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North Korea may 
soon conduct its first 
underwater-launched 
ballistic missile test in 
about a year, a top South 
Korean military official 
said yesterday, amid 
long-stalled nuclear talks 
between the North and 
the United States. 

Philippines An air force 
helicopter on its way to 
airlift troops wounded in 
a recent suicide bombing 
crashed on a southern 
island yesterday, killing 
all four crew members 
on board, officials said. 
The Sikorsky S-76A 
took off from southern 
Zamboanga city for a flight 
to nearby Sulu province 
and crashed midway in 
rainy weather in the hilly 
village of Upper Manggas 
on Basilan island.

India At least seven 
people drowned 
yesterday after a boat 
carrying Hindu pilgrims 
to a temple capsized in 
a river in central India, 
a government official 
said. Krishan Kumar, 
a spokesperson for 
the National Disaster 
Response Force, said 22 
pilgrims were rescued and 
a search was continuing 
for another 10 people still 
unaccounted for.

Israeli military struck 
Hamas militant sites in the 
Gaza Strip early yesterday 
in response to rocket fire 
toward Israel the previous 
night that coincided 
with the signing of 
normalization agreements 
between Israel and two 
Arab countries at the 
White House. The barrage 
against Israel began 
yesterday [Macau time]  
just as the ceremony in 
Washington was getting 
underway to formalize the 
new agreements with the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Bahrain. Two Israelis were 
lightly wounded. 
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FIFTH MACAU-TAIPA LINK 
STILL INTACT DESPITE 

ZONE D’S REEVALUATION
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festival aligns 

with green 
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Man apprehended 
for involvement in 13 
million patacas fraud

The Judiciary Police (PJ) has 
apprehended a mainland man 
suspected of fraud in a case involving 
13 million patacas. Last week, the PJ 
cracked down on a sex scam in which a 
local man lost over 10 million patacas 
through his purchase of game point 
cards under the instructions of a group 
of criminals. The PJ first identified and 
apprehended two local residents: 
one man and one woman. Yesterday, 
another suspect, a 30-year-old 
mainland man, was detained for his 
alleged involvement in the same case. 
Police officers found HKD2.4 million 
in cash in his possession. The suspect 
claimed that the money was from his 
gambling gains. However, the police 
department believes that the cash 
includes some of the money the group 
had coerced from the victim.
 

Acting director 
appointed to Macau’s 
Taipei office

The Chief Executive has appointed a 
new head to the Macau Economy and 
Cultural Office in Taipei, according to 
an executive decree published in the 
government’s Official Gazette. The 
new director, Lam Chi I, will replace 
Ho Weng Wai. Ho started serving in 
the position in 2018, with her term 
renewed for two years in 2019. Ho’s 
departure from the position comes 
one year early. She will officially step 
down from the office on September 
26. As of today, the SAR government is 
only appointing Lam as acting director.
 

Covid-19 causes 
Macau’s demand for 
Zhuhai residency 
to grow tenfold

The outbreak of Covid-19 has 
resulted in a tenfold increase in 
the number of Macau residents’ 
applications for Zhuhai residency, 
according to a report by Macao Daily 
News. As of the end of last month, 
a total of 61,000 Macau people had 
applied to the Zhuhai government to 
become a citizen of the mainland city. 
Approximately 90% of the applicants 
submitted their requests only after the 
outbreak of Covid-19 and especially 
after Guangdong government had 
implemented a policy requiring 
everyone arriving in Mainland China 
from abroad to undertake a Covid-19 
test. Between the beginning of April 
and the end of May, nearly 2,000 
Macau residents made applications 
on a daily basis. Some 40% of these 
Macau residents applied at Zhuhai’s 
police stations in Gongbei. The 
number of applications received by 
Hengqin district recorded the most 
rapid growth. 

Fifth Macau-Taipa link still intact 
despite Zone D’s reevaluation

Sin Fong owners rebut claims 
of interest subsidization
THE management 

committee of Sin 
Fong Garden has issued 
a statement denying 
lawmaker Zheng An-
ting’s claim that his or-
ganization is subsidizing 
the interest on the loans 
taken out for the recons-
truction of the residential 
building.

Zheng Anting is the 
vice president of the 
Jiangmen Communal So-
ciety. Originally, the so-

ciety agreed to donate a 
total of MOP100 million 
to the reconstruction of 
the residential building. 
A ceremony was even 
held to announce the do-
nation.

However, this July, the 
society apparently chan-
ged its discourse and de-
clared to the public that 
the money was an “ad-
vance payment” instead. 
It also revealed that the 
management committee 

was seeking bank loans.
As reported by local 

Chinese paper Macao 
Daily News, Zheng sta-
ted that the communal 
society is currently subsi-
dizing the interest for the 
loans, while the recons-
truction is in progress.

In the aforementioned 
statement, the manage-
ment committee “solem-
nly” clarified that Zheng’s 
claim about subsidizing 
the interest is completely 

untruthful. The commit-
tee has so far not received 
any interest subsidy from 
the communal society.

Additionally, on July 8 
the management com-
mittee proposed a mee-
ting with the communal 
society in the view of the 
media. Since then, accor-
ding to the management 
committee, no reply has 
been received.

The management 
committee also detai-

led in the statement its 
current financial condi-
tion. It revealed that the 
current budget for the 
reconstruction of the 
building amounted to 
approximately MOP210 
million.

Not including the sum 
agreed upon by the Tung 
Sin Tong, a local charity 
organization, the mana-
gement committee has 
managed to fundraise 
about MOP70 million. 

Should no new funds 
come in, the money will 
be entirely exhausted 
after the reconstruction 
bill for August is paid, 
the committee pointed 
out. AL

JULIE ZHU

THE Macau SAR government 
is continuing with its plans 

for a fifth cross-water link be-
tween the Macau peninsula and 
Taipa, according to Chan Pou 
Ha, Director of the Land, Public 
Works and Transport Bureau 
(DSSOPT).

On the sidelines of yesterday’s 
Urban Planning Committee ple-
nary meeting, the DSSOPT di-
rector responded to the govern-
ment’s 2020-2040 Macau Urban 
Master Plan, particularly related 
to the possible scrapping of the 
New Urban Zone D reclamation 
project, which was also one en-
dpoint of the fifth cross-water 
channel between the Macau pe-
ninsula and Taipa.

As of yesterday, the DSSOPT 
has been continuing examina-
tions and research for the fifth 
Macau-Taipa link project. The 
government has not yet figured 
out a final solution for the fifth 
channel.

According to Chan, as of yes-
terday, her bureau has not recei-
ved orders from her superiors to 
abolish the fifth link plan.

“Actually, we have not recei-
ved any notification regarding 
any kind of change of plans,” 
said Chan. 

Chan was reluctant to disclo-
se further details regarding whe-
re the future fifth cross-water 
link will be located on the Macau 
and Taipa sides.

The DSSOPT director also re-

marked that it is still too early to 
discuss the fifth link. 

Regarding the cessation of 
work on New Urban Zone D, 
Chan commented that “the 
Chief Executive has clearly ins-
tructed that Zone D is currently 
at the public consultation stage.” 
She urged members of the pu-
blic to give their opinions on the 
urban master plan.

The fifth Macau-Taipa link is 
planned as an underwater tun-
nel which will link New Urban 
Zone B and the undecided New 
Urban Zone D. 

Providing that there are no 
changes made to its original 
plan following the consultation 
process, the tunnel will be built 
next to the Governador Nobre 
de Carvalho Bridge and will have 
a length of approximately 2,400 
meters. 

It would start at the intersec-
tion between Avenida Dr. Sun 
Yat-Sen and Avenida 24 de Junho 

next to Zone B and end at a road 
in Zone D. 

Yesterday, Chan brought a 
total of 22 land plans to the Ur-
ban Planning Committee for 
approval. Four of those plans are 
public projects, including three 
government facilities.

The government plans to bui-
ld one theater and one transfor-
mation station in the proximity 
of the Macao Culture Center, on 
top of a land plot near Avenida 
Xian Xing Hai. The maximum 
height is 15 meters for the for-
mer and five meters for the lat-
ter. The representative of the En-
vironmental Protection Bureau, 
Vong Man Hung, reminded the 
DSSOPT to carry out an envi-
ronmental impact evaluation 
for the transformation station 
before the project is commen-
ced.

A rectangular land plot sur-
rounded by Rua do Porto and 
Rua Cidade de Braga will be used 

to build a government office bui-
lding, according to the plan.

Three members of the com-
mittee proposed that the DS-
SOPT build more parking spaces 
at this government building, and 
advisor Lou Chon U said that 
that the concerned area lacks 
parking spaces, a youth activity 
center, a senior’s activity center 
and public libraries.

Responding to the advisors, 
Chan indicated that the gover-
nment has no intention of crea-
ting more parking spaces in this 
area, especially not underneath 
the government building. Accor-
ding to Chan, the public works 
authority is not inclined to dig 
deeper into the underground 
spaces in the concerned area. In 
regard to social facilities, the au-
thority also has no plans to build 
more.

Moreover, the committee 
also approved the construction 
of two government buildings in 
Cotai and Taipa.

In Cotai, near the cluster of in-
tegrated resorts, there will be the 
Light Rapid Transit depot and a 
government office building. The 
buildings will be located on the 
land plot between Avenida de 
Aeroporto and the Rotunda da 
Aeronáutica. The maximum hei-
ght of the buildings is 53 meters.

The other building will form 
government archive storage 
and will be situated nearby the 
Avenida Son On and Rua Heng 
Long. The building should not 
be higher than 50 meters.
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 GAMING

Experts say tech is ready for safety 
and security in Covid-19 era

Gov’t has plan to allow foreign bluecards back in
RENATO MARQUES

THE government has 
drafted a plan for gra-

dually reopening the bor-
ders to allow for the return 
of some people of non-
-Chinese nationalities to 
Macau, the Secretary for 
Social Affairs and Culture, 
Elsie Ao Ieong U, revealed 
yesterday on the sidelines 

of the groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Macao 
Polytechnic Institute’s 
new building.

Questioned by the me-
dia on the requests made 
by society to allow non-re-
sident workers (TNR) of 
non-Chinese nationalities 
and foreigners living or 
having family in Macau to 
reenter the city, the secre-

tary said the government 
was working on a solution. 

“We have a plan for 
easing the restrictions ac-
cording to the epidemic 
situation,” said Ao Ieong. 
“We know that there is 
this need namely from 
non-resident workers of 
foreign nationality and 
family members of local 
residents that have also 

foreign nationality. We are 
working on this step by 
step.”

Despite acknowledging 
that there is such a plan, 
Ao Ieong did not disclose 
a concrete date for when 
such measures could be 
expected. 

In the last few days, the 
government has been cri-
ticized by several people 

for authorizing the entry 
of foreign racers into Ma-
cau for the annual Macau 
Grand Prix as a matter of 
“public interest” while a 
large number of TNR, na-
mely from Southeast Asia, 
have not yet been allowed 
to return to their jobs af-
ter having exited Macau 
during the Covid-19 ou-
tbreak. The same applies 

to many families with 
members holding non-
-Chinese passports who, 
according to the current 
rules, are not able to reen-
ter Macau under any con-
ditions. 

During the pandemic, 
only residents of Macau 
and TNR residing in the 
mainland have been au-
thorized to return to Ma-
cau, with the majority un-
dergoing 14-days of isola-
tion in a designated hotel 
facility. 

RENATO MARQUES

W
ITH the help of 
fast-evolving te-
chnology, the ga-
ming industry is 

ready to face the new challen-
ges posed by the Covid-19 cri-
sis, a panel of specialists taking 
part in an online conference on 
the topic of safety and security 
as part of the program of Glo-
bal Gaming Expo (G2E) Asia 
have said.

The online conference, 
held over video conferencing 
platform Zoom, in collabora-
tion with casino news web-
site GGRAsia, included three 
representatives of safety and 
security technology suppliers: 
Dave Dalleske, vice president 
of sales, Asia Pacific at Synec-
tics, which is involved in areas 
including casino surveillance 
technology; Martin Woodhou-
se, head of Asia-Pacific, Middle 
East and Africa, for Traka/ASSA 
ABLOY, which is involved in 
areas including management 
of secure access; and Chris 
Chan, head of cybersecurity re-
search, UDomain, a specialist 
in data and digital security.

As part of the debate, the 
specialists addressed the parti-
cular concerns and challenges 
posed to the industry in the era 
of Covid-19.

As mentioned by the princi-
pal of GGRAsia and moderator 
of the talk, Michael Grimes, the 
purpose of the conference was 
to address the points of view of 
security of people and physical 
infrastructure, safety, and se-
curity of money, and safety and 
security of data. 

Dalleske noted that facial re-
cognition is the most common 
solution to the challenges in 
gatekeeping, in the efforts to 
stop people that are potentially 
infected with the disease from 
reaching the casino floor.  Al-

though this is a challenge due 
to the requirement of wearing 
face masks, “it is still possible,” 
he said, adding, “the other op-
tion is tracking people by their 
clothing and/or accessories 
they are wearing or possess. 
Current surveillance devices 
allow filtering on video foo-

tage and to pin-point where 
a certain person has been, or 
the people that were in contact 
with them.” 

“New technology allows, for 
instance, operators to filter by 
something like people wearing 
a red shirt and glasses, etc,” the 
expert in surveillance noted, 

adding that such technology 
saves a lot of time in tracking a 
person, where this person has 
been and the identity of the 
other people in contact with 
them to prompt direct actions.

As for early-stage interven-
tion, Dalleske said that the fe-
ver detection camera devices 

work well and that they are in 
important tool for the early de-
tection of potential problems.

Addressing the main con-
cerns of gaming operators, 
the same expert noted that the 
“main point is the speed of this 
process. We don’t want people 
waiting to be able to enter the 
properties.”

Woodhouse compared the 
security levels of any given 
company, including gaming 
ones, to the layers of an onion, 
saying that the key factor to 
success is “to have a unified 
ecosystem.” 

For the same specialist, the 
people must “look at technolo-
gies that can match each other 
and help each other, using bio-
metric and facial recognition 
data, [together with] other data 
available to prevent risks to the 
workspace.”

For Woodhouse, the secret of 
success lies in automation.

“We can automate these 
processes to save time and re-
sources and we still can be in 
total control,” he noted.

Questioned by the mode-
rator on the use of robots that 
perform cleaning tasks using 
UV ray technology as well as 
UV “showers,” such as the ones 
currently in use by Okada Ma-
nila casino, Woodhouse said, 
“When you get to that point, I 
think you are already too late 
[in the process of preventing 
contagion]. When this happens 
it usually means that the pre-
vious processes of securing the 
spaces have somewhat failed.”

Remote work: a potential security breach
DURING the talk, the security experts also 

noted that remote work, in most scena-
rios, could potentiate security breaches.

Chan noted that this problem can be divi-
ded into two elements: the first relating to the 
employees’ flaws, which can pose risk, and 
the second regarding the system itself and its 
vulnerability to attacks from the outside.

According to Chan, the most common 
source of data security flaws is insider errors.

Citing statistics, the specialist said that 
78% of phishing emails are still being ope-
ned by staff and over 50% have effectively 
replied, providing the data requested, noting 
that such a problem can only be tackled with 
training.

“We have run several tests; in one of them 
we requested to security keepers by email 
to provide their private security data or to 
follow links that would result in security 
breaches and surprisingly over 50% of these 
employees have submitted their info,” Chan 
said. “Apparently there is a huge difference 
between where you are and your mindset. 
People that in any situation would not cau-
se a security breach while at work would be 
happy to do so when out of the work environ-
ment.”

This fact led Chan to say that constant 
training is needed to ensure that safety me-
thods put in place continue to have effect 
over time.

As for hacking, Chan noted that the 
approach of UDomain is to be constantly in 
the position of the hackers and continuously 
assess the risks to the security of the system. 

“We need to consider both […] staff awa-
reness and continuously check and fix any 
weaknesses that we encounter in the sys-
tem,” Chan remarked, saying, “Hackers are 
definitely exploring the work-from-home si-
tuation to find security breaches.”

On the same topic, Woodhouse said, “Part 
of the solution is to leave the keys and ins-
truments of access to important parts of the 
system at the workspace,” adding, “there are 
a lot of solutions to track those devices and 
keys that are very effective.”

Clockwise starting top left: Dave Dalleske, Martin Woodhouse, Michael Grimes, Chris Chan
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CRIME

Ex-couple conflict complicates 
car crash investigation

CRIME 

Security guard charged with 
sex offenses against 9-year-old
A non-resident security 

guard from the main-
land has been charged by 
the PSP with sexual offen-
ses against minors.

The 30-year-old suspect 
worked at a Taipa residen-
tial estate on Estrada de 
Governador Albano de Oli-
veira. The Times has lear-
ned that the workplace of 
the security guard is Nam 
Sun Garden Building.

The victim is a 9-year-
-old local primary school 
student.

Late on September 12, 
the victim and her mother 
reported the violation at a 

police station.
The police were told that 

on more than 10 occasions, 
when the girl was waiting 
for the elevator in the lobby 
on her own, the suspect 
took the opportunity to kiss 
the girl on her face. In ad-
dition, he has also caressed 
the girl’s head, shoulders 
and abdomen.

The girl told the police 
that the offense last took 
place on September 9, but 
could not express or recall 
when the sexual offenses 
started.

It was the police’s un-
derstanding that the girl 

was too scared to mention 
the incidents to her mo-
ther. It was only discovered 
when the mother was pro-
viding sex education to the 
victim that they reported 
the case.

After receiving the re-
port, the police arrested 
the suspect in an operation 
during the early morning 
the following day. He was 
arrested at his workplace 
and confessed to the accu-
sations.

For the time being, ac-
cording to the police, no 
other victims have been re-
ported. AL

ANTHONY LAM

A car crash incident has 
become far more com-

plicated after a joint inves-
tigation by both the Public 
Security Police Force (PSP) 
and the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) found that it involved 
an ongoing conflict be-
tween a former couple.

The incident took place 
late at night on September 
13. The police identified a 
27-year-old male student 
as the suspect and a fema-
le in her 30s as the victim. 

In Macau, common tra-
ffic accidents are handled 
by the PSP’s Traffic Divi-
sion. It is also authorized 
to investigate drunk-dri-
ving cases, among other 
more serious traffic viola-
tions. The PJ, on the other 
hand, only handles crimi-
nal violations. Both police 
departments are involved 
in the investigation of this 
particular case, as there are 
two sets of violations.

The suspect was char-
ged by the PSP with drunk-
-driving and dangerous 
driving, but also charged 
by the PJ with violently 
causing damage and ag-
gravated physical assault.

Although the two police 
departments investigated 
different violations, the 
statements given by the 
female victim were similar. 
Both police departmen-
ts were told that on the 
night of the incident, the 

male crashed his Porsche 
Cayenne into the female’s 
Mercedes-Benz C-class 
twice on Avenida Comer-
cial de Macau.

The crash left dents on 
the Mercedes’ right side 
and the left side of the 
Porsche’s bonnet. It also 
crushed the right front 
window of the Mercedes.

The police were told 
that after the two crashes, 
the male got out of his 
car and began hitting the 
woman, causing multiple 
wounds to her body. Un-
derstanding the severity of 
the situation, the woman 
called the police.

When PSP officers ar-
rived at the scene, they 
could smell alcohol on 
the man. An on-site al-
cohol breath test detected 
a 1.33g/L alcohol level. He 
has therefore been char-
ged with drunk-driving 
violations.

The PSP added that the 
alleged deliberate crash 
constitutes dangerous dri-
ving. Meanwhile, the PJ 
were notified, as the PSP 
found evidence of physi-
cal assault and material 
damage.

Inspectors from the PJ 
reviewed video footage 
that confirmed the state-

ment given by the woman. 
In the footage, the police 
saw that the man crashed 
into the woman’s car twi-
ce before entering her car 

and beating her.
During police investi-

gation, the male suspect 
confessed that he com-
mitted the crime. He dis-

closed that he was emo-
tionally disturbed that 
night and claimed that 
he coincidentally saw the 
woman there that night. 
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GP Committee 
acknowledges 
difficulties this 
year for racers
RENATO MARQUES

THE Macau Grand Prix 
Organizing Committee 

(MGPOC) has acknowled-
ged that several participants 
from the 67th edition of the 
local Grand Prix are facing 
difficulties to participate in 
the event this year. 

In a statement to the Ti-
mes, the MGPOC said, “The 
Macau Grand Prix Organi-
zing Committee is currently 
in close communications 
with drivers and riders and 
their respective teams with 
regard to the participation 
in this year’s Macau Grand 
Prix.”

“The MGPOC fully un-
derstands that the drivers 
and riders face different is-
sues when considering whe-
ther to take part in this year’s 
event,” the MGPOC conclu-
des, adding that further in-
formation on this year’s final 
lineup will be announced in 
an upcoming press confe-

rence to be held next month.
As the Times reported 

earlier this week, the 54th 
Macau Motorcycle Grand 
Prix could be at risk of being 
canceled due to the low res-
ponse of the racers invited 
by the MGPOC to take part 
in the event. 

At the time, a total of 10 
out of the 27 contestants in 
the 2019 Macau Grand Prix 
said that they would not be 
available to participate in 
the 2020 event due to the 
imposed entry conditions 
that require the racers to un-
dergo a quarantine period 
of 14 days upon arrival in 
Macau. 

Since then another two 
riders have also confirmed 
their non-availability.

The MGPOC has not dis-
closed at this point if there 
is a minimum number of 
participants needed for the 
racing event to go ahead nor 
what is the contingency plan 
in case there is not enough.

Fashion festival to be themed 
‘Green Sustainability’
LYNZY VALLES

T
HE Macao 
Fashion Festival 
2020 will be held 
from October 22 

to 24 at the Cotai Expo 
Hall A with the theme 
“Green Sustainability.”

Covering an area of 
1,116 square meters, the 
upcoming show will fea-
ture a total of 31 brands, 
the majority of which are 
from Macau. A number of 
the brands are from Shen-
zhen, Guangzhou and 
Hong Kong.

According to the or-
ganizers of the show, this 
year’s festival aims to pro-
mote sustainable design 
to help reduce the nega-
tive impact of the fashion 
industry on the environ-
ment. 

Unlike last year, when 
international brands and 
designers participated in 
the event, this year the 

event will only feature de-
signers from neighboring 
regions due to the travel 
and entry restrictions as-
sociated with Covid-19.

Organizers announced 
in a meeting held yester-
day that the festival will 
highlight the “Boutique 
Gallery,” inviting local 
fashion designers and 
creative stores to retail 
their products on the site.

These products in-
clude accessories, walle-
ts and watches, among 
others that are all Made-
-in-Macau items.

For these three days, a 
30-minute “fashion tour” 
will be held at the event 
daily.

The opening ceremony 
will feature a fashion pa-
rade from designers from 
Shenzhen, Hong Kong, 
Guangzhou and Macau.

Representing Shen-
zhen is designer Sun Gui 
Tian, who is the foun-

der of “Yizhou” and was 
awarded the “Shenzhen 
Fashion Grand Award” at 
Shenzhen Fashion Week.

Jeania Tang, from 
Guangzhou, will present 
some of her gold-threa-
ded embroidered Chine-
se wedding gown pieces, 
while Janko Lam, from 
Hong Kong, will present 
her brand, which inter-
twines Chinese aesthe-
tics with modern design 
elements informed by the 
concept of sustainability 
and durability. 

Meanwhile, local de-
signer Isabella Choi is 
set to feature her brand, 
“Nega C. Fashion,” the 
design concept of which 
focuses on “living a casual 
life that incorporate ele-
ments of street culture.”

Another local repre-
sentative is “Axoxyxoxs,” 
a long-time recipient of 
the government’s “Sub-
sidy Programme for 

Fashion Design on Sam-
ple Making.”

Last year, the festi-
val attracted a total of 55 
designers and fashion 
brands from different re-
gions.

Fifteen local brands 
had fashion displays, whi-
le six professional fashion 
shows were organized to 
show a total of 383 fashion 
pieces.

This year, despite the 
social distancing mea-
sures urged by the go-
vernment, organizers of 
the event are expecting a 
similar number of atten-
dees.

The festival is co-orga-
nized by the Macau Pro-
ductivity and Technology 
Transfer Center (CPTTM) 
and the Macao Trade and 
Investment Promotion 
Institute.

The Macau Daily Ti-
mes is an official media 
partner of the event.
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Forex reserves edge down 
to 189 billion patacas

The preliminary estimate of Macau’s foreign 
exchange reserves amounted to 189.2 billion 
patacas at the end of August 2020, the special 
administrative region’s monetary authority said. 
The latest statistics from the Monetary Authority 
of Macao indicated that the reserves decreased 
by 3 percent from the revised value of 195.1 billion 
patacas in July. Meanwhile, the trade-weighted 
effective exchange rate index for the pataca 
dropped by 1.51 points month-to-month and 
2.04 points year-on-year to 105.7 in August 2020, 
implying that overall speaking, the exchange rate 
of the pataca declined against the currencies of 
Macau’s major trading partners. Macau’s foreign 
exchange reserves at the end of August 2020 
represented 10 times the currency in circulation.

Macau to hold three 
exhibitions to help businesses

Macau is to hold three exhibitions in late October 
to help exhibitors and participants expand their 
online businesses and explore opportunities, the 
Macao Trade and Investment Promotion Institute 
said. The 25th Macao International Trade and 
Investment Fair (25th MIF), Macao Franchise Expo 
2020 (2020MFE), and 2020 Portuguese-Speaking 
Countries Products and Services Exhibition 
(Macao) (2020PLPEX) will be held concurrently 
at The Venetian Macao integrated resort from 
October 22 to 24. The three exhibitions aim to 
provide professional networking and matching 
services to participants. Merchants can register 
on the online business matching service platform 
to arrange meetings in advance. For the first 
time, the online matching service will be provided 
for merchants who are not able to attend the 
exhibitions in person.

SMG considers issuing 
Signal No. 1 today

The location of Noul at 8 a.m. on Friday morning, as projected by weather forecasting app Windy last night

THE Meteorological and 
Geophysical Bureau 

(SMG) is considering issuing 
a  Tropical Cyclone Signal No. 
1 this morning as tropical 
storm Noul gradually inten-
sifies and moves across the 
South China Sea today, hea-
ding towards the central part 
of Vietnam.

As it passes within 800 ki-
lometers of the SAR this mor-

ning, the SMG noted that it 
will consider issuing a Tropi-
cal Cyclone Signal No. 1. 

Affected by the outer 
circulation of Noul, winds 
in Macau will intensify be-
tween tomorrow night and 
Friday, with heavy showers 
and thunderstorms at times. 

Flooding is expected in 
low-lying areas of the Inner 
Harbor due to the astrono-

mical high tide tomorrow 
morning and on Friday.

The SMG advised the pu-
blic to pay close attention to 
its latest notification.

The Hong Kong Observa-
tory will also consider issuing 
a Standby Signal No. 1 during 
the day tomorrow.

The relevant department 
in Taiwan, meanwhile, noted 
that the storm is unlikely to 

threaten Taiwan but could 
cause strong winds in the 
South China Sea, and so it is 
cautioning ships in the area 
to stay alert.

As of last night, tropical 
storm Noul had moved into 
the South China Sea, where 
the local weather authorities 
warned that Noul continued 
to intensify, forecasting that 
it would become a typhoon 
within 48 hours. Conditions 
will remain unstable into 
Saturday, as a weather front 
is expected to approach as 
Noul moves away.

The tropical storm was 
given an international name 
that was assigned by North 
Korea. “Noul” means “red 
sky.”

Tropical storm Noul is the 
first storm since typhoon Hi-
gos, during which the SMG 
raised the level to Tropical 
Cyclone Signal No. 10.

Macau was spared from 
severe damage, injuries, and 
casualties during the over-
night passage of typhoon 
Higos.  According to a report 
from the Unitary Police Ser-
vices, the operational team 
responsible for the evacua-
tion of residents living in 
areas most at risk of flooding 
evacuated thousands of resi-
dents from such areas to safe 
locations. LV
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Chinese missile frigate Yuncheng launches an anti-ship missile during a military exercise in the South China Sea (2016)

CHINA’S Communist Party is 
looking to strengthen its lea-

dership and control of the coun-
try’s growing private sector and its 
employees by extending the work 
of the United Front further into 
the business community.

The party called on the Uni-
ted Front to improve the gover-
nment’s leadership role in the 
nation’s private sector, according 
to guidelines issued by the Ge-
neral Office of the CPC’s Central 
Committee this week. The front 
is an umbrella organization that 
aims to increase the party’s in-
fluence and control both domes-
tically and internationally.

The move aims to address 
emerging challenges and risks as 
the scale of private enterprises in-
creases and private businesspeo-
ple have more diverse values and 
interests. The policy will “stren-
gthen ideological guidance” and 
“create a core group of private 
sector leaders who can be relied 
upon during critical times.”

While it’s unclear what the 
new policy will mean for Chi-
na’s millions of private firms, 
it comes as the state and party 
are pushing for greater control 
and influence over more of the 
economy. That increasingly un-
clear dividing line between pu-
blic and private sector is one of 
the factors behind rising tensions 
with the U.S. and other states, 
with ostensibly private firms such 
as Huawei Technologies Co. seen 
overseas as tools of Chinese state 
power.

“The document shows China is 
trying to mobilize more resources 
around the national strategy amid 
the economic slowdown caused 
by the pandemic and the dete-
rioration of diplomatic and trade 
relations with the US,” said Yue 
Su, China economist at the Eco-
nomist Intelligence Unit, based 
in Shanghai. “The authorities will 
give priority to companies that as-
sist in realizing policy goals when 
allocating financial and policy re-
sources,” she said.

Private businesses account for 
60% of China’s economic output 
and create 80% of urban jobs, but 
their position has been difficult in 
recent years, with the perception 
that the government under Presi-
dent Xi Jinping favored the state 
sector. In addition, they have bor-
ne the brunt of the U.S.-China tra-
de war as many are export-orien-
ted manufacturers. The Covid-19 
outbreak and economic slump 
have added to their woes this year. 
BLOOMBERG

HONG KONG

German think tank closes office over new law

Chinese 
Communist 
Party wants 
bigger role 
in private 
sector

China war games a signal to 
Taiwan leader, foreign backers 
R

ECENT Chinese war ga-
mes near Taiwan were a 
deliberate signal to the 
leaders of the island and 

its foreign backers that Beijing 
intends to make good on its vow 
to defend what it considers Chi-
nese sovereignty, a government 
spokesperson said yesterday. 

Ma Xiaoguang of the Chinese 
Cabinet’s Taiwan Affairs Office 
said the exercises were a “neces-
sary measure” because Taiwan’s 
leaders had been engaging in 
activities aimed pushing the is-
land’s formal independence from 
China. He said Taiwan’s leaders 
had sought support from abroad 
and were doing so in a bid to 
hamper China’s development. 

“The situation between the si-
des at present is even more grave 
and complicated. The Democra-
tic Progressive Party authorities 
and the Taiwanese independen-
ce forces are behind this,” Ma 
said, referring to Taiwan’s ruling 
party, which renewed its hold on 
the presidency and parliament in 
elections earlier this year. 

“We have the determination 
and the capability to defeat all 
Taiwan independence activities 
and absolutely safeguard natio-
nal sovereignty and territorial 
integrity,” Ma told reporters at a 
regularly schedule briefing. 

Taiwan said Chinese warpla-
nes entered its airspace over two 
days last week during the large-
-scale war games that it called a 
“serious provocation to Taiwan 
and a grave threat to regional 
peace and stability.” 

It said such actions by China’s 
People’s Liberation Army threa-
ten the entire region and urged 
the international community to 
respond. 

China has been stepping up 
its threat to bring the self-gover-
ning island under its control by 
military force with frequent war 
games and aerial patrols. That 
follows the apparent failure of its 

efforts to win over the island’s 23 
million people to the prospect 
of political unification under the 
“one country, two systems” fra-
mework in place in China, with a 
large majority of Taiwanese favo-
ring maintaining the status quo 
of de facto independence. 

China cut contacts with 
Taiwan’s government following 
the 2016 election of indepen-
dence-minded President Tsai 
Ing-wen, who was re-elected this 
year, and has sought to isolate 
her diplomatically while ratche-
ting up political, military and 
economic pressure. 

At yesterday’s briefing, Ma re-
peatedly side-stepped questions 
about the decision by Taiwan’s 
China-friendly Nationalist Party 
not to send a delegation to at-
tend an annual cross-strait eco-
nomic and cultural forum in the 
Chinese city of Xiamen following 
remarks by a Chinese television 
presenter seen as disparaging. 

After repeated questioning, 
Ma said his understanding was 
the decision was dictated by 
Taiwanese internal politics, ci-
ting unidentified media sources 
in Taiwan. 

Ma also denied reports that 
the Chinese presenter had been 
asked to apologize for her state-
ment that the Nationalist dele-
gation was coming “begging for 
peace.” 

The Nationalists have lost 
badly in the past two presiden-
tial elections, largely as a result 
of perceptions that they are too 
close to Beijing and willing to sell 
out Taiwan’s interests for politi-
cal and economic gain. The par-
ty had run Taiwan for decades, 
partly under martial law, after 
Chiang Kai-shek moved it to the 
island following the Communist 
takeover of mainland China in 
1949. 

China has sought relentlessly 
to isolate the Tsai’s government 
even while she draws closer to 
key ally the United States. Bei-
jing has whittled Taiwan’s roster 
of diplomatic allies down to just 
15 and blocked its representati-
ves from attending international 
gatherings, demanding that Tsai 
agree to recognize Taiwan as a 
part of Chinese territory. 

Earlier this week, Taiwanese 
foreign ministry spokesperson 
Joanne Ou protested British-ba-

sed conservation group BirdLife 
International’s move to exclude 
Taiwan’s Chinese Wild Bird Fede-
ration as a result of the Chinese 
government’s “intervention and 
suppression regarding ecological 
conservation activities.”

“BirdLife International coo-
perated with China to oppress 
the wild bird society of Taiwan. 
Its political consideration is an 
obstacle to international conser-
vation activities,” Ou said. 

In a statement, the Chinese 
Wild Bird Federation said Bir-
dLife had demanded it to sign a 
document formally committing 
to not promote or advocate the 
legitimacy of the Republic of Chi-
na, Taiwan’s formal name, or the 
independence of Taiwan from 
China. 

“As an apolitical organization 
which has never taken a stance 
on any such issue, we felt it was 
inappropriate to sign such a do-
cument and were unable to com-
ply. We are not political actors, we 
are conservationists,” the federa-
tion said. 

BirdLife International did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comment. AP

A German think tank 
said yesterday it is clo-

sing its Hong Kong office 
following China’s imposi-
tion of a sweeping new na-
tional security law on the 
territory.

The Friedrich Nau-
mann Foundation for 
Freedom, which is linked 
to Germany’s opposition 

Free Democratic Party, 
said it could no longer en-
sure the safety of its em-
ployees as a result of the 
new law. 

It said it is freezing its 
activities in the former Bri-
tish colony, giving up its of-
fice and parting company 
with its four remaining 
staff members there. One 

employee already had left 
because of concerns over 
his personal safety, it ad-
ded.

“A climate of fear and 
permanent danger pre-
vails in Hong Kong today,” 
foundation chief Karl-
-Heinz Paque said in a sta-
tement. “Those who stand 
up for democracy and 

freedom in Hong Kong to-
day put themselves in dan-
ger. We cannot expose our 
employees and partners to 
this risk.”

The new security law 
bans secessionist, subver-
sive and terrorist activities, 
as well as collusion with fo-
reign forces, with penalties 
of up to life imprisonment.

Critics say the law 
amounts to a major cra-
ckdown on free speech 
and political activity by 
the opposition and further 
erodes the civil liberties 
promised to Hong Kong 
under the “one country, 
two systems” principle in 
place since it reverted to 
Chinese rule in 1997. AP



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
17.09.2020 thu

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 8
WORLD 國際

AP
 P

H
O

TO

The British National Party has won its first council seat 
in a by-election in East London, provoking fear in the lo-
cal Asian community.

Unemployed lorry driver Derek Beackon beat the La-
bour Party candidate by seven votes to take the margi-
nal Millwall seat.

Politicians on all sides deplored the result which saw 
the BNP’s share of the vote rise from the 20% gained in 
last year’s election to 33.9%.

And Labour have accused the Liberal Democrats of 
helping the BNP to victory by pandering to racism in 
election leaflets they distributed round the Isle of Dogs 
ward.

Raja Miah from the Tower Hamlets Race Equality Cou-
ncil said the result meant the area had stepped back 
seven years in terms of race relations.

“The vote was tragic and the result of manipulation by 
political parties - the Asian community is very sad and 
frightened by the result,” he said.

Many locals echoed his shock when hearing the news 
the BNP had a seat on their council.

“We’re not racists here, East Enders are the salt of the 
earth - I hope people don’t think we are all fascists,” one 
woman said.

But others said the BNP had been elected as a protest 
vote against the perceived favouritism the Labour cou-
ncil displayed to ethnic minorities.

Shadow home secretary Jack Straw said this feeling 
was due to leaflets distributed by the Liberal Demo-
crats which accused Labour of diverting funds to Asian 
communities.

Liberal Democrat leader Paddy Ashdown has admitted 
the literature “could lend itself to a racist interpretation” 
and has ordered an immediate inquiry.

“I personally will not tolerate any election material whi-
ch falls short of our principles and standards,” he said.

Courtesy BBC News

1993 Shock aS raciSt
  winS council Seat

In context

Derek Beackon lost his council seat in May 1994 after a 
Labour landslide in the East End.
The Liberal Democrat candidates - who never really 
recovered from the taint of alleged racism the previous 
year - were also swept out of power in Tower Hamlets.
The BNP did not win any other elections until May 2002 
when the party picked up three council seats in Burnley.

this day in historyJAPAN

New Prime Minister Suga, 
self-made and strong-willed
MARI YAMAGUCHI, 
TOKYO

B
EFORE he got Ja-
pan’s top govern-
ment job, Yoshihi-
de Suga was 

known as a “shadow” prime 
minister and the right-hand 
man for his long-serving 
predecessor.

When Shinzo Abe an-
nounced last month he 
would resign due to ill heal-
th, his chief Cabinet secre-
tary, Suga, said he would 
come forward to pursue 
Abe’s unfinished work. 

The self-made politician 
was elected by Parliament 
yesterday as Japan’s new 
prime minister, two days af-
ter he succeeded Abe as lea-
der of the governing Liberal 
Democratic Party.

Suga’s low-key image 
from government briefings 
contrasts with his behind-
-the-scenes work managing 
bureaucrats and pushing 
policies.

As the chief Cabinet 
spokesman under Abe, 
the straight-faced Suga of-
fered bland commentary 
at twice-daily televised 
news briefings highlighted 
last year when he became 
known as “Uncle Reiwa” 
for unveiling Emperor Na-
ruhito’s imperial era name, 
Reiwa.

But behind the scenes, 
Suga is known for stubbor-
nness, an iron-fist approa-
ch as a policy coordinator 
and influencing bureau-
crats using the power of 
the prime minister’s office, 
leading politics watchers to 
call him the “shadow prime 
minister.”

Some bureaucrats who 
opposed his policies have 
said they were removed 
from government projec-
ts or transferred to other 
posts. Suga recently said he 
would continue to do so.

As his parents’ eldest 
son, Suga defied tradition 
by leaving for Tokyo rather 
than taking over the family 
strawberry farm in Akita 
prefecture. He worked at a 
cardboard factory before 
entering university, paying 
his tuition by working part-
-time jobs, including one at 
the Tsukiji fish market. 

His classmates remem-
ber Suga as quiet but a 
person of determination. 
Suga, who played baseball 

in junior high school, insis-
ted on keeping his batting 
stance despite an instruc-
tor’s advice, saying his style 
made better sense, his old 
friend Yuri Masashi told the 
Mainichi newspaper. Appa-
rently Suga was not talking 
off the cuff, and practiced 
and mastered the techni-
que of a pro baseball star 
from Akita. “Once he makes 
a decision, he never sways 
and he is still the same,” 
Masashi said.

He was a secretary to for-
mer trade minister Hikosa-
buro Okonogi for 11 years 
before becoming a Yokoha-
ma city assemblyman in 
1987. 

“I jumped into politics, 
where I had no connection 
or relatives, literally starting 
from zero,(asterisk) he said 
Monday.

Suga was elected to the 
lower house of parliament 
in 1996 at age 47, a late start 
compared to politicians 
like Abe, a third-generation 
blue-blood politician elec-
ted to parliament at age 29.

Suga was a loyal su-
pporter of Abe since Abe’s 
first stint as prime minis-
ter from 2006 to 2007, and 
helped Abe return to power 
in 2012 and become Japan’s 
longest-serving prime mi-
nister.

Suga has said his top 
priorities will be fighting 
the coronavirus and tur-
ning around a Japanese 
economy battered by the 
pandemic. He has repeate-
dly praised Abe’s diploma-

cy and economic policies 
when asked about what he 
would like to accomplish 
as prime minister, but his 
vision of a future Japan 
remains unclear. He also 
defended favoritism and 
cronyism scandals that oc-
curred under Abe, saying 
the investigations into the 
cases were properly hand-
led.

Suga, at 71, says he is in 
good shape and fit for the 
leadership job. His discipli-
ned daily routine includes 
sit-ups and walking — whi-
le wearing a business suit 
so he can immediately head 
to work in an emergency. 
He commutes from a par-
liamentary apartment and 
hardly goes to his home in 
Yokohama.

He says his weakness 
is sweets, especially sweet 
pancakes and daifuku mo-
chi, a Japanese rice treat 
filled with sweet bean paste. 

Suga says he is a refor-
mist and has broken bu-
reaucratic barriers to secure 
policy achievements. He 
credits himself for a boom 
in foreign tourism, which 
he hopes to revive when the 
coronavirus pandemic sub-
sides, as well as lowering ce-
llphone bills and bolstering 
agricultural exports.

He is also known to su-
pport what would be a his-
toric change in Japan’s im-
migration policy to allow 
more foreign laborers to 
offset the decline in Japan’s 
workforce as the country 
ages. Abe and his nationa-

listic supporters were not 
keen on the change.

Suga has pledged to tar-
get vested interests and ru-
les hampering reforms to 
get more done. One such 
plan is to form a new agen-
cy to promote digital trans-
formation, an area where 
Japan lags and has delayed 
efforts to fight the corona-
virus.

“Where there is a will, 
there is a way,” is Suga’s mo-
tto. He says he seeks to bui-
ld a nation of “self-support, 
mutual support, then pu-
blic support,(asterisk) ur-
ging self-help for indivi-
duals, though that has rai-
sed concerns he envisions 
a government that is cold to 
the weak and the needy.

Compared to his political 
prowess at home, Suga has 
hardly traveled overseas 
and his diplomatic skills 
are unknown, though he is 
largely expected to pursue 
Abe’s priorities. Suga said 
Abe’s approach to diploma-
cy, including his personal 
contacts with U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump, is ou-
tstanding and that he may 
seek Abe’s advice. 

Suga also inherits other 
challenges, including Chi-
na, which continues its as-
sertive actions in regional 
seas. He will have to decide 
what to do with the Tokyo 
Olympics, postponed to 
next summer due to the 
pandemic, and establish 
a good relationship with 
whoever wins the U.S. pre-
sidential race. AP

Former Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga walks at the prime minister’s office after a cabinet 
meeting yesterday
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS: 1- Money-related: Abbr.; 5- Cosecant’s reciprocal; 9- Woe ___; 13- “From 

___ according to his abilities…”; 14- Small hill; 16- Authenticating mark; 17- A shivering 
fit - often a precursor to malaria; 18- Beast of Borden; 19- Appraise, charge per unit; 
20- Sweeney ___; 21- Driver’s aid; 22- Beard type; 24- Conduit; 26- Cork’s place; 27- 
Chart; 29- Encourage; 33- Ogles; 34- Arrest; 35- Trace; 36- Hill insect; 37- Specimen of 
genus Aquila; 38- Essence; 39- OPEC member; 41- Where to wallow; 42- Merchandise; 
44- Below zero; 46- Training group; 47- Muscle quality; 48- As a result; 49- Excrement 
used as fertilizer; 52- Sister of Zsa Zsa; 53- Underground part of a plant; 57- Chemical 
used on trees; 58- ___ I can help it!; 60- Treater’s words; 61- One of the Simpsons; 62- 
Area of land; 63- Western Native Americans; 64- Bibliography abbr.; 65- ABA member; 
66- Juniors, perhaps;
 
DOWN: 1- Noteworthy achievement; 2- Emilia’s husband; 3- Gulf War missile; 4- Cheese; 
5- Rough design; 6- Bay; 7- Centrepiece of 
the human face; 8- Certain Ivy Leaguer; 9- 
Begin, e.g.; 10- Show to a table; 11- Spouse; 
12- Gen. Robert ___; 15- Readable; 23- Metal 
in Montana’s motto; 25- FedEx rival; 26- “South 
Pacific” hero; 27- Category; 28- Put a new 
price on; 29- Large wave caused by tidal flow; 
30- Giver; 31- Piece of music written for a solo 
instrument; 32- Apprehends; 33- Stretched out; 
34- Green; 37- Distinguished; 40- Chemical-
free; 42- Joke; 43- Aromatic; 45- Rocky pinnacle; 
46- Cunning; 48- Eject; 49- Boy or man; 50- Hit 
the ground; 51- Mission control gp.; 52- Coup 
d’___; 54- Not tricked by; 55- Augury; 56- Dick 
Tracy’s love; 59- ... ___ mouse?;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD
 11  

 12  

 18  

 14  

 16  

  thundershower  

  clear          

  clear          

  clear          

  cloudy         

    15  

    13  

    17  

    14  

    17  

    11  

    17  

    21  

    17  

    22  

    21  

    19  

    21  

    26  

    26  

    27  

  26   

  17   

  27   

  28   

  27   

  23   

  23   

  23   

  23   

  24   

  24   

  24   

  25   

  31   

  33   

  32   

  22   

  19   

  29   

  22   

  27   

  clear                    

  drizzle                  

  clear                    

  clear                    

  clear                    

  cloudy                   

  shower                   

  drizzle                  

  moderate rain            

  shower                   

  heavy rain               

  drizzle                  

  drizzle to moderate rain 

  cloudy                   

  thundershower            

  thundershower            

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
There are strong currents of  
compassion and nurturing in 
your life right now. What is 
traditionally considered “female” 
energy should be quite prominent 
in your day.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You don’t need an excuse to 
pamper yourself. It’s a good day 
to indulge in a little “me” time. 
You’ve been weathering some 
stressful times, and you deserve a 
little break.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
It’s okay if  you don’t want to share 
today. If  you’re feeling possessive 
about one of  your belongings, your 
time, or your money, then offering 
it to someone else will do nothing 
but put you in a bad mood.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your ego is solid, so you won’t be 
in need of  validation from other 
people right now, which is good! 
When the spotlight shines in your 
direction, you’ll have the urge to run 
away from it instead of  toward it.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You controlled your temper 
when that certain someone 
tried to push your buttons. You 
controlled your hunger when 
faced with a naughty dietary 
temptation.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
After all, they’re your family. 
There will be plenty of  time in the 
future to bond with them! Getting 
some unconditional love from 
someone who has known you all 
your life is priceless.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Someone you are working with 
needs to learn some flexibility 
skills. They are being too rigid, 
and their stubbornness could 
be giving you a bad reputation 
within the larger group.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
There may be some issues 
being addressed by your 
subconscious, but don’t worry. 
If  you need to think about 
them, they’ll come up to your 
conscious mind.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Just because time will be a huge 
factor for you today doesn’t give 
you license to run around like 
a chicken with its head cut off! 
Think strategically and you can 
become a master of  the clock!

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Today, it’s advisable for you to reserve 
your energy for your own issues and 
concerns and don’t worry about 
other people too much. So what if  
folks complain that you are being 
selfish by not putting them first?

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
If  people are bickering, you don’t 
have to join them! Choose your 
battles and you will choose your 
mood. Someone says something a 
little too sassy for your taste? Just 
smile and let it slide.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Whatever you’re feeling, you 
gotta let it out today! Happy or 
sad, jealous or proud, envious or 
territorial, it doesn’t make any 
difference. Just let folks know 
what’s going on in your heart.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
The Ritz-Carlton Spa receives wellness and spa award

MGM recently hosted a 
graduation ceremony for 
40 graduates of this year’s 
“Junior Lion Dance Training 

The Ritz-Carlton Spa, Macau 
has received the “Most Attrac-
tive Spa Treatment of the Year” 
award at the SpaChina Well-
ness and Spa Awards 2020. 

The hotel’s Restorative Bam-
boo Massage was chosen 

40 students graduate from MGM’s lion dance training 
in the past seven weeks of 
training in a performance in 
front of guests. Afterwards, 
junior lion dancers from “Ju-
nior Lion Dance Continuous 
Training Program” also pre-
sented a drum performance 
to celebrate the new gradua-
tes. 

The “6th Junior Lion Dance 
Training Program” is co-or-
ganized by MGM and Hong 
Wai Dragon & Lion Dance 
Association Macau.

Since 2015,  MGM has or-
ganized the program for lo-
cal children every summer. 
It aims to disseminate the 
lion dance, a significant pie-
ce of Lingnan culture, to the 
community, especially to the 
younger generation.

warmed herbal poultices infu-
sed with ginger and white tur-
meric, which will improve ove-
rall circulation and soothe tired 
muscles. This is followed by a 
massage with warm bamboo 
to unravel deep-seated ten-
sion both inside and out.

Mr. Rauf Malik, Vice President 
of Operations for The Ritz-
-Carlton, Macau and JW Mar-
riott Hotel Macau, said, “With 
this being the sixth consecu-
tive year that the Ritz-Carl-
ton Spa, Macau has received 
prestigious accolades from the 
SpaChina Awards, our com-
mitment to providing each 
guest with a thoughtful and 
intimate spa and wellness ex-
perience has only been stren-
gthened.”

Program” at Grande Praça, 
MGM Macau.

The graduates showca-
sed what they have learnt 

as the “Most Attractive Spa 
Treatment of the Year.”

Guests can experience the 
sensation of a soothing flow 
of warmth throughout the 
whole body, with a potent 
blend of essential oils and 

WILL DAVIES

THOMAS Cook relaun-
ched yesterday as an onli-

ne travel firm that will initially 
sell holidays to destinations 
on the U.K. government’s safe 
travel corridor list.

The company, bought by 
China’s Fosun Group for 11 
million pounds ($14 million) 
after collapsing last year, has 
a new website through which 
customers can design their 
trips with add-ons including 
car rental and travel insuran-
ce, according to a statement.

“We are launching now 
clearly aware of the short-
-term challenges posed by 
the pandemic,” U.K. Chief 
Executive Officer Alan Fren-
ch said in the statement. “We 
and our Fosun backers are 
taking the long view.”

The collapse of Thomas 
Cook, a travel brand that da-
tes back to the 1840s, led to 
9,000 job losses in the U.K. 
and left 150,000 tourists stran-
ded overseas. The revamped 
company has created a trust 
to protect payments and will 
only receive customers’ mo-
ney once they return from va-
cation. Holidaymakers won’t 
be charged fees to rearrange 

BRYCE BASCHUK

THE World Trade Organization’s 
ruling that the U.S. violated in-

ternational regulations by imposing 
tariffs on more than $234 billion of 
Chinese exports failed to dissuade 
Washington of its ‘America First’ 
trade policy and will do little to alter 
the current trade environment.

U.S. Trade Representative Robert 
Lighthizer said the WTO report re-
leased Tuesday “confirmed” Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s aggressive fo-
reign policy that has sought to dis-
mantle multilateral organizations 
like the Geneva-based trade body.

While the ruling handed China 
a victory on paper, it means little 
since the U.S. already hobbled the 
WTO by dismantling its panel that 
oversees the appeals process. Chad 
Bown, a senior fellow at the Peter-
son Institute for International Eco-
nomics, said that Washington can 
simply appeal the WTO report “into 
the void” since there is no adjudica-
tive body.

“There are no winners in this dis-
pute,” Bown said. “The U.S., China 
and especially the WTO are all lo-
sers.”

The dispute centers on the 
Trump administration’s use of a 
1970s-era U.S. law to unilaterally 
launch its trade conflict against 
China in 2018. The U.S. said the 
levies were necessary to confront 
China’s widespread violations of 
intellectual property rights and for-
ced technology transfer policies.

China responded that the tariffs 
violated the WTO’s most-favored 
treatment provision because the 
measures failed to provide the same 
treatment to all WTO members.

While China approved of the 
report and said it “hopes that the 

their trips if government rules 
change, French said.

“There’s no denying that 
this will be a challenge for the 
travel brand. Its name and re-
cent history won’t help,” said 
Peter Knapp, chairman of 
branding consultancy Lan-
dor Associates. “But if it is 
able to confront this opportu-
nity, learn the lessons from its 
past and tap into its heritage 
and pedigree in holiday des-
tinations, it may stand a figh-
ting chance.”

Thomas Cook’s brand and 
online assets were acquired 
in November by Fosun, ow-
ned by Chinese billionaire 
Guo Guangchang. The Shan-
ghai-based group’s other as-
sets include Club Med SAS 
and English Premier League 
soccer club Wolverhampton 
Wanderers. Fosun operates 
various businesses under 
listed units Fosun Tourism 
Group, Fosun International 
Ltd. and Shanghai Fosun 
Pharmaceutical Group Co.

Fosun Tourism rose 4.8% 
in Hong Kong yesterday, its 
biggest gain since Aug. 13. The 
stock has fallen 25% since Nov. 
1, when the deal to acquire 
Thomas Cook acquisition was 
reached. BLOOMBERG

American side will fully respect the 
ruling,” Lighthizer said the decision 
“shows that the WTO provides no 
remedy” to intellectual property 
disputes.

“The United States must be 
allowed to defend itself against un-
fair trade practices, and the Trump 
administration will not let China 
use the WTO to take advantage 
of American workers, businesses, 
farmers, and ranchers,” Lighthizer 
said in a statement.

Lighthizer added that the report 
would have no effect on the phase-
-one trade deal the U.S. and China 
struck that ensures greater protec-
tion for intellectual property rights 
and removes impediments to Ame-
rican companies in financial servi-
ces and agriculture.

Speaking to reporters after the 
report Tuesday, Trump said he’s 
“not a fan” of the institution but will 
consider the ruling.

“Maybe we’ll have to do some-
thing about the WTO because they 
let China get away with murder,” he 
said. “We’ll take a look at that. But 
I’m not a big fan of the WTO, I can 
tell you right now. Maybe they did 

us a big favor.”
A panel of three WTO trade ex-

perts on Tuesday said the U.S. 
broke global regulations when it 
imposed tariffs on Chinese goods 
in 2018, saying “the United States 
had not met its burden of demons-
trating that the measures are provi-
sionally justified.”

Though the use of Section 301 of 
the U.S.’s 1974 Trade Act isn’t unpre-
cedented, the provision largely fell 
out of favor in the 1990s after the 
U.S. agreed to first follow the WTO’s 
dispute-settlement process before 
it triggered any retaliatory trade ac-
tions.

And while the WTO’s decision 
would pave the way for China to 
implement its own restrictive mea-
sures within the legal internatio-
nal framework, Beijing has already 
taken such action, according to 
Bown.

“China’s retaliatory tariffs were 
also arguably a violation of WTO 
rules,” Bown said. “Beijing took 
matters into its own hands by im-
posing tariffs over its grievances 
before any WTO rulings were is-
sued.” BLOOMBERG

TOURISM
Chinese-owned 
Thomas Cook reborn 
as online travel agent

China’s paper win at 
WTO doesn’t dissuade 
Trump from trade war
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Tiger Woods in need of 
some magic at US Open
TIM DAHLBERG

B
Y now, Tiger Woods 
should have had a chan-
ce to defend his Masters 
title. By now, there shou-

ld be an answer for his rabid fans 
about just how much time they 

should devote to cheering him on 
in the U.S. Open.

But in a year where answers 
are hard to come from anywhere, 
there isn’t a simple one about his 
chances of winning a fourth Open 
championship.

It’s so complicated that even 

Woods seems to be having pro-
blems figuring it out.

“This year I really haven’t put-
ted as well as I wanted to, and the 
times I did make a few swing mis-
takes, I missed it in the wrong spo-
ts,’’ Woods said yesterday [Macau 
time]. “Consequently, I just didn’t 

have the right looks at it. I’ve com-
pounded mistakes here and there 
that ended up not making me able 
to make pars or a birdie run, and 
consequently I haven’t put myself 
in contention to win events.’’

Don’t feel bad if that seemed di-
fficult to follow. With Woods we’ve 
been guessing at things for years.

Is his back OK? Is he rusty from 
not playing enough? How about 
the putter? 

And add this one into the mix 
for this tournament: At the age of 
44 will he be able to match players 
two decades younger when it 
comes to hacking out of the rou-
gh and steadying himself on the 
6-footers for par?

We’ll know soon enough, with 
Woods teeing off today at Winged 
Foot in a pairing that includes two 
players who, unlike Woods, have 
a lot more professional golf in 
their future than they do in their 
past. One of them, newly crowned 
PGA champion Collin Morikawa, 
wasn’t even born when Woods 
won his first PGA tournament in 
1996, while Justin Thomas, until 
last month, was officially the best 
player in golf.

Oddsmakers don’t exactly fan-
cy his chances, making Woods 
a 35-1 shot to edge closer to the 
biggest record he doesn’t hold in 
golf — the 18 majors won by Jack 
Nicklaus. Woods himself doesn’t 
sound terribly confident, even 
if he’s not quite ready yet to take 

his place as an elder statesman of 
golf.

“I think it gets harder to win as 
we all age,’’ he said.

Compounding the issue for 
Woods this week isn’t necessarily 
the length of Winged Foot, which 
stretches nearly 7,500 yards with a 
par of 70. He’s plenty long to still 
be competitive with players like 
Thomas and Morikawa, even if 
they will likely be outdriving him 
in the opening rounds.

It’s what happens when he 
can’t find the fairway and needs to 
scramble that will be the toughest 
part. By all accounts, the rough 
at Winged Foot is brutal, which 
means Woods will need to over-
come mistakes off the tee with the 
kind of short game that has won 
him 15 majors.

Unfortunately, the putts under 
10 feet that used to be automatic 
for Woods are automatic no lon-
ger. It doesn’t help that he mis-
sed the FedEx playoffs and hasn’t 
played competitively in three 
weeks.

There’s also the fact that in 
six rounds in two major cham-
pionships at Winged Foot, Woods 
is a combined 18-over-par. That 
includes the 2006 Open at Win-
ged Foot, where Woods shot 76-76 
and missed the cut.

Still, as his magical win at 
the Masters last year reminded 
everyone, it would be a mistake to 
sell him short. AP
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Report finds global economic 
outlook not as bad as expected

The global economy is not doing as bad as previously expected, 
especially in the United States and China, but has still suffered 
an unprecedented drop due to the coronavirus pandemic, an in-
ternational watchdog said yesterday.

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop-
ment said in a report that the world’s gross domestic product is 
projected to decline by 4.5% this year - less than the 6% plunge it 
had predicted in June.

The global economy is expected to rebound and grow by 5% 
next year, the organization said.

Yet the OECD notes that its outlook is “subject to considera-
ble uncertainty” as the pandemic continues, and assumes that 
“sporadic local outbreaks will continue” and a vaccine will not 
be available until late in 2021.

The OECD upgraded its forecast for the U.S. economy, antici-
pating a contraction of 3.8% this year instead of a plunge of 7.3% 
forecast previously.

China is expected to be the only country in the group of 20 
most powerful economies to grow this year - by 1.8%.The OECD 
cut its forecasts for India, Mexico and South Africa.

OPINION
World Views
Andrea Felsted, Bloomberg

Vietnam will resume 
international commercial 
flights to several Asian 
destinations starting 
tomorrow, after a 
monthslong shutdown 
to curb the coronavirus 
outbreak. The flights, 
however, are reserved for 
Vietnamese nationals, 
diplomats, experts, 
managers, skilled workers, 
investors and their families. 
They are not yet available 
for tourists.

Mexican President Andrés 
Manuel López Obrador said 
he will ask the Senate to 
schedule a referendum on 
whether to investigate and 
possibly bring charges against 
his predecessors, including 
almost all of Mexico’s living 
ex-presidents. He proposed 
the referendum for June 6, 
2021, the date of midterm 
congressional elections 
that are key for holding on 
to López Obrador’s bare 
majority in Congress. 

UN The Security Council 
adopted a resolution 
demanding that all 
countries enforce the 
widely violated U.N. arms 
embargo on Libya, withdraw 
all mercenaries from the 
North African nation. The 
council also called for 
political talks and a cease-
fire in the war, stressing it 
has no military solution. The 
vote was 13-0, with Russia 
and China abstaining.

UK The British government 
plans to ration coronavirus 
testing, giving priority to 
health workers and home 
care staff after widespread 
reports that people around 
the country were unable 
to schedule tests. Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson will 
face questions about his 
handling of the COVID-19 
pandemic in the House of 
Commons and before a key 
committee amid the outcry 
over the shortage of testing.

Spain Madrid will introduce 
selective lockdowns in urban 
areas where the coronavirus 
is spreading faster. Deputy 
regional health chief Antonio 
Zapatero said yesterday that 
the measures will most likely 
affect southern, working-
class neighborhoods of 
Madrid where infection rates 
have been steadily soaring 
since August. The measures 
to be taken will be decided 
by this weekend.
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Retailers think 
you can’t work in 
sweatpants forever

Consumerism is back in fashion in spite of the en-
during Covid-19 pandemic.

The biggest European clothing retailers Inditex SA 
and Hennes & Mauritz AB both demonstrated that 
demand for fast-fashion is stronger than expected 
as consumers try to return to some semblance of nor-
mality. The good news has driven up the Stoxx Europe 
600 Retail Index 4% this week.

While Spanish retailing giant Inditex still reported a 
net loss in the first half of its financial year, it was less 
than analysts had feared. Chairman Pablo Isla cal-
led the second quarter a “turning point” as the owner of 
the Zara, Oysho and Pull & Bear chains returned to pro-
fitability. The company’s prowess in getting garments 
from design room to stores within weeks allowed it to 
cut its stock levels by 19%, a remarkable feat during the 
unprecedented coronavirus lockdowns.

But the most telling indicator is how sales have deve-
loped through the year. After plunging 44% in the first 
quarter, and staying down 31% in the second one, the 
decline was just 11% between August 1 and Septem-
ber 6. It’s a sign a recovery may be on the cards for the 
back-to-school — and for some back-to-the-office 
— season.

The pandemic has turbocharged e-commerce, 
and both Inditex and H&M have helped themselves 
weather the storm by bolstering their online opera-
tions. Other digital retailers have also benefited. Un-
derlining the enthusiasm, shares in the online seller 
of cosmetics and protein shakes THG Holdings Ltd. 
rose more than 30% yesterday, their first morning of 
trading.

But it’s not just internet and mobile orders that are 
thriving. Associated British Food Plc’s cheap chic Pri-
mark has also traded strongly since stores reopened, 
even as the chain continued to stubbornly buck the 
online trend.

So what’s behind the retail recovery?
With travel abroad on the back burner for now, it’s 

freeing up more disposable income to spend on spor-
ting the latest fashions or buying themselves other 
treats. On Tuesday Ocado Group Plc said it felt the di-
fference in July and August with people staycationing. 
A year earlier, more were going away for their holi-
days, so they weren’t putting bottles of wine or barbe-
cue fare into their online grocery baskets.

As people’s social lives pick up, they are more eager 
to get out to splurge and dress up again. Just glance at 
people walking in parks and promenading along sea-
fronts. It may be a case that with so much time spent 
working in sweatpants, leaving home is now an excu-
se to put on a floaty dress.

But however strong the rebound, retailers shou-
ldn’t be lulled into a false sense of security. While 
consumers are prepared to return to suburban retail 
outlets, which are often in open-air spaces with con-
venient parking, city-center stores remain quiet. ABF 
said it expected Primark’s U.K. same-store sales to 
be 12% lower than a year ago between reopening in 
June and the end of its its financial year on Sept. 12. 
But the decline would be just 5% when excluding the 
chain’s four large destination stores in London, Bir-
mingham and Manchester.

Unless there is a large-scale return to work, or con-
sumers become more confident about travelling on 
public transport and visiting what they perceive to 
be crowded locations, it’s hard to see this division be-
tween destinations changing.

Meanwhile, other risks remain, including the poten-
tial for second wave of the virus. And of course, the 
economic effect of the pandemic may not be fully felt 
yet. Rising unemployment, or fears of job losses, cou-
ld cause consumers to become more cautious.

But for now, retailers should rejoice in the uptick 
in spending, particularly as it may not last for much 
longer.

Study hints antibody 
drug may cut Covid-19 
hospitalizations

MARILYNN MARCHIONE

A drug company says 
that partial results 

from a study testing an an-
tibody drug give hints that 
it may help mild to mode-
rately ill COVID-19 patients 
from needing to be hospi-
talized, a goal no current 
coronavirus medicine has 
been able to meet.

Eli Lilly announced the 
results yesterday in a press 
release, but they have not 
been published or 
reviewed by inde-
pendent scientists. 

The drug missed 
the study’s main 
goal of reducing 
the amount of virus 
patients had after 
11 days, except at 
the middle of three 
doses being tested. 
However, most stu-
dy participants, even 
those given a place-
bo treatment, had cleared 
the virus by then, so that 
time point now seems too 
late to judge that potential 
benefit, the company said. 

Other tests suggest the 
drug was reducing virus 
sooner, and the results are 
an encouraging “proof of 
principle” as this and other 
studies continue, Lilly said. 

The company said it 
would talk with regulators 
about possible next steps 
but that it was too soon to 
speculate on whether these 
interim results might lead 
to any action to allow early 
use.

“I’m strongly encoura-
ged” by the results, said Dr. 
Myron Cohen, a University 
of North Carolina virolo-
gist. He had no role in the 
Lilly study but helps direct 
antibody studies for a pu-
blic-private research group 
the federal government 
formed to speed testing of 
these drugs. 

“This seems to demons-
trate what we thought” — 
that such drugs would give 
a benefit, he said.

Antibodies are proteins 
the body makes when an 
infection occurs; they atta-
ch to a virus and help it be 
eliminated. The blood of 
survivors is being tested as 
a treatment for COVID-19 
patients because it contains 
such antibodies, but the 
strength and types of anti-
bodies varies depending on 
each donor, and doing this 
on a large scale is impracti-
cal.

The drugs that Lilly and 
other companies are testing 
are concentrated versions 
of specific antibodies that 
worked best against the co-

ronavirus in lab and animal 
tests, and can be made in 
large, standardized doses.

They are being tested to 
treat newly diagnosed CO-
VID-19 patients in hope of 
preventing serious disease 
or death, and to try to pre-
vent infection in people 
at high risk of that such as 
nursing home residents 
and health workers.

The results come from 
450 people in a mid-stage 
study testing an antibody 

jointly developed 
by Indianapolis-
-based Lilly and the 
Canadian company 
AbCellera in peo-
ple with COVID-19 
symptoms not severe 
enough to warrant 
hospitalization. The 
drug is given once 
through an IV and 
was tested at three 
doses. Neither the 
patients nor their 

doctors knew which patien-
ts received the drug or pla-
cebo infusions.

Hospitalization or ER 
visits occurred in 1.7%, or 
5 of 302 patients given the 
drug and 6% or 9 of 150 of 
those given placebo. The 
company did not disclose 
whether those results met 
scientific tests to rule out 
that they could have occur-
red by chance alone.

The company felt that 
giving the actual numbers 
“told the story in the most 
balanced way,” said Lilly’s 
chief scientific officer, Dr. 
Daniel Skovronsky. AP

”This seems to 
demonstrate what 
we thought — that 
such drugs would 

give a benefit.
DR. MYRON COHEN 

VIROLOGIST


