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North Korea Ahead 
of the 75th founding 
anniversary of his ruling 
party this weekend, 
speculation has risen 
that Kim may hold 
a massive military 
parade and unveil newly 
developed, powerful 
missiles. The goal, 
experts say, would be 
to bolster internal unity 
and draw U.S. attention 
amid deadlocked nuclear 
diplomacy between the 
countries. 

South Korea The World 
Trade Organization says 
South Korea’s trade 
minister and a Harvard-
trained former Nigerian 
finance minister have 
qualified as the two 
finalists to become the 
next director-general, 
ensuring a woman in the 
top job for the first time.

Japan A typhoon 
approaching the country 
could bring heavy rains 
to the Tokyo region over 
the weekend, weather 
officials said yesterday, 
urging residents to 
take precautions early. 
Typhoon Chan-hom was 
260 kilometers southeast 
of Japan’s southern 
island of Tanegashima 
with maximum winds 
of 126 kilometers per 
hour, the Meteorological 
Agency said. 

Indonesia Protests in 
many Indonesian cities 
turned violent yesterday 
as thousands of enraged 
students and workers 
criticized a new law they 
say will cripple labor 
rights and harm the 
environment. Clashes 
between rock-throwing 
demonstrators and riot 
police broke out near 
Jakarta’s presidential 
palace as police tried to 
disperse the protesters, 
including workers and 
high school and university 
students.
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Macao 
Orchestra 

singing 
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Group calls for Bruce Lee statue in Macau 

big enough to be seen from the sky  P3
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Macao Orchestra allegedly 
running on 13 musicians down
ANTHONY LAM 

DESPITE a new music season 
starting, the Macao Orches-

tra (OM) is running with at least 
13 musicians fewer than nor-
mal, some of whom are orches-
tra principals, with the rest on 
a deducted salary, said Michael 
Kirby, Principal Clarinet in the 
orchestra.

“The orchestra is missing at 
least 13 musicians, many of them 
section leaders or co-leaders,” he 
disclosed. “It’s a disaster for the 
orchestra if it is expected to per-
form at its usual high standard. 
We’re missing part of the wind 
section as well.”

“The leader of the orchestra 
is stuck in Italy and cannot get 
back. Not because he doesn’t 
want to, but because he can’t,” 
Kirby pointed out. The leader of 
the orchestra, Paolo Morena, has 
had his salary cut as well.

“The Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) has finally decided to cut his 
salary. It’s not [the musicians’] 
fault that they can’t be here,” Kir-
by added.

On the other hand, the IC, 
which administers the orches-
tra, has told them not to worry 
and said it would call them back 
after the pandemic. Meanwhile, 
the musician accused the IC of 
not being considerate enough. 
“It started last year. We had an 
audition. People came from all 
over the world to do the audition. 
We’re talking top professionals 
like principals from world-class 
orchestras,” he recalled. “Into this 
year, suddenly, everybody who 

did the audition was told [that] 
the problem is they can’t come 
for the jobs, and they have to 
wait for another two years. This 
problem, of course, has caused 
people to lose the jobs they alrea-
dy had. There’s [also] no informa-
tion [about the employment].”

According to Kirby, there 
were other changes as well. He 
said that the IC has altered the 
summer holidays without prior 
discussion with the team, no-
ting that the bureau should at 
least negotiate with or talk to the 
members about changing the 
dates or when the holidays are 
going to be.

However, the IC has only alle-
gedly informed them two days 
before the change, while the can-
cellation of the 13th-month long- 
service payment was only con-
veyed to the team four days 
before. “The fluctuations have 
caused troubles especially for 
members with a family. They 
need the money to support 
their families, pay school fees 
for their children, etc.,” Kirby 
added. “Some members had 
made commitments to their 
children’s schools about the 
miscellaneous fees but at the 
end they had to say no [to the 
schools].”

With respect to who actually 
pays the salaries of the musi-
cians, Kirby said, “The IC was 
paying us. We’re also talking 
about some foundations they 
have that they say should be 
paying.”

He also claimed that some 
clauses in their employment 
contracts mysteriously disa-
ppeared. 

The musician explained that 
there are several clauses in their 
contracts since January. One 
states that after certain years of 
service, the musicians will get 
extra payment for long service.

“The biggest problem right 

now is that people who were 
outside of Macau during the 
[impact] of the pandemic were 
told not to come back. They 
got their blue cards cut. We’re 
talking top professionals who 
are being stranded. There’s even 
one who got his salary [but] 
could not get his blue card re-
newed,” he explained. “The IC 
told these people not to worry. 
They said when it’s over, they’ll 
call them back. But asking for 
a new blue card takes seven to 
eight months, if not more. The 
people who did the audition 
were told to wait for two years 
or find another job. It’s a job 
that doesn’t exist.”

The Times contacted the IC 
to ask for a comment on the ma-
tter. In reply, the IC said that it 
has maintained contact with the 
musicians and that no salary re-
ductions were applied to them.

“The IC has been paying clo-
se attention to the situation of 
musicians and has maintained 
contact with them via email and 
telephone since the outbreak of 
the novel coronavirus. It is re-
commended that the musicians 
return to Macau under safe con-
ditions, and no salary reduction 
was applied to them.”

However, according to Kirby, 
the general manager of the or-
chestra called an informal mee-
ting to inform the orchestral 
members about the situation. 
“The questions I proposed were 
not answered as expected and 
the issue of payment was pas-
sed off as maybe resolved [this 
month] or in November.”

“They informed us [at a su-
dden meeting in February or 
March] that the orchestra was 
going to be privatized. […] The-
re’s no pre-warning, nothing at 
all,” Kirby added.

World Press Photo Foundation 
investigating exhibition closure
DANIEL BEITLER

THE Amsterdam-based 
World Press Photo Fou-

ndation says it is following 
up with local partner Casa 
de Portugal em Macau 
(CPM) to find out why the 
World Press Photo Exhibi-
tion unexpectedly closed 
this month.

“Our collaboration with 
the Association Casa de 

Portugal Macau has always 
been a positive one,” the 
World Press Photo Foun-
dation said to Macau Daily 
Times. “At this point, we 
are unable to confirm the 
reasons why the exhibition 
was closed earlier, and we 
are following up with our 
exhibition partner to clarify 
what happened.” 

As reported yesterday 
by Macau Daily Times, the 

exhibition has been closed 
since October 1, just a few 
days after it was inaugu-
rated at the Casa Garden 
venue. CPM said that the 
exhibition was closed for 
“management reasons,” 
but would not elaborate. 

This year’s exhibition is 
considered controversial 
by some because one of the 
stories and nominees for 
World Press Photo Story of 

the Year portrays the social 
unrest in Hong Kong during 
the anti-government pro-
tests of last year. 

CPM has denied that 
the decision is linked to the 
controversial Hong Kong 
photograph.

The Macau Portuguese 
and English Press Associa-
tion (AIPIM) issued a sta-
tement to say it “regrets the 
premature closure of the 

World Press Photo Exhibi-
tion for reasons yet to be 
clarified.”

“If the premature shut-
down of the exhibition is a 
result of pressure related to 
some photographs on dis-
play, then we consider it to 
be a serious and worrying 
incident that signals an ero-
sion of freedom of expres-
sion,” added AIPIM in the 
statement.

Asked about the condi-
tions of hosting the presti-
gious exhibition, the World 
Press Photo Foundation 
said that the project should 
basically be consistent wor-
ldwide.

“All the prize-winning 
photographs in the single 
categories are displayed, 
and a selection of images 
is made for the all awarded 
stories,” it said. “The con-
tent of the annual World 
Press Photo Exhibition is 
the same for all locations.”

The Casa Garden venue 
managed by CPM is the 
only site in Chinese terri-
tory to host the exhibition 
this year. The local organi-
zer has hosted the exhibi-
tion annually since 2008, 
but has expressed concern 
about hosting the event in 
future because of cost is-
sues.
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Group calls for Bruce Lee statue 
big enough to be seen from sky
DANIEL BEITLER

A 
small square in the His-
toric Center of Macao 
is in for a big renova-
tion if a group of peo-

ple who want a Bruce Lee statue 
“big enough to be seen when 
people come in to land at the air-
port” have their way.

The group, comprised of in-
dividuals based in Macau and 
Hong Kong, want the statue lo-
cated near Jardim de Luís de Ca-
mões, the location of an iconic 
scene in Fist of Fury (1972) whe-
re Bruce Lee breaks a sign forbi-
dding dogs and Chinese people 
from entering the park. 

The park occupies a stretch 
along the historic Praça de Luís 
de Camões, now populated by 
a bus terminal and boxed in by 
Casa Garden, the Protestant Ce-
metery and St Anthony’s Church. 
It is just a few minutes’ walk from 
Macau’s most iconic tourism 
landmark, the Ruins of St. Paul’s.

The team behind the propo-
sal believes a statue of the kung 
fu legend holds real tourism po-
tential. They say Bruce Lee fans 
from around the world alrea-
dy visit just to see the park and 
more would make the pilgrimage 
if they could take a photo in front 
of a statue or plaque.

The idea would be to tap into 
tourism links within the Greater 
Bay Area, most notably Shunde 
District, in Foshan, where the 
Bruce Lee Paradise park is lo-
cated and where his teacher, Ip 
Man, spent his formative years. 
There is also nearby Hong Kong, 
where a famous statue of Bruce 
Lee can be seen on Avenue of 

Stars, along the Victoria Harbour 
waterfront in Tsim Sha Tsui. Ac-
cording to the vision of Agnes 
Goh, one of the project leaders, 
martial arts fans and Bruce Lee 
enthusiasts would take combi-
ned tours to visit the three cities.

“In line with Macau’s [tourism 
ambitions], we feel that Bruce 
Lee, a worldwide legendary su-
perstar who bridged 
the gap between East 
and West, will help 
bring in martial arts 
craze and tourists from 
all over the world,” said 
Goh. “We are delighted 
that a good number of 
famous people and ar-
tists who were born in 
Macau share the same 
view and vision as us.”

According to the or-
ganizers, even Shannon 
Lee, daughter of Bru-
ce Lee, has thrown her support 
behind the project, providing 
that it remains a not-for-profit 
venture.

It was originally a three-year 
plan that would have kicked off 
next month with a charity gala 
dinner and a wushu performan-
ce to celebrate Bruce Lee’s 80th 
birthday event on November 27. 
The organizers had planned to 
launch a “Bruce Lee Community 
Peace Garden” next year and un-
veil the statue in the third year. 

The arrival of Covid-19 dis-
rupted their plans and put the 
project on ice for a while. 

Now, with the virus defeated 
in Macau, the biggest challenge 
is to find a financial backer for 
the project. So far, at least two 
government departments say 

they won’t be footing the bill.
Funding was also the challen-

ge in Hong Kong nearly 20 years 
ago when the Hong Kong Bru-
ce Lee Club decided to raise 
$100,000 to erect the now-fa-
mous statue after pleas to the go-
vernment to do so failed. Today, 
the 2.5-meter bronze statute is a 
major tourist attraction.

“Hong Kong has never really 
gotten behind Bruce Lee or reali-
zed how big he is around the wor-
ld and this is a missed opportuni-
ty,” said Anders Nelsson, an actor 
and musician in Hong Kong, who 
supports the Macau project. “We 
thought Macau would be more 
amenable to the idea because of 
its tourist pull. Not many people 
realize the scene was shot in this 
garden, but with promotion, it 
could become a tourist attraction 
in time.”

Nelsson’s connection to Bruce 
Lee goes back to a “tiny role” he 
had as a goon in The Way of the 
Dragon (1972). He was immor-
talized in the Bruce Lee fandom 
when the shot was incidentally 
featured on the international 
poster for the film.

For Nelsson, a long-time ad-
mirer of Lee, it would not be 
enough to recreate a life-size 
statue of the kung fu legend. “It 
should be huge,” he said, “big 
enough to be seen when people 
come to land at the airport.”

“Macau wants culture and 
the arts to accompany gaming. 
Who better or bigger than Bruce 

Lee to be their mascot? 
I don’t think there cou-
ld be any objections 
whatsoever,” said Nel-
sson.

The project could 
offer synergies with 
other film-related pro-
jects that some in Ma-
cau see as a pillar of 
economic diversifica-
tion.

A new initiative to 
build a film production 
base in Macau to rival 

Hollywood and Bollywood is 
among these film-related pro-
jects. Dubbed “Aollywood,” af-
ter the Chinese spelling of Ma-
cau, the project draws support 
from hundreds of icons in the 
Chinese film and television in-
dustry and is said to involve an 
investment of at least 30 billion 
patacas over the next five years. 

Even the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) origi-
nally conceived the Internatio-
nal Film Festival & Awards – Ma-
cao (IFFAM), now entering its 
fifth year, as a way to encourage 
filmmakers to shoot movies in 
Macau and raise the city’s pro-
file among tourists from places 
other than mainland China. 

The organizers behind the 
proposal approached the 

MGTO for financial assistance 
but the tourism board said it 
did not see commercial value 
in the project. According to a 
letter sent to the organizers, the 
MGTO said it does not see how 
the statue is “directly related to 
diversifying tourism products 
and the economy.” 

The tourism board then told 
Macau Daily Times, “having 
analyzed [the proposal] from 
the perspective of the deve-
lopment of tourism products, 
the nature of the event is more 
inclined to charity and martial 
arts activities, and the overall 
efforts to foster the tourism eco-
nomy of Macau is not remarka-
bly effective. Thus, MGTO has 
replied to the applicant that it is 
not in the position to grant the 
[requested] subsidy.”

Goh said she also approa-
ched the Sports Bureau (ID) 
about the idea. The ID told Ma-
cau Daily Times that, “with re-
gard to the mentioned proposal 
of a Bruce Lee statue in Macau, 
please be advised that the Spor-
ts Bureau currently has no in-
tention to support this project.”

Still, the fight goes on for a 
Bruce Lee statue. According to 
Goh, there are more big names 
beginning to lend their support 
to the idea, but it will take the 
government’s blessing to get 
anything approved.

“It’s good to see people [figh-
ting to have a] Bruce Lee statue 
established in that particular 
garden,” said Dr Billy Chan, a 
close friend of Nelsson and su-
pporter of the project. “I always 
felt Bruce had such a connec-
tion with Macau.”

“Bruce Lee is indeed a sym-
bol of ‘loyalty, cross-culture, 
and somewhat standing tall 
of being ethnically Chinese,’ 
and chances are one day Ma-
cau might become a must-visit 
destination for tourists to have 
their photos taken by a beau-
tiful Bruce Lee monument,” he 
said.

”Bruce Lee, who 
bridged the gap 

between East and West, 
will help bring in martial 
arts craze and tourists 
from all over the world.

AGNES GOH

Jardim de Luís de Camões, near Casa Garden



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
09.10.2020 fri

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

4

 ad

2020 ARTFEM 
kicks off 
today 

THE “2020 ARTFEM Women 
Artists International Bien-

nial of Macau” (ARTFEM 2020)  
at the Orient Foundation will 
launch at 6:30 p.m. today. 

ARTFEM 2020, curated by 
Carlos Marreiros, Alice Kok, 
Angela Li Zhenxiang, James 
Chu and Leonor Veiga, will 
showcase the recent works of 
98 artists. More than 140 works 
will be exhibited across four 
separate venues, including Al-
bergue SCM, the Former Mu-
nicipal Cattle Stable, Galeria 
Lisboa and the Orient Founda-
tion. 

The exhibition will feature 
works from Meng Jiabao (Chi-
na), Isabel Nunes (Portugal), 
Wong Si Teng (Macau), Sara 
Nuyteman (Belgium), Dawn 
Alane-Kelmenson  (United Sta-
tes of America), and Fernanda 
Lago (Brazil), among others.

ARTFEM 2020 is the second 
edition of the International 
Women Biennial of Art of Ma-
cau, and revolves around the 
theme Natura.

According to a statement, 
the curatorial team pursued 
two intents: one, it aimed at 
creating a unified exhibition in 
which all artists reflected per-
sonally on a globally relevant 
topic – the natural world – and 
two, to pay tribute to women’s 
role in bringing the environ-
mental crisis to the foreground. 

As such, while Natura reflec-
ts women’s relationship with 
nature, it equally seeks to ack-
nowledge various acts of social 
agency practiced by women 
historically and at the present 
time. 

The event is organized by 
Albergue SCM, with the Macau 
Foundation its major sponsor 
as well as being sponsored by 
the Orient Foundation. 

The exhibition will run until 
December 13. LV

Sight-saving charity 
debuts eyecare exhibition

Gov’t considers mandatory gas detector installation

ANTHONY LAM

THE Macau office of interna-
tional sight-saving charity 

organization Orbis Internatio-
nal yesterday launched its first 
Action for Sight exhibition at the 
Macao Science Center to fami-
liarize the general public with 
the work of the charity, as well 
as raising awareness of ways to 
better protect one’s eyesight.

The exhibition is part of this 
year’s Action for Sight cam-
paign, which is an annual acti-
vity held by the charity. It is an 
initiative designed to advocate 
the importance of eye health 
and care.

Meanwhile, yesterday was 
World Sight Day, an initiative of 
the World Health Organization 
and the International Associa-
tion of Preventive Blindness 
that takes place on the second 
Thursday of every October to 
globally focus awareness on vi-
sual impairment and blindness.

This year, the theme of the 
campaign is “Windows of Hope” 
– an analogy to highlight that 
every single donor and suppor-
ter form windows of hope for 
the millions of visually-impai-
red people in the world and to 

encourage the community to 
join Orbis to open more win-
dows of hope for sight.

Isabel da Silva, Director of 
Development of Orbis Macau, 
said, “Together, we are the 
hope and force to drive the 
battle against avoidable blin-
dness – our determination and 
efforts will open more Win-
dows of Hope for sight for the 
millions of visually impaired 

patients in need.”
Meanwhile, the charity orga-

nization also invited Dr Hong 
Sin U, Deputy Head of the 
Ophthalmology Department of 
Kiang Wu Hospital, a suppor-
ting organization of the cam-
paign, to discuss glaucoma.

Alongside the private hospi-
tal, the charity organization is 
hosting a “What is Glaucoma?” 
informational quiz to educate 

people about the disease.
Dr Hong added that after the 

campaign, a presentation will 
be organized with Orbis Macau 
in late November for the public 
to announce the results from 
the quiz and provide additio-
nal information on this disease.  
The details of the presentation 
will be announced in early No-
vember on the Orbis Macau 
website.

THE Macau SAR go-
vernment is consi-

dering mandating the 
installation of gas de-
tectors in restaurants, 
according to reports.

During a recent mee-
ting with the advisory 
council of the central 
district, the Municipal 
Affairs Bureau revea-
led that 180 restauran-
ts that recently opened 
have already installed 

gas detectors, bringing 
the total number of gas 
detectors installed in 
restaurants to approxi-
mately 280.

IAM hopes to make 
amendments to the 
city’s laws in future to 
require restaurants to 
install such devices.

The same report 
also said that only 
approximately 10% of 
restaurants who have 

been issued with gas 
detector installation 
warnings by IAM have 
actually conformed to 
the department’s re-
quirement.

Also, as of the end 
of September, Macau 
has 2,254 restauran-
ts, nearly 69% of whi-
ch cook with electric 
equipment. 

In addition, be-
tween January and 

August, IAM, together 
with the Fire Services 
bureau, found 271 vio-
lations of restaurant 
safety policy involving 
such situations as illi-
citly installing stoves 
and storing excessive 
amounts of fuel.

Recently, a large ex-
plosion in a Zhuhai 
hotel injured three 
bystanders and burnt 
down the ground and 

first floors of two buil-
dings. The preliminary 
inspection indicated 
that an exploding Li-
quid Petroleum Gas 
(LPG) bottle caused 
the disaster. 

In 2018, another LPG 
bottle explosion oc-
curred in a restaurant 
located in the Hac Sa 
Wan district, resulting 
in one death and six in-
juries. JZ
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Two sisters 
suspected of virtual 
investment scam
 
The Judiciary Police (PJ) 
has accused two sisters of 
orchestrating investment scams, 
revealing details of the case to the 
media yesterday. The two suspects 
are both Macau residents, aged 
55 years old and 62 years old, 
respectively. The police authority 
first received reports of a series of 
suspicious investment scams in 
March. The self-identified victims 
claimed that the two sisters had 
convinced them to invest in real 
estate development projects in 
Malaysia. The two suspects had 
claimed to represent the agency 
behind the alleged investment 
projects and said they could 
guarantee a return rate of 320% 
in one to two years. At least seven 
people claimed to have fallen victim 
to the scam, with total losses of 
nearly 3.7 million patacas. The 
sisters stated that the money had 
already been transferred to Malaysia 
for investment purposes.
 

Money exchange 
gangs resurface
 
The Judiciary Police (PJ) has 
remanded seven money exchange 
gangs and handed them over to 
the Public Security Police Force 
(PSP), according to a statement 
released by the PJ yesterday. 
On the afternoon of October 
7, the PJ dispatched 14 crime 
investigators to local communities, 
focused on Cotai casinos. During 
the PJ’s operation, investigators 
intercepted and inspected 63 
people, consisting of 45 men and 
18 women. After police officers 
ran a background check, seven of 
the above-mentioned people, who 
were all men from mainland China, 
were carrying out illicit money 
exchange activities in the city. 
These seven men were taken back 
to the PJ police station for further 
investigation and were eventually 
remanded and handed over to the 
PSP’s immigration department.

First Macau patrol of 
Hengqin voluntary 
police on duty
 
The first Macau patrol of Hengqin’s 
voluntary police department 
commenced their duties in the 
mainland city on the National Day 
Holiday.   The patrol consists of 
17 Macau residents whose duties 
have included inspecting Hengqin’s 
tourism areas. Their duties are 
similar to those of Macau’s tourism 
police officers, which generally 
consist of maintaining order and 
answering tourists’ questions. The 
Hengqin police department called 
for volunteers to join the Macau 
patrol in August. All volunteers must 
be Macau residents. According 
to a report by Macao Daily News, 
these 17 people “love Macau 
and love the country.” They were 
selected from “high quality” Macau 
residents, including lawyers, 
executives, teachers, and university 
postgraduate students.

Lawmaker Coutinho highlights 
laws requiring urgent revision

Local racers top F4 China races 
in preparation for Macau GP
RENATO MARQUES

MACAU racers Char-
les Leong (Smart 

Life) and Andy Chang 
(Chengdu Tianfu Interna-
tional Circuit) topped the 
podiums of all four races 
of the Chinese Formula 
4 (F4) category held over 
the last two days at the 
Zhuhai International Cir-
cuit (ZIC).

The experienced Ma-
cau racers did not take 
part in the first four rou-
nds of the championship 
held on September 19 and 
20 but made an appea-
rance during rounds 5 to 
8 of the competition, an-
ticipating their participa-
tion in the Macau Grand 
Prix event in November.

With more experien-

ce and driving skills than 
most of the field parti-
cipating in the F4 Chi-
na event, the two local 
drivers unsurprisingly 
showed up on the top step 
of the podium, a highlight 

for Leong, who won three 
of the four races held on 
October 7 and 8.

Unfortunately, the 
winning streak was inter-
rupted in the final race 
of the event when Leong 

was involved in an acci-
dent with the other three 
drivers, exiting the race at 
an early stage.

Out of the driving seat 
for too long, Chang star-
ted the event less compe-

titively, having to adjust to 
a completely new car with 
which he was not familiar, 
but ended up exhibiting a 
fast ascent in form from 
day 1 to day 2.

On Wednesday, thin-
gs did not run so smoo-
thly for Chang who, after 
taking only sixth-best po-
sition in the first race, did 
not finish the second.

But his luck changed 
yesterday, with the racer 
scoring his first podium, 
finishing the third race in 
the third position, right 
behind Leong and his 
Smart Life teammate He 
Zijian.

Taking advantage of 
the 4-car crash that left 
Leong out of the last race 
at an early stage, Chang 
took the win in the final 
race of the ZIC event, lea-
ving a favorable impres-
sion ahead of the upco-
ming two rounds, which 
will be disputed at the lo-
cal Grand Prix on Novem-
ber 21 and 22.

RENATO MARQUES

J
OSÉ Pereira Coutinho claims 
several of the region’s laws 
require urgent revision, be-
ginning with the Consumer 

Protection Law. The lawmaker 
made this argument during an 
evaluation of the work of the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) for the 
past legislative year.

According to the directly-e-
lected lawmaker, the Consumer 
Protection Law, as well as the 
Government’s procurement of 
goods and services law, require 
urgent revisions.

Revisions are also needed for 
other laws and regulations, inclu-
ding the Regime of incompatibi-
lity of public office, Consultation 
to the amendments of Gaming 
Law, the regime of militarized 
forces personnel, and the career 
regime of civil servants.

On top of the priority list 
seems to be the Consumer Pro-
tection Law, which Pereira Cou-
tinho says is not compatible with 
a modern and international city.

“The Consumer Protection 
Law is one of the most important 
laws in Macau. We hope that the 
AL can quickly conclude its dis-
cussion [at the Standing Commi-
ttee before reaching the final rea-
ding] so it can be scheduled [for] 
the plenary session where it can 
be discussed and approved so we 
can finally have at least a law that 

protects consumers rights in Ma-
cau, that we are missing so much 
here,” the lawmaker said. 

Addressing the topic of the 
Government’s procurement of 
goods and services law, Pereira 
Coutinho said, “This is another 
law that we need urgently as we 
don’t have this law in Macau and 
that is why we [aid] the irrespon-
sible overspending that can be 
seen everywhere,” adding, “In the 
last five years in the area of pro-
curement of goods and services, 
[the government] spent around 
10 billion patacas, with a large 
majority of these acquisitions not 

even disclosed to the public.”
Statistics cited by the 

lawmaker show that only 8% of 
all the procurement of goods and 
services made by the govern-
ment are disclosed to the public, 
a fact that represents a very small 
portion of the public contracts 
made by all the government de-
partments and bureaus, which 
skip public scrutiny. 

“We need a public contracts 
portal and a law that manages 
the contracts so we can avoid 
collusion, lack of transparency, 
and corruption,” he concluded.

When questioned by the me-

dia on the topic, the lawmaker 
also added that another of the 
laws that is urgent to review is the 
labor law. 

He noted that this is especially 
relevant regarding the dismissal 
of workers without cause and the 
non-payment of compensation 
to workers performing overnight 
work and shift work.

As he mentioned, such topics 
are mostly related to the casino 
concessions and the government 
should address them before ten-
dering the new gaming conces-
sions, which are due to be issued 
by 2022.
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Henry Kissinger

Kissinger warns 
Washington  
and Beijing 
must set limits 
to avoid a 
blowup
DAVID WAINER

FORMER Secretary of State Henry Kis-
singer said the U.S. and China must 

establish rules of engagement for their 
increasingly tense competition or risk re-
creating the uncertainty that characterized 
global politics leading up to World War I.

“Our leaders and their leaders have to 
discuss the limits beyond which they will 
not push threats,” Kissinger, 97, said yes-
terday [Macau time] in a virtual discussion 
hosted by the Economic Club of New York. 
“And then they have to find a way of con-
ducting such a policy over an extended pe-
riod of time.”

“You can say this is totally impossible,” 
he added. “And if it’s totally impossible, we 
will slide into a situation similar to World 
War I.”

Kissinger, who brokered the U.S. ra-
pprochement with China for President 
Richard Nixon, said the goal then was to 
create a balance against the Soviet Union. 
He has said he’s grown increasingly alar-
med over a new Cold War developing be-
tween China and the U.S., which he attri-
buted to technological advances that have 
vastly changed the geopolitical landscape.

The U.S. needs “a new way of thinking” 
that understands the world is too complex 
for one country to “achieve such a unila-
teral superiority in both strategy and eco-
nomics that nobody will be in a position to 
threaten us,” he said in the distinctive Ger-
man accent that he’s called a trademark.

His warnings came as President Donald 
Trump’s administration reverses -- and 
even disowns -- the opening to China that 
is the widely praised legacy of Kissinger, 
who was also Nixon’s national security ad-
visor and whose role in prosecuting the 
Vietnam War has brought him condemna-
tion as well.

Speaking at the Richard Nixon presi-
dential library in July, Secretary of State 
Michael Pompeo cast China’s leaders as 
tyrants bent on global hegemony, painting 
a dark portrait of the country’s direction as 
tensions soar between the world’s two big-
gest economies.

“If we bend the knee now, our children’s 
children may be at the mercy of the Chine-
se Communist Party, whose actions are the 
primary challenge today in the free world,” 
Pompeo said. “The free world must trium-
ph over this new tyranny.” BLOOMBERG

Indebted countries may face 
long negotiations after 
China’s aggressive lending

Stolen Mao calligraphy worth 
millions found cut in half
A calligraphy scroll by for-

mer Chinese leader Mao 
Zedong estimated to be wor-
th millions of dollars was cut 
in half after it was stolen last 
month in a high-profile bur-
glary in Hong Kong, police 
said.

The scroll was found dama-
ged when police arrested a 
49-year-old man in late Sep-
tember on suspicion of han-
dling stolen property. The 
South China Morning Post, 
quoting an unidentified police 
source, reported that the scroll 
was cut in two by a buyer who 
had purchased it for 500 Hong 
Kong dollars ($65) and had be-
lieved the scroll to be counter-
feit.

“According to our investi-
gation, someone thought that 
the calligraphy was too long,” 
Tony Ho, senior superinten-
dent of the police Organized 
Crime and Triad Bureau, said 
at a news conference Tuesday. 

ALONSO SOTO

COUNTRIES could face 
years of negotiations to 

rework their debt with China 
as a growing number of loans 
run into trouble following de-
cades of aggressive lending by 
the world’s largest official cre-
ditor.

Chinese lenders at times 
lack coordination and don’t 
follow standard relief terms to 
renegotiate debt, adding un-
certainty to the outcome of 
talks to overhaul $28 billion 
in loans in a number of coun-
tries, according to research by 
Rhodium Group, a New York-
-based economic and policy 
consultancy.

An unprecedented global 
downturn brought about by 
the coronavirus pandemic is 
making it increasingly difficult 
for developing nations to re-
pay private creditors and Chi-
nese lenders.

In Africa, more than a do-
zen countries are in talks with 
China to freeze debt payments 
under a debt service suspen-
sion initiative (DSSI) agreed 
by the Group of 20 leading 
economies in April. Much of 
those negotiations, however, 

“It was difficult to show it, to 
display it, and that’s why it was 
cut in half.”

Police said the scroll was 
part of a multimillion-dollar 
theft by three burglars from 
collector Fu Chunxiao’s apart-
ment in September. Fu, who is 
well known for his collection of 
stamps and revolutionary art, 

are done behind closed doors, 
raising complaints from com-
mercial creditors worried that 
China will win better terms in 
upcoming debt restructuring.

“Chinese banks do not 
display standard terms, whe-
ther talks occur in the DSSI 
framework or not, making it 
difficult to predict future out-
comes,” Rhodium writes in the 
research note. “History sug-
gests that some of these nego-
tiations might take months, if 
not years, to complete.”

was in mainland China at the 
time of the burglary and has 
not been in Hong Kong since 
January because of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

The burglars took 24,000 
Chinese postage stamps, 10 
coins and seven calligraphy 
scrolls from Fu’s apartment, 
where he stored his collections. 

Chinese banks are unlikely 
to write off debts and may 
instead opt to delay principal 
repayments and extend matu-
rities with the aim to preserve 
the net present value of the 
loan. More than half of past re-
negotiations ended with a de-
ferral of payments, according 
to Rhodium.

Although there is no eviden-
ce that China has seized assets 
or exchanged debt for equity 
in projects over non-payment, 
the prospect of access to re-

Fu estimated that the Mao 
calligraphy was worth about 
$300 million and that the theft 
totaled about $645 million. No 
independent appraisals of the 
collections were available. 

Police have arrested three 
men in relation to the burglary 
and on suspicion of providing 
assistance to criminals. At least 
two people connected to the 
burglary are still at large, Ho 
said.

Although some of the sto-
len items have been found, the 
24,000 stamps and six other 
calligraphy scrolls have not 
been recovered, police said. AP

sources may influence debt 
talks, the consultancy said.

After two decades of rapid 
lending, mostly to developing 
countries, a quarter of Chinese 
overseas loans, or $94 billion, 
has come under scrutiny. The 
number of debt discussions 
nearly doubled to 18 in 2020 
from a year ago.

“How Beijing handles re-
negotiations will be crucial to 
emerging- and frontier-market 
recovery in 2020-2021,” accor-
ding to Rhodium. BLOOMBERG

This aerial picture shows the sun rising behind the skyline of Shanghai’s Lujiazui Financial District of Pudong
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China Inc. set for biggest US IPO 
year since 2014 despite spat
C

HINESE companies are 
choosing to make their 
market debuts in the 
U.S., even as Beijing and 

Washington spar over everything 
from trade and coronavirus to au-
dit access.

Firms based in China have rai-
sed $9.1 billion through U.S. initial 
public offerings this year, accor-
ding to data compiled by Bloom-
berg, putting 2020 on course for 
the highest annual total since 
2014. The list is still growing: Chi-
nese budget consumer goods re-
tailer Miniso Group Holding Ltd. 
has started its U.S. IPO that cou-
ld raise as much as $562 million, 
while Lufax Holding Ltd., a Chine-
se fintech firm, filed yesterday for 
a U.S. listing that could potentially 
raise at least $3 billion.

“The U.S. remains an attracti-
ve venue for Chinese companies 
to list,” Tucker Highfield, co-head 
of equity capital markets for Asia 
Pacific at Bank of America Corp., 
said in a phone interview. The 
U.S. still offers Chinese firms grea-
ter flexibility, deeper liquidity and 
a much more time-efficient listing 
application process, he said.

The surge came as tensions 
between the world’s two biggest 
economies spilled over this year, in 
everything from trade to markets. 
President Donald Trump in May 
said he was “looking at” Chinese 

companies that don’t follow U.S. ac-
counting rules. In August, American 
regulators threatened to ban Chi-
nese companies from listing in the 
U.S., citing Beijing’s refusal to allow 
inspections of the firms’ audits.

For some, the threat of future 
delisting didn’t put them off. Onli-
ne property platform KE Holdings 
Inc. in July raised $2.4 billion in 
this year’s biggest U.S. IPO by a 
Chinese firm, followed by electric 

carmaker XPeng Inc.’s $1.7 billion 
offering two weeks later.

Still, the U.S. is only getting a 
fraction of the business. China 
and Hong Kong picked up 86% 
of the $94.7 billion that Chinese 
companies have raised globally 
through initial offerings this 
year, data compiled by Bloom-
berg show. Ant Group Co.’s im-
pending simultaneous listings in 
Hong Kong and Shanghai could 
pull in as much as $35 billion.

One reason Chinese com-
panies are choosing to go public 
in the U.S. rather than closer to 
home is that unlike in their local 
markets, the U.S. allows com-
panies to list even if they are not 
yet profitable. In Hong Kong, 
only biotech firms and those with 
dual-class share structures are 
exempt from the requirement. 
Miniso reported a loss of $37 
million for the first six months in 
2020, according to its filing. XPeng 
was also loss-making when it de-
buted in the U.S.

“Most of these pre-profit com-
panies will find it hard to do fund-
-raising in Hong Kong,” said Ste-
ven Leung, a Hong Kong-based 
executive director at UOB Kay 
Hian. “Chinese companies prefer 
listing in the U.S. over the STAR 
board in Shanghai as the fund-
-raising will be in foreign currency 
than renminbi, which could help 
their overseas expansion, and will 
be subject to less capital-control 
restrictions.” BLOOMBERG
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Marxist revolutionary 
Ernesto ‘Che’ Guevara 
has reportedly been 
killed during a battle be-
tween army troops and 
guerillas in the Bolivian 
jungle.

A statement issued by 
the commander of the 
Eighth Bolivian Army 
Division, Colonel Joa-
quin Zenteno Anaya, 
said the 39-year-old 
guerrilla leader was 
shot dead near the jun-
gle village of Higueras, 
in the south-east of the 
country.

Guevara, former right-hand man to Cuban prime minis-
ter, Fidel Castro, disappeared from the political scene in 
April 1965 and his whereabouts have been much debated 
since.

His death has been reported several times during the 
past two-and-a-half years, in the Congo and in the Domi-
nican Republic, but has never been proven.

In his statement, Colonel Anaya said Guevara was one of 
six guerrillas killed in today’s battle. It is understood five Bo-
livian soldiers were also killed in the clash.

Guevara’s body is due to be flown by helicopter to La Paz 
later today. It is understood that his hands have been am-
putated for identification purposes.

Argentine-born Che Guevara, an experienced guerrilla 
leader, was a member of Fidel Castro’s “26th of July Move-
ment” which seized power in Cuba in 1959.

He rose quickly through the political ranks, becoming 
head of the National Bank and ultimately Minister of Indus-
tries, and many saw him as the intellectual force behind 
Castro’s government.

But amid rumours of differences with Castro, largely on 
guerrilla warfare policies, and a desire to further his revolu-
tionary ideals in other parts of Latin America, he resigned 
in April 1965 and disappeared. Some say he was dismissed 
although there has never been evidence of this.

It is known he still maintained ties with the Organisation 
for Latin American Solidarity (OLAS), a group dedicated 
to “uniting, coordinating and stepping-up the struggle 
against United States imperialism on the part of all the ex-
ploited peoples of Latin America.”

His death comes less than two months after an OLAS 
conference in Havana which highlighted the need for fur-
ther armed guerrilla action in South America.

Courtesy BBC News

1967 Che Guevara ‘shot dead’

In context

A post mortem examination on Che Guevara’s body, carried 
out two days after his death, suggested he had not in fact 
been killed in battle but had been captured and executed a 
day later.
His body was buried in an unmarked grave near Valle Grande 
and his remains were not found until June 1997, when they 
were returned to Cuba.
Following his death, Guevara became a hero of Third World 
socialist revolutionary movements and remains a much-ad-
mired romantic figure to this day.
He was born Ernesto Rafael Guevara de la Serna in Rosario, 
Argentina on 14 June 1928.
As a teenager he was reading left-wing literature, by Marx and 
Lenin, and frequently took part in riots against the Peronistas 
in Argentina.
He qualified as a doctor in 1953 but left Argentina soon after-
wards to travel around South America, during which time he 
became involved in many left-wing movements.
Bitterly anti-American, he joined forces with Castro in Mexico 
in 1956 and was one of 12 survivors of the failed Cuban take-
over in the same year.
It was also during 1956 that he married his first wife, Peruvian 
Hilda Gadea, with whom he had one child, but the couple were 
divorced soon afterwards.
He escaped to the Sierra Maestra, Cuba’s vast mountain 
range, where he established a guerrilla force and from where 
the successful take-over in 1959 was co-ordinated.
After the Cuban revolution he married Cuban Aleida Marsh 
and the couple had four children.

this day in historyVP DEBATE TAKEAWAYS

Pandemic looms over 
a more civil fight

I
N normal times, vice pre-
sidential debates don’t 
matter much. But in an 
election year as wild as 

2020, everything is magnified. 
Vice President Mike Pence 

yesterday [Macau time] fa-
ced considerable pressure to 
boost coronavirus-stricken 
President Donald Trump’s fla-
gging reelection hopes as he 
trails in national and battle-
ground state polls.

California Sen. Kamala 
Harris stepped on stage ha-
ving to balance her role as 
Joe Biden’s validator with her 
own historic presence as the 
first Black woman on a major 
party national ticket.

The candidates were sepa-
rated by plexiglass out of con-
cern for spread of the corona-
virus from cases emanating 
from the White House.

Here are key early 
takeaways from the only vice 
presidential debate ahead of 
the Nov. 3 Election Day.

DEBATE, UNINTERRUPTED 
... MOSTLY

Millions of Americans 
were aghast when Trump 
derailed the first presidential 
debate with incessant inter-
ruptions and a cascade of fal-
sehoods, while Biden answe-
red by calling the Republican 
incumbent a “clown” who 
needed to “shut up.”

The opening of Wednes-
day’s undercard matchup 
made clear that Pence and 
Harris were set for a much di-
fferent encounter — an actual 
debate. 

To be sure, there were 
sharp moments, some mo-
dest interruptions and viola-
tions of the debate clock. But 
the dynamics represented a 
rare 2020 return to some sem-
blance of normal presidential 
politics.

Pence’s even tempera-
ment has been a signature 
of his political career and he 
has often served as a kind of 
translator for Trump’s bom-
bast. Harris had a long career 
as a prosecutor, comfortable 
arguing her case under pres-
sure. Both played to type.

In tone and content, their 
debate was like an alternate 
universe from the one Ame-
ricans saw little more than a 
week ago.

PANDEMIC, UNABATED
The Trump campaign 

wants voters to focus on any-
thing but the pandemic that 
has killed more than 210,000 
people across the coun-
try and infected at least 7.5 
million more. But that subject 
dominated from the outset, 
with Trump and a growing list 
of White House aides, cam-
paign staff and allies now si-
delined with COVID-19.

Harris immediately put 

Pence on the defensive, 
calling Trump’s pandemic 
response “the greatest failure 
of any presidential adminis-
tration in the history of our 
country.” Trump and Pence 
“still don’t have a plan,” she 
said.

Pence shot back that 
much of Biden’s proposed 
coronavirus response is ac-
tion the federal government 
already is taking. More clearly 
than Trump perhaps ever has 
done, Pence expressed sym-
pathy for all those affected by 
the pandemic, and he accu-
sed Harris of “playing politics 
with people’s lives.” Harris has 
accused Trump of politicizing 
the vaccine development 
process.

In fact, Biden’s plan does 
have elements that Trump’s 
doesn’t. Biden has called for 
the president to issue a mask 
mandate on federal proper-
ty and has urged governors 
and mayors to do the same. 
He has called for using other 
federal spending and regu-
latory power. But Harris ski-
pped those details.

RACIAL POLITICS
One spoke proudly of 

joining racial justice protests; 
the other denied the existen-
ce of systemic racism.

Harris, the first Black wo-
man on a presidential ticket, 
spoke passionately about 
“people around our country 
of every race, of every age, 
of every gender” who “mar-
ched, shoulder to shoulder, 
arm and arm, fighting for us 
to finally achieve that ideal of 
equal justice under law.”

Still, she said, “We are ne-
ver going to condone violen-
ce.”

Pence, in contrast, proclai-
med his trust for the justice 
system and put the focus on 
incidents of violence, saying 
there was “no excuse for the 
rioting and looting.”

And he argued that the 
idea that “America’s syste-

mically racist” and that law 
enforcement has an implicit 
bias against minorities “is a 
great insult to the men and 
women” who serve in law en-
forcement.

SUPREME COURT 
ARGUMENT

Perhaps Pence’s most 
aggressive line of attack on 
Harris was pressing her for an 
answer on whether a Biden 
administration would “pack” 
the Supreme Court by adding 
liberal justices if they win the 
election. Harris didn’t take the 
bait, just as Biden hasn’t in re-
cent weeks.

Pence clearly sees the 
court vacancy as a winning 
issue for the Republican ti-
cket. He hailed Trump nomi-
nee Amy Coney Barrett, who 
would succeed the late liberal 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg if 
she’s confirmed, as expected, 
before the election. At least 
twice, he spoke directly to vo-
ters warning that Biden and 
Democrats would expand the 
court if they “don’t get their 
way” on blocking Barrett.

Harris seemingly missed 
an opportunity to remind 
Pence and the audience that 
the court’s Republican lean 
comes because the GOP-
-led Senate in 2016 refused 
to consider President Bara-
ck Obama’s nominee in the 
spring of 2016, carrying over 
a vacancy that Trump filled 
in 2017. She did, however, 
invoke Abraham Lincoln, 
who declined to make a Su-
preme Court nomination 
less than a month before his 
reelection.

The senator did mana-
ge to turn Pence’s “pack the 
court” attack around by no-
ting that Trump’s slate of fe-
deral court appointees has 
been overwhelmingly white. 
And she underscored Demo-
crats’ argument and public 
polling that suggests most 
voters think the Senate shou-
ld wait until after the election 

to fill the current Supreme 
Court vacancy.

HANDLING HISTORY 
Harris was cautious about 

approaching the historic na-
ture of her candidacy. She re-
ferenced thinking about her 
mother, an immigrant from 
India, on the day Biden invi-
ted her to join the Democratic 
ticket. But she stuck mostly to 
the talking points that any po-
tential Democratic candidate 
could have offered.

Pence, on the other hand, 
embraced the opportunity 
to be magnanimous. “I also 
want to congratulate you … 
on the historic nature of your 
nomination,” Pence told Har-
ris. “I never expected to be on 
that stage four years ago so I 
know the feeling.”

It was a grace note from 
Pence, something not heard 
from his boss the week befo-
re. 

SO MUCH FOR THE 
QUESTIONS

There were many ques-
tions about specific subjects. 
There were many answers 
but not so much about those 
specific subjects.

Pence and Harris repeate-
dly dodged and sidestepped 
queries from debate mode-
rator Susan Page, answering 
questions however they wan-
ted.

MISSIONS 
ACCOMPLISHED

With the president’s poll 
numbers flagging since his 
manic debate performance 
and his infection with the co-
ronavirus, Pence appeared to 
be on one mission: to stop the 
freefall.

Instead of speaking to on-
-the-fence independents or 
working to change the minds 
of undecided voters, Pen-
ce seemed intent on trying 
to keep the president’s base 
behind him.

Harris had a different 
burden because she is less 
well known. She introduced 
herself as credible and com-
petent and likely assured 
Democratic voters that she is 
capable of stepping into the 
role of commander in chief if 
needed.

And she gamely defended 
Biden, another classic role 
for a vice president, broadly 
framing Trump’s tenure as a 
failure and Biden as suited to 
pick up the pieces. MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- First name in country; 5- Injury; 9- Primer pet; 13- Accumulation of fluids; 

15- “On the Waterfront” director Kazan; 16- Mozart’s “___ kleine Nachtmusik”; 17- 
Bungling; 18- Pinto or lima; 19- Centrepiece of the human face; 20- Photographer 
Goldin; 21- Nothing more than; 23- Flows out; 25- Smarting; 26- Corroborate; 27- Fine-
toothed blade; 30- Feather scarf; 31- Look for; 32- State in the central United States; 
37- ___-majesté; 38- Eucalyptus eater; 40- Circular band; 41- Keep at a distance; 43- 
Noted Civil War biography; 44- Lubricate; 45- Splash; 47- An opportunity; 50- Advocate 
forcefully; 51- Indonesian cigarette; 52- Knee-slapper; 53- DDE opponent; 56- Not one; 
57- Coup d’___; 59- Black key; 61- Taverns; 62- Puerto ___; 63- Tomb; 64- Milk source; 
65- Psychic; 66- I’d hate to break up ___;
 
DOWN: 1- Bridle part; 2- Dame ___ Everage; 3- “It’s ___ real”; 4- Roadie’s load; 5- 
Semitic language; 6- Sheltered, nautically; 7- Narrow inlet; 8- Province in central Canada; 
9- Have a feeling; 10- Sanctimonious; 
11- Start; 12- Driving aids; 14- Maximally; 
22- Period of history; 24- Toronto paper; 
25- One on slopes; 26- The third man; 27- 
Fit as a fiddle; 28- Amazes; 29- Dramatic 
troupe; 32- Dundee denial; 33- Aggregate of 
qualities that make good character; 34- River 
sediment; 35- Leg joint; 36- Antiquing agent; 
38- Short trousers; 39- Give the eye; 42- 
Outstanding; 43- Disheveled; 45- Potential 
mate; 46- Debate side; 47- Hag; 48- Hair 
rinse; 49- This is only ___; 51- Work with 
needles; 52- Speed contest; 53- Woe is me!; 
54- Gutter location; 55- Editorial notation; 
58- Bind; 60- Monk’s title;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The future is always in motion, so 
don’t stress if  you can’t quite make 
out your goal right now. Simply 
deal with events as they come 
along, and try not to control or 
predict the future too stringently.

Apr. 20-May. 20
If  your spirits aren’t up there 
already, they’ll soon reach new 
heights thanks to the celestial 
influences that call for lots of  
romance and fun. Make sure 
you have some free time...

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
It’s all too easy to get bogged 
down in shoulda-coulda-woulda 
as well as “I could never do 
that.” Don’t put limits on what 
you can achieve before you even 
get started. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Whether it’s planning some 
kind of  celebratory event or an 
intimate meal for two, you’re able 
to combine the elements in such a 
way that it delights and astonishs 
everyone.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Responsibility can seem an 
awful lot like a four-letter word, 
especially these days. Haven’t 
you done enough? Isn’t there 
someone else who can help pick 
up the slack?

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
It’s easy to get pulled away 
from things that have deeper 
meaning, but if  you make an 
effort, you can get back on track 
with something (or someone) 
that you once loved.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You know how a turtle has that 
hard shell and a soft tummy 
it has to protect from possible 
predators? Well, apply that 
analogy to someone in your life 
right now.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Racing toward the finish line 
gets your blood and spirits 
pumping in just the way you 
need. You thrive in competitive 
circumstances and contests of  
skill and endurance.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Break that big project into 
bite-sized chunks and you’ll 
suddenly find that it’s a lot easier 
to swallow. It’s funny the way 
deadlines seem to sneak up on 
you when you least expect them.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your brain needs food, too. 
So turn off the TV and do 
something stimulating and 
invigorating. Go for a hike. Write 
a letter to someone you love but 
haven’t talked to in far too long.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Stick close to home base. If  
you’re worried you’ll be bored, 
don’t be! There is enough going 
on to help you make use of  all 
the good vibes you’ve got going 
on.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The first step is to let yourself  
believe that such benevolence is in 
store for you. So go ahead. What 
are three wonderful, lovely, and 
no-way-that-could-happen-to-me 
things that you want in your life?

  Aquarius Pisces
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Bill Murray (right) and Rashida Jones in a scene from “On the Rocks”

DRIVE IN

Sofia Coppola’s ‘On the Rocks’ 
is a modest delight
LINDSEY BAHR, 
AP FILM WRITER

FEW filmmakers can 
bring a rut to life like 

Sofia Coppola. When her 
characters are in a funk, 
whether it’s a Hollywood 
actor in between jobs, a 
few lost souls in a foreign 
place or a Queen, it’s ne-
ver the stuff of melodra-
ma. She has an eye for 
the comedic banalities of 
the everyday like the ex-
cruciating awkwardness 
of a stilted conversation 
or, as in her latest “ On 
the Rocks,” the image 
of an overwhelmed mo-
ther trying to nap in the 
glaring sunlight while a 
Roomba bangs its way 
through the apartment. 

She turns her camera 
this time to Laura (Rashi-
da Jones), a well-off wri-
ter living in a SoHo loft 

with two young daugh-
ters and a husband, Dean 
(Marlon Wayans) who 

lately has been distant, 
physically and emotio-
nally, while launching 

his new business. Laura 
is getting by, dressing in 
a kind of uniform (Bre-
ton stiped shirts, denim 
and a gold necklace) and 
trying her best to cling 
on to signifiers of a once 
simple and nice life. But 
her days are spent in a 
rush from morning to 
night getting her daugh-
ters to school, to naps, 
to ballet, to dinner, to 
the bath and to bed. Her 
Chanel purse is almost 
never carried without 
a stroller and a canvas 
Strand bookstore tote 
bag along with it and 
her beautiful ceramic 
Dutch oven is now just 
for making instant mac 
and cheese. She’s also on 
deadline for a book that 
she has no time or will 
to write. Her few mo-
ments of quiet are spent 
rearranging her desk and 
making labels for ideas 
folders.

So it’s almost a relief 
when she starts to sus-
pect that Dean might 
be having an affair. He’s 
on the road a lot, he has 
an attractive, young and 
seemingly carefree co-
-worker, Fiona (Jessica 
Henwick), and, oh, then 
there’s the female toile-
tries that show up in 
Dean’s suitcase. Sudden-
ly Laura has something 
else to focus on and her 
man-about-town father, 
Felix (Bill Murray), is 
more than happy to help 
enable the obsession. 

Murray’s Felix, a cool 
and charming art dealer 
who knows everyone 

and flirts with every-
thing, sweeps in like a 
cool spring breeze to jolt 
Laura out of her routi-
ne and introduce a little 
chaos and spontaneity 
into her life with im-
promptu martini lunches 
(“Bombay for the kid”), 
birthday dinners at the 
21 Club and SoHo House 
stakeouts in a smart red 
convertible with caviar 
(which they open) and 
champagne (which they 
don’t). Felix’s Manhattan 
is vibrant and exciting, 
and he glides through 
classic haunts and out 
of traffic tickets with an 
ease that Laura has never 
known. 

Like any good ama-
teur sleuth pic, it gets a 
little out of control and 
takes them all the way to 
Mexico where they to try 
to prove once and for all 
that Dean is being unfai-
thful. 

The engine keeps 
going, but the film also 
allows Murray time and 
space to do his thing and 
Jones is a perfect com-
panion for the boozy fa-
ther-daughter hijinks. Al-
though she rolls her eyes 
at him and his inability to 
refrain from flirting even 
with a very pregnant 
passerby, there is also 
an awe and obvious love 
there too. Murray might 
not be doing anything 
extraordinarily different 
than we’ve seen him do 
before (Felix is not enti-
rely dissimilar in spirit to 
his Bob Harris from “Lost 
in Translation”), but it’s 

wonderfully familiar and 
impossible not to smile 
at. 

“On the Rocks” is 
perhaps more conven-
tional and modest than 
Coppola’s other films, 
but it’s no less enter-
taining or profound. In 
her script there is a con-
sidered treatise on male 
and female expectations 
that’s revealed through 
Laura and Felix’s con-
versations. Felix is filled 
with animal kingdom 
theories of male nature 
and is wholly convinced 
that Dean is cheating. 
For him, it’s just inevita-
ble that when a wife’s at-
tention turns to the kids, 
the husband’s attention 
turns to...well, anyone 
else. After all, he did the 
same to Laura’s mother 
years ago. 

There’s a sobering 
conclusion that there 
isn’t really the possibility 
for satisfying compromi-
se. Felix both knows his 
daughter deserves better 
and believes that men 
aren’t capable of that. 

So what’s to be done? 
Well, if we’re going by the 
letter of “On the Rocks,” 
always make an extra 
effort on birthdays. And 
a quiet restaurant and a 
stiff drink don’t hurt ei-
ther. 

“On the Rocks,” an A24/
Apple TV+ release, is rated R 
by the Motion Picture Asso-

ciation of America for “for 
some language/sexual refe-

rences.” Running time: 96 
minutes. 
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Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu

The Admiralty 1050 Metres Sand 
2020-10-10 | Sat | 15:45

VICTORY MEGASTAR, a consistent sand track performer, enter into the top rating 
sprint race this Saturday. His track work on Tuesday indicated that he is quite ready for 

a crack in a race that he has all the advantage in the taking. His rider J.B Hamel has a tight 
hold at the finish when he crossed the line, it shows that he is fit and full of energy. Hamel 
relaxing him at the start and gradually pushed him for a little bit more down the straight, 
he responded well in answering back to his rider vigorously, anyone at the track could see 
him improving. He was a bit unlucky in his last outing when he had to shifted out across 
the heels of Sheng Li Star in the concluding 100 metres in his last 1350 meters sand race. 
This time he drawn barrier one and race condition could favour him well this time around. 
His biggest challenge could come from the top weight Fasuba who also seen fit and full of 
himself in his track work. I like this quinella. Good luck and happy punting.

Race 4 | Horse no. 4 Victory Megastar to win, Quinella and Quinella Place on Horse 
no. 1 Fasuba & 4 Victory Megastar 

IRENE SAM, MDT 

T
HERE are not many 
Chinese restaurants 
featuring an omakase 
dining concept in Asia. 

Audacious and innovative, Chef 
Wilson Fam of Yí at Morpheus, 
City of Dreams takes Contem-
porary Chinese fine dining to 
new heights, offering a one- 
of-a-kind blend of regional Chi-
nese cuisines served in seaso-
nal menu format inspired by 
the 24 solar terms of the tradi-
tional Chinese calendar. 

Born in 1985, Chef Fam is 
the youngest Chef de Cuisine 
within the entire culinary team 
of Melco Resorts and Entertain-
ment. Graduated from the Fla-

mingo Institute of Hotel Cate-
ring with a Diploma in Culinary 
Arts before beginning his career 
at Singapore’s most famous ho-
tel – Raffles, he gained valuable 
experience at both the world-
-famous ‘Doc Cheng’s’ and the 
Raffles Courtyard where he at-
tained the title of Junior Sous 
Chef. 

“The degustation menu at Yí 
is updated 12 times a year and 
we do a lot of research with sea-
sonal ingredients, constantly 

trying new elements. With the 
given freedom to explore, we 
are able to provide a unique 
experience that is not found 
anywhere else, while main-
taining a focus on traditional 
cooking techniques,” Chef Fam 
explains.

Yí’s culinary philosophy is 
based on the oldest of the Chi-
nese classic texts, I Ching or 
Book of Changes, in which Yí 
refers to the belief that nou-
rishment leads to wellness and 

good fortune. During a gastro-
nomic journey at the restau-
rant, one would immediately 
discovers Chef Fam’s genius 
and exception attention to de-
tail through a dish such as Aba-
lone with Sichuan sausage. 

Pairing umami characteris-
tics with meaty flavours could 
be disastrous if not done ca-
refully, but Chef Fam mana-
ges the challenge beautifully 
by adding in some chanterelle 
mushrooms. The result allows 

discerning diners to apprecia-
te various ingredients harmo-
niously while enjoying their 
distinctions at the same time. 

For visual pleasure, the eye-
-catching ceramic tableware 
at Yí has been custom-desig-
ned by Monica Tsang Designs. 
Known for her inventive, play-
ful and fun-loving approach, 
Tsang has applied the themes 
of nature and fortune to these 
exclusive new collections. The 
show plates come courtesy of 
illustrious French tableware 
brand Bernardaud, which has 
designed an exclusive gold-
-rimmed plate for Yí featuring 
delicate peach blossoms sym-
bolic of fortune and luck in 
Chinese culture. 

TASTE OF EDESIA

Reaching new heights
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Jazz festival at D2 Club 
kicks off tonight

A two-night jazz festival will kick off tonight at D2 Club featu-
ring over 20 artists that will perform an eclectic musical selec-
tion ranging from well-known jazz standards to more modern 
compositions.

Artist and event production agency NYOB said in a statement 
that it would present “interpretations ranging from the classics 
of the genre to more contemporary compositions. The aim is to 
celebrate the musical genre in its various expressions.”

The event will feature The Bridge and Yaya Quintet tonight, 
while Mars Lee Trio feat-Hon Chong Chan and The Hot Dog Ex-
press will perform tomorrow. 

DJ Herbie Bangkok aka A Long will conclude the event.
Doors open at 9:30 p.m., while the show begins at 10:30.
Produced by NYOB, the jazz festival is supported by Jazz Club 

de Macau, Macau Jazz Promotion Association and the This Is 
My City Festival Cultural Association.

OPINION
World Views
Daniel Moss, Bloomberg

Thailand Thai Airways is 
selling time on its flight 
simulators to wannabe 
pilots while its catering 
division is serving meals 
in a flight-themed 
restaurant complete 
with airline seats and 
attentive cabin crew. The 
airline is trying to boost 
staff morale, polish its 
image and bring in a few 
coins, even as it juggles 
preparing to resume 
international flights 
while devising a business 
reorganization plan. 

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin decried 
what he called Joe Biden’s 
“sharp anti-Russian 
rhetoric” but praised the 
Democratic presidential 
nominee’s comments 
on arms control. In his 
first detailed statements 
on the U.S. presidential 
campaign, Putin also 
lamented President 
Donald Trump’s failure 
to improve relations 
between Moscow and 
Washington.

Russia A fire engulfed 
a military arsenal in 
western Russia on 
Wednesday, triggering 
huge explosions that 
injured at least six and 
prompted the evacuation 
of thousands of residents 
from nearby villages, 
officials said. Authorities 
said the fire at the arsenal 
in the Ryazan region that 
holds munitions had been 
sparked by burning grass.

Belgium’s first transgender 
politician to reach the 
higher echelons of 
government has come 
under stinging attack from 
the country’s extreme 
right, only days after she 
was appointed. The new 
Belgian government 
sworn in Saturday includes 
Green Vice Premier Petra 
De Sutter, a professor 
specializing in gynecology 
and fertility who had been 
a member of the EU 
parliament since last year. 
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A crisis warning is 
in danger of being 
forgotten

Economies plotting their exit from the pandemic 
have a tough needle to thread: determining when to 
pivot from pumping out emergency aid to focusing on 
the costs. South Korea and Australia are displaying what 
may prove a premature tendency to worry about their 
fiscal health before the patient is off life support.

Korea has been a Covid-19 star, managing to curb in-
fections without a nationwide lockdown and containing 
the economic damage. President Moon Jae-in wants 
to restore the nation’s reputation for budget prudence 
once the pandemic subsides, and this week proposed 
legal caps on debt and deficits. The mooted rules are 
significant because the government has passed four sti-
mulus packages this year that helped put a floor under 
the economy. Gross domestic product may shrink just 
1% in 2020, according to the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development. Only China, where the 
economy is predicted to grow, is forecast to do better.

It’s questionable whether Korea is ready for such fiscal 
rectitude. The economy hardly escaped the pandemic 
unscathed. GDP shrank 2.7% in the second quarter 
from a year earlier, inflation is too low, and exports have 
only just started increasing again. Meanwhile, the na-
tion’s long-term demographic challenges — shrinking 
headcount and a population concentration in the capi-
tal area — aren’t any closer to being solved. 

Against this backdrop, the government plans to limit 
debt to 60% of GDP and restrict the fiscal deficit to 3% 
from 2025. The country’s debt ratio is expected to climb 
to 43.9% this year and hit 58.3% by 2024, according to 
next year’s budget proposal. Some officials worry that 
the pace of debt increases could imperil the country’s 
credit rating. An untimely retrenchment in borrowing 
that undermines the recovery won’t help.

In Australia, the balancing act is particularly fraught. 
The budget was supposed to be in surplus around now, 
based on election campaign messages last year from 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison. Instead, the govern-
ment’s projection Tuesday was for a record peacetime 
deficit of about $150 billion, or around 11% of GDP. For 
a center-right government wary of excessive Keynesian 
pump-priming, that’s uncomfortable.

Australia’s budget contains welcome measures to prop 
up employment, as well as tax cuts. Even so, debt Down 
Under remains well below overall OECD benchmarks 
and Canberra’s interest payments will actually decline 
in the next few years. That’s thanks to the Reserve Bank 
of Australia’s ultra-easy monetary policy, consisting of 
near-zero interest rates and a form of quantitative ea-
sing that caps yields. The RBA foreshadowed more steps 
at its monthly meeting Tuesday, hours before the budget 
was delivered. 

While Asia has embraced fiscal stimulus, the ardor has 
limits. That shouldn’t be surprising when the world’s 
largest economy is bickering over the issue. President 
Donald Trump halted talks with Democrats on further 
government assistance, amid resistance among Repu-
blicans in Congress to a support package exceeding $2 
trillion. 

The U.S. has privileges that should give it more flexi-
bility. Having the world’s reserve currency means there’s 
little real limit on Washington’s ability to borrow. Wi-
thout the same printing press, governments in Asia are 
understandably wary of going too far down the same 
road. They are fortunate that central banks are engaging 
in muscular stimulus, in many instances buying bonds. 
That doesn’t amount to outright debt monetization in 
most cases, though it does help finance state spending.

The joint deployment of budgetary and monetary ar-
senals has been one of the remarkable things about the 
pandemic response worldwide. It seems the lessons of 
the slow recovery that followed the global financial cri-
sis a decade ago had been learned. They’re in danger of 
being forgotten again. Hours before Trump broke off 
talks Tuesday, Federal Reserve Chair Jerome Powell cau-
tioned against providing too little government stimulus, 
saying it would lead to a weak recovery and unnecessary 
hardship. That warning should reverberate in Asia just 
as much as in America.

700-year-old Chinese 
scroll sells for $41.8M 
in Hong Kong

A 700-year-old Chi-
nese painted scroll from 
the Yuan Dynasty fetched 
306.6 million Hong Kong 
dollars ($41.8 million) at a 
Sotheby’s auction in Hong 
Kong.

The 6.6-feet scroll, titled 
“Five Drunken Princes Re-
turning on Horseback” is 
by Ren Renfa, a renowned 
Chinese artist and govern-
ment official. 

The painting depicts the 
princes riding horses, to-
gether with four attendan-
ts. One of the princes is Li 
Longji, who later became 
the longest-reigning Em-

peror Xuanzong of the Tang 
Dynasty.

The scroll has been do-
cumented in imperial col-
lections and bears a col-
lection of seals, including 
those of several emperors. 
In 1922, the “Five Drunken 
Princes Returning on Hor-
seback” scroll was trans-
ported out of the Forbid-
den City by Pu Yi, the last 
emperor of China, after the 
fall of Qing dynasty.

The artwork was ini-
tially estimated to sell be-
tween about $10 million 
and $15.5 million. Many of 
Ren’s 21 paintings are held 

in museums or owned by 
private collectors. 

“This painting depic-
ts the story of the five 
drunken princes after they 
had a very happy time, 
and then they got drunk 
and went back home,” said 
Sally Fong, a specialist of 
classical Chinese paintings 
at Sotheby’s. “Among the 
five princes, one of them 
is the future emperor. In 
this painting, we can see 
that he was depicted as the 
one who can tolerate the 
drunkenness, to go back 
home together with the 
other drunken princes.” AP

GP Works. The assembling of the Guia Circuit stage of the Macau Grand Prix 
event has started. The GP will be the only major event to take place in Macau 

this year due to the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.

MDT/Renato Marques THE DECISIVE MOMENT


