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The Macao SAR
Government urges:

Implement regular epidemic
prevention measures;
Do our best to persist;

Wash hands frequently and

waar a mask;

Keep a distance and avoid
crowd gathering;
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Hong Kong A 22-year-
old university student
says she has been
given refugee status

by Germany after
demonstrating against
the city's extradition
law. She said that she
fled Hong Kongin
November while free on
bail after being arrested
on allegations of rioting
and violating the semi-
autonomous Chinese
territory's law banning
masks, introduced last
year as anti-government
protests became
increasingly violent.

Thailand's government
yesterday canceled a
state of emergency

it had declared last

week for Bangkokin a
gesture offered by the
embattled prime minister
to cool massive student-
led protests seeking
democracy reforms. The
decree had banned public
gatherings of more than
four people and allowed
censorship of the media,
among other provisions.
It was challenged in court
by an opposition party
and a group of university
students.

Philippines Pope

Francis' endorsement

of same-sex civil unions
drew mixed reactions
yesterday in the country,
Asia's bastion of
Catholicism, with a retired
bishop saying he was
scandalized by it while an
LGBT group welcomed
the pontiff's remarks with
relief. President Rodrigo
Duterte's spokesman
said the Philippine leader
has long expressed
support to same-sex
civil unions but added it
needed to pass through
Congress.

More on backpage
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW | RODRIGO BRUM

FORUM MACAO TOP OFFICIAL FINDS
GREAT POTENTIAL FORTRADE IN GBA
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BUDGET CUTS SHOULD NOT
SLOW DOWN PUBLIC INVESTMENT,
SAY COMMENTATORS 4«Pr6

ELEVEN ILLEGAL FISHERMEN
CAUGHT ON HKZMB
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RODRIGO BRUM
DEPUTY SECRETARY-GENERAL OF FORUM MACAO

'Forum Macao has accomplished much, but

RENATO MARQUES

ODRIGO Brum, Deputy

Secretary-General of the

Permanent Secretariat of

orum Macao appointed

by the Portuguese-speaking coun-

tries, completed his extended term
at the organization this week.

In his final days at Forum Macao,
Macau Daily Times spoke to Brum
to learn about the challenges and
developments at the organization
over the past three years and his
perspective on its future.

Brum is a believer in Forum Ma-
cao’s development in the context of
the Greater Bay Area, but he recog-
nizes that there are challenges ahead
“in coordinating member states.”

Brum was born in Mozambique,
but moved to London in 1974, whe-
re he studied Civil Engineering at
the University College London un-
til 1978. He then graduated with a
degree in Business Administration
from University of Lisbon’s Faculty
of Economics in 1983 while working
for the Research and Studies De-
partment of the Foreign Investment
Institute (FII).

After graduating with an MBA
from the New University of Lisbon,
in 1987 he became a project ma-
nager for FII's U.S. Desk, one of the
first efforts by the Portuguese gover-
nment aimed at attracting foreign
direct investment from a selected
market.

Brum remained in Lisbon until
1990, where he developed his career
in management. He then moved
to Macau to work as Chief of Office
for the Secretary for Economy and
Finance for the last government un-
der Portuguese administration, and
later served as President of Socieda-
de do Parque Industrial da Concor-
dia, as well as in other non-executive
board member positions.

Brum was also involved in pri-
vate equity and venture capital ro-
les while lecturing at the Faculty of
Economics of Lisbons Technical
University, and other consulting
assignments. He finally returned to
Macau in 2017 for a three-year term
as Deputy Secretary-General of the
Permanent Secretariat of Forum
Macao, after being appointed by the
Portuguese-speaking countries.

Macau Daily Times (MDT) -
What is your evaluation of the
work done by Forum Macao over

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
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the last few years? What has been
the most significant achievement?

Rodrigo Brum (RB) - I believe
that the regular visits organized by
Forum Macao to the different Por-
tuguese-speaking countries are, in
fact, the main point that allows for
better understanding and knowle-
dge from Macau, the Portuguese-s-
peaking countries, and the general
public of Forum Macao's main duty
and purpose - because we do reali-
ze that most of our work is not well
known by the public.

The promotion of opportunities
in China and Portuguese-speaking
countries is the main goal of the
Forum Macao, as it increases com-
merce and trade relations between
these two big groups.

What Forum Macao does is the-
se so-called “missions,” which in
the first years had a great emphasis
on the mainland due to the inte-
rest of Chinese entities, but also a
lot of interest from the Portugue-
se-speaking countries. These visits
allowed delegates from the different
Portuguese-speaking countries to
present the conditions and invest-
ment opportunities in each of the
countries, disclosing information
that even government agencies
from those countries cannot do
most of the time because, as we
know, China is a huge country and
is not easy to reach high-level de-
cision-makers at the municipal, re-
gional and provincial levels.

It is this capacity to do these mis-
sions at the higher levels and with
high performance that Forum Ma-
cao has been developing, especially
in the first 15 years since its creation.

In March 2018, it was proposed
by the former Secretary-General,
Xu Yingzhen, that besides missions
to the mainland, the Forum would
also do yearly missions to every one
of the Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries.

From a structural point of view,
this was a very big difference and a
very important one. [The missions]
started immediately that year and
continued in 2019.

This was particularly important.
For instance, I remember that in
2018, the Forum conducted a mis-
sion to East Timor. That was the first
time we had visited the country in
over five years. So we can see how
important this measure was in es-
tablishing annual visits to all of the
countries. Unfortunately, 2020 was

T 4 MacauDaily srimamsan
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a very unusual year and we were
unable to travel.

MDT - We have been hearing a
lot, especially from the new gover-
nment of Macau, about Hengqin
and the opportunities that it will
generate. Will these opportunities
also extend to the Forum Macao
countries?

RB - Henggqin is already creating
- and will create even more in the
future - not just local opportunities,
but it will be a huge access link to the
mainland and the Greater Bay Area
(GBA) in particular.

The vision of what has been plan-
ned for Hengqin far surpasses what
we could ever have imagined in the
past.

If we pay attention to the develo-
pments that have been occurring,
we can see that although Macau had
six times the gaming revenue of Las
Vegas, we also had six times fewer
hotel rooms than Las Vegas. The
hotel capacity that Macau needs is
being built on the other side of the
border [in Henggin]. It is in Henggin
that we have theme parks and the
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Marine Museum, among others.

But more importantly, we need to
look at future border developments.
Not just this border post that was re-
cently inaugurated, which is already
a single-post and is located on the
Hengqin side, but plans that include
direct links to trains to Zhuhai Air-
port and also the integration of the
mainland railway system with Ma-
cau’s Light Rapid Transit system.

According to estimations from
central government authorities, the
number of people that are expec-
ted to use this system and the train
links in the future is immense. This
is roughly three times the number
of tourists that were expected to visit
Macau and that everyone was afraid
was too much.

This has to do with the fact that
the planning is based on the idea of
avery dynamic and almost seamless
cross border system that allows peo-
ple to interact and use both sides
of the border in an interconnected
way.

Even for the Traditional Chinese
Medicine Science and Technology
Industrial Park, which Macau has

been investing a lot in, people have
no idea how big, how technologi-
cally evolved and scientific it is.

Forum Macao has been working
on creating this network, which also
includes a lot of people that work in
this field in Mozambique, Guinea-
-Bissau and other countries. What is
difficult is coordinating all this, be-
cause [the Forum represents] several
countries with different ideas, diffe-
rent ways of doing things and diffe-
rent cultures. In some ways, I can say
that we lack a bit of organization in
how to do things in an alliance.

I do believe that after Covid-19,
this connection with Hengqin will
become a bigger gate to and from
Macau.

MDT - You are finishing your
term as Deputy Secretary-General
of the Permanent Secretariat of Fo-
rum Macao appointed by the Por-
tuguese-speaking countries, and
your successor has already been
officially announced. What messa-
ge do you have for him?

RB - I wish my successor a lot of
success and I hope that he can do
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challenges remain to coordinate member states’

the things that I could not do, na-
mely the coordination of work be-
tween the different delegates or to
coordinate better between the diffe-
rent countries.

From now, he will have the duty

of responding to the demands and
goals of Forum Macao, namely the
ones that were highlighted during
the last Ministerial Conference. I
think that he has both diplomatic
experience and the knowledge of

Macau and China, due to his pre-
vious experience in the relations of
Sao Tomé and Principe with China.

I think the bigger challenge will
be the coordination of the different
countries, and preparing future pro-

posals and action plans that will be
taken to the next Ministerial Confe-
rence.

MDT - How does the Portuguese
Speaking Countries Products and
Services Exhibition-Macao (PL-
PEX) relate to the new exhibition
area of the new building of Forum
Macao?

RB - The two things are com-
plementary, or it might be better to
say that they do not overlap each
other. This issue is perhaps a little
different and has to do with the fact
that the Macao International Trade
and Investment Fair (MIF), as well
as the PLPEX have had some posi-
tive developments, but they have
never really become a place for bu-
siness where contracts are signed,
like what happens in Hong Kong for
example.

This has to do with the fact that
Macau is not a logistics base for
the passage of products, so there is
some confusion when we talk about
bringing products from Portugue-
se-speaking countries or any other
place in the world. They are not able
to be brought into Macau and from
here to the mainland.

What Macau can be is a link. It
is a city that has a special advanta-
ge with the Portuguese-speaking
countries. This is not exactly the
Portuguese language or even the
English language (which are both
spoken here), but it is the fact that
in Macau the “business language” is
spoken.

Itis possible to arrive at a banking
institution and find financing. You
can go to any law office and set up
a company immediately with the
same ease as we do in Portugal and
other places. The process is very si-
milar, fast, and efficient.

Sometimes we fail to disclose the
advantage that Macau has, in which
we can go through a dozen impor-
tant contacts and people in just two
days. This should be advertised as
the advantage of Macau because it
is really an advantage for an inves-
tor.

MDT - Is that also one of the big
advantages of the GBA?

RB - The majority of the busi-
nesses will come to the neighboring
markets — and I like to say markets
because there is not one Chinese
market, but many different marke-
ts. I would say that there is a huge
attraction potential here.

Speaking only of the GBA, I think
there is enough market for us to
sell out all of our export capacity.
This does not mean that the com-
pany should abandon other busi-
nesses they already have, but what
it means is that those who want to
can approach just this market. If
[this market] was a country, it wou-
1d be one of the biggest countries in
the world in both area and popula-
tion.

The GBA is for sure one of the
possibilities with more potential
for companies from Portuguese-
speaking countries.

Former Secretary-General appointed China Ambassador

HE former Secretary-

-General of the Forum
for Economic and Trade
Co-operation  between
China and Portuguese-
speaking Countries (Fo-
rum Macao), Xu Yingzhen,
has been appointed as the
new Ambassador of China
to Sdo Tomé and Principe,
the Times has learned.

Xu had left her posi-
tion at the Forum Macao
in early September. At
the time, the Times heard
from several delegates
who hinted that she was
preparing to secure a di-
plomatic mission posi-
tion.

Xu’s new post on the
Portuguese-speaking is-
land nation in the Gulf
of Guinea was confirmed
just days after the annou-
ncement that ambassador
Paulo Jorge Espirito Santo
from Sdo Tomé and Prin-

RENATO MARQUES

the

ce of the ambassadors from

Deputy  secretary-ge-

Xu Yingzhen

cipe was being appointed
to the position of Deputy
Secretary-General of the
Permanent Secretariat
of Forum Macau. He was

appointed by the Portu-
guese-speaking coun-
tries. This was previously
held by Rodrigo Brum,
who just ended his three-

-year term.
Espirito Santo was con-
firmed on Wednesday

during the annual meeting
of the Forum in the presen-

Portuguese-speaking
countries in China, the ei-
ght delegates from the Por-
tuguese-speaking  coun-
tries to Forum Macao, and
officials from mainland
China.

ESPIRITO SANTO
MADE NEW DEPUTY
SECRETARY-GENERAL

Ambassador Paulo Jorge
Espirito Santo — from Sao
Tomé and Principe - this
week became the new Fo-
rum Macao deputy secre-
tary-general.

Espirito Santo was con-
firmed during the annual
meeting of the Forum in
the presence of the am-
bassadors from the Portu-
guese-speaking countries
(PSCs) in China, the dele-
gates in the Forum of the
eight and Mainland Chine-
se officials.

neral Espirito Santo will
represent the Portuguese-
-speaking countries within
Forum Macao.

China’s Ministry of Com-
merce (MOFCOM) has not
yet appointed the new Fo-
rum Macao secretary-ge-
neral following the depar-
ture of Xu Yingzhen — who
headed Forum Macao for
four years —last September.

DingTian, the deputy se-
cretary-general appointed
to Forum Macao by China,
replaced Xu following her
departure.

Tian, also from MOF-
COM, was appointed to Fo-
rum Macao in 2017.

The Forum Macao
structure also includes
Casimiro Pinto as third
deputy secretary-general,
who was appointed by
the Macau government.
MDT/MACAUNEWS
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ACADEMICS SAY PANDEMIC CONTROL
SHOULD NOT COME AT PRICE OF ECONOMY

ANTHONY LAM

A- group of academics that ga-
ered yesterday at a Universi-

ty of Macau seminar to discuss su-
ggestions for the upcoming Policy
Address agreed that the success of
pandemic control in Macau shou-
ld not come at the price of a shat-
tered economy.

At the seminar, Lau Pun Lap,
President of the Macau Economic
Association, suggested that the go-
vernment negotiate with the cen-
tral government in Beijing to relax
the restrictive measures on travel
to Macau.

Currently, mainland residen-
ts can only travel to Macau on
the Individual Visit Scheme. Tour
groups and hotel-flight ticket
packages are still banned on the
mainland. Travel has become
easier between Macau and the
mainland though.

Lau also disclosed that the re-
quirement for negative Covid-19
nucleic acid tests has hindered
the desire of mainland residents
to visit Macau. In contrast, main-
land residents do not need to do
the test when they travel within
the mainland, which explains why
Hengqin was popular during the
long holiday.

Lau estimated that Macau
needs at least three years before it
recovers to 2019 levels of econo-
mic output.

He also suggested the govern-
ment should not cut social welfa-
re. “Although we don't expect a rai-
se, we don't desire a cut either,” the
association president said. “Espe-
cially next year, there will be the
legislative election. Cutting social
welfare may [be unwise].”

Richard Hu, Dean of the uni-
versity’s Faculty of Social Science,
recommended the government to

“hold the umbrella with one hand
and work with the other,” implying
that it should control the disease
while reviving the economy:.

Hu suggested that society
should find the balance between
disease prevention and normality.

During the first few months of
Covid-19 control measures in the
city, all non-local residents were
banned from entering the city. At
that time non-resident workers
from the mainland who had re-
turned home for the long holidays
were not even allowed in.

Today, anyone not a resident
of the greater China region is still
prohibited from entering, except
those racing in the Macau Grand
Prix this November.

This October 1, the eight-day-
-long Golden Week, which usually
sees an influx of tourists from the
mainland, registered only 156,000
tourist arrivals in Macau, a plun-
ge of 86% compared to last year’s
holiday.

The daily average visitor ar-

" 2021 [ SO e T
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rivals during the eight-day ho-
liday, which coincided with the
Mid-Autumn Festival, stood at
19,538, according to data relea-
sed by the Macao Government
Tourism Office.
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With few tourists coming in,
the city, which relies heavily on the
export of services, failed to find an
economic recovery in the holiday
period.

Comparatively, the Hengqin

district of Zhuhai received near-
ly three times as many visitors as
Macau during Golden Week this
year, with 450,000 in total. This
was up 36% compared to the
same period last year.

SCHOLARS SUGGEST HYBRID
DISTRIBUTION OF CASH HANDOUT

scholar has told a local radio show that the
A.government’s cash handout program should
be distributed in a hybrid manner involving both
physical and electronic cash. Another has told the
same show that it is difficult for the government to
determine the eligibility of each individual.

Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng has previously hin-
ted that the government would reconsider the ne-
cessity for the cash handout next year. After mee-
ting with several traditional associations, he con-
firmed the handout would remain, but that further
studies were needed to determine the manner in
which it would be distributed. This has stirred up
some debate in society.

Loi Hoi Ngan, Vice Director-General of the Ma-

cau Development Strategy Research Centre, told
the show that the efficiency of e-payment is be-
neficial in lowering the costs of the distribution of
the handout. However, he added that the general
public has the right to comment on the manner of
distribution.

The Chief Executive hinted that people regular-
ly living outside of Macau might be deprived of the
cash handout in future. However, he stressed more
studies were needed.

Professor Matthew Liu from the Faculty of Bu-
siness Administration of the University of Macau
said that it is hard to overlook the contributions
people living outside of the city make to the local
economy. AL

Finance secretary currently working on two gov't budgets

ECRETARY for Eco-

in the parliament. The tax

approval in November.

nomy and Finance Lei
Wai Nong said yesterday af-
ter a public event that he is
working on both the amen-
ded version of this year’s
budget and the budget for
next year. He also said that
his team is trying to submit
both to the city’s legislature
in November.

Normally each budget is
submitted to the Executive
Council for review before
being submitted to the Le-
gislative Assembly, the city’s
parliament, for approval
and lawmaking. Only after
these procedures can the
bill be implemented.

This year, due to the

economic downturn brou-
ght about by the Covid-19
pandemic, the government
has had to amend the bud-

get passed last year by the
parliament in order to im-
plement the subsidies and
economic relief measures it

later announced.
Previously, the gover-

nment wrapped up an

amendment to the budget

refunds scheme for eligi-
ble individuals from the
working population was ex-
panded to include a greater
amount and increase cove-
rage, meaning government
spending would increase.
The tax exemption, in-
cluding the tourism tax
which is mainly funded by
hotel guests and bar goers,
has also been expanded to
shrink the tax impact on
businesses as there were
fewer tourists arriving.
Yesterday, Lei was talking
about an extra amendment
to the budget. The finance
official is striving to sub-
mit it to the parliament for

The government has re-
peatedly said that it would
not rule out the possibility
of using extra funds from
the fiscal reserve.

The budget for next year,
on the other hand, is racing
to be submitted to the Exe-
cutive Council by the end of
this month. Once the Exe-
cutive Council passes the
budget, it will be submitted
to the parliament for legis-
lative procedures.

As for next year, Lei hin-
ted that the government
would invest more in infras-
tructure as part of its tactics
to maintain a growing and
dynamic economy. AL
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Fantastic Fun And R
Learning Cultural Activities  MGM
For Your Kids At MGM COTAI

Are you looking for some quality time to spend

with your children? Come to MGM COTAI to fully

awake your creative senses during weekends.

Interactive storytelling,
role playing and enjoyable games

1.2,3 Rock Paper Scissors

Kids Imagination activities encourage children to
create out of the box and use their endless imagination
to bring out the infinite possibilities in art and life.
You are Monkey King allows children to intimate
the characters of the famous Chinese folktale and
go on an adventure, of which can enhance their
ability of observation, aesthetics, creativity and
teamwork. The activity not only let the children but also
the adults to submerge in contemporary art piece and
the story behind. 1,2,3 Rock Paper Scissors gives
parents and children a chance to work together and
create their one and only poetic landscape painting and
learn more about the 24 traditional Chinese solar terms
through storytelling.

Children crave quality time with their parents because
they have such a deep innate and healthy drive for that
attention. Join the Kids Imagination activities, expand
your thinking and go on an art and cultural journey with
fun and creativity together.

Cast your creative spell at ’M Art

MGM Memory Cards

'M Art at MGM COTAI is a conceptual creative space
which brings experience and workshops to the public to
spark conversation across boundaries. From time to
time, 'M Art introduces different workshops to explore
art with you from an innovative point of view. Recently,
we have invited two local artists - Vanda Chan and YCC
to create a special “MGM Memory Card”, which you
can add your creative touch in the blank area of the
memory card and turn it into a unique art piece of your
own. We are inviting everyone here, children and adults
to unleash your creativity with us at 'M Art and get your
own DIY memory card for your loved ones.

For any enquiry or booking,
please call (853) 8802 3833 or
email to hotelenquiry@mgm.mo

mgm.mo
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TWO MEN SENTENCED
TO JAIL ON
PROBATION FOR
DRUNK DRIVING

The court has recently
sentenced two men to prison
time with probationary periods
on charges of drunk driving,
along with suspending their
driving licenses. In the early
morning on October 18, a
34-year-old man crashed his
car and damaged some public
facilities. Police who arrived at
the scene smelt alcohol on him.
A test showed he had a blood
alcohol level of 1.8 g/L. He was
sentenced to three monthsin
jail with one year's probation, in
addition to a one-year license
suspension. The other man, who
is 31 years old, was intercepted
at aroadblock in the early
morning on October 19 and also
had a blood alcohol level of 1.8
g/L. He was sentenced to four
months in jail or made to pay a
MOP24,000 fine, in addition to
one-year license suspension.

MAN SCAMS
THOUSANDS OF
PATACAS’ WORTH
OF LIQUOR

A 32-year-old local man,

who reported to work as a
hotel banquet supervisor,

has defrauded his friend and
stolen MOP140,000-worth of
premium liquor. He resold the
liguor to liquor stores in the
northern district of Macau before
reporting the loss of the liquor
to the Judiciary Police. However,
the police discovered that the
reports conflicted with one
another after viewing footage
from surveillance cameras.
The man later confessed to
the police that he had sold the
liguor and used the money to
repay gambling debts. He has
been passed onto the Public
Prosecutions Office for further
investigation.

70% OF INTERNS
UNDER LABOUR
AFFAIRS BUREAU
PROGRAM RECEIVE
JOB OFFER

The Labour Affairs Bureau

has revealed that 70% of

the students who joined an
internship program managed by
large enterprises and gambling
concessionaires in Macau, have
obtained job offers from their
companies. There were 436
interns in the program. Those
who received job offers have an
average salary of MOP 15,000 per
month. The program received
atotal of 1,618 applications,
with 1,350 people meeting the
requirements. A total of 720
internship opportunities were
offered by local enterprises.
The bureau also said that a job
matching session will be held at
the end of this month, with over
300 vacancies on offer.

MACAU PHOTO AGENCY
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pera house is reportedly being plnned

INVESTMENT IN PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
SHOULD PROCEED AMID BUDGET CUTS,

SAY COMMENTATORS

LYNZY VALLES

A‘I;THOUGH the budget of
early all government bu-
reaus is being reduced due to the
economic downturn caused by
Covid-19, commentators say that
now is still a good time for the go-
vernment to build public infras-
tructure.

An opera house will reportedly
be built next to the Macau Scien-
ce Center, TDM Radio reported
in an unsourced report. The pro-
ject is set to be announced by the
Chief Executive (CE) Ho Iat Seng
in his 2021 Policy Address at the
Legislative Assembly on Novem-
ber 16. It will allegedly be located
on NAPE’s waterfront, a location
the government’s plan hinted at
transforming into a culture and
tourism hub.

Since the SAR has no opera
house, Chinese and Western ope-
ra performances have been held
at several public sites and facili-
ties, as well as at the Macao Cul-
tural Center.

Although the rumor was good
news for the city’s cultural sector,
some may see timing of the large-
-scale project during the current
economic downturn as unusual.

The 2021 budget cut is the
consequence of the Covid-19 im-
pact. The CE has already ordered
an aggregate 10% decrease in pu-
blic administration expenditure
next year. Some public depart-
ments are cutting their spend by
more than 10%.

For the Macao Government
Tourism Office, the board has
proposed a 35% decrease to its
budget and will seek only 1.45
billion patacas next year. Public
departments have been asked to
be even “more cautious” when
analyzing budget allocations for
each project, and should only
register the budget when the de-
partment has received authoriza-
tion to proceed.

However, for the commenta-
tors the Times spoke with, now is
the right time for the government
to build projects that will bene-
fit the public and make Macau
more attractive to tourists.

Architect Carlos Marreiros
told the Times that an opera hou-
se will enhance the city’s cultural
offerings, noting that the city is
already hosting the Macau Inter-
national Music Festival, which is
well known in Asia.

“Why not [build an opera

house]? Before the Portuguese
administration left, they built
a fine cultural center. The first
CE finished the Macau Science
Center, [...] so now the third CE,
I think, wants to produce some-
thing meaningful,” said the ar-
chitect.

“With an opera house, the In-
ternational Music Festival can
be upgraded even more as there
is no sufficient venue for [these
kinds of events].”

Marreiros noted that with all
the feasibility studies that had to
be made, as well as gathering in-
ternational and local experts for
the study, the construction of the
alleged project can only be con-
cluded in two CE terms.

“For sure it won't, in principle,
be concluded in the first term of
the CE. So it’s good to start now,”
he said.

Marreiros thinks the govern-
ment should be willing to spend
money and invite first-class ar-
chitects from around world to be
a member of the jury in order to
produce a world-class project,
if the opera house project really
pushes through.

He proposed an international
competition to design the ope-

ra house should be held prior to
building the project.

Social commentator Larry So
is also positive about building
public infrastructure despite the
city’s current economic situation.

Although the SAR is facing a
downturn in its economic reve-
nue and is unsure whether tou-
rist spending will be higher next
year, he believes that the gover-
nment should invest in public
works that will be useful in the
future to encourage more reve-
nue to come in.

“The government should in-
vest in the infrastructure of socie-
ty by investing in public works.
[...] An opera house can be a
kind of investment, but the most
important thing to determine
is who are these people who are
willing to work [in building these
kinds of projects]?” So asked.

“Investing in public construc-
tion will, to a certain extent, pro-
vide job opportunities for locals
who are facing underemploy-
ment. I would say that the go-
vernment should do these kinds
of investments provided that the
workers participating in these
projects are locals - or at least
90% of them,” he said.
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MELCO SME ACADEMY

wbrought to you by Learning Academy

ELCO Resorts & En-

tertainment has ge-

nerated more than

MOP 2.6 million
since January 2020 for local small
and medium enterprises (SMEs)
through its innovative roadshows
with colleagues as part of the com-
pany’s commitment to enhancing
SME prosperity and helping local
businesses succeed.

Hosted at City of Dreams, Stu-
dio City and Altira Macau’s em-
ployee-only Heart of House areas,
the roadshows collaborate with
local SME vendors to offer goods
including electronics, foods, hou-
sehold goods, personal care, skin-
care items and accessories.

Ms. Akiko Takahashi, Execu-
tive Vice President and Chief of
Staff to Melco Chairman & CEO,
said, “Melco’s Heart of House po-
p-up booth roadshows for local
vendors have been hosted since
2016 to support SME prosperity
in Macau. Under the pandemic
situation, the roadshow has hel-
ped generate record-breaking
sales of over MOP 2.6 million for
participating vendors so far this
year, serving as an effective plat-
form for increasing revenue and
market exposure for our SME
partners. Further roadshows will
take place to support SMEs from
now until the end of the year, in-
cluding a Christmas Bazaar.”

One SME participant of a Melco
Heart of House roadshow, Mr. Lam
Chin Pang of AA Worldwide Tra-
ding Company, said, “Thank you
to Melco for providing local SMEs

MELCO: Supporting local SMEs
through times of challenge

like ourselves with this sales plat-
form during the pandemic to offer
the company’s employees some
special deals. It really does make a
difference for us under the current
economic situation.”

Fellow SME participant Mr.
Chang Kin Keong of Cyber Tech-
nology Computer added, “Melco
inviting us over really does make a
difference to our business — espe-
cially in relieving cash flow pres-
sures and raising brand awareness
by allowing more clients to know
about our company and products.”

Melco's commitment to SMEs
is also implemented through on-
going programs at the Melco SME
Academy - offering training and
business development opportu-

nities for SMEs to become better
equipped in the face of challenge.
Over the past few months, close
to 150 representatives from nearly
100 local SMEs comprising both
food and non-food business cate-
gories have joined the Academy’s
targeted training and business de-
velopment sessions.

During the sessions, representa-
tives from Melco’s Hygiene & Food
Safety, Property Services, Com-
pliance and Supply Chain teams
shared the latest industry updates
and related information. Food Sa-
fety & Hygiene program topics co-
vered experiences and best practi-
ces on food traceability, food safety
enhancement and compliance
with international standards. The

Melco sustainability strategy ‘Abo-
ve & Beyond’ was also introduced
while promoting the importan-
ce of collaboration between local
SME businesses and corporations
such as Melco for Macau’s sustai-
nable growth.

Ethics training presented details
of the company’s code of business
conduct, while Supply Chain team
colleagues shared details of Melco’s
14-day Express Payment Scheme.
Launched in August, the fast track
payment initiative ensures Melco’s
SME partners will be paid within
14 days of receipt of deliverables
with aim to ease cash flow pressu-
res and help local suppliers overco-
me the challenges of recent unpre-
cedented times.

Mr. Clarence Chung, Board
Director of Melco Resorts & En-
tertainment, said, “We hear, un-
derstand and appreciate the pre-
sent needs of local SME vendors
and pledge to stand by their side
as we weather through these ne-
ver-before-encountered times of
challenge. We are confident Mel-
co’s fast track payment initiative,
together with the programs and
activities available at the recently
relaunched Melco SME Academy,
will help alleviate liquidity pressu-
res of our local SME partners and
better prepare SMEs with targe-
ted, technical knowledge to help
strengthen them to overcome the
challenges of today for a better to-
morrow.”
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Sands China records
net loss of $562
million in Q3

LYNZY VALLES

AMING operator

Sands China has re-
ported a net loss of $562
million in the third quar-
ter of this year, up from the
$549 million loss recorded
in the second quarter.

During the third quar-
ter, the gaming operator’s
revenue stood at $167
million, according to re-
sults published by pa-
rent company Las Vegas
Sands.

As cited in the finan-
cial report on its website,
the U.S. casino and hotel
operator’'s operations in
Macau were the biggest
contributor to the group’s
overall net losses which
stood at $731 million in
the July to September pe-
riod.

AD b

“Our greatest priority
as the recovery continues
remains our deep com-
mitment to supporting
our team members and
to helping those in need
in each of our local com-
munities of Macau, Sin-
gapore and Las Vegas. We
remain optimistic about
the eventual complete
recovery of travel and tou-
rism spending across our
markets, as well as our
future growth prospects,”
said Sheldon Adelson,
chairman and chief exe-
cutive officer.

The casinos operated
by Sands China repor-
ted an adjusted EBITDA
loss of $233 million. This
includes the $68 million
net revenue loss at The
Venetian Macao, the $22
million loss at Sands Co-

tai Central and the $40
million loss in revenue
at The Parisian Macao,
among others.

As previously reported,
the gaming operator has
reportedly borrowed $404
million from its revolving
credit facility to help cover
the nearly $200 million
per month it takes to keep
the company’s Macau ve-
nues running.

According to a note
seen by GGRAsia, broke-
rage Jefferies Group LLC
said that the losses posted
by the company were “not
a surprise,” noting that it
was already expected by
investment analysts.

“However, = manage-
ment appear relatively
positive on the outlook,”
noted analyst Andrew
Lee.

1T ARRESTED FOR ILLEGAL
FISHING ON HKZMB

LEVEN ‘“fishing enthusiasts” were re-

cently arrested for unauthorized fishing
on a pier of the Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau
Bridge (HKZMB). Twenty-six fishing rods and
five foam boxes of fish have been seized by the
mainland law enforcement authority.

The individuals conducted the act on a pier
in the jurisdiction of Zhuhai.

Video footage shows fishing rods protru-
ding from the steel boxes on the pier, exposing
the group’s illegal actions.

Local authorities said that fishing seriously
affects the navigability of the Qingzhou wa-
terway, while posing a danger to the bridge
and to the anglers.

As for how the anglers arrived at the pier,
they chartered a boat that took them there.
It took two boat trips to bring them all to the
pier.

According to the relevant provisions of the
Public Security Administration Punishment
Law, the public security entities imposed a
five-day administrative detention on the boat
operator and fined him 500 Chinese yuan, on
top of confiscating his illegal income of 500
Chinese yuan.

The 11 anglers, on the other hand, were gi-
ven only a warning as this was their first viola-
tion and because of their cooperation with the
investigation.

Law enforcement officials stated that, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of

GLOBAL TIMES
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the Law of the People’s Republic of China on
Public Security Administration Penalties, if a
ship enters or docks without authorization in
waters or islands that are prohibited or res-
tricted by the country, the person in charge of
the ship and the responsible persons will be
fined 500 to 1,000 Chinese yuan, in addition to
being detained for up to five days. AL
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Anti-graft body detects three
cases of residency obtained
through deception

HE Commission Against

Corruption (CCAC) has de-

tected three cases involving

the use of forged documents
to apply for residency through invest-
ment immigration.

The applicant in one of the cases
was found to take the opportunity of
his relative purchasing a flat in Ma-
cau to register himself as an owner
some years ago. He then, as the ow-
ner, applied for temporary residency
to the Macau Trade and Investment
Promotion Institute (IPIM).

After investigation, the CCAC fou-
nd that the flat was actually purcha-
sed by the relative of the applicant
who lived there. To guarantee the ri-
ghts and interests of his relative, the
applicant conferred the right of dis-
position to the former, who would
sell the flat upon the latter becoming
a permanent resident of Macau.

In another case, the applicant was

T1 HOISTED AS TYPHOON MOVES CLOSER TO MACAU

suspected to have been involved in
the bogus purchase of two flats so
as to apply for temporary residency
to the IPIM some years ago. After in-
vestigation, the CCAC found that the
flat had all along been owned by the
relative who lived there. The relevant
transactions were found to be bogus.

After becoming a permanent resi-
dent of Macau, the applicant trans-
ferred the ownership of one flat back
to his relative. The other flat was put
on sale by the relative whom was con-
ferred the right of disposition.

The CCAC also found that a resi-
dent from the Chinese mainland was
suspected to have obtained residen-
¢y in Macau by means of providing
false academic records during his
application for temporary residency
through purchasing immovable pro-
perty.

After investigation, the CCAC fou-
nd that the academic records submi-

tted by the said person were factually
incorrect — neither did he study at the
secondary school or graduate from it
as claimed.

The applicants in the three cases
allegedly committed document for-
gery provided for in Law on Illegal
Entry, Illegal Stay and Deportation.
The CCAC has completed the rele-
vant investigations and referred the
cases to the Public Prosecutions Of-
fice for follow-up work.

The CCAC discovery of the three
cases comes just weeks after a former
president of IPIM was sentenced to
a two-year jail term for breach of se-
crecy and inexact asset declaration.
Former president Jackson Chang
had been accused of abuse of power,
corruption and criminal association
charges but was acquitted during the
trial. According to his lawyer, Chang is
now appealing the decision reached
by the Court of First Instance. DB

THE Meteorologi-
cal and Geophysical
Bureau (SMG) hoisted

Typhoon Signal No.1 at 6
p-m. yesterday, and anti-
cipates that it is reasona-
bly likely that it will raise
that to Signal No.3 today.

Typhoon Saudel is lo-
cated over the northern
part of the South China
Sea. It is moving nor-
thwestwards and is ex-
pected to make landfall
in Hainan or central Viet-
nam.

It is expected to be
closest to Macau today,
though the typhoon will
remain about 450 kilo-
meters away from the re-
gion.

The possibility of is-
suing Typhoon Signal No.
3 early in this morning
is “medium to relatively
high.”
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At the same time, the
northeast monsoon is
also affecting Macau.
“The northerlies are ex-
pected to strengthen in
the next following days.
It will cool slightly with a

few light patches of rain,”
the bureau warned.

The bureau warned
earlier that the northeast
monsoon would affect
Macau later this week.

The public is advised

WOMAN SENT TO HOSPITAL AFTER
STRUCK BY FALLING CANOPY

falling piece of a bui-

ding exterior struck

a woman yesterday after-

noon who was walking on
a street in the ZAPE area.
The incident occur-

red on a pedestrianized
street adjacent to I Keng
Kok Building.

The woman, who was
aged around 30, was sent
to the public hospital for

emergency treatment,
the police said. She was
unconscious when she
was being sent to the hos-
pital.

The detached part of

to pay attention to the
change in weather and
the latest information.
The Hong Kong Ob-
servatory also issued
Typhoon Signal No.1 yes-
terday at 5:40 p.m. LV

the building was repor-
ted to be a piece of the
canopy that had rusted.
Rock debris littered the
floor in the street area af-
fected by the incident.

Media reports cite the
Fire Services Bureau as
saying that the building
parts fell from the 21st
floor. DB

GREAT
TIMES

MGM Hosts Cheers, Macau!
in a Bid to Lift Spirits in Town

I t's that time of year again when malts turn golden
and air gets crisp. Now through November 1, MGM
presents Cheers, Macau! = a reinvented experience
that appreciates specialty beers and German comfort
foods, in a bid to lift spirits in town! Cheers, Macau! is
held at Anytime, the atrium area situated under the
world-record haolder Spectacle roof of MGM COTAI,
every night from 6pm to Mpm. With just as much fun
guaranteed, it offers Happy Hour free-flow beer along
with an array of authentic German gastronomies to pay
hemage to the Bavarian carnival vibe. Come along, kick
back under the glazed roof as you sip and savor your
way to this one-of-a-kind, fun and alive bierfest!

Say “Cheers” under the Spectacle at Anytime

Taking place in a meticulously engineered space
surrounded by 25 LED screens, Cheers, Macau! is set o
bring you a unigue and awe-inspiring entertainment
experience, Guests will get to soak up the energetic
atmosphere curated by the dynamic music and astonish-
ing visual projections, alongside some exclusive bierfest
decorations.

This spectacular occasion Is complemented with the
free-flow draught beer offer, where guests may enjoy
unlimited steins of Paulaner ar Heineken from 6pm to
gpm every night, starting from just MOP190", An
extensive lineup of German comfort foods, such as the
ever-popular roasted pork knuckles, pretzels, cold cut
platters and more, will be served to your table. To double
the joy, exclusive discounts are also applicable for Miife
Members, Macau locals and users of selected payment
platforms.

Bringing the Fun to Your Home and Beyond

What's more, MGM has partnered with local food
delivery service company Aomi to present a takeaway
menu for Cheers, Macau! You may now satisfy your
craving with food and beer from Cheers, Macau! at home
or anywhere you want.

Book your table now to enjoy the relaxed hospitality
and fun atmosphere! For reservations and enquiries,
please call (853) BR06 2338 or visit www.mgm.mao,
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HSBC'S ICONIC HONG KONG LIONS
MAKE RETURN IN SUBDUED CITY

ALFRED LIU

AMAGED and defaced during

tumultuous protests at the
start of this year, the two bronze
lion statues standing guard ou-
tside HSBC Holdings PIc’s main
office in Hong Kong have made
their return to the public in a city
subdued by a Chinese crackdown
on dissent.

The lions, nicknamed “Ste-
phen” and “Stitt,” were unveiled
yesterday following an almost
10-month restoration project af-
ter they were splashed with spray
paint and partly set ablaze during
a mass march at the start of this
year.

“Stephen and Stitt have wat-
ched over HSBC Main Building
for 85 years,” Peter Wong, the
bank’s Asia Pacific chief execu-
tive officer, said in a statement.
“Through good times and bad,
they have been an enduring part
of Hong Kong’s story.”

Pro-democracy protests ro-
cked the city for months last year,
but have all but disappeared after
China imposed a new security law
on the city and strict social dis-
tancing rules were put in place to
prevent the spread of the corona-
virus. Most recently, attempts at
protests on China’s national day
earlier this month were quickly
stamped out by thousands of riot
police, who swept up scores of
people before they could mobili-
ze.

HSBC, which counts Hong
Kong as its biggest market, has

BLOOMBERG

been caught in a tough spot. The
attack on the lions came after the
bank closed an account linked
to the city’s pro-democracy mo-
vement in November. It has also
seen some of its branches atta-
cked.

Under pressure from Beijing,
the lender also this year publicly
endorsed China’s new security
law, drawing further ire from ac-
tivists in the city. The London-ba-
sed lender’s relationship with Chi-
na has become increasingly tense,
with Chinese media blasting it

over its role in the U.S. investiga-
tion of Huawei Technologies Co.
Last month, the ruling Commu-
nist Party’s Global Times newspa-
per reported that the bank could
be put on an “unreliable entity”
list that aims to punish firms that
damage China’s national security.

China is crucial in HSBC Chief
Executive Officer Noel Quinn’s
plan to boost profits. Quinn is
speeding up shakeup of its global
operations, pivoting further into
Asia as its European operations
lose money and it struggles with

] .‘-_1

ballooning bad debt and low in-
terest rates. The bank was this
month for the first time since
2017 not part of a group of banks
arranging China’s  sovereign
dollar debt sale.

But there are now indications
the standoff with China could be
easing. The Global Times on Oct.
20 in a post on Twitter highlighted
comments HSBC Chairman Mark
Tucker made to a conference in
Shanghai about the bank’s plans
to expand in China. The tweet was
then followed up on by China’s

U.K. ambassador, Liu Xiaoming.
The two lions - animals the
Chinese believe bring good for-
tune and prosperity to those they
guard - were first placed to watch
over its Shanghai office in 1923.
They were replicated in 1935 and
shipped to Hong Kong, where
one was named “Stephen” - after
A.G. Stephen, who commissioned
the sculptures and served as the
bank’s chief manager from 1920
to 1924 - and the other “Stitt,” af-
ter G.H. Stitt, its then-manager in
Shanghai. BLOOMBERG

China criticizes US media
controls as 'political oppression’

HINAS government yester-

day demanded Washington
stop “political oppression” of
Chinese media after more were
ordered to register as foreign
missions but gave no indication
how Beijing might retaliate.

The order Wednesday, whi-
ch requires Chinese media to
register their employees in the
United States, adds to conflict
over technology and security
that have plunged U.S.-Chinese
relations to their lowest level in
decades.

A foreign ministry spokes-
man, Zhao Liajian, called the
move “political oppression.”

“China firmly opposes and
strongly condemns unreasona-
ble U.S. actions,” Zhao said at
a regular news briefing. “China
urges the United States to chan-
ge course, correct its mistakes
and stop the political oppres-

sion and unreasonable restric-
tions on Chinese media.”

The latest steps apply to six
Chinese newspapers and other
media and raise the total num-
ber of outlets affected to 15.

Earlier, the Trump adminis-
tration imposed limits on how
many people Chinese media
can employ and put them on
90-day visas. Beijing retaliated
by expelling reporters for The
New York Times, The Washin-
gton Post and The Wall Street
Journal and has given re-
maining American reporters
two-month visas.

The Trump administration
contends that Chinese em-
ployees of state media act more
as propagandists and agents for
the Communist Party than jour-
nalists.

The latest measures apply
to Yicai Global, Jiefang Daily,

Xinmin Evening News, Social
Sciences in China Press, Beijing
Review, and Economic Daily.
Controls announced earlier af-
fect the Xinhua News Agency,
China Global Television Ne-
twork, China Radio Internatio-
nal, China Daily Distribution
Corp., Hai Tian Development
USA, China Central Television,
China News Service, the Peo-
ple’s Daily and the Global Times.

Also this year, Washington
ordered China’s consulate in
Houston closed. Beijing respon-
ded by closing the U.S. Consu-
late in the western Chinese city
of Chengdu.

The Trump administration
also has announced sanctions
on Chinese officials, companies
and government agencies for
their actions in Tibet, Taiwan,
Hong Kong and the South Chi-
na Sea. AP

US APPROVES $1 BILLION IN
NEW ARMS SALES TO TAIWAN

MATTHEW LEE,
WASHINGTON

HE Trump ad-

ministration has
approved the sale of
more than a billion
dollars worth of ad-
vanced weaponry
for Taiwan in a move
that will enrage China
and further exacerba-
te tensions between
Washington and Bei-
jing that have are
already heated over
issues such as trade,
Tibet, Hong Kong and
the South China Sea.

The State Depart-
ment announced
Wednesday it had
greenlighted the sale
of 135 precision land
attack missiles, asso-
ciated equipment and
training to Taiwan to

improve its defense
capabilities. The pa-
ckage is worth just
over a billion dollars,
it said in a statement.
The missiles are made
by Boeing.

“This proposed
sale serves U.S. na-
tional, economic and
security interests by
supporting the reci-
pient’s continuing ef-
forts to modernize its
armed forces and to
maintain a credible
defensive capability,”
it said in a statement.
“The proposed sale
will help improve the
security of the reci-
pient and assist in
maintaining political
stability” as well as
military balance and
economic progress in
the region.

“The recipient will
be able to employ a hi-
ghlyreliable and effec-
tive system to increase
their warfighting ef-
fectiveness as needed,
which can counter or
deter aggressions by
demonstrated preci-
sion against surface
targets,” it said.

China regards
Taiwan as a renega-
de province and has
reacted furiously to
previous U.S. arms
sales to theisland. The
Trump  administra-
tion has stepped up
military and diploma-
tic support for Taiwan
in recent months, in-
cluding offering sig-
nificant backing for its
efforts to combat the
coronavirus  pande-
mic. AP
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THAILAND Prayuth, in the taped speech,

Gov't cancels emergency
decree in bid to calm protests

GRANT PECK, BANGKOK

HAILAND’S  govern-

ment yesterday cance-

led a state of emergen-

cy it had declared last
week for Bangkok in a gesture
offered by the embattled pri-
me minister to cool student-led
protests seeking democracy re-
forms.

The decree had banned pu-
blic gatherings of more than
four people and allowed censor-
ship of the media, among other
provisions. It was challenged
in court by an opposition party
and a group of university stu-
dents.

The revocation of the emer-
gency decree, effective at noon
yesterday, declared that the si-
tuation had been mitigated and
could now be dealt with by exis-
ting laws.

Prime  Minister Prayuth
Chan-ocha went on national
television on Wednesday night
to appeal to the protesters to
reduce political tensions and
promised to lift the emergency

AP PHOTO

Pro-democracy activists march to the Government House, prime minister’s office

during a protest march in Bangkok, Thailand this week

measure.

“I will make the first move
to deescalate this situation,” he
said. “I am currently preparing
to lift the state of severe emer-
gency in Bangkok and will do so
promptly if there are no violent
incidents.”

As he was speaking, protesters
marched near Government Hou-
se, his office, to demand he step
down. They also asked for the re-
lease of their colleagues who were
arrested in connection with ear-
lier protests.

They said that if their demands

were not met, they would return
in three days. Although the pro-
testers pushed their way through
police lines, neither side resorted
to violence.

There were no large demons-
trations yesterday, as some pro-
testers said they were taking a rest
day. Wednesday had marked the
eighth straight day of rallies.

The protesters are pressing for
a more democratic constitution
and reforms to the monarchy.
The implicit criticism of the royal
institution has stirred controversy
because it traditionally has been
treated as sacrosanct and a pillar
of national identity.

On Wednesday, royalists held
rallies in several cities, in many
cases led by civil servants, in what
they said was defense of the mo-
narchy. At a small rally in Ban-
gkok, there were fights between
anti-government protesters and
palace supporters.

Friday could see the royalists
turn out again, as it is Chulalon-
gkorn Day, a public holiday ho-
noring one of the country’s most
revered kings.

pleaded with his countrymen to
resolve their political differences
through Parliament.

The government on Tuesday
approved a request to recall Par-
liament to deal with the political
crisis in a special session from
next Monday to Wednesday.

The appeal for a solution in
Parliament was unlikely to win
over protesters, as some of their
core complaints are that the cons-
titution and the political structu-
re it created are undemocratic, in
part because it was written after a
2014 military coup. Prayuth him-
self led that coup, which toppled
an elected government during
political unrest that featured wi-
despread street protests.

The cancelation of the state of
emergency came as Bangkok Ci-
vil Court was preparing to rule on
motions to revoke the decree on
the basis that it illegally abridged
freedom of assembly.

The opposition Pheu Thai par-
ty had been one of the complai-
nants, and the head of its team
at the court said that he was not
impressed that Prayuth had lifted
the decree.

“He’s really doing it to protect
himself. Why? Because if he didn’'t
lift the emergency decree today;,
and the court ordered the tempo-
rary protection of the protesters,
it would mean all his orders and
announcement relating to this
were illegal,” said lawmaker Cho-
lanan Srikaew. AP
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VIEWERS' GUIDE

After chaotic debate,
Trump, Biden try again

FTER meetinglast

month in perhaps

the most chaotic

ebate in modern

history, President Donald

Trump and his Democratic

rival, Joe Biden, will take the

stage this morning [Macau
time] to give it another go.

The bar to improve upon
their last prime-time mee-
ting is low: Their first debate
was punctuated by frequent
interruptions, mostly from
Trump, leaving the two men
talking over each other and
Biden eventually telling the
president to “shut up.” A
planned second debate di-
dn’t happen after the Repu-
blican president was diag-
nosed with the coronavirus
and refused to participate
in a virtual format. Biden
and Trump instead partici-
pated in dueling town halls
on competing television ne-
tworks.

Todays'’s debate, starting
at 9 am. [Macau Time],
from Nashville, Tennessee,
marks the candidates’ se-
cond and final face-to-face
meeting, with Election Day
less than two weeks away.

Here’s what to watch:

MUTED MICROPHONES

After viewers of the last
presidential debate bemoa-
ned the moderator’s inabili-
ty to cut off the candidates’
microphones, the nonpar-
tisan Commission on Presi-
dential Debates responded
with an announcement this
week that each candidate’s
microphone will be turned
off while his opponent gives
a two-minute answer to an
initial question on each de-
bate topic.

After those initial replies,
the microphones will stay
on during open discus-
sion, leaving it likely there
will still be lots of crosstalk
during rebuttals.

CORONAVIRUS

Since the last debate,
Trump was diagnosed with
and hospitalized for CO-
VID-19. The Republican
has cast the virus and his
own infection in positive
terms, resumed holding
large campaign rallies and
attacked the government’s
top infectious-disease ex-
pert, Dr. Anthony Fauci.
Biden, who has portrayed
the Trump administration’s
response as an abject failu-

AP “PHOTO

Trump, Biden

re, has taken a much more
cautious approach. He re-
gularly wears a mask, holds
small in-person campaign
events and releases his CO-
VID-19 test results, which
have been negative. Look
for them to focus on perso-
nal choices as much as their
differing policy plans.

FAMILY AND
PERSONAL ATTACKS

The president for months
has been making accusa-
tions of corruption against
Biden and has lately inten-
sified his focus on unveri-
fied claims about Biden’s
son Hunter. During the last
debate, the president did
not shy away from bringing
up Biden’s family, targeting
the former vice president’s
son for his history of subs-
tance misuse, and attacked
Biden’s intelligence.

Biden aides anticipate
Trump will again level sea-
ring personal attacks during
the debate. The Democrat
is expected to try to redirect
to his core argument that
Trump is unfit for the job.

RACE

Following a summer
marked by protests across
the country over racial in-
justice, Trump has repea-
tedly portrayed himself
as a greater champion for
Black Americans than Bi-
den is while emphasizing
a law-and-order theme.
But during the last deba-
te, Trump gave a reluctant
answer when asked if he
would condemn white su-
premacists, and he refused
to outright condemn a far-
-right fascist group, instead
telling them to “ stand back

and stand by.”
Biden, who frequently
acknowledges systemic

racism, has accused the
president of encouraging

a rise of white supremacy
and armed militias and ci-
tes Trump’s comments that
there were “very fine peo-
ple” on both sides of a 2017
white supremacist rally in
Charlottesville, Virginia, as
the impetus for his presi-
dential run.

Look for the Democrat
to continue hitting those
themes while Trump casts
Biden as responsible for hel-
ping send millions of Black
Americans to prison with a
1994 crime law when Biden
was a senator.

LEADERSHIP AND
NATIONAL SECURITY

Look for Trump to conti-
nue promoting his “America
First” policies, which have
pulled the U.S. out of mul-
tilateral agreements that he
maintains were not in the
country’s interests. He’s also
likely to highlight construc-
tion of more than 200 miles
(320 kilometers) of his pro-
mised wall along the U.S.-
-Mexico border and recently
brokered deals normalizing
relations between Bahrain
and the United Arab Emira-
tes and Israel.

Biden has accused the
president of alienating
long-standing U.S. allies.
Expect him to focus on
Trump’s efforts to sustain a
relationship with Vladimir
Putin’s Russia despite war-
nings from U.S. intelligence
agencies that Russia inter-
fered in the 2016 U.S. presi-
dential election and allega-
tions that Russia offered se-
cret bounties for American
deaths in Afghanistan.

IMMIGRATION
Immigration isn't among
the featured topics expected
during the debate, but look
to whether Biden seeks to
raise the issue on the heels
of a report this week that

court-appointed  lawyers
have been unable to find the
parents of 545 children se-
parated at the U.S.-Mexico
border early in the Trump
administration. Biden
has repeatedly slammed
Trump’s immigration poli-
cies, something that Trump
featured prominently in his
2016 campaign.

MODERATOR
AND FORMAT

The debate will be mo-
derated by NBC News Whi-
te House correspondent
Kristen Welker. Welker will
be the first Black woman to
serve as the moderator of
a presidential debate since
Carole Simpson in 1992.

The debate be divided
into six 15-minute segmen-
ts, each on a topic selected
by Welker: “Fighting CO-
VID-19,” “American Fami-
lies,” “Race in America,”
“Climate Change,” “National
Security” and “Leadership.”

Trump and Biden will
each have his microphone
cut off while his rival deli-
vers an opening two-minu-
te answer to each of the six
debate topics, the commis-
sion announced. The mute
button won't figure into the
open discussion portion of
the debate.

HOW TO WATCH

The 90-minute debate will
start at 9 p.m. EDT [9 a.m.
today, Macau time] and will
be aired on major networks
and cable news channels
including ABC, CBS, CNN,
Fox, Fox News Channel,
Fox Business Network, PBS,
NBC, MSNBC, Noticias Te-
lemundo and C-SPAN. Most
of the networks will offer a
way to watch the debate live
online, through their apps
and accounts on YouTu-
be and other social media
channels. MDT/AP

° ° ° ¥
this day in history @
1951 CHURCHILL DENIES

'WARMONGER' CLAIMS

The Conservative leader, Winston Churchill, has wou-
nd up his election campaign with a hard-hitting speech in
which he vigorously denied accusations of warmongering.

The former prime minister, who is bidding to return to of-
fice after sixyearsin opposition, was speakingin Devonport
in Plymouth, on the final day of the five week campaign.

Labour has been in power since the end of World War
Ilin 1945. Labour leader Clement Attlee was returned to
government in February 1950 - but his administration has
beenhampered by a strong opposition and splits within his
own party.

His decision to go to the polls now in the hope of increa-
sing his majority comes at a time of worsening oil dispute
with Persia and Egypt's attempt to regain control of the
Suez Canal.

Labour has concentrated its attack on Mr Churchill and
the Conseratives saying their return to government would
make a third world war more likely.

"Whose finger on the trigger?" has become the slogan
for this campaign after the Daily Mirror coined the phrase
for afront-page headline.

Mr Churchill firmly rejected the charge of warmonger in
today's speech: "This is a cruel and ungrateful accusation.
ltis the opposite of the truth.

"If Iremainin public life at this juncture itis because, rightly
orwrongly but sincerely, | believe that Imay be able to make
animportant contribution to the prevention of a third world
war, and to bringing nearer that lasting peace settlement
which the masses of the people of every race and in every
land fervently desire."

Mr Churchill said he had sought to prevent war ever since
his speech at Fulton in the United States in March 1946, in
which he spoke of an “iron curtain” descending across the
continent of Europe and the need to reach agreement
through the auspices of the United Nations Organisation.

Mr Churchill went on to attack Mr Attlee and his govern-
ment's track record.

“Nothing could be worse for our country and nothing
could be more injurious to the cause of world peace than
for Mr Attlee to be returned dependent upon a sham re-
conciliation between the main body of the Socialist Party
and the powerful and turbulent left-wing forces whom Mr
Bevanrepresents,” he said.

Mr Bevan resigned from the government in protest at
a decision to raise funds for rearmament by charging for
spectacles and dentures, which had previously been free
on the NHS - established during his period as minister of
health.

He is seen by some on the left wing of the party as alea-
derinwaiting

Courtesy BBCNews

IN CONTEXT

Winston Churchill won the election, returning to the post
of prime minister for the first time in peacetime at the
age of 77.

The Conservatives took 321 seats to Labour's 295. The
Liberals had not even been able to put up a candidate

in every constituency and consequently lost out to the
Conservatives.

However, Labour polled the highest share of the vote,
gaining 12,948,605 votes, 200,000 more than Churchill
received and higher than any ofits landslide victories in
1945, 1966 or 1997.

Mr Churchill was knightedin 1953.

He served as prime minister until 1955 when he resigned
due to poor health. He returned to the backbenches until
his deathin 1965.
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FOR SALE

Nova City Apartment for Sale
HK$12,880,000 1,494 ft? 3. 2

Large 3+1 bed High floor & balcony
$29,800/mth 2332123 k= 4

Rain Dance Property
"We dance until it's SOLDI"

==

Renovated Duplex, Macau with Amazing View

HK$4,200,000 817 ft* 2= 2 &

FOR SALE/ RENT

[Macau] Seaview Garden B3en2l

1,420 ft> $10,900,000(ref: 20016004)

4= 2%
(ref: 19096001)

[Cotai] One Grantai
2,556 ft* $25,600,000

[Taipa] GreatView Apartment 4= 2%
2,060 ft* $28,000/mth (ref: 20031001)

[Taipa] Private house 2saw3k=3%e
4,266 ft? $45,000/mth (ref: 19055006ST)
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)

E
property s

(853) 2835 2699

hello@jmlproperty.com
www.jmlproperty.com
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BOOK IT

A SONG FOR

THE DARK TIMES
CONTAINS TWO
MYSTERIES

AN Rankin’s best-known

character, John Rebus, typi-
cally resides in the dark world
of the human soul and thin-
gs are no different in “A Song
for the Dark Times,” Rankin’s
newest Inspector Rebus novel.

However, Rebus is an ins-
pector no more and in fact the
well retired copper is moving
apartments in the opening of
the story to a ground floor flat,
due to ill health, assisted by
trusted friend Detective Ins-
pector Siobhan Clarke.

With a dog named Brillo to
mind and boxes — including
stacks of old case files— to un-
pack, the reader might be for-
given for thinking Rebus will
be relegated to the sidelines.
Not so. The murder of a weal-
thy Saudi student in Edinbur-
gh, followed by a mysterious
missing person case, one with
a close family connection to

AD b

Rebus, has the retiree heading
to the Scotland Highlands to
investigate.

Rankin's plot whips be-
tween the two cases, like a
Scottish gale, with Clarke and
team investigating the mur-
der — the case touches on re-
cent real-world events such as
Brexit, anti-immigrant violen-
ce and the murder of Adnan
Khashoggi. Rebus, meanwhile,
attempts to mend fences with
his partially estranged daugh-
ter, Samantha, as he searches
for her missing partner and
probes possible links to a local
commune and an abandoned
World War Two internment
camp.

The Rebus of “A Song for the
Dark Times” is a slightly dimi-
nished one — he is drinking
less, nor do we find him spar-
ring with local Edinburgh gan-
gster Ger Cafferty, though he

NIW YORE TiMIE BISTSELLING AUTHOR

N

A SONG
DARK TIMES

i,
W Wi

AM IHSPECTOR BEBUS NOVEL

“A Song for the Dark Times,” by lan
Rankin (Little, Brown)

does play a role in the drama.
The retired detective is a wee
bit less enjoyable to read, but
he is a familiar character with
whom the reader will feel
comfortable.

Rebus is still the dogged
investigator, able to make in-
tuitive leaps about the dark
places that inhabit the human
soul and lead some to commit
murder, whether in the dis-
tant past or in more recent ti-
mes. Rankin will in time, likely
retire Rebus for good, so we
should appreciate him while
we still have him. JONATHAN
ELDERFIELD, AP

tTUNES

Seventeen offerfleeting
distraction with new EP

S it a “Ho-
merun” for
Seventeen?
With special
album “;(Semi-
colon),” Seven-
teen offer some
comfort pop.
Punctua-
tion can be dif-
ficult, as is pu-
tting together
a great album.

“Semicolon,” by Seventeen (Pledis
Entertainment)

single  “Ho-
me;run” is an
upbeat  po-

ppyfied lindy
hop that gets
the energy up
in the room,
followed by a
slow burn trap
bass line with
“Doremi”;
“Hey Buddy”
has a playful

Semicolons
are notorious little bumps in
the road of run-on sentences.
Do they join or do they sepa-
rate? K-pop’s “self-producing
idols” Seventeen take the or-
thographic challenge of bri-
dging their 2020 with a third
extended play but not a full-
-blown fourth studio album.
The six-track record’s stra-
tegy is to offer easily palatab-
le fare for this difficult period
and what better way than
to burrow in nostalgia? First

‘80s  instru-
mentation vibe that pairs well
with the easy listening aura
of “Ah!Love!”; “Light a Flame”
has the whole orchestra pitch
in with a Latin-flavored tune
while “All My Love” catches
a whiff of one of those ‘90s
boyband hooks.

“;(Semicolon)” sums up the
entire year perfectly: a little
entertainment, a little distrac-
tion and, as the hours pass, a
little forgettable. CRISTINA
JALERU, AP

S A PARTNERS:
B85 Ruijosé da Cunha®
ILEE T Alvaro Radrgues®

Bl Fhao lu®e
Em‘t_&' ey Me RUEir Margue

FRER ASSOCLATES:
BT Adeling Cormeda ®
M Zelna Rodrigues
EFM Susana Batalha
AR Maria [ofio Marue

F‘:i‘i 1{; clha Berenpu
b
FF |ﬂ_ﬁ'_a. Mira Antdea Geeslis
MHEE Carlos dos
OB Nelon de Arevedo
BE :-'I-':l' Wisra Bastos

Skl Ruielez de Moura

BB Miguel Bvansio
BRIES Joana Chan

FHmEE 1o Xiaorong Yar
s IEF] Maria Moras
_ﬂtﬁ;}_&s Viana Hong
B Ana Leon

;'; .‘-Eiﬁ FredericaVon B
SRR (oo g Vy'al Hong
PEEEIE Eurico Chan
WEEFE MeoTeng Foing

EEEE JURISTS:
ﬁﬁ;f José |. Rodrigues

AR Candice Pun

;-EJE'EE Munc Sardhoba s Mata ®

ariana Afonso Esteves
Santos Ferre

L T Jodn Gongalves Assungao

THIE Artdnio Manusl dos Sante

o protect the health and safety of our Clients and Staff, we continue
implementing prevention measures at the office entrance, as
recommended by the local Authorities.

BERE Antdnio lsdo de Azereds

i

BEEM TRAINEF LAWYERS:

ERARLNZEA AR RRTEEE.

A: Av. da Praia Grande 759, 3-5 Floars
Macau SAR, China

Hohb: P S K B 75955 3-51%

Tel: (853) 2837 2642 / 2837 2623

Office hours:

RTREZFPMSTHNREMNZE, HFFEEZBAERFR

Mon-Thu: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:30

Fri: 9:30-13:00, 14:30-18:00
Sat: 9:00-13:00

WwwW.CCADVOG.COM

8 S

&

CsC

LAWYERS
&NOTARIES

SRICF 1995




www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 23.10.2020

T

4 MacauDaily mrisasss

INMesS

page 15
#57) EXTRA

WELLNESS
TIME TO SHINE

LLI:E in a urban environ-
ent like Macau can be
hectic. To reduce stress and
anxiety, getting a massage is
one of the best ways to re-
lax and unwind. Shine Spa
at Sheraton Grand Macao
is a unique oasis that offers
treatments tailoring to indi-
vidual needs.

Paying homage to the five
elements of traditional Chi-
nese medicine, treatments at
Shine Spa spoil guests with
Elemental Herbology pro-
ducts that incorporate the
restorative benefits of the
five elements of Feng Shui —
Wood, Fire, Earth, Metal and
Water — and focus on skin
nutrition to increase vitality
and youthfulness.

“At our spa, products are

By Davy Chiu

tailored specifically to clien-
ts’ needs and preferences.
From the pressure to the mu-
sic or room temperature, one
can tell us to adjust anytime.
In regards to the massage,
we can usually feel where
our client would need more
work and make recommen-
dations,” says Senior Thera-
pist Michelle Shi.

Extremely  well-trained
and attentive to every de-
tail, the therapists at Shine
Spa are well-known for their
superb service and excellent
massage skills. From now
until the 19th of December, a
new range of great value of-
fers and treatment packages
are available. It is indeed the
perfect way to pamper one-
self. IS
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ANTASTIC FRIENDS was very impressive in his track work in the working, his trainer

KM Chin took him out for some fast work and he responded well to his asking. Fan-
tastic Friends has the ability to perform well on the sand track, he has proven that in his
races before. You can ignore his poor performance in his last race, it wasmt his day in that
outing. Fantastic Friends is looking to end his run of outs with a breakthrough success. In
his work under a tight hold you can see him coming to hand expecting some improvement
here from him, he drawn well in gate 1, I reckoned he is still on the upside and he still
appear to have a number of rating points in hand. Fantastic Friends is capable of grabbing

another win tonight. Happy Weekend.

Race 5 | Horse no. 5 Fantastic Friends
Win & Place bets & banker for your quinella

IRENE SAM, MDT

ANY city dwellers

do not have pa-

tience for a long

lunch during

most days. While eating fast

food is cheap and saves time,

nutritional values might have

to be compromised. In Macau,

it is difficult to find high qua-

lity and delicious rice dishes

that have good value for mo-

ney and nutritional integrity,

but one eatery goes the extra
mile to prepare simple food.

Take Eat Easy is a to-go es-

tablishment that prides them-

selves in providing healthy

TASTE OF EDESIA

Taste of home

lunches and dinner at a low
price. Their Hainanese master
chickenrice can compete with
any chicken rice available at
5-star integrated resorts, only
at a fraction of their price.
“Our sauces are made ac-
cording to the original Hainan
tradition, with garlic and chil-
li. The right amount of spice
with a little acidy makes the
entire experience of appre-

ciating the flavours fresh and
memorable,” says Chef Mi-
ckey.

Japanese miso grilled fish
rice is another must-try item.
The skin is crispy and aroma-
tic while the fish remains jui-
cy.

Made daily without any ar-
tificial enhancers, rice dishes
at Take Eat Easy are just like
homemade meals, but better.




4 MacauDalily mmsarss

m BUZz
I e s Banksy'’s playful take on a famous Impressionist painting has Alex Branczik, Sotheby’s European head of contemporary
sold at auction for 7.6 million pounds ($9.8 million), the se- art, said the work was one of the “strongest and most iconic”

cond-highest price ever paid for a work by the British street =~ Banksy works to appear at auction.

artist. Banksy, whose real name has never been officially confirmed,
“Show Me the Monet” sold to an unidentified bidder at So-  began his career spray-painting buildings in Bristol, England,

theby’s in London, surpassing its upper pre-sale estimate of 5  and has become one of the world’s best-known artists.

million pounds. Another Banksy work, “Devolved Parliament,” sold last year
In the 2005 work, Banksy added abandoned shopping carts at Sotheby’s in London for 9.9 million pounds. Earlier this

and an orange traffic cone to Claude Monet’s image of water = month, his graffiti-style piece “Forgive Us Our Trespassing”

T

OPINION _

World Views

Tim Duy, Bloomberg
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THE LACK OF FISCAL
AID WON'T WRECK US
CONSUMER SPENDING

In the world of investing, self-storage properties are
about as bland as it gets. Then again, U.S. consumers
are going to need a place to store the mountains of
stuff they bought during the pandemic. Retail sa-
les soared 1.9% in September, more than doubling
analysts’ estimates of a 0.8% gain. The surge came
despite the end of enhanced unemployment benefits
at the end of July. Although concern is rising that the
absence of a new fiscal aid package will cause retail
sales to falter, such worries give too much impor-
tance to fiscal aid in supporting retail sales and not
enough importance to the changing composition of
household spending.

The fiscal aid from earlier this year, tax rebates, for-
givable loans to businesses and enhanced unemploy-
ment benefits are widely believed to have saved retail
spending. Although those moves helped, what seems
to have been forgotten is that the drop in aggregate
spending — which accounts for about two-thirds of
the economy — early in the crisis actually exceeded
the drop of incomes after excluding transfer paymen-
ts. In short, saving rates would have risen even without
the extra fiscal aid.

But with the fiscal aid, savings accumulated even
faster and household balance sheets dramatically im-
proved. Indeed, spending growth since June has been

lilies in his garden at Giverny.

sold for $8.3 million at Sotheby’s in Hong Kong.
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CELEBRITIES UNITE TO
VARIOUS GET-OUT-
THE-VOTE EFFORTS

This combination photo shows Justin Bieber (from left) Dua Lipa and Demi Lovato who will take part ih
various planned events urging Americans to vot
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Indonesia Intense rains
caused alandslide at a
coal mine on Indonesia's
Sumatraisland that killed

11 miners, authorities

said yesterday. The slide
occurredinamine tunnel
about 20 meters deep at
Tanjung Lalang village in
Muara Enim district of South
Sumatra province. Rescuers
have recovered allthe
bodies.

Russia A trio of space
travelers safely returned
to Earth yesterday after
a six-month mission on
the International Space

tracking income growth excluding transfer payments, MARK KENNEDY, gggi?fgt s on CIE)S aI;d tures “Hamilton ‘orlglnal Station. The Soyuz MS-16
suggesting that consumers can maintain the pace of NEW YORK ccess on Oct. 29 cast member Ch.rlstopher capsule carrying NASA
consumption even without another fiscal aid package. at9 p.m.-10 p.m. ET/PT. Jackson, tennis great astronaut Chris Cassidy,

Notice, too, that aggregate spending remains below
pre-pandemic levels while retail sales are now above
pre-pandemic trends. This is because a change in the
composition in household spending is the driving

N the final days befo-
re the U.S. election,
celebrities from Kerry
Washington to Billie Jean

— The theater world
has it’s own push with
“Act Out: Vote 2020,” a
night of music and short

Billie Jean King, enter-
tainer Billy Porter, chef
Carla Hall and others re-
citing the words of voting

and Roscosmos' Anatoly
Ivanishin and Ivan Vagner
landed on the steppes of
Kazakhstan southeast of
the town of Dzhezkazgan.

force supporting retail sales more so than fiscal aid. King and Danai Gurira monologues. It's being rights icons including After a brief medical
Retail sales Bl mostly goods (excluding ff)oq SErvices are urging Americans to led by playwright and John Lewis, Frederick checkup, the three will be
of course) while overall household spending is mostly vote. Here are some of the ~ “The  Walking Dead” Douglass and Ruth Bader taken by helicopters to

about services. Moreover, goods spending has been a
steadily decreasing portion of overall spending for de-
cades, at least until this year.

In the 2007-2009 recession, the proportion of spen-
ding on goods fell. This year, the proportion rose
sharply. Goods spending now exceeds pre-pandemic
spending as suggested by the retail sales numbers
while services spending remains severely depressed.

In the 2007-2009 recession, households had a choi-
ce over how to curtail spending and opted to prioriti-
ze services. This year households really didn't have a
choice because much of the service economy, leisure
and hospitality in particular, remains encumbered by
the pandemic. Consequently, even as overall spen-
ding fell in-line with incomes excluding transfer pay-
ments and remains depressed, households are still
effectively forced into spending more on goods. The
only other option is to save even more but households
have already been saving well above their pre-pande-
mic preferences.

I had been thinking that retail sales would soon fall
back to its pre-pandemic trend. Now after thinking
through the situation as outlined above, I am less sure
that retail spending will quickly revert back to trend.
A full rebound of the services sector will not occur
before we get a widely available vaccine or herd im-
munity which means that households will continue to
tilt spending toward goods, holding that sector strong
even if the overall economy remains in a hole. To be
sure, perhaps consumers will eventually become sa-
ted with goods spending, but even in these partisan
times there remains a unifying force that binds all
Americans together: The love of shopping.

When the pandemic eases, spending will shift back
toward services. Don't panic when that happens; the
eventual slowdown in spending on goods won't be a
sign the economy is faltering but instead it is part of
the healing process. Until then, households will con-
tinue to fill basements, attics and garages with the
accumulated purchases of the pandemic era. They
will eventually need to find new places to store their
treasures and I expect they will turn to another feature
of the American landscape - the self-storage center.

free, nonpartisan efforts:

— Stars like Demi Lo-
vato, Justin Bieber, Amy
Schumer, Chelsea Han-
dler, Mark Ruffalo, Dua
Lipa, Vic Mensa, Uzo Adu-
ba, Mandy Moore, Russell
Westbrook, Katy Perry,
Jack Black and Common
are backing a virtual rally
on Saturday called “Vote
With Us.” The three-hour
event will stream at 3 p.m.
ET/Noon PT on www.vo-
tewith.us and simulcast
across YouTube. Parkland
school shooting survivors
and “March For Our Li-
ves” activists Emma Gon-
zalez and David Hogg will
also attend.

— The hourlong “Every
Vote Counts: A Celebra-
tion of Democracy” will
be hosted by Alicia Keys,
America Ferrera and Ker-
ry Washington. There will
be appearances by Amy
Schumer, Chris Rock, Co-
bie Smulders, Coldplay,
Condoleezza Rice, Eva
Longoria, Jennifer Lopez,
John Kasich, Kelly Clark-
son, Leonardo DiCaprio,
Lin-Manuel Miranda, Na-
talie Portman, Shaquille
O’Neal, Tan France, Wil-
mer Valderrama, and per-
formances by Keys, Dan
+ Shay, Offset and Shawn

star Danai Gurira, Tony
Award-winning direc-
tor Stephen Daldry and
two-time Pulitzer Prize
winner playwright Lynn
Nottage. There will be
performances by Yvette
Nicole Brown, Ryan J. Ha-
ddad, Brian Tyree Henry,
Lloyd Knight, Sandra Oh
and Ephraim Skyes. The
event will be available to
stream for free on Oct. 29
at 9 p.m. ET and then live
on YouTube until Nov. 2.

— The NFLs voting
campaign includes Sea-
ttle Seahawks head coach
Pete Carroll and quarter-
back Russell Wilson, San
Francisco 49ers tight end
George Kittle and Atlan-
ta Falcons running back
Todd Gurley. There’s also
an “Latinos Vote” exten-
sion campaign with NFL
legends and celebrities
encouraging the Latino
community to vote that
includes Victor Cuz, Ro-
berto Garza and Wilmer
Valderrama.

— Theater producer
Dale Mott and composer
Nolan Williams Jr. have
tapped their contacts to
create a rousing musical
video to encourage voter
participation. “I Have A
Right To Vote” video fea-

Ginsburg.

— Even Donald Duck
is championing voters.
The musical animated
short “Everybody Gets a
Vote” debuts Oct. 25 on
Disney Junior YouTu-
be and DisneyNOW and
Nov. 1 on Disney Junior.
It’s designed to encou-
rage kids aged 2-7 to de-
velop positive attitudes
about themselves and as
a member of a commu-
nity. In the video, Mickey
Mouse, Donald Duck,
Mira, Vampirina and baby
Kermit determine that a
vote is the fairest way to
choose a playtime game.

— Virgin Hotels, Sir Ri-
chard Branson’s lifestyle
hotel brand, haslaunched
a “Don’t Sleep on Voting”
campaign in partnership
with The Source. The so-
cial media based cam-
paign will roll out daily
video messages on Ins-
tagram from the likes of
rapper, singer and record
producer Vic Mensa, sin-
ger-songwriter Cassadee
Pope and comedian and
actor Felonious Munk.
Influencers were encou-
raged to create a video in
their own, personal style
to ensure a powerful call-
-to-action. AP
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Dzhezkazgan from where
they will depart home.

US The Trump
administration has approved
the sale of more than a billion
dollars worth of advanced
weaponry for Taiwanina
move that willenrage China
and further exacerbate
tensions between
Washington and Beijing that
have are already heated
overissues such as trade,
Tibet, Hong Kongand the
South China Sea. The State
Department announced
Wednesday it had
greenlighted the sale of 135
precision land attack missiles,
associated equipment and
training to Taiwan to improve
its defense capabilities.

HOLIDAY TIMES

Macau Daily  Times

will not be published
during the holiday. The
Times will be back on
the stands on Tuesday

October 27. However
the MDT website will be
updated with breaking
news during the recess
period. We wish our
readers, advertisers and
friends the best of times.



