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South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in apologized 
for the first time yesterday 
for the death of a man 
who was shot by North 
Korean troops last week, 
saying his government 
failed in its responsibility 
to safeguard a citizen. The 
shooting triggered outrage 
and criticism that Seoul 
apparently wasted hours to 
rescue the South Korean 
official who was found 
adrift in North Korean 
waters before his death.

Pakistan’s anti-graft 
body arrested opposition 
leader Shahbaz Sharif 
yesterday over his alleged 
involvement in a money 
laundering case after a 
court rejected bail for him, 
a move coming just before 
planned protests next 
month by his party seeking 
to force Prime Minister 
Imran Khan’s resignation.

Armenia and Azerbaijani 
forces kept fighting 
yesterday over the 
disputed separatist region 
of Nagorno-Karabakh 
after hostilities broke out 
the day before, with both 
sides blaming each other 
for resuming the deadly 
attacks that reportedly 
also wounded scores of 
people.

India’s confirmed 
coronavirus tally reached 6 
million yesterday, keeping 
the country second to the 
United States in number 
of reported cases. The 
Health Ministry reported 
82,170 new coronavirus 
cases in the past 24 hours, 
driving the overall total to 
6,074,703. At least 1,039 
deaths were recorded in 
the same period, taking 
total fatalities up to 95,542.
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 CRIME

Four fall victim to nude chat fraud, 
including two teenagers

TSI rules against gov’t on 102-year-old land dispute, 
compensation set at over MOP100 million
RENATO MARQUES

THE Court of Second 
Instance (TSI) has ru-

led on a land dispute origi-
nating from 1918 between 
the Macau government 
and the owners of a land 
plot with a total area of 
24,498 square meters loca-
ted in Taipa Island.

In the ruling, the judges 
of the TSI sentenced the 
government to pay com-

pensation totaling around 
100 million patacas.

The case began in 1918 
when the then-Portuguese 
government of Macau ex-
propriated part of the land 
plot located in the vicinity 
of Estrada Almirante Ma-
galhães Correia, Estrada 
da Ponta da Cabrita and 
Avenida Padre Tomás Pe-
reira, behind where the 
Edifício do Lago is cur-
rently located.

According to a state-
ment from the Office of the 
President of the Courts of 
Final Appeal and Second 
Instance, the land was ex-
propriated to build a shoo-
ting range, but the action 
was never officially regis-
tered.

Many years later, in 
1994 the government used 
another part of the same 
land plot to build the ac-
cess roads to the Amizade 

Bridge. In 1999, the former 
Civic and Municipal Af-
fairs Bureau, which is now 
known as the Municipal Af-
fairs Bureau (IAM), built an 
old tire depot on another 
portion of the land plot. 

Since the expropria-
tion was never registered, 
the heirs of the original 
landowners claimed ow-
nership of the plot. As the 
government refused the 
reclamation, they filed a 

court case against the Ma-
cau authorities.

After reaching the 
TSI due to both parties 
appealing the first deci-
sion of the Administrative 
Court, the judges analyzed 
the case and ruled in favor 
of the heirs. They determi-
ned that the Macau gover-
nment and the IAM should 
pay compensation for the 
unlawful use of the land 
over a long period.

Besides the financial 
compensation of over 
MOP100 million, the go-
vernment was also senten-
ced to return a land piece 
of an area of 20,263 squa-
re meters which remains 
available.

The Public Prosecutions 
Office, which was repre-
senting the Macau SAR, 
has already filed an appeal 
with the Court of Final 
Appeal.

JULIE ZHU

IN the past few days, the Judi-
ciary Police (PJ) has received 

four reports related to blackmail 
following nude video calls, the 
department said during a press 
conference yesterday.

The first victim is a local man 
born in the 1990s. On September 
26, he befriended a man claiming 
to be an Australian citizen of Afri-
can origin who lives in Macau. 

After a short period of chatting 
online, the two then switched to 
the app Line for further commu-
nication, which led to a nude vi-
deo call.

According to the police autho-
rity, the suspect “unexpectedly” 
took his clothes off during the 
call. Only then did the victim rea-
lize that his partner was actually 
white.

Despite his sense of unease 
over the man’s lie about his ethni-
city, the victim continued the 
chat which lasted roughly eight 
minutes. 

About 30 minutes after, the 
suspect contacted the victim to 
demand a payment of $1,000 
(about MOP8,000), otherwise 
he would share the video with 
the victim’s friends and relatives 
through contact information the 
suspect obtained from the vic-
tim’s Instagram.

The victim bargained the price 
down to MOP2,000, although he 

still did not pay. Eventually, he 
reported the case to the police 
authority.

In the second case, the vic-
tim is a 17-year-old male middle 
school student. On September 
26, he befriended a woman on 
Facebook and switched to Line to 
continuing communicating with 
her. 

That evening, the victim en-
gaged in a 21-minute long nude 
video chat with the woman. 

About 45 minutes after the call 
had ended, the student’s father 
received a link to the video and 
he discovered out that his son 
had been recorded. At the same 
time, an unknown man con-
tacted the father on WhatsApp 
asking for a HKD10,000 payment 
to delete the video. 

The father did not pay and re-
ported the case to the police au-
thority with his son.

The third victim is another 

male middle school student who 
is 16 years old. He was contacted 
by an unknown woman on Insta-
gram who he then befriended on 
Google Hangouts. The woman 
proposed a nude video call which 
went on for seven minutes. 

One hour after the call, the vic-
tim received a link to the video. 

The woman asked for MOP7,000 
for the video to be deleted. The 
student did not pay and reported 
the case to the police authority 
immediately.

The only victim who has clai-
med to lose money is the fourth 
victim, who is also a Macau resi-
dent. 

On September 26, the victim 
befriended someone who clai-
med to be a woman from Hong 
Kong on Skout. 

The pair engaged in a five-mi-
nute-long nude video call. Thirty 
minutes after their call ended, 
the suspect asked the victim for 
HKD6,000 to prevent the video 
from being shared with all his 
contacts. 

The victim transferred the 
MOP6,000 to the criminals. 
However, the blackmail did not 

stop and the victim received new 
requests for more money. Howe-
ver, this time the victim did not 
pay and reported the case to the 
police authority.

In August, three young people, 
including two students, came 
forward as victims of blackmail 
following nude video chats with 
strangers. 

The cases all share similarities. 
The suspects first came into con-
tact with the strangers through 
a mobile app. The unidentified 
suspect then instructed them to 
download a specific app for nude 
video calls. The criminals then 
blackmailed the victims to de-
mand money.

As of press time, the police 
authority is still investigating the 
four cases and no suspects have 
been identified. 

Driver tricks passenger over banknote
A taxi driver in his 60s tricked a female customer 

into believing that she had given him a 100 pa-
taca banknote instead of a 1,000 pataca banknote.

During yesterday’s police press conference, the 
Public Security Police Force (PSP) reported the 
fraud case. On September 23, the victim, a main-
land female tourist, got in a taxi at Avenida da Ami-
zade to travel to Cotai. 

The taxi meter indicated her fare was 55 pata-
cas, which she paid for with one bank note and 
received 45 patacas back. During the payment, 
the taxi driver was rushing the passenger out of 

the vehicle, which was dark inside at the time. Un-
der pressure from the taxi driver, the woman took 
the change and got out of the vehicle. The woman 
thought she had given the driver a 100 pataca bank 
note. 

However, she realized later that she had actually 
paid with a 1,000 pataca bank note and that the 
driver had cheated her. She reported the case to 
the police authority.

Later, the PSP apprehended the driver and in-
terrogated him. The suspect admitted he had 
taken the money and hidden it. JZ
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SIGNIFICANTLY IN THE 
FIRST HALF OF 2020  

The sales of Macau Slot Co. 
Ltd (Macauslot) in the first 
half of 2020 amounted to 
just 30% of that in the same 
period in 2019, according to a 
report by public broadcaster 
TDM. The CEO of Macauslot 
expects sales to return to 
their previous numbers 
as the pandemic situation 
becomes more stable 
and betting resumes. Ho 
estimated that the second 
half of this year may record 
similar sales compared to 
the same period in 2019. 
Currently, Macauslot’s 
biggest customer market is 
the Macau SAR, followed by 
mainland China. According to 
Ho, the company’s business 
has suffered in recent years 
due to mainland China’s 
crackdown on online betting. 
In the future, Macau Slot Co. 
Ltd will focus more on local 
development.

LAWMAKER ASKS ABOUT 
VIRTUAL PROPERTY 
INHERITANCE

Lawmaker Leong Sun Iok has 
asked the local government 
to protect people’s right 
to inherit virtual property. 
In his interpellation to the 
SAR government, Leong 
pointed out that nowadays 
people purchase virtual 
products online, and also 
save important documents 
such as emails and photos in 
cloud storage. The lawmaker 
asked whether there are laws 
in Macau to ensure that the 
person’s offspring can inherit 
the valuable and memorable 
products and redeem the 
files. In Leong’s opinion, when 
such a situation occurs, the 
users’ next of kin normally 
experience difficulties in 
negotiating with the product 
providers. He wants the 
government to protect 
people’s rights in this regard.

MORE MONEY READY 
FOR MACAU’S MAINLAND 
INSURANCE BUYERS 

The Macau SAR government 
is giving more money to local 
residents who purchase 
medical insurance in 
mainland China, according 
to an Executive Decree 
published in the Official 
Gazette yesterday. The Chief 
Executive has approved 
an increase in the subsidy 
amount from 490 patacas to 
520 patacas for people with a 
disability and senior citizens 
aged 65 or above. The order 
is already in effect and is 
applicable to all registered 
cases starting from July 1 
this year. The subsidy now 
extends to all of Zhuhai, not 
just the Hengqin district. 
The applicants must live in 
Zhuhai.

Golden Week to test Macau’s 
infection prevention measures

Local workforce unemployment rate rises to 4%
MACAU’S unemploy-

ment rate is on the 
rise amid the Covid-19 
pandemic, with the latest 
figure – covering the pe-
riod from June to August 
– rising to 4% for the re-
sident workforce, and to 
2.8% overall.

The unemployment 
situation for the resident 
workforce is getting tou-
gher, as a 0.2% increase 

from the previous period 
from May to July was re-
corded. Meanwhile, the 
increase of the overall 
unemployment rate was 
0.1% when compared to 
the May-July period. 

At the same time, the 
local underemployment 
rate has also gone up to 
3.7%, equating to a 0.4% 
increase from the pre-
vious period.

During this period, the 
city had a total labor for-
ce of 404,000 and a labor 
force participation rate of 
70.2%. A total of 392,500 
were employed, 276,600 of 
which were local residen-
ts. These figures decreased 
by 2,900 and 1,100 respec-
tively.

Analyzed by industry, 
employment in gaming, 
junket and hotels activi-

ties decreased, while em-
ployment in restaurants 
increased.

With fresh graduates 
entering the labor market, 
the proportion of new 
labor market entrants 
seeking their first job in-
creased by 6.8% to 16% of 
the total unemployed. 

The number of unem-
ployed people searching 
for a new job decreased 

by 500. Most of the unem-
ployed were previously 
working in the gaming, 
junkets, retail and the 
construction sectors.

Compared with June-
-August 2019, the unde-
remployment rate and 
the unemployment rate 
increased by 3.3% and 
1% respectively, while the 
labor force participation 
rate dropped by 0.1%. AL

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE week-long holiday 
that commemorates the 
founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, 

commonly known as Golden 
Week, will be the ultimate test of 
Macau’s prevention and control 
measures which are in force due 
to Covid-19, said the medical di-
rector of Conde de São Januário 
Hospital, Dr. Alvis Lo, yesterday 
during the briefing of local health 
authorities.

Replying to questions from the 
media about the need to conti-
nue enforcing so many restrictive 
measures, Lo said, “Golden Week 
will be a test that will allow us to 
evaluate our [current] preventive 
measures and review them [if ne-
cessary].”

The doctor, who is a member 
of a panel of local health exper-
ts in charge of establishing and 
reviewing the measures in force, 
noted, “to enforce new measures 
[…] can come as an emergen-
cy and happens from one day to 
another, but to revoke [previously 
enforced measures] it takes times 

as we need to do it slowly and in a 
controlled manner.”

“We know that the measures in 
force cause constraints and has-
sles to many people but [those] 
people must understand that we 
need to protect our population,” 
he remarked.

Macau has not registered any 
local infections for 183 days and 
also has not detected any impor-
ted cases for 94 days. It was also 
noted that the mainland, the only 
entry point available for visitors 
to Macau, has also not recorded 
any cases of Covid-19 infection in 
the past 20 days.

Due to a forecasted increase of 
activity across the borders due to 
Golden Week, local health autho-
rities announced that the daily 
quota for Nucleic Acid Tests (NAT) 
has been raised to a maximum of 
19,000 tests a day with the NAT 
testing post of Forum Macao to 
raise its capacity to 13,000. The 
posts at Kiang Wu Hospital and 
the Macau University of Science 
and Technology Hospital have 
also raised their capacity raised to 
over 1,500 and 1,000 tests per day 
respectively. 

According to Lo, in extreme 
circumstances, there is still the 
possibility that people will resort 
to the company China Certifica-
tion & Inspection Group Macau 
Co. LTD, which can provide tes-
ting and deliver results within the 
same day for a price of MOP500.

REGENCY ART HOTEL 
DONE WITH QUARANTINE

The Regency Art Hotel in Taipa 
will cease to operate as a designa-
ted quarantine venue from Sep-
tember 30, the representative of 
the Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO), Lau Fong Chi, 
said yesterday during the media 
briefing. 

The official also noted that 
as in previous occasions, health 
authorities will proceed with the 
thorough cleaning and disinfec-
tion of all facilities before handing 
the hotel back to management so 
it can operate normally as a hotel 
unit again.

HYGIENE BEHIND 
SCHOOL OUTBREAKS

Questioned about Health Bu-
reau (SSM) reports of an infection 

cluster in schools with a virus that 
causes respiratory problems, Dr. 
Leong Iek Hou, coordinator of the 
Centre for Disease Control and 
Prevention, acknowledged that 
the infections, although unrela-
ted to Covid-19, have been con-
firmed as viral, suggesting that 
schools should pay more atten-
tion to hygiene.

“With the reopening of classes, 
namely in kindergartens, the-
re were cases of infections with 
respiratory symptoms. We have 
detected that was due to a viral 
infection that caused low-tempe-
rature fevers as well as other low 
effects. This disease is related to 
our hygiene a lot. When we have 
these cases [this means] schools 
must do a proper cleaning and 
open the windows to renew the 
air of the rooms, and they need 
to raise the frequency of disinfec-
tion,” Leong said. 

“There is always a risk of con-
tagion in schools due to proxi-
mity [of children], but it is a low 
risk,” she added. “Even if there is a 
case [of Covid-19], what we need 
to do is to act fast. We cannot keep 
schools closed permanently.”
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Macau Beijing office receives 
180 assistance requests

Since the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the Macau SAR government’s Beijing office 
has received over 180 requests asking for 
assistance, according to Leong Kit Chi, director 
of the office. Among these 180 requests, 
approximately 150 cases involve border control 
policies and entry quarantine regulations. 
Currently, over 1,000 Macau residents are 
studying in universities in Beijing. During 
the pandemic, the office has been primarily 
coordinating with the mainland government 
to prevent the spread of Covid-19. Leong 
says that the office will continue to maintain 
in close communication with these students 
and their schools in order to provide the proper 
assistance. 

App-hailed taxis to 
provide free Wi-Fi

The SAR government is expanding access to 
its FreeWiFi.MO network to 200 app-hailed 
taxis, according to a statement released by the 
Macao Post and Telecommunications Bureau 
(CTT). In order to continue expanding free Wi-
Fi coverage in Macau, the CTT has encouraged 
the participation of local institutions in FreeWiFi.
MO since 2017 to provide members of the 
public with free Wi-Fi services. The plan has 
so far received support and participation from 
more than 40 public and private organizations, 
increasing the number of access points to more 
than 560 institutions. The latest participating 
organizations include Kiang Wu Hospital, New 
Yaohan and Macau Taxi. The CTT reiterated that 
as of today, FreeWiFi.MO is available in various 
locations ranging from integrated resorts, 
hotels, public departments, hospitals and 
department stores. 

Landslide reported yesterday 
morning amid rainstorm signal
A landslide was reported to 

have taken place near Hac 
Sá Village in Coloane, as heavy 
rainfall and a thunderstorm 
struck the city early yesterday 
morning.

The weather conditions 
prompted the Meteorological 
and Geophysical Bureau to is-
sue both the Thunderstorm 
Warning and the Yellow Rains-
torm Warning separately at 
around 6 a.m. The latter war-
ning system was only restored 
at the start of this month. A 
Yellow Warning does not trigger 
school suspension.

Both warnings were with-
drawn by 10 a.m.

The heavy rainstorm also 
caused a minor landslide at Co-
loane. Reports of the incident 
were received by the Fire Servi-
ces Bureau at about 8 a.m. The 
affected site measured about 8 
by 3 meters.

Although no injuries have 
been reported by the fire bu-
reau response team that was 
deployed, the incident caused 
the closure of one lane of Es-
trada Nova de Hac Sá, the road 
running downhill to Hac Sá 
Beach.

A statement issued by the 
Municipal Affairs Bureau (IAM) 
at the start of summer this year 
pointed out that the city’s peak 
rain season lasts from June to 
August each year. However, 
heavy rainfall has been recor-
ded outside of that period.

The IAM has reminded 
members of the public to stay 
away from trees and hillsides 
when heavy rainfall or strong 
winds are occurring, as they 
may cause landslides or flying 
broken branches which may be 
dangerous to passers-by.

They also noted that when 
rainstorm warnings are in for-
ce, there may be gusty winds 
in open areas, the countryside 
or on bridges, implying that 
members of the public shou-
ld protect themselves against 
these extreme weather condi-
tions.

Members of the public shou-
ld avoid outdoor activity, espe-
cially in the countryside, during 
or right after heavy rainfalls. 
They should also avoid staying 
near hillsides or under trees. The 
bureau has pledged to monitor 
conditions of trees and hill slo-
pes. AL
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Social media live broadcasts, 
influencer promotions to 
debut at trade show
ANTHONY LAM

A 
local business-to-
-consumer trade 
show will return 
in its seventh ite-

ration during the upcoming 
October 1 long weekend 
with new highlights, such 
as influencer promotions 
and social media live ses-
sions, the organizing body 
told a press conference yes-
terday.

Wang Sai Man, Vice Pre-
sident of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Industrial As-
sociation of Macau, which 
is the organizing body for 
the Macau Industrial Pro-
ducts Show, pointed out in 
his speech that the mode 
of consumption has moved 
from offline to online, and 
from physical to digital. In 
order to draw the attention 
of a wider audience, the 
trade show will open with a 
studio for social media live 
broadcasts.

Live shows will not only 
take place inside the studio, 
influencers will also be in-
vited to live broadcast their 
purchases at several dozen 
specific booths to help pro-
mote the products and the 
trade show simultaneously.

In addition, there will be 
experience sessions and a 
competition to allow chil-
dren between ages 6 and 12 
to become junior program 
hosts, meaning that they 
will have the chance to try 
running a live video or audio 
program.

Children within the age 
range can register for a 
chance to be chosen to con-
duct live interviews with a 
local entrepreneur at the live 
broadcast studio.

All children from 6 to 12 
years old are invited to make 
their own videos and post 
them on TikTok, Facebook, 
Instagram and YouTube 
to participate in the junior 
program host competition. 
Three cash prizes worth 
MOP3,000, MOP2,000 and 
MOP1,000 respectively will 
be given to three winners.

Live updates about dis-
counts offered at the trade 
show will be posted in the 
venue to inform show goers 
about promotions.

On the main stage, the-
re will be sharing sessions 
featuring individuals such 
as President Lau Wai Meng 
of the Macao Trade and In-
vestment Promotion Ins-
titute, Director Tai Kin Ip 
of the Macao Economic 

Bureau, as well as several 
local entrepreneurs. They 
will share with the audience 
insider information about 
previous iterations and un-
forgettable moments from 
the trade show, as well as 
fun facts about their trades.

This year’s show will 
have six sections: electrical 
and household appliances, 
healthcare and baby pro-
ducts, fashion and cosme-
tics, financial products, and 
food and food products. All 
participating businesses are 
local, the Industrial Associa-
tion of Macau stressed.

In addition, the organi-
zing body will set up a Ma-
cau Industrial Complex at 
the show to introduce the 
general public to develop-
ments in the city’s indus-
trial sector. Moreover, it will 
familiarize spectators with 
possible prospects for the 
city’s industrial sector.

The Industrial Associa-
tion of Macau hopes to at-

tract new generations to the 
industrial sector through 
the upcoming trade show. 
The target also echoes the 
government’s call to deve-
lop local industrial brands.

Association president 
Chui Iok Lam revealed that 
this year’s show will not 
have a large-scale opening 
ceremony due to Covid-19.

Sulu Sou cleared 
of four cases of 
election violations

Restaurant manager saves 
young man from drowning

LAWMAKER Sulu Sou 
announced via a so-

cial media post that he has 
been cleared by the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP) 
of four allegations of ag-
gravated disobedience.

The four charges were 
pressed by law enforce-
ment entities. 

He recalled that three 
years ago, the morning 
after Legislative Assembly 
election day, the first thing 
he did was not thank vo-
ters for voting him in, but 
participate in an inquiry at 
a police station.

“All the harassment, 
smearing and accusations 
related to the election have 
persisted for a long time,” 
the lawmaker wrote in the 
post. “During this period, I 
alone had been in and out 
of the police station for 
five times.”

According to his ac-
count, the police told him 
that he and his team were 
reported during the elec-
tion campaign for erec-
ting his campaign flags on 
hand-pushed carts and 

trolleys. The police found 
this behavior to be in vio-
lation of the Election Law.

Sou was first told that 
there were seven allega-
tions, making seven se-
parate cases. Later, some 
cases were combined, re-
sulting in four remaining 
charges.

Three years later, he has 
been cleared of the char-
ges. He asked the ques-
tion: “What social effect 
is this process [trying] to 
achieve?” AL

THE general mana-
ger of a restaurant in 

downtown Macau jum-
ped into Nam Van Lake on 
Friday afternoon to save a 
young man who appeared 
to be drowning. 

A video of the rescue, 
which was first repor-
ted by TDM Portuguese, 
showed Cristiano Canna-
ta rush into the water be-
side Lake View Mansion 
and escort the man back 
to dry ground.

According to TDM, the 

young man was taken to 
the public hospital to re-
ceive treatment for mild 
injuries.

The 50-year-old Can-
nata is the general mana-
ger of Caffé B, an Italian 
restaurant located next to 
where the incident took 
place. He was finishing his 
shift at the restaurant and 
conversing with a custo-
mer outside when he noti-
ced the drowning.

“I heard a noise coming 
from that direction and 

then saw a body in the wa-
ter face down,” Cannata 
recounted to Macau Dai-
ly Times. “I rushed to the 
lake and removed some of 
my suit and jumped in.”

According to Cannata’s 
account, the young man 
“was cooperative” and 
did not resist the rescue 
as drowning victims can 
do out of fear or instinct. 
Cannata said he likes to 
surf and has rescued so-
meone from drowning be-
fore. DB
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TIKTOK

US federal judge postpones 
Trump ban on popular app

HUAWEI

CFO case back in Canadian court today
A senior executive for 

Chinese communica-
tions giant Huawei Techno-
logies will be in a Canadian 
courtroom today [Macau 
time] arguing her extradi-
tion to the U.S. should be 
halted because her rights 
have been violated.

Canada arrested Meng 
Wanzhou, the daughter of 
Huawei’s founder and the 
company’s chief financial 
officer, at Vancouver’s air-
port in late 2018. The U.S. 
wants her extradited to face 
fraud charges. Her arrest in-
furiated Beijing, which sees 
her case as a political move 
designed to prevent China’s 
rise.

Meng’s defense team will 
argue the extradition pro-
ceedings should be halted 
because they claim Cana-
da Border Services Agen-
cy officers detained and 
questioned Meng without 
a lawyer, seized her electro-
nic devices and compelled 
her to give up the passcodes 
before her official arrest.

They also will argue the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police acted at the behest of 
the FBI to gather and sha-
re technical information 
about Meng’s laptop, pho-
nes and tablets, in violation 
of the Extradition Act.

Meng’s defense also be-
lieves her arrest was poli-

tically motivated and will 
point to past comments 
made by U.S. President Do-
nald Trump.

The U.S. accuses Huawei 
of using a Hong Kong shell 
company called Skycom to 
sell equipment to Iran in 
violation of U.S. sanctions. 
It says Meng, 48, commit-
ted fraud by misleading the 
HSBC bank about the com-
pany’s business dealings in 
Iran.

Gary Botting, a Vancou-
ver defense lawyer who 
has written several books 
on extradition, said Meng’s 
team will present eviden-
ce to the judge to support 
their claims her rights were 

infringed under Canada’s 
version of the bill of rights. 

If Supreme Court Asso-
ciate Chief Justice Heather 
Holmes rules in Meng’s fa-
vor it could end the extra-
dition hearing, Botting said. 
The prosecution would 
have the right to appeal.

In May, Meng failed in a 
bid to end the extradition 
process when Holmes ruled 
the allegations against her 
could constitute a crime in 
Canada as well.

Meng’s arrest has soured 
relations between Canada 
and China. In apparent re-
taliation, China detained 
former Canadian diplomat 
Michael Kovrig and Cana-

dian entrepreneur Michael 
Spavor. China has also pla-
ced restrictions on various 
Canadian exports to China, 

including canola oil seed. 
Meng remains free on 

bail in her multimillion 
mansion in Vancouver. AP

ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
& MATT O’BRIEN, NEW YORK

A 
federal judge yesterday 
[Macau time] postpo-
ned a Trump adminis-
tration order that wou-

ld have banned the popular vi-
deo sharing app TikTok from U.S. 
smartphone app stores around 
midnight.

A more comprehensive ban 
remains scheduled for Novem-
ber, about a week after the presi-
dential election. The judge, Carl 
Nichols of the U.S District Court 
for the District of Columbia, did 
not agree to postpone the later 
ban.

The ruling followed an emer-
gency hearing Sunday morning 
in which lawyers for TikTok ar-
gued that the administration’s 
app-store ban would infringe on 
First Amendment rights and do 
irreparable harm to the business.

Earlier this year, President Do-
nald Trump declared that TikTok, 
owned by Chinese company By-
teDance, was a threat to national 
security and that it must either 
sell its U.S. operations to Ame-
rican companies or be barred 
from the country.

TikTok is still scrambling to 
firm up a deal tentatively stru-
ck a week ago in which it would 
partner with Oracle, a huge da-
tabase-software company, and 
Walmart in an effort to win the 
blessing of both the Chinese and 
American governments. In the 
meantime, it is fighting to keep 

the app available in the U.S.
TikTok said in a statement 

that it was pleased with the court 
ruling and continues to work to 
turn its deal proposal into an ac-
tual agreement. The Commerce 
Department, which is responsib-
le for the specific orders banning 
TikTok, said it will comply with 
the judge’s order but intends to 
vigorously defend the adminis-
tration’s efforts against the app.

Judge Nichols did not explain 
his reasoning publicly, and ins-
tead filed his judicial opinion 
under seal. Initially both the U.S. 
government’s brief in the case 
and the entire Sunday morning 
hearing were also due to be sea-
led from the public, although the 
court later relented.

In arguments to Judge Nichols, 
TikTok lawyer John Hall said that 

TikTok is more than an app, sin-
ce it functions as a “modern day 
version of a town square.”

“If that prohibition goes into 
effect at midnight, the conse-
quences immediately are gra-
ve,’” Hall said. “It would be no 
different than the government 
locking the doors to a public fo-
rum, roping off that town squa-
re” at a time when a free exchan-
ge of ideas is necessary heading 
into a polarized election. 

TikTok lawyers also argued 
that a ban on the app would af-
fect the ability of tens of thou-
sands of potential viewers and 
content creators to express 
themselves every month and 
would also hurt its ability to hire 
new talent. In addition, Hall ar-
gued that a ban would prevent 
existing users from automati-

cally receiving security updates, 
eroding national security. 

Justice Department lawyer 
Daniel Schwei said that Chinese 
companies are not purely pri-
vate and are subject to intrusive 
laws compelling their coopera-
tion with intelligence agencies. 
The Justice Department has also 
argued that economic regula-
tions of this nature generally are 
not subject to First Amendment 
scrutiny. 

“This is the most immediate 
national security threat,” argued 
Schwei. “It is a threat today. It is a 
risk today and therefore it deser-
ves to be addressed today even 
while other things are ongoing 
and playing out.”

Schwei also argued that Tik-
Tok lawyers failed to prove the 
company would suffer irrepara-
ble business harm.

The Justice Department laid 
out its objections to TikTok’s 
motion for a temporary injunc-
tion in a brief under seal, but it 
was unsealed in redacted form 
to protect confidential business 
information.

Trump set the process in mo-
tion with executive orders in 
August that declared TikTok and 
another Chinese app, WeChat, 
threats to national security. The 
White House says the video ser-
vice is a security risk because 
the personal information of its 
millions of U.S. users could be 
handed over to Chinese autho-
rities.

Trump has given tentative 

approval to a proposed deal in 
which Oracle and Walmart cou-
ld initially own a combined 20% 
of a new U.S. entity, TikTok Glo-
bal. But Trump also said he cou-
ld retract his approval if Oracle 
doesn’t have “total control” of 
the company; the president did 
not explain what he meant by 
that.

The deal remains unfinali-
zed, and the two sides have also 
appeared at odds over the corpo-
rate structure of TikTok Global. 
ByteDance said last week that it 
will still own 80% of the U.S. en-
tity after a financing round. Ora-
cle, meanwhile, put out a state-
ment saying that Americans “will 
be the majority and ByteDance 
will have no ownership in TikTok 
Global.”

Government-owned media in 
China have criticized the deal as 
bullying and extortion. ByteDan-
ce said Thursday it has applied 
for a Chinese technology export 
license after Beijing tightened 
control over exports last month 
in an effort to gain leverage over 
Washington’s attempt to force 
an outright sale of TikTok to U.S. 
owners. 

China’s foreign ministry has 
said the government will “take 
necessary measures” to safe-
guard its companies but gave no 
indication what steps it can take 
to affect TikTok’s fate in the Uni-
ted States.

TikTok is also asking a federal 
court to declare Trump’s Aug. 6 
executive order unlawful.

The Chinese firm said the pre-
sident doesn’t have the authority 
to take these actions under the 
national-security law he cited; 
that the ban violates TikTok’s 
First Amendment speech righ-
ts and Fifth Amendment due-
-process rights; and that there’s 
no authority for the restrictions 
because they are not based on a 
national emergency. AP

Meng Wanzhou, chief financial officer of Huawei (May 2020)
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U.S.-CHINA friction 
flared again yester-

day, with Beijing firing 
back at accusations by 
Washington that it is a 
leading cause of global 
environmental damage 
and has reneged on its 
promise not to militarize 
the South China Sea. 

A document issued last 
week by the State Depart-
ment cited China’s record 
on issues from greenhou-
se gas emissions to air 
and water and soil pollu-
tion, illegal logging and 
wildlife trafficking. 

“While the Chinese 
people have suffered the 
worst environmental im-
pacts of its actions, Bei-
jing also threatens the 
global economy and glo-
bal health by unsustaina-
bly exploiting natural re-
sources and exporting its 
willful disregard for the 
environment,” the docu-
ment said.

Department spokes-
person Morgan Ortagus 
followed that with a sta-
tement Sunday saying 
China has “pursued a re-
ckless and provocative 
militarization” of dispu-
ted outposts in the Sou-
th China Sea’s Spratly Is-
lands, adding that China’s 
ruling Communist Party 
“does not honor its words 
or commitments.” 

Foreign ministry 
spokesperson Wang Wen-

bin responded by asking 
why the United States was 
withdrawing from the Pa-
ris agreement on climate 
change, calling the U.S. 
the “biggest destroyer of 
international environ-
mental cooperation.” 

Wang also said U.S. mi-
litary actions have made 
it “the biggest threat to 
the peace and stability of 
the South China Sea.”

The trading of accu-
sations comes amid dis-
putes over trade, tech-
nology, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan, spying accusa-
tions against Chinese 
diplomats and Beijing’s 
assertions of territorial 
claims in the South China 
Sea and elsewhere that 
have driven the bilateral 
relationship to its lowest 
point in decades. 

The State Depart-
ment’s attack on China’s 
environmental record 
follows China’s annou-
ncement to the United 
Nations General Assem-
bly last week that it aims 
to have carbon dioxide 
emissions peak before 
2030 and achieve carbon 
neutrality by 2060, a ple-
dge that won applause 
from environmentalists. 

The State Department 
cited China as “the lar-
gest emitter of greenhou-
se gases; the largest sour-
ce of marine debris; the 
worst perpetrators of ille-

gal, unreported, and un-
regulated fishing; and the 
world’s largest consumer 
of trafficked wildlife and 
timber products. “ 

It singled out leader 
Xi Jinping’s signature 
“Belt and Road” global 
infrastructure building 
initiative as lacking “clear 
environmental guide-
lines, safety standards, 
and worker protections,” 
and said China is sad-
dling host countries with 
environmental burdens 
and leading them away 
from sustainable develo-
pment. 

“Tragically, the Chine-
se Communist Party re-
presses civil society and a 
free press, slowing chan-
ges that would benefit its 
citizens and people all 
over the world,” the State 
Department document 
said. 

Wang defended Chi-
na’s record on reducing 
pollution, touting China’s 
promotion of new energy 
vehicles and creation of 
new forest cover. 

The U.S. is the “grea-
test danger to the global 
environment,” Wang told 
reporters at a daily brie-
fing. “We advise the U.S. 
side to stop political ma-
nipulation and malicious 
slander, and to do more 
practical work and less 
trouble for the global en-
vironment.” AP

China fires back at US 
over environment, 
South China Sea
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The Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev has disrupted a 
meeting of the United Nations General Assembly with 
several angry outbursts.

Twice he pounded his desk and twice he shouted in-
terruptions to show his disapproval at the way UN forces 
have intervened in the recent trouble in former Belgian 
Congo.

Mr Khrushchev is calling for the UN Secretary Gene-
ral Dag Hammarskjold to be replaced by a three-man 
executive representing the western, Soviet and neutral 
camps.

His interruptions came during a speech by British Pri-
me Minister Harold Macmillan, who expressed total con-
fidence in Mr Hammarskjold’s “energy, resourcefulness 
and above all integrity”.

While most of the Assembly applauded his sentimen-
ts, Mr Khrushchev pounded the table with both fists.

When Mr Macmillan referred to the recent four-power 
summit in Paris, which was called off after a US spy pla-
ne was shot down over the Soviet Union, Mr Khrushchev 
began shouting in Russian and waving his forefinger.

His words were translated as: “Don’t send U2s. You 
were supporting aggression.”

Another more violent interruption came when Mr Ma-
cmillan moved on to the subject of inspection and con-
trol of disarmament.

The prime minister said he understood Soviet concer-
ns that inspection and control of arms could be a cover 
for espionage.

At this point, Mr Khrushchev stood up and waved his 
hand and shouted: “You accept my disarmament pro-
posals and I’ll accept any controls.”

During last Friday’s session of the General Assembly, 
Mr Khrushchev accused the UN of siding with the so-
-called colonial powers.

He is angry at the UN’s refusal to use military force in 
newly independent Congo, which appears to be on the 
brink of civil war. Instead, a UN peacekeeping force has 
been deployed with orders not to intervene to influence 
the outcome of the conflict.

Courtesy BBC News

1960 Khrushchev anger
	   erupts at UN

In context

On 3 October, Nikita Khrushchev demanded the resig-
nation of Dag Hammarskjold, accusing him of acting on 
behalf of the colonial powers and therefore not fit to rep-
resent all nations of the UN.
A week later Mr Khrushchev caused uproar when he 
famously used his shoe to bang on the desk after the 
Philippine delegate accused the USSR of imperialism in 
Eastern Europe.
The UN Secretary General was later killed during a visit to 
Congo in September 1961.
He was on his way by plane to negotiate a peaceful set-
tlement between Congo and Katanga when the aircraft 
exploded.
There are various theories as to why the plane crashed 
and sabotage has still not been ruled out.
He was posthumously awarded the Nobel peace prize in 
1961.

this day in historyISRAEL

Rabbis ponder Covid-19 queries 
of ultra-Orthodox Jewish life
ILAN BEN ZION, 
JERUSALEM

M
UST an obser-
vant Jew who 
has lost his 
sense of taste 

and smell because of CO-
VID-19 recite blessings for 
food and drink? Can one 
bend the metal nosepie-
ce of a surgical face mask 
on the Sabbath? May one 
participate in communal 
prayers held in a courtyard 
from a nearby balcony?

Months into the coro-
navirus pandemic, ultra-
-Orthodox rabbis in Israel 
are addressing questions 
like these as their legions 
of followers seek advice on 
how to maintain proper 
Jewish observance under 
the restrictions of the ou-
tbreak.

Social distancing and 
nationwide lockdowns 
have become a reality arou-
nd the globe in 2020, but 
for religious Jews they can 
further complicate rites 
and customs that form the 
fabric of daily life in Ortho-
dox communities. Many of 
these customs are perfor-
med in groups and public 
gatherings, making it es-
pecially challenging for the 
religious public to maintain 
its lifestyle. 

One religious publisher 
in Jerusalem released a 
book in July with over 600 
pages of guidance from 46 
prominent rabbis. Topi-
cs range from socially 
distanced circumcisions 
(allowed) to Passover Se-
ders over Zoom (forbidden) 
to praying with a quorum 
from a balcony (it’s compli-
cated). 

One rabbi responded to 
a query about blessings on 
food for those who lost their 
sense of taste and smell due 
to the coronavirus. His ru-
ling? Prayers are still requi-
red, for “even though one 
does not sense the flavor 
of the food, his intestines 
nonetheless benefit and are 
satisfied by the food and its 
nutrition.” He then laun-
ched into a two-page legal 
argument citing rabbinic 
sources from the Talmud 
on down.

The collection — titled 
“Havieni Hadarav,” Hebrew 
for “Bring me to his cham-
bers” — is one of many 
pamphlets, books, radio 

and social media Q&As pu-
blished in recent months 
addressing matters of hala-
cha, or Jewish religious law, 
during the pandemic.

Ultra-Orthodox Jews 
make up a little over 10% 
of Israel’s 9 million citi-
zens and adhere to a close 
observance of Jewish law. 
The foundations of hala-
cha are built on the Torah’s 
commandments and prohi-
bitions, and the Talmud, a 
codification of Jewish law 
written down over the cou-
rse of the early centuries of 
the first millennium.

Orthodox Jewish practi-
ce is the byproduct of gene-
rations of rabbis issuing le-
gal arguments and rulings. 
Their decisions, known as 
responsa, can sometimes 
be lenient and other times 
strict. 

“Every time a rabbi is 
asked a question, he has to 
essentially do what a jud-
ge would do, and bring up 
previous cases which he 
builds upon to come to his 
decision in this particular 
case,” said Issamar Gin-
zberg, a Jerusalem-based 
Hassidic rabbi. The method 
of questions and responses 
has underpinned centuries 
of the Jewish legal code.

There’s no way to say 
for sure how many people 
will follow this particular 
book’s rulings. But there are 
hundreds of thousands of 
ultra-Orthodox Jews, and 
opinions by prominent ra-
bbis often carry great signi-
ficance in daily life within 
the community. 

“It’s more like a law tex-
tbook than a novel on the 

bestseller list,” said Gin-
zberg.

Rabbi Natan Feldman, 
head of the Tzuf Publishing 
House and editor of “Havie-
ni Hadarav,” said the com-
pany has sold around 3,000 
copies of the book, whi-
ch meets “the need of the 
hour.”

“If people didn’t have it, 
they would err in all kinds of 
ways,” Feldman said. “It’s so-
mething with a lot of utility.” 

Israel’s ultra-Orthodox 
minority has been dispro-
portionately affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic, with 
cities and neighborhoods 
where they live among the 
country’s current hot zones. 
Overall, Israel has recorded 
around 200,000 cases of the 
novel coronavirus and more 
than 1,300 deaths. The Heal-
th Ministry does not break 
down those numbers by po-
pulation groups. 

Religious areas have been 
hard hit in part because they 
tend to be poorer and crow-
ded, but also because of the 
tight-knit communal lifes-
tyles, in which synagogues 
and seminaries play a cen-
tral role. Some ultra-Ortho-
dox schools have remained 
open in defiance of a na-
tionwide lockdown imposed 
earlier this month to help 
clamp down on the coun-
try’s surge in new cases. Whi-
le some rabbis have resisted 
orders to limit crowd sizes 
at prayers, especially for the 
current High Holiday season 
and this week’s gatherings 
for Yom Kippur, or the Day 
of Atonement, the govern-
ment has tried to work with 
religious leaders to spread 

the word on promoting pu-
blic health regulations and 
restricting the sizes of prayer 
gatherings.

Many of the responsa 
contend with the compli-
cations of holding prayers 
— which traditionally re-
quire a quorum of 10 adult 
men — outdoors and in a 
manner that complies with 
social distance regulations. 
The rabbis offered differing 
opinions on what the law 
allows regarding participa-
ting in a minyan held in a 
communal courtyard from a 
balcony above. 

Innovation has hel-
ped overcome some of the 
challenges of the lockdown, 
but has also raised addi-
tional concerns for obser-
vant Jews. For example, can 
one enter a hospital on the 
Jewish Sabbath if there is a 
thermal camera at the en-
trance that takes visitors’ 
temperatures? 

Activating such an elec-
tronic device could violate 
multiple prohibitions, so 
Rabbi Asher Weiss — a pro-
minent ultra-Orthodox legal 
scholar involved in “Ha-
vieni Hadarav” — advised 
refraining from entering if 
only visiting a patient, but 
those in need of medical 
care ought not “avoid ente-
ring the hospital and endan-
ger their lives.”

But the bottom line, wri-
tten by Weiss in the book’s 
introduction, is that peo-
ple must “take extra care to 
adhere to the instructions 
of qualified medical officials 
and the regulations of the 
Health Ministry and not vio-
late them.” AP

Ultra-Orthodox Jews wear face masks during a morning prayer in a synagogue separated by plastic 
partitions, in Bnei Brak, Israel
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Desolate; 6- Pack and send; 10- Director Preminger; 14- Actress 

Braga; 15- Walking stick; 16- ___ En-lai; 17- Summarize; 18- Code word for A; 19- 
3:00; 20- Accomplishment; 23- Insane person; 27- Lend ___; 28- Of course!; 29- 
Sixth planet; 34- Cold mold; 36- Egyptian peninsula; 37- Newsman Donaldson; 
40- Make urban; 43- Language suffix; 44- French Impressionist; 45- Magna ___; 
46- Fix beforehand; 48- Exploit; 49- Uneven; 53- Subtlety; 55- Appendices; 
60- Arouse; 61- Composer Schifrin; 62- Whatsoever; 67- Sicilian smoker; 68- 
Exceeded the limit; 69- Like a March wind?; 70- Russian no; 71- Salinger girl; 72- 
Radiate;
 
DOWN: 1- Georgia, once: Abbr.; 2- Foot digit; 3- Mandela’s org.; 4- Narrow inlet; 
5- Greek letter; 6- Skin marking, often due to injury; 7- One of two equal parts; 8- 
Poop; 9- Fleshy fruit; 10- Body of salt water; 11- Macbeth, for one; 12- Scarpia’s 
killer; 13- External; 21- Dash lengths; 
22- Zealot; 23- Heat home; 24- Hardy 
equestrian creatures; 25- Profundity; 26- 
Golda of Israel; 30- Together; 31- Roofing 
items; 32- Make one; 33- Squealer; 35- 
Force; 37- Femme fatale; 38- Nahuatl 
speaker; 39- Gettysburg general; 41- 
Average; 42- Zip; 47- Explosive stuff; 
49- Ruhr city; 50- Like lousy roads; 
51- Suppose; 52- Herring type; 54- 
Grammarian’s concern; 56- Different; 
57- Charts; 58- K-6; 59- Network point; 
63- Prom duds; 64- Tempe sch.; 65- Old 
Ford; 66- Cleaning agent; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Others may want to steal your 
thunder when they realize your 
ideas are pretty solid. Family 
get-togethers will be interesting. 
Having your own business is a 
good idea. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You will have good ideas for home 
improvement projects. You are 
best not to discuss your personal 
life with others. You may not be 
happy if  members of  your family 
are not pulling their weight. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You can make major gains 
professionally by completing 
projects on time. Try not 
to argue about trivial 
matters. Don’t forget family 
obligations. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Strengthen your position 
among your peers. Go out 
shopping today. You are best 
not to nag or criticize, even if  
you are justified or have the 
best intentions.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Get the red tape and the 
unwanted paperwork out of  
the way. Don’t be too quick to 
spend money. Be honest in your 
communication and don’t lose 
your cool. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You need to pamper yourself  
for a change. Your ability to 
work with detail will bring 
recognition. Your pursuits may 
end up being fruitless, but dont 
give up.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Look into real estate. 
Emotional disputes will only 
end in sorrow. Your outgoing 
nature might work against you 
today. Try to be productive if  
you stay inside.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Don’t let others bully you into 
agreeing with them. You can 
make career moves that will 
be prosperous. Travel will be 
favorable and bring you the 
greatest rewards. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You will be moody and react 
poorly to issues concerning your 
mate. Children may be less than 
honest with you. Listen to a 
good friend who is truly looking 
out for your best interests. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You will be able to get to the 
bottom of  things today. Don’t let 
your emotions interfere with your 
professional integrity. Don’t start 
a dispute unless you’re prepared 
to accept irreversible results. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Children may be less than honest 
with you. Take care of  yourself  
or you can expect to suffer from 
minor illness. Don’t upset elders in 
your family who don’t understand 
your present situation. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Your changing attitudes may be 
causing concern for your partner. 
Try to address the real issues 
in order to turn things around. 
Things may not be as harmonious 
as you would like.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Tesla’s $25,000 car doesn’t 
worry biggest rivals in China
TESLA Inc.’s plan to build a 

$25,000 car within the next 
three years doesn’t seem to have 
fazed China’s most-promising 
electric vehicle startups, with 
executives at the Beijing Auto 
Show saying Elon Musk can bring 
it on.

“It’s a good thing for us,” WM 
Motor Co. founder and Chief 
Executive Officer Freeman Shen 
said. “We are very happy Tesla 
came to China because Tesla is 
just like Apple in the early days, 
they educate the whole market.”

Just as Apple Inc.’s share in 
the mobile-phone market has 
been eroded by local players like 
Xiaomi Corp., Oppo and Huawei 
Technologies Co., so too will Tes-
la’s, however over a longer time 
horizon, Shen said. Tesla’s slice of 
the “mainstream” electric vehicle 
market will significantly decrease 
in five to 10 years, he said.

Where WM Motor will be by 
2030 isn’t certain either. The 
company earlier this month rai-
sed $1.5 billion in a Series D rou-
nd led by Shanghai Automotive 
Industry Corp. (Group), the pa-
rent of China’s biggest automaker 
SAIC Motor Corp. People familiar 
with the matter have said WM 
plans a stock-market listing in its 
hometown of Shanghai as soon 
as this year, something Shen in-
dicated on Saturday sounded 
ambitious, but declined to com-
ment on further.

Xpeng Inc. Vice Chairman 
Brian Gu meanwhile described 
Tesla as a partner, with both EV 
manufacturers trying to make 
sure more consumers are attrac-
ted by smart, environmentally 
friendly cars. EVs are “less than 
5% of the market” so together 
“we are accelerating that change 
and conversion,” he said in an in-
terview with Bloomberg TV.

Gu also said Tesla’s plan to ex-
pand its output in Shanghai to an 
annual capacity of one million 
vehicles in the coming years 
wasn’t of concern. If CEO Musk 
“achieves one million units, that 
means the market has grown 
so much faster and bigger than 
what we anticipated,” Gu said, 
adding that Xpeng’s mid-range 
EVs come in around the $25,000 
mark already.

Xpeng, which reported a net 
loss of $113 million on revenue 
of $142 million for the six months 
ended June 30, raised $1.5 billion 
in an initial share sale in the U.S. 
in August. The firm is among a 
handful of Chinese car startups 
to tap the market, surfing a wave 
of investor demand for EV stocks. 
Li Auto Inc., another Chinese EV 
company, increased the size of 
its U.S. IPO in July to raise $1.3 
billion. 

Tesla’s presence at the Bei-
jing Auto Show was primarily 
centered around displaying its 
China-made Model 3. The Palo 
Alto, California-based company 

plans to ship cars made at its 
Shanghai factory to Europe and 
other countries in Asia, including 
Singapore, Australia and New 
Zealand, as soon as the end of 
this year or early 2021, people fa-
miliar with the matter said earlier 
this month.

NIO Inc. Chief Executive Offi-
cer William Li, when asked about 

Tesla’s plans for a $25,000 car, no-
ted that battery costs have been 
steadily declining. Batteries cur-
rently represent about one-quar-
ter of an EV’s cost because of the 
expensive metals used.

“We reached a gross margin 
of 10% in the second quarter and 
it will increase each quarter,” he 
said in an interview with Bloom-

berg TV on Saturday. “The overall 
battery cost decrease will help 
promote EVs. Our price tag is 
more than $60,000 and even in 
China we have a lot of work to do 
for this niche market.”

Shanghai-based NIO, which 
has received a municipal gover-
nment cash injection and credit 
facilities from local banks this 
year, reported a positive gross 
margin for the first time in the se-
cond quarter.

Li also talked about customer 
service being more important 
than volume.

“Auto products aren’t only 
about producing cars but more 
importantly, serving your cus-
tomers well,” he said. “For each 
family, buying a car isn’t a small 
expense like buying clothes, and 
it’s closely related to one’s safety. 
Quality and service will be the 
biggest challenge for all auto-
makers in rapid expansion.”

NIO is also working closely 
with U.S. companies, despite the 
strained relations between China 
and the U.S., he said. NIO works 
with firms including Qualcomm 
Inc. and Intel Corp.

“Strengthening the partner-
ship between these companies 
is essential to promoting electric 
vehicles and we will keep working 
on this,” Li said. BLOOMBERG

CORPORATE BITS
Wynn participates in mega Beijing roadshow

Sands Resorts Macao has 
participated in the four-day 
“Beijing Macao Week” mega 
roadshow in Wangfujing 
Street from September 26 

Wynn Macau and Wynn 
Palace Cotai are pleased to 
participate in “Beijing Macao 
Week” hosted by the Macau 
SAR Government from Sep-
tember 26 to 29 at Beijing’s 

Sands China joins four-day Beijing Macao Week event
event has been organized by 
Beijing and government de-
partments in Macau. 

Sands Resorts Macao set 
up five themed zones, fea-
turing The Venetian Macao, 
teamLab SuperNature Ma-
cao, The Parisian Macao, 
Four Seasons Hotel Macao 
and The Londoner Macao. 
Attractions included The 
Venetian Macao’s classic 
gondolas and a miniature 
version of The Parisian Ma-
cao’s romantic Eiffel Tower. 
Visitors were also able to 
take selfies at the resort’s 
booth and received a sou-
venir of their visit. An onsite 
travel agent was available to 
offer information on a range 
of available packages.

sidents and visitors. 
Beijing residents can scan 

QR codes to join in lucky 
draws for a chance to win the 
ultimate Forbes Five-Star 
resort experience inclusive 
of an evening in a luxurious 
Fountain Suite at Wynn Pa-
lace or a sophisticated One-
-Bedroom Suite at Wynn 
Macau, breakfast for two and 
a lavish, 60-minute spa jour-
ney for two.

Wynn is also hosting a 
series of promotional ac-
tivities that include Douyin 
live streaming, online lucky 
draws and networking with 
travel partners to boost en-
gagement with Beijing resi-
dents and encourage travel 
into Macau.

to 29 to promote its diverse 
range of hotel accommo-
dation, dining, shopping and 
entertainment and welco-
me mainland visitors. The 

famous Wangfujing Street. 
In partnership with the go-

vernment, Wynn is exhibi-
ting at the roadshow, where 
it is giving away an array of 
special offers for Beijing re-



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 29.09.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

FOOTBALL

Ronaldo’s header salvages 
draw for Juventus at Roma
ROMA 2, JUVENTUS 2

E
VEN on a night when Ju-
ventus was outplayed for 
long stretches, the nine-
-time defending Serie A 

champion managed to salvage a 
point in a 2-2 draw at Roma yes-
terday [Macau time].

Cristiano Ronaldo scored twi-
ce, including a second-half equa-
lizer with a towering header after 
Juventus had been reduced to 10 
men, while Jordan Veretout had a 
brace for Roma.

“We got back into it, even after 
the red card,” Ronaldo said. “By 
the end of the season this could 
prove to be an important point.”

Veretout put Roma ahead in 
the 31st with a penalty following 
a handball from Adrien Rabiot, 
who was trying to block a shot 
from Veretout.

Ronaldo then equalized from 
the spot after Lorenzo Pellegrini 
used his arm to block the five-ti-
me Ballon d’Or winner.

Veretout scored his second in 

first-half added time as Roma tore 
past Juventus’ veteran but aging 
center backs Leonardo Bonucci 
and Giorgio Chiellini. Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan escaped down the 
left flank and crossed for Veretout, 
who used one touch to get away 
from a defender before shooting 
past goalkeeper Wojciech Szczęs-
ny.

Juventus was reduced to 10 
men in the 62nd when Rabiot pi-

cked up his second yellow card 
for sticking his boot into the left 
thigh of Mkhitaryan.

Moments earlier, Roma 
forward Edin Džeko struck a shot 
off the post after his marker had 
already fallen to the ground.

Juve then had a chance to 
equalize when Ronaldo volleyed 
directly at goalkeeper Antonio 
Mirante.

Ronaldo finally found the tar-

get again in the 69th when he rose 
to head in a cross from Danilo -- 
giving him three goals in Juve’s 
opening two matches.

“We’re at the start of the season 
and there’s a new coach (Andrea 
Pirlo) with new ideas,” Ronaldo 
said. “But I see the team working 
well, enthusiastic and I see a bri-
ght future for us.” 

It was the first point this sea-
son for Roma, which was inflic-

ted with a 3-0 loss in its opener 
last weekend at Hellas Verona for 
using an ineligible player. The 
match had ended 0-0.

Juventus, which beat Samp-
doria 3-0 in its opener, trails ear-
ly Serie A leaders Napoli, Verona 
and AC Milan by two points.

A limit of 1,000 fans is being 
allowed for soccer games in Italy 
amid the coronavirus pandemic.

NAPOLI 6, GENOA 0

Hirving Lozano scored twice 
as Napoli routed Genoa 6-0 in a 
match that had been delayed by a 
positive coronavirus result.

Kickoff was pushed back by 
three hours after Genoa goalkee-
per Mattia Perin tested positive, 
prompting a new round of swabs 
on Saturday and delaying the 
team’s trip to Naples. Genoa mi-
dfielder Lasse Schöne also tested 
positive.

Napoli led 1-0 at halftime after 
Dries Mertens had set up Lozano 
for the opener in the 10th minute.

Piotr Zielinski scored seconds 
after the restart and Mertens also 
netted before Lozano doubled his 
tally.

Goals from Elif Elmas and Ma-
tteo Politano capped a great night 
for Napoli, which visits Juventus 
next week.

Napoli forward Lorenzo Insig-
ne is now a doubt for that match 
after pulling up injured with a thi-
gh injury in the first half. AP
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Amazon to kick off holiday 
shopping with October Prime Day

Amazon is aiming to kickstart the holiday shopping season ear-
ly this year.

The company is holding its annual Prime Day over two days in 
October this year, after the pandemic forced it to postpone the 
sales event from July. It’s the first time Prime Day is being held 
in the fall, and Amazon is positioning it as a way to get people to 
start their holiday shopping.

Even before Amazon’s announcement yesterday, major retailers 
have said they plan to push shoppers to start their holiday sho-

pping in October and offer deals earlier, hoping to avoid crowds 
in their stores in November and December.

Prime Day, which will run from Oct. 13 to Oct. 14 this year, is 
sure to put pressure on rivals to offer deals around the same time. 
In past years, Walmart, Best Buy and Target have offered their 
own online discounts during Prime Day.

Amazon started the sales event in 2015 as its answer to Singles’ 
Day, a shopping holiday in China popularized by Chinese ecom-
merce company Alibaba.

OPINION
Our Desk
Julie Zhu

Belarus About 100,000 
demonstrators marched 
in the capital calling 
for the authoritarian 
president’s ouster, some 
wearing cardboard 
crowns to ridicule him, on 
Sunday as the protests 
that have rocked the 
country marked their 
50th consecutive day. 
Protests also took place 
in nine other cities, 
underlining the wide 
extent of dismay and 
anger with President 
Alexander Lukashenko

Romania After handing 
Ion Aliman victory in the 
election for their local 
mayor, residents of a 
small village in southern 
Romania went to his 
grave to light candles 
for him. Aliman was 
reelected in a landslide 
for an unprecedented 
third term as mayor of 
the village of Deveselu 
despite having died from 
COVID-19 complications 
10 days prior to the 
country’s municipal 
elections. His death 
came too late to remove 
his name from the ballot.

Germany has launched 
a new search for a 
site to store its most 
radioactive nuclear 
waste, eliminating 
a disputed site at 
a former salt mine 
that was earmarked 
decades ago and has 
long been a focus of 
protests. A report issued 
yesterday by Germany’s 
waste management 
organization identified 
90 areas covering 54% 
of the country’s surface 
area as potentially 
geologically suited for a 
nuclear storage site.

Greek authorities say 
12 crew members of a 
Maltese-flagged cruise 
ship on a Greek island 
tour with more than 
1,500 people on board 
have tested positive 
to the coronavirus and 
have been isolated on 
board. The Mein Schiff 6, 
operated by TUI Cruises, 
began its trip in Heraklion 
on the southern Greek 
island of Crete, with 922 
passengers and 666 crew 
members on board.
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The food 
discrimination chain

Do you eat blood? I mean any kind of edible 
blood, like the French and the Chinese do. Do 
you eat goose liver like the French, or pig liver 
like the Chinese? Why? Because you must be 
careful with what animals you eat, with what 
parts of the animal you eat, and which country 
you eat like if you wish to stay on top of the 
food discrimination chain.

This chain of discrimination has different 
circles and each circle has a different ranking. 
If you are unlucky and have found yourself on 
the lowest level already, please don’t discrimi-
nate against yourself at least. 

There is the meat circle, vegetable circle and 
the fruit circle. First of all, be proud of your-
self if you happen to belong to the meat circle, 
as this circle is the “highest” among the three, 
followed by the vegetable circle and finally, 
the fruit circle. Simply speaking, vegetarians 
discriminate against meat eaters, and, in turn, 
fruitarians discriminate against the other two. 
However, since the majority of successful peo-
ple are meat eaters, then meat eaters are the 
superior circle and have the right to feel as 
though they are as well. 

Assuming you have already established whi-
ch circle you belong to, here’s the point: I be-
lieve that the majority of us have identified 
ourselves as belonging to the meat circle.

Interestingly, inside the meat circle itself a 
massive discrimination chains exist where 
you can find yourself a place. 

Speaking in terms of cuts of meat, the mea-
t-eating discrimination chain works a bit like 
this: if you eat what’s considered “normal” 
meat, you are on top; if you eat “abnormal” 
parts, such as livers, you are somewhere in 
the middle; and if you eat “dirty” parts, such 
as feet, you are at the bottom. Yes, I know this 
is a blunt interpretation. I believe you know 
that this chain could be even more detailed.

Speaking in terms of the type of “animal,” 
consuming the same parts of different ani-
mals also gives you a different superiority. For 
example, eating the liver of various animals 
may define how “noble” or how “peasant-like” 
you are. If you wish to stay on top of the chain, 
please make sure you eat foie gras, or goose 
liver. If you happen to like pig liver, then I’m 
sorry but I have some bad news for you: you’ve 
hit rock bottom.

Eating food at an improper time may also 
change your life. If you eat meat or fried rice for 
breakfast, unfortunately, you are the “lowest” 
tier in the chain. If you eat a slice of bread and 
have a cup of tea for breakfast, you may be 
in the middle. If you buy a slice of pastry and 
have a cup of coffee, and it must be an espres-
so, then congratulations, you have every right 
to discriminate against everyone else.

When you eat, just be sure to be careful about 
what you eat for which meal, the hour at which 
you eat, the drink you choose, and the kind of 
tableware you choose.

If you desperately want to win this competi-
tion, try this tip: name which country the food 
comes from.

Furthermore, to win at this game, especially 
if you are afraid of other people’s judgement, 
may I also suggest that you simply not eat? 

Honestly speaking, if you happen to be on 
top of these chains, please remember that 
what other people eat is none of your busi-
ness. If you are at the bottom of these chains, 
please tell others that it’s none of their busi-
ness either.

Saudi Arabia: G-20 
gathering of world 
leaders to be virtual

AYA BATRAWY, DUBAI

SAUDI Arabia, which is 
presiding over the Group 

of 20 countries this year, said 
yesterday that the upcoming 
November gathering of wor-
ld leaders will be held vir-
tually amid the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The kingdom had origi-
nally planned to host world 
leaders for the G-20 summit 
in Riyadh before the pande-
mic, offering Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man the chance to share 
handshakes and wide smiles 
with presidents and 
prime ministers, 
such as Donald 
Trump, Russia’s Pre-
sident Vladimir Pu-
tin, India’s Narendra 
Modi and China’s Xi 
Jinping. 

Instead, the 
planned virtual 
meet-up announ-
ced yesterday strips 
the kingdom of the pomp 
that would have accom-
panied televised arrivals on 
Riyadh’s tarmac just two 
years after the killing and 
dismemberment of Saudi 
writer Jamal Khashoggi stai-
ned the crown prince’s repu-
tation. Prince Mohammed 
has insisted he had nothing 
to do with the operation car-
ried out by Saudi agents in-
side the Saudi Consulate in 
Istanbul, despite U.S. sena-
tors and intelligence officials 
saying he bore responsibility 
for the slaying.

Saudi Arabia said the vir-
tual summit Nov. 21-22 will 
be chaired by King Salman. 
The meeting will focus on 
focus on “protecting lives 

and restoring growth by 
addressing vulnerabilities 
uncovered during the pan-
demic and by laying down 
the foundations for a better 
future,” a Saudi statement 
said. 

The statement added 
that G-20 countries, which 
represent the world’s biggest 
and most powerful econo-
mies, have contributed over 
$21 billion to support the 
production of vaccines and 
access to therapeutics, as 
well as injected $11 trillion 
“to safeguard the global eco-
nomy”. 

G-20 nations, however, 
have been criticized for 
not taking cohesive action 
against the virus and its 
economic impact. The U.S., 
China and Russia have op-
ted out of a collaborative 
effort to develop and distri-
bute a vaccine.

The G-20 agreed this 
year to suspend the debt of 
developing countries and 
defer billions of dollars in 
payments as governments 
focus spending on emer-
gency stimulus programs to 
protect vulnerable people 
and boost national health 
care systems. Pakistan’s pri-
me minister, however, has 
called for outright debt relief 
for poorer nations from the 

world’s richest countries.
The leaders of the  G-20 

last met virtually in March 
in a session hosted by King 
Salman. The virtual video 
call was unusual at the time, 
as governments around the 
world were beginning to 
stress the importance of so-
cial distancing to curb the 
virus’ spread amid closures, 
curfews and lockdowns glo-
bally.

Rights groups and others 
had called for world leaders 
to boycott the summit in 
Saudi Arabia due to Khasho-
ggi’s killing, the kingdom’s 

human rights re-
cord and its con-
tinued detention 
of activists. It was 
unclear whether 
leaders such as 
Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Tru-
deau or German 
Chancellor Angela 
Merkel would have 
attended an in-per-

son summit, but there were 
others, such as Putin, who 
said they were ready to take 
part. 

Agnes Callamard, the 
United Nations special ra-
pporteur on extrajudicial, 
summary or arbitrary exe-
cutions who investigated 
Khashoggi’s killing, told The 
Associated Press earlier this 
month that another coun-
try should volunteer to host 
the G-20 leaders summit if it 
was going to be held in-per-
son. Failing that, she said, it 
should be made conditional 
that Saudi Arabia releases 
imprisoned women’s righ-
ts defenders, human righ-
ts activists, journalists and 
others. AP

G-20 nation have 
been criticized for 

not taking cohesive 
action against 

the virus and its 
economic impact


