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THE APPROVAL MECHANISM FOR 
NON-RESIDENT WORKERS MAY SOON 
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Japan’s government said 
yesterday it will pursue 
its nuclear fuel recycling 
program that would involve 
extracting plutonium 
from spent fuel, despite 
international concerns about 
the country’s already huge 
plutonium stockpile and lack 
of prospects for effectively 
consuming it as nuclear fuel.

Philippines yesterday lifted a 
ban on non-essential foreign 
trips by Filipinos, but the 
immigration bureau said the 
move did not immediately 
spark large numbers of 
departures for tourism and 
leisure. The government 
has gradually eased travel 
restrictions to bolster the 
economy, which slipped into 
recession in the second 
quarter following months 
of lockdown and quarantine 
to fight the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Indian army said yesterday 
that it returned Cpl. Wang 
Ya Long, from the People’s 
Liberation Army, who had 
strayed into the Indian side in 
the remote Ladakh region, 
where the two countries 
are locked in a monthslong 
military standoff.

Afghanistan At least 11 
women were trampled to 
death when a stampede 
broke out yesterday among 
thousands of Afghans 
waiting in a soccer stadium to 
get visas to leave the country, 
officials said. Attaullah 
Khogyani, the spokesman for 
the governor of the eastern 
Nangarhar province, said 
another 13 people, mostly 
women, were injured at the 
stadium, where they were 
trying to get visas to enter 
neighboring Pakistan. He said 
most of those who died were 
elderly people from across 
Afghanistan.

Pakistan A powerful blast 
ripped through a multistory 
building in Pakistan’s 
southern port city of Karachi 
yesterday, killing at least three 
people and wounding 15 
others, police and rescuers 
said. It was not immediately 
clear what caused the blast, 
but it appeared to be an 
accidental explosion, likely 
caused by the ignition of a 
cooking gas canister.
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WELCOME 
BACK TO BBQ

China is natural choice for 
Thailand’s tourism restart

A look inside 
Melco’s 

playground for 
the ultra-wealthy
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A controversial 
policy barring 

non-residents from 
booking time at 

the grills appears 
to have been 
overturned 
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ALL NOW WELCOME

IAM seen to overturn policy barring non-locals from BBQ

Doctor at 
public hospital 
conceals travel 
to Qingdao

A plastic surgeon 
at the Conde São 

Januário Hospital fai-
led to declare to his 
employer that he had 
traveled to Qingdao, 
China before resuming 
work. He has been 
asked by his employer 
to refrain from atten-
ding work for seven ad-
ditional days for safety 
reasons.

Qingdao has re-
cently recorded new 
infections of Covid-19. 
The health authority in 
Macau has announced 
that from October 13, 
all entrants who have 
traveled to Qingdao in 
the preceding 14 days 
should be quarantined 
as a precaution.

The Health Bureau 
has already changed the 
Macau Health Code of 
people with such travel 
history from green to 
yellow, hinting that they 
should conduct stricter 

health monitoring.
The surgeon in ques-

tion traveled to the 
mainland city between 
September 25 and Oc-
tober 5. Although not 
violating general mea-
sures, the Health Bu-
reau has required its 
medical staff to declare 
their travel history to 
the mainland city, so 
that superintendents 
can make special work 
arrangements when re-
quired.

The surgeon, howe-
ver, did not make such 
a declaration. In ad-
dition, he maintained 
his work in the clinical 
sector of the hospital, 
meaning that he has 
treated patients in the 
preceding days. He also 
has not presented his 
Health Code every day 
before work.

The surgeon has 
tested negative for Co-
vid-19. AL

Fire Services report drop in 
response services this year
RENATO MARQUES

THE Fire Services Bureau 
(CB) has reported a drop 

in all its services during the 
first nine months of this year, 
partly due to the reduction in 
the number of tourists.

According to the CB re-
port, the whole activity from 
the Bureau has registered a 
drop by 11.4% from January 
to September this year when 

compared with the same pe-
riod last year.

Leading the decrease was 
a 22% drop in the number of 
times that ambulances were 
called to attend incidents 
and transport injured people 
to the local hospitals.

The decrease in the num-
ber of ambulances dispat-
ched was related to the epi-
demic impact and the fall 
in the number of visitors to 

Macau, the CB said.
Cases of fire outbreaks 

registered a drop of 11.5% 
compared to the same pe-
riod in 2019. 

The CB also noted that 
from the total of 606 cases re-
ported in the first three quar-
ters of this year, 116 were due 
to small domestic incidents 
that caused burned food. 
In 384 cases there was also 
no need to use any firehose 

equipment to extinguish the 
fires.

On the topic, the CB also 
remarked that in the first 
nine months of 2020, the 
main reasons for the occur-
rence of fires was due to peo-
ple leaving their stoves on by 
mistake or forgetfulness and 
the burning of incense and 
votive papers, calling on citi-
zens to pay special attention 
to such factors.

DANIEL BEITLER

THE Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) appears to have over-

turned a controversial policy to 
bar non-residents from making 
appointments for barbeque 
(BBQ) facilities in public parks.

A statement issued last night 
by the municipal authority ack-
nowledged changes to the regu-
lations currently governing the 
use of BBQ sites.

The IAM statement did not 
directly mention a change to the 
policy, however it implied that 
certain restrictions were being 
eased “after assessing the num-
ber of users and the use of the re-
-opened barbecue area of Hac Sá 
Beach Park.”

Macau Daily Times was yes-
terday able to select the non-
-resident TNR card (commonly 
known as the bluecard) as the 

identification document use 
in the booking system. The Ti-
mes proceeded to complete the 
booking using the non-resident 
identification card and received 
a confirmation from the IAM 
shortly afterward.

Earlier this month, the IAM in-
troduced new rules to govern the 
reopening of BBQ facilities at the 
Hac Sá Beach Park in Coloane. 

The IAM required all interes-
ted parties to make an online 
appointment before being able to 

use the grillers, but the booking 
system was to accept local resi-
dent identification cards only. 
This provoked a backlash from 
many in Macau who turned to 
social media to vent their anger.

In accordance with social dis-
tancing measures recommended 
by the city’s health authorities, 
the initial rules also mandated a 
maximum of four people for each 
of the 55 grillers made available 
to the public. 

Under the amended regula-
tions announced yesterday, the 
maximum number of people for 
each griller has been expanded 
to eight, while the number of bar-
beque pits has grown to 78 across 
the three venues of Hac Sá Beach 
Park, Taipa Grande Natural Park 
and Hac Sá Reservoir Natural 
Park.

The trial program for the 
reopening of the BBQ pits at 

Hac Sá Beach Park was inten-
ded to last from October 16 un-
til October 29. The revision to 
the booking system entered into 
force yesterday, however the bar-
becue areas of Taipa Grande Na-
tural Park and Hac Sá Reservoir 
Natural Park will reopen only 
starting from tomorrow.

The IAM continues to urge 
members of the public to strictly 
comply with the disease preven-
tion guidelines issued by the Ma-
cau Health Bureau. 

In accordance with the gui-
delines, users of the barbecue 
areas are urged to display their 
Macau Health Code valid for the 
day upon entry, have their body 
temperature measured and wear 
a face mask, as well as keep a so-
cial distance of at least one meter 
from other people. Those who 
have a fever or respiratory symp-
toms will be refused entry.
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SMG considers hoisting 
typhoon signal today
LYNZY VALLES

A tropical cyclone signal may 
be considered today depen-

ding on the development of the 
northeast monsoon that has 
been affecting Macau since late 
afternoon yesterday, with the 
northerlies expected to streng-
then. 

In an update from the Meteo-
rological and Geophysical Bu-
reau yesterday, it noted that 
tropical storm Saudel was set to 
come within 800 kilometers of 
the SAR.

Since it is expected to move 
slowly and remain at a distance 
from Macau, it will not pose an 
immediate direct threat to Ma-
cau today.

According to the SMG, it will 
be slightly dry and cool in Macau 
over the days to come. 

Tropical storm Saudel entered 
the South China Sea yesterday 
morning. 

The bureau said earlier that 
the northeast monsoon will af-
fect Macau later this week.

As its forecast path and inten-
sity are still uncertain, the tro-
pical cyclone signal may still be 
considered, depending on the 

storm’s development. The public 
is advised to pay attention to the 
latest weather information.

Saudel will move across the 
central part of the South China 
Sea towards the vicinity of Hai-
nan Island and the central part 
of Vietnam in the next couple of 
days, where over 90,000 have al-
ready been displaced after weeks 
of bad weather. 

According to the Hong Kong 
Observatory, Saudel will also re-
main at a distance from Hong 
Kong and will be rather slow-
-moving for most of today, also 
posing no direct threat to the 
territory. With Saudel edging gra-
dually closer to the coastal areas 
of Guangdong, and depending 
on the track of Saudel and the 
changes in local wind strength, 
the observatory will consider 
whether to issue the Standby Sig-
nal, No. 1, later today.

Yesterday, the tropical storm 
lashed the Philippines, causing 
widespread flooding in provin-
ces south of Manila.  The rainfall 
was set to have coincided with 
La Niña and the high tide, which 
has caused waist-deep floodwa-
ters in the provinces south of the 
capital.  

Government reviewing 
non-residents labor quota
LYNZY VALLES

C
HIEF Executive Ho 
Iat Seng has said that 
the government is 
considering a change 

to the approval mechanism for 
qualified non-resident worker 
labor quotas. 

In a meeting with the re-
presentatives of the National 
People’s Congress in the SAR, 
the city’s top official said that 
workers from outside the SAR 
who seek to migrate to the 
region would need to make 
a substantial contribution to 
Macau, taking into account 
the employment situation of 
local residents, and that non-
-resident workers must be in-
troduced appropriately.

He explained that, in ge-
neral terms, the approval of 
the non-resident workers’ 
permits must be due to the 
demands associated with the 
adequate diversification of 
the economy and social deve-
lopment.

Ho made the comments af-
ter noting that he hoped for 
the region’s commercial sector 
to make more suggestions and 
actively encourage the diversi-
fication of Macau’s industries.

If the sector introduces 
good projects, Ho pledged that 
the government would be sure 
to provide the necessary su-
pport.

The current employment 
situation in Macau continues 
to weaken due to the impact 
of the coronavirus crisis on 
the city’s economy. Macau’s 
unemployment rate for the 
June to August period rose to 
4% for the resident workforce, 
and to 2.8% overall. 

Recent official data shows 
that during this period, the 
city had a total labor force of 
404,000 and a labor force par-
ticipation rate of 70.2%. A to-
tal of 392,500 were employed, 
276,600 of which were local re-
sidents. These figures decrea-
sed by 2,900 and 1,100, respec-
tively.

With the downturn of the 
economy, many local residen-
ts are finding it difficult to find 
another job, which implies 
that the hiring of non-local re-
sidents may be even tougher 
– particularly given the new 
employment law, which came 
into effect in early October. 

Since the new law prohibits 
people on tourist visas from 
seeking work and being di-
rectly employed by local com-
panies, these foreign workers 
will find it more difficult to get 
hired as the city still currently 
bans foreign people from en-
tering Macau, even if a com-
pany is willing to hire them.

It is yet to be disclosed how 
the government will improve 
the approval mechanism of 
labor quotas for non-resident 
workers, but until the eco-
nomy recovers, it is likely that 
there may be a freeze in hiring 
non-locals, noting that it is a 
priority for the government to 
employ local residents prior to 
foreign workers. 
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Casinos expected to post combined $823 million quarterly loss
MACAU casino ope-

rators are expected 
to post a combined loss 
of more than $800 million 
in earnings before inte-
rest, tax, depreciation 
and amortization (EBIT-
DA) for the quarter ended 
September 30, according 
to a Bloomberg survey of 
analysts’ estimates.

Each of the six opera-
tors, which will begin re-
porting earnings in the 
coming weeks, will likely 
show negative quarterly 
EBITDA, according to the 
survey of seven brokera-
ges. 

SJM Holdings Ltd. and 
MGM China Holdings 
Ltd. are expected to report 
the biggest percentage 
changes from a year ear-
lier at -171% and -150% 
respectively, according to 
the analysis. The smallest 
percentage change is ex-
pected to be recorded by 
Galaxy Entertainment 
Group and Melco Resorts 
at -127% and -129% res-
pectively. 

The industry average 
will be a -135% change to 
EBITDA compared to the 
same quarter a year ear-
lier.

Macau’s casino industry 
has seen gaming revenue 
plunge by no less than 90% 
for six straight months 
as the pandemic forced 
countries to shut borders.

Gross gaming reve-
nue in the third quarter 
fell 93.1%, compared to a 
95.6% contraction in the 
second quarter. That se-
quential improvement 
amounted to a 51.1% in-
crease quarter-to-quarter.

A slow recovery is un-
derway after China gra-
dually eased travel restric-
tions over the past quarter 
and formed a travel bubb-

le with the world’s largest 
gambling hub. However, 
inconvenient entry requi-
rements are still making it 
difficult for mainland pa-
trons to visit the city. As a 
consequence, Macau trails 
other gambling hubs in 
bouncing back from Co-
vid-19.

Many in Macau were 
left disappointed this 
month after the Golden 
Week period failed to re-
suscitate the city’s stag-
nant economy. Many small 
businesses had been ho-
ping for a tourism bounce 
signaling that the worst of 

the pandemic was over.
Mainland Chinese visitor 

arrivals during the Golden 

Week holiday were still 84% 
lower compared with a year 
earlier. DB/BLOOMBERG

Projected change in 
third quarter EBITDA*

Operator

Sands China

Wynn Macau

Melco Resorts

MGM China

Galaxy Entertainment Group

SJM Holdings

Sector average

 % change

-132%

-144%

-129%

-150%

-127%

-171%

-135%

* AS PREDICTED BY A BLOOMBERG SURVEY OF ANALYSTS’ ESTIMATES

Macau 
denies Ao 
Man Long 
request for 
Portugal 
transfer
THE local government has de-

nied a request from the former 
Secretary for Transport and Public 
Works to serve the remainder of 
his 29-year sentence in Portugal. 

Citing an unnamed source in 
the Portuguese government, Ma-
cau Business reported that the 
request has been denied on ac-
count of Ao holding Chinese na-
tionality. 

Former Secretary Ao Man 
Long, who was sentenced in 2008 
to 29 years behind bars for the 
crimes of corruption, money lau-
ndering and abuse of power, had 
invoked his status as a Portugue-
se citizen to make the request. 
The request is made possible by 
an Agreement for the Transfer of 
Sentenced Persons between the 
two jurisdictions.

However, the unnamed source 
from the Portuguese attorney-ge-
neral’s office told Macau Business 
that Ao “was considered to be 
of Chinese nationality, thus not 
meeting the conditions to be able 
to be transferred.”

If Macau had approved the 
transfer, the case would have 
been transferred to the central go-
vernment to have its final say. The 
transfer would only have been 
possible if all the concerned par-
ties had agreed to it. 

Ao is currently being held in a 
high-security section of the Co-
loane Prison.

There is no recourse for Ao to 
appeal this decision. DB

IC official wins appeal 
over 30-day suspension
RENATO MARQUES

A department head from the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 

has won an appeal to the Court of 
Second Instance (TSI) over a de-
cision by former Chief Executive 
Chui Sai On that, following a dis-
ciplinary procedure, imposed a 
penalty of 30 days of suspension 
from duties. The appeal victory 
was announced by the Office of 
the President of the Courts of Se-
cond Instance and Final Appeal 
(TUI) has announced.

The subject of the appeal was 
a case in which the IC official hi-
red staff directly and without a 

tender under a “service provision 
agreement.”

According to the report by the 
person responsible for carrying 
out the disciplinary procedure, 
the official had violated the duty 
of diligence and the specific du-
ties to which the government 
management and leadership sta-
ff are bound. 

Trusting this report, the for-
mer Chief Executive issued an 
order, mandating a disciplinary 
sentence of 30 days’ suspension 
from duties for the IC depart-
ment head.

Not pleased with this decision, 
the civil servant appealed to the 

TSI, which, after analyzing the 
case, concluded that the penalty 
had been given on the basis that 
she had failed to care for her pro-
fessional duties. According to the 
TSI, this reason does not have a 
legal justification or proof, since 
the department head was subjec-
ted to performance evaluations 
that classified her performance 
at work as zealous and gave the 
rating “very good” several times. 

Her appointment as depart-
ment head had resulted from this 
strong performance at work, on 
account of which the court esta-
blished that such an allegation, 
used in the final report to justify 

her penalty, does not have legal 
grounds.

For this reason, and because 
the official has no legal training 
and the work contracts signed 
were assessed by other peo-
ple that did possess such legal 
knowledge and did not interve-
ne promptly, the TSI considered 
that the act was deficient in its 
justification and must be voided.

Nevertheless, the TSI judges 
maintain that the actions of the 
defendant go against the Macau 
Public Administration Workers 
Statute (ETAPM) rules and that, 
for this reason, the department 
head should be held responsible 
for some wrongdoing.

Is it likely that the government 
will continue to pursue legal lia-
bility from the IC department 
head by filing an appeal regar-
ding the sentence to the Court of 
Final Appeal.
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IAM plans to 
extend Taipa 
bicycle trail to 
Friendship Bridge

In response to lawmaker Lei 
Chan U’s recent written inquiry, 
José Tavares, president of 
the Executive Committee of 
the Municipal Affairs Bureau, 
has disclosed that the bureau 
has sourced design plans 
for the coastal leisure area 
and cycling trail that would 
extend the trail from Sai Van 
Bridge to Amizade Bridge. 
The design is expected to be 
concluded by mid-2021. The 
actual work should commence 
after the design’s completion 
and take place in two phases. 
Meanwhile, Tavares also 
disclosed that his bureau is 
considering the possibility of 
extending the trail to connect 
the cycling trail next to 
Broadway Macau.

A-Ma Culture and 
Tourism Festival’s 
parade to run at 
one-tenth scale

The organizing entity of the 
A-Ma Culture and Tourism 
Festival has recently disclosed 
that the parade section of the 
festival will remain this year 
amid the pandemic, but at 
one-tenth of its original scale. 
While last year’s festival saw 
3,000 participants, this year 
will only see 300. The entity 
stressed that attendees will 
also be local residents. The 
parade will start at 3 p.m. this 
coming Sunday and will travel 
from Fai Chi Kei to Iao Hon 
Garden. Meanwhile, the main 
component of the festival, 
which involves a different 
parade across the city, will be 
postponed for a year to take 
place in October 2021. 

Gov’t has 
no plan to 
centralize vehicle 
administration

The government, in its 
response to lawmaker 
Sulu Sou’s inquiry on the 
administration of government 
vehicles, has said that it has 
no plan to centralize their 
management. The government 
is administering a total of 
2,028 public vehicles, but the 
management is conducted 
by different bureaus. The 
lawmaker submitted the inquiry 
to ask whether the government 
is willing to take unified control 
over the management of public 
vehicles to improve efficiency. 
The Public Administration and 
Civil Service Bureau added 
that it is working on digitizing 
government correspondence 
which, in the future, will 
help reduce the need for 
public vehicles delivering the 
correspondence to different 
bureaus.

Melco’s wealthy toy playground 
launches into second phase
ANTHONY LAM

T
HE City of Dreams in-
tegrated resort welco-
med new merchandise 
to the second version of 

“TheArsenale” pop-up store, with 
new products including a NA-
SA-branded basketball, a sports 
car and hydrofoil, among other 
products that appeal to the ultra-
-wealthy.

TheArsenale is the first worl-
dwide marketplace dedicated to 
the motion universe, according 
to its organizer, which connects 
the world’s best niche vehicle-
-makers, brands and talented de-
signers with petrolheads, discer-
ning collectors and art nuts. The 
store brings together a remarka-
ble array of rare cars, private jets, 
submarines, custom motorcycles, 
exclusive branded boats, bicycles 
and graphic skateboards, timepie-
ces, artworks and more. 

Titled TheArsenale V2, the new 
store is, as the resort operator 
describes, “still the world’s most 
insane garage.” From extravagant 
toys to eye-opening art, visitors 
can explore a thrilling collection 
of products fusing art and tech-
nology.

In TheArsenale V2, observers, 
enthusiasts and prospective 
customers can have the chance 
to see some of the rarest vehi-
cles and merchandise on land, 
sea, air, and space. 

These include the world’s 
most advanced passenger dro-
ne “Ehang”, the most extreme 
road legal mono-driver machi-
ne “Bac Mono”, the world’s first 
recreational electrical foil boat 
“Quadrofoil Q2”, as well as the 
Alpine A110 designed and ma-
nufactured by the Formula 1’s 
newest entry for the 2021 sea-
son.

The Ehang is manufactured 
by a Guangzhou company and 
is gradually being developed as 
an “air taxi” in the city. On the 
outside, it appears to be a lar-
ge version videography drone, 
with a total of eight rotors along 
its circumference.

On the inside, the machi-
ne has two seats and a luggage 
compartment. It can take up to 
a maximum weight of 250 kilo-
grams. A dedicated app can be 
used to call the machine to the 
pickup point and it will trans-
port passengers or cargo to their 
destinations automatically.

The manufacturer aims to 
market it as an intercity or in-
ter-district transporter, as it has 
a maximum range of around 30 
kilometers, which is more or less 
the straight-line distance be-
tween Macau and Zhongshan.

As for the Quadrofoil, it looks 
like a speedboat that comes with 
four “supporters” – two on both 
sides – to raise up the boat when it 
goes fast enough. It resembles the 
Jetfoil. The boat comes without a 
roof and can take two people, one 
after the other.

The boat feeds on electricity 
and can be fully recharged within 
four hours. No dedicated power 
outlet is required. Meanwhile, it 
has a seven-meter minimum tur-
naround radius, appropriate for 
smaller ponds or lagoons.

The Bac Mono, on the other 
hand, is a roofless, single-seat 
sports car that generates 332hp 
and 400Nm of torque. With a 
feather light body at 570kg only, 
it can easily reach a maximum 
speed of 274km/h. From static 
to 100km/h, it only needs 2.8 se-
conds.

At the same venue, there are 
two video-racing simulators for 
viewers to experience driving on 

the Guia Circuit. The resort ope-
rator is organizing a Greater Bay 
Area e-race championship at later 
date, that will employ the simula-
tors.

TheArsenale V2 is now dis-
playing daily at The White Gallery, 
the high-ceiling exhibition space 
at City of Dreams. Entry is free-of- 
charge so anybody can visit the 
gallery to explore modern race 
cars and exotic watercrafts, in-
credible flying machines and le-
gendary motorcycles. The resort 
does not require visitors to make 
any purchase in order to visit the 
gallery.

Following the launch of hi-
gh-profile locations in Paris, 
Miami and Dubai, TheArsenale 
showroom at City of Dreams has 
featured more than 40 extraordi-
nary machines and other unique 
items guaranteed to excite col-
lectors and speed demons alike. 
These included a Formula 1 and 
Formula E, two speed machines 
showcasing the ultimate racing 
technology from one of the fas-
test motorsports disciplines in 
the world, together with Robo-
race, the first pilot-less car ever 
to compete in racing events, and 
Centauri’s pioneering Valkyrie.

Alpine A110

Beau Lake

BAC Mono

Ehang AAV
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39 Chinese are Thailand’s first 
foreign tourists in seven months

Strongest yuan in two years tests China’s tolerance for gains
TRADERS are testing 

China’s tolerance for a 
strong yuan, which keeps 
rallying no matter what of-
ficials do to rein in appre-
ciation.

The currency climbed 
as much as 0.55% to its 
strongest since July 2018 
yesterday, even after the 
People’s Bank of China 
set its daily reference rate 
weaker than analysts had 
expected. Traders have 
pushed the yuan stronger 
than the so-called fixing 
for six days, a sign of confi-
dence that it will continue 
to rally.

The offshore yuan, who-
se moves aren’t limited by 
the fixing, suggests tra-
ders based beyond main-
land China are even more 
bullish. The rate has been 
stronger than its onshore 
counterpart for the lon-
gest stretch in more than 
a year. Deutsche Bank AG 
strategists were the latest 
to join a growing chorus 
of market watchers pre-

dicting the yuan will gain 
if the Democrats win the 
U.S. elections.

History shows taking a 
one-way view on China’s 
currency is often a dan-
gerous strategy and so-
mething officials have re-
peatedly acted to prevent. 
While it’s unclear whether 
Beijing is growing uncom-
fortable with the pace of 
the yuan’s rally, what’s cer-
tain is that the government 
would have to do a lot 
more to deter traders from 
driving up the exchange 
rate.

“The market has pro-
bably become overly com-
placent now, with no risks 
being priced in properly 
at all,” said Stephen Chiu, 
a strategist at Bloomberg 
Intelligence. It would be 
“easy” for Beijing to rein in 
the advance, he said, ad-
ding the government may 
next relax capital controls 
to allow more outflows. 
“While fundamentals su-
pport the yuan to keep 

appreciating in the coming 
months, one should turn 
more cautious from a risk-
-to-reward standpoint.”

Less than two weeks 
ago China scrapped a two-
-year rule that made it ex-
pensive to bet against the 
yuan, which was widely 
interpreted as a tactic to 
rein in the advance. Whi-
le the yuan tumbled the 
most in nearly seven mon-
ths afterward, it quickly 
reversed the losses. The 
government had allowed 
domestic institutional in-
vestors to buy more over-
seas assets in September 
- which can encourage 
some capital outflow - but 
that has also failed to slow 
the yuan’s ascent.

The currency of the 
world’s second-largest 
economy has surged al-
most 5% over the past 
three months, the most 
in Asia after the South 
Korean won. The onsho-
re yuan traded at 6.6565 
a dollar as of 5:24 p.m. in 

Shanghai.
In addition to dollar 

weakness, the yuan is 
being underpinned by a 
wide interest-rate pre-
mium over the rest of the 
world. China’s 10-year go-
vernment bond yield has 
been trading around 3.2%, 
sending the gap versus the 
yield on U.S. Treasuries to 
near the highest on record.

The PBOC has a raft of 
other tools in its kit. One 

of its preferred measures 
is to set the daily fixing - 
which limits moves to 2% 
in either direction -- at le-
vels weaker than market 
watchers expect. It could 
also relax capital controls 
installed after a shock de-
valuation five years ago 
and mobilize state-backed 
banks to sell the yuan.

The rally has also been 
aided by the economy’s 
rebound from the virus 

pandemic. That recovery 
continued in the July-Sep-
tember period, when gross 
domestic product expan-
ded by 4.9% from a year 
earlier. The prospects of a 
victory by Joe Biden over 
Donald Trump in the upco-
ming U.S. presidential elec-
tion are also supporting the 
currency. Trump’s trade war 
with China last year sent 
the currency to its lowest 
since 2008. BLOOMBERG

JERRY HARMER, BANGKOK

THAILAND’S tourist industry 
took a modest step toward 

reviving its coronavirus-batte-
red fortunes this week by wel-
coming 39 visitors who flew in 
from Shanghai, the first such 
arrivals since regular travelers 
were banned almost seven mon-
ths ago.

The visitors who arrived at 
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi Air-
port are pioneers in a “Special 
Tourist Visa” program devised 
by Thai authorities to restore 
step by step a sector of the eco-
nomy that welcomed almost 40 
million foreign visitors last year 
and by some estimates accounts 
for more than 10% of the coun-
try’s GDP.

China was a natural choice 
for restarting tourism. Thailand 
was one of the top overseas des-
tinations for Chinese tourists in 
2019, when they accounted for 
by far the largest number of vi-
sitors to Thailand by nationality. 
Just as crucial is that China has 
largely contained the virus do-
mestically, in sharp contrast to 
other countries.

Thailand has had only a han-
dful of domestic cases since 
June, and China’s few local ou-
tbreaks have dissipated quickly 
after authorities took steps such 
as testing entire cities and qua-

rantining communities with po-
tential exposure.

Thailand’s newest visitors 
cannot freely traipse around the 
country, however. 

Under the program approved 
by the Thai Cabinet in Septem-
ber, foreign tourists who com-
mit to a stay of at least 30 days 
are issued 90-day visas that can 
be renewed twice. After arriving, 
they must stay in government-

-approved quarantine at a hotel 
or hospital for 14 days and prove 
they have long-term accommo-
dations. They must have special 
insurance policies, undergo pre-
-departure testing for the virus 
and download an official coro-
navirus-tracking application for 
use during their stay.

An operations manager at 
Suvarnabhumi Airport said 
it is ready for tourists with a 

testing system that gives the 
result within 90 minutes. He 
said arrivals have to go throu-
gh three thermal scans as they 
make their way through the 
airport.

“We can assure everyone that 
all our measures are systematic 
and meet international stan-
dards,” the manager, Kittipong 
Kittikachorn, told The Associa-
ted Press.

Members of the media were 
not allowed to meet with the ar-
riving tourists.

At least two other flights from 
China are expected later this 
month, and Thailand’s tourism 
ministry expects about 400 fo-
reign visitors in early November. 
Future flights may land in des-
tinations other than Bangkok, 
such as the southern resort is-
land of Phuket. AP

A Chinese tourist in from Shanghai, who arrived at Suvarnabhumi airport on a special tourist visa, in Bangkok
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Beijing criticizes the 
initiative as an attempt 
to create a NATO in Asia

NINIEK KARMINI 
& MARI YAMAGUCHI, JAKARTA

J
APAN’S new prime minister 
pledged yesterday to help 
Southeast Asian nations in-
crease their maritime securi-

ty capabilities, as he used his first 
overseas trip as leader to push his 
country’s vision for greater inter-
national cooperation to counter 
China’s influence in the region.

Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, 
speaking in the Indonesian capi-
tal, also took a thinly veiled dig at 
China’s activities in the disputed 
South China Sea, where it has built 
and militarized manmade islands 
and is pressing its claim to vir-
tually all of the sea’s key fisheries 
and waterways.

A number of Southeast Asian 
nations dispute China’s claims to 
the waters.

“In the Indo-Pacific that con-
nects maritime transport between 
Japan and ASEAN, we can achieve 
the peace and prosperity only by 
fully implementing rule of law that 
allows anyone freedom and open-
ness,” Suga told a news conference 
in Jakarta. ASEAN is the 11-coun-
try Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations. 

“But in the South China Sea, 
opposite actions are being taken 
and we are closely watching with 
grave concern,” Suga said. “Japan 
opposes to any action that wou-
ld increase tensions in the South 

China Sea.”
Suga reiterated that all parties 

involved in the South China Sea 
disputes must make peaceful ef-
forts toward resolution, not by for-
ce or threat. 

Suga pledged to strengthen 
bilateral defense ties with Sou-
theast Asian nations and promi-
sed further assistance to step up 
their maritime policing, including 
training and equipment transfer 
from the Japanese Coast Guard. 

Suga was wrapping up his vi-
sit to Indonesia, the second leg of 
his four-day tour that started from 
Vietnam. Suga chose Vietnam and 
Indonesia for his first overseas 
trip since succeeding Shinzo Abe 
as prime minister last month in 
order to demonstrate the region’s 
importance to Japan.

Japan considers China’s 
growing military activity to be a 
security threat and its defense pa-
pers have accused China of uni-
laterally changing the status quo 
in the South China Sea with its 
actions there. Japan is also con-
cerned about China’s claim to the 
Japanese-controlled Senkaku Is-

lands, called Diaoyu in China, in 
the East China Sea.

In both Indonesia and Vietnam, 
Suga has stressed that Southeast 
Asian countries are key to achie-

ving what Japan terms a “Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific,” a vision of eco-
nomic and security cooperation 
between nations that was started 
by Abe as a way to counter China’s 

growing might and influence.
Suga denied China’s criticism 

that the initiative is an attempt to 
create a NATO in Asia. 

“Achieving a rule-based free 
and open Indo-Pacific in this re-
gion contributes to the peace and 
prosperity for the entire world,” 
Suga said. The plan is not inten-
ded for special membership but 
“we can cooperate with any coun-
try that shares the view,” he added.

Suga agreed with Indonesian 
President Joko Widodo to work 
toward holding a fresh round of 
foreign and defense ministerial 
talks and to speed up ongoing ne-
gotiations for defense equipment 
and technology transfer. Suga sig-
ned a defense equipment export 
agreement with Vietnam on that 
leg of his trip.

Japan has defense equipment 
transfer deals with 11 other coun-
tries, including the U.S., Britain, 
the Philippines and Malaysia, and 
is negotiating with Thailand.

Japan eased its arms exports 
ban in 2014 and has since been 
promoting exports of defense 
equipment. AP

Japan PM pushes closer Southeast 
Asia ties in China counter

Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga speaks to the media during a press 
conference in Jakarta
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One of Britain’s most 
notorious double-agents, 
George Blake, has esca-
ped from prison in Lon-
don after a daring break-
-out believed to have 
been masterminded by 
the Soviet Union.

Wardens at Wormwood 
Scrubs prison last saw 
him at the evening roll call, 
at 1730 GMT.

An hour-and-a-half la-
ter, his cell was discovered 
to be empty.

After a short search, the 
escape route was found. 
Bars in a window at the end of a landing had been sawn 
away and a rope ladder hung down inside the prison wall.

Blake is believed to have taken advantage of the free 
association allowed between prisoners on Saturday af-
ternoons in the long-term wing, where he had his cell.

He had served a little over five years of his 42-year 
sentence.

He was not under high security at the prison, and the 
privileges he enjoyed have been heavily criticised in the 
wake of his escape.

He was removed from the list of likely escapers after 
only a year, and wardens were said to have been lulled 
into a false sense of security by his seeming acceptance 
of his exceptionally long sentence.

Blake was charged under the Official Secrets Act in 
May 1961. During his trial, part of which was held in ca-
mera, he pleaded guilty to five counts of passing on se-
crets to the Soviet authorities.

He was sentenced to the maximum of 14 years on 
each of three counts, to run consecutively - a total of 
42 years. It was the longest jail term any British court had 
handed down to an individual to date.

He spent nine years as a double-agent after being 
converted to Communism while a prisoner of war in 
Seoul, during the Korean War.

During this time, he is believed to have betrayed the 
names of more than 40 British agents to the Sovie-
ts. Many disappeared, and were thought to have been 
executed.

His actions devastated British secret service opera-
tions in the Middle East. He is believed to have passed 
on the names of almost every British agent working in 
Cairo, Damascus and Beirut.

Lord Parker, Lord Chief Justice, the judge sentencing 
him, likened his actions to treason, and said, “It is one 
of the worst that can be envisaged other than in a time 
of war.”

Courtesy BBC News

1966 Double-agent breaks 
              out of jail

In context

After escaping from Wormwood Scrubs, George 
Blake made his way to Moscow, where he has lived 
ever since in a state-owned flat.
He left his three children behind, divorcing his wife 
and starting a new family in Russia. Once in the 
USSR, he was treated as a national hero.
He published his autobiography, No Other Choice, 
in 1990. He received about £60,000 from the 
book’s British publisher before the government 
stepped in to freeze the remaining £90,000 he had 
been promised.
In May 2003, he accused the British government 
of breaching his human rights by confiscating the 
money. He was awarded £5,000 compensation in 
September 2006.
In a television interview broadcast by the state 
television channel in 2002 to celebrate his 80th 
birthday, he described the years he has spent in 
Russia as “the happiest of my life”.
He has always insisted that none of the spies he 
betrayed was executed.

this day in historyGrowing N. Korean 
nuclear threat awaits 
US election winner

DEB RIECHMANN, 
WASHINGTON

W
HERE’S the 
war? That’s 
how Presi-
dent Donald 

Trump defends his Nor-
th Korea policy at cam-
paign rallies even though 
he’s joined the list of U.S. 
presidents unable to stop 
the ever-growing nuclear 
threat from Kim Jong Un. 
That threat will transcend 
the November election, 
no matter who wins.

Despite Trump’s three 
meetings with Kim, the 
North Korean leader is ex-
panding his arsenal. This 
month, Kim rolled out a 
shiny new, larger inter-
continental ballistic mis-
sile during a nighttime 
parade in Pyongayng. 

Arms experts said 
the missile could possi-
bly fire multiple nuclear 
warheads at the Uni-
ted States. It serves as a 
reminder that despite 
Trump’s boasts, North 
Korea remains one of the 
biggest dangers to U.S. 
national security. 

North Korea hasn’t 
been a major campaign 
issue, though it could sur-
face in Thursday’s debate, 
which is supposed to in-
clude a national security 
segment. Democrat Joe 
Biden has blasted Trump’s 
chummy relationship 
with Kim, saying that, 
if elected, he would not 
meet the North Korean 
leader unless diplomats 
first draft a comprehen-
sive agreement. Trump, 
meanwhile, predicts he 
can get a deal quickly if 
reelected, citing the dire 
conditions in North Ko-
rea.

Talk of a quick deal is 
probably just talk becau-
se there’s no sign of sig-
nificant contacts between 
Washington and Pyon-
gyang, says Bruce Kling-
ner, a research fellow at 
the Heritage Foundation 
and former CIA Korea de-
puty chief. He and other 
North Korea watchers say 
they are bracing for Kim 
to showcase his military 
might again after the U.S. 
election. 

“North Korea alrea-
dy has an ICBM that can 
range all over the United 
States, down to Florida 
and beyond, so the only 
reason to have an even 
larger missile is to be able 
to carry a larger payload,” 
Klingner said. He said it’s 
likely that North Korea 
will “do something stron-
gly provocative early next 
year, regardless of who is 

elected president.”
North Korea is conti-

nuing to produce nuclear 
material, according to a 
Congressional Research 
Service report. In addi-
tion, between May 2019 
and late March 2020, Nor-
th Korea conducted mul-
tiple short-range ballistic 
missile tests in violation 
of United Nations Securi-
ty Council prohibitions. 

Multiple diplomatic 
initiatives during both 
Democratic and Republi-
can administrations have 
failed to get North Ko-
rea to give up its nuclear 
weapons in exchange for 
sanctions relief. Trump 
dared to be different, op-
ting for in-person meetin-
gs with Kim in Singapore, 
Hanoi and the Demilitari-
zed Zone.

But despite the sum-
mits and exchanges of 
what Trump called “love” 
letters, his administra-
tion has been unable to 
get traction on denuclea-
rizing North Korea. The 
last known working group 
meeting was last October.

Even so, Trump is still 
claiming victory, saying 
he’s kept the U.S. out of 
war with North Korea. 

“Where’s the war?” he 
asked supporters last 
week in Greenville, Nor-
th Carolina. He’s used the 
same line in other cam-
paign speeches in battle-

ground states. 
“We have a good rela-

tionship with Kim Jong 
Un,” he said in Freeland, 
Michigan. “Who knows 
what likely happens? All I 
know is we’re not in war 
and that’s OK.”

Biden says that if he’s 
elected, he will inherit a 
North Korean challenge 
that is worse than when 
Trump took office.

“After three made-for-
-TV summits, we still 
don’t have a single con-
crete commitment from 
North Korea,” Biden said 
in a statement on North 
Korea. “Not one missile or 
nuclear weapon has been 
destroyed. Not one ins-
pector is on the ground. 
If anything, the situation 
has gotten worse.”

He added: “North Ko-
rea has more capability 
today than when Trump 
began his ‘love affair’ with 
Kim Jong Un, a murde-
rous tyrant who, thanks to 
Trump, is no longer an iso-
lated pariah on the world 
stage.” Biden has pledged 
to work with allies to press 
Kim to denuclearize. 

Biden’s advisers say the 
former vice president is 
not averse to sitting down 
with Kim, but not before a 
comprehensive negotia-
ting strategy is outlined at 
working-level meetings by 
diplomats on both sides. 
The Biden campaign also 

criticizes Trump for sca-
ling back military exerci-
ses with South Korea. 

North Korea typically 
fires off missiles or con-
ducts tests in a show of 
force before key U.S. and 
South Korean elections. 
This time, experts predict, 
Kim will engage in saber-
-rattling after he knows 
who wins.

“Kim would like to deal 
with President Trump, ra-
ther than Biden,” said Sue 
Mi Terry, a former intelli-
gence analyst specializing 
in East Asia who is now at 
the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. 
She said Kim does not 
want to make trouble for 
Trump by conducting a 
major provocation before 
the election. “In January,” 
she said. “That’s the time 
we need to watch out for 
it.”

If Biden wins, the North 
Koreans will want to enga-
ge with the new adminis-
tration from a position of 
strength, according to Vic-
tor Cha, who negotiated 
with North Korea during 
the George W. Bush admi-
nistration. If Trump wins, 
Cha thinks the president 
might want to move qui-
ckly to begin negotiations 
because he went “all in” 
on his man-to-man di-
plomacy with Kim and 
doesn’t want to accept 
personal defeat. AP

June 30, 2019: Donald Trump meets Kim Jong Un at the border village of Panmunjom in the Demilitarized 
Zone, South Korea
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Vast chasm; 6- Court cry; 9- Ire; 14- Smash; 15- At all; 16- Analyze a 

sentence; 17- Fettle; 19- Michelangelo work; 20- Draft org.; 21- Limerick language; 
22- Staggering; 23- Devotees; 25- Use a soapbox; 26- Exist in great numbers; 29- 
Seedy joint; 31- Matters; 32- Worship as a god; 36- Word with French or English; 37- 
Fed. purchasing group; 38- Back of the neck; 40- Mental; 43- Less fatty; 45- Goes 
bad; 46- Court figure; 47- Tin Pan Alley org.; 50- Enmity; 51- Like some committees; 
52- Burn the midnight oil, studying; 54- Cries of surprise; 57- Long flat piece of timber; 
58- Attorney’s assistant; 61- Twilled fabric; 62- Greek goddess of rashness and divine 
punishment; 63- You ___ right!; 64- Mountain nymph; 65- Religious sch.; 66- Bungling;
 
DOWN: 1- Basics; 2- Warner ___; 3- Cravings; 4- Melancholic; 5- Go downhill fast; 
6- Retreats; 7- Nephew of Abel; 8- Actress Daly; 9- Garments; 10- Currency unit 
in Nigeria; 11- Welcome; 12- Lauder of cosmetics; 13- Actual; 18- Looks after; 
23- Amusing; 24- Colonial insect; 25- 
Lacto-___ vegetarian; 26- Rhine whine; 
27- Betty of cartoons; 28- Sharer’s 
pronoun; 29- Flat circular plates; 30- 
Highest mountain in Crete; 33- Floored; 
34- Whimsically comical; 35- Pentathlon 
need; 37- Obtain, slangily; 39- Make a 
faux pas; 41- Broken; 42- Short flight; 43- 
Beast of burden; 44- Grab a bite; 47- Freud 
contemporary; 48- Apportion; 49- Line 
dance; 50- Seraglio; 51- Lhasa ___; 52- Tax 
experts: Abbr.; 53- Charge per unit; 54- 
Gothic-type arch; 55- Briefcase closer; 56- 
Token taker; 59- Chou En-___; 60- Ocean 
flier;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Apply some of  your charm 
to making one of  your more 
ambitious goals achievable. You 
will be amazed by what a little 
charm can do! A well-timed smile 
can open up an important door. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
If  someone from a different 
culture tests your patience 
today, don’t get upset about 
it. This communication 
disconnect isn’t a problem; it’s 
an opportunity!

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
It’s important to be as honest as you 
can today, but you also need to be 
very careful about who you tell the 
shocking truth to. If  you spill all of  
your secrets to the wrong people, it 
will only overwhelm them.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Someone who holds sway over 
a group you belong to is not 
acting completely honestly 
right now. You’ll see their 
subterfuge right away, but not 
everyone else will.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Is someone disappointing you? 
Keep in mind that the word 
“friendship” means different things 
to different people. Be careful not to 
make any assumptions about what 
this new friendship is all about. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Being indecisive today will be 
both a blessing and a curse. The 
good part will be that your mind 
will start ranging in unusual 
directions, generating unique 
ideas. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
By putting happy energy out 
into the world (even in a tiny 
way), you’re creating a better 
environment. If  you have to travel 
today, you can expect to have an 
easy time of  it.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
A very demanding person could 
test your patience today, but you 
can pass the test with flying colors 
if  you maintain a good attitude. 
First, don’t take their behavior 
personally. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Something surprising could 
happen today, but you’ll react to it 
well and you feel very empowered 
afterward. Also, you could very well 
get a reward in the near future for 
showing such grace under pressure.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Today, don’t let a culture 
clash cause you to avoid 
someone or something. If  you 
give it time, it could be a very 
positive experience for you in 
the end. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s all about using your 
imagination today. Take the time 
to imagine something you aren’t 
happy with in a new and improved 
form, and you’ll take the first step 
toward making it better. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
If  you’re interested, it’s up to you to 
make the first move. Don’t worry 
about rejection. Just give them a 
chance to have a conversation with 
you. If  they take it, good. If  they 
don’t, at least they had their chance!

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
Shine Spa at Sheraton Grand Macao rolls out treatment packages

The Michelin-starred Lai 
Heen at The Ritz-Carlton, Ma-
cau has introduced two tasting 
menus to feature the flavors 
crafted by the restaurant’s 
Executive Chef, Jackie Ho, whi-
ch capture the essence of con-
temporary Cantonese cuisine. 

Shine Spa at Sheraton Grand 
Macao is offering a new range 
of great value offers and treat-
ment packages, available now 
until December 19 and starting 
from MOP588, the integrated 
property has announced in a 
statement.

Lai Heen at The Ritz-Carlton launches two new tasting menus
Dumpling with Cuttlefish and 
Sakura Shrimp. 

Chef Jackie showcases his 
cooking skills with the Wok-fried 
Wagyu Beef and Foie Gras with 
Thai Basil, layered with a crispy 
rice cracker shell, and topped 
with diced foie gras and Austra-
lian M6 Wagyu striploin, as well 
as a hint of sweet basil leaves to 
enliven the aroma. 

The “Degustation Dinner 
Journey,” meanwhile, is a lu-
xurious 8-course adventure 
featuring Chef Jackie’s con-
temporary interpretations 
on classic Cantonese cuisine. 
Priced at MOP1,000 per per-
son, the journey starts with Lai 
Heen’s signature Barbecued 
Iberico Pork and Crispy Taro 
Paste Puff. 

Fire, Earth, Metal and Water 
– and focus on skin nutrition 
to increase vitality and youth-
fulness.

For a special weekday escape, 
guests can enjoy the ‘Weekday 
Rejuvenation’  60-minute Shi-
ne Spa Signature massage, 
which is available from Monday 
to Thursday from MOP588.

A  ‘Weekend Spa Ge-
taway’  is also available, priced 
at MOP780 for a 60-minute 
treatment and MOP980 for a 
90-minute treatment. Special 
offers are available should the 
guest brings a friend. 

A ‘Shine from Head to Toe’ 
is also available in the salon, 
allowing hair salon guests to 
enjoy a 50% discount on spa 
treatments on the same day.

Guests will be able to indul-
ge in an array of dishes in the 
“Signature Lunch Experience,” 
priced at MOP500 per person. 
The appetizer platter is made 
up of dim sum choices such as 
the Deep-fried Wonton in Thai 
Sauce and the Steamed Pork 

Paying homage to the five 
elements of traditional Chi-
nese medicine, treatments 
at Shine Spa offer guests Ele-
mental Herbology products 
that incorporate the restora-
tive benefits of the five ele-
ments of Feng Shui – Wood, 

CHINESE technology com-
panies including Huawei 

Technologies Co. have expres-
sed strong concerns to local 
regulators about Nvidia Corp.’s 
proposed acquisition of Arm 
Ltd., people familiar with the 
matter said, potentially jeopar-
dizing the $40 billion semicon-
ductor deal.

Several of the country’s most 
influential tech firms have been 
lobbying the State Administra-
tion for Market Regulation to 
either reject the transaction or 
impose conditions to ensure 
their access to Arm technology, 
the people said. Chief among 
their concerns is that Nvidia 
may force the British firm to cut 
off Chinese clients, they said, 
asking not to be identified dis-
cussing private deliberations.

China’s fear is that Arm - 
whose semiconductor designs 
and architecture are central to 
most of the world’s electronics 
from smartphones to super-
computers - will become yet 
another pawn in a U.S.-Chine-
se struggle for tech supremacy. 
Nvidia is buying the British firm 
from Japan’s SoftBank Group 
Corp., bringing it under Ame-
rican jurisdiction and theoreti-
cally threatening its cherished 
status as a neutral party in the 
chip industry. SoftBank’s shares 
erased gains Wednesday to clo-
se slightly lower in Tokyo.

Any review of the deal in 
Beijing is likely to be colored 
by what it perceives as growing 
U.S. attempts to contain its lar-
gest technology companies. It 
has the power to approve the 
deal because China is the wor-
ld’s largest market for semicon-
ductors, importing about $300 
billion worth of chips annually. 

That dependence on foreign si-
licon may convince regulators 
there to try and wring major 
concessions from Nvidia to pre-
serve the Arm relationship, for 
instance by keeping the busi-
ness independent and separate.

“I doubt why China wou-
ld make it easy, since allowing 
Nvidia to take over Arm could 
worsen Huawei’s access to the 
U.K. company’s chip design,” 
Bloomberg Intelligence analyst 
Anthea Lai said. Arm designs 
are fundamental to a plethora of 
the company’s products, inclu-
ding its Kirin smartphone pro-
cessors, Kunpeng server chips 
and Ascend for AI applications.

A Huawei representative de-
clined to comment. The Chi-
nese regulatory agency didn’t 

respond to calls and a faxed 
request for comment. Nvidia 
representatives pointed to re-
marks this month from Chief 
Executive Officer Jensen Huang, 
who expressed confidence the 
deal will pass muster.

“As soon as we explain the 
rationale of the transaction and 
our plans, the regulators around 
the world will realize that these 
are two complementary com-
panies,” Huang said at Arm’s 
developer conference. “The two 
companies being complemen-
tary when combined will create 
new innovations, which is good 
for the market.”

Nvidia’s record deal to buy 
Arm was always expected to 
encounter major hurdles from 
regulators in countries sparring 

over trade, as well as customers 
concerned the transaction will 
limit competition and unfairly 
favor Arm’s future owner. The 
Chinese watchdog has yet to 
view a formal application for 
approval, but the opposition 
there is likely to be fiercest gi-
ven its reliance on American te-
chnology at a time of mounting 
U.S. hostility. Beijing’s authority 
has proven fatal for at least one 
previous chip deal: Qualcomm 
Inc. gave up its pursuit of NXP 
Semiconductors NV in 2018 af-
ter failing to win approval from 
China over more than 21 mon-
ths.

Clearance in China will likely 
be the biggest challenge and 
take the most time. Becau-
se China’s government could 

use Nvidia’s deal approval as a 
pawn in its trade conflicts with 
the U.S., as some believe it did 
with Qualcomm-NXP, it’s diffi-
cult to predict yet whether the 
purchase will clear there. Still, 
the ability to impose conditions 
allows China to extract advan-
tageous licensing terms for Chi-
nese companies, which may be 
viewed as the better route.

China has determined it 
must build its own world-class 
chip industry, given rising ten-
sions with the U.S. administra-
tion of Donald Trump. That goal 
is unlikely to be affected by the 
American elections in Novem-
ber, although the outcome may 
change the dynamics between 
the two countries and by exten-
sion the Arm review.

Nvidia is a major provider of 
processors for computers and 
high-end computing, pitting it 
against players from Intel Corp. 
to Qualcomm and Huawei. And 
Arm’s designs and instruction 
set - the code used by chips 
to communicate with softwa-
re - are an integral element of 
phones, self-driving cars and 
billions of sensors. They’re also 
growing more essential for ser-
vers and laptops.

The Cambridge, U.K.-based 
company has thrived on its neu-
trality as the Switzerland of the 
industry: it licenses technology 
to hundreds of companies, com-
peting with none of them. While 
the Nvidia acquisition threatens 
this, executives have argued it’s 
in their best interest to maintain 
Arm’s neutrality to avoid aliena-
ting potential customers.

The deal still needs sign-offs 
from China, the U.K., the Euro-
pean Union and the U.S., a pro-
cess that often requires govern-
ment agencies to solicit or be open 
to comment from customers and 
competitors. Nvidia and Arm have 
said they’re confident they’ll get 
through it but it may take as long 
as 18 months to secure the neces-
sary approvals. BLOOMBERG

Huawei, China firms said to 
seek curbs on Nvidia’s arm deal

Any review of the deal in Beijing is likely to be colored by what it perceives as growing US attempts to contain its largest 
technology companies
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E
VER since the pan-
demic darkened 
theaters earlier 
this year, sending 

the entire performing arts 
world into a catastrophic 
state of limbo, we’ve seen 
all manner of creative vir-
tual substitutes: Digital 
dance seasons, clever mu-
sical mashups, a live-cap-
tured version of “Hamil-
ton.”

Many of these have been 
good, some great. Yet none 
have truly matched the vis-
ceral experience many of 
us crave so profoundly: live 
performance, in a theater. 
And honestly, how could 
anything come close?

Well, now we have Spike 
Lee’s mesmerizing film 
version of David Byrne’s 
terrific Broadway concert 
“American Utopia,” which 
feels so thrillingly alive, you 
may actually forget you’re 
not in a theater. Or perhaps 
you’ll feel like the stage has 
somehow been lifted from 
its moorings and delivered 
straight to your living room 
— or, as Byrne might prefer, 
right into your brain. In any 
case, this hypnotic film ex-
perience is a badly needed 
shot in the arm for all of us 
— music lovers, theater lo-
vers, dance lovers, culture 
lovers, life lovers. It’s also 
one of the best concert fil-
ms in recent memory.

Of course, “David Byr-

ne’s American Utopia,” a 
major Broadway happe-
ning that was due to return 
to the Hudson Theatre 
this fall, feels like far more 
than a concert. It’s ba-
sed on Byrne’s music, yes, 
from his 2018 album of the 
same name but also other 
solo work and some iconic 
Talking Heads tracks. But 
that’s just the launching 
point.

The show, which one 
could broadly describe as 
a reflection on communi-
ty and connectedness, is 
filled with pungent Byr-
ne-ian commentary, on 
everything from brain 
function to Dadaism to 
climate change. “Meeting 
people is hard,” he muses 
at one point. But he can 
also get more political, as 
when he chides Americans 
for low voter turnout, espe-
cially in local elections. 

A crucial element of the 
show’s success is its enor-
mously talented multicul-
tural supporting cast of 11 
musicians and dancers, 
who hail from Brooklyn 
to Brazil. Dressed just like 
Byrne in silver-gray suits 
and bare feet, they play fas-
cinating percussion instru-
ments, and also sing and 
dance; everyone here does 
double or triple duty. Stan-
douts include the exube-
rant Bobby Wooten III on 
bass and the elegant Angie 
Swan on guitar.

Then there’s the endles-

sly inventive choreography 
by Annie-B Parson, not so 
much dancing as a holis-
tic system of movement 
performed joyfully by lead 
dancers Chris Giarmo and 
Tendayi Kuumba. “I dan-
ce like this because it feels 
so damn good,” goes the 
Byrne song “I Dance Like 
This,” and yes, it does feel 
damn good, both to watch 
and to emulate. By the way, 
go ahead and try to get 
through this film without 
dancing yourself. 

Lee’s cameras cons-
tantly find new and exci-
ting angles on the action 
(the cinematography is by 
Ellen Kuras) — overhead, 
underneath, behind the 
performers or half an inch 
from their faces. And yet 
we never glimpse a came-
ra, even though 11 opera-
tors were involved.

The set is spare and sty-
lish, surrounded by shim-
mering metallic curtains in 
the same silver-gray as the 
suits. “I thought, what if we 
could eliminate everything 
from the stage, except the 
stuff we cared about the 
most?” Byrne explains. 
“What would be left? ... Us, 
and you.”

Lee has made a few ad-
ditions to the Broadway 
show. For example, when 
Byrne and the cast sing Ja-
nelle Monae’s stirring pro-
test song “Hell You Talm-
bout,” chanting names of 
Black men and women 

who died in racial violence 
or at the hands of police, 
Lee provides powerful vi-

suals and adds more recent 
names like Breonna Taylor 
and George Floyd.

As for Byrne, at 68 a re-
markable font of quirky 
energy, he shifts seamles-
sly from somber moments 
like this to ebullient ren-
ditions of Talking Heads 
classics like “I Zimbra,” 
“Once in a Lifetime,” and 
“Road to Nowhere.” But 
nothing gets the audience 
out of their seats like the 
rollicking version here of 
“Burning Down the Hou-
se.” Chances are you won’t 
stay in yours. 

On the show’s closing 
day in February — I happe-
ned to be there with my sis-
ter and cousin — there was 
happy news during curtain 
calls. Byrne announced to 
cheers that the show would 
return in September. 

Then the pandemic ha-
ppened. The show has just 
announced a return for 
September 2021 — a year 
later than planned. Un-
til that one fine day, let’s 
thank Lee and Byrne for 
giving us something a little 
better — no, a lot better — 
than merely the next best 
thing.

“David Byrne’s American 
Utopia,” an HBO Films re-

lease, is unrated by the Mo-
tion Picture Association of 

America. Running time:  
105 minutes. 

DRIVE IN

Spike Lee, David Byrne take 
us on a hypnotic journey

David Byrne, foreground, in a scene from “David Byrne’s American Utopia”
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Pope endorses same-sex civil unions 
in new documentary film

Pope Francis endorsed same-sex civil unions for the first time 
as pope while being interviewed for the feature-length docu-
mentary “Francesco,” which premiered yesterday at the Rome 
Film Festival.

The papal thumbs-up came midway through the film that del-
ves into issues Francis cares about most, including the environ-
ment, poverty, migration, racial and income inequality, and the 
people most affected by discrimination.

“Homosexual people have the right to be in a family. They are 
children of God,” Francis said in one of his sit-down interviews 

for the film. “What we have to have is a civil union law; that way 
they are legally covered.”

While serving as archbishop of Buenos Aires, Francis endorsed 
civil unions for gay couples as an alternative to same-sex mar-
riages. However, he had never come out publicly in favor of civil 
unions as pope.

The Jesuit priest who has been at the forefront in seeking to 
build bridges with gays in the church, the Rev. James Martin, 
praised the pope’s comments as “a major step forward in the 
church’s support for LGBT people.”

OPINION
World Views
Tara Lachapelle, Bloomberg

Australia A range of 
law enforcement and 
corruption agencies are 
examining a reported 
transfer of money from the 
Vatican that Italian media 
have speculated might be 
linked to the overturned 
convictions of Cardinal 
George Pell for child sex 
abuse. The national financial 
crime intelligence agency, 
two police forces and a 
public sector corruption 
watchdog have been drawn 
into the Vatican scandal, 
although details of what 
has piqued their interest in 
Australia remained scant.

UN More than 20 donors 
pledged nearly $1 billion for 
the three countries at the 
epicenter of a humanitarian 
crisis in Africa’s Sahel 
region for this year and over 
$700 million for 2021 and 
beyond, the United Nations 
announced this week. U.N. 
spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said the funds will 
help some 10 million people 
in Burkina Faso, Mali and 
Niger with nutrition, food, 
health services, water and 
sanitation, shelter and 
education.

Vatican A day after donning 
a face mask for the first time 
during a liturgical service, 
Pope Francis was back to 
his mask-less old ways 
yesterday despite surging 
coronavirus infections 
across Europe and growing 
criticism of his behavior 
and the example he is 
setting. Francis shunned 
a face mask again during 
his general audience in the 
Vatican auditorium, and 
didn’t wear one when he 
greeted a half-dozen mask-
less bishops at the end.

Nigerians protesting 
against police brutality 
stayed on the streets in 
Lagos yesterday, breaking 
the government curfew 
following a night of 
chaotic violence in which 
demonstrators were fired 
upon, sparking global 
outrage. Shots were fired 
as young demonstrators 
set up barricades, causing 
numerous injuries although 
officials said no deaths.
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Netflix may test just 
how essential it is

Forget dinner and a movie. As cinemas remain 
desolate, cooler weather puts an end to the enjoy-
ment of safe outdoor dining and Covid-19 roars 
back across the world, takeout and Netflix sound 
more appealing than ever. And when something’s 
as in demand as Netflix is, prices go up.

Netflix Inc. released results for its latest quarter on 
Tuesday afternoon, showing it added fewer subscri-
bers to its base than Wall Street analysts predicted. 
That sent the stock price tumbling 6% in after-hou-
rs trading. Still, investors don’t need a report card to 
tell them of the increasing utility of the streaming-
-video service or its market dominance. 

The changing leaves are making way for frostier 
temperatures, which pose an added challenge this 
year for eateries and other indoor locales given how 
the novel coronavirus thrives in not-well-ventilated 
confines. Movie theaters also have nothing to show 
for the time being. For those reasons, it’s going to be 
the winter of Netflix — and Netflix knows it.

As the company improves its product, it will “oc-
casionally go back and ask those members to pay a 
little bit more to keep that virtuous cycle of invest-
ment and value creation going,” Greg Peters, Net-
flix’s chief operating officer, said when asked about 
the potential for higher rates during Tuesday’s pre-
-recorded earnings video call. 

For further signs that Netflix is thinking differently 
about pricing: It’s phasing out free trials, so forget 
about creating phony Gmail addresses to avert a 
steeper bill. At this point, Netflix doesn’t need to 
offer free trials as the popularity of its shows tra-
vel by word of mouth and meme. Just before the 
September quarter ended, Nielsen reported that 
Netflix’s “Ratched” starring Sarah Paulson was the 
top streaming program across Netflix, Amazon Pri-
me, Disney+ and Hulu. In fact, Netflix hogged nine 
of the top 10 spots. It also expects to have a greater 
number of new original programs in 2021, though 
they may lean toward the second half of the year 
because of the Hollywood shutdown. And there’s 
simply not much else on television lately.

While it may be in bad form to raise prices during 
a recession, users continue to suggest they woul-
dn’t mind paying more for Netflix. That’s becau-
se Netflix still provides the biggest bang for your 
buck relative to any other forms of TV entertain-
ment, and that’s been especially true during the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Netflix had a relative advan-
tage going into the pandemic because unlike its 
rivals, most of its productions for the year were 
already wrapped up. 

Regardless of how long the pandemic persists — 
and as much of a leader as it is now with 195 million 
paying members — Netflix’s growth is slowing in 
the U.S., and so it’s going to need another way to 
pay for its immense content bills. The company 
added only 2.2 million net new subscribers globally 
during the period, missing its own forecast of 2.5 
million. And once Hollywood can fully return to fil-
ming, the company is likely to ramp up spending 
again and resume burning cash, as executives rei-
terated in Tuesday’s letter. Plus, there’s the impen-
ding Disney threat. Walt Disney Co. just announced 
a shakeup that entails reorganizing its media ope-
rations around its streaming initiatives. That means 
the full force and imaginative brilliance of Disney is 
behind its budding streaming business, and its stu-
dios have been given direct orders to make it their 
life’s mission to propel Disney+. Until now, Disney+ 
has thrived mostly on brand power while lacking 
much in the way of actual new content — that’s 
about to change. 

The streaming wars haven’t been as brutal as the 
moniker indicates. Netflix has been enjoying an 
easy lead, and executives may be thinking now’s the 
time to cash in on its primacy before other fledgling 
rivals such as HBO Max figure out what they’ve 
been doing wrong.

[Abridged]

Cathay Pacific cuts 
8,500 jobs, shutters 
regional airline

ZEN SOO 

HONG Kong airline Ca-
thay Pacific Airways 

said yesterday it would cut 
8,500 jobs and shut a re-
gional airline as it grapples 
with the plunge in air tra-
vel due to the pandemic.

About 5,300 employees 
based in Hong Kong and 
another 600 elsewhe-
re will likely lose 
their jobs, and 2,600 
unfilled positions 
will be cut. The cuts 
are about 24% of the 
company’s workforce, 
Cathay Pacific said in 
a statement.

“The global pande-
mic continues to have 
a devastating impact 
on aviation and the 
hard truth is we must fun-
damentally restructure the 
group to survive,” Cathay 
Pacific CEO Augustus Tang 
said in a statement.

“We have to do this to 
protect as many jobs as 
possible, and meet our 
responsibilities to the 
Hong Kong aviation hub 
and our customers,” Tang 
said. 

The company said it 
will also shut down Cathay 
Dragon, its regional airline 
unit, with operations cea-
sing yesterday. It will seek 
regulatory approval for 
most of the routes to be 
operated by Cathay Paci-
fic and its budget airlines 
subsidiary HK Express.

The restructuring is ai-
med at reducing Cathay 

Pacific’s cash burn to 500 
million Hong Kong dollars 
($64.5 million) a mon-
th, from about 1.5 billion 
Hong Kong dollars to 2 
billion Hong Kong dollars 
a month currently, the 
company said. 

The plan will cost about 
2.2 billion Hong Kong 
dollars, it said.

Executive pay cuts 
will continue throughout 
2021 and there will be no 
pay increments for 2021 
nor bonuses for this year 
for all Hong Kong em-
ployees, Cathay Pacific 
said. Ground staff will be 
offered a voluntary lea-
ve plan in the first half of 
next year.

In a news conference, 
Cathay Pacific Airways 
chairman Patrick Healy 
estimated that passenger 
levels will only return to 
pre-pandemic levels in 
2024.

“The future remains 
highly uncertain. This cri-
sis is deeper and the road 
to recovery slower and 
more patchy than anyo-
ne thought possible just 

a few short months ago,” 
he said.

Healy said Cathay Pa-
cific is more affected than 
its peers as the airline is 
“100% reliant on cross- 
border travel,” much of 
which has stopped as 
passengers remain wary 
of flying amid travel res-
trictions. Major destina-

tions such as main-
land China and other 
countries like Singa-
pore and Thailand 
have temporarily clo-
sed their borders to 
visitors.

Cathay Pacific will 
be operating at less 
than 25% of capaci-
ty for the first half of 
2021, and under 50% 
of capacity for the 

rest of the year as a whole, 
Healy estimated. That mi-
ght pick up in the second 
half of the year as travel 
constraints will hopefully 
ease, he said.

In June, Cathay Paci-
fic raised 39 billion Hong 
Kong dollars ($5 billion) 
in a recapitalization plan 
that gave the city’s gover-
nment a stake of about 
6% in the airline.

The vice chairwoman 
of Cathay Pacific Airways 
Flight Attendants Union, 
Amber Suen, said in a 
news conference that 
the union is “completely 
disappointed” with the 
company’s decision, and 
said there are others who 
worry that there may be 
future redundancies. AP

The cuts are 
about 24% of 

the company’s 
workforce, 

Cathay Pacific 
said


