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South Korea The 
government relaxed 
its physical distancing 
guidelines in the Seoul 
metropolitan area, citing 
a downward trend in new 
infections and worries about 
public livelihoods. Under new 
distancing rules franchise 
cafes and bakeries are 
allowed to have customers 
drink and eat inside their 
shops while indoor gyms 
and after-school academics 
can reopen.

Japan Yoshihide Suga was 
elected as the new head 
of Japan’s ruling party 
yesterday, all but assuring 
that he will become the 
country’s new prime minister 
when a parliamentary 
election is held later in the 
week. Abe announced last 
month that he would resign 
due to health problems.

India reopened its Parliament 
after more than five 
months yesterday, even as 
the country continues to 
report the most daily new 
infections of the coronavirus 
in the world and daily virus 
deaths remain above 1,000. 
Lawmakers must wear 
masks and follow other 
sanitization protocols, sit 
on seats separated by 
transparent plastic sheets 
and keep their meetings 
limited.

Indonesia Main streets were 
less crowded as Indonesia’s 
capital began two weeks of 
social restrictions yesterday 
to curb a rise of coronavirus 
infections that has pushed 
its critical-care hospital 
capacity to unsafe levels. 
Social, economic, religious, 
cultural and academic 
activities will be restricted, 
with sectors like food, 
construction and banking, 
allowed to operate with 
health protocols and 50% of 
usual staffing levels.
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MOTORCYCLE GRAND PRIX AT SERIOUS 
RISK OF CANCELLATION DUE TO 

QUARANTINE POLICY: RACERS

Air Macau to make exception 
on Seoul flight suspension

Boao 
Forum in 

Lionel 
Leong’s 
future

 P5 P2



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
15.09.2020 tue

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

2

Lionel Leong (left) and Li Baodong

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (DIRECTOR)_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
MANAGING EDITOR_Daniel Beitler daniel@macaudailytimes.com  
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla  Zandonai

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Albano Martins, Annabel Jackson, Anthony Lam, Emilie Tran, Irene Sam, 
Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,  Jacky I.F. Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, João Palla Martins, Joseph Cheung, Julie Zhu, Juliet 
Risdon, Linda Kennedy, Lynzy Valles, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield, Viviana Seguí  
DESIGNERS_Eva Bucho, Miguel Bandeira | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property, MdME Lawyers, 
PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, Bloomberg, MacauHub, MacauNews, Xinhua  
SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com 
ADDRESS  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
For subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Like us on facebook.com/mdtimes
+19,000

REACHING OUT!

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Boao Forum hints at Lionel 
Leong’s future involvement

FORMER Secretary for Eco-
nomy and Finance, Lionel 

Leong, had a meeting last week 
with the secretary-general of 
Boao Forum for Asia (BFA), Li 
Baodong, according to a state-
ment released by the organiza-
tion, hinting that Leong will take 
up a leadership role at BFA im-
minently.  

This meeting marked the first 
public appearance of Leong at 
a major political event since his 
departure from his former posi-
tion in the government. 

On September 9, Leong met 
with Li at the Secretariat of BFA 
in Beijing, according to the sta-
tement. The meeting took place 
even though this year’s BFA an-
nual assembly is canceled. 

During the meeting, they dis-
cussed matters related to Ma-
cau. The BFA secretary-general 
praised Leong’s contribution to 
Macau’s prosperity during his 
service to the SAR government.

Although this year’s BFA an-
nual meeting was canceled due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, some 
of the organization’s scheduled 
events, particularly those invol-
ving Macau, will take place as 
scheduled. Li revealed the de-
tails of these events to Leong.

In November, BFA will organi-
ze the first edition of an interna-
tional conference on science, te-
chnology and innovation which 

will take place in Macau. Li in-
troduced Leong to BFA’s current 
preparations for the conference.

After ten months out of the 
public eye, Leong’s reappearance 
at BFA, one of China’s most high-
-profile forums, is said to be indi-
cative of his imminent appoint-

ment to a position in the Boao 
Forum board, according to sour-
ces familiar with the matter who 
spoke to the Macau Daily Times.

Evidence of Leong’s possible 
participation as a pivotal leader 
in BFA can also be seen in his re-
ply to the statement’s comment 

on the aforementioned confe-
rence. 

Leong noted his belief that 
the conference will bring Ma-
cau crucial opportunities in the 
development of economic di-
versification, and in building the 
Greater Bay Area into an influen-

tial global science and innova-
tion center.

The same announcement no-
ted that Leong and Li exchan-
ged opinions on the Greater Bay 
Area development and the coo-
peration between BFA and Ma-
cau SAR. JZ 

FORUM MACAO

Secretary-General Xu 
Yingzhen returns to Beijing

Fok Kai Cheong, inventor 
of ‘Macau Formula’, dies

LOCAL academic, 
educator, and in-

ventor of the “Macau 
Formula”, Fok Kai 
Cheong, has died, ac-
cording to Jornal Tri-
buna de Macau.

Fok, a native of 
Panyu, Guangdong, 
was born in Macau in 
1942. He went to live 
and study in Hong 
Kong during his teena-
ge years. He graduated 
from the University 
of Hong Kong in 1965 
and went to the Uni-
versity of Hawaii for his 
master’s degree, spe-
cializing in Hong Kong 
and Macau history. He 
obtained a master’s de-
gree in 1969.

Following his post-
graduate education, he 
returned to Hong Kong 
in 1973 and became an 
associate professor at 

the University of Hong 
Kong, before receiving 
his Ph.D. from the Uni-
versity of Hawaii in 
1977.

He then taught at 
the University of Hong 
Kong for 20 years. From 
1984 to 1994, he was a 
member of the Hong 
Kong History Compila-
tion Group of the Chi-
nese Academy of Social 
Sciences.

In 1996, he was em-
ployed as a professor 
at the University of 
Macau. Since 2001, he 
was an honorary pro-
fessor of the University 
of Hong Kong’s History 
Department.

Before his passing, 
he held the managerial 
position of president at 
the Macau Millennium 
College, an institution 
started by SJM presi-

FORUM Macao has confir-
med that Secretary-General 

Xu Yingzhen returned to Beijing 
on Sunday after her four-year 
stint at the organization.

Since starting her role at Fo-
rum for Economic and Trade 
Co-operation between Chi-
na and Portuguese-speaking 
Countries in 2016, Xu partici-
pated in a series of major even-
ts such as the Fifth Ministerial 
Conference of the China-Por-
tugal Forum, the 15th anniver-
sary of the establishment of the 
China-Portugal Forum, and the 
20th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of the Macau SAR.

Last week, the Times lear-
ned from diplomatic sources 
that Xu was set to leave her po-
sition, and the Forum had held 
an internal farewell party to see 
her off.

Before returning to Beijing, 
the Secretary-General bid fa-
rewell to the Liaison Office of 
the Central People’s Govern-
ment in the SAR, the relevant 
departments of the Macau go-
vernment and the heads of Por-
tuguese-speaking countries’ di-
plomatic agencies in the region.

Forum Macao highlighted 
her work on the development 
of economic and trade relations 
between Portuguese-speaking 
countries and the construction 
of a service platform for Macau’s 
Sino-Portuguese business coo-
peration.

As previously reported, the 
outgoing Secretary-General also 
has extensive experience in fo-
reign affairs and a good knowle-
dge of the markets of Portugue-
se-speaking countries. She pro-
vided support to the Forum by 

working with the organization 
of the Ministerial Conferences 
of Forum Macao.

The term of each secretary-
-general is not officially stipu-
lated. According to the secre-
tariat of the secretary-general, 
the term is determined at the 
discretion of the Central Peo-
ple’s Government in Beijing. 
The rotation of the representa-
tives and members from the ei-
ght countries, due this summer, 
was postponed because of the 
Covid-19 pandemic which pre-
vents foreigners from entering 
Macau.

The Times has reported that 
Xu is regarded as a great mentor 
for the development of Forum 
Macao by her colleagues, being 
responsible for some great de-
velopments, including granting 
the Forum a higher status. LV

dent Ambrose So and 
other educators.

On top of his ac-
complishments in edu-
cation, he was also a 
dedicated researcher 
and opened a new di-
rection for the study on 
Macau and Hong Kong. 
He published widely on 
the histories of the two 
cities.

During the course of 
his writing, he even coi-
ned the term “Macau 
Formula” to highlight 
the difference of so-cal-
led colonialism in Ma-
cau to other places.

One of his studies 
yielded an unpub-
lished paper titled The 
Macao Formula: a Stu-
dy of Chinese Mana-
gement of Westerners 
from the Mid-16th 
Century to the Opium 
War Period. AL
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over 600 
applications 
for training 
program

THE Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) received 
624 applicants on the first day of the laun-

ch of the “Employment Oriented Training Pro-
gram” as of 4 p.m. yesterday.

The program caters to unemployed people 
with specific circumstances and recent college 
graduates to help them find jobs. The bureau 
said it will launch courses every month with 800 
slots, and would respond to market demand.

The first round of the program offers 10 cou-
rses and 23 classes to choose from, including 
construction, industry and commerce, catering, 
retail and security.

Courses for the roles of administrative assis-
tant, barista and dessert courses are more po-
pular among applicants. 

The first round of the program will accept 
applications until September 18, and the cour-
ses will commence on October 12. 

“The selection process is drawing lots first, 
then qualification review, then interview,” DSAL 
noted in a statement. 

The scheme has different admission require-
ments according to the different content of the 
courses.

Interested parties are encouraged to check 
application requirements and registration do-
cuments for various courses on the bureau’s 
webpages.

In accordance with Administrative Regula-
tion No. 33/2020, the DSAL launched the pro-
gram for college graduates who are unemployed 
due to the termination of labor relations on or 
after January 1, 2019, or are participating in the 
employment-oriented training program with 
subsidies. LV

New bluecard 
design to take 
effect from 
March 2021
THE design of the non-resident workers’ per-

mit (commonly known as the bluecard) is 
changing, with the new model scheduled to be 
deployed from March next year, an order from 
the Chief Executive published in the govern-
ment official gazette informed.

The change is an update to the model cur-
rently in force. More detailed information about 
the cardholder will be added and stored in the 
card which can be accessed through a QR code 
on the item.

The information to be graphically displayed 
in the card includes the name, gender, birthda-
te, issuing date, type of worker, job title and em-
ployer, as well as the permit number, expiration 
date, and photograph of the holder. 

However, the microchip will also include 
other personal data such as marital status, 
country or region that issued the last travel do-
cument, type and number of those travel docu-
ments, and the date when the personal data was 
updated.

The Chief Executive order also stated that the 
previous models of blue cards which have alrea-
dy been issued and will be issued up to March 
next year will remain valid until their expiration 
date. RM

Concerns over yuan supply 
return after cash machine 
unavailability
DANIEL BEITLER

R
EPORTS about the 
unavailability of 
renminbi notes in 
cash dispensers 

are not a cause for concern 
according to local mone-
tary authorities, who assure 
Macau Daily Times that the 
supply is being normalized. 

Automatic teller machi-
nes and currency exchan-
ge desks in parts of Macau 
were showing limited or no 
availability last weekend 
and yesterday.

The reports of yuan avai-
lability hint that banks and 
exchange desks are once 
again eating into the reser-
ves that they kept from be-
fore the pandemic. Visitors 
to Macau are a major source 
of renminbi inflow to these 
desks, however the SAR has 
seen few tourists since the 
onset of travel restrictions 
starting in late January.

Previously, local authori-
ties hinted that the supply 
of the yuan in Macau was 
under pressure. 

In August, the Macau 
Association of Banks said 
the supply had fallen dras-
tically this year, even as de-
mand began to pick up that 
same month when Macau 
residents were preparing to 

resume cross-border travel.
The value of the yuan 

has fallen about 5% since 
peaking in late May, with 
economists blaming worse-
ning China-U.S. trade ties 
and the impact of the coro-
navirus as the chief causes.

The weaker yuan encou-
rages cross-border travelers 
to engage in price specula-
tion. 

Resident or non-resident 
workers who earn in pa-
tacas but primarily spend 
in renminbi (for example 
by living in Zhuhai) stand 
to increase their spending 
power across the border if 
they exchange their cur-
rency at this favorable ex-
change rate. Moreover, con-
ducting the transaction in 
Macau helps to avoid hefty 
exchange fees on the main-
land.

In the case of Macau, an 
economy which derives the 
majority of its income from 
external consumption, the 
sudden halt in tourism has 
cut off a major source of 
renminbi inflow. 

Macau welcomed more 
than 39.4 million visitors in 
2019, but just 3.2 million in 
the first six months of 2020 
on account of travel restric-
tions imposed by both Ma-
cau and the mainland.

Increased demand and 
constrained supply have 
given rise to frequent re-
ports of yuan shortage 
across Macau since the 
start of the year.

The Monetary Authori-
ty of Macao (AMCM) told 
Macau Daily Times that 
its priority was to ensu-
re the adequate supply of 
Macau patacas, however it 
did acknowledge that the 
supply of renminbi had 
fallen since the start of the 
year. 

“Over a period of time, 
the entry-restriction mea-
sures due to the Covid-19 
pandemic have been affec-
ting the banknote supply 
from mainland tourists 
(which is one the supply 
channels for RMB bank-
notes) and imposing limi-
tations on the cross-boun-
dary banknote distribution 
logistics, leading to a tight 
banknote supply of certain 
currencies in the Macau 
market,” the AMCM wrote 
in an emailed statement.

However, “after coordi-
nation between the Mone-
tary Authority of Macao and 
the [banking] industry, the 
relevant issues have been 
basically solved,” it said.

Asked what specific 
measures were taken, the 

AMCM said that it had 
asked banks “to provide 
appointment services for 
cash requisitions [and] cur-
rency exchanges.”

The Monetary Authority, 
which operates as the SAR’s 
de facto central bank, said 
that “the public can also 
utilize other available elec-
tronic banking services (e.g. 
remittance) to conduct per-
sonal RMB business.” 

Currency exchange 
desks surveyed yester-
day by the Times reported 
varying levels of renminbi 
stock.

As of yesterday evening, 
Banco Comercial de Macau 
was offering 84.02 yuan for 
100 patacas and reported 
that customers were limi-
ted to withdrawals of up to 
5,000 yuan. Casa de Cambio 
Lisboa was offering 83.20 
yuan with no limits to wi-
thdrawals, however noted 
that their reserves on that 
day were running low with 
“just thousands of RMB 
left.” Casa de Cambio Soi 
Cheong was offering 83.72 
yuan with no limits and 
reported having “enough 
RMB”.

The current daily RMB 
remittance limit to the 
mainland by Macau resi-
dents is 80,000 yuan.
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More women fall victim to fraudsters 
claiming to be foreign men 

Macau Tower holds art installation with mime performances 
LYNZY VALLES

THE second iteration of 
“Curiouser and Curiou-

ser - Exploring Alice’s Won-
derland” kicked off over 
the weekend at the Macau 
Tower, presenting art ins-
tallations that also hosted 
miming performances by 
various art clubs.

The curator, Mel Cheong 
Hoi, uses “Alice in Wonder-
land” as a blueprint and 
presents a “fantasy world” 
to the public.

Speaking to the Times, 
Cheong said that it is high 
time for enterprises to be 
more open to the works of 
local artists, allowing them 
to present their exhibitions 
and installations inside 
their premises. 

“I think they have to 
think more about local ar-
tists since foreign artists 

are not able yet to come to 
Macau. Another problem 
though is whether they can 
find us [someone who ca-
ters to their specific style],” 
said the curator.

For Cheong, it is also 

challenging for local artists 
to look for premise spon-
sorships, particularly de-
pending on the artist’s style 
or genre.

Cheong focuses on lar-
ge paper art, therefore her 

works need to be exhibited 
at a large indoor site. 

“We don’t have much [in 
the way of enterprises] to 
choose from. Fortunately, 
Macau Tower agreed for us 
to use this space. They have 

been supporting us since 
last year. Our proposal for 
next year is even ready to 
be turned in to them,” said 
Cheong. 

The curator also stressed 
that local artists need to be 
invited to the international 
stage, to allow them to ga-
ther ideas and inspiration, 
and excel at marketing. 

“I believe there are a lot 
of good artists in Macau. 
They may just not have 
good marketing or orga-
nizing skills to make the 
whole project suitable for a 
commercial area,” Cheong 
said.

The curator noted that 
artists still need time to un-
derstand how collaboration 
and operations with enter-
prises work.

Meanwhile, another 
challenge that local artis-
ts face is the government’s 

tight schedule for subsidy 
and budget applications, 
as it can take up to seven 
months for funding to be 
approved.

For some artists, they use 
the seven-month period 
to start their work without 
financial support. Others 
wait for the government’s 
approval.

“I always ask my collabo-
rators that even if we don’t 
have any funding yet, are 
we still willing to contribu-
te? Funding comes next, it 
is just a bonus. In case the-
re is really no funding, we’ll 
still do it but in smaller in 
scale,” said Cheong.

“We have to try our best 
to acquire other assistan-
ce.”

The exhibition “Curiou-
ser and Curiouser - Explo-
ring Alice’s Wonderland” 
will run until October 9.

JULIE ZHU

WOMEN in Macau, regar-
dless of their residential 

status, continue to lose money 
to online fraudsters pretending 
to be western men, according 
to a criminal case report the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) disclosed 
during a press conference yes-
terday. 

These fraudsters, sometimes 
referred to as catfish, are peo-
ple who lure others into a rela-
tionship by means of a fictional 
online persona.

The PJ yesterday reported 
a fraud case involving a you-
ng Taiwanese woman who lost 
money to a catfish claiming to 
be an “American soldier”.  

The local police authority 
has previously reported va-
rious fraud cases where either 
a Macau local women or non-
-local female workers in Macau 
fell victim to online romance 
scams involving, in particular, 
unidentified individuals who 
disguised themselves as Cau-
casian males working as engi-
neers or soldiers abroad.

Recently, a 33-year-old wo-
man from Taiwan working in 
Macau, reported herself a vic-
tim to such fraud. The suspect 
is an unidentified stranger who 
claimed to be an American sol-
dier. From May, the victim was 
in contact with the unidentified 
man. After chatting online for 
a month, in June, the uniden-

tified online individual told 
the victim that he had shipped 
USD500,000 to her in Macau 
and told her to collect the mo-
ney.

The “American Soldier” 
asked the victim to switch to 
QQ, one of mainland China’s 
most used social networks in 
order to speak further.

Later, the woman was con-
tacted by an alleged cargo com-
pany asking her to choose whi-

ch type of shipping she would 
prefer for transporting the mo-
ney.

The victim requested the fas-
test shipping method and thus 
she was asked to pay USD5,000 
for the service. The “shipping 
company” provided her with 
a Hong Kong bank account to 
transfer the money to. The vic-
tim complied with the first mo-
ney transfer order.

Later, the same “shipping 

company” contacted her for 
another transfer, providing va-
rious excuses such as the fact 
that the cash was intercepted 
by the Indonesian customs au-
thority. 

When the “American sol-
dier” said that he needed a de-
posit in order to retire from the 
military, he asked the woman 
to send him money. The victim 
once again believed in the ex-
cuses and made five bank tran-

sactions to a designated bank 
account in Hong Kong.

The victim made 11 transac-
tions totaling HKD709,000 to 
the bank account.

Earlier, in May, a local wo-
man fell victim to an online 
romance where an individual 
claimed to be an engineer from 
Europe. The “European man” 
and the victim only knew each 
other on social media. After 
talking for three months, the 
“engineer” convinced the wo-
man that he had shipped gifts to 
her from Europe. Similar to the 
Taiwanese woman in the abo-
ve-mentioned case, the woman 
in this case was also contacted 
by a “shipping company” to pay 
a fee in order to get the packa-
ge. The woman lost HKD75,000 
to this fraud.

In 2016, a 28-year-old local 
woman lost 130,000 patacas to 
scammers after she was con-
vinced that a catfish was an 
American soldier. In the same 
year, another woman repor-
ted a loss of over seven million 
patacas after she believed that 
the catfish was a British man 
working as an engineer. 

In these cases, the perpetra-
tors were all claiming to be ci-
tizens from developed western 
countries, and mostly Cauca-
sian men. They also posed as 
people with high occupational 
prestige. As of today, the ma-
jority of the reported victims 
are ethnically Chinese women. 
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Lifting ban on overseas GP drivers is in 
‘public interest’ according to medical director
ANTHONY LAM

T
HE medical director of 
the public hospital belie-
ves that lifting the entry 
ban on foreign Grand 

Prix racers is crucial to the eco-
nomic revival of the city. The di-
rector, Alvis Lo, said at yesterday’s 
Covid-19 press briefing that this 
meant lifting the ban was in the 
“public interest” and therefore 
qualified to be one of the excep-
tions to quarantine stipulated in 
an executive order.

Lo said that the Grand Prix is an 
historic and iconic activity in the 
city. “Provided that rigorous epi-
demic containment measures are 
observed, the risk is manageable,” 
he said. In order to enter Macau, 
apart from other prerequisites, 
foreigners will need to show proof 
of their negative Covid-19 test re-
sults.

At the same time, lawmaker 
Agnes Lam recently submitted an 
inquiry to request the government 
ease the restriction. She said the 
ban had caused, among others, a 
non-local husband to stay away 
from his wife and children, who 
are in Macau, as well as the hus-
band of a seven-month-pregnant 
woman not being able to be by 
her side.

The health authority admitted 
that it has received several inqui-
ries and requests for permission 
from local associations to orga-

nize National Day celebratory 
events, including cocktail, lunch 
or dinner receptions.

In line with its guidelines and 
requirements for participants at 
the National Day celebration next 
month, the health authority said 
that a Covid-19 nucleic acid test 
may be required for all attendees 
of receptions organized by local 
associations. However, the requi-
rements may not be identical for 
all groups.

Leong Iek Hou from the Center 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion cited the Dragon Boat Races 
held in June as an example to hint 
that the dedicated guidelines mi-
ght look similar.

She also gave an explanation 
as to why a test is required for 
participants at lunch or dinner re-
ceptions: many infection cases in 
nearby regions were recorded at 
meal gatherings or receptions. As 
a result, the health authority belie-

ves that if a reception is held for an 
extended duration, there will be a 
higher risk of the virus spreading. 

For the previous Dragon Boat 
Races, as well as an upcoming 
event to be held on September 27, 
the Sports Bureau was ambiguous 
in terms of its health requiremen-
ts, before it suddenly announced 
the requirement that all athletes 
must take the test. For the up-
coming Dragon Boat Races, the 
Sports Bureau has not announced 

any plans to subsidize the tests.
Meanwhile, concerning the 

quota of Covid-19 nucleic acid 
tests, Lai Kai Seng, the deputy 
head of the private Kiang Wu Hos-
pital, the only private specimen 
collection station among the four 
available, hinted that the hospital 
was attempting to expand its test 
quota. 

The hospital management es-
timates the quota can be expan-
ded from 1,000 tests per day to as 
many as 2,500 per day.

Lai added that the operation of 
specimen collection and testing 
at the private medical venue has 
been smooth. Only minor flaws, 
such as registrants wrongly ente-
ring their ID numbers, have been 
recorded.

Due to the overwhelming de-
mand, registrants have to book 
their test at least two days prior 
to their preferred dates. In res-
ponse to the situation, Lai said 
that the private entity has submi-
tted an application to the Health 
Bureau for approval to expand 
the test quota. The application 
is being reviewed by the govern-
ment now, 

The medical doctor said that 
the hospital’s maximum capacity 
is 3,000 tests per day. For the time 
being, the private medical venue 
has no plan to provide Covid-19 
test at its Taipa facility, which is lo-
cated at the Light Rail Transit’s Pai 
Kok Station. 

Lawmaker urges relaxation 
of border restrictions for 
some foreigners  

Air Macau to make exception 
on Seoul flight suspension

LOCAL airline Air 
Macau is preparing 

to make an exception 
to their general cance-
llation of all flights be-
tween Macau and the 
South Korean capital, 
Seoul, as reported by 
the Times last week.

According to infor-
mation provided to 
the Times by the air 
carrier, the company 
has applied to the re-
levant authorities to 
have a “special” flight 
on October 2 for their 
route NX822/NX821 to 
Seoul Incheon Inter-
national Airport.

In the same state-
ment, Air Macau in-
formed that the flight 
is currently pending 
“approval from the 
concerned organiza-
tions.”

The airline also 
confirmed that flight 
route NX822/821 will 
otherwise be suspen-
ded after September 
25 at least until Oc-
tober 24, a spokesper-
son informed.

As the Times re-
ported last week, the 
Macau airline is resu-
ming several flights to 
many mainland cities 
later this month, whi-
le also dropping some 
international routes.

Beijing, Shanghai 
(Pudong), Hangzhou, 
Nanjing, Changzhou, 
Chengdu, Xiamen, 
Nanning, Jieyang 
(Chaoshan), Tianjin, 
Taiyuan, Zhengzhou, 
Qingdao, Ningbo, 
Wenzhou, Chongqing, 
and Guiyang are the 
cities with flight re-

JULIE ZHU

LAWMAKER Agnes Lam has 
urged the Macau SAR gover-

nment to lift immigration res-
trictions for specific groups of 
foreign nationals.

Recently, Lam wrote to the 
government to request that they 
consider allowing foreign natio-
nals who are relatives of Macau 
residents to return to Macau for 
family reunions.

In her interpellation to the 
government, Lam said that she 
received several requests for 
help regarding the aforementio-
ned issue. 

According to Lam, she has 
received requests to help with 
various situations such as the 
case of a foreign man who was 

separated from his son and wife 
since the Covid-19 outbreak, or 
families who have been outside 
of Macau because their children 
were born in a foreign country 
and have not been allowed to 
enter the city.  

Currently, Macau is still 
banning foreign nationals from 
entering the city. The measure 
has been in effect since March, 
when the SAR government re-
fused to let all foreign nationals 
return to the city, irrespective 
of their residential status in the 
city. The policy left many foreign 
students and workers unable to 
return to their positions.

Appealing to the govern-
ment, Lam hopes the autho-
rity can adopt special policies 
for these foreign nationals. The 

lawmaker proposed to allow fo-
reign nationals to enter Macau, 
under the reasons of urgency, 
humanity, family reunion and 
others, if these individuals are 
willing to undergo medical qua-
rantine.

Lam hopes the government 
can consider each entry re-
quest based on the individual’s 
staying records instead of their 
nationality.

She also asked the autho-
rity whether it will specifically 
consider opening one border 
checkpoint for foreign nationals 
who have been in mainland 
China during the past few mon-
ths and who meet Macau’s entry 
requirements, particularly after 
a period of implementing entry 
policies for mainland visitors.

sumptions; major des-
tinations will be served 
by daily flights.

The resumption co-
mes as China is prepa-
ring for a major public 
holiday, National Day 
Golden Week, which 
officially runs from 
October 1 to 7.

The date also coin-
cides with the exten-
sion of the reissuing 
of visas under the In-
dividual Visit Scheme 
for mainland touris-
ts across the whole 
country.

According to the 
notice posted on the 
airline website, the 
current number of 
scheduled flight will 
increase from 54 per 
week to a total of 230 
per week during Oc-
tober. RM
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Police confirms it detained 12 
Hong Kongers at sea last month

UN rights chief decries racism in US, keeps eye on Hong Kong
JAMEY KEATEN, GENEVA

THE U.N. human rights 
chief appealed yester-

day for “urgent and profou-
nd action to combat syste-
mic racism” in the United 
States, and encouraged 
Hong Kong authorities to 
“monitor closely” the en-
forcement of a national se-
curity law in China derided 
by many activists.

The comments from 
Michelle Bachelet came in 
a catch-all speech to open 
the latest session of the 
U.N.-backed Human Righ-
ts Council yesterday. She 
also raised concerns about 
the human rights situa-
tion in Myanmar, Nicara-
gua and Venezuela, among 
other places on her agenda. 

Bachelet, the United 
Nations High Commissio-
ner for Human Rights, hi-
ghlighted concerns about 
use of force by police in 

cases such as the shooting 
of Jacob Blake in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin last month, and 
recently-revealed details 
of the death of Daniel Pru-
de in Rochester, New York, 

earlier this year. Overall, 
she said the lack of accoun-
tability “for many prior 
killings underscores the 
gravity of this crisis.” 

She said commitments 

by authorities in the United 
States to reform after the 
killing of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis in May “need 
to be matched by real 
change to create an envi-

ronment in which African-
-Americans feel they are 
protected by law enforce-
ment and the state.”

Bachelet said she wou-
ld speak later in the coun-
cil’s three-week session to 
follow up on a resolution it 
passed in June commissio-
ning a report on systematic 
racism and discrimination 
against Black people. 

In her speech, Bachelet 
also said her office was kee-
ping tabs on the impact of 
a national security law in 
China focusing on Hong 
Kong that has led to char-
ges against at least two do-
zen people since July. 

Many see the law as 
Beijing’s boldest move yet 
to remove a legal firewall 
between the semi-auto-
nomous territory of Hong 
Kong and the mainland’s 
Communist Party system.

“The Hong Kong au-
thorities have consistently 

stated that the law is not 
intended to impact ne-
gatively on the peaceful 
exercise of human rights 
by Hong Kong residents,” 
said Bachelet. “Accordin-
gly, I would encourage the 
Hong Kong authorities to 
monitor closely the enfor-
cement of the law by the 
police and the courts, and 
to take steps to review the 
law in response to any ne-
gative consequences it mi-
ght have on the enjoyment 
of human rights.”

She also denounced the 
“continuing repression” 
of LGBTI people and acti-
vists in Poland, and called 
Israel’s blockade of Gaza 
illegal under international 
law and ineffective in deli-
vering security or peace for 
Israelis and Palestinians. 
She said her office had do-
cumented 47 killings of 
human rights defenders in 
Colombia this year. AP

CHINESE authorities have 
confirmed the criminal deten-

tion of 12 Hong Kongers who were 
allegedly attempting to travel ille-
gally to Taiwan by boat last month, 
while the foreign ministry in Bei-
jing labeled the group separatists.

The 12 people, aged 16 to 33, 
were under “compulsory criminal 
detention” in accordance with 
Chinese law for illegally crossing 

the border, according to a state-
ment over the weekend from the 
public security bureau in Shen-
zhen. It said they were arrested 
on Aug. 23.

The statement was the first 
formal announcement from Chi-
nese authorities that the 12 would 
likely face criminal charges. Last 
month authorities confirmed the 
detention at sea of the 12, some 

of whom were linked to the anti-
-government protest movement 
in the city last year. 

The 12 were believed to be tra-
veling to the self-ruled island of 
Taiwan, a popular choice among 
protesters who have chosen to 
leave Hong Kong since the passa-
ge of a new national security law 
in June. Critics say the Hong Kong 
law is Beijing’s clearest attempt to 

erase the legal firewall between 
the semi-autonomous territory 
and the mainland’s authoritarian 
Communist Party system.

Beijing foreign ministry 
spokeswoman Hua Chunying 
said Sunday on Twitter that the 
12 detained were not “democratic 
activists, but elements attemp-
ting to separate #HongKong from 
China.”

Under Hong Kong’s securi-
ty law, attempting to separate 
Hong Kong from China is illegal, 
as the law outlaws secession, 
subversion, terrorism and collu-
sion with foreign forces in the 
city’s internal affairs. 

Pro-democracy lawmaker Ed-
die Chu expressed concern in an 
interview with public broadcas-
ter RTHK yesterday that the 12 
could face more severe charges 
in the future, which could result 
in longer prison sentences. They 
are currently accused of illegally 
crossing the border and not se-
paratism.

The relatives of the arrested 
Hong Kongers held a news con-
ference on Saturday calling for 
the return of their family mem-
bers to Hong Kong, saying their 
legal rights were being violated.

The relatives, who wore 
masks and sunglasses and did 
not not reveal their names, 
said those arrested should be 
allowed to meet with lawyers 
they themselves have hired, not 
those appointed by Chinese 
authorities. They also said they 
should be provided with needed 
medications and be allowed to 
call their families.

In a statement released at the 
news conference, the families 
said that the Hong Kong gover-
nment had not yet provided any 
sort of concrete assistance to the 
families.

Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam 
said last week that the group ar-
rested would have to be dealt 
with according to Chinese laws 
if they were arrested for commi-
tting an offence in China. She 
said that the Hong Kong gover-
nment would try and render as-
sistance. AP

High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet

Relatives of 12 Hong Kong activists detained at sea by Chinese authorities attend a press conference in Hong Kong Saturday
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U.S. Ambassador to China Terry Branstad

German Chancellor Angela Merkel

Merkel leads 
EU talks with 
Beijing looking 
to ease tensions

GERMAN Chancellor Angela Merkel, top Eu-
ropean Union officials and Chinese Presi-

dent Xi Jinping held talks Monday focused on 
trade, trying to reinvigorate slow-moving dis-
cussions on an investment agreement and bui-
lding trust to tackle the thorny political issues 
harming their ties.

Merkel, whose country currently holds the 
EU’s rotating presidency, was backed by Cou-
ncil President Charles Michel, Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen and the bloc’s 
foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, at the video 
conference.

The talks between two of the world’s three 
largest economies and traders was an oppor-
tunity for Brussels and Beijing to take stock of 
their ties, with the Europeans wanting to focus 
on economic issues, reform of the World Trade 
Organization, climate change and the corona-
virus pandemic.

The EU sees China as a “systemic rival” of-
fering great opportunities but also presenting 
many challenges. The pandemic has also crea-
ted new obstacles, notably what Brussels sees 
as a China-orchestrated campaign of disinfor-
mation about the disease that could put lives at 
risk.

China has been accused of trying to influen-
ce European officials, and Borrell has twice 
denied this year that the External Action Servi-
ce — a kind of EU foreign office that he leads 
— has bowed to pressure from Beijing to alter 
documents.

The 27-nation EU — China’s biggest trading 
partner — is often divided in its approach to 
Beijing. AP

US ambassador to China 
to step down next month
KEN MORITSUGU, BEIJING

T
HE U.S. ambassa-
dor to China will 
step down early next 
month, ending a 

three-year tenure marked by 
a trade war and increasingly 
bitter relations between the 
world’s two largest econo-
mies.

Terry Branstad, appointed 
by President Donald Trump 
in 2017, confirmed his de-
cision in a phone call with 
Trump last week, the U.S. 
Embassy said in a statement 
yesterday. It did not give a 
reason for his departure.

“I am proudest of our work 
in getting the phase one trade 
deal and delivering tangible 
results for our communities 
back home,” he was quoted 
as saying at an embassy staff 
meeting. 

Word of his departure 
leaked out earlier in the day 
when Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo thanked Branstad 
on Twitter for his service.

“Ambassador Branstad 
has contributed to rebalan-
cing U.S.-China relations so 
that it is results-oriented, re-
ciprocal, and fair,” Pompeo 
wrote in a follow-up tweet.

China’s foreign ministry 
said before the embassy an-
nouncement that it was awa-
re of Pompeo’s tweet but had 
not received any notification 
that Branstad was leaving. 

Branstad became embroi-
led in a recent controversy 
when China’s official People’s 
Daily newspaper rejected an 
opinion column that he had 
written. 

Pompeo tweeted last week 
that China’s ruling Com-
munist Party refused to run 
Branstad’s op-ed while the 

Chinese ambassador to the 
United States “is free to pub-
lish in any U.S. media outlet.”

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
responded that Branstad’s 
article was “full of loopholes, 
seriously inconsistent with 
facts and wantonly attacks 
and smears China.”

The U.S. Embassy had 
contacted the People’s Daily 
on Aug. 26 about the piece, 
asking that it be printed in 
full without any edits befo-
re Sept. 4, the People’s Daily 
said in a statement posted 
online.

Branstad, 73, is a native 
of Iowa and was governor 
of the major farming state 
for 22 years over two spans, 
from 1983 to 1999 and 2011 
to 2017. 

Early in his first term, he 
met Xi Jinping, now China’s 
leader, when the then coun-
ty-level Communist Party 
official visited Iowa on a 1985 
trade trip.

Trump appointed him am-

bassador after a vacancy of 
several months, during which 
the embassy’s No. 2 official, 
David Rank, resigned after 
criticizing the Trump admi-
nistration’s withdrawal from 
the Paris climate accord.

Soon after arriving in Bei-
jing in June 2017, Branstad 
welcomed American beef 
back to the Chinese market 
after a 14-year ban, saying “I 
know it is a key priority of the 
president to reduce the trade 
deficit, and this is one of the 
ways we can do it.”

But trade relations quickly 
soured, as the U.S. imposed 
tariffs on Chinese products 
and China retaliated in kind. 
Other disputes followed over 
technology, human rights 
and the response to the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Branstad joined U.S. Tra-
de Representative Robert 
Lighthizer and U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
at trade talks with Chinese 
counterparts in Beijing in 
May 2019. 

The phase one deal rea-
ched the following January 
represented a truce but did 
not address the more fun-
damental complaints of the 
American side. 

The U.S. Embassy state-
ment also noted Branstad’s 
role in the effort to reduce the 
flow of fentanyl from China to 
the United States, including 
a 2018 pact in which China 
agreed to list the opioid as a 
controlled substance.

Branstad also made a rare 
visit to Tibet in May 2019, 
where he expressed concer-
ns about what the U.S. called 
Chinese government inter-
ference in the freedom of Ti-
betan Buddhists to organize 
and practice their religion.

“He encouraged the Chi-
nese government to engage 
in substantive dialogue with 
the Dalai Lama or his repre-
sentatives, without precon-
ditions, to seek a settlement 
that resolves differences,” 
an embassy statement at the 
time said. AP
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One of the most wanted members of the West Ger-
man Baader-Meinhof gang has been detained in London.

Astrid Proll, 31, is suspected of having been a member 
of the left-wing extremist group and its successor, the 
Red Army Faction.

Miss Proll was working in a West Hampstead garage 
under a false name when officers from Special Branch 
arrested her.

She is now being questioned by members of the an-
ti-terrorist squad at Paddington Green police station in 
West London, where she is expected to be held for the 
next few days.

Scotland Yard said Miss Proll - who was working as a 
mechanics instructor - was not armed when she was 
arrested and emphasized there was no question of her 
being involved in criminal activity in the UK.

But West German officials said they wanted her in con-
nection with several murders and would apply for her 
extradition.

Witnesses at Camden Enterprises Ltd said Miss Proll 
did not resist arrest.

The workshop manager, Vincent Wilcocks, told the BBC 
when the first uniformed police arrived he thought they 
had come to question him about a motoring offence.

“The next moment about 10 plain clothes officers from 
Scotland Yard came in and took her up to the recreation 
room, pushed her up against the lockers and searched 
her.

“I asked the police if they had a warrant but they said in 
this case they did not need one,” he said.

Miss Proll later issued a statement though her solicitor 
denying she had links with any extremist groups.

“I have lived in England for the past four years - I have no 
contact with the Red Army Faction and I have tried to se-
ttle down as best I could in the circumstances,” she said.

Courtesy BBC News

1978 German terror suspect
   arrested in uK

In context

The Baader-Meinhof group was founded in the 1960s 
and aimed to overthrow capitalist society in West 
Germany using violence.
The West German government immediately started 
extradition proceedings against Astrid Proll.
She initially fought the action in the UK courts but 
eventually decided in June 1979 to go back to face 
trial in her home country.
In February 1980 she was sentenced to five-and-a-
half years for bank robbery and falsifying documents.
But as she had already spent more than two thirds 
of her sentence in British and West German jails she 
was released immediately.
During a radio chat show, when asked if she was “ter-
ribly ashamed” of being associated with the RAF, Proll 
said she was not, but went on to say that she did dis-
approve of their increasingly violent acts. Interviewed 
by Iain Sinclair for his book “Hackney, That Rose-Red 
Empire,” she said that she would like to settle in Brit-
ain but did not have the money to do so.
In the late 1990s, she was advising the young think 
tank “xaidialoge” on how to conceptualize democracy 
in a language of pictures.

this day in history

ITALY

Initial virus hotspot back to 
school after seven months
COLLEEN BARRY 
& LUCA BRUNO, 
CODOGNO

T
HE morning 
bell yesterday 
marked the first 
entrance to the 

classroom for the chil-
dren of Codogno since 
Feb. 21, when panicked 
parents were sent to pick 
up their children after the 
northern Italian town gai-
ned notoriety as the first 
in the West to record local 
transmission of the coro-
navirus.

While all of Italy’s 8 
million school studen-
ts endured Italy’s strict 
2½-month lockdown, few 
suffered the trauma of 
the children of Codogno, 
whose days were punc-
tuated by the sirens of 
passing ambulances. 

“Many lost grandpa-
rents,” said Cecilia Cugini, 
the principal of Codogno’s 
nursery, elementary and 
middle schools. 

So while the reopening 
of Italian schools marks 
an important step in a re-
turn to pre-lockdown rou-
tine, the step bears more 
symbolic weight in the 11 
towns in Lombardy and 
Veneto that were the first 
to be sealed off as corona-
virus red zones. 

Codogno Mayor Fran-
cesco Passerini said the 
town of 17,000 has had 
virtually no new cases 
for months now, but au-
thorities are not being 
complacent. He said they 
have spared no effort in 
working with school ad-
ministrators to provide 
maximum protection to 
the city’s 3,500 students. 

“We hope it goes well, 
so that all we lived can 
be relegated to memory,” 
Passerini said. 

In Codogno, nursery 
school children must have 
their temperatures taken 
at drop-off but are not 
required to wear masks. 
In elementary school and 
middle school, parents 
are asked to monitor tem-
peratures at home and 
masks are required, thou-
gh they may be lowered 
during lessons. In schools 
where distance cannot be 
maintained, older studen-
ts will have to keep masks 
on all day. 

Schools throughout the 
country struggled to iden-
tify new classroom spa-
ces, for instance in chur-
ch oratory buildings, and 
construct outside lear-
ning spaces. In a country 
where years of spending 
cuts have left many school 
buildings run down, ad-

ministrators have jumped 
at the chance to take care 
of long-overdue repairs, 
in some places delaying 
school openings while 
work is finished. 

School and local offi-
cials in Codogno worked 
tirelessly to ensure the 
smoothest return possible 
for students. 

Yesterday, masked ele-
mentary students waited 
in spaces designated by 
red tape to be called to 
class. Two classes were 
shifted from the more 
crowded of Codogno’s two 
elementary schools to en-
sure proper distancing. 
“Parents were not happy 
but we have dedicated a 
shuttle bus to bring the 
children back and forth, 
to address some of the 
discomfort,” Cugini said. 

The middle school, 
meanwhile, receive 230 
new desks commissioned 
by the government. Cugi-
ni said they will replace 
older, oversized desks to 
allow students to main-
tain enough distance to 
remove masks. Art and 
technology classes requi-
ring more working room 
will rotate through the mi-
ddle school’s auditorium. 

The city also repaired 
the middle school roof 
and upgraded the ba-

throoms as part of prepa-
rations — both projects 
welcome and overdue. 

“It is an emblematic 
moment for us,” Cugini 
said. “It is important to 
create an atmosphere so 
the students can expe-
rience the emotions of 
finding themselves back 
in school, with classma-
tes and teachers, without 
being distracted by other 
things.”

For Maria Cristina Bag-
gi’s daughters, ages 4 and 
10, there was no back-to-
-school shopping for new 
backpacks: the old ones 
were fine as they had lain 
unused for the four mon-
ths of distance learning 
last winter and spring. But 
there was the usual sen-
se of anticipation to be 
reunited with classmates, 
the renewal that comes 
with every school year — 
tinged now by a not-so-
-distant concern that the 
COVID-19 back-to-school 
project will bring an upti-
ck in contagion even here. 

While there are many 
rules governing classroom 
behavior, some uncer-
tainty remains. 

“We have doubts about 
how to react to a cold or a 
coughing attack — that is 
an unknown for everyo-
ne,” Baggi said. AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Burn slightly; 5- 1980s attorney general; 10- Brood; 14- Clinton’s birthplace; 

15- Calamity Jane’s surname; 16- Over-50 org.; 17- Nest eggs, briefly; 18- Bellowing; 19- 
Earthbound bird; 20- Christmas song; 22- Holdup; 24- Coarse file, angry tone of voice; 
27- Electric fish; 28- Nares; 32- Lover of Juliet; 35- Bard’s “before”; 36- First letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet; 38- Fortune-telling cards; 40- Fit to be tried; 42- Follows orders; 44- 
Captain of the Nautilus; 45- Rock; 47- Rascal; 49- ER procedure; 50- Eat away; 52- Furtive; 
54- Loaded; 56- Polo of “Meet the Parents”; 57- King Arthur’s palace; 60- Licoricelike flavor; 
64- Cab; 65- “______ by any other name…”; 68- Environmental sci.; 69- Apartment, e.g.; 
70- Point in question; 71- Acting part; 72- Like pie?; 73- Pine sap; 74- Dagger of yore;
 
DOWN: 1- Smart; 2- Israeli round dance; 3- On ___ with; 4- A place for vacationers; 5- 
Exec’s degree; 6- Where It.’s at; 7- Piccadilly Circus statue; 8- Glide along smoothly; 9- 
More spine-tingling; 10- Person who shoots well; 11- Island of Hawaii; 12- Type of school 
or cook; 13- Clean air org.; 21- Pasternak 
heroine; 23- Thicken; 25- Silage storage 
tower; 26- Common people; 28- Capone foe; 
29- Declaim; 30- Spanish Mister; 31- Glasses, 
briefly; 33- Establish; 34- Pizazz; 37- Hilton 
competitor; 39- Member of the Conservative 
Party; 41- Immensity; 43- “Peter Pan” pirate; 
46- Pop singer Brickell; 48- Graph prefix; 51- 
Cream cake; 53- Passenger ships; 55- Stallion, 
e.g.; 57- Injectable diazepam, in military 
lingo; 58- Line of symmetry; 59- Chuck; 61- 
Desktop image; 62- One and only; 63- Gen. 
Robert ___; 64- Calendar col.; 66- ___ generis 
(unique); 67- Dusk, to Donne;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Use your naturally warm 
personality to help melt the cold 
shoulder you’ve been getting from 
someone you work with or see 
daily. It’s a fun challenge for which 
you are perfectly ready right now!

Apr. 20-May. 20
Today is a good day to have a 
serious talk with a friend or loved 
one who has been acting out of  
character lately. Casually ask 
about what is new in their life and 
see what they say.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Some totally flirtatious energy 
could blow into your life like 
a thunderstorm today. All this 
flirting will light a fire under 
you that no social situation can 
contain!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your communication could be 
misinterpreted today because you 
have an awful lot on your mind. 
But thinking about what you are 
going to say before you say it is not 
a luxury!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You could be put in charge of  a lot 
of  work today, but the additional 
responsibility could open the door 
to major opportunities, so try to 
see the good before you react to 
the bad.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Even if  you have a big deadline 
looming, you need to do your best 
to slow down and avoid rushing. 
Just because you push yourself  
harder doesn’t mean that you are 
going to go faster!

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
If  one of  your relationships is 
suffering because one person 
isn’t making enough time for 
the other, it’s time to talk about 
new things the two of  you can do 
together.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
People are easy for you deal with, 
numbers not so much! If  you are 
dealing with any contracts or other 
types of  documents with a lot of  
detail today, you need to be twice 
as meticulous as you usually are.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You are excited about getting in 
touch with an intellectual equal so 
that the two of  you can do some 
philosophizing about current events, 
but you can’t really get deep until 
you find a quiet spot to converse.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your speech shouldn’t come as 
a surprise to them, although 
their willingness to do as you 
say just might surprise you. You 
two are entering a new kind of  
relationship.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
No matter how much you have 
planned for today, you need to try 
to keep things simple. If  you toss 
too many details into the mix, you 
are bound to get overwhelmed, 
which could make you very cranky!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You can do this. You know how 
to communicate creatively and 
supportively. Plus, you’ve been 
where they are now. There’s 
nothing like first-person experience 
to give you the right kind of  insight.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Condo butler 
service demand 
in China sparks 
400% stock gain

SURGING demand for butler-like concierge 
service at the millions of condominiums in 

China is creating one of the hottest sectors in the 
nation’s stock market.

Property management companies, providing 
everything from childcare to shopping errands for 
residents in China’s densely populated communi-
ties, have soared this year as the pandemic kept 
workers at home. A dense neighborhood in Chi-
na can have as many as 100,000 condominiums, 
creating a captive market for versatile services.

Ever Sunshine Lifestyle Services Group Ltd., 
spun off from Cifi Holdings Group Co., has tri-
pled this year. Yincheng Life Service Co. has sur-
ged more than 400%, while Times Neighborhood 
Holdings Ltd. has more than doubled. Overall, 
housing service stocks in Hong Kong have jumped 
60% on average, topping the 47% rise by Chinese 
consumer stocks in Shanghai and the 29% gain for 
technology firms.

“The sector has become highly favored by in-
vestors, almost like they’re consumer or tech sto-
cks,” said CGS-CIMB Securities property analyst 
Raymond Cheng. “We have seen global funds 
from Singapore to the U.S. piling onto it.”

China’s highly indebted property developers 
are taking note, seizing on the rally to list their ser-
vice arms in Hong Kong and raise money to pare 
debt. Thirteen Chinese developers have started or 
flagged intentions to spin off their management 
units this year, a record since 2017 when the trend 
emerged. MDT/BLOOMBERG

Asia-Pacific’s commercial 
properties battered 
as investors flee
FARIS MOKHTAR

GLOBAL investors have 
disproportionately re-

duced spending on commer-
cial real estate in Asia Pacific 
compared with other regions 
amid the pandemic and the 
outlook remains challen-
ging, according to a report.

Total volume of commer-
cial property acquisitions, 
including office, retail and 
hotels, was about 65% of the 
levels recorded in the last two 
years, the Switzerland-based 
Bank for International Settle-
ments said in its quarterly re-
view. By contrast, volumes in 
the Americas fell just 25% in 
the first half of the year, while 
those in Africa, Europe and 
the Middle East were little 
changed due to some large 
deals.

“Cross-border investors 
may be particularly flighty 
when they face a large global 
shock such as the Covid-19 
pandemic,” the BIS said. “It 
is then that their impact as 

marginal investors makes it-
self felt.”

A surge in cases following 
the virus outbreak forced 
countries like China and Sin-
gapore to impose stringent 
border controls and lock-
downs in the early days of the 
pandemic, making it harder 
for investors to seal real estate 
deals. Even as they’ve reope-
ned their economies, those 
countries are still cautious 
in easing travel restrictions 
amid a resurgence in global 
virus cases that threatens to 
derail containment efforts.

Given the relative impor-
tance of real estate to some 
Asian economies, policy 
makers may need to consi-
der how to reduce market 
volatility, including restric-
tions on foreign inflows, the 
bank said. The value of real 
estate is equal to more than 
100% of gross domestic 
product in Hong Kong, and 
about 47% in Singapore, the 
report found.

Cross-border financial 
intermediaries - such as 
property funds and real es-
tate investment trusts - pos-

ted the largest decline in the 
region, dropping to 61% of 
all transactions in the first 
half of the year, from 74% a 
year earlier. The dollar volu-
me dropped to $18 billion 
from $29 billion, the BIS 
said, based on an analysis of 
data by Real Capital Analy-
tics.

The report found some 
havens in the region. Japan 
has seen more acquisitions 
of multi-family dwellings by 
global investors, especially 
from the U.S., which had 
pulled back from the rest of 
region.

For the Asia-Pacific re-
gion, challenges remain. In 
the medium term, banks 
and other financial institu-
tions may be hit by loan de-
linquencies and a slowdown 
in activity in the commercial 
property sector if the pande-
mic lasts longer and govern-
ments end their support for 
both tenants and landlords 
before the economy rebou-
nds. BLOOMBERG
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Mourinho woe, Ancelotti joy: 
Everton opens with win at Spurs

ATHLETICS

Berlin’s ISTAF meet takes place with 3,500 fans
SOME 3,500 spectators 

watched under strict 
conditions as Kenya’s Hyvin 
Kiyeng and Britain’s Lau-
ra Muir ran world-leading 
times at the coronavirus-
-conscious ISTAF athleti-
cs meet yesterday [Macau 
time].

Spectator numbers were 
restricted due to shielding 
and hygiene measures de-
signed to restrict the risk of 
infection. Normally 45,000 
fans would attend the wor-
ld’s oldest track and field 
meeting at Berlin’s Olym-
piastadion.

Kiyeng won the women’s 
3,000-meter steeplechase 
in 9 minutes, 6.14 seconds, 
ahead of compatriot Beatri-

ce Chepkoech who finished 
in a season-best 9:10.07.

Muir set a meet record 
by winning the women’s 
1,500 in 3:57.40, beating 
compatriot Laura Weight-
man and Jessica Hull from 
Australia.

World champion Kars-
ten Warholm again nar-
rowly missed out on Kevin 
Young’s world record of 
46.78 seconds from the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics 
in the men’s 400 hurdles. 
The Norwegian ran 46.87 
in Stockholm two weeks 
ago and 47.08 on Sunday, a 
meet record in Berlin.

Two-time Olympic 
champion Christian Taylor 
withstood a challenge from 

home favorite Max Heß 
to win the triple jump in a 
world-leading 17.57, and 
Sweden’s Armand Duplan-
tis won the men’s pole vault 
with a jump of 5.91 meters.

Ivorian sprinter Arthur 
Cissé was first in the men’s 
100 in 10.10. Dafne Schi-
ppers of the Netherlands 
won the women’s race in 
11.26.

Germany’s Johannes Ve-
tter won the men’s javelin 
competition, Lithuania’s 
Andrius Gudžius claimed 
the discus ahead of Daniel 
Stahl, and Maryna Bekh-
-Romanchuk of Ukraine 
won the women’s long 
jump ahead of home favo-
rite Malaika Mihambo. AP

ROB HARRIS, LONDON

TOTTENHAM 0, EVERTON 1

T
WENTY years into his 
managerial career, Jose 
Mourinho recorded an 
unwelcome first: Making 

a losing start to a league season.
“I didn’t like my team,” the To-

ttenham manager said after Do-
minic Calvert-Lewin’s second-half 
header gave Everton a 1-0 win 
in the Premier League yesterday 
[Macau time].

For all that Everton was dyna-
mic — with James Rodriguez and 
Allan controlling the midfield on 
their debuts — Tottenham was 
ineffective going forward.

Tottenham was reliant on Har-
ry Kane as its attacking outlet, and 
the England forward managed 
only two touches in the Everton 
penalty area.

“The struggle started in the 
way we pressed — or the way 
we didn’t press,” Mourinho said. 
“Our pressure up (front) was very, 
very poor. It was a lazy pressure 
and when you have lazy pressure 
you let opponents build from the 
back.”

It was a miserable way for Mou-
rinho to start his first full season in 
charge of Tottenham.

But it was the perfect start for 
Everton manager Carlo Ancelotti, 
who took charge midseason last 
year like Mourinho. This was the 
first time Everton had won away 
at one of the traditional top-six 
clubs since December 2013.

Tottenham defenders Eric Dier 
and Toby Alderweireld gave Calver-
t-Lewin the space to rise to meet 
Lucas Digne’s free kick with a hea-
der 10 minutes into the second half.

“It can be a lonely role at times,” 
said center forward Calvert-Lewin. 
“But today, because we’ve worked 
hard and won our individual ba-
ttles, it allowed us to play and we 
can create chances.

“I was excited. I couldn’t wait to 
play today. Not only the first game 
of the season, but with the quality 
we’ve brought in as well.”

Quality such as James Rodri-
guez, who at 29 is trying to revi-
talize a career that never settled 
at Real Madrid, which he joined 
after lighting up the 2014 World 
Cup with Colombia. James has 
been reunited with Ancelotti, 
who coached James at the start of 
his Madrid career and took him 
on loan to Bayern Munich.

In only his second match since 
February — having played once 
for Madrid in June — James still 
looked sharp on the ball, which 
he was pinging across the field 

with precision as he created five 
chances.

Allan, another player who has 
been reunited with Ancelotti, was 
also commanding in midfield.

“The signing of James and 
Allan has been a big bonus for 
us,” said Abdoulaye Doucouré, 
who also made his debut in the 
Everton midfield. 

“We worked very hard today, 
the week was brilliant. The mana-
ger was focused on this game and 
we are very happy to have the win 
at the end. We’ve not had too long 

together.”
The manner of the performan-

ce — and Calvert-Lewin’s match-
-winner — spared the blushes of 
Richarlison who missed an open 
goal in the first half after roun-
ding goalkeeper Hugo Lloris.

Richarlison at least avoided 
the scorn of Tottenham fans as 
spectators are still prohibited 
from stadiums due to coronavi-
rus pandemic restrictions. 

INSTANT IMPACT
There was also a debut to re-

member for Timothy Castagne 
at Leicester. A defensive signing 
from Atalanta, Castagne made an 
impact at the other end by hea-
ding in a cross from fellow Bel-
gian Dennis Praet in the 56th mi-
nute to set Leicester on its way to 
a 3-0 victory over promoted West 
Bromwich Albion.

“He defended well, attacked 
and ... he will run all day and 
looks to get in the box,” Leicester 
manager Brendan Rodgers said.

Jamie Vardy then netted two 
penalties in 10 minutes — the 
first after the striker was pulled 
back by Kyle Bartley and the se-
cond after James Justin was brou-
ght down by Dara O’Shea.

The 33-year-old Vardy scored 
23 times last season to finish as 
the Premier League’s top scorer. 

“There are many top strikers 
at this level but any team would 
want someone like him in there,” 
Rodgers said. “He’s super cool, 
clinical and has still got pace and 
running ability ... It’s a great start 
for him to score two goals and 
very good for the team.”

West Brom goalkeeper Sam 
Johnstone denied Harvey Barnes 
and Vardy, while Matheus Pereira 
saw a low effort saved by Kasper 
Schmeichel in the first half. But a 
low-key game sparked into life af-
ter 56 minutes as Leicester grabbed 
the opener to take control. AP

Everton’s Dominic Calvert-Lewin scores his side’s win goal

Kenya’s Hyvin Kiyeng (left) competes during the women’s 3,000 meters steeplechase at the ISTAF 
Athletics Meeting in Berlin
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Major economies shrink 
amid Covid-19 pandemic

A global development agency said the world’s 20 major industriali-
zed nations have seen their economies shrink in an unprecedented 
manner between April and June amid the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Paris-based Organization for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment said yesterday that the gross domestic product dropped 
by a record 6.9% in the second quarter of this year in the G-20 area.

This organization noted that is “significantly larger” than the 
1.6% fall recorded in the first quarter of 2009 at the height of the 

financial crisis.
Between April and June this year, the GDP most dramatically fell by 

25.2 in India, by 20.4% in the UK and by 17.1% in Mexico. It plunged 
by 9.1% in the United States.

The OECD said that China was the only G-20 country recording 
growth (11.5%) in that period. The organization said that reflects 
“the earlier onset of the pandemic in this country and subsequent 
recovery.”

OPINION
Our Desk
Anthony Lam

Belarus’ authoritarian 
president visited Russia 
yesterday in a bid to secure 
more loans and political 
support, as demonstrations 
against the extension of 
his 26-year rule entered 
their sixth week. Alexander 
Lukashenko’s talks with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in the Black Sea resort 
of Sochi come a day after 
an estimated 150,000 
people flooded the streets 
of the Belarusian capital, 
demanding Lukashenko’s 
resignation.

Russia The main Kremlin 
party has retained its 
dominance in regional 
elections across Russia, but 
the opposition made gains in 
some areas in a challenge to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. Voters in dozens of 
Russian regions cast ballots 
Sunday to elect regional 
governors, members of 
provincial legislatures and city 
councils. The vote comes 
weeks after the Kremlin’s 
most prominent critic, Alexei 
Navalny, was poisoned with 
Soviet-era nerve agent 
Novichok.

Greenland A big chunk 
of Greenland’s ice cap, 
estimated to be some 110 
square kilometers, has 
broken off in the far north 
east Arctic which scientists 
say is evidence of rapid 
climate change. The glacier is 
at the end of the Northeast 
Greenland Ice Stream, where 
it flows off land and into the 
ocean.

UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson was trying to 
dampen down growing 
opposition yesterday to his 
plan to unilaterally rewrite 
Britain’s divorce deal with 
the European Union, after 
his former attorney general, 
Geoffrey Cox, said doing 
so would permanently 
damage the U.K.’s 
reputation and would be an 
“unconscionable” breach of 
international law. 

Tech U.S. graphics chip maker 
Nvidia said it plans to buy 
U.K.-based Arm Holdings in 
a deal worth up to $40 billion, 
in a move that would create 
a global powerhouse in the 
industry. Arm’s chip designs 
power the vast majority of 
the world’s smartphones and 
the company is renowned as 
an innovator in technology for 
connected devices, known as 
the “Internet of Things.”
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If feeding stray 
dogs means owning 
them, does regularly 
supporting New Yaohan 
mean owning it?

Last Wednesday, local pro-government paper 
Macao Daily News published a report depicting 
that local animal welfare groups were not happy 
with a claim by the Municipal Affairs Bureau on 
stray animals.

The Bureau understood the Animal Welfare Law 
as stipulating that regular feeders of a stray animal, 
or a particular group of which, or who have a habit 
of feeding stray animals, shall be considered ow-
ners of the stray animals.

On top of that, the animals will be considered 
free-range pets. Otherwise, the feeders will be 
considered abandoning their pets. Either claim is 
a violation of the law.

The lawmaker who received that reply, Sulu Sou, 
was not happy about the understanding in the first 
place. 

It has also prompted creativity among social me-
dia users. Saying that, we don’t really need the Cul-
tural Industry Fund or whatever subsidy. On the 
contrary, we only need officials to “supply” mate-
rials for weekly memes.

Back on track, social media users started asking 
the bureau whether offering food to carton picking 
elderly – not necessarily homeless though – will 
constitute to the establishment of filial relations 
with the elderly.

A comment by the Bureau’s superintendent, the 
Secretary for Administration and Justice, André 
Cheong, came timely on Friday.

He said that he feels reserved regarding the “un-
derstanding” of the law by the Bureau. He stressed 
that he would order the Bureau to conduct further 
study on their understanding.

He added that stray animal feeders will not fit in 
the subjective and objective premise criteria of cri-
minal violations or administrative breaches.

Cheong’s comments should be reliable for the 
fact that he has a legal background. He graduated 
with a law degree and has worked as the director of 
the Legal Affairs Bureau and the Commissioner of 
the Commission Against Corruption, before taking 
one step up the staircase to where he is now.

To calm public sentiment, the secretary stressed 
that the government is aligned with the communi-
ty on the topic of animal protection.

Back in April, I asked Cheong’s boss, Chief Exe-
cutive Ho Iat Seng at his first Policy Address press 
conference, why the Animal Protection Law has 
been so weak in terms of guarding stray animals 
against abuse.

The government head attributed that to the fact 
that there was no case or report.

Given the occasion, I had no chance to explain to 
the CE that there were actually numerous cases, in 
one of which a kitten was beheaded and the execu-
tor left only the head behind for volunteer feeders 
to discover.

The government head, nonetheless, assured 
journalists and the general public, that he wou-
ld remind the competent secretary – in this case, 
Cheong - about the situation. 

In addition, the police have always boasted their 
“bright” portfolio of cracking crimes using the 
public surveillance system. Now, volunteers are 
asking why the same system has worked incompa-
rably poorly on animal abuse cases.

Yesterday, public broadcaster TDM reported on 
the municipality caretaker’s understanding.

In Macau, when both the pro-government paper 
and the public broadcaster taking the same stance 
on a civic, non-political issue implied that the pro-
blem is worthy of more consideration.

Motorcycle Grand 
Prix at serious risk 
of cancellation

RENATO MARQUES

THE 54th Macau Motor-
cycle Grand Prix, the 

only remaining event of the 
four Macau Grand Prix hea-
dliners, is also at serious risk 
of being canceled.

The acknowledgment 
comes after many racers 
who were invited to parti-
cipate at this year’s event 
confirmed to the Times that 
they would not be returning 
to Macau under the condi-
tions outlined by the Ma-
cau Grand Prix Organizing 
Committee (MGPOC).

The conditions requi-
re the racers to undergo a 
quarantine period 
of 14-days upon 
arrival in Macau, 
a measure enfor-
ced by the health 
authorities, whi-
ch reaffirmed last 
week that there 
will be no excep-
tions for sports 
events.

Contacted by 
the Times, at least 10 out 
of the 27 contestants in 
the 2019 Macau Grand Prix 
said that they would not be 
available to participate in 
the 2020 event due to the 
imposed quarantine con-
ditions.

The majority also infor-
med they have already ex-
pressed their intentions to 
the MGPOC as the deadline 
given to reply to the organi-
zers was last Friday when 
the MGPOC presented this 
year’s event.

“How can we afford 
[over] three weeks away 
from work [without com-
pensation] for myself as 
well as for my mechanics?” 
one of the riders contac-
ted by the Times said. “And 
then, putting yourself in a 
self-isolating prison for two 
weeks. I will not pay to go to 
prison.”

According to several ri-
ders and team managers, 
the MGPOC requested the 
teams voluntarily undergo 
14-days quarantine at their 
expense, which also caused 
a serious impediment to 
many being able to form a 
team.

“I could do that [perso-
nally] but I struggle to find 
people [mechanics] that 
can be away from home 
that long just for three days 
on the bike,” another rider 
said. “In all honesty, Ma-
cau [Grand Prix organizers] 
need to review the situation 
and come back with a sen-
sible proposal with a real 
financial package to make 
any of the top guys interes-
ted. Harsh reality, but it is 
the truth if we want to move 
forward.”

“We get paid money to go 
to all the other international 
races anyhow, Macau is a fun 
race at the end of the year. 
We all love it and that trip 
away, but this fun moment 
has turned into hardship 
with a quarantine [period 
alone] being longer than the 
time we usually spend in 
Macau every year,” another 
racer mentioned.

Another familiar face at 
the Guia Circuit said, “14 
days in isolation, plus the 
10 days of the event, plus 
traveling, this means about 
25-26 days away from home, 
and off from work... It’s a lot 
of time. None of my team 

members can at-
tend.” 

“We need to re-
member that only 
a few of the riders 
[usually involved] 
are professional 
racers,” added the 
racer. “Most of us 
are just amateurs, 
racing as a hobby 
and a passion. We 

need to have a [full-time] job 
to support our families and 
ourselves. To go to Macau 
means always to spend mo-
ney from our own pockets, 
even if the organization pays 
the traveling and lodging ex-
penses.”

Sources told Macau Daily 
Times that most of the par-
ticipants had waited until 
the last minute in the hope 
that the Macau authorities 
would change their minds 
about the quarantine requi-
rements.

Most of the racers 
had waited until the 

last minute in the 
hope that the Macau 

authorities would 
change their minds


