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GAMING: AVERAGE DAILY 
REVENUE DISAPPOINTS IN 

SEPTEMBER EVEN AS VISITOR 
ARRIVALS SHOW GROWTH

CHINA SAID ALLEGATIONS AGAINST A 
NYC POLICE OFFICER CHARGED WITH 
BEING AN ‘INTELLIGENCE ASSET’ FOR 

BEIJING ARE ‘PURE FABRICATION’  P6 P2 P5

More on backpage

China While other 
nations invest in 
developing poor areas, 
Beijing doesn’t hesitate 
to operate on a more 
ambitious scale by 
moving communities 
wholesale and building 
new towns in its effort to 
modernize China. The 
ruling Communist Party 
has announced an official 
target of ending extreme 
poverty by the end of the 
year, ahead of the 100th 
anniversary of its founding 
in 2021. More on p6

Taiwan’s President 
Tsai Ing-wen visited a 
military base on one 
of the outlying islands 
yesterday in a display 
of resolve following a 
recent show of force by 
rival China. Tsai spoke 
to roughly a hundred air 
force pilots and crew 
members at the Penghu 
Magong Air Force base, 
where two pilots took 
off in Taiwan-produced 
Ching-kuo Indigenous 
Defense Fighters to 
greet her arrival. 

Tokyo The only thing 
more difficult than 
staging next year’s Tokyo 
Olympics in a pandemic 
might be convincing 
sponsors to keep their 
billions of dollars on 
board in the midst of 
economic turbulence 
and skepticism. To make 
the point this week, IOC 
President Thomas Bach 
will join a number of 
Japanese government 
and city officials, local 
organizers and other top 
International Olympic 
Committee leaders in 
repeating a message 
they’ve failed to convey 
forcefully enough to 
deep-pocketed sponsors: 
Trust us. More on p11
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LOCAL ARCHITECTS 
UNHAPPY WITH EXCLUSION 

FROM URBAN PROJECTS 

Hong Kong extends social distancing 
measures for another week

Macau Food Festival returns with 
only local caterers this year
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SPORTS CHIEF 
IN ‘PURSUIT 
OF BETTER 
FACILITIES’

In an exclusive 
interview with 

Macau Daily Times, 
Pun Weng Kun 

reviewed some of 
the most significant 

milestones four 
years in his role
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Majority living in Iao 
Hon cluster buildings 
are not residents

The majority of the households in 
the seven Iao Hon cluster buildings 
are not occupied by Macau residents, 
according to the Macau Urban Renewal 
company’s latest survey. Last month, 
the company completed its 10-month-
long survey on the buildings. Based on 
the statistics collected from a door-to-
door investigation, the company was 
able to conclude that Macau residents 
occupy less than 30% of the houses. 
In total, the seven buildings comprise 
approximately 2,500 residential units 
and shops. The government company 
was able to contact nearly 50% of these 
house owners. By the first quarter of 
next year, the company will complete a 
final research report regarding these 
same buildings.
 

UM student dissuaded 
from suicide 

A student from the University of Macau 
(UM) has attempted to end her life 
by jumping from a building on the UM 
campus. According to a report by the 
university’s student magazine, last week, 
a female student set out to commit 
suicide. She was eventually dissuaded by 
her boyfriend and by some firefighters. 
The school report said that the student 
had been diagnosed with depression 
and her classmates claimed that her 
student union leader had been regularly 
finding her troubled. The UM said that 
the school immediately contacted 
the student’s family and arranged a 
consultant to provide psychiatric help 
to the girl. The school did not disclose 
any more information about the case to 
issue further comments for the sake of 
the student’s privacy.

Civilian injured by 
falling construction 
material 

A member of the public recently 
sustained injuries after being hit by 
falling construction materials while 
using a public facility managed by the 
government. The incident took place 
by the Hac Sá Reservoir. The victim 
was using a wash basin at the reservoir 
when a piece of the decorative surface 
suddenly fell from the structure. The 
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) manages 
the facility. The department is seeking 
to pursue the contractor for liability. 
The IAM said that it has already set a 
perimeter around the accident scene 
and has already identified the washbasin 
contractor as responsible and requested 
that they check and fix the facility, in 
addition to submitting a report. The 
department also claimed that it would 
enhance its own quality control and that, 
because of this specific occurrence, it is 
now going to inspect all public facilities 
under its management.

Local architects unhappy with 
exclusion from urban projects

First Macau funds donated to Lebanon
ASSOCIAÇÃO In-

ternacional de Fi-
lantropia (Macau), (also 
known in English as the 
International Philan-
thropy Association), is 
conducting a fundrai-
sing campaign to su-
pport Achrafieh2020, a 
Lebanese non-profit as-
sociation.

The initiative was 

started in response to the 
deadly explosion that ri-
pped through Beirut, the 
capital city of the Middle 
Eastern country, on Au-
gust 4. It was equivalent 
to a 3.3-magnitude ear-
thquake and “will have 
devastating consequen-
ces for a country already 
suffering from a financial 
and economic [impact] 

and severely hit with a 
health crisis,” as descri-
bed by the association. 

Some 300,000 peo-
ple are now homeless 
and parts of the herita-
ge of the historic nei-
ghborhood of Achrafieh 
has been severely dama-
ged. A first donation of 
$2,677 (about 21,300 pa-
tacas) was sent directly 

to Achrafieh2020 last 
week as a result of the 
donations made to the 
campaign so far. The on-
line campaign continues 
and has already received 
over MOP40,000 in indi-
vidual donations.  

In a thank you note, 
Achrafieh2020 expressed 
its gratitude to Macau 
stating, “the initiative 

and the effort put to rai-
se these funds is not to 
be underestimated given 
the current circumstan-
ces where people across 
the world are facing 
other challenges.” 

Macau Daily Times is 
the official media part-
ner of the Associação In-
ternacional de Filantro-
pia (Macau). AL

JULIE ZHU

RECENTLY, the government 
released its 2020-2040 Ur-

ban Master Plan as well as a 
preliminary conceptual design 
for the future Central Library 
project. Both projects were 
commissioned to foreign com-
panies, which once again raised 
discussion surrounding the par-
ticipation of local entities.

The local architecture sector 
told Macau Daily Times yester-
day that it was mostly dissatis-
fied with the exclusion of Macau 
designers from these projects. 

During a recent sympo-
sium at the Macau Universi-
ty of Science and Technology 
(MUST), architect Carlos Al-
berto dos Santos Marreiros said 
that the government should give 
local architects more opportu-
nities to participate in the de-
tailed district urban planning 
of the city as local architects un-
derstand the community better, 
who, in turn, will make more re-
levant plans suitable for the city.

The government’s master 
plan divides Macau into 18 dis-
tricts, each with a core function. 
These small districts, which are 
called the Operative Utilities 
for Planning and Management, 
“should be commissioned to 
local offices,” Marreiros told the 
Times in an interview yesterday. 

“It is a good practice all over 
the world because only locals 
can understand the identity of 
the community, its finger print, 
the collective memories and the 
real function,” said the architect 
whose firm won the tender for 
the former Central Library pro-
ject back in November 2018.

In Marreiros’ opinion, not 

only should these plans be ou-
tsourced to local companies, 
but the SAR government should 
also not carry out public con-
sultation for the relevant public 
tenders for the sake of efficiency.

“There are around 12 com-
panies in Macau and they are 
well prepared with human and 
financial resources to do this. 
These 18 operative utilities 
should be commissioned to 
local companies without any 
public tender and without any 
public competition so that we 
will save time and money,” said 
Marreiros. “Preparing tenders 
and competition takes a lot of 
time, a lot of paper work and a 
lot of bureaucracy.”

Despite these opinions, the 
well-known architect still wel-
comes global competition and 
international involvement whe-
re appropriate.

“Of course, local companies 
should select international 
consultancy for sophisticated 
things like traffic, automatic 
car parks, and for technologies 

which we don’t have,” Marreiros 
commented. “I welcome inter-
national competition for archi-
tecture but not for detailed ur-
ban planning because the latter 
is related to the local people and 
to the soul of the city.”

Previously, lawmaker Au 
Kam San urged the government 
not to force foreign design con-
tractors to hire local architects, 
which he says could impact the 
quality of the projects.

However, Au’s opinion was 
met with disagreement by Fran-
cisco Vizeu Pinheiro and Nuno 
Soares, both of whom are well-
-known and experienced archi-
tects in Macau.

Pinheiro, whose work in-
volves the urban rehabilitation 
projects in Macau historical 
centers, endorses international-
-local partnership as it benefits 
the city. 

“International ideas need to 
be translated into the local juris-
diction and the local laws,” said 
Pinheiro who believes that such 
international-local partnership 

is already happening and that 
the city’s integrated casino pro-
jects are examples. 

Nuno Soares, another archi-
tect and urban planner based 
in Macau, suggests that public 
projects need local expertise 
and local professionals but that 
competition is also essential.

“There should be a design 
competition for most public 
projects to […] promote archi-
tectural excellency and it is very 
important that we [collaborate] 
on local and also international 
expertise,” Soares said. 

As to the government’s mas-
ter plan, Soares considers it im-
portant to involve local architec-
ts, engineers, and local society, 
especially on the elaboration of 
each one of the individual plans.

He also regards public con-
sultation as a pivotal element 
for Macau’s urban planning.

“The most important job 
now is for us, for the society to 
participate in the public con-
sultation to really improve the 
master plan,” Soares urged. 
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Macau Food Festival returns with 
only local caterers this year

Alcohol policy for minors to undergo 
public consultation next month
JULIE ZHU

THE Macau SAR gover-
nment will be asking 

the public to voice their 
opinions on the possible 
future polices regarding al-
cohol control for minors, 
the Health Bureau (SSM) 

announced yesterday.
In early 2019, the SSM 

unveiled some proposals 
regarding alcohol control 
polices for underage peo-
ple.

The health authority 
proposed that the mini-
mum age for the purchase 

of alcohol to be set at 18 
years old, and it further 
suggested banning the ad-
vertisement of alcohol to 
underage children. Accor-
ding to the proposal, when 
buying alcohol, customers 
will be required to present 
identification.

At the current stage, the 
authority has not decided 
on the exact regulations yet, 
and is waiting for the pu-
blic, and especially youths, 
to provide their opinions.

The first consultation 
session is scheduled for Oc-
tober 10 and is exclusively 

for those in the concerned 
industries. The second ses-
sion will be arranged on 
October 24 for associations. 
The third session, to be held 
on October 31, will be open 
to the general public. All 
consultation sessions will 
take place at the Areia Preta 
Health Center. 

The public consultation 
is already approximately 
one year overdue. Origi-
nally, the government plan-
ned to carry out the consul-
tation in the second half of 
last year.

According to a survey 
conducted in Macau, nearly 
80 percent of middle school 
students interviewed had 
experiences with alcohol. 
Eight percent have over-
-drunk and 1.6 percent said 
they had become drunk.

According to another 
survey conducted in 2016, 
the median age of initial 
alcohol consumption for 
Macau youth is 15.75 years 
old, and 41 percent of res-
pondents were drunk for 
the first time before the age 
of 15. 

ANTHONY LAM

T
HE annual Macau Food 
Festival will return in 
November for its 20th 
edition, with a smaller 

scale and special measures amid 
the Covid-19 pandemic, Chan 
Chak Mo, president of the festi-
val’s organizing committee dis-
closed.

Hosted by the United Associa-
tion of Food and Beverage Mer-
chants of Macao, the festival’s 
first merchant briefing session 
was held yesterday. The session 
attracted 194 registrants, of whi-
ch 184 were present when the 
session commenced.

The organizing committee 
revealed that a total of 102 mer-
chants were first-timers at both 
the festival and the briefing ses-
sion. This amounted to an appro-
ximate 10% increase over last 
year.

Chan could not estimate how 
many of them would register to 
participate in the festival, clari-
fying that the situation usually 
gets clearer at the second briefing 
session.

The registration period for 
caterers has started and will be 
open until October 5.

Chan disclosed during the ses-
sion that this year’s festival would 
set a lower quota on the number 
of participating caterers. Chan 
recalled that there were about 
150 booths last year, while this 
year, there will be a maximum of 
just 110 booths.

Shrinking the lineup was a 
way to follow the government’s 
guidelines on Covid-19. By set-
ting up fewer booths, each boo-
th will be able to adhere to social 
distancing requirements.

This year’s festival will be in 
the same area as last year’s. Chan 
stressed that both the square 

opposite the Macau Tower and 
the leisure area adjacent to the 
Sai Van Lake would be used.

In previous editions of the 
Food Festival, caterers were in-
vited to participate in the event 
from other jurisdictions such 
as mainland China, Hong Kong 
and Malaysia. However, this year 
only local caterers will partici-
pate. With current immigration 
measures still being stricter than 
normal, Chan explained that the 
association has called off the idea 
of inviting non-local caterers to 
participate in the event this year.

With these changes conside-
red, Chan declined to speculate 
on the change in revenue of this 
year’s festival, especially since 
tourist arrivals from the main-
land are only just restarting. 

Furthermore, other ongoing 
epidemic measures will be in pla-
ce unless the health authorities 
advise otherwise. Chan expects 

that the health code and body 
temperature measurements will 
be required upon entry.

Among the new health guide-
lines for this year’s event is the 
requirement that dining tables 
be set up apart from one another. 
The organizing committee also 
hopes to maintain a maximum of 
four diners at one table. Moreo-
ver, there would be a separate en-
trance and exit in order to avoid 
crowds gathering.

Also impacted by social dis-
tancing requirements is the ope-
ning ceremony, which will be 
cancelled this year.

Participating vendors are sub-
ject to several requirements in or-
der to join the festival. Chan said 
that the requirements this year 
would be more or less the same 
as those enacted in previous edi-
tions, as they have proven effec-
tive.

One such requirement dicta-

tes that participating merchants 
must sell food items already on 
their menus, meaning that they 
cannot sell special items at the 
festival which are not otherwise 
sold at their shops.

This is to avoid disappointing 
diners. “We don’t want to see di-
ners having tasted something 
good at the festival and returning 
to the restaurant but not [being] 
able to find it,” Chan explained.

The owner of a western-sty-
le restaurant, surnamed Wong, 
told the media that she forecasts 
residents will be more cautious 
when spending, therefore she did 
not expect to make significant re-
venue during the upcoming fes-
tival.

In addition to that, she was 
concerned about the require-
ment on provision of alcohol rub 
at the booth. Since her establish-
ment needs to cook on open fire, 
she fears its use may cause a risk 
of fire or explosion.

This year’s Macau Food Festi-
val will be held between Novem-
ber 13 and 29 for a total of 17 days 
at the Largo da Torre de Macau. 
The event will operate between 5 
p.m. and 11 p.m. on weekdays, as 
well as between 3 p.m. and mid-
night on weekends.
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Hong Kong extends social distancing 
measures for another week
KAREN LEIGH 
& FELIX TAM

HONG Kong will ex-
tend virus-related 

social distancing mea-
sures for another week 
amid persisting signs of 
hidden Covid-19 trans-
mission, Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam said.

Despite moderating 
numbers, “we still have 
unknown cases and it 
implies that there is si-
lent transmission chain 
in our community,” Lam 

said at a weekly brie-
fing on Tuesday before a 
meeting of her advisory 
Executive Council.

Bars, pools and theme 
parks were allowed to 
reopen last Friday. Bars 
were allowed to remain 
open until midnight, 
and dine-in services at 
restaurants were exten-
ded by two hours, also 
until 12 a.m. The limit on 
public gatherings will be 
kept at four people.

The restrictions are 
now due to expire on 

Oct. 1 -- China’s Natio-
nal Day holiday -- whi-
ch has typically seen 
pro-democracy protests 
in Hong Kong. Activis-
ts have worried that the 
government is using 
Covid-19 related social 
measures to hinder their 
ability to hold demons-
trations.

Visitors play at a 
game stall at Ocean Park 
during the theme park’s 
reopening in Hong Kong 
on Sept. 18.

Hong Kong has lar-

gely contained its latest 
wave of the coronavirus, 
reporting just two new 
local cases on Monday, 
with four imported. But 
Lam cautioned the city 
must remain on guard 
with school campuses 
starting to reopen, and 
urged businesses to 
exercise self discipline.

Separately, Lam reite-
rated her defense of the 
law on Tuesday, saying 
Hong Kong’s legal sys-
tem remained intact, af-
ter a foreign judge sitting 

on the city’s top court re-
signed, citing concerns 
about the controversial 
national security legis-
lation.

“We have gone all out 
to explain to the inter-
national community as 
well as our interlocutors 
in various places that 
that the legal system is 
as robust as ever under 
the national security 
law, that judicial inde-
pendence is not under-
mined in any way, that 
Hong Kong now resto-
res law and order which 
makes it an even more 
attractive place for doing 
business,” she said. 
BLOOMBERG

Q&A PUN WENG KUN

ID to continue pursuit of better sports     facilities
RENATO MARQUES

H
AVING been at the 
helm of local sports 
since March 2016, 
the president of the 

Sports Bureau (ID), Pun Weng 
Kun, had his term extended in 
late February this year for ano-
ther two years until 2022. 

When Pun took leadership of 
the ID, he drew focus to Macau 
lacking “sports talents” when 
compared with many neighbo-
ring countries and regions.

At the time, Pun also said that 
although track and field and 
football are popular sports acti-
vities in Macau, the region faces 
difficulties in competing with 
neighboring regions and coun-
tries in those sports as there is 
a big gap between the levels at 
which Macau and others regions 
compete.

Drawing his path, he said that 
in terms of competitive spor-
ts, “we should keep identifying 
young athletes with good poten-
tial and cultivating them.”

In an exclusive interview 
with the Times, Pun reviewed 
some of the most significant 
milestones from the last four 
years in his role, in addition to 
speculating about upcoming 
challenges. He also addressed 
the status of the work he iden-
tified as a priority for Macau’s 
sports development.

Macau Daily Times (MDT) – 
The ID has been working hard 
to promote sports and raise the 
quality of local athletes. What 
are some of the most memo-
rable milestones from the last 
four years?

Pun Weng Kun (PWK) - Over 
the past few years, the Sports 
Bureau has focused on the deve-

lopment of Macau athletes and 
the promotion of “Sport-for-All”.  
With the joint efforts of our pre-
decessors and partners, we have 
achieved important milestones 
in recent years.

For example, in 2016, the ID 
assumed the responsibility of 
coordinating the organization of 

the city’s largest sporting event, 
the Macau Grand Prix, and since 
then we have continued to stage 
many world-class races.  

At the 2018 Asian Games, Ma-
cau won its second-ever gold 
medal in Wushu plus the first- 
ever medal in triathlon. 

Another great achievement 

recently was the completion and 
opening of the Athlete Training 
and Development Centre [in 
Cotai] last year, which provides 
more professional training facili-
ties for Macau athletes.

MDT – Sports-tourism was 
raised in the Policy Address of 

Ho Iat Seng joins video 
conference with 
Japanese lawmakers

Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng has 
discussed with members of Japan’s 
parliament how to facilitate economic 
and trade cooperation and people-to-
people exchange between Macau and 
Japan, and how to step up support for 
Japanese businesses to take part in the 
development of the Greater Bay Area. A 
video conference was held on Monday at 
the Government Headquarters between 
the local government and representatives 
of a Japanese parliamentarians’ union for 
friendship between Japan, Macau and 
other cities covered in the Greater Bay 
Area initiative. According to a statement 
from the Macau government, the Chief 
Executive said he was pleased to see 
more involvement from Japan business 
sector in the city-cluster initiative. 
Other topics discussed during Monday’s 
video conference included industrial 
diversification, talent development, 
food culture, importation to Macau of 
Japanese agricultural products, smart 
city development, application of low 
carbon and new energy technology, 
and development of traditional Chinese 
medicine.

Responsible Gambling 
Promotions 2020 kicked 
off yesterday

Under the theme ‘Lost Control, Lose 
Family’, this year’s Responsible Gambling 
Promotions kicked off yesterday. The 
event aims to remind the public that they 
should have self-control when gambling, 
and to increase public awareness about 
the importance of parenting. The 
organizers of Responsible Gambling 
Promotions 2020 will roll out a series of 
promotional activities from September to 
December, including community-based 
promotions and activities. In addition to 
the various training and community-based 
activities by the gaming industry and the 
social service sector, print media, television 
broadcast, radio broadcast and social 
media platforms will be used to promote 
gambling disorder prevention to the public.

University of Macau 
awards outstanding 
student athletes

The University of Macau’s (UM) Office 
of Sports Affairs recently held the 2019-
2020 UM Sports Awards Presentation 
Ceremony to commend outstanding 
student athletes and university sports 
teams for their excellent performance 
and contributions, as well as to thank 
sports scholarship donors for their 
support. This year, 16 UM students and 
two university sports teams received 
sports scholarships, and 30 coaches 
received certificates of appreciation. UM 
Vice Rector Billy So thanked the sports 
scholarship donors for their support to the 
development of sports affairs at UM, and 
praised the hard work and contributions 
of the coaches and student athletes. In 
addition to awarding scholarships based on 
the students’ athletic performance, each 
year, UM also provides scholarships to up 
to 30 student athletes recommended by 
their high school principals, including the 
UM Golden Lotus Scholarship (up to eight 
recipients), UM Silver Lotus Scholarship 
(up to ten recipients), and a one-time cash 
prize of MOP5,000 (up to 12 recipients).
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ID to continue pursuit of better sports     facilities

the new government led by Ho Iat 
Seng. As the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) will soon 
be transferred to a different se-
cretariat, will it cause any interfe-
rence in the development of such 
work?

PWK – Over the years, the ID has 
always had good relations, com-
munication, and cooperation with 
the MGTO as well as with other go-
vernment departments. We believe 
this procedure of transferring of 
the MGTO from the Secretariat for 
Social Affairs and Culture into that 
of Economy and Finance will not 
have a significant impact on future 
work.

MDT – How is the ID working to 
implement the new government’s 
plan to expand the number of 
sports facilities in Macau?

PWK - In the past, the ID nee-
ded to make continuous adjust-

ments to the distribution of sports 
facilities, such as relocating some 
training teams to the Macao East 
Asian Games Dome area to free up 
sports facilities in the Macau pe-
ninsula for public usage.  

We have also been exploring dif-
ferent means to increase spaces for 
sports. On that part, we focused on 
inviting local schools and social or-
ganizations to join the Public Spor-
ts Facilities network, optimizing 
the existing sports facilities, and 
at the same time liaising with the 
works department for the cons-
truction of more sports facilities. 

In the future, we will continue 
to work towards this goal so that, 
in both the short-term and long-
-term, we can provide the public 
with more and better-equipped 
sports facilities.

MDT – On the topic of new faci-
lities, when does the ID expect the 

new Mong-Ha Pavilion to be ready 
for operations?

PWK - The Mong-Ha Pavilion 
has always been one of the most 
popular sports facilities in Macau. 
The ID has been in close commu-
nication with the public works de-
partment [to closely monitor the 
construction status]. The construc-
tion of the sports facility is progres-
sing well and we expect the pavi-
lion to be completed in mid-2021.

MDT – Due to the Covid-19 si-
tuation and the associated travel 
restrictions, organizing the Macau 
Grand Prix has been particularly 
challenging this year. How is the 
preparation going? 

PWK - We have encountered 
different challenges in the prepa-
ration of this year’s Macau Grand 
Prix.  In the past few months, we 
have been working on multiple 
plans [adapted to different scena-
rios] and we are now confident that 
we will be able to deliver a success-
ful event this year.

[Until the event date,] we will 
continue to closely monitor the 
development of the Covid-19 pan-
demic and make appropriate pre-
ventive arrangements based on the 
guidelines from the health authori-
ties.

Every year, we strive to provide 
a high-quality racing event to re-
sidents, tourists, and motorsport 
fans. When planning for the race 
program, we always choose to host 
races that are most beneficial to the 
Macau Grand Prix.

MDT – This has been a difficult 
year in terms of hosting major 
and international sporting events. 
How is the ID coping with this si-
tuation? Will we see a return next 
year of all major events normally 
staged in Macau?

PWK - During the pandemic, the 
ID [has not stopped working and] 
has been organizing or planning 
for several major sporting events to 
be hosted both this year and in the 
upcoming year.

On such a list of events [for this 
year] are annual events such as the 
Macau Grand Prix and the Macau 
International Marathon.  At the 
same time, we are evaluating the 
possibility of organizing new even-
ts [still this year] and we are deve-
loping multiple plans according 
to the situation, so that when the 
pandemic stabilizes, we can pro-
vide more popular sporting events 
for residents and visitors.

MDT – Is it your intention to 
continue in the role of president 
of the ID?

PWK - I have always loved sports 
since I was a child and I am grateful 
for the opportunities given by my 
superiors from past to present to 
turn my interest into a career. 

I am happy that I can continue 
to work with my colleagues and 
partners in the sports sector. I will 
continue to put all my efforts into 
my job, serve the public, and to 
contribute the best of my capaci-
ties to Macau’s sports sector. 

GAMING

Average daily revenue 
disappoints, even as 
visitor arrivals grow
AVERAGE daily gross ga-

ming revenue at Macau 
casinos disappointed in Sep-
tember, even as visitor arrivals 
showed growth. 

That is according to analys-
ts at Sanford C. Bernstein, 
which estimated that gross 
gaming revenue stood at 
MOP1.8 billion patacas be-
tween September 14 and 20.

Meanwhile, for the first 
20 days of September, the 
average daily rate was about 
MOP90 million, down 88% 
from a year earlier, but more 
than double that of last mon-
th.

Year to date gross gaming 
revenue sits at MOP36.4 
billion patacas, down by 81.6% 
compared to a year earlier on 
account of travel restrictions 
still in force in Macau’s major 
visitor source markets. 

Travel endorsements 
to Macau for residents of 
Guangdong Province resu-
med late last month. The po-
licy will be rolled out to the 
rest of the mainland star-
ting from today, although 
the first batch of visitors are 
not expected before Golden 
Week, starting October 1.

Macau welcomed fewer 
than 30,000 visitors last 
weekend, barely more than 
a weekend earlier, or any 
other since travel restric-
tions began to ease in late-
-August. 

That being said, because 
of the low comparison base, 
the number of visitor arrivals 
to Macau still grew threefold 
between July and August as 
travel restrictions involving 
residents of mainland China 
were gradually eased. DB

AFTER being closed 
during the peak period of 

the Covid-19 outbreak in Ma-
cau, Feng Wei Ju, a Michelin 
two-star Chinese restaurant 
at StarWorld Hotel, reopened 
last month and has hinted at 
unveiling more promotions.

The hint was given by the 
public relations team at the 
hotel’s parent company, Ga-
laxy Entertainment Group, 
during a media luncheon yes-
terday. The team noted that 
it was pleased to reopen the 
restaurant, which has been 
acclaimed by the prestigious 
Michelin guide.

The restaurant operations 
team disclosed that dinner 

bookings for the next two 
weeks were full.

At the media luncheon, 
the hotel hinted that it wou-
ld run further promotions at 
the restaurant to attract more 
diners. On top of that, it may 
also rerun some of its popular 
past promotions.

Feng Wei Ju was awarded 
two Michelin stars in 2017. 
Since then, it has been the 
only Sichuan or Hunan cui-
sine establishment that has 
won the accolade.

The hotel has not given 
any hints about when its Wes-
tern restaurant, Temptations, 
which is located on the hotel’s 
16th floor, will reopen. AL

StarWorld’s Michelin 
two-star restaurant to 
run more promotions

”In the future, we will continue 
to work towards this goal so 
that […] we can provide the 

public with more and better-
equipped sports facilities
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Beijing: Spying allegations against NYC cop ‘pure fabrication’
CHINA yesterday said 

allegations against a 
New York City police offi-
cer charged with being an 
“intelligence asset” for the 
Chinese government are a 
“pure fabrication” and part 
of a U.S. plot to smear Chi-
nese diplomats in the Uni-
ted States. 

Baimadajie Angwang, 
a naturalized U.S. citizen 
from Tibet, allegedly agreed 
to spy on U.S. supporters of 
the Tibetan independence 
movement since 2018 as an 

agent for China in its effort 
to suppress the movement, 
according to a criminal 
complaint filed in Brooklyn 
federal court. 

It says he secretly worked 
for unnamed handlers from 
the Chinese Consulate in 
New York. 

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wen-
bin yesterday said the in-
dictment against Angwang 
was full of hedging terms 
such as “seems” and “pos-
sibly,” giving the appearan-

ce that prosecutors were 
straining to make their case. 

“The relevant accusa-
tions made by the U.S. side 
are pure fabrication,” Wang 
told reporters at a daily 
briefing. “The U.S. plot to 
discredit the Chinese Con-
sulate and personnel in the 
United States will not suc-
ceed.”

There was no allegation 
that Angwang compromi-
sed national security or 
New York Police Depart-
ment operations. Still, he 

was considered “the defi-
nition of an insider threat,” 
William Sweeney, head of 
the FBI’s New York office, 
said in a statement Mon-
day.

Court papers say An-
gwang’s job as a spy for Chi-
na was to “locate potential 
intelligence sources” and 
“identify potential threats 
to the (People’s Republic 
of China) in the New York 
metropolitan area.” He also 
was expected to provide 
consulate officials “access 

to senior NYPD officials 
through invitations to of-
ficial NYPD events,” they 
add.

An advocacy group, In-
ternational Campaign for 
Tibet, said in a statement 
that the arrest shows that 
the “Chinese Communist 
Party is engaged in malign 
operations to suppress dis-
sent, not only in Tibet … 
but any place in the world 
where Tibetans are free to 
express themselves.”

Troops sent by China’s 

ruling Communists oc-
cupied Tibet in 1950 and 
Beijing claims the Hima-
layan region has been Chi-
nese territory for centuries. 
Many Tibetans say they 
were effectively indepen-
dent for much of that time 
and accuse China of trying 
to wipe out Tibet’s unique 
Buddhist culture and lan-
guage while exploiting its 
natural resources and en-
couraging Chinese to move 
there from other parts of 
the country. AP

SAM MCNEIL, 
CHENGBEI GAN’EN

UNDER a portrait of President 
Xi Jinping, Ashibusha sits in 

her freshly painted living room 
cradling her infant daughter besi-
de a chair labeled a “gift from the 
government.” 

The mother of three is among 
6,600 members of the Yi ethnic 
minority who were moved out of 
38 mountain villages in China’s 
southwest and into a newly built 
town in an anti-poverty initiative.

Farmers who tended moun-
tainside plots were assigned jobs 
at an apple plantation. Children 
who until then spoke only their 
own tongue, Nuosu, attend kin-
dergarten in Mandarin, China’s 
official language.

“Everyone is together,” said 
Ashibusha, 26.

While other nations invest in 
developing poor areas, Beijing 
doesn’t hesitate to operate on 
a more ambitious scale by mo-
ving communities wholesale and 
building new towns in its effort 
to modernize China. The ruling 
Communist Party has announced 
an official target of ending extre-
me poverty by the end of the year, 
ahead of the 100th anniversary of 
its founding in 2021.

The party says such initiatives 
have helped to lift millions of peo-
ple out of poverty. But they can re-
quire drastic changes, sometimes 
uprooting whole communities. 
They fuel complaints the party is 
trying to erase cultures as it prods 
minorities to embrace the langua-
ge and lifestyle of the Han, who 
make up more than 90% of Chi-
na’s population.

At a time when the party faces 
protests by students in China’s 
northern region of Inner Mongolia 
over plans to reduce the use of the 
Mongolian language in schools, 
officials want to show they are sen-
sitive to minority cultures.

They invited reporters to visit 
Chengbei Gan’en and four other 
villages — Xujiashan, Qingshui, 
Daganyi and Xiaoshan — that are 
part of what authorities see as a 
successful development project 
for the Yi in Sichuan province’s 
Liangshan prefecture.

The initiative is one of hun-
dreds launched over the past four 
decades to spread prosperity from 
China’s thriving east to the coun-
tryside and west.

Mass relocations still are car-
ried out because some mountai-
nous and other areas are too iso-
lated, said Wang Sangui, president 
of the China Poverty Alleviation 
Research Institute of Renmin Uni-
versity in Beijing.

“It is impossible to solve the 
problem of absolute poverty wi-
thout relocation,” he said.

In Sichuan, which includes 
some of China’s poorest areas, 
80 billion yuan ($12 billion) has 
been spent to date to relocate 1.4 
million people, according to Peng 

Qinghua, the provincial party 
secretary. He said that included 
building 370,000 new homes and 
over 110,000 kilometers (68,000 
miles) of rural roads.

In Chengbei Gan’en, 420 
million yuan ($60 million) was 
spent to build 1,440 apartments 
in 25 identical white buildings, a 
clinic, a kindergarten and a center 
for the elderly.

Craftspeople sell silver jewelry, 
painted cow skulls and traditional 
clothing that are popular with Han 
tourists. Yi women can study to 
become nannies, a profession in 
demand in urban China, in classes 
taught with pink plastic dolls. 

Roadside signs call on people 
to speak the official language. 
“Mandarin, please, after you enter 
kindergarten.” “Speak Mandarin 
well, it’s convenient for everyo-
ne.” “Everyone speaks Manda-
rin, flower of civilization blooms 
everywhere.” 

Murals on buildings depict 
the Yi with members of the Han 

majority in amicable scenes. One 
shows a baby holding a heart em-
blazoned with the ruling party’s 
hammer-and-sickle symbol. 

In one village, Xujiashan, an-
nual household income has risen 
from 1,750 yuan ($260) in 2014 to 
11,000 yuan ($1,600), according to 
its deputy secretary, Zhang Lixin.

Development initiatives can 
lead to political tension because 
many have strategic goals such as 
strengthening control over mino-
rity areas by encouraging nomads 
to settle or diluting the local po-
pulace with outsiders.

In Inner Mongolia, students 
boycotted classes this month over 
plans to replace Mongolian-lan-
guage textbooks with Chinese 
ones.

The party faces similar com-
plaints that it is suppressing lo-
cal languages in Tibet and the 
Muslim region of Xinjiang in the 
northwest. Xinjiang’s Han party 
secretary said in 2002 the langua-
ge of the Uighurs, its most popu-

lous ethnic group, was “out of step 
with the 21st century” and should 
be abandoned in favor of Manda-
rin.

The party boss for Liangshan 
prefecture acknowledged its ini-
tiative isn’t purely economic.

Authorities want to eliminate 
“outdated habits,” said the of-
ficial, Lin Shucheng. He listed 
complaints about extravagant 
dowries, too many animals but-
chered for funerals and poor hy-
giene. 

“We are fighting against tradi-
tional forces of habit,” he said. 

At the same time, ruling party 
officials say they are preserving 
Nuosu, a Yi language, through bi-
lingual education in schools and 
government support for a Nuosu 
newspaper and TV show.

“We protect and promote the 
learning, use and development 
of the Yi language,” the provincial 
party secretary, Peng, told repor-
ters. 

The party might be willing to 
promote Nuosu because, unlike 
in Tibet or Xinjiang, the Yi demand 
no political change, said Stevan 
Harrell, a University of Washing-
ton anthropologist who has spent 
more than three decades visiting 
and studying the region. 

“There is no ‘splittism’ in Lian-
gshan,” Harrell said, using the 
party’s term for activists who want 
more autonomy for Tibet and 
Xinjiang. 

“So it is kind of safe to have 
the Yi language as a medium of 
education,” said Harrell. “And it 
scores points for the government 
against those people who rightly 
point out that Uighur and Tibetan 
languages are being severely su-
ppressed.” 

The region, like the rest of Chi-
na, reeled from the coronavirus 
outbreak, said Lin, the Liangshan 
party boss. But he said anti-po-
verty work was back on track and 
authorities were confident they 
could meet official deadlines. 

Older villagers welcome the 
jump in living standards.

“You can eat whatever you 
like now,” said Wang Deying, an 
83-year-old grandmother of five. 
“Now even the pigs eat rice.” AP

China uproots ethnic minority 
villages in anti-poverty fight

An aerial view shows new village houses built by the government for ethnic minority in Ganluo county, southwest of Sichuan 
province
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Trump aims to use UN address to 
send strong message to China
DEB RIECHMANN, 
WASHINGTON

P
RESIDENT Donald Trump, 
who prefers speaking to 
boisterous crowds, is set to 
give a prerecorded address 

to the U.N. General Assembly as he 
grapples with the coronavirus pan-
demic, chilly relations between the 
U.S. and China and ongoing threa-
ts from North Korea and Iran — all 
during a heated campaign for ree-
lection. 

Trump told reporters yester-
day [Macau time] that he’d have a 
“strong message” for China, where 
the first cases of COVID-19 were 
reported, but he didn’t elaborate 
ahead of today’s address. Earlier in 
his administration, Trump hosted 
Chinese President Xi Jinping at his 
Florida club, but now the two lea-
ders are exchanging angry words 
over trade.

The administration has been 
slamming the Chinese Communist 
Party for its handling of COVID-19, 
election meddling, espionage in 
the United States and influence pe-

ddling across the world. 
Trump is not popular at the 

United Nations and his speech this 
year comes at a time when U.N. 
members are pushing back against 
Washington. Yesterday, Trump 
declared that all U.N. sanctions 
against Iran have been reimposed, 
a move that most of the rest of the 
world rejects as illegal. 

Trump’s statement came shortly 
after he signed an executive order 

spelling out how the U.S. will enfor-
ce the “snapback” of sanctions. “My 
actions today send a clear message 
to the Iranian regime and those in 
the international community who 
refuse to stand up to Iran,” he said.

The U.S. said it was reimpo-
sing sanctions on Iran for being 
in noncompliance with the 2015 
nuclear deal between Tehran and 
global powers. But Trump in 2018 
pulled out of the deal in which Iran 

agreed to curb its nuclear program 
in exchange for billions of dollars in 
sanctions relief.

Few U.N. member states belie-
ve the U.S. has the legal standing 
to restore the sanctions because 
Trump withdrew from the agree-
ment. The U.S. argues it retains the 
right to do so as an original partici-
pant in the deal and a member of 
the council.

The White House has not pre-

viewed his U.N. speech, but Trump 
was expected to highlight agree-
ments the U.S. brokered between 
Israel and the United Arab Emira-
tes and Bahrain. The historic agree-
ments come as relations between 
the Jewish state and Arab nations 
are thawing as a pushback against 
Iran. 

The president likely will take 
credit for brokering economic coo-
peration between Serbia and Ko-
sovo and for pressuring NATO na-
tions to meet their pledge to spend 
2% of their gross domestic product 
on their own defenses to lessen the 
burden on the alliance. 

He might also have words for 
North Korea’s Kim Jong Un. In 
2017, Trump told the U.N. he was 
bringing a “message of peace,” but 
then said that if the U.S. was forced 
to defend itself against Kim, “we 
will have no choice but to totally 
destroy North Korea.” He called 
Kim “rocket man,” but has since 
met with him three times, although 
North Korea has not made a move 
to give up its nuclear weapons. 

Trump’s has tussled with mul-
tilateral organizations throughout 
his presidency, although his aides 
say he is not against all multilateral 
groups, only the ones that aren’t ef-
fective. After COVID-19 took hold, 
Trump yanked support from the 
U.N.’s World Health Organization, 
saying it was too beholden to Chi-
na. AP
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World famous film actor and director Charlie Cha-
plin has returned to England for the first time in 21 
years.

He arrived with his wife Oona - daughter of 
playwright Eugene O’Neill - and their four children 
at Southampton on the Queen Elizabeth cruise li-
ner.

He was greeted by hundreds of well-wishers and 
told waiting journalists he and his family planned to 
travel around the country.

“We’re here for the opening of the benefit for the 
Royal Society for Teaching the Blind and then after 
that we have an idea of touring beautiful England 
and going to all the historical spots.”

He added: “This is the first time that my wife has 
been abroad and naturally we’re going to try and 
cram in as much as we can.”

But he would not comment on reports that the US 
Attorney General James McGranery may not allow 
him to return to America pending an investigation 
into alleged “subsversive”, left-wing activities.

The Chaplin family then took a train to London’s 
Waterloo station where he was again greeted by 
cheering crowds.

Mr Chaplin later gave a press conference outsi-
de the Savoy Hotel where he told reporters it was 
a “shock” to see Waterloo Bridge - which has been 
rebuilt since he was last in the capital - but that Big 
Ben was “a beautiful sight”.

He has come over from America to promote his 
latest film, Limelight, a story of life in the music hall 
set in 1917.

The premier will be shown on 16 October at the 
Odeon Cinema, Leicester Square.

Mr Chaplin was born in London in 1889, the son of 
music hall entertainers. His mother had a nervous 
breakdown and his father died when little Charlie 
was five.

He danced in the street for pennies with his hal-
f-brother, Sydney, and was then sent to an orpha-
nage. He came to America when he was 17 with a 
troupe of players and in 1912 joined the Keystone 
company to appear in his first silent film, Making a 
Living.

In 1919 he co-founded United Artists and made 
such classics as The Kid (1921), City Lights (1928), 
Modern Times (1936), and The Great Dictator 
(1940).

Courtesy BBC News

1952 Charlie Chaplin 
               Comes home

In context

A month later, Charlie Chaplin went to Paris where he 
was awarded the Legion of Honour for his contribution 
to cinema.
After Paris he went to Rome and then Switzerland, 
where he made his home after he was barred from the 
US for his left-wing views. He and his wife went on to 
have four more children.
In 1972 he was not only allowed back for a visit but 
awarded a Special Academy Award. Three years later he 
was knighted by the Queen. He died in 1977.
In 2002 confidential Foreign Office papers from 1956 
released by the Public Record Office in Britain revealed 
the comic’s knighthood had been delayed because 
of his “communist” sympathies and worries about his 
morals.

this day in historyAs rich nations struggle, Africa’s 
virus response is praised
CARA ANNA, 
JOHANNESBURG

A
T a lecture to 
peers this month, 
John Nkengasong 
showed images 

that once dogged Africa, 
with a magazine cover de-
claring it “The Hopeless 
Continent.” Then he quoted 
Ghana’s first president, Kwa-
me Nkrumah: “It is clear that 
we must find an African so-
lution to our problems, and 
that this can only be found 
in African unity.”

The coronavirus pan-
demic has fractured global 
relationships. But as direc-
tor of the Africa Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention, Nkengasong has 
helped to steer Africa’s 54 
countries into an alliance 
praised as responding better 
than some richer countries, 
including the United States.

A former U.S. CDC offi-
cial, he modeled Africa’s ver-
sion after his ex-employer. 
Nkengasong is pained to 
see the U.S. agency strug-
gle. In an interview with The 
Associated Press, he didn’t 
name U.S President Donald 
Trump but cited “factors we 
all know.”

While the U.S. nears 
200,000 COVID-19 deaths 
and the world approaches 
1 million, Africa’s surge  has 
been leveling off. Its 1.4 
million confirmed cases are 
far from the horrors predic-
ted. Antibody testing is ex-
pected to show many more 
infections, but most cases 
are asymptomatic. Just over 
34,000 deaths are confir-
med on the continent of 1.3 
billion people.

“Africa is doing a lot of 
things right the rest of the 
world isn’t,” said Gayle Smi-
th, a former administrator 
with the U.S. Agency for In-
ternational Development. 
She’s watched in astonish-
ment as Washington looks 
inward instead of leading 
the world. But Africa “is a 
great story and one that 
needs to be told.”

Nkengasong, whom 
the Gates Foundation ho-
nors today with its Global 
Goalkeeper Award as a “re-
lentless proponent of global 
collaboration,” is the conti-
nent’s most visible narrator. 
The Cameroon-born viro-
logist insists that Africa can 
stand up to COVID-19 if gi-
ven a fighting chance.

Early modeling assumed 
“a large number of Africans 
would just die,” Nkenga-
song said. The Africa CDC 
decided not to issue projec-
tions. “When I looked at the 
data and the assumptions, I 
wasn’t convinced,” he said.

Health experts point to 
Africa’s youthful population 
as a factor in why COVID-19 
hasn’t taken a larger toll, 
along with swift lockdowns 
and the later arrival of the 
virus. 

“Be patient,” Nkengasong 
said. “There’s a lot we still 
don’t know.” 

He warns against com-
placency, saying a single 
case can spark a new surge.

As Africa’s top public 
health official, leading an 
agency launched only three 
years ago, he plunged into 
the race for medical supplies 
and now a vaccine. At first, it 
was a shock.

“The collapse of global 
cooperation and a failure of 
international solidarity have 
shoved Africa out of the 
diagnostics market,” Nken-
gasong wrote in the journal 
Nature in April. “If Africa lo-
ses, the world loses.”

Supplies slowly impro-
ved, and African countries 
have conducted 13 million 
tests, enough to cover 1% of 
the continent’s population. 
But the ideal is 13 million 
tests per month, Nkenga-
song said.

He and other African 
leaders are haunted by the 
memories of 12 million Afri-
cans dying during the deca-
de it took for affordable HIV 
drugs to reach the conti-
nent. That must not happen 
again, he said.

This week, more world 
leaders than ever are ga-
thering online for the big-
gest global endeavor since 
COVID-19 appeared, the 
United Nations General As-
sembly. If Nkengasong cou-
ld address them, he would 
say this: “We should be very 
careful that history doesn’t 
record us on the wrong side 
of it.”

African leaders are expec-
ted to say much the same. 
“The COVID-19 pandemic 
has shown we have no op-
tion but to depend on each 
other,” Ghana’s president, 
Nana Akufo-Addo, told the 
gathering yesterday [Macau 
time].

Nkengasong urges Afri-
can countries not to wait for 
help and rejects the image 
of the continent holding a 
begging bowl. The money is 
there, he said.

Acting on that idea, Afri-
ca’s public and private sec-
tors created an online pur-
chasing platform to focus 
their negotiating power, lau-
nched by the African Union 
to buy directly from ma-
nufacturers. Governments 
can browse and buy rapid 
testing kits, N95 masks and 
ventilators, some now ma-
nufactured in Africa in ano-
ther campaign endorsed by 
heads of state.

Impressed, Caribbean 
countries have signed on.

“It’s the only part of the 
world I’m aware of that ac-
tually built a supply chain,” 
said Smith, the former 
USAID chief.

When the pandemic be-
gan, just two African coun-
tries could test for the coro-
navirus. Now all can. Nken-

gasong was struck by how 
much information “doesn’t 
get translated” to member 
states, so the Africa CDC 
holds online training on 
everything from safely han-
dling bodies to genomic sur-
veillance.

“I look at Africa and I look 
at the U.S., and I’m more 
optimistic about Africa, to 
be honest, because of the 
leadership there and doing 
their best despite limited re-
sources,” said Sema Sgaier, 
director of the Surgo Fou-
ndation, which produced 
a COVID-19 vulnerability 
index for each region. She 
spoke even as Africa’s cases 
were surging weeks ago.

With COVID-19 vaccines 
the next urgent issue, Afri-
can countries held a confe-
rence to insist on equitable 
access and explore manu-
facturing to end their almost 
complete reliance on the 
outside world. They began 
securing the late-stage clini-
cal trials that long have been 
held outside the continent, 
aiming to land 10 as soon as 
possible.

Nkengasong said Afri-
ca needs at least 1.5 billion 
vaccine doses, enough to 
cover 60% of the population 
for “herd immunity” with 
the two likely required do-
ses. That will cost about $10 
billion.

The World Health Orga-
nization says Africa should 
receive at least 220 million 
doses through an interna-
tional effort to develop and 
distribute a vaccine known 
as COVAX. 

That’s welcome but 
not enough, Nkengasong 
said. AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS: 1- Actress Singer; 5- Discharged a debt; 9- Wristband; 13- Ayatollah’s 

land; 14- Puzzled; 16- Capital of Norway; 17- Staffs; 18- Sketches; 19- ___-do-well; 
20- Got down; 21- Dawn to dusk; 22- Consecrated; 24- Troubles; 26- Sign over; 27- 
Donnybrook; 29- Finely chopped; 33- Actress Palmer; 34- Tease; 35- Della’s creator; 
36- Hydrocarbon suffix; 37- Merchandise; 38- Ich bin ___ Berliner; 39- Behold, to 
Brutus; 41- As to; 42- Stony gray; 44- Delayed; 46- Piece of music written for a solo 
instrument; 47- Frees; 48- Feds; 49- Consternation; 52- Prefix meaning “beneath”; 
53- Exclamation to express sorrow; 57- Aleutian island; 58- Doorkeeper; 60- 9th 
letter of the Hebrew alphabet; 61- Foot of a horse; 62- Tedious; 63- Enthusiastic 
about; 64- Idle away time; 65- Indifferent; 66- Walking stick;
 
DOWN: 1- Peru’s capital; 2- Like some history; 3- Wife of a rajah; 4- Infuse; 5- Flat-
bladed oar; 6- Gillette razors; 7- ___, old chap!; 8- Morning moisture; 9- Admit; 
10- Consumer; 11- Make tracks; 12- River 
crossing; 15- States; 23- Summer slaker; 
25- Circle of flowers; 26- Reproach; 27- 
Chop into small pieces; 28- Give a seat?; 
29- Pen’s inferior, they say; 30- Fear greatly; 
31- Best of a group; 32- Gainsay; 33- Lewd 
look; 34- Shades; 37- Command to a 
horse; 40- Cold weather head protector; 
42- ___-Foy, Quebec; 43- Insane person; 
45- Narrow inlet; 46- Early stage; 48- 
Surmise; 49- Writer Roald; 50- Langston 
Hughes poem; 51- Portico; 52- Beat it!; 
54- Actress Olin; 55- Env. notation; 56- 
Sneaker or loafer; 59- Grads-to-be;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
If  you can be of  service to someone 
today, you will make yourself  feel 
valuable, like you’re able to do just 
about anything. You are a positive 
force in people’s lives, even the people 
who don’t know you very well yet.

Apr. 20-May. 20
But if  you’re going to be around 
sensitive folks you need to impress 
today, said temper could lead to 
problems. A sudden emotional 
reaction won’t go over well, so watch 
your tongue and be ready to hold it.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Be polite, but prepare to repeat 
yourself  because they aren’t likely 
to get the hint right off the bat. 
Your life is going to be much more 
fascinating to other people than it is 
to you right now, believe it or not.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
There are actions you can take 
to ease the sting of  this news. 
Don’t let yourself  get drawn 
into the drama. Pick yourself  
up, dust yourself  off, and carry 
on.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Much to your surprise, your 
finances seem to be slowly falling 
into place. This is good news, but 
it doesn’t mean you should go 
back to your old ways of  shopping 
and (not) tracking your costs. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
This isn’t about making friends; 
it’s about making progress on one 
of  your life goals. These others 
will be able to provide all the 
details that make a big impression 
in the end. Trust their judgment.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Focus on the future and put your 
best foot forward. They’ve already 
forgotten all about it, so how about 
you doing the same thing? Guilt 
won’t get you where you need to 
go.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Today should be a good day, 
especially if  you plan to follow up 
on someone’s progress. They’re 
much further along than you 
expected, and it will warm your 
heart to see how they’re thriving.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
What you’ve been waiting for is 
about to come your way, but the 
catch is you shouldn’t let others 
see just how deliriously happy 
you are about it! Play it coy and 
play it cool.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
He said/she said conflicts 
won’t last long when you’re 
team captain. People need you! 
Volunteer to take over. Everyone, 
including you, will be glad you 
did.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Put yourself  in the position of  a 
judge overseeing the details of  
a case. Once you remove your 
own bias from the situation, 
you will quickly see an easy 
answer.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
One of  your partners - either in 
romance, life, or work - may have 
a different agenda than you do 
right now. This is totally fine and 
won’t cause any conflict, but it is 
something you should be aware of.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
MGM and FAOM co-organize ink painting 
workshops to promote Chinese culture

Sands China Ltd. launched 
its new “Level Up Programme” 
last week with a ceremony at 
The Parisian Macao, geared 
at providing career training for 
the company’s interns.

In support of the internship 
program organized by the 
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL), 
Sands China has been provi-

As part of its effort to pro-
mote traditional Chinese cul-
ture, MGM China has presen-
ted a wide range of programs 
to popularize ink art in the 
community. 

The integrated resort ope-
rator recently partnered with 
the Macao Federation of 
Trade Unions (FAOM) to or-

Sands China launches new internship 
program for recent university graduates

the highest number of inter-
ns among Macau’s integrated 
resort operators – extending 
offers to around 200 candi-
dates.

In order to provide them with 
further support, Sands China 
has created a tailor-made Le-
vel Up Programme – featuring 
12 different training courses 
aimed at helping participants 
prepare for their future career 
paths by developing perso-
nal strengths and improving 
competitiveness.

“As the pandemic has af-
fected the local employment 
market, we are glad to see 
Sands China supporting the 
government’s internship pro-
gram,” said Wong Chi Hong, 
director of the Labour Affairs 
Bureau, as cited in a press re-
lease issued by Sands China.

by celebrated painter Van 
Keng Vai and open to anyo-
ne aged 5 or above. It began 
with a parent-child class for 
a target group of FAOM on 
September 19, where 10 
children learned ink painting 
techniques. Another two 
classes will be held on Sep-
tember 26 and 27, open to 
people of all ages. 

Meanwhile, “Color Crush 
Workshop” will be held on 
October 3 and 4. Instructed 
by another renowned painter, 
Lam Tak Cheong, participan-
ts aged 12 or above will draw a 
panda, China’s national trea-
sure, with color ink painting 
techniques. This workshop 
presents an opportunity for 
them to explore the possi-
bilities of traditional Chinese 
culture.

ding recent university gra-
duates with three-month 
internships at Sands China 
properties, helping them gain 
work experience in one of 30 
departments, ranging from 
frontline operations to admi-
nistrative departments.

According to the company, 
Sands China has recruited 

ganize two color ink painting 
programs, namely “Chine-
se Lantern Workshop” and 
“Color Crush Workshop”, at 
MGM Cotai to celebrate the 
upcoming Mid-Autumn Fes-
tival and National Day.

With three classes in Sep-
tember, the “Chinese Lan-
tern Workshop” is hosted 

WAYNE PARRY, ATLANTIC CITY

FOR decades, women have 
dealt cards or served drinks 

in casinos, but they rarely got the 
chance to run the joint.

But women now run four of 
Atlantic City’s nine casinos in 
what some industry executives 
and observers say could be the fu-
ture of the gambling industry.

Caesars Entertainment hired 
Jacqueline Grace last week to run 
the Tropicana casino as its senior 
vice president and general mana-
ger. She is one of two Black wo-
men in charge of casinos in Atlan-
tic City, joining Melonie Johnson, 

who took over leadership of the 
Borgata this year as its president.

The other women at the helm 
of Atlantic City casinos are Terry 
Glebocki, CEO of the Ocean Ca-
sino Resort, and Karie Hall, senior 
vice president and general mana-
ger of Bally’s. 

“I hope I live to see the day 
where this is not considered 
news,” Johnson said. “I think the 
world is starting to catch up, but 
it’s probably going to be another 
10 years before we get all the ine-
quity out of the workforce.”

The American Gaming Asso-
ciation, the national trade group 
for the casino industry, does not 

keep statistics on the number of 
U.S. casinos run by women, but 
numerous casino executives and 
analysts said they were hard-pres-
sed to think of another market 
with a higher percentage of fema-
le-led casinos. 

All agreed it is far less than the 
number of men who hold tho-
se jobs, with several placing it at 
about 10%.

“I think it speaks to the rapid 
changes in the gaming indus-
try, which was traditionally very 
male-oriented, over the past 
few years,” said David Schwartz, 
a gambling historian with the 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas. 

“Many of the reasons for the male 
domination had to do with the 
way casinos were run in Nevada. 
Women didn’t deal in Las Vegas 
until the 1970s, giving them far 
fewer chances.”

Debra Nutton was one of the 
first craps dealers in Las Vegas, 
which so irked one of her male 
bosses at the Sands that he re-
ferred to her in front of others as 
“that (expletive) broad.” She per-
severed and soon was promoted 
to manager of the dice pit, where 
a female boss was unheard of at 
the time.

“The more women that get a 
seat at the table and prove their 

value, the better it is for the se-
cond, third and fourth person 
in the line,” said Nutton, who 
eventually became a senior vice 
president at the Wynn and MGM 
casino companies before retiring. 
“When women have a seat at the 
table and can say of a candidate: 
‘I know her, she’s fantastic!’ the 
more opportunities we will get.”

When New Jersey began le-
gal casino gambling in 1978, it 
opened up a new world of possi-
bilities for women, said Virginia 
McDowell, vice president of Glo-
bal Gaming Women, which advo-
cates for women in the gambling 
industry. Many who worked their 
way up from dealers into supervi-
sory roles went on to higher-level 
careers elsewhere in the country 
as gambling spread.

“I can think of at least a dozen 
women trained in Atlantic City 
who went on to lead very signifi-
cant careers in the industry, peo-
ple who held the highest positions 
across the U.S.,” said McDowell, 
who served as executive vice pre-
sident of the Trump casinos in 
Atlantic City, and CEO of Missou-
ri-based Isle of Capri casinos. 

Six years ago, six of Iowa’s 19 ca-
sinos were led by women, a figure 
that has since declined to five, ac-
cording to Wes Ehrecke, president 
of the Iowa Gaming Association. 

“I don’t think it’s a coincidence” 
that nearly half of Atlantic City’s 
casinos are run by women, said 
the Atlantic City Tropicana’s Gra-
ce, who spent 10 years in finance 
before entering the gambling in-
dustry. “I think it’s corporations 
being thoughtful about a workfor-
ce that looks like their communi-
ties.”

Hall, the Bally’s general mana-
ger in Atlantic City, said, “One of 
the things I’m really passionate 
about is what comes behind us 
— what that pipeline looks like, so 
that this is not just an aberration, 
that it’s not just us.

“This is a progression,” she 
said. “We want to keep it moving 
forward.” AP

Atlantic City is leading a 
wave of female casino leaders

The four women who run Atlantic City casinos. From left: Jacqueline Grace of Tropicana; Terry Glebocki of Ocean Casino Resort; Karie Hall of Bally’s; Melonie Johnson of Borgata
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OLYMPICS

Tokyo needs to convince sponsors 
games will really happen
T

HE only thing more di-
fficult than staging next 
year’s Tokyo Olympics 
in a pandemic might 

be convincing sponsors to keep 
their billions of dollars on board 
in the midst of economic turbu-
lence and skepticism.

To make the point this week, 
IOC President Thomas Bach will 
join a number of Japanese go-
vernment and city officials, local 
organizers and other top Inter-
national Olympic Committee 
leaders in repeating a message 
they’ve failed to convey force-
fully enough to deep-pocketed 
sponsors: Trust us, the Tokyo 
Olympics will open on July 23, 
2021.

Bach and IOC vice president 
John Coates — who oversees 
Tokyo preparations — are expec-
ted to speak remotely to Japane-
se officials as they meet on Thur-
sday and Friday. The agenda in-
cludes plotting countermeasures 
against COVID-19: quarantines, 
rules for athletes entering the 
country, testing, vaccines and 

the presence or absence of fans.
Few firm details are expected 

until late in the year or early in 
2021, which accounts for the un-
certainty.

The subtext is assuring spon-
sors that the Olympics will happen. 

Tokyo organizing committee CEO 
Toshiro Muto has acknowledged 
the word’s not getting out.

“The fact the Olympics are 
going to take place — the fact it-
self — is not fully distributed to 
the public,” Muto, speaking in 

Japanese, said last week. “People 
need to be more convinced that, 
yes, the Olympics will be taking 
place for sure.”

A former deputy governor 
of the Bank of Japan, Muto has 
been vague about how many 
domestic sponsors are renewing 
their contracts. He says of the 68 
sponsors: “They are all positive.”

“We’re still in the middle of ne-
gotiations. We’re not in the phase 
of speaking about any concrete 
results,” he said.

Surveys have shown a majori-
ty of Japanese companies and 
the pubic don’t think the Olym-
pics will happen next year — or 
should happen. A poll published 
in June by Japanese broadcaster 
NHK said two-thirds of sponsors 
were undecided about extending 
for another year.

Keeping domestic sponsors 
on board is financially critical. 
Recruited by the giant Japanese 
advertising agency Dentsu Inc., 
domestic sponsors have paid a 
record $3.3 billion — at least twi-
ce any previous Olympics — to 

the local organizing committee. 
This is over and above a dozen 
permanent Olympic sponsors 
who have signed long-term with 
the IOC. Some also have indivi-
dual contracts with Tokyo orga-
nizers.

John Grady, who teaches spor-
ts law at the University of South 
Carolina, said the postponement 
has “created countless problems 
and ripple effects.”

“With the uncertainty of the 
Tokyo Games occurring with few 
or limited fans, local sponsors 
would be right to be cautious 
in investing more sponsorship 
dollars if they cannot reach fans 
on site,” Grady wrote in an email 
to The Associated Press. “The 
lack of a wider international fan 
base that is typical at an Olym-
pics would shrink the global au-
dience who has access to seeing 
local sponsors’ activation efforts 
around Olympic venues in the 
host city.”

Despite the uncertainty, it will 
be difficult for sponsors to step 
away in a country where confor-
mity and teamwork are valued 
and national loyalty could be 
called into question.

Japan also has a long history 
of supporting the Olympics, and 
many in decision-making roles 
recall fondly the positive impact 
of the 1964 Tokyo Games, which 
showed the country’s rebirth just 
19 years after defeat in World War 
II. MDT/AP

IOC President Thomas Bach (right) is presented with the Australian Olympic 
Committee President’s trophy by AOC president John Coates in Sydney last year
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China: Former SOE chairman Ren 
sentenced to 18 years in graft case

The former chairman of a state-owned real estate company was 
sentenced to 18 years in prison yesterday on corruption charges, a 
court announced. 

Ren Zhiqiang, who became known for speaking up about cen-
sorship and other sensitive topics, disappeared from public view 
in March after publishing an essay online that accused Xi Jinping’s 
government of mishandling the coronavirus outbreak that began in 
December in Wuhan. 

Ren, 69, was convicted of corruption, bribery, embezzlement of 
public funds and abuse of power, the Beijing No. 2 Intermediate 

People’s Court announced on its social media account. It cited Ren 
as saying he wouldn’t appeal. 

The former chairman and deputy party secretary of Huayuan 
Group was expelled from the ruling party in July. 

In a commentary that circulated on social media, Ren criticized a 
Feb. 23 video conference with 170,000 officials held early in the pan-
demic at which Xi announced orders for responding to the disease. 

Ren didn’t mention Xi’s name but said, “standing there was not an 
emperor showing off his new clothes but a clown who had stripped 
off his clothes and insisted on being an emperor.”

OPINION
World Views
Andrea Felsted, Bloomberg

Philippines President 
Rodrigo Duterte says he has 
extended a state of calamity 
in the entire Philippines by a 
year to allow the government 
to draw emergency funds 
faster to fight the COVID-19 
pandemic and harness 
the police and military to 
maintain law and order. 
Duterte first placed the 
country under a state of 
calamity in March when 
the number of confirmed 
infections was approaching 
200 with about a dozen 
deaths.

Pakistan’s military yesterday 
said a soldier was killed in 
the country’s northwest by 
fire from across the Afghan 
border, a sign of increasing 
violence in an area that 
until recent years served 
as a base for Pakistani and 
foreign militants. The military 
statement said the shooting 
came from the Afghan side 
of the frontier and provided 
no further details.

Yemen The Red Cross 
announced the opening 
of a new field hospital in 
southern Yemen specifically 
to treat coronavirus 
patients, as the virus 
continues to spread largely 
unchecked in the war-torn 
country.  In the south, an 
already wrecked health 
system seems to have 
completely shut down. Many 
medical facilities in Aden, 
southern Yemen’s main city, 
have closed as staffers fled 
or simply turn patients away. 

Germany IT experts 
investigating a cyberattack 
that paralyzed computer 
systems at a major hospital 
in western Germany say one 
of the trails they are following 
leads to Russia, German 
media reported yesterday. 
The attack caused the 
failure of IT systems at 
Duesseldorf’s University 
Hospital two weeks ago. A 
woman who needed urgent 
admission died after she had 
to be taken to another city 
for treatment.

Polish government is trying 
to secure more flu vaccines 
from international producers 
amid a national shortage 
fueled by higher demand 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic, Poland’s health 
minister said yesterday. 
Health Minister Adam 
Niedzielski said Poland 
generally has very low flu 
vaccinations rates and is 
seeing a vaccine shortage 
now because orders for this 
fall and winter were based on 
last year’s demand.
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Will Covid-19 steal 
Christmas in the UK 
this year?

New British measures aimed at slowing Covid-19’s 
spread, before it wreaks more drastic economic con-
sequences, threaten to derail the country’s nascent 
consumer recovery. Many Brits had been hoping 
that the rebound would pick up steam with the 
impending Halloween celebrations and half-term 
school holidays.

The measures from Boris Johnson’s govern-
ment include new restrictions on pubs and restau-
rants, fresh advice for people to work from home if 
they can and keeping to six the number of people 
who can socialize together. From tomorrow, pubs 
and restaurants will be limited to table service and 
they’ll have to close at 10 p.m. With last orders at 9 
p.m., many businesses will effectively lose an entire 
sitting.

When areas in northeast England introduced local 
hospitality restrictions last week, there was a sud-
den drop off in trade as people simply stayed home. 
But the implications are broader than the decision 
about whether to go out for the evening.

All of this feels just steps away from a more com-
prehensive lockdown, and comes with the very real 
danger of undermining confidence. The measures 
send a signal to consumers that the virus is a threat 
once more, raising questions about whether social 
distancing measures already in place are enough. 
Just as they were starting to go out and spend again, 
Brits will undoubtedly become more nervous about 
both the health and economic implications of the 
pandemic.

The timing is particularly difficult for consumer 
companies. Halloween can be a significant event for 
supermarkets and variety retailers such as B&M Eu-
ropean Value Retail SA, which benefit from demand 
for sweets and plastic pumpkins. It’s an event that 
sets the stage for the rest of the year, and this year 
was seen especially as a barometer for things to 
come. 

Beyond the trick-or-treating, Halloween has beco-
me popular with adults too, who revel in partying at 
pubs and clubs in ghoulish costumes. That’s unlikely 
to be the case this year.

The half-term holiday was also poised to be a big 
getaway week for tour operators and airlines. Travel 
companies had hoped business would pick up af-
ter many British families skipped their summer va-
cation abroad. With recent changes to travel advice, 
that demand has waned. European tour operator 
TUI AG said yesterday it had cut capacity for the 
winter season by a further 20%.

It’s now impossible to guess what the year-end holi-
day season — which accounts for a large proportion 
of retailers’ and restaurants’ profits — will be like. 
That helps explain conflicting outlooks from British 
retailers last week. Next Plc was cautious. By con-
trast, John Lewis Partership Plc said it was expecting 
Christmas sales to be the same or better than 2019.

Both views have their supporters. Affluent em-
ployees who have worked from home have amas-
sed savings, which they might spend online. Those 
who’ve lost their job, or face redundancy with the 
cessation of the U.K. furlough support at the end of 
October, will be thinking differently. Whitbread Plc, 
owner of the Premier Inn hotel chain, said yesterday 
that it planned to cut as many as 6,000 jobs, almost 
a fifth of its workforce.

There is a chance that by acting now with more 
stringent measures, the government will make sure 
some of the pain is out of the way by Christmas, sa-
ving the crucial trading period for retailers and res-
taurants. That’s highly uncertain, though, especially 
when so much spending in the run-up to the holiday 
will be determined by whether consumers have the 
festive feel-good factor.

As Europe faces second 
wave of virus, tracing 
apps lack impact

MOBILE apps tracing 
new COVID-19 ca-

ses were touted as a key 
part of Europe’s plan to 
beat the coronavirus ou-
tbreak. Seven months into 
the pandemic, virus cases 
are surging again and the 
apps have not been widely 
adopted due to privacy 
concerns, technical pro-
blems and lack of interest 
from the public.

Britain, Portugal, and 
Finland this mon-
th became the 
latest to unveil 
smartphone apps 
that alert people if 
they’ve been near 
someone who tur-
ned out to be infec-
ted so they can seek 
treatment or iso-
late - a key step in 
breaking the chain 
of contagion.

But a few coun-
tries have scrapped their 
tracing apps and others 
that have rolled them out 
have found so few users 
that the technology is not 
very effective. The adop-
tion rate goes from about 
a third of the population 
in Finland and Ireland, 
to 22% in Germany and a 
meager 4% in France.

Health officials initially 
targeted a 60% adoption 
rate, an optimistic goal 
based on an Oxford Uni-
versity study from April al-
though researchers noted 
a lower uptake still helps 
if other measures, such as 
social distancing, are en-
forced.

Kevin Kelly, an accoun-
tant in Limerick, Ireland, 

says his country’s app is 
easy to use and helps gau-
ge local infection trends by 
showing how many cases 
each county has. He main-
ly uses the check-in featu-
re to report his symptoms 
daily, but worries that only 
a fraction of the other 1.3 
million users do, too.

“Everyone downloaded 
it but I’m not sure who is 
regularly using it,” said 
Kelly, 43.

Places that have had the 
most success in getting 
people to voluntarily use 
virus-tracing apps tend 
to be smaller countries in 
Northern Europe where 
trust in the government 
tends to be higher and 
where people are comfor-
table with new technolo-
gies.

Finland’s app quickly 
became one of Europe’s 
most popular when it lau-
nched at the start of Sep-
tember, racking up about 
1 million downloads in the 
first 24 hours. Downloads 
have kept rising roughly a 
third of the country’s 5.5 
million people now have it.

“I’ve gotten several calls 
from people in their eigh-

ties calling to know how 
the application works,” 
said Aleksei Yrttiaho, a 
spokesman for the Finnish 
Institute for Health and 
Welfare. 

Public trust in the go-
vernment helps allay con-
cerns about privacy and 
government surveillance 
first raised when some 
countries launched tracing 
apps months earlier.

Finnish users said they 
felt it was a civic 
responsibility to 
install it.

“It’s our duty 
to take of care 
of the health of 
our fellow citi-
zens and tho-
se close to us,” 
said William 
Oesch, 44, a 
photographer 
in Helsinki.

Most Euro-
pean tracing apps are built 
on a Google-Apple smar-
tphone interface that uses 
Bluetooth technology to 
anonymously log the pro-
ximity of any other smar-
tphones with the app ins-
talled.

France’s app, which uses 
a centralized data storage 
system criticized by priva-
cy activists, has an adop-
tion rate of just 4% months 
after its launch. Norwegian 
officials were forced to halt 
their app because of pri-
vacy concerns over its use 
of phone location data. Is-
rael’s app uses both Blue-
tooth and phone location 
data and says that uptake 
has not been as strong as 
hoped. MDT/AP

Britain, Portugal, 
and Finland became 
the latest to unveil 
smartphone apps 

that alert people if 
they’ve been near 
someone infected


