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China Beijing’s main 
international airport 
yesterday began receiving 
international flights again 
from a limited number 
of countries considered 
at low risk of coronavirus 
infection. Passengers flying 
in from Cambodia, Greece, 
Denmark, Thailand, Pakistan, 
Austria, Canada and Sweden 
must have first shown 
a negative coronavirus 
test before boarding, city 
government spokesperson 
Xu Hejian told reporters. 

Thailand Health officials say 
a prison inmate has tested 
positive for the coronavirus in 
the country’s first confirmed 
locally transmitted case 
in 100 days. They said 
yesterday the inmate is a 
37-year-old man who was 
arrested for drug abuse 
who was arrested in Aug. 
26 and tested positive on 
Wednesday when brought to 
the health center of a prison 
in Bangkok.

India has registered a record 
single-day spike of 83,883 
new cases, driving the 
country overall tally to 3.85 
million. The Health Ministry 
yesterday also reported 
1,043 deaths in the past 24 
hours, taking total fatalities 
up to 67,376. India has been 
reporting the highest daily 
increases for more than three 
weeks. The ministry said the 
country’s fatality rate had 
declined to 1.76% and its 
deaths per million population 
was “one of the lowest in the 
world.” 

South Korea reported its 
first drop below 200 new 
coronavirus cases in more 
than two weeks, but the 
country’s strained hospitals 
were treating more seriously 
ill patients after the prolonged 
recent surge in infections. 
Yesterday’s increase of 195 
new cases, the first daily 
increase below 200 in 17 days, 
indicated the country was 
beginning to see the effects 
of stringent social distancing 
restrictions recently imposed 
in the greater capital area. 

Air Quality Good
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LOCAL UNIVERSITIES RETAIN 
POSITIONS IN GLOBAL 

UNIVERSITY RANKINGS

Light Rail 
East Line 

to go 
underground

 P2

MACAU 
2040 Public consultation on 

the Urban Master Plan 
starts today for a future 
city of 808,000 people 
with an area of 37sqkm

 P3
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Gov’t charging 
stations more expensive 
than private ones

The Macau SAR’s planned charging 
stations for electric motorbikes will 
be more expensive than private ones. 
The Office for the Development of the 
Energy Sector (GDSE) issued a statement 
explaining the local government’s plans 
for the charging stations. During the 
first stage, the government will install 
200 public electric charging stations. 
Considering the costs of installing, 
operating and maintaining the charging 
stations, in the long term, the public 
should start paying for the charging 
service. Using fast public charging as an 
example, the current pricing plan will be 
higher than normal household electricity 
tariffs, but lower than the cost of normal 
gasoline consumption per kilometer. 
Currently, the GDSE is carrying out a 
study on electricity charging tariffs, which 
will be publicly released in due course.
 

Gov’t will not 
consider mandatory 
window inspections

The government says it needs to study 
further the possibility of launching a 
mandatory window inspection scheme. 
In a reply to lawmaker Agnes Lam’s 
interpellation, the Land, Public Works 
and Transport Bureau (DSSOPT) used 
Hong Kong as an example, saying 
that a mandatory window inspection 
scheme is difficult to carry out on a 
large-scale because of problems such 
as uncooperative individuals. The 
bureau expects Macau to face the same 
problems as Hong Kong, so the bureau 
wishes to further study the topic first. In 
addition, the bureau said that the SAR 
government has no intention of studying 
the effect of Macau’s current measures, 
which consists of authorities encouraging 
the public to inspect the windows on their 
own without a legal requirement.
 

Community advisors 
propose multifunctional 
detention basin

Community advisors of the central 
districts have urged the government to 
build a multi-functional detention basin 
at Praça de Ponte e Horta. The Land, 
Public Works and Transport Bureau 
(DSSOPT) has plans to build a detention 
basin below the Praça de Ponte e Horta 
park. Central district advisor Cheong Sok 
Leng proposed that the government 
to upgrade the garden’s current water 
fountain and that the future detention 
basin be used as a facility to prevent 
floods and as a car park. Another advisor, 
surnamed Hong, proposed that the 
building accommodating the detention 
basin have three floors. The bottom level 
will be used for flood prevention, the 
middle as an immigration checkpoint and 
that the top be used by the government 
for both commercial and administrative 
purposes. 

LRT East Line to go 
underground with cost 
estimate of MOP2 billion

Only 30% of civil servant 
applicants pass ability test
JUST 30% aspiring 

civil servants pas-
sed the government’s 
comprehensive ability 
evaluation.

Earlier this week, the 
SAR government pub-
lished a list of final gra-
des for the exam. 

The exam was orga-

nized on July 26. Around 
14,323 people applied to 
take the exam but only 
76% of applicants sat 
the test. This is the four-
th exam that has been 
run for the assessment 
of integrated skills after 
the amendment of the 
Administrative Regula-

tion No. 23/2017. 
The results are clas-

sified as “pass” and “not 
pass” and the cut-off for 
passing was 50 points. 

The highest perfor-
mer scored 93 points, 
and over 200 examinees 
scored over 70 points. 
The exam had a pass 

rate of 30%, with a total 
of 3,321 examinees pas-
sing. 

The test results are 
valid for three years. 
Candidates who quali-
fy and meet other legal 
requirements can apply 
to work for the public 
department as vehi-

cle inspectors, techni-
cal counselors, public 
relations supervisors, 
driving test examiners, 
postal counseling te-
chnicians, and other 
types of jobs.

These individuals 
can apply for these jobs 
within three years. The 
exam results are valid 
until September 1, 2023.  

In the fourth quarter 
of this year, the inte-
grated skill assessment 
exam will be open to the 
undergraduate level. JZ

RENATO MARQUES

THE Macau Light Rapid 
Transit (LRT) East Line 

system will be built entirely 
underground, the government 
announced yesterday in the 
press conference for the lau-
nch of public consultation on 
the project.

The LRT East Line aims to 
link the Pac On area in Taipa 
to the Border Gate. It will  pass 
through Zone A of the new 
landfills and link to the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
(HKZMB) Port, which will be 
an important part of the ci-
ty’s major transport hub. This 
will connect the airport, the 
Taipa Ferry Terminal, and the 
HKZMB to the Border Gate. 

During this year’s secto-
rial Policy Address, the Secre-
tary for Transport and Public 
Works, Raimundo do Rosário, 
had hinted at the possibility of 
the line being built entirely un-
derground, a solution that has 
now been confirmed.

Like Rosário, the chair-
man of the LRT company, Ho 
Cheong Kei, explained that 
this solution aims to maximize 
use of Zone A’s land resources 
in the new landfills. This will 
reduce the impact on traffic 
during construction, and allow 
operation of the line even 
during severe weather condi-
tions such as typhoons.

The line will be 7.65 kilo-
meters long with six stations 
and will include an underwa-
ter tunnel section, with 2.4 

kilometers linking Zone E on 
the new landfills in Taipa to 
Zone A.

During the press conferen-
ce where the government also 
announced the public con-
sultation of the Urban Master 
Plan, Ho hinted that the pro-
ject might cost around MOP2 
billion. The estimated amount 
was based on the construction 
costs of a similar facility in the 
neighboring region of Hong 
Kong.

“We do not have an exact re-
ference as we do not have any 
experience using this method 
in Macau,” Ho said, noting 
that for the construction of the 
tunnel the Tunnel Boring Me-
thod (TBM) will be used.

“In Hong Kong, some 16 

kilometers of this type of un-
derground excavation cost 
about MOP4 billion. While in 
Beijing, the same method used 
in the city subway system has 
reportedly cost around MOP1 
billion per kilometer. I think 
our reality is closer to the Hong 
Kong one,” Ho said.

The official also said that 
construction of the East Line is 
likely to take at least five years 
and will begin when tunnel 
drilling starts. He added that 
the same trains that are cur-
rently operating on the Taipa 
line will also circulate on the 
new line.

Unlike the first LRT line, 
which officials admitted la-
cked planning and had several 
mistakes, Ho said that the go-

vernment will take several fac-
tors into account for the East 
Line. The number of entries 
and exits from stations will be 
increased so that the facility 
can also operate as an easy and 
accessible pedestrian network 
in Zone A. Stations will also be 
equipped with other types of 
services, including shops and 
restaurants.

“[This time] we will take 
into account the commercial 
factors to boost the use and 
increase the Return on In-
vestment,” Ho said. “We need 
to think about this in more 
detail regarding the quantity 
and functionality, as we do not 
want these shops and restau-
rants to cause any disturbance 
to the operation of the LRT.”
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Urban Master Plan unveiled with 
emphasis on regional, international links
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE government’s urban 
development plans for 
the next 20 years were 
unveiled yesterday 

when the public consultation 
document was presented by 
the interdepartmental group in 
charge of the Urban Master Plan.

With major focuses on the 
city’s reorganization and estab-
lishing regional and internatio-
nal link areas, housing and pu-
blic infrastructure will take the 
lead role and define the uses of 
current and planned land. 

According to the govern-
ment’s estimations, by 2040, the 
Special Administrative Region 
will possess a total area of 36.8 
square kilometers where 808,000 
people will live.

Taking these predictions into 
account, the government defi-
ned the percentages for each of 
the eight categories that wou-
ld occupy the land. The three 
major categories are public in-
frastructure, housing and green 
ecological areas, occupying 23%, 
22%, and 18% of the land respec-
tively.

According to Chan Pou Ha, 
the director of the Land, Public 
Works and Transport Bureau 
(DSSOPT), land usage was de-
fined according to three princi-
ples: the current urban situation, 
mixed usage of the lands, and a 
balance between employment 
and housing. This is an attempt 
to reorganize the city so that re-
sidents would have fewer trans-
portation needs and reduce 
lengthy, time-consuming trips 
between home, work and school.

URBAN RENEWAL FOCUSED 
ON INDUSTRIAL SWAP

One of the highly anticipated 
topics of the Urban Master Plan 
was its connection with the go-
vernment’s intentions of moving 
forward with urban renewal. 

The focus is not the hou-
sing buildings of the old nei-
ghborhoods, but a reorgani-
zation of the areas occupied 
by industrial sectors, and an 
industry swap from light in-
dustry to high technology.

Two areas of the city are 
planned to change signifi-
cantly in appearance and pur-
pose. The first is Avenida de 
Venceslau de Morais, which 
currently has the most warehou-
ses and small industries opera-
ting from old industrial buildings. 
This area will receive a facelift, 
giving way to modernization and 
a change of sector. It will be dedi-
cated to housing as well as com-
mercial activities to “reduce the 
impact of the industrial activity in 
the residential areas and impro-
ve the global environment in the 
neighborhood,” the government 
said.

Another area to be transformed 
is the Inner Harbor, where the old 
piers will be revitalized as a leisu-
re and tourism coastal attraction. 
The project includes significant 
changes to the piers, buildings, 
and even traffic, as some streets 
along the waterfront will be trans-
formed into pedestrian and espla-
nade areas. 

The government also aims to 
modernize the industry and re-
locate them to other areas of the 
region, namely to a new industrial 
area of Pac On. It will reuse the 

old Pac On industrial park and 
incentivize the swap from indus-
trial activity to high technology, 
making good use of the new plans 
to transform the area, which is a 
major transport hub in Macau.

MULTI-TRANSPORT HUBS 
TO CONNECT REGIONALLY

Another area of the govern-
ment’s Urban Master Plan is the 
integration of all transport into 
hubs to allow fast transportation 
between several areas of Macau. It 
will also facilitate transport in and 
out of Macau, either with connec-
tions to the cities of the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA) or internationally.

The government aims to in-
crease links between the interna-

tional airport, which will undergo 
further expansion, and maritime 
transport via the Taipa Maritime 
Terminal, the Light Rapid Tran-
sit (LRT) system, and the Hong 
Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 
(HKZMB) Port.

This plan includes not only 
the fourth bridge between 
Taipa and Zone A of the new 
landfills, but also the new LRT 
East Line which will connect 
the Pac On area to the Border 
Gate while passing through 
the HKZMB and all of Zone A. 

The government says this is 
part of Macau’s regional inte-
gration, aiming to link Macau 
to the major cities of the GBA 

within one hour.
Locally, the government has 

also proposed categorizing the 
different roads of Macau. This will 
create an inter-zone network and 
define a series of main-road links 
to promote traffic detouring away 
from certain areas of the city. This 
will also include optimization of 
pedestrian accesses via under or 
upper passages for main-road 
crossing, creating an effective pe-
destrian system.

FINAL RESULTS 
EXPECTED IN ONE YEAR

The public consultation on 
the Urban Master Plan star-
ts today and will last for 60 
days, until November 2. The 
final results of the Urban Mas-
ter Plan will only be known in 
about one year, the director of 
DSSOPT said in a reply to the 
media.

As Chan explained, “now 
we are going to have 60 days 
of public consultation, which 
will follow a period of 180 days 
for the company responsible 
for the consultation to elabo-
rate [on] their preliminary re-
port.” 

“Then this report will 
be submitted to the Urban 
Planning Council [CPU], whi-
ch will have to analyze it and 
also provide comments. In 
the final stage, the consultant 
will have 90 days more to fi-
nalize the report with input 
from CPU, presenting a final 
version that will then be deli-
vered to the Chief Executive,” 
she said, noting that this shou-
ld occur by September 2021.

By 2040, Macau 
will possess a 

total area of 36.8 
square kilometers 

where 808,000 
people will live
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LYNZY VALLES

THE government is set 
to launch a tourism 

promotion campaign 
during the second week 
of September on Beijing’s 
busiest commercial street. 
The campaign will involve 
the city’s six gaming con-
cessionaires.

According to a report by 
Radio Macau, the promo-
tional campaign, which is 
being coordinated by the 
Macao Government Tou-
rism Office (MGTO), will 
take place on Wangfujing 
Street in Beijing. 

This is the first tou-
rism campaign being run 
abroad since the start of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

During the first half of 
2020, visitor arrivals decli-
ned by 84% year-on-year 
to 3.26 million due to tra-
vel and border restrictions.

Last month, China had 
set a date for the resump-

tion of tourist visas for vi-
sitors travelling to the Ma-
cau SAR. From September 
23, any mainland resident 
will be able to apply for 
an Individual Visit Sche-
me (IVS) visa to visit Ma-
cau for tourism purposes. 
The timing positions Ma-
cau for a tourism recovery 
bounce during China’s 
Golden Week in early Oc-
tober, a normally popular 
time in the Macau gaming 
calendar.

As the promotion of 
gambling is prohibited 
on the mainland, gaming 
operators are likely to 
publicize their hotel and 
restaurant promotions 
during the upcoming 
campaign.

Recently, the govern-
ment launched a scheme 
for tourists from mainland 
China, aiming to boost the 
economy and protect local 
jobs.

The scheme was ini-

tiated by the Macau SAR 
government with support 
from e-commerce giants 
Tencent and Alibaba, as 
well as Air Macau. It aims 
to attract tourism to the 
city through promotions 
on air tickets and hotels, 
and rebates on shopping 
and dining to encourage 
tourists to increase their 
spending and length of 
stay.

After the IVS was reins-
tated for Guangdong 
residents on August 12, 
preliminary data shows 
that the city recorded a 
25% rise in visitor arrivals 
compared to the weekend 
prior.

Previously, the Public 
Security Police Force had 
said that it did not expect 
significant changes in bor-
der traffic. However, they 
are now predicting a gra-
dual upward trend in the 
number of arrivals in the 
coming weeks.

THE board of Crown Re-
sorts misled investors 

through a newspaper ad-
vertisement last year that 
claimed long-time junket 
partner Suncity was con-
trolled by a regulated Hong 
Kong firm.

According to the Sydney 
Morning Herald, Crown’s 
chief legal officer Joshua 
Preston admitted at a New 
South Wales gaming com-
mission inquiry that the 
claim was incorrect. “The 
junket operations were 
not part of that listed com-
pany,” he said, as reported 
by the Australian newspa-
per.

Preston said that Crown’s 
junket partnership was ac-
tually with Alvin Chau, the 
high-profile junket operator 
who chairs the Hong Kong-
-listed company.

According to Preston, 
the board was made aware 

of the error days after the 
release, but they had not 
corrected it to his knowle-
dge. There is no suggestion 
that the board intended 
the statement to be mislea-
ding, according to the Syd-
ney Morning Herald.

Suncity Group Holdings 
Limited is a company listed 
on the main board of the 
Hong Kong Stock Exchange 
and is primarily engaged 
with the development of 
residential and commercial 
properties, providing hotel 
and integrated resort ma-
nagement, and consultancy 
services.

However, the gambling 
promotion activities as-
sociated with the Sunci-
ty name are managed by 
the Macau-based Suncity 
Group. According to the 
company’s website, its VIP 
entertainment services 
have a foothold in the Ma-

cau SAR, South Korea, Viet-
nam, Cambodia and the 
Philippines.

The newspaper adver-
tisement was published in 
July last year in response to 
the findings of a joint inves-
tigation by Australian media 
sources The Age, the Sydney 
Morning Herald and 60 Mi-
nutes. They alleged Crown 
Resorts’ junket partners had 
links to organized crime 
and money laundering.

The inquiry is being con-
ducted to assess Crown’s 
suitability to hold a license 
for a new hotel and casino 
nearing completion at Syd-
ney’s Barangaroo.

Additional law enforce-
ment investigations into 
Crown regarding other ma-
tters are running in parallel 
with the inquiry, including 
alleged links to money laun-
dering activities via its part-
ners. DB

GAMING | AUSTRALIA

Crown admits newspaper 
ad included false claims

Gov’t collaborates with 
gaming operators to 
promote in Beijing

High school students remember 
China-Japan conflict at war exhibition
JULIE ZHU

STUDENTS at yesterday’s ope-
ning of a history exhibition 

pledged to enhance their know-
ledge of the Second World War, 
specifically the Japanese invasion 
of China. The exhibition, themed 
“In Commemoration of the 75th 
Anniversary of the Victory of the 
Chinese People’s War of Resistan-
ce Against Japanese Aggression 
and the World Anti-Fascist War,” 
kicked off yesterday at the Tap 
Seac Gallery.

Organized by the Macao Fou-
ndation and the Oral History As-
sociation of Macao, the exhibi-
tion showcases approximately 70 
historical pictures that show how 
the Chinese defeated the Japane-
se during the Second World War. 
The pictures also feature Macau 
people participating in the fight 
against Japan. This allows visi-
tors to learn how Macau residents 
contributed to the victory of the 
Chinese people.

The organizers and their su-
pporting organizations, including 
the Liaison Office, hope that the 
exhibition will enhance patriotic 
education amongst the Macau 
public.

Approximately 50 studen-
ts from several local secondary 
schools, including the Yuet Wah 
College and the Escola Hou Kong, 

attended the opening ceremony 
where they listened to a guide ex-
plain the exhibition.

During the tour, several stu-
dents shared their thoughts on 
the exhibition with the media. 

One of the students, surna-
med Ao Ieong, said that sensing 
the hardship of the ancestors 
who fought in the war and seeing 
pictures of the Nanjing Massa-
cre deeply touched him. They 
made him compare people’s li-

ves during the wartime and those 
today. The student commented 
that “the motherland will not be 
bullied only when it is strong.”

Another student, surnamed 
Chan, learnt about Macau’s in-
volvement in the war, saying 
that he could not imagine what 
Macau’s situation was like at that 
time.  

According to a student surna-
med Vong from Yuet Wah Colle-
ge, these students applied to the 

school to be at the exhibition’s 
opening ceremony.

Speaking to the Macau Daily 
Times, Angel Iek, a student from 
Escola Hou Kong, applauded the 
exhibition as it supplemented her 
knowledge regarding this specific 
part of history.

“Actually, we have also lear-
ned about this part of the history 
in the school’s history classes. 
Through the exhibition and the 
guide’s explanation, I have new 

knowledge and understanding 
regarding this segment of his-
tory,” said Iek.

“Even though we can’t change 
this segment of history, we will 
not forget it.” 

Crystal Ng, who is also a stu-
dent from Escola Hou Kong, said 
that this exhibition was more 
touching than a history textbook 
because it has many pictures.

“Pictures make us feel the bit-
terness and the gallantry of figh-
ters during this segment of history 
in a more direct way. I feel fortuna-
te that we live in a happy and pea-
ceful era, but I also feel pity that 
we lost such brave warriors during 
this time of history,” said Ng. She 
thanked her school for letting 
students take the time to visit the 
exhibition during school hours.

The exhibition will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. until Sep-
tember 9. 

This year, the SAR government 
will open a national security edu-
cation museum that aims to pro-
vide the city with a permanent 
patriotic exhibition.

Speaking to the Times at yester-
day’s opening ceremony, William 
Choi, president of the Association 
of Culture and Art of Macau, said 
that “Macau still does not have 
enough of these kinds of exhibi-
tions” and that he wants more of 
them. 
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A conference on coope-
ration between main-

land and Macau enterpri-
ses was held online yes-
terday, drawing the par-
ticipation of government 
officials, business interests 
and investment promo-
ters, who explored ways to 
support the industrial and 
commercial sectors in the 
two jurisdictions, while co-
ping with the impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Participants also used 
the conference to exchan-
ge views on the develop-
ment of Greater Bay Area 
and the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative, both major policy 
objectives of China that 
involve the governments 
of the Pearl River Delta re-
gion.

Among the participants 

MAINLAND officials 
say they are using 

big data to identify Chi-
nese residents planning to 
go overseas for gambling 
purposes and have pre-
vented them from leaving 
the country.

The controls are being 
applied to people who are 
suspected of being invol-
ved in gambling or gam-
bling-related businesses, 
said Ji Lixia, deputy direc-
tor of Beijing Immigration 
Inspection, in a Wednes-
day press briefing, accor-
ding to gaming news web-
site GGRAsia.

Ji said that her depart-
ment was working to tack-
le cross-border gambling 
activities and warned Chi-
nese travelers not to gam-
ble while abroad.

from Macau were Secre-
tary for Economy and Fi-
nance Lei Wai Nong and 
the President of Macao 
Trade and Investment Pro-
motion Institute (IPIM), 

Last week, China esta-
blished a blacklist system 
for cross-border gam-
bling tourist destinations, 
saying that gambling acti-
vities were disrupting the 
country’s outbound travel 
market and endangering 
residents’ lives and pro-
perties.

Investment analysts 
say that Macau is likely 
not considered a “cross-
-border” gaming jurisdic-
tion. 

In the past year, Chi-
na has also condemned 
offshore hubs of online 
casino operators that tar-
get mainland Chinese pa-
trons. Reports about these 
operations in places such 
as Cambodia and the Phi-
lippines suggest it is alrea-
dy big business. DB

Lau Wai Meng.
In his speech, the Ma-

cau Secretary called on 
business associations in 
Macau to work with the 
local government to revita-

lize the city’s economy and 
strengthen cooperation 
with mainland China’s pro-
vinces and municipalities.

Lau said that the epide-
mic has brought greater 
impact to businesses that 
rely on a traditional offline 
operation model. The IPIM 
President said that, in or-
der to help enterprises un-
derstand the latest develo-
pments of the market, his 
bureau has held a number 
of online workshops and 
seminars covering various 
topics including participa-
tion in the Greater Bay Area 
and Belt and Road Initiati-
ve projects.

According to organi-
zers, a total of 180 online 
viewers from various sec-
tors participated in the 
event. DB

Mainland-Macau conference explores 
post-Covid future for business

China using big data 
to tackle ‘cross-
border’ gambling

Macau universities retain positions 
in global university rankings
LYNZY VALLES 

T
HE Macau University 
of Science and Techno-
logy (MUST) and the 
University of Macau 

(UM) have retained their places 
on the 2021 Times Higher Edu-
cation (THE) ranking.

MUST, which ranked 32nd 
in Asia, is the best universi-
ty in Macau, followed by the 
UM in 37th position. They are 
the only institutions from Ma-
cau featured in the ranking. 
MUST’s position in Asia is due 
to it being ranked in 251st to 
300th in the world ranking.

MUST’s highest ranking 
came from the International 
Outlook category where it sco-
red 100 points, followed by Ci-
tations, scoring 86.3.

For Research and Teaching, 
MUST scored at 23.6 and 29.7 
respectively out of 100 points. 

UM, meanwhile, ranked 
301st to 350th. The university 
scored slightly higher in Resear-
ch and Teaching, with 35.5 and 
30.0 points respectively.

It scored 99.3 and 64.8 for 
International Outlook and Cita-
tions respectively. 

In 2015, the university was 
ranked 276th to 300th.

Meanwhile, universities from 
mainland China have secured 
the top two spots in THE’s Asia 
University Rankings for the first 
time since it began in 2013.

Tsinghua University, the first 
Chinese university to achieve 
the top spot, has maintained its 
number one position this year. 
Meanwhile, Peking University 
rose from fifth to second place.  

Mainland Chinese universi-
ties claimed three of the top 10 
positions for the first time ever 
this year, with the University 
of Science and Technology of 
China and South Korea’s Sun-
gkyunkwan University tied at 
10th place.

“[The] Chinese mainland’s 
dominance is truly cemented 
by achieving the top two spots 
for the first time in the rankin-

gs,” said THE’s Chief Knowledge 
Officer Phil Baty.  

“China has been ahead of a 
lot of Asian nations in prioriti-
zing the knowledge economy, 
prioritizing investment in great 
universities, that included of 
course financial investment to 
very […] high levels, but also 
reform to make sure that aca-
demics, scholars of China are 
incentivized […] on producing 
high quality work,” he added.

According to Baty, the world 
will see more Chinese scholars 
producing research at high le-
vels in leading journals, which 
will further improve Chinese 

universities’ rankings.
The National University 

of Singapore ranked third in 
the Asia University Rankings, 
followed by the University of 
Hong Kong and the Hong Kong 
University of Science and Tech-
nology.

The University of Oxford 
topped this year’s World Uni-
versity Rankings 2021, followed 
by Stanford University, Harvard 
University and California Insti-
tute of Technology.

The rankings, which were 
revealed yesterday, include the 
best colleges and universities in 
Asia, featuring institutions from 

30 territories and regions.
The ranking classifies resear-

ch-intensive universities using 
their core missions of teaching, 
research, knowledge transfer 
and international outlook. The 
2021 rankings include more 
than 1,500 universities across 
93 countries and regions, 
making them the largest and 
most diverse university rankin-
gs to date.

The Asia University Rankings 
are based on the same 13 per-
formance indicators as THE’s 
World University Rankings, re-
calibrated to reflect the region’s 
unique characteristics.

IPIM President Lau Wai Meng delivers a speech at the conference
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rated the 75th anniversary 

of the end of World War II in the 
Pacific, during which it endured 
a brutal invasion and occupation 
of much of its territory by Japan. 

Communist Party leader and 
head of state Xi Jinping led go-
vernment officials in a minute of 
silence and presentation of floral 
wreaths at a memorial hall de-
dicated to soldiers and civilians 
who participated in the struggle. 

Japan launched a full-on in-
vasion of China in 1937, marked 
by urban warfare and atrocities 
such as the notorious Rape of 
Nanking. 

While armies under Nationa-
list Party leader Chiang Kai-shek 
fought most of the major battles, 
Communist Party guerrillas un-
der Mao Zedong forced Japan 
to divert soldiers and resources 
from battlefields elsewhere with 
low-level engagements. 

Although Japan formally sur-
rendered aboard the USS Mis-
souri on Sept.2, 1945, China 
marks the end of the war on Sept. 
3 when it first held nationwide 
celebrations. 

The Communists swept to 

power in 1949 following renewed 
civil war against the Nationalists 
and continue to uphold the stru-
ggle against Japan as a source of 
their legitimacy to rule. Chiang 
relocated his Republic of China 
government to Taiwan, where it 

continues to enjoy strong thou-
gh unofficial U.S. support after 
making a transition to full de-
mocracy more than two decades 
again. 

The relatively low-key com-
memoration reflects social dis-

tancing rules in place during the 
coronavirus outbreak and con-
trasts sharply with how China has 
marked other significant anni-
versaries, including a lavish mi-
litary parade through the center 
of Beijing last Oct. 1 to mark the 

70th anniversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic. 

Earlier on Thursday, Xi told 
Russian leader Vladimir Putin 
that he wanted to work for “in-
ternational fairness and justice,” 
the official Xinhua News Agency 
reported. 

The exchange of messages 
was intended to commemorate 
the joint struggle of China and 
the former Soviet Union against 
the Axis powers, and also unders-
cores the close cooperation over 
recent years between China and 
Russia in resisting the influence 
of Washington and the democra-
tic West. 

The two nations should use 
the 75 anniversary of the war’s 
end as an “opportunity to lead 
their countries towards deeper 
comprehensive strategic coor-
dination,” Xinhua quoted Xi as 
saying. 

“He also suggested that the 
two sides make concerted efforts 
with the international communi-
ty to actively uphold and practice 
multilateralism,” Xinhua said, re-
ferencing China’s standard term 
for resisting American and Wes-
tern influence. AP

China commemorates 75th 
anniversary of end of Pacific War
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HUIZHONG WU, TAIPEI

T
HE Czech Senate presi-
dent met with Taiwanese 
leader Tsai Ing-wen and 
other top government 

officials yesterday during a rare 
trip by a foreign dignitary to the 
self-ruled democratic island that 
rival China called an “open provo-
cation.” 

Tsai presented a medal for Jaros-
lav Kubera, the late predecessor of 
Czech Senate President Milos Vys-
trcil. 

Kubera died in January before 
making the trip, and Vystrcil said 
China’s pressure, including a war-
ning from the Chinese Embassy 
against congratulating Tsai on her 
reelection, contributed to his deci-
sion to travel to the island.

Tsai called Kubera a “great 
friend” and gave a nod to Vystrcil’s 
speech Tuesday, saying his words 
“I’m a Taiwanese” had touched 
many hearts. 

“Our actions are telling friends 
in Europe and all over the world, 
whether Taiwanese or Czechs, we 
will not succumb to oppression, 
will bravely speak up, actively par-
ticipate in international affairs, and 
contribute our capabilities,” she 
said. 

Beijing is furious about the 
Czech delegation’s visit, with the 
foreign ministry summoning the 
Czech Republic’s ambassador 

to lodge stern representations 
and saying the trip amounted to 
“flagrant support of Taiwan inde-
pendence.” China claims Taiwan 
as its own territory and strongly 
objects to any official contact 
between other countries and the 

self-governing island.
China’s Foreign Minister Wang 

Yi said earlier this week that Vystr-
cil’s visit is an “open provocation.”

“China must tell the Czech Se-
nate leader: You’ve crossed the 
line!” Wang said.

Vystrcil and Taiwan’s foreign 
minister also refuted China’s war-
nings. 

“I do not feel I have crossed any 
red line whatsoever,” Vystrcil said 
in response to reporters’ questions 
yesterday. “We did not do anything 

that would be an infringement of 
the One China policy.”

He added, “every country has 
the right to interpret the One China 
principle in their own way.”

“We are here to stay and Taiwan 
is not going anywhere,” Taiwan’s 
Foreign Minister Joseph Wu said. 
“Taiwan is trying to maintain the 
status quo and the status quo is 
that Taiwan does not belong to 
China. Taiwan is governed by its 
own people.”

Vystrcil and Wu announced 
further cooperation in business, 
scientific research and democratic 
exchange. 

Vystrcil announced the forma-
tion of a working group from the 
Czech side dedicated to coopera-
tion on the economy and cyberse-
curity.

Tensions between the Czech Re-
public and China have simmered 
since a dispute between their ca-
pitals last year. They ended a sister-
-cities agreement because Beijing 
had wanted Prague to agree to the 
“One China” principle, which says 
Taiwan is part of China.  AP

Czech Senate president meets 
Taiwan leader; Beijing protests

The Czech Senate President Milos Vystrcil gives a press conference in Taipei
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A report sponsored by the government has suggested 
homosexual behaviour between consenting adults should 
no longer be a criminal offence.

The proposal is the principal and most controversial re-
commendation put forward by the 13-member committee 
chaired by Sir John Wolfenden, Vice-Chancellor of Reading 
University, investigating the current law on homosexuality 
and prostitution.

The first print of 5,000 copies of the 155-page “Report 
on Homosexual Offences and Prostitution” - known as the 
Wolfenden report - sold out within hours of publication.

After its three-year long inquiry, the Committee on Ho-
mosexual Offences and Prostitution in Great Britain came 
to the conclusion that outlawing homosexuality impinged 
upon civil liberties.

It said society and the law should respect “individual free-
dom of actions in matters of private morality” and stressed 
it was neither condoning nor condemning homosexual 
acts.

Ultimately, private morality or immorality was “not the 
law’s business”.

It defined “adult” as being a person over the age of 21 and 
that such acts should be decriminalised only if they took 
place “in private” and with consent.

Under current law, various homosexual offences can in-
cur anything from a £5 fine to life imprisonment.

The committee also made recommendations to “clean 
up the streets” of London and other major cities of pros-
titutes by introducing much higher penalties for soliciting.

But the report did acknowledge that by forcing prostitu-
tes off the streets there could be a rise in the number of “call 
girls” and small ads in newspapers referring to “masseuses, 
“models” or “companions”.

The Wolfenden committee included three women, jud-
ges, doctors, MPs, lawyers and ministers of religion.

Only one expressed his reservation on relaxing the law on 
homosexuality - James Adair, formerly Procurator-General 
at Glasgow. He believed it would be regarded by many ho-
mosexuals as “condoning or licensing licentiousness”.

Courtesy BBC News

1957 Homosexuality ‘sHould 
               not be a crime’

In context

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Goeffrey Fisher, sup-
ported the Wolfenden report’s recommendation to de-
criminalise male homosexuality. (There was never a law 
against sex between women, so never one to repeal.)
He was joined by the British Medical Association, the 
Howard League for Penal Reform and the National As-
sociation of Probation Officers.
But the government rejected the proposal. Homosexual 
men would have to wait another ten years before the law 
permitted sexual relations between adults over the age 
of 21 - “in private” and not at all among members of the 
Merchant Navy or Armed Forces.
In Scotland sex between two men was not decriminal-
ised until 1980.
The age of consent for gay men was lowered to 18 in 
1994.
A law equalising the age of consent for gay men in 
line with that for heterosexual adults to 16 was forced 
through parliament in February 2000.
Sir John Wolfenden became director of the British Mu-
seum (1969-1973) and was made a life peer in 1974. He 
died in 1985.

this day in historyGERMANY

Soviet-era nerve agent 
used on Russia’s Navalny
GEIR MOULSON, BERLIN

R
USSIAN opposi-
tion leader Alexei 
Navalny was poiso-
ned with the same 

type of Soviet-era nerve 
agent used in a 2018 attack 
on a former Russian spy, the 
German government said 
yesterday [Macau time], pro-
voking outrage from Wes-
tern leaders who demanded 
Moscow provide an explana-
tion. 

The findings — which 
experts say point strongly to 
Russian state involvement 
— added to tensions be-
tween Russia and the West. 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel called Navalny’s poi-
soning attempted murder, 
meant to silence one of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Pu-
tin’s fiercest critics.

The Berlin hospital trea-
ting the dissident said he re-
mains on a ventilator though 
his condition is improving. 
It said it expects a long re-
covery and still can’t rule 
out long-term effects on his 
health from the poisoning.

The German govern-
ment said that testing by a 
German military laboratory 
showed “proof without dou-
bt of a chemical nerve agent 
from the Novichok group.” 
British authorities identified 
Novichok as the poison used 
on former spy Sergei Skripal 
and his daughter in England.

“There are very serious 
questions now that only the 
Russian government can 
answer, and must answer,” 
Merkel said. 

The United Kingdom and 
Italy also called on Russia 
to explain what happened, 
with British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson calling the 
use of a chemical weapon 
“outrageous.” In Washing-
ton, National Security Cou-
ncil spokesman John Ullyot 
tweeted that it was “comple-
tely reprehensible.”

“We will work with allies 
and the international com-
munity to hold those in Rus-
sia accountable, wherever 
the evidence leads,” Ullyot 
said.

The European Union’s fo-
reign affairs chief, Josep Bor-
rell, said any use of chemical 
weapons was “a breach of 
international law.” 

Navalny, a politician and 
corruption investigator, fell 
ill on a flight to Moscow on 

Aug. 20 and was taken to 
a hospital in the Siberian 
city of Omsk after the plane 
made an emergency lan-
ding. 

He was moved two days 
later to Berlin’s Charite hos-
pital, where doctors last week 
said initial tests indicated 
Navalny had been poisoned. 

German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas said the Russian 
ambassador was summo-
ned to his ministry after the 
latest findings.

Russia’s deputy U.N. am-
bassador, Dmitry Polyansky, 
dismissed the finger poin-
ting as a knee-jerk reaction. 
“Today accusing #Russia is 
a must-do for any Western 
country,” he said in a tweet.

In Moscow, Russian au-
thorities were quick to bla-
me Germany for not sharing 
its findings.

Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov said Russian 
authorities are “ready and 
interested in full coopera-
tion and exchange of in-
formation” with Germany 
but added that Berlin still 
hasn’t provided any official 
response to formal requests 
from the Russian prosecutor 
general’s office and doctors 
who treated Navalny. 

Peskov reiterated that 
Russian doctors didn’t find 
any poisonous substances 
in Navalny’s system. Russian 
Foreign Ministry spokeswo-
man Maria Zakharova char-
ged on state TV that Ger-
many preferred “public sta-
tements without providing 
any facts whatsoever” to “a 
thorough investigation.”

The German government 

said it would inform its part-
ners in the European Union 
and NATO about the test 
results and would consult 
them on a response. Ger-
many also will contact the 
Organization for the Prohi-
bition of Chemical Weapons.

Shortly after the test re-
sults were announced, the 
Charite hospital said that 
Navalny is still in intensive 
care but “continues to im-
prove.”

“Recovery is likely to be 
lengthy,” it said in a state-
ment. “It is still too early to 
gauge the long-term effects, 
which may arise in relation 
to this severe poisoning.”

Andrea Sella, a professor 
of inorganic chemistry at 
University College London, 
said Navalny’s prognosis is 
hard to predict. He said that 
“very swift action” is nee-
ded to stabilize patients in 
poisoning cases and noted 
the “significant delay,” given 
that Navalny was initially 
cared for by Russian doctors 
who said they had ruled out 
poisoning.

“The problem is that even 
if Mr Navalny were to survive 
there may be lingering long-
-term neurological issues,” 
Sella said. 

Navalny’s allies in Russia 
have insisted he was delibe-
rately poisoned by the coun-
try’s authorities, accusations 
that the Kremlin has rejected 
as “empty noise.” 

“To poison Navalny with 
Novichok in 2020 would be 
exactly the same as leaving 
an autograph at a crime sce-
ne, like this one,” Navalny’s 
longtime ally and strategist 

Leonid Volkov said in a tweet 
that featured a photo of Pu-
tin’s name and a signature 
next to it.

It would not be the first 
time a prominent, outs-
poken Russian was targeted  
in such a way — or the first 
time the Kremlin was accu-
sed of being behind it.

Navalny’s allies have also 
accused Russian authorities 
of delaying his transfer out of 
the country after the poiso-
ning. It took much wrangling 
and 48 hours to move Naval-
ny to Berlin. Local doctors at 
the time said he was too uns-
table to be transported, and 
the Kremlin said it would de-
fer to the physicians.

The Siberian medical 
team relented only after a 
charity that had organized 
a medevac plane revealed 
that German doctors who 
examined the politician said 
he was stable enough to be 
moved.

The reversal came as 
international pressure on 
Moscow mounted substan-
tially.

“The system has long lost 
its ability to operate in an op-
timal way. It had to choose 
between the scandal related 
to Navalny’s (possible) death 
in Omsk and the risk of the 
poisoning being discovered 
by German doctors,” politi-
cal analyst Abbas Gallyamov 
said.

Novichok is a class of mi-
litary-grade nerve agents de-
veloped by the Soviet Union 
at the end of the Cold War. 
Western weapons experts 
believe it was only ever ma-
nufactured in Russia. AP

Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny speaks to the media prior to a court session in Moscow last year
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Just ___!; 5- Caesar’s wings; 9- Straight; 13- Comic Rudner; 14- Cheek 

cosmetic; 16- What’s left; 17- Clanton foe; 18- Crest; 19- To ___ (perfectly); 20- Iowa 
city; 21- “___ tu” (Verdi aria); 22- Waterways; 24- Dies ___; 26- Increase in height 
or number; 27- Sharp-edged instrument; 29- Unmatched; 33- Renaissance fiddle; 
34- Plastic or liberal, e.g.; 35- Cpls.’ superiors; 36- Turkish honorific; 37- Puff up; 38- 
Nonsense; 39- Burmese, Manx, and Scottish Fold; 41- Circular band; 42- Unfolds; 
44- Optional; 46- Young purrer; 47- Commedia dell’___; 48- Be dependent; 49- 
Delicate morsel of food; 52- Visit; 53- Snakes; 57- Hunk; 58- Cessation; 60- Swag; 
61- Yorkshire river; 62- Rub out or remove from memory; 63- Langston Hughes 
poem; 64- Tear apart; 65- Antiquing agent; 66- “A Doll’s House” heroine;
 
DOWN: 1- Neck of the woods; 2- Former name of Thailand; 3- French 101 verb; 4- 
Overturn; 5- Debt that remains unpaid; 6- French wine valley; 7- Autobahn auto; 8- 
The fruit of a hen; 9- Makes journeys; 10- 
Network of nerves; 11- Addict; 12- French 
summers; 15- Most strange; 23- Neighbor 
of Leb.; 25- Mythical bird; 26- Put a new 
price on; 27- Stately; 28- Lessen; 29- Lying 
flat; 30- Everglades bird; 31- Rocklike; 
32- Fast fliers; 33- Speed contest; 34- In 
play; 37- Fragile; 40- Healed over, like a 
scrape; 42- Black gold; 43- Saliva enzyme; 
45- Prefix with athlete; 46- Prison warden; 
48- Employ again; 49- Boris Godunov, for 
one; 50- Rival of Bjorn; 51- Mend with rows 
of stitches; 52- All-male; 54- And ___ bed; 
55- Wanting; 56- Portico; 59- Noteworthy 
period;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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   shower                 

   clear                  

   overcast               

   cloudy                 

   shower                 

   clear                  

   shower                 

   thundershower          
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Balancing your family evenly with 
your career isn’t always required. 
On days like today, it will be 
clear which one should take 
top priority. You can’t let good 
opportunities pass you by. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You’ll be able to focus more on 
the exhilarating aspects of  the 
unknown and less on the scary 
aspects of  it. You’re about to learn 
about qualities you never knew 
you had.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
People have been making a lot 
of  assumptions about you lately, 
and today you need to clear up 
some of  their confused ideas. Let 
them know who you are and what 
you’re all about.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Things are about to equalize in 
your life, so get ready to enjoy 
a healthier, more balanced 
period. This is a great time to 
examine one of  your closer 
relationships.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Try not to blush too much, 
because you’re going to be thrust 
onto center stage and you’ll 
need to look as responsible and 
composed as everyone thinks you 
are! 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Not to worry. No one can come 
up with ideas quite like the ones 
you come up with, so you can be 
confident that you will always be 
able to impress the people you 
need to impress.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Watch out for people who say one 
thing and do another, no matter how 
powerful they are. You don’t have to 
call them out on their hypocrisy, but 
you do have to avoid sharing any of  
your secrets with them!

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You might not realize it, but you 
make a very good role model. 
The younger people in your 
life could learn a lot from your 
ideas and attitudes, so why not 
be more open with them?

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Quick fixes don’t work for long, so 
you can expect some of  your haste 
to come back to haunt you unless 
you double-check your work. Save 
yourself  some headaches later by 
getting things right the first time.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Give it time, and you will begin 
to feel much more comfortable 
with them. Now is the time to 
reach out and connect with other 
people, even the ones you don’t 
think you’ll like.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Don’t give them a second 
thought for now. Then it will 
be easy for you to get back into 
the rhythm of  the day and get 
the things done that you need 
to do.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Having a block of  time in 
which you can control things 
down to the minute will let 
you feel more powerful in 
your life even as things are 
changing.

  Aquarius Pisces



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
04.09.2020 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
BUSINESS 經濟

10

 ad

K-shaped recovery in emerging 
markets sees rich get richer
SIMON FLINT & LIVIA YAP

EMERGING markets are being 
split apart by an increasingly 

K-shaped recovery.
Stocks and currencies from 

wealthier developing nations 
have outperformed their poo-
rer peers since the coronavirus 
outbreak. The gulf may even get 
wider if the pandemic leads to 
deeper recessions in the most di-
sadvantaged countries.

As long as the virus lasts the 
K-shaped divergence will conti-
nue, said Rob Subbaraman, global 
head of macro research at Nomu-
ra Holdings Inc. in Singapore. “In 
the EM world with rapidly rising 
debt and deep recessions, the cost 
of servicing debt is going to get 
more burdensome and we cannot 
rule out some financial crises or 
major debt restructuring.”

A Bloomberg study of 17 emer-
ging markets has found a 42% cor-
relation between gross domestic 
product per capita and stock per-
formance since the virus-fueled 
risk sell-off began on Jan. 20 until 
early this week. The correlation 
between GDP per capita and cur-
rency returns was 31%.

Wealthier emerging markets 

have been better placed to rebou-
nd from the March sell-off due to 
more advanced technology and 
governance that have given them 
greater flexibility to respond to the 
pandemic. They have been able to 
limit the impact of lockdowns and 
social distancing, make larger fiscal 
responses, and are better equipped 
with the resources needed to curb 
the outbreak, such as hospitals, test 
centers and quarantine facilities.

Countries such as South Korea 
and Poland have seen the smallest 

increase in economic disruptions, 
according to an effective lock-
down index compiled by Gold-
man Sachs Group Inc. The gauge 
takes into account a combination 
of government restrictions that 
suppress activity and adds social 
distancing numbers based on 
Google mobility data. There has 
been a negative correlation of 54% 
between Goldman’s gauges and 
per capita GDP. In turn, countries 
with the lowest lockdown index 
have tended to see the best stock 

market and currency performan-
ce.

The rich-poor divide among 
emerging markets is widest in 
Asia. The stock returns from the 
four economies with per capita 
GDP above $10,000 last year - Chi-
na, South Korea, Taiwan and Ma-
laysia - has been 20% above that 
of the nations which fall below 
that level, including India, Indo-
nesia, the Philippines and Thai-
land. While this is partly due to the 
number of technology companies 

listed in the former countries, it is 
also due to the fact that authori-
ties there have been able to spend 
more to reassure citizens and in-
vestors.

South Korea’s fiscal response 
to the pandemic, including three 
supplementary budgets, totals 
270 trillion won ($228 billion), or 
about 14% of GDP, providing su-
pport to the stock market even as 
the local outbreak has worsened. 
In contrast, the Philippine gover-
nment has said it’s unable to fund 
the 1.3 trillion pesos ($27 billion) 
stimulus package approved in 
June. The nation’s stock market is 
the region’s worst performer this 
year, dropping more than 25%.

True, some emerging-market 
central banks such as India and 
Thailand may be deliberately 
seeking to hold back their cur-
rencies, but this represents only a 
relatively small proportion of the 
overall underperformance.

Looking ahead, lower rates 
of infection, greater policy spa-
ce, and stronger health services 
may help more affluent countries 
maintain their lead in the econo-
mic recovery.

Richer emerging economies 
are likely to gain access to effec-
tive coronavirus vaccines sooner, 
following the steps of wealthy 
developed nations. There is even 
a risk bigger economies will mo-
nopolize supply, a scenario that 
played out in the 2009 swine flu 
pandemic. BLOOMBERG
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Joachim Loew’s German national team will kick off the games today against Spain

FOOTBALL

Nations League offers late start 
in 2020 for national teams
GRAHAM DUNBAR, GENEVA

E
UROPE’S national 
teams will play their first 
games of 2020 when the 
UEFA Nations League 

campaign starts this week in sta-
diums without fans. 

Kicking off with a meeting be-
tween recent World Cup winners 
Germany and Spain today [Ma-
cau time], and ending next Tues-
day with a rematch of the 2018 
final between France and Croa-
tia, there is plenty of high-quality 
matchups on the program. 

Still, few would be surprised if 
some of the 54 games scheduled 
over six days can’t be played. 

Players on the 55 national 
teams flying around the conti-
nent face mandatory pregame 
tests for COVID-19, with UEFA 
rules giving local authorities 
power to quarantine people and 
shut down games.

Paul Pogba is already missing, 
left out of the French camp last 
week after a positive test. 

UEFA has back-up plans to 

draw lots to determine the result 
if a game can’t be played and nei-
ther team is to blame. 

A team judged at fault for a 
game being canceled can be for-
ced to forfeit a 3-0 loss, which 
has already happened in Europa 
League and Champions League 
qualifying. Those UEFA rulin-
gs have been challenged at the 

Court of Arbitration for Sport. 
The stakes are arguably higher 

now as 2020-21 Nations League 
groups feed into European quali-
fying playoffs for the 2022 World 
Cup in Qatar.

UEFA is the only soccer con-
federation using this upcoming 
international window for games, 
with the rest having postponed 

their schedules because of the 
pandemic. 

The inaugural Nations League 
two years ago was a clear suc-
cess as the group stage produ-
ced competitive games between 
teams of a similar level instead of 
unpopular friendlies. 

It also let UEFA spread hun-
dreds of millions of euros 
(dollars) from unified commer-
cial deals among member fede-
rations.

This time, the most influential 
countries wanted more games, 
and so the groups for the highes-
t-ranked teams in League A have 
been expanded from three teams 
to four, playing six games each. 
That also saved Germany and 
Croatia from relegation to Lea-
gue B. 

UEFA has retained the for-
mat of having the four League 
A group winners advance to a 
mini-tournament the next year 
hosted by a participating team. 
Host Portugal won the first tro-
phy in June 2019.

However, with the 2020 Eu-

ropean Championship having 
been rescheduled to next June-
-July, it is unclear when the Na-
tions League final four can be 
staged. The schedule for 2021 
must also include World Cup 
qualifying games.

The final Nations League 
standings will send two teams 
into UEFA’s World Cup qualifying 
playoffs planned for March 2022. 

With the new season delayed 
by the pandemic, the national 
team games will be staged befo-
re many domestic leagues have 
even begun. The English Premier 
League and Spain’s La Liga start 
on Sept. 12.

Germany hosting Spain in 
Stuttgart is the pick of opening 
night, when Ukraine and Swit-
zerland play in the same group.

The revived Netherlands team 
hosts Italy on Monday without 
coach Ronald Koeman after his 
move to Barcelona. Poland and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina complete 
the group.

Top-ranked Belgium opens 
at Denmark on Saturday in the 
same Copenhagen stadium 
where they will meet next June 
at Euro 2020. England’s visit to 
Iceland will be the first meeting 
between the two since England’s 
embarrassing exit at Euro 2016.

France’s group also includes 
European champion Portugal, 
and they will play a rematch of 
their Euro 2016 final at Stade de 
France on Oct. 11. AP
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Hong Kong mass testing 
finds only few cases

Only six people in Hong Kong have tested positive for the coro-
navirus out of a batch of 128,000 residents who had undergone the 
mass-testing program that began on Tuesday.

Four of the six were previous coronavirus patients who had been 
discharged last month, and still carried traces of the virus when they 
were tested.

As of yesterday, 850,000 people in the city of 7.5 million had registered 
to take part in the weeklong program that offers all residents a one-time, 
free coronavirus test as the city seeks to identify silent carriers of the virus.

The low number of positive cases found so far has drawn cri-
ticism that the government’s universal testing program was not 
cost effective amid privacy concerns and fears that DNA data 
could be sent to mainland China.

Hong Kong saw its third and worst surge of coronavirus infections 
in early July.

Apart from the six people, Hong Kong reported eight other corona-
virus infections yesterday. In total, it has reported 4,839 confirmed 
cases with 93 deaths.

OPINION
World Views
Ferdinando Giugliano, Bloomberg

Japan Rescuers were 
searching yesterday for 
a livestock ship carrying 
42 crew members that a 
survivor said sank during 
rough weather a day 
earlier off a southern 
Japanese island, the 
coast guard said. The 
Filipino crew member was 
rescued late Wednesday 
after Japanese navy 
P-3C surveillance aircraft 
spotted him wearing a 
life vest and waving while 
bobbing in the water. He is 
currently hospitalized but 
in good health.

Australia’s hot spot State 
of Victoria yesterday 
recorded its second 
consecutive day of 
increased Covid-19 
cases. The state health 
department said there had 
been 113 new infections 
and 15 deaths in the latest 
24-hour period. There 
were 90 new infections 
and six deaths recorded 
on Wednesday. There 
were only 70 new cases on 
Tuesday, the lowest tally 
since June.

Australia A pregnant 
woman says she didn’t 
know she was breaking 
any law when she was 
handcuffed by police in 
front of her children and 
led away in her pajamas 
for allegedly inciting 
people to demonstrate 
against the state’s 
pandemic lockdown. Zoe 
Buhler’s partner helped 
her live stream the arrest 
on Wednesday at her 
home where she lives with 
two children aged 3 and 4 
in the city of Ballarat. 

US With just two 
months left until the U.S. 
presidential election, 
Facebook says it is 
taking more steps to 
encourage voting, 
minimize misinformation 
and reduce the likelihood 
of post-election “civil 
unrest.” The company 
said it will restrict new 
political ads in the week 
before the election and 
remove posts that convey 
misinformation about 
COVID-19 and voting. 
It will also attach links to 
official results to posts 
from candidates and 
campaigns that declare 
premature victories.
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Iceland has very 
good news about 
coronavirus immunity

The emergence of a handful of people rein-
fected by SARS-Cov-2 — including individuals 
in Hong Kong, Italy and the U.S. — has sparked 
panic over the future course of the pandemic.

It’s not difficult to see why. One of the great 
hopes in tackling the new coronavirus is that 
partial herd immunity can slow its spread, as 
the number of cases continues to rise globally. A 
vaccine — seen as the real game changer in the 
fight against the pathogen — also relies on indu-
cing some form of long-lasting antibody reaction 
in inoculated individuals.

But what if immunity wanes, plunging huma-
nity into a never-ending cycle of relapses? This is 
the stuff of nightmares.

Fortunately, things may not be so bad. For now, 
there are very few cases of confirmed reinfec-
tions, suggesting they may be rare. Some doc-
tors also believe that most relapses will be mil-
der than the first infection. (That happened in 
the Hong Kong reinfection, although not in the 
U.S. case.) This weakening of the virus’s impact 
will depend on our body learning to fight it, for 
example via the development of suitable so-cal-
led T-cells.

A crucial question to gauge the risk of reinfec-
tion is how many individuals develop antibodies 
and how long they last. Some experts worry that 
only those who suffer the worst Covid-19 cases 
produce an immune response that’s both sizea-
ble enough and protracted enough to build up 
adequate antibodies. If this is true, the lucky 
ones who escape the worst symptoms — inclu-
ding most kids and young adults — will be more 
vulnerable to reinfection. 

A study on the pandemic in Iceland published 
in the New England Journal of Medicine offers 
some evidence to dispel such fears. The resear-
chers have looked at serum samples from 30,576 
individuals, using six different types of antibody 
testing (since different techniques often produce 
conflicting results).

The paper’s central findings are that, out of 
1,797 tested people who’d recovered from Covid, 
91.1% produced detectable levels of antibodies. 
Moreover, these levels hadn’t declined four mon-
ths after the diagnosis. The immune response 
was higher among older individuals — who are 
at greater risk of developing a more dangerous 
form of the coronavirus — and among those who 
presented the worst symptoms.

But the broader immune response is poten-
tially good news for the efficacy of any vaccine 
and appears to confirm that reinfections, at least 
shortly after the first illness, may indeed be rare.

While it’s also theoretically good news for herd 
immunity, that doesn’t mean we’re anywhere 
near achieving that happy state. It is thought 
that about 70% of a population would need to 
have antibodies to effectively stop the spread of 
the virus. The study estimates that less than 1% 
of the Icelandic population came in contact with 
SARS-CoV-2. This is even lower than the corres-
ponding estimates for Spain, the U.K. and Italy, 
and shows how far many countries are from 
group immunity.

It is also too early so say whether these antibo-
dy findings will hold over a longer time period. 
It’s possible that immunity will fade as time goes 
by, leaving us more exposed to the virus. But, 
for now, there’s no reason to fear the worst. The 
development of vaccines is happening at break-
neck speed, and available evidence shows the 
human body is indeed developing some form 
of protection. In a year of overwhelmingly grim 
news, this is very welcome.

EU unveils plan to 
secure raw materials, 
cut dependency
LORNE COOK, BRUSSELS

WORRIED by an in-
creasing dependency 

on the raw materials used 
to make smart phones, te-
levisions and energy-saving 
lights, the European Union 
yesterday launched a new 
strategy to secure access 
to rare earth minerals and 
to reduce reliance on su-
ppliers like Chile, China 
and South Africa.

The EU is predicted to 
need around 60 times more 
lithium and 15 times more 
cobalt for electric vehicle 
batteries and energy stora-
ge by 2050. Its demand for 
rare earth materials in per-
manent magnets used in 
several technologies could 
increase 10-fold over the 
same period.

The coronavirus pande-
mic is highlighting the wor-
ld’s increasing reliance on 
electronics and technology 
for remote work, education 
and communication, and 
the 27-nation EU enters a 
widening race to secure su-
pplies for its communica-
tions, health, defense and 
space sectors along with 
the United States, China 
and Japan. 

“We have to drastically 
change our approach,” 
European Commission 
Vice-President Maros Sef-
covic said. “We are largely 
dependent on unsustai-
nable raw materials from 
countries with much lower 

environmental and social 
standards, less freedoms, 
(and) poor, unsustainable 
economies.”

The EU gets around 
98% of its rare earth mi-
nerals from China. Turkey 
supplies 98% of its bora-
te, while Chile meets 78% 
of Europe’s lithium needs. 
South Africa provides 71% 
of its platinum. The Euro-
pean Commission believes 
that the EU’s mining poten-
tial is underused. 

“We need to diversify su-
pply and make better use 
of the resources within the 
European Union, where we 
would apply the highest 
environmental and social 
standards to that effect,” 
Sefcovic told reporters in 
Brussels.

The strategy aims to set 
up a European Raw Ma-

terials Alliance with in-
dustry, investors, the Eu-
ropean Investment Bank, 
EU member countries and 
others to help secure raw 
mineral supply chains. The 
commission wants to start 
a partnership with Cana-
da and interested African 
countries starting next year.

The EU also wants to 
study ways to reuse, repair 
and recycle products that 
use rare earth minerals. 
The commission said that 
while recycling works well 
in Europe, less than 1% of 
products containing the 
components are actually 
recovered to be treated.

The goal is to map the 
possible supply of critical 
raw materials in EU sto-
cks and waste, as well as to 
identify projects to help re-
cover them, by 2022. AP

European Commissioner for Internal Market Thierry Breton shows 
a map of Europe during an online press conference at the EU 

headquarters in Brussels

Coffinment. A man lays inside a mock coffin as punishment for violating city regulations 
requiring people to wear face masks in public places as a precaution against the new 

coronavirus outbreak in Jakarta, Indonesia, yesterday.
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