament, repea-
tedly neglecting public opi-
nion, Nakano said.

Trump paid tribute to his 
“great friend” Abe, telling 
reporters that he was sur-
prised to hear of his resig-
nation. 

“We had a great rela-
tionship. And I just feel 
very bad for him. Because it 
must be very severe. Look, 
for him to leave — he loves 
his country so much and 
for him to leave, I just can’t 
imagine what it is. He’s a 
great gentleman and so I’m 
just paying my highest res-
pect,” Trump said.

Abe is a political blue 
blood who was groomed to 
follow in the footsteps of his 
grandfather, former Prime 
Minister Nobusuke Kishi. 
His political rhetoric often 

focused on making Japan 
a “normal” and “beautiful” 
nation with a stronger mili-
tary and bigger role in inter-
national affairs. 

Abe, whose term ends in 
September 2021, is expec-
ted to stay on until a new 
party leader is elected and 
formally approved by the 
parliament, a process whi-
ch is expected to take seve-
ral weeks. 

Abe became Japan’s you-
ngest prime minister in 
2006, at age 52, but his over-
ly nationalistic first stint 
abruptly ended a year later 
because of his health.

In December 2012, Abe 
returned to power, priori-
tizing economic measures 
over his nationalist agenda. 
He won six national elec-
tions and built a rock-solid 
grip on power, bolstering 
Japan’s defense role and 
capability and its security 
alliance with the U.S. He 
also stepped up patriotic 
education at schools and 
raised Japan’s international 
profile. 

There are a slew of poli-
ticians eager to replace Abe. 

Shigeru Ishiba, a 
63-year-old hawkish former 
defense minister and Abe’s 
archrival, is a favorite next 
leader in media surveys, 
though he is less popular 
within the governing party. 
A low-key former foreign 
minister, Fumio Kishi-
da, Defense Minister Taro 
Kono, Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Yoshihide Suga, and 
economic revitalization mi-
nister Yasutoshi Nishimura, 
who is in charge of corona-
virus measures, are widely 
mentioned in Japanese me-
dia as potential successors. 

Abe was often upstaged 
in dealing with the corona-
virus pandemic by Tokyo 
Gov. Yuriko Koike, a former 
governing party conservati-
ve who is seen as a potential 
prime minister candida-
te by some. But she wou-
ld have to first be elected 
to parliament to be in the 
running for the top job. 

Analysts say no major 
change of policy is expec-
ted whoever succeeds Abe, 
though Japan may return to 
an era of short-lived leader-
ship. MDT/AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
mon 31.08.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

INFOTAINMENT資訊／娛樂

The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

 ad

WEATHER

YOUR STARS

page 9

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

B
es

tC
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
omACROSS: 1- Smell or fragrance; 5- Experiment; 10- Queue after Q; 14- Trumpet 

accessory; 15- Multitude; 16- Slaughter in Cooperstown; 17- Sour; 18- The Hunter; 
19- Identical; 20- Hermits; 22- Boring tool; 23- News bit; 24- Offer; 26- Scorch; 
29- Strangle; 33- ___ Ark; 34- “______ by any other name…”; 35- Tampa Bay player, 
for short; 36- Arguing; 37- ___ a time (singly); 38- Labor; 39- ___ Kan; 40- Royal; 
41- Friendly Islands; 42- Editorial writer; 44- Now you ___...; 45- Cure, in a way; 46- 
Reindeer herder; 48- Headgear of a monarch; 51- Capital of Finland; 55- Pocket 
problem; 56- Bony prefix; 58- Stares at; 59- ___ never work!; 60- Angular indentation; 
61- Red or white, in the blood; 62- Bluey-green color; 63- A, as in Athens; 64- Novel 
ending;
 
DOWN: 1- “A Jug of Wine...” poet; 2- Dictator; 3- Auricular; 4- Signal to stop; 5- 
That group; 6- Composer Ned; 7- The eyes have it; 8- Bustle; 9- Author Deighton; 
10- Outcome; 11- Hitch; 12- Heavy 
book; 13- Manipulator; 21- Salt Lake 
City hoopsters; 22- Tropical plant; 24- 
Shallow water; 25- Formerly, formerly; 26- 
Plumber’s tool; 27- Little bits; 28- Metal 
spikes; 29- Rare delight; 30- Steak order; 
31- Playwright Pirandello; 32- Dazzling 
display; 34- Uneasiness; 37- Trompe 
l’___; 38- Footwear; 40- Tatum’s dad; 41- 
Dosage abbr.; 43- Also; 46- Hanger-on; 
47- Wahine’s welcome; 48- Voucher; 49- 
Routine; 50- Earthen pot; 51- Web address 
starter; 52- Russian no; 53- Salmon that 
has spawned; 54- Any of the Antilles; 56- 
___ roll; 57- Impresario Hurok; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Your ability to ferret out secret 
information will lead you to 
an inside scoop on an amazing 
financial deal. Don’t let situations 
get out of  control. You can become 
obsessed with detail.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Be honest with yourself  before 
getting involved with someone 
who is likely to lead you on. Be sure 
to use your charm and diplomacy 
when dealing with potential new 
clients. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
 Be sure to keep communication 
open with those you live with. 
Don’t back down but don’t ignite 
the situation. Take a second look; 
another person’s philosophy may 
be extremely different from yours. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
 Travel will be in your best interest 
regardless of  whether it is business 
or pleasure. You can expect to feel 
confused about your personal 
prospects. Work quietly at your 
own goals.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your charm will mesmerize 
members of  the opposite sex today. 
Your communication skills are at an 
all-time high. New romantic ties can 
be made; however, you must make 
sure that your motives are not selfish.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You need to do more things 
that you enjoy. You can make 
favorable changes in your home 
environment. You may blow 
situations out of  proportion when 
dealing with the one you love. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your need to put great detail into 
everything you do may cause you 
to miss the overall picture. Your 
confidence will stabilize your 
position. You have been going 
through a period of  change.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You will profit from home 
improvement projects and real 
estate deals. Relatives will be 
happy that you dropped by. 
Be careful when dealing with 
loved ones.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Minor fevers or infections will 
develop if  you’re over-stressed. 
Be sure to double-check the 
house on your way out. You 
may feel that someone at work is 
holding you back. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Try not to allow your partner 
to lead you astray or upset 
your routine. Your dynamic, 
determined approach will win 
favors as well as a helping hand. 
You can make changes to your 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Do some research if  you want to 
find information that you can apply 
against the opposition you face. Read 
some books on self  awareness. Look 
into joining groups that can give you 
hands-on advice about business. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You will have a childlike approach 
today, big hearted and full of  spunk. If  
you join intellectual or cultural groups, 
you should meet individuals who 
stimulate you. Stick to doing things 
that will make you a better person.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Wynn Macau has announ-
ced that it will donate MOP80 
million to the University of Ma-
cau Development Foundation 
(UMDF), supporting the edu-
cational development of the 
institution and its Asia-Pacific 
Academy of Economics and 
Management.

A cheque donation cere-
mony took place at Wynn 
Palace, with senior leaders 
from the casino operator and 
the university, including Linda 
Chen, President and Executive 

Wynn extends support for 
teaching, research at UM

Director of Wynn Resorts, and 
Professor Yonghua Song, Rec-
tor of UM.

In a statement, Wynn said it 
has long supported the tea-
ching and research of UM. In 
addition to making donations to 
enrich local educational resour-
ces, Wynn has actively partici-
pated in activities organized by 
teaching and research institu-
tions, especially in the fields of 
tourism, local talent cultivation, 
local SME development and 
economic diversification. 

MGM has partnered with 
the Macao Orchestra to 
present the “Celebrating 
the 50th Anniversary of 
Earth Day: A Tribute to Na-
ture” concert at its integra-
ted resort in Cotai over the 
weekend. 

Hundreds of people en-
joyed the classical melodies 
performed inside the award-
-winning Spectacle at MGM 
Cotai. 

According to MGM, the 
concert was intended to 
bring classical music closer 
to the public. The perfor-
mance piece, Beethoven’s 
Symphony No. 6 in F major, 
Op. 68 “Pastoral” was com-
posed in 1808 and illustrates 
a scene in a restful country-
side setting blessed with se-

MGM, Macao Orchestra take 
orchestral journey

renity after a tempest. The 
final movement especially 
demonstrates Beethoven’s 
affinity with nature. 

A space that integrates 
both nature and advanced 
technology, both organizers 
believe that the Spectacle 
was an ideal venue for the 
360-degree storytelling of 
“Pastoral” and for amplifying 
the message of Earth Day. 

The recently-launched “In-
toxicating Sensations” pro-
gram at The Ritz-Carlton Bar 
& Lounge features special 
promotions nightly between 
Tuesdays and Sundays from 
now until September 30, ac-
cording to the hotel brand.

Visitors can enjoy half price 
promotions on selected fine 
wines and champagne by the 
bottle on Tuesdays, including 
wines from acclaimed regions 
such as Saint-Estèphe, Mar-
gaux, Bordeaux and Burgundy.

Wednesday is Ladies’ Night, 
on which women can enjoy al-
cohol-infused miniature des-
serts and cocktails at a dis-
count. On Distillers’ Thursday, 
visitors can relax and expe-
rience some of the finest sin-
gle-malt whiskies at half price.

Ritz-Carlton Bar offers nightly 
promotions, Tuesday to Sunday

Aperitivo Weekends are run 
on Friday and Saturday be-
tween 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. Local 
vocalist Amanda Chan perfor-
ms contemporary twists on 
jazz and pop music. 

Rounding up the week is 
Gin-Sipping Sundays, where 
guests can discover the wor-
ld’s most diverse spirit featu-
red on the signature gin trolley 
at half-price.

Facebook allows ads to be 
served to mainland China users
SARAH FRIER

F
ACEBOOK Inc. has been 
allowing advertisers to 
target users in mainland 
China, despite a ban on 

the company’s social networks 
there that prohibits citizens 
from accessing the apps.

Facebook has long said it 
works with Chinese adverti-
sers to reach users only outside 
the country, not inside. But the 
company’s advertising system 
tells a different story. Through 
the ad-buying portal, busines-
ses are told they can reach 3.7 
million people in mainland Chi-
na on Instagram, the photo app 
Facebook owns. Advertisers can 
target specific cities including 
Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjin.

Facebook said this is not a 
mistake. “There are various te-
chnical ways a very small frac-
tion of people in China may be 
able to access Facebook and 
see ads,” the company said in 
a statement. For example, it ci-
ted those who use international 
mobile roaming or otherwise 
have access to an international 
connection. The social network 
has been blocked in China since 
2009.

The mainland targeting op-
tion was used recently by one of 
China’s state-sponsored media 
organizations, according to Fa-
cebook’s public ad archive. Whi-
le some ads from China Daily 
have asked mainland users for 
likes and follows, others carry 
more political messages. A Chi-
na Daily Hong Kong ad which 
ran during the height of the U.S. 
protests on police violence dis-
plays President Donald Trump’s 

negative response to those, in 
contrast with Nancy Pelosi’s 
positive response to the Hong 
Kong protests.

“How the U.S. defines looting 
and vandalism: Depending on 
where it happens!” the ad says.

According to Facebook’s ad 
archive, 10% of the ad’s audien-
ce of as many as 35,000 people 
was in the Chinese mainland 
province Yunnan, with another 
8% in Shanghai and 3% in Bei-
jing. Another anti-Hong Kong 
protest ad from the same page 
ran this month with a similar 
distribution.

Facebook tried for years to 
enter the Chinese market, but 

was unable to make a deal or a 
product that would satisfy the 
government’s censorship and 
ownership policies. Instead the 
company focused on building a 
business for Chinese companies 
to sell their products to the 
billions of Facebook users in the 
markets where it does operate. 
Chief Executive Officer Mark 
Zuckerberg in 2018 dismant-
led the team focused on trying 
to enter China, according to a 
person familiar with the matter. 
Then, he turned on the offense.

Zuckerberg has been consis-
tently portraying Facebook as 
the alternative to Chinese domi-
nation of social communication 

globally. Last month, he testified 
to the U.S. Congress that Chi-
nese competitors to U.S. tech 
giants, such as ByteDance Ltd.’s 

TikTok, were helping the coun-
try export anti-American values 
like government surveillance 
and censorship to the rest of the 
world.

“We believe our product 
should be available to people in 
China with all the protections 
of free expression and personal 
privacy our product currently 
has built in; unfortunately, the 
Chinese government does not 
agree,” a Facebook spokesper-
son said. In 2018 testimony, 
Chief Operating Officer Sheryl 
Sandberg told senators it was 
“not possible right now” to ope-
rate in China in a way that wou-
ld be aligned with Facebook’s 
values.

It’s unclear how long adver-
tisers have been allowed to tar-
get users in mainland China, or 
even how those views are being 
recorded by Facebook. Eileen 
Carey, a U.S.-based researcher 
with the Alliance to Counter 
Crime Online, was investiga-
ting China-based advertisers 
pushing opioids in U.S. markets 
when she discovered adverti-
sing was going the other direc-
tion, too.

“I was shocked to see China 
as a location on Instagram to 
buy targeted ads, and was even 
more surprised by Instagram’s 
suggestions of ad interests for 
Chinese consumers,” she said. 
“It became clear this wasn’t a 
bug.” BLOOMBERG

FACEBOOK Inc. became the latest 
tech giant to complain about the over-
reach of the U.K.’s merger watchdog, 
warning that its demands were unrea-
sonable and disproportionate. The so-
cial network has appealed to the U.K.’s 
antitrust tribunal, saying that the Com-
petition and Markets Authority, which 
is considering investigating Facebook’s 
purchase of Giphy, has so far refused 
to ease up on requirements ensur-
ing that the two companies remain 

separate during the merger probe. 
The complaint was made public in a 
filing Friday. The CMA is increasingly 
voicing concerns about internet giants 
swallowing up smaller firms. Facebook 
had to pause its integration with Giphy 
in June after the CMA said it wanted 
to investigate whether the deal would 
give Facebook too much information 
on its rivals’ operations. A spokeswom-
an for the CMA said it didn’t comment 
on ongoing proceedings.

Tech giant fights UK merger regulator
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Zimbabwe investigates 
mysterious deaths of 11 elephants 

Zimbabwe’s parks authorities are investigating the death of 11 ele-
phants in a forest in the west of the country, a parks spokesman said 
yesterday. 

The carcasses of the elephants were discovered on Friday in Panda-
masue Forest, located between Hwange National Park and Victoria 
Falls. Blood samples have been taken to a laboratory for analysis to 
determine the cause of their deaths, Tinashe Farawo, spokesman of 
the Zimbabwe National Parks and Wildlife Management Authority, 
said.

The dead elephants were found with the tusks still on their bodies, 
ruling out poaching. In recent years poachers in Zimbabwe have poi-

soned dozens of elephants and then have taken their ivory tusks to 
sell them to illegal traders.

“We can only ascertain the cause of death after the tests. But we 
have ruled out cyanide poisoning,” Farawo told The Associated 
Press. “Only elephants were affected, no vultures or any other ani-
mals were affected.”

The mysterious deaths of the elephants in Zimbabwe appears si-
milar to the deaths last month of more than 275 elephants in nei-
ghboring Botswana. Scientists are still investigating the deaths of the 
elephants in Botswana’s Okavango Delta area and poaching, poiso-
ning and anthrax have been ruled out. 

OPINION
World Views
Julian Lee, Bloomberg

Germany Far-right 
extremists tried to storm 
the German parliament 
building Saturday following 
a protest against the 
country’s pandemic 
restrictions, but were 
intercepted by police and 
forcibly removed. The 
incident occurred after a 
daylong demonstration 
by tens of thousands 
of people opposed to 
the wearing of masks 
and other government 
measures intended to 
stop the spread of the new 
coronavirus.

Belarus, shaken by 
three weeks of massive 
protests against its 
authoritarian president, 
on Saturday cracked down 
hard on the news media, 
deporting some foreign 
journalists reporting in 
the country and revoking 
the accreditation of many 
Belarusian journalists. 
Two Moscow-based 
Associated Press 
journalists who were 
covering the recent 
protests in Belarus were 
deported to Russia on 
Saturday.

Jerusalem Thousands 
of Israelis demonstrated 
Saturday in Jerusalem 
in a continuation of 
summer-long weekend 
rallies demanding the 
resignation of Prime 
Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, who 
faces a corruption 
trial and accusations 
of mishandling the 
coronavirus crisis. Smaller 
protests also took part 
in other parts in Israel, 
including overpasses 
and outside Netanyahu’s 
private house in the 
upscale town of Caesaria.

France Delayed but alive 
again and out on French 
roads, the strangest Tour 
de France ever set off 
Saturday in a bubble of 
anti-COVID protocols 
to try to keep the 176 
riders virus-free for three 
weeks of racing through 
the country’s worsening 
epidemic.
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Rita Wong

Is Big Oil still a big deal?
From Monday there will be just one oil company 

in the Dow Jones Industrial Average — Chevron 
Corp. The removal of Exxon Mobil Corp. from the 
index after an uninterrupted presence since 1928 
shouldn’t come as a surprise. It’s not the end of Big 
Oil, but it may signal the start of the beginning of 
the end.

It may seem odd to remove one of only two oil com-
panies in the index at a time when the shale boom 
has transformed America’s role in the global market. 
After all, the U.S. now produces more oil and more 
natural gas than any other country. Last year’s do-
mestic oil production was up by 125% from levels in 
2010, while gas output has increased by 60%.

But those figures only tell part of the story, and not 
the most important part.

It’s not the first time that there’s only been one 
oil and gas company in the Dow. The last time was 
between 2000 and 2008, when Exxon was the sole 
industry representative. Before that you have to go 
back to the 1920s. For a brief period of two weeks in 
1924, there were none at all.

Why remove Exxon rather than Chevron? That’s 
easy. The Dow is calculated using share prices, not 
market capitalization, so Chevron’s higher share 
price (it’s more than twice that of Exxon’s) gives it 
greater weight in the index. At the close of business 
on August 27, Chevron accounted for 2.04% of the 
Dow; Exxon just 0.96%.

Removing Chevron would have reduced the wei-
ght of oil to an unreasonably low level. Its stock 
has also outperformed that of its larger rival over 
almost any recent period you care to choose.

The replacement of Exxon with Salesforce.com, 
a cloud-software bellwether, reflects the evolution 
of the U.S. economy even as the current president 
champions the fossil fuel industries.

The first shale boom, which saw natural gas ou-
tput start to rise from 2005 and oil follow it five 
years later, helped spur a massive surge in jobs in 
the sector. The number of people employed in oil 
and gas extraction rose from about 125,000 in the 
first half of 2005 to a peak of more than 200,000 at 
the end of 2014, according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. The second shale boom only created a 
quarter of the jobs that had been shed in the sector 
between 2015 and 2017 before it ran out of steam at 
the end of last year — and then the Covid-19 pan-
demic struck.

Despite record production levels, oil and gas ex-
traction contributed a mere 1% of U.S. GDP last 
year, according to the Bureau of Economic Analysis.

Oil just isn’t what it was to the U.S. economy and, 
with much of the shale boom driven by small inde-
pendent oil and gas companies, Big Oil is even less 
important.

It is not just in the U.S. that Big Oil faces hea-
dwinds. Its opportunities and reputation are in de-
cline worldwide.

The oil majors, including Royal Dutch Shell Plc, 
BP Plc and Total SE, operate in a world where they 
are often denied access to prime prospects. They’re 
kept from investing in key areas of low-cost pro-
duction, such as Saudi Arabia, Iran, Venezuela 
and Russia, by local laws or the risk of sanctions. 
In other areas, they face contract terms that make 
investment unattractive.

It’s not just the lack of opportunities to discover 
and develop big, new oil fields. The companies are 
facing the need to reinvent themselves in a world 
where their core product is coming under increa-
sing pressure from consumers for its impact on 
climate change and local pollution. And the long, 
hard slog of trying to turn themselves into produ-
cers of sustainable energy has only just begun.

Exxon’s removal from the Dow may not signal the 
end of Big Oil, or even that its end is near, but it 
is reflective of the industry’s failure so far to adapt.

CUT continues 
endeavor to showcase 
local film talent

RENATO MARQUES

THE former operator 
of the Cinematheque 

Passion, CUT Limited, is 
making a bid to continue 
serving as a platform to 
showcase local talent, and 
to increase international 
connections with those 
abroad who can contribute 
to their development, the 
director of the audiovisual 
company, Rita Wong, told 
the Times.

“We don’t have many re-
sources, but we don’t want 
to stop here. We want to 
continue to do our work 
and to strive to do this, not 
just as a job but as our pas-
sion,” Wong said. 

From the end of October 
to early November, CUT 
will hold the fifth Kino – 
German Film Festival, Ma-
cau.

“We have been bringing 
this festival to Macau since 
2016, even before the Cine-
matheque was open, and 
this year will be its fifth fes-
tival,” Wong said. The com-
pany is happy to be able to 
host the festival, especially 
as the Hong Kong version of 
the festival was canceled due 
to “several uncertainties.”

“We are continuing the 
Macau version. Maybe 
this year will be a little bit 
smaller [compared to pre-
vious festivals] but we are 
still bringing many new 
German films and also 
classic ones,” she said. The 
full festival program will be 

released around mid-Oc-
tober.

After Kino Festival, 
Wong says that CUT is ai-
ming to host a brand-new 
monthly event, which has 
tentatively been named 
“CUT Friday” for now. One 
Friday every month will be 
dedicated to world cinema 
to showcase indie films.

“We have been dedica-
ted to programming for 
many years and we now 
know the tastes of the au-
dience in Macau, so we 
want to bring them some 
surprises every month 
with these Friday scree-
nings,” the CUT director 
said. Guest speakers, with 
whom the audience can 
interact before or after the 
movie, will also be invited, 
making this an opportu-
nity to learn and discuss 
ideas.

“This is the most joyous 
part of watching movies. 
Nowadays we can enjoy 
movies at home all the time, 
but the reason we go out to 
do so is because we want to 
meet people, connect with 
them and exchange ideas. 
I find this particularly im-
portant, especially after 
this [Covid-19] situation 
where people have to keep 
a distance between them-
selves,” Wong said. Howe-
ver, now that the necessary 
safety measures have been 
fulfilled, it is time to start to 
reconnect, she noted.

Wong has other new 
ideas for 2021, such as 

events for families with 
young children.

As she explained to the 
Times, the family event will 
not be dedicated to chil-
dren’s movies, but to mo-
vies that can be seen by the 
whole family and can be 
paired with other activities.

“We want to create so-
mething that is good for fa-
milies. Families can come 
to enjoy the movie but 
also a range of activities 
that may be different every 
time. One time maybe it 
can be some painting acti-
vity, another time music or 
other activities.”

“The idea is to spark the 
creativity of the young ones 
and passion for movies at a 
young age. Maybe if they 
learn how to love cinema at 
an early age, they can start 
in this industry earlier and 
maybe they can even find 
their career path in this in-
dustry as well.”

The event held yesterday 
was CUT’s first event after 
having to halt the opera-
tion of the Cinematheque 
Passion. “Keep Roll with 
CUT Film Day” was held 
to showcase the local ta-
lent that has been involved 
in CUT’s operations over 
the last few years. It inclu-
ded an exhibition of event 
posters created by local 
creators showcasing CUT’s 
work over the years, as well 
as a live music performan-
ce and two short film scree-
nings held at Casa Garden’s 
outdoor area.


