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A TROPICAL DEPRESSION EAST 
OF THE PHILIPPINES MAY AFFECT 
MACAU IN THE NEXT FEW DAYS AT 

THE END OF TYPHOON SEASON

THE MACAO CATHOLIC CULTURE 
ASSOCIATION HAS LAUNCHED ITS WEBSITE 

AIMING TO PROMOTE THE CULTURE AND 
TRADITION OF THE RELIGION  P2 P4 P2

More on backpage

Indonesia An earthquake 
with a magnitude of 5.1 
jolted 42 km NNW of 
Sinabang, Indonesia at 
09:38:49 GMT on Monday, 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
said. The epicenter, with 
a depth of 12.76 km, was 
initially determined to be 
at 2.8589 degrees north 
latitude and 96.2994 
degrees east longitude.

South Korea yesterday 
began testing tens of 
thousands of employees 
of hospitals and nursing 
homes to prevent 
COVID-19 outbreaks at 
live-in facilities. Fifteen 
of the 76 latest cases 
reported by the Korea 
Disease Control and 
Prevention Agency were 
from the southern port city 
of Busan, where more than 
70 infections have been 
linked to a hospital for the 
elderly.

Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga, in his first 
overseas summit since 
taking office last month, 
agreed with his Vietnamese 
counterpart to step up 
defense and security 
cooperation in the face of 
China’s expanding influence 
in the region. In talks in 
Hanoi yesterday, Suga and 
Vietnamese Prime Minister 
Nguyen Xuan Phuc set a 
basic agreement allowing 
Japan to export defense 
equipment and technology 
to Vietnam.

Indian army said it 
apprehended a Chinese 
soldier yesterday in the 
remote Ladakh region, 
where the two countries 
are locked in a monthslong 
military standoff along 
their disputed mountain 
border. The soldier, Cpl. 
Wang Ya Long from China’s 
People’s Liberation Army, 
was apprehended inside 
Indian-controlled Ladakh’s 
Demchok area and was to be 
released soon, the army said 
in a statement. More on p6-7
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China’s economy plows on as 
world’s only major growth engine

Taiwanese, 
Chinese 
staffers 
injured 

after 
clash 
in Fiji

 P10  P6-7

China and 
Taiwan traded 
accusations 
over a violent 
altercation 
that broke 
out between 
Chinese 
diplomats 
and a Taiwan 
official in Fiji

Neighboring Hengqin’s Golden Week visitors outnumbered Macau’s 3 to 1

‘SECOND MACAU’ 
OUTSHINES FIRST  P3
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Catholic association 
launches website to 
promote historical culture

UNU Macau to open 
heritage building to 
public for first time

THE Macao Catholic 
Culture Association 

has launched its official 
website aiming to promo-
te the historical culture 
and tradition of the reli-
gion in the SAR.

In a statement, the as-
sociation said that the we-
bsite aims to build a foun-
dation of mutual unders-
tanding from a cultural 
perspective, continuing 
this mission of Sino-Wes-
tern exchanges in the new 
era.

The website will also ta-

ckle diverse cultural topics 
such as Catholic cultural 
heritage, Catholic culture 
and art, Catholic culture 
and science and religious 
cultural exchange.

“In line with contempo-
rary new media commu-
nication technology and 
innovative digital platfor-
ms, we aim to integrate 
the historical characteris-
tics of Macau’s Catholic 
culture into modern new 
media culture,” said the 
association, adding that it 
also aims to promote the 

popularization and sha-
ring of Catholic cultural 
resources, to achieve cul-
tural exchanges with the 
community and other re-
ligious groups.

The establishment of 
the Macao Catholic Cul-
ture Association hopes to 
promote historical Catho-
lic culture in Macau, en-
compassing two thousand 
years of Catholic Church 
tradition and four hun-
dred years of Catholic cul-
ture and tradition in the 
city. LV

THE United Nations 
University Institute 

in Macau (UNU Macau) 
will be opening its heri-
tage building, Casa Silva 
Mendes, to the public 
this weekend for the first 
time, according to the 
institution.

The building will open 
for an afternoon of in-
teractive activities and 
workshops on the Sus-
tainable Development 
Goals.

It will include talks on 
the Sustainable Develo-

pment Goals, artificial 
intelligence, technology, 
and gender in the digi-
tal realm, as well as tou-
ching on other topics.  

The UN Day Open 
House is being princi-
pally organized in cele-
bration of the 75th Anni-
versary of the founding 
of the United Nations in 
the immediate aftermath 
of the Second World War.

However, it is also no-
teworthy that the year 
2020 “also reminds us 
that we only have 10 

years left to collectively 
accelerate sustainable 
solutions to all the wor-
ld’s biggest challenges,” 
according to UNU Ma-
cau. The institution is 
joining the Decade of 
Action, which calls for 
accelerating sustainable 
solutions to all the wor-
ld’s biggest challenges, 
to deliver on that ambi-
tion.

More information on 
the open day can be fou-
nd on the UNU Macau 
website. DB

CESL Asia awards 
35 participants in 
drawing contest
THE CESL Asia Social In-

vestment 20th Anniver-
sary drawing contest the-
med “How to Grow a Beau-
tiful City” has awarded 35 
children who participated 
in the contest.

The competition recei-
ved over 100 artwork sub-
missions from local chil-
dren aged 8 to 12. 

The judges, composed of 
the firm’s executives, una-
nimously agreed that “the 
artworks were fabulous 
and relevant to the CESL 
Asia Social Investment Ini-
tiative (CSII),” according to 
a statement released by the 
firm.

The winners were Leong 
Chi Neng, Wong Ching 
Hang, Lo Sin Man, and Lei 
Tin Cheong. The Online 
Popularity Award was won 
by Wong Ching Hang, ba-
sed on online voting resul-
ts. There were also 30 parti-
cipants who received Merit 
Awards. 

The drawing contest 
“encouraged children to 
explore beauty, harmony 
and inclusion in the com-
munity using their imagi-
nation and coloring and 

drawing talents.”
CESL Asia Kid’s Drawing 

Contest is part of CESL 
Asia’s CSII that invests in 
local talent development 
and charitable activities 
aiming to contribute to a 
sustainable and inclusive 
community.

“This is beyond corpo-
rate social responsibility,” 
CESL Asia President and 
CEO António Trindade pre-
viously told the Times. 

“We believe that this is 
why CESL Asia has flou-
rished in the past decades 
– because of our outrea-
ch and giving back to the 
society. We have become 
in tune with community 
needs and pay attention to 
what is needed for develo-
pment.”

The judging and selec-
tion were based on a crite-
ria of adherence to the the-
me, design creativity as well 
as drawing skills and color 
combination. 

Macau Daily Times was 
the official media partner 
of the CESL Asia Social In-
vestment 20th Anniversary 
Kid’s Drawing and Coloring 
Contest. LV

Another typhoon 
threatens to affect 
Macau later this week
RENATO MARQUES

A tropical depression 
currently developing 

to the east of the Philippi-
nes will enter the South 
China Sea in the next few 
days and intensify later 
in the week, according to 
Macau’s Meteorological 
and Geophysical Bureau 
(SMG). 

According to weather 
forecasting company Win-
dy, the depression could 
develop into a typhoon so-
mewhere between the late 
hours of Wednesday and 
the early hours of Thurs-
day.

With a forecasted rou-
te to pass just south of 
Sanya on the island of 
Hainan early on Saturday, 
the tropical storm is likely 
to affect Macau the most 
during the second half of 
the week. 

Despite predicting that 
the intensity of the depres-
sion will increase, the SMG 
notes that both the “path 
and intensity are still un-
certain at this moment,” 
calling on the public to pay 
attention to the change in 
weather.

The SMG also said that 
Macau will continue to be 
under the monsoon ef-
fect from the northeast, 
causing the weather to be 
“windy and slightly cool in 
the latter part of this week.”

Further updates on the 
development of the tropi-
cal depression will come in 
due course. 

This will be the second 

time this month that Ma-
cau will be affected by a 
tropical storm. Early last 
week, Macau was under 
the influence of Tropical 
Storm Nangka. Local au-
thorities decided to hoist 
the Typhoon Signal No.8 
for nearly 12 hours last 
Tuesday as Nangka mo-
ved westward through the 
South China Sea before 

making landfall in Hainan.
Aside from heavy rain 

and some light damage 
caused to outdoor structu-
res, there were no instan-
ces of significant damage 
or severe injuries to report. 
Nangka was the first seve-
re storm to hit Macau after 
the promulgation of the 
new Civil Protection Law 
on September 15.
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CY Chief Executive 
extends validity 
of AIDS Commission

The Chief Executive has extended the 
validity of the AIDS Commission, an 
entity managed by the Health Bureau, for 
three years. The Commission will exist 
until November 21, 2023, at least. The 
predecessor of the Commission, the AIDS 
Prevention and Control Commission, was 
first inaugurated in 2000. It was created 
to assist with planning the strategy 
against HIV infection and education on 
HIV prevention. Analysis has also been 
conducted on the data collected on HIV 
infection in the city. Five years later, the 
Commission was restructured into the 
current AIDS Commission, which is headed 
by the Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture.

Financial Secretary 
takes mainland mogul 
on Macau tour

Secretary for Economy and Finance, Lei 
Wai Nong, has taken the opportunity 
to invite Dong Mingzhu, chairperson of 
mainland electric appliance brand Gree 
Electric, on a local tour of Macau that 
includes the Ruins of St Paul’s, Travessa 
da Paixão, Rua dos Ervanarios and Rua 
de Cinco de Outubro. During the tour, 
the official and the businesswoman 
discussed online marketing and vending 
with business operators across the district. 
Dong commended the character of the 
city’s old district and expressed belief that 
this character should be preserved. She 
also encouraged businesses to continue 
improving their services and products.

Liaison Office head 
encourages students 
to be patriotic

While attending a flag-raising assembly 
at the 95-year-old Roman Catholic 
secondary school Yuet Wah College 
yesterday morning, Fu Ziying, director of 
the Central People’s Government Liaison 
Office in the Macao Special Administrative 
Region, delivered a speech in which he 
encouraged students to love China and 
the world, while improving themselves 
physically, mentally and intellectually. He 
also urged students from the school to 
neither forget their history nor their own 
roots. A student told local broadcaster 
TDM that a patriotic atmosphere has 
always existed on campus. Through 
learning about Chinese history, he 
understands that the power and prosperity 
China possesses today did not come easily.

Portuguese insurance 
company allowed to 
issue extra shares

Fidelidade Macau Life-Insurance 
Company Limited, an insurance company 
headquartered in Macau and with a parent 
company incorporated in Portugal, has 
been allowed by the Macau government to 
issue extra shares amounting to MOP50 
million. The decision was announced in 
yesterday’s Official Gazette. The new 
shares amount to about 42% of the 
company’s original share amount and are 
priced at MOP1,000 each, the same as the 
original shares. Currently, the company’s 
share capital amounts to MOP120 million. 
After issuance, the company will have 
170,000 shares.

Hengqin’s Golden Week visitors 
outnumbered Macau’s 3 to 1
LYNZY VALLES

T
HE Hengqin district 
of Zhuhai received 
nearly three times as 
many visitors as Ma-

cau during Golden Week this 
year, totaling 450,000, up 36% 
compared to the same period 
last year.

The SAR, meanwhile, recei-
ved a total of 156,000 tourist 
arrivals during the national 
holiday, a plunge of 86% com-
pared to last year’s holiday. 
The daily average visitor arri-
vals during the eight-day ho-
liday, which coincided with 
the Mid-Autumn Festival, 
stood at 19,538, according to 
data released by the Macao 
Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO).

During Golden Week, the 
central government endorsed 
travel to national destina-
tions and discouraged its ci-
tizens from traveling abroad. 
However, despite the endor-
sements, the city’s tourist 
arrivals still did not meet the 
expectations of local busines-
ses, including gaming opera-
tors.

Hengqin fared much bet-

ter than Macau in this regard. 
Statistics provided by the 
Hengqin district’s social af-
fairs department showed that 
three of the city’s entertain-
ment parks – Chimelong In-
ternational Ocean Tourist Re-
sort, Sumlodol Hengqin Cam-
ping Town, and the Lionsgate 
Entertainment World – hosted 
over 310,000 visitors during 
the holiday, as cited in a re-
port by Macau Daily News. 

Meanwhile, also during the 
holidays, the “Macau Interna-
tional Culture and Food Fes-
tival Hengqin Station,” which 
featured a total of 111 booths, 
attracted more than 100,000 
local citizens and tourists.

During the opening cere-
mony of the Hengqin Port 
back in August, Chief Exe-
cutive Ho Iat Seng said that 
the port would provide fresh 
opportunities for closer coo-
peration between Macau and 
Guangdong Province. He fur-
ther said that the port could 
facilitate movement of people 
and goods between Macau 
and Zhuhai. 

Earlier this year, the city’s 
top official mentioned that 
his government aims to expe-

dite Macau’s development as 
a world centre of tourism and 
leisure, complementing Hen-
gqin’s position as an island 
for international tourism and 
leisure. 

One of the roles envisioned 
for the intensive cooperation 
zone in Hengqin is that Macau 
and Guangdong would jointly 
develop a greater number of 
tourism products to facilitate 
multi-destination travel.

Previously, the MGTO said 
that it planned to include tou-
rs that cover Hengqin in the 
Macao Ready Go! Local Tour 
campaign, if travel conditions 
allow. Whether the tours go 
ahead will depend on the ci-
ty’s capacity to conduct Co-
vid-19 nucleic acid tests. No 
updates have been provided 
since then.

According to official data, 
mainland visitors accounted 
for 93% of the total number 
of visitor arrivals to Macau 
during Golden Week, one of 
the city’s supposedly busiest 
periods.

In recent months the Ma-
cau SAR saw its tourism arri-
vals plunge, particularly prior 
to the resumption of the In-

dividual Visit Scheme (IVS), 
which was only fully reinsta-
ted in September 23.

Although applications for 
travel endorsements to Ma-
cau in Guangdong Province 
were reinstated on August 12, 
the city did not see a signifi-
cant change in its tourism ar-
rivals.

During the weekend after 
the reinstatement, official fi-
gures show that there was a 
total of 7,500 tourist arrivals 
at the borders on Saturday 
and 6,000 on Sunday, slightly 
higher than the weekend 
prior, which stood at 11,200 
across both days. Therefore, 
following the reissuance of 
IVS nationwide on Septem-
ber 23, businesses were ho-
peful for more tourist arrivals 
during the Golden Week after 
facing several months of eco-
nomic downturn. 

Many considered the reins-
tatement of the IVS to be just 
in time for the Golden Week, 
as IVS applicants would need 
at least seven days to have 
their visas processed. Howe-
ver, the changes in tourist 
arrival numbers were not as 
significant as expected. 

CESL Asia awards 
35 participants in 
drawing contest
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CYSexagenarian accused 
of ‘blackmailing’ 
woman who lost ID

A 63-year-old woman, who is 
a resident of Macau, is being 
charged for attempting to sell an 
identification card back to a mainland 
woman who lost her document at 
the Border Gate, according to the 
Public Security Police Force (PSP). 
The victim told the police that she 
became aware of her document 
being found through a conversation 
group on a social media platform, 
which provided a contact number 
from the person who found her 
document. When she called the 
number to retrieve her document, 
a woman answered the phone and 
requested a payment of MOP850 in 
compensation. The victim sought 
assistance from the PSP before 
arranging to meet the person who 
had her document. She offered to 
pay only MOP250 as compensation 
for transport, but the woman 
rejected her offer and tried to leave 
before being stopped by the police. 
Questioned by the PSP, the woman 
claims that she did not find the card, 
but rather acquired it from a couple 
at the Border Gate checkpoint for 
MOP350. She has been presented 
to the Public Prosecutions Office 
on October 15 under the charge of 
unlawfully retaining a third party’s 
document.

Man’s driving license 
terminated after 
disobedience

A local man was caught red-handed 
driving with a suspended license. He 
later had his driver’s license revoked 
by a court of law. On October 8, a 
police officer intercepted the man 
using his cellphone while driving. 
The officer was trying to press 
charges against the man when it was 
revealed that the man was driving 
on a suspended license. The man 
confessed to the police that he has 
been suspended from driving for 
four months by the Court of First 
Instance. The same court found him 
guilty of aggravated disobedience 
and ordered his license to be revoked. 
Meanwhile, he was also prosecuted 
for using a cellphone while driving.

Drunk drivers 
receive probationary 
sentence, await court 
hearing

Two drunk drivers were caught by 
the Public Security Police Force on 
October 9 and 10. One man, who 
is in his 40s, was riding his bike on 
October 9 when he ignored police 
officers’ instructions to stop and 
rode into a no-entry road. Preliminary 
breath testing revealed a blood 
alcohol level of 1.5g/L. The biker 
confessed to drinking prior to driving. 
He was sentenced to two months 
in jail with 1 year and three months’ 
probation, during which his license 
will be suspended. On October 10, 
a private car stopped before a road 
block, triggering police suspicion. 
The driver, in his 30s, was tested with 
a blood alcohol level of 1.21g/L. He is 
now awaiting court subpoena.

Youngster accused of 
profiting from prostitution

PJ arrests suspect in fake loan-sharking case
RENATO MARQUES

A 36-year-old man 
from the mainland 

has been arrested by the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) whi-
le attempting to reenter 
Macau. He was detained 
on the suspicion of ha-
ving collaborated with 
another man to scam 
a woman in a fake case 
of loan-sharking, the PJ 
spokesperson revealed 
yesterday during the joint 
police force press confe-
rence.

The case dates back to 
January this year when 
the woman, also resident 
of the mainland, was 
approached by two men 
in Macau who offered to 
lend her money for gam-
bling.

According to the vic-
tim’s report to the PJ, the 
woman was invited to 
a hotel room where the 
two men, including the 
suspect now under police 
custody, negotiated the 
loan conditions with her.

They agreed to lend 

her HKD100,000 to gam-
ble, charging a 15% com-
mission for each play at a 
specific baccarat table as 
a condition of the loan. 
Additionally, she had to 
provide them with a loan 
guarantee, and she han-
ded them a key to a car 
she owned on the main-
land. 

After the deal settled, 
one suspect went to the 
mainland to search for 
the car at the location in-
dicated by the woman.

When he finally fou-

nd the car, he gave the 
green light to his partner 
in Macau, who procee-
ded to take the woman 
to the casino. However, 
in a sudden turn of even-
ts, the man disappeared, 
leaving the woman alone 
and without the money 
she was supposed to bor-
row to gamble. 

According to the re-
port filed to the PJ, the 
woman claims to have 
lost her car valued at 
around RMB100,000.

When attempting to 

reenter Macau, the man 
who allegedly took the 
woman’s car was detai-
ned and taken into ques-
tioning.

He admitted to the cri-
me, saying that he knew 
in advance that no mo-
ney would be given to 
the woman. The police 
are still looking for the se-
cond suspect in this case.

During the press con-
ference, the PJ spokes-
person did not reveal the 
details of what happened 
to the victim’s car.

RENATO MARQUES

A local 22-year-old male has 
been arrested by the Pu-

blic Security Police Force (PSP) 
under suspicion of aiding and 
profiting from the work of at 
least two mainland prostitutes, 
the PSP spokesperson informed 
yesterday during the joint press 
conference of the police forces.

According to the PSP, due to 
the resumption of Individual 
Visit Scheme (IVS) visas for the 
mainland citizens, Macau has 
been registering an increased 
number of visitors, leading the 
police to increase their vigilan-
ce and patrols in several areas 
of the city and more specifically 
in Cotai. 

During one of these patrols, 
officers spotted a vehicle dri-

ving around several hotels in 
Cotai with a woman dressed 
provocatively as a passenger. 
On October 17, at around 7 
p.m., the officers found a wo-
man getting out from the car 
and entering a hotel in Cotai.

Making use of the hotel’s 
surveillance cameras, the poli-
ce discovered that the woman 
went to a room only to leave a 
few minutes later.

The police officers then 
questioned the hotel guest, who 
told the officers that the woman 
was offering him sex services. 
He had refused and she had left.

Later that day, the PSP saw 
the same car drive a different 
woman to another hotel. When 
the second woman left the car, 
the police intercepted the who-
le group.

Taken into questioning, 
both women told a similar 
story to the police. They clai-
med to have entered Macau 
on tourism visas to gamble 
but decided to engage in pros-
titution activities after losing 
all their money in the casino.

They also said that the man 
offered to transport them and 
to provide food and condoms 
for a daily fee of RMB300.

They also said that they 
paid this man through a mo-
bile payment application. The 
women also claimed that they 
did not know each other but 
were aware that other women 
were also receiving help from 
the local man.

During questioning, the 
man admitted that he had be-
gun providing this service on 

October 15, and that up until 
the time he was caught, he 
had received about HKD3,000 
in total from different wo-
men.

He also admitted to recei-
ving extra gratuities from some 
of the prostitutes, but claimed 
that he did not request such 
payment from them.

All three are considered 
suspects of crime and their ca-
ses are being transferred to the 
relevant departments.

While the man is being ac-
cused of facilitating, providing 
help, and supporting prostitu-
tion activities, the women are 
being accused of performing 
work for remuneration while 
on a tourism visa, which falls 
under the provisions for illegal 
work.
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IAS announces resumption of 
subsidized nursery services

Grand Prix racers, 
visitors to face 
same restrictions 
as everyone else
ANTHONY LAM

THE Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination 

Center was questioned yesterday 
whether it was really viable to 
hold the Macau Grand Prix given 
that neighboring cities are seeing 
new imported cases of Covid-19. 
As the government has announ-
ced this year’s Grand Prix will be 
more of a Greater Bay Area (GBA) 
race, the Center was asked whe-
ther racers from these cities will 
be quarantined when entering 
Macau.

In response, Dr Alvis Lo, medi-
cal director of the public Conde 
São Januário Hospital, said that 
measures applicable to people 
arriving from the GBA, with the 
exception of Hong Kong, have 
not been changed. They will not 
be quarantined if they have not 
been anywhere other than main-
land China in the preceding two 
weeks, as well as possess a valid 
Covid-19 test and Health Code.

“This applies to both visitors 
and racers,” Lo stressed. “The 
same applies to Macau residents 
returning from the GBA.”

He added that no extra mea-
sures will be assigned to people 
arriving from the mainland sec-
tion of the GBA.

Although stressing that en-
trants from Hong Kong will be 
quarantined, the medical doctor 
added that the public should not 
worry excessively about an ou-
tbreak “as the outbreak in Hong 
Kong has recently eased.”

The government previously 
announced that foreign racers 
would be allowed to enter Macau 
to participate in the race, althou-
gh they will still be required to 
quarantine for two weeks upon 
arrival. Most foreign racers said 
they would not come because of 
this requirement.

On the other hand, foreigners 
are still banned from entering 
Macau, however closely they are 
related to Macau, except for tho-
se excluded by Executive Order 
because they are essential to the 
daily operation of Macau. These 
people can apply to the authori-
ties for special permission to en-
ter. The health authorities disclo-
sed that some pilots have already 
been granted such approval.

ANTHONY LAM

ALL subsidized nur-
sery facilities will be 

allowed to resume clas-
ses gradually from No-
vember 3, Choi Sio Un, 
head of the Social Assis-
tance Department of the 
Social Welfare Bureau 
(IAS), confirmed at the 
Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination 
Center’s weekly press 
briefing yesterday.

The decision was 
made, according to the 
official, in response to 
parents’ strong needs for 
nursery services. It was 
also taken into account 
that the Covid-19 condi-
tion in Macau has been 
stable for a relatively long 
time. Prior to making the 
decision, service provi-
ders have been consul-
ted.

In the first two weeks, 
facilities will only be 
allowed to host half the 
number of infants per-
mitted by their respective 
licenses. Facilities will be 

allowed to increase class 
numbers to the number 
permitted by their licen-
ses at a later date, to be 
determined according to 
the situation.

Extra measures will 
also be in place in such 
facilities to ensure health 
and safety. For instance, 
caretakers shall ensu-
re there is a minimum 
of one meter distance 
between each infant or 
young child. Caretakers 

and service users will be 
assigned to groups so as 
to avoid mixing and min-
gling.

Furthermore, depen-
ding on the practicality 
at different facilities, wa-
terproof partitions will 
also be installed between 
desks or seats. For the 
time being, interactive 
activities will be suspen-
ded.

The health authority 
has previously discoura-

ged the use of facemasks 
for infants and small 
children below the age 
of three, as this presents 
a risk of suffocation wi-
thin this age group. This 
has been part of the rea-
son why subsidized nur-
sery facilities could not 
reopen.

Facility operators are 
responsible for contac-
ting their service users to 
make arrangements to 
resume services.
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Taiwanese, Chinese staffers injured after clash in Fiji
HUIZHONG WU, TAIPEI

C
HINA and Taiwan 
traded accusations 
yesterday over a vio-
lent altercation that 

broke out between Chinese 
diplomats and Taiwan gover-
nment employees at a recent 
Taiwan National Day recep-
tion in Fiji. 

Both China and Taiwan 
confirmed the Oct. 8 incident 
but each disputed the other’s 
claim of what precipitated the 
fight, which resulted in one 
Taiwanese staffer being sent to 
a hospital with a head injury. 
One of the Chinese diplomats 
also was injured. 

The confrontation, an ex-
treme example of the tensions 
between the rival governmen-
ts, erupted when Taiwanese 
at the gathering tried to stop 
Chinese diplomats from taking 
photos of guests at the recep-
tion marking Taiwan’s national 

day, a Taiwan foreign minis-
try spokeswoman, Joanne Ou, 
said in a written statement. 

“The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs strongly condemns 
the Chinese embassy in Fiji’s 
staff’s actions which severely 
violates rule of law and nor-
ms of civilized behavior,” said 
Ou. She said Taiwan had made 
a formal protest to the Fiji go-
vernment.

China’s embassy in Fiji said 
in a statement released yester-
day that Taiwan’s account was 
“inconsistent with the facts.” 
It said one of its staff also was 
injured.

“On that very evening, the 
staff of the Taipei Trade Offi-
ce in Fiji acted provocatively 
against the Chinese Embassy 
staff who were carrying out 
their official duties in the pu-
blic area outside the function 
venue, causing injuries and 
damage to one Chinese diplo-
mat,” the statement said.

Tesla to 
start 
exporting 
China-made 
model 3 
cars to 
Europe

TESLA Inc. will start expor-
ting Model 3 cars made at 

its gigafactory on the outskirts 
of Shanghai to Europe from la-
ter this month, the automaker 
said in a statement sent via We-
Chat.

The car will be shipped to 
more than 10 countries, in-
cluding Germany, France and 
Switzerland, Tesla said. The 
company’s Shanghai factory - 
its first outside the U.S. - ope-
ned for local deliveries at the 
start of this year.

“We hope to serve global 
customers as a global factory,” 
Tesla’s manufacturing director 
of the Shanghai gigafactory, 
Song Gang, said in an inter-
view with local reporters. “The 
export of China-built Tesla mo-
dels is a key step in the global 
layout.”

The Shanghai factory has 
helped Tesla expand in Chi-
na, and the company has said 
it has capacity to produce 
200,000 vehicles a year from 
there. It delivered nearly 11,000 
locally-built cars in China in 
September.

Chief Executive Officer Elon 
Musk announced at an event 
in Germany last November that 
Tesla also plans to set up a fac-
tory and an engineering-and-
-design center near Berlin.

People familiar with the ma-
tter said last month that Tesla 
plans to ship cars made at its 
Shanghai factory to other coun-
tries in Asia and Europe, shif-
ting its strategy for the plant to 
largely focus on supplying the 
Chinese market.

China-built Model 3s for de-
livery outside the country likely 
will start mass production in 
the fourth quarter, the people 
said at the time, adding that 
the markets targeted included 
Singapore, Australia and New 
Zealand, as well as Europe. 
BLOOMBERG

Beijing accuses Canada 
of condoning alleged 
anti-China remarks
CHINA  said yesterday that it 

has complained to Canada 
for allegedly condoning anti-
-China comments that appea-
red in Canadian media following 
controversial remarks made by 
the Chinese ambassador. 

Ties between the countries 
are at their lowest point in years 
amid China’s outrage over Ca-
nada’s detention of a top execu-
tive of Chinese telecoms giant 
Huawei. Last week, China’s 
ambassador to Canada, Cong 
Peiwu, branded pro-democracy 
protesters in Hong Kong as vio-
lent criminals and said if Cana-
da grants them asylum it would 
amount to interference in Chi-
na’s internal affairs. 

“If the Canadian side really 
cares about the stability and the 
prosperity in Hong Kong, and 
really cares about the good heal-
th and safety of those 300,000 Ca-
nadian passport-holders in Hong 
Kong, and the large number of 
Canadian companies operating 
in Hong Kong SAR, you should 
support those efforts to fight vio-
lent crimes,” Cong said in a video 
news conference from the Chi-
nese Embassy in Ottawa.

Cong was asked whether his 
remarks amounted to a threat, 
to which he replied, “That is your 
interpretation.”

On Saturday, the Toronto Sun 
published an editorial calling on 
Cong to either apologize or leave 
Canada. “It’s not enough for the 
Trudeau government to publicly 
scold Cong,” the paper said. “If 
he won’t apologize and retract 
his threats, boot him back to Bei-
jing.”

Cherie Wong, the executive di-
rector of Alliance Canada Hong 
Kong, a group that advocates for 
Hong Kong’s pro-democracy mo-
vement, called Cong’s comment 
a “direct threat” to all Canadians.

“It should not be lost on Cana-
dians living in Hong Kong or Chi-
na, they could be next. Ambassa-
dor Cong suggested so himself,” 
Wong said.

Chinese foreign ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian did 
not identify specific commen-
ts that he said resulted from a 
deliberate misinterpretation of 
Cong’s remarks, but said Cana-
dian leaders “did not verify, but 
also condoned the anti-China 
comments spreading across the 
nation and made groundless ac-
cusations against China.”

“We express strong dissatis-
faction and firm opposition to 
it and have lodged solemn com-
plaints with the Canadian side,” 
Zhao told reporters yesterday at 
a daily briefing.

Protests against the Hong 
Kong and mainland Chinese 
governments swelled last year, 
and Beijing clamped down on 
expressions of anti-government 
sentiment in the city with a new 
national security law that took 
effect June 30.

The law outlaws subversive, 
secessionist and terrorist activity, 
as well as collusion with foreign 
powers to interfere in the city’s 
internal affairs. The U.S., Britain 
and Canada accuse China of in-
fringing on the city’s freedoms.

Cong also flatly rejected Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau’s assertion that China is en-
gaging in coercive diplomacy by 
imprisoning two Canadian men 
in retaliation for the arrest of a 
Chinese Huawei executive on an 
American extradition warrant. 
The executive, Meng Wanzhou, 
is living under house arrest in 
Vancouver while her case wends 
through a British Columbia 
court.

In December 2018, China im-
prisoned two Canadian men, Mi-
chael Kovrig and Michael Spavor, 
and charged them with under-
mining China’s national security. 
Convicted Canadian drug smug-
gler Robert Schellenberg was also 
sentenced to death in a sudden re-
trial shortly after Meng’s arrest. AP

India army apprehends Chinese soldier amid standoff
AIJAZ HUSSAIN, SRINAGAR

THE Indian army said it 
apprehended a Chinese 

soldier yesterday in the remo-
te Ladakh region, where the 
two countries are locked in a 
monthslong military standoff 
along their disputed mountain 
border.

The soldier, Cpl. Wang Ya 
Long from China’s People’s Li-
beration Army, was apprehen-
ded inside Indian-controlled 
Ladakh’s Demchok area and 
was to be released soon, the 
army said in a statement. 

It said the soldier “had 
strayed” across the de facto 
border along the eastern sec-
tion of what’s known as the 
Line of Actual Control, a loose 
demarcation separating In-
dian- and Chinese-controlled 
areas.

“As per established proto-
cols, he will be returned back 
to Chinese officials at the 
Chushul–Moldo meeting point 
after completion of formali-
ties,” the statement said.

China did not immediate-
ly comment on the soldier’s 
apprehension.

The high-altitude standoff 
between the Asian giants be-
gan in early May with a fierce 
brawl, and exploded into han-
d-to-hand combat with clubs, 
stones and fists on June 15 that 
left 20 Indian soldiers dead. 
China is believed to also have 
had casualties, but has not gi-
ven any details.
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An Indian army convoy moves on the Srinagar- Ladakh highway at Gagangeer, northeast of Srinagar, Indian-controlled Kashmir

Taiwanese, Chinese staffers injured after clash in Fiji
The Chinese side also cri-

ticized the National Day cele-
bration, saying it “violates the 
one-China principle and the 
relevant rules and regulations 
of the Fijian government, with 
an attempt to create ‘two Chi-
nas’ or ‘one China, one Taiwan’ 
internationally,” it added. The 
one-China principle refers to 
the idea that Taiwan, a self-ru-
led island democracy, is a part 
of China.

Yesterday afternoon, Chi-
na’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
spokesman Zhao Lijian, criti-
cized the flags and cake that 
the Taiwanese side displayed.

“Taipei’s Trade office in Fiji 
on October 8 flagrantly held a 
‘so-called’ national celebration 
event. The fake flag was publi-
cly displayed on the scene, and 
the cake was also marked with 
a fake flag pattern,” he said at 
a routine press briefing. Tho-
se actions “severely violate the 
one-China principle.”

Taiwan is recognized as an 
independent government by 
only 15 nations, most of them 
small and poor. But its demo-
cratically elected government 
has extensive commercial and 
informal ties with many na-
tions.

Fiji switched its diplomatic 
recognition to Beijing in 1975. 
The National Day event in 
Suva, the Fiji capital, was hos-
ted by the Taipei Trade Office.

Chinese diplomats have be-
come increasingly assertive 
abroad as Beijing intensifies 
its longstanding pressure on 
other governments to isolate 
Taiwan, which split with the 
mainland in 1949 following a 
civil war. 

This year, the Chinese Em-
bassy in Thailand accused cri-
tics of “betraying history” in 
a social media battle over the 
origin of the coronavirus ou-
tbreak and the status of Hong 
Kong and Taiwan. AP

India army apprehends Chinese soldier amid standoff

China detained at least 
10 Indian soldiers, including 
four officers, following the 
deadly brawl. They were re-
turned three days later after 
intense military and diplo-
matic negotiations.

The Indian army state-
ment said the Indian side 
had received an inquiry from 
China’s military “about the 

whereabouts of the missing 
soldier.”

The soldier “has been 
provided medical assistance 
including oxygen, food and 
warm clothes to protect him 
from the vagaries of extreme 
altitude and harsh climatic 
conditions,” the statement 
said.

India and China have 

each stationed tens of thou-
sands of soldiers backed by 
artillery, tanks and fighter 
jets and are bracing for a har-
sh winter in the cold-desert 
region, where temperatures 
can fall to minus 50 degrees 
Celsius (minus 58 Fahre-
nheit).

The nuclear-armed rivals 
have accused each other of 

crossing into rival territory 
and of firing shots for the 
first time in 45 years.

The sides have held seve-
ral rounds of talks by mili-
tary, diplomatic and political 
officials, including negotia-
tions between their foreign 
ministers and defense mi-
nisters in Moscow last mon-
th. Although the standoff has 

persisted, the talks seem to 
have calmed the situation 
along the border, with no 
new military aggression re-
ported for over a month now.

The fiercely contested 
Line of Actual Control se-
parates Chinese-held and 
Indian-held territories from 
Ladakh in the west to India’s 
eastern state of Arunachal 

Pradesh, which China claims 
in its entirety. It is broken in 
parts where the Himalayan 
nations of Nepal and Bhutan 
border China.

India claims the Chinese-
-controlled Aksai Chin pla-
teau as part of the Ladakh 
region.

According to India, the 
control line is 3,488 kilome-
ters (2,167 miles) long, while 
China says it is considerably 
shorter. The line divides the 
areas of physical control ra-
ther than territorial claims.

Relations between the 
two countries have often 
been strained, partly due to 
their undemarcated border. 
They fought a border war in 
1962 that spilled into Ladakh 
and ended in an uneasy tru-
ce. Since then, troops have 
guarded the undefined bor-
der and occasionally braw-
led. They have agreed not 
to attack each other with fi-
rearms.

India unilaterally decla-
red Ladakh a federal terri-
tory and separated it from 
disputed Kashmir in August 
2019, ending Indian-admi-
nistered Kashmir’s semi-
-autonomous status. It also 
vowed to take back the Aksai 
Chin plateau.

China was among the 
first countries to strongly 
condemn the move, raising 
it at international forums 
including the U.N. Security 
Council. AP
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WHO said the new 
measures being taken 

across Europe are 
‘absolutely essential’ 
in stopping Covid-19 
from overwhelming 

its hospitals

The British Government has announced plans to 
change the law regarding a suspect’s right to remain 
silent so that remaining silent could incriminate rather 
than protect a suspect.

The change would be introduced first in Northern Ire-
land from November. Similar restrictions are expected 
to be made in England and Wales at a later date.

The news comes after increased pressure from senior 
politicians, security forces and judges over the failure to 
convict suspects, even with incriminating evidence, be-
cause they have chosen to remain silent.

In the proposed change to the law judges will be able 
to interpret the meaning of a suspect’s silence and draw 
“an adverse inference” from it. However, a conviction will 
not be possible based on the silence alone.

Suspects will not be forced to speak, either in court or 
when being questioned at a police station, but the pro-
secution will be able to draw attention to the silence and 
invite the jury to consider the possible reasons behind it.

The problem has been highlighted in recent trials of 
IRA Provisionals. A man was recently acquitted despite 
the fact his fingerprints were found on a bag of firearms 
that were central to the case.

He failed to answer any questions or make a state-
ment to confirm any details.

Northern Ireland Secretary Tom King said the law nee-
ded to be changed to prevent the deliberate abuse that 
currently occurs. He said that the problem had “started 
with terrorists and has now pervaded through racketee-
ring into the whole system of criminal law”.

“The gross, determined and persistent abuse of that 
right to silence, and the training in procedures to avoid 
it, does pose a challenge to the whole system of justice” 
he added.

In a recent issue of the Provisional IRA’s newspaper, 
Republican News, advice was given on how to deal with 
interrogation. It ran below the headline ‘Whatever you 
say, say nothing’.

Courtesy BBC News

1988 New law could erode  
               right to sileNce

In context

The ability for a judge to consider the meaning of 
a suspect’s silence became law the following No-
vember as part of the Criminal Evidence (NI) Order 
1988.
In 1994 the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 
came into force and included a section outlining 
the fact that a person’s reason for remaining silent 
could be interpreted by a judge and jury.
The act caused a great deal of controversy and was 
seen by human rights activists as an erosion of a 
fundamental principle of English law that a person 
is innocent until proven guilty.
In response to widespread criticism of section 34 
of the act relating to police questioning, the Youth 
Justice and Criminal Evidence Act (1999) was intro-
duced to ensure no adverse inferences were drawn 
from a silent suspect until he or she had received 
legal advice.
In a study published by the Northern Ireland Office 
in 2000 it was revealed the number of people re-
fusing to testify had gone from 64% in 1987 to 25% 
in 1995.

this day in history

PANDEMIC

World struggles as 
confirmed Covid-19 
cases pass 40 million
MARIA CHENG, LONDON

T
HE number of 
confirmed CO-
VID-19 cases 
across the planet 

has surpassed 40 million, 
but experts say that is only 
the tip of the iceberg when 
it comes to the true im-
pact of the pandemic that 
has upended life and work 
around the world.

The milestone was hit 
yesterday, according to 
Johns Hopkins Universi-
ty, which collates reports 
from around the world.

The actual worldwide 
tally of COVID-19 cases is 
likely to be far higher, as 
testing has been variable, 
many people have had no 
symptoms and some go-
vernments have concealed 
the true number of cases. 
To date, more than 1.1 
million confirmed virus 
deaths have been repor-
ted, although experts also 
believe that number is an 
undercount.

The U.S., India and Bra-
zil are reporting by far the 
highest numbers of cases 
— 8.1 million, 7.5 million 
and 5.2 million respecti-
vely — although the global 

increase in recent weeks 
has been driven by a surge 
in Europe, which has seen 
over 240,000 confirmed vi-
rus deaths in the pandemic 
so far.

Last week, the World 
Health Organi-
zation said Eu-
rope had a re-
ported a record 
weekly high of 
nearly 700,000 
cases and said 
the region was 
responsible for 
about a third 
of cases glo-
bally. Britain, 
France, Russia 
and Spain ac-
count for about half of all 
new cases in the region, 
and countries like Belgium 
and the Czech Republic are 
facing more intense ou-
tbreaks now than they did 
in the spring.

WHO said the new mea-
sures being taken across 
Europe are “absolutely es-
sential” in stopping CO-
VID-19 from overwhel-
ming its hospitals. Those 
include new requirements 
on mask-wearing in Italy 
and Switzerland, closing 
schools in Northern Ire-

land and the Czech Repu-
blic, closing restaurants 
and bars in Belgium, im-
plementing a 9 p.m. curfew 
in France and having tar-
geted limited lockdowns in 
parts of the U.K.

The agency said several 
European cities could soon 
see their intensive care 
units overwhelmed and 
warned that governments 
and citizens should take 
all necessary measures to 
slow the spread of the vi-
rus, including bolstering 
testing and contact tra-
cing, wearing face masks 
and following social dis-
tancing measures.

WHO has previously 
estimated about 1 in 10 of 
the world’s population — 
about 780 million people 

— have been infected with 
COVID-19, more than 20 
times the official number 
of cases. That suggests the 
vast majority of the world’s 
population is still suscepti-
ble to the virus.

Some researchers have 
argued that allowing CO-
VID-19 to spread in popu-
lations that are not obviou-
sly vulnerable will help 
build up herd immunity 
and is a more realistic way 
to stop the pandemic ins-
tead of the restrictive lo-
ckdowns that have proved 
economically devastating.

But WHO Director-Ge-
neral Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus has warned 
against the belief that 

herd immunity 
might be a via-
ble strategy to 
pursue, saying 
this kind of pro-
tection needs to 
be achieved by 
vaccination, not 
by deliberately 
exposing people 
to a potentially 
fatal disease.

“Allowing a 
dangerous virus 

that we don’t fully unders-
tand to run free is simply 
unethical,” Tedros said last 
week. 

The U.N. health agency 
said it hopes there might 
be enough data to determi-
ne if any of the COVID-19 
vaccines now being tested 
are effective by the end 
of the year. But it warned 
that first-generation vacci-
nes are unlikely to provide 
complete protection and 
that it could take at least 
two years to bring the pan-
demic under control. AP

Manchester, England
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1-  Othello villain; 5- Calendar abbr.; 8- Squeezes (out); 12- Type of gun; 

13- Skedaddles; 15- Member of a great Peruvian people; 16- Actress Skye; 17- Aired 
again; 18- Rifle (through); 19- Impressive; 22- Prompt; 23- Writer Rand; 24- Strike 
with foot; 26- Former monetary unit of Finland; 29- Mediterranean arm; 31- Actor 
Linden; 32- John of England; 34- “The Zoo Story” playwright; 36- Env. notation; 38- 
Gossipmonger; 40- Forsaken; 41- Place; 43- A bit, colloquially; 45- U of U athlete; 
46- Wide of the mark; 48- Picks; 50- Rights org.; 51- Uris hero; 52- Orchestra’s place; 
54- Pretend to be; 61- Agitated state; 63- Give a false impression of; 64- Hgt.; 65- 
Blackthorn fruit; 66- Catches; 67- Slight; 68- Actress Daly; 69- Film director Lee; 
70- Not “fer”;
 
DOWN: 1- Fertility goddess of Egypt; 2- Riding; 3- Basic unit of heredity; 4- Kind 
of garage; 5- Novelist Waugh; 6- Andean country; 7- Actual; 8- Frozen Wasser; 
9- Slapstick; 10- Beige; 11- Gorge; 13- 
Honestly; 14- Reptile; 20- Small child; 
21- Baltic capital; 25- Red or white, in the 
blood; 26- Photo finish; 27- Modification; 
28- Bikini blast; 29- Cave; 30- Drat!; 31- 
Is afflicted with; 33- Lennon’s widow; 
35- Chemical ending; 37- Bust maker; 
39- Books of maps; 42- Painter of limp 
watches; 44- Prefix with -drome; 47- 
Deadens; 49- Picture theater; 52- Hey, 
over here!; 53- Inwardly; 55- Clinton 
cabinet member Federico; 56- Dash; 57- 
Diana of “The Avengers”; 58- Shake ___ 
(hurry); 59- Actress Hatcher; 60- Flat; 62- 
Driver’s aid;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You can certainly use your 
charm to get what you want 
today, but wouldn’t you rather 
go for a more challenging 
option? This is a good time to 
put yourself  to the test.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Growth is a good thing, but you 
should take a break from pushing 
yourself  right now. Today 
isn’t be best spent challenging 
yourself  or starting any difficult 
(if  revelatory) conversations.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Whatever it is that’s impeding 
your progress isn’t clear, and it isn’t 
important. There is no point in 
getting rid of  the obstacles right now. 
They aren’t going anywhere. Just try 
to have fun as you try to fun faster.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You need more time to devote to 
this issue, so if  you can, reschedule 
your day so you can pay attention 
to the people who really matter. 
You don’t have to address a certain 
issue or accomplish a specific goal. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You and this other person could 
make a very good combination 
because you balance each other 
out and challenge each other not 
to think in the same old ways 
you’re used to thinking.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Keep on keeping on. You are 
closer than ever to getting what 
you want, and if  you just keep 
going you’ll soon see a sign that 
things are about to change the 
way you want them to.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
When you encounter a new or 
confusing person today, be thorough 
with your questions. The more 
meticulous you are with what you 
want to know, the more perceptive 
you have the capacity to be.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Check in with one of  your more 
introverted friends today. As shy 
as you think they are, they have 
been doing some very exciting 
things with their life lately, and 
you should know about them. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Being able to get things off your 
chest will make you feel much better! 
That’s the secret about friends. It’s not 
all about how they can make your 
life better. It’s all about how they can 
make you feel better about yourself.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
People are giving you feedback 
that is genuine, although it might 
be hard for you to believe right 
now. These people aren’t just 
praising you for their health, 
they really mean it!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Positive results may be slow in 
coming right now, but other people 
are getting behind you more and 
more. Your personal cheerleading 
squad is growing, so your spirits 
will be shiny and bright.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You’ll be most interested in 
intellectual pursuits today, so feel 
free to put off plans for frivolous 
activities if  you can. Instead of  
shopping online, pick up a book 
and settle into a comfy chair.

  Aquarius Pisces



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
20.10.2020 tue

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
BUSINESS 經濟

10

B
LO

O
M

B
ER

G

CORPORATE BITS
Pansy Ho recounts experience of pioneering cultural tourism

Co-organized by Wynn Re-
sorts (Macau) S.A. and the 
National Conditions Education 
(Macau) Association, the four-
th ‘Wynn Cup – Macau Primary 
School Student National Edu-
cation Drawing Competition’ 
award ceremony was held at 
Wynn Palace on Friday. The 
competition attracted par-

Co-Chairperson and Execu-
tive Director of MGM China, 
Pansy Ho, was a guest speaker 
in the “New Concept, New 
Mindset, New Development” 
sharing session held on Oc-
tober 17, where she recounted 
how MGM has pioneered the 
integration of cultural heritage 

Wynn holds award ceremony for national drawing competition 
schools has remained high, 
with the children’s creative 
imaginations being ever richer 
and their painting skills cons-
tantly improving,” said Linda 
Chen, President and Executive 
Director of Wynn Resorts (Ma-
cau), in her keynote speech.

The awards have been held 
annually since 2016. Each year, 
the competition sets a theme 
that resonates with mainland 
China and Macau. More than 
40,000 local students have 
participated in the competi-
tion since its launch. 

The winners were presen-
ted with honorary certificates, 
trophies and prizes. There 
were two newly-added special 
awards this year, including the 
‘Most Childlike Influence’ and 
‘Most Popular Online Group’ 
awards. 

she said, according to a sta-
tement from the company. 
“Since our opening in 2007, we 
have broken with tradition and 
continued to integrate cultural 
heritage into tourism.” 

Citing an array of international 
art and green building awards, 
the casino executive said that 
MGM’s properties are “not only 
the epitome of originality in ar-
chitecture and design, but also 
masterpieces of art.”

The sharing session was one 
of the highlights of the “Dong 
Mingzhu Livestream Event 
Series” co-organized by Gree 
Electric Appliances Inc. of 
Zhuhai, Nam Kwong Cultural 
and Creative Industry Co.,Ltd, 
Sino-Luso Industry and Culture 
Exchange Promotion Associa-
tion (Macao) and Macao Brand 
Innovation Association.

ticipation from 42 schools, 
approximately 10,000 pri-
mary school students and 
youngsters from cities across 
the Greater Bay Area.

“Although this year’s awards 
ceremony was delayed com-
pared with previous years 
due to the pandemic, the en-
thusiasm of the participating 

and tourism over the past de-
cade.

During the sharing session, 
Pansy Ho related MGM’s de-
termination to take the lead in 
introducing original must-visit 
attractions. 

“MGM is a pioneer and ad-
vocate of cultural tourism,” 

CHINA’S recovery from the 
coronavirus pandemic con-

tinued in the third quarter and 
showed signs of broadening in 
September as consumer spen-
ding accelerated, keeping the 
economy on track to be the wor-
ld’s only major growth engine this 
year.

Gross domestic product expan-
ded 4.9% in the third quarter from 
a year ago, missing economists’ 
forecast for a 5.5% expansion. 
Both retail sales and industrial 
production gained momentum 
in September, reassuring markets 
that the recovery is on track.

China’s quarterly GDP misses 
estimates but year-to-date growth 
is positive again

The numbers show China’s 
early and aggressive containment 
of the coronavirus has set the 
economy up for a faster rebound 
than any of its peers. That’s a rare 
positive for a world economy still 
clawing its way out of its worst 
slump since the Great Depression 
- a revival further complicated by 
the resurgent virus in Europe and 
the U.S.

“It’s an encouraging and ho-
peful message for the rest of the 
world,” said Rob Subbaraman, 
global head of macro research at 
Nomura Holdings Inc. in Singa-
pore. “If you successfully handle 
the health crisis, your economy 
can recover.”

Retail sales expanded 3.3% in 
September from a year earlier, 
industrial production grew 6.9% 
and investment growth accele-
rated to 0.8% in the nine months 
to the end of the quarter. Strong 
import growth in the third quarter 
may have dented the GDP num-
ber, even though it’s broadly seen 
as a bullish sign for demand.

Output expanded 0.7% in the 
year to date, meaning that the 
world’s second-largest economy 
has now regained all the ground it 
lost in the early months of the year.

Markets were mixed on the 
news. The CSI 300 Index of stocks, 
which last week was within 1% of 
a five-year high, slipped 0.3% as 
of the mid-day break in Shanghai. 
The yuan was little changed near 
6.7 per dollar, after briefly trading 
at its strongest in 18 months.

 Underpinning the recovery 
has been the containment of the 
virus that has allowed factories to 
quickly reopen and capitalise on 
a global rush for medical equip-
ment and work-from-home te-
chnology. That export strength 
was offset by a recent increase 
in imports, depressing the con-
tribution of net trade to output 
growth.

“That should not be viewed ne-
gatively,” said Liu Peiqian, China 
economist at Natwest Markets Plc 
in Singapore, because the strong 
import growth suggests the re-
covery in underlying economic 
growth is accelerating.

The improving picture has 
come with relatively restrained 
government borrowing and cen-
tral bank easing compared to Chi-
na’s peers. Instead, the govern-
ment has focused on targeted su-
pport for business and the central 
bank on keeping liquidity flowing; 
today’s readings suggest there’s no 
need to change tack.

Central bank Governor Yi 
Gang said Sunday that China has 
“pro-active fiscal policy” and “an 
acommodative monetary policy 
to support the economy.”

“Right now, China has basically 
got Covid-19 under control,” Yi 

said in a webinar organized by the 
Group of 30. “In general, the Chi-
nese economy remains resilient 
with great potential. Continued 
recovery is anticipated which will 
benefit the global economy.”

Even with the virus under con-
trol, shoppers have spent about 
7% less in the first nine months 
of the year compared to the same 
period last year. Services sectors 
including tourism, education and 
travel are continuing to lag.

“The economy is not entirely 
back in its strongest shape,” Helen 
Qiao, chief Greater China eco-
nomist at Bank of America, told 
Bloomberg Television. “The servi-
ces sector is not doing that well.”

It’s also unclear how durable 
the recovery will prove to be given 
domestic pressures from unem-
ployment and rising corporate 
and household debt. China Ever-

grande Group, the world’s most 
indebted developer, has rattled 
investors amid fears for its finan-
cial health.

Much will also depend on how 
relations with the U.S. evolve after 
November’s presidential election. 
Any worsening of trade frictions 
could throw a spanner in the ex-
port revival.

Analysis of International Mo-
netary Fund data shows the pro-
portion of worldwide growth 
coming from China is expected 
to increase from 26.8% in 2021 
to 27.7% in 2025, according to 
Bloomberg calculations. The IMF 
says Chinese growth is virtually 
the only reason it expects global 
output to be 0.6% higher by the 
end of 2021 compared to the end 
of 2019.

Getting the economy quickly 
back on its feet is crucial to Chi-
na’s global ambitions. They were 
hammered home last week by 
President Xi Jinping during a tour 
of tech-hub Shenzhen, where he 
doubled down on calls to take 
the global lead in technology and 
other strategic industries.

Urging an “unswerving” com-
mitment to technological inno-
vation in a period of “changes 
unseen in a century,” Xi again 
promoted a need to become 
more self reliant, a policy that is 
expected to be a central part of a 
new 5-year economic plan that 
will be discussed at a Communist 
Party gathering expected later this 
month.

Nearer term, the return in 
consumer confidence has set 
the economy up for a strong fi-
nish to the year, said Natwest’s 
Liu. “GDP is on track to grow 
further into the fourth quarter.” 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

China’s economy plows on as 
world’s only major growth engine



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 20.10.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Portugal’s Joao Almeida competes during the 14th stage of the Giro d’Italia cycling race

CYCLING

Vuelta hopes to emulate Tour 
success with zero infections
T

HE Spanish Vuelta cycling 
race starts today amid tight 
health restrictions in the 
hopes of avoiding the coro-

navirus infections that have knocked 
some riders, including top conten-
ders, out of the Giro d’Italia.

Primoz Roglic is back to defend 
his title weeks after he lost the Tour 
de France on the final competitive 
stage. Two-time champion Chris 
Froome will be his main challen-
ger in his final grand tour for Ineos, 
formerly Team Sky, before he joins 
Israel Start-Up Nation next season. 
Thibaut Pinot, Alejandro Valverde 
and Johan Esteban Chaves are also 
among the contenders.

Despite the strong lineup, most of 
the focus will be on the success of the 
Vuelta’s health protocols.

The Vuelta is getting underway 
before the Giro finishes next 
weekend. The two grand tours, like 
the Tour de France, were postponed 
because of the pandemic, and the 
tight calendar forced the Vuelta and 
Giro to overlap.

The Tour finished without any 
infections except for race director 
Christian Prudhomme. The Giro, 

however, has lost two full teams to 
the virus. Mitchelton-Scott and Jum-
bo-Visma withdrew from the Italian 
race last week following a series of 
positive results from the first rest day. 
Overall contenders Simon Yates and 
Steven Kruijswijk were among those 
who tested positive.

With Spain struggling to contain 
its own resurgence in cases, Giro 
director Mauro Vegni said last week 
“seeing the numbers in Spain, I wou-
ld be very worried for the Vuelta if I 
was in (race director) Javier Guillén’s 
shoes.”

Guillén has tried to reassure the 
Vuelta participants and staff that the 

race can be held in safe conditions, 
following the example of the Tour. 
Both the Tour and the Vuelta are run 
by the same company.

All riders and staff for the teams 
and the race underwent tests on 
Sunday. The Vuelta will follow the 
same procedure as the Tour of re-
peating the tests on the race’s two 
rest days.

One difference from the Tour is 
that at the Vuelta a team will be asked 
to leave the race if two riders test po-
sitive, as opposed to two team mem-
bers, including staff, at the Tour.

The Vuelta has taken several steps 
that it hopes will keep the riders 

healthy and the race going until it 
reaches Madrid.

The public is encouraged not to 
gather at finish lines, and organizers 
will cut off access to the mountain 
passes that are popular gathering 
spots for fans to cheer the riders 
on the grueling ascents. The race is 
sending the message out on social 
media asking its fans to stay at home 
and watch the race from television 
this year.

A facial-recognition phone app 
will replace the traditional signature 
of riders at the start of each stage to 
reduce contact with pens and surfa-
ces.

All team members and race staff 
are asked to wear face masks, fre-
quently wash their hands, respect 
social distancing and have no con-
tact outside the traveling “race bub-
ble.”

A mobile testing laboratory will 
travel with the race in a 14-meter 
trailer. The lab will analyze all the tes-
ts during the race. Staffed by 18 spe-
cialists, it has the capacity to analyze 
up to 1,000 tests per day with results 
in 24 hours, race organizers said.

Every person accredited for the 
race must present a negative test re-
sult from within five days of the race 
start. AP

FIRST Grand Tour. First lengthy time 
trial. And first overall.
Portuguese rider João Almeida just 
keeps checking off new personal 
bests, the latest by increasing his grip 
on the pink jersey in the hilly 14th-
stage time trial of the Giro d’Italia over 
the weekend.
The 22-year-old Almeida has held the 
lead since a strong effort up Mount 
Etna in Stage 3.
“We learn every day,” Almeida said. 
“We’ll see how I react for the last week.”

Only seven stages remain before the 
race ends in Milan next weekend with 
another individual time trial -- although 
the final week is filled with grueling 
climbs through northern Italy and 
Almeida himself has acknowledged 
that he has no idea how his body will 
react to a third consecutive week of 
racing.
“I’m not afraid at all. I’ll just keep doing 
my race and we’ll see day by day,” he 
said. “So far I feel good. Today I felt 
good.”

In his 1st Grand Tour, 
Almeida keeps adding to his Giro lead
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Plan to retrieve Titanic radio 
spurs debate on human remains

People have been diving to the Titanic’s wreck for 35 years. No 
one has found human remains, according to the company that 
owns the salvage rights.

But the company’s plan to retrieve the ship’s iconic radio equi-
pment has sparked a debate: Could the world’s most famous 
shipwreck still hold remains of passengers and crew who died a 
century ago?

Lawyers for the U.S. government have raised that question in an 

ongoing court battle to block the planned expedition. They cite 
archaeologists who say remains could still be there. And they say 
the company fails to consider the prospect in its dive plan.

“Fifteen hundred people died in that wreck,” said Paul Johnston, 
curator of maritime history at the Smithsonian’s National Mu-
seum of American History. “You can’t possibly tell me that some 
human remains aren’t buried deep somewhere where there are no 
currents.” (More on macaudailytimes.com)

OPINION
Our Desk
Renato Marques

Libya Military leaders 
from Libya’s warring sides 
met yesterday in Geneva 
in hopes of a U.N.-
brokered breakthrough 
that could pave the way 
for a “complete and 
permanent cease-fire” 
in the conflict-ridden 
North African country. 
The meeting marks the 
fourth round of talks 
involving the Joint Military 
Commission under the 
watch of the head of the 
United Nations support 
mission for Libya, former 
U.S. State Department 
official Stephanie 
Williams. 

Greece A prosecutor 
yesterday recommended 
that all former lawmakers 
of the  extreme right 
Golden Dawn party who 
have been convicted 
and sentenced to 
prison for leading or 
participating in a criminal 
organization should be 
allowed to remain free 
until their appeal has 
been heard. Prosecutor 
Adamantia Economou 
argued that none of the 
former lawmakers was 
a flight risk or at risk of 
re-offending while they 
remain out of jail, and said 
most had a clean criminal 
record until their current 
conviction.

Poland’s government is 
transforming the National 
Stadium in Warsaw into 
a field hospital to handle 
the surging number of 
people infected with the 
coronavirus. Government 
spokesman Piotr Müller 
said yesterday that the 
stadium will have room 
for 500 patients and will 
be equipped with oxygen 
therapy for those who 
need it.

Pandemic After entire 
nations were shut down 
during the first surge of 
the coronavirus earlier 
this year, some countries 
and U.S. states are 
trying more targeted 
measures as cases rise 
again around the world, 
especially in Europe and 
the Americas. More on p8
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The Grand Prix of 
Ignorance

In less than a month, Macau will host the lar-
gest annual event in the city and one of the lar-
gest events in all of Asia – the Macau Grand Prix.

Although the event has been held without ex-
ception since 1954, some people in Macau think 
that it would be best to interrupt this stint of 66 
years on account of a virus that Macau got rid of 
over half a year ago.

I do agree that everyone is entitled to have an 
opinion and to express it, in the same way that 
I am doing here and now. But I also believe that 
to express such an opinion, people must first 
be informed about the topic on which they are 
conveying their opinion.

A few weeks ago, when the government annou-
nced that they would allow the entry of foreign 
nationals into Macau to participate in the local 
Grand Prix, a crowd of misinformed people took 
the Internet to convey their disagreement, con-
fusing facts and, above all, showing a high degree 
of ignorance that, I believe, must be addressed.

Among many comments that I read stating 
straightforward things like, “Just cancel the 
whole bloody event this year” and “They should 
not do Grand Prix this year,” there was one that 
I found particularly interesting because it was a 
little more elaborate.

For obvious reasons I will not name the author, 
because it does not matter, as his/her comment 
is just being used here to put things in context.

The comment went, “With the high cost and 
spending for this, better close the race for this 
year and use the saved funds for other impor-
tant issues that Macau has to face this year due 
to the actual situation created by this pandemic. 
Invest in something that creates new jobs and 
helps the economy…”

Let us get one thing straight people of Macau. 
If every year, the Macau Grand Prix is always 
a great source of income for many people and 
a great opportunity to increase the revenue of 
local companies that, one way or another, are 
linked to it, this year, due precisely to the Co-
vid-19 pandemic and its aftermath, the Grand 
Prix is even more important for all these people 
and companies alike.

Maybe you do not know, but I will explain, that 
in each edition there are probably hundreds of 
local small and medium-sized enterprises that 
depend enormously on this event to generate 
income and revenue.

These companies operate in a variety of sec-
tors such as food and beverage, clothing, trans-
portation, logistics, accommodation, adver-
tising, media, security, cleaning, translation, 
and all the other services that you can imagine 
– and guess what? You might even work for one 
of them.

Without the Grand Prix this year, the situation 
of many of these companies – already very weak 
– will only get worst. And, guess what, if they clo-
se, you lose your job and your income.

According to official figures provided by the 
Macau Grand Prix Organizing Committee, last 
year’s event alone generated revenue of 55.3 
million patacas. If you ask me, this is precisely 
an “investment in something that creates jobs 
and helps the economy,” as requested.

Just to put things even more in perspective, 
the city-state of Singapore has benefited since 
2008 from revenue of the equivalent to 12 billion 
patacas from its Formula One event, and this is 
just from “incremental tourism receipts” that 
are not related to the event itself but rather to 
indirect benefits generated by event for the re-
tail and services sectors.

Now someone explain to me what other rea-
sons can you find, rather than pure ignorance, 
to justify the cancelation of the whole Grand 
Prix event this year?

UK festival curator accuses 
UAE minister of sex assault

Thailand to censor 
coverage of protests

SYLVIA HUI, LONDON

THE chair of Britain’s 
Hay literary festival said 

yesterday [Macau time] the 
event will not return to Abu 
Dhabi after one of the fes-
tival’s curators alleged that 
she was sexually assaulted 
by the tolerance minister 
of the United Arab Emira-
tes while working with him. 
Lawyers for the minister la-
ter denied her account.

Caitlin McNamara alle-
ged she was attacked in Fe-
bruary by Sheikh Nahyan 
bin Mubarak Al Nahyan, 
a member of Abu Dhabi’s 
ruling family, the Sunday Ti-
mes reported. 

The Times said McNa-
mara, who had travelled to 
the UAE to work on the lau-
nch of the literary festival 
there, claimed she was as-
saulted by the sheikh when 
they met at a remote island 
villa.

British lawyers for Sheikh 
Nahyan denied McNama-
ra’s account, saying he was 
“surprised and saddened by 

THAI authorities worked 
yesterday to stem a 

growing tide of protests 
calling for the prime minis-
ter to resign by threatening 
to censor news coverage, 
raiding a publishing house 
and attempting to block the 
Telegram messaging app 
used by demonstrators.

The efforts by Prime Mi-
nister Prayuth Chan-ocha’s 
government to drain the 
student-led protests of su-
pport and the ability to or-

this allegation.” 
The Foreign Ministry of 

the UAE, a federation of se-
ven sheikhdoms on the Ara-
bian Peninsula also home 
to Dubai, said it does not 
comment on personal mat-
ters. When asked about the 
case, Britain’s Metropolitan 
Police confirmed that a wo-
man contacted the force on 
July 3 to report an allegation 
of rape, and said an initial 
statement has been taken 
from her.

The Associated Press 
does not usually name se-
xual assault victims, but 
McNamara agreed to be 
identified by the Sunday Ti-
mes, which ran her picture 
on the front page.

Hay Festival chair Ca-
roline Michel said her 
colleagues are committed 
to supporting McNamara 
in seeking legal action and 
said the festival will not re-
turn to Abu Dhabi while the 
sheikh remains in his post.

“What happened to 
our friend and colleague 
Caitlin McNamara in Abu 

ganize comes as they have 
grown in the capital and 
spread around the country, 
despite an emergency de-
cree, which bans public ga-
therings of more than four 
people in Bangkok, outlaws 
news said to affect national 
security and gives authori-
ties broad power to detain 
people.

The mostly young protes-
ters have gathered en masse 
across Bangkok the past six 
days to push their demands, 

Dhabi last February was an 
appalling violation and a 
hideous abuse of trust and 
position,” Michel said in a 
statement.

“Sheikh Nahyan bin Mu-
barak Al Nahyan made a 
mockery of his ministerial 
responsibilities and tragi-
cally undermined his go-
vernment’s attempt to work 
with Hay Festival to promo-
te free speech and female 
empowerment,” she added.

The sheikh’s ministry 
paid for the four-day fes-
tival in Abu Dhabi, which 
took place in late February 
and featured several fa-
mous authors. AP

which also include a contro-
versial call for reform of the 
monarchy.

The protesters char-
ge that Prayuth, an army 
commander who led a 
2014 coup, was returned to 
power unfairly in last year’s 
general election because 
laws had been changed to 
favor a pro-military party. 
The protesters say a cons-
titution written and passed 
under military rule is unde-
mocratic.


