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Japan has picked Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries as a main 
contractor to develop 
the country’s own next 
generation stealth fighter 
for launch in the 2030s, the 
defense minister said last 
week. Separately, Mitsubishi 
announced that it was 
suspending its civilian aircraft 
project given uncertainties for 
the travel industry due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Philippines A powerful super 
typhoon slammed into the 
eastern Philippines with 
ferocious winds yesterday, 
killing at least seven people 
and causing volcanic 
mudflows to bury houses 
before weakening as it blew 
toward Manila, where the 
capital’s main airport was shut 
down, officials said. Typhoon 
Goni hit the island province 
of Catanduanes at dawn 
with sustained winds of 225 
kilometers per hour and gusts 
of 280 kph.

Thailand For a second 
straight day Saturday, many 
university students in Bangkok 
boycotted a graduation 
ceremony attended by 
Thailand’s king and queen, 
as part of an unprecedented 
push for reform of the 
monarchy. A small group 
of royalists welcomed King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn and 
Queen Suthida when they 
arrived at the university. But 
some students lined up to be 
photographed receiving their 
degrees, not from the king, 
but from cut-outs of noted 
critics of the monarchy.

Indian government forces 
killed a top rebel commander 
in Kashmir during a gunbattle 
yesterday in the disputed 
region’s main city, police said, 
calling it a major success 
against the rebels’ long fight 
against Indian rule. The dead 
commander, Saifullah Mir, 
was the chief of operations 
of the region’s largest rebel 
group, Hizbul Mujahideen, 
which has spearheaded 
an armed rebellion against 
Indian rule for decades. 
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Gaming 
rebounds 
on high-
spending 

customers

TIGHT RACE, 
HIGH TURNOUT
Trump and Biden offer more than differing solutions 

for the US’s most pressing problems: before voters is a 
referendum on the role of the presidency itself and a test 
of the sturdiness of democracy – a Tuesday like no other

 P7
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8-year-old falls victim 
of sexual assault

An eight-year-old girl was pulled by a 
52-year-old man to a dark corner in a 
shopping center last week in the NAPE 
area where a sexual act was performed 
on her. Living in NAPE, the girl delivered 
lunch to her mother who works in the 
same district. She then wanted to 
take a bus home. As she alighted from 
the bus, she discovered the suspect 
following her so she tried to find shelter 
in the shopping center below her 
home. The suspect followed her in, 
pulled her to a dark corner, started to 
kiss her and touched her private part. 
The girl yelled for help, which scared 
the suspect away. When questioned 
by the police, the suspect denied the 
allegations, saying that he wanted 
to guide the girl to her home as she 
become lost.

Travelers from a 
Xinjiang city to 
face quarantine 
upon arrival

The Novel Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Center has announced 
that from noon today, individuals 
who have been to the Kizilsu Kyrgyz 
Prefecture of Xinjiang, China, in the 
preceding 14 days will be quarantined 
for two weeks upon entering Macau. 
Xinjiang, including two townships in 
particular, has recently recorded 15 
asymptomatic Covid-19 infections, 
triggering the need for Macau to 
relaunch the measures. Meanwhile, 
these individuals will see their Health 
Code turned yellow, meaning that 
they will need to conduct self-health 
management. People with such a travel 
history, who are already in Macau, will 
start receiving calls from the center to 
keep track of their health conditions.

University student 
loses MOP8,000 in 
romance scam

On October 20, a university student 
connected with a self-claimed 
American man on a match-making 
app, which led him to sending some 
8,000 patacas later on. The man told 
the student that he would visit Macau 
and meet the student near the end of 
the month. However, the student was 
told to help collect the man’s luggage. 
On October 29, the man claimed that 
he has arrived in Macau, but due to the 
Covid-19 quarantine requirement, he 
could not meet the student. He told 
the student to contact another man, 
who asked the student for $1,000 
to pay the suspected scammer’s 
fees. After the student transferred 
the money, the man kept asking for 
money using various excuses. The 
student started to think he was being 
scammed, so he reported the case to 
the police.

Gov’t expects conclusion 
of Urban Master Plan 
regulation in 2021 
JULIE ZHU 

SECRETARY for Transport 
and Public Works Raimun-

do Arrais do Rosário expects 
that the regulations relating 
to the Macau Urban Master 
Plan will be officially ready 
in 2021, as announced during 
Friday’s Legislative Assembly 
(AL).

Lawmaker Au Kam San has 
criticized the government for 
its slow preparation of the 
Macau Urban Master Plan. 
He hopes the government can 
reveal the detailed progress of 
the Master Plan. 

Rosário agreed with Au and 
admitted that the Master Plan 
has taken “slightly too long”. 

Rosário admitted that as 
the Urban Master Plan law 
took effect in 2014, it has in-
deed taken a long time to for-
mulate the Master Plan. He 
added that Urban Master Plan 
is a new thing and it is normal 
for the process to be slow in 
terms of specific parts.  

The Secretary also acknow-
ledged that since the contract 
of the draft of the Master Plan 
was signed in the second half of 
2018, the government has ne-

ver stopped the relevant work.
In response to Au’s ques-

tion, Rosário also stated that 
the Urban Master Plan pro-
posed to divide Macau into 18 
districts. Next week, the local 
government will introduce 
plans for the New Urban Zone 
A to the AL standing commit-
tees.

According to Rosário, the 
local government will also 
submit each project to the ur-
ban planning committee for a 
discussion before the govern-
ment issues any approvals.  

Lawmaker Ng Kuok Cheong 
asked government representa-
tives about the plans to build 
several infrastructure projects, 
in particular, a logistics facility, 
a fuel storage, and a hazardous 
items storage. 

Regarding the logistic center 
located at Hong Kong-Zhuhai-
-Macau Bridge’s (HKZMB) ar-
tificial island, Rosário revea-
led that the local government 
selected one piece of land plot 
on the island. However, ac-
cording to the Secretary, the 
logistics center will be a good 
transshipment center. 

The Secretary explained 
that a logistics center has two 

functions: transshipment and 
storage. A transshipment cen-
ter will save Macau more spa-
ce than a logistics center. 

Ng remarked that the local 
government has not made fi-
nal decisions on the locations 
of these projects and that the 
previous government only 
made a preliminary plan; de-
tailed plans for these storages 
remain unavailable.  

According to Rosário’s res-
ponse, the fuel storage is cur-
rently planned to be located at 
HKZMB’s artificial island. This 
plan is included in the Urban 
Master Plan and will undergo 
a public consultation. 

As to the hazardous items’ 
storage, the government has 
already abandoned its pre-
vious temporary and perma-
nent sites, and has already 
found one place for perma-
nent use. This potential land 
plot is currently involved in 
a lawsuit procedure and, as a 
result, the authority is not dis-
closing its location. 

The Secretary believes that 
it will “not be too long” before 
the location is revealed to the 
public. 

The current Coloane tem-

porary hazardous items sto-
rage is expected to be a po-
tential facility for the expan-
sion of Coloane sewage treat-
ment factory. 

In regard with reclamation 
projects, the government cur-
rently does not have a new 
reclamation plan to construct 
buildings, but the authori-
ty may consider reclamation 
as a possibility in the future 
to help with the traffic pro-
blems.  

Rosário reiterated that 
the MSAR government has 
applied to the central gover-
nment for the replacement of 
land reclamation, to abandon 
the Zone D reclamation plan 
and to reclaim 41 hectares of 
waterways between Zone A 
and the Macau Peninsula.

Many lawmakers also 
followed the progress of le-
gislation to regulate the use 
of sea areas. Rosário said that 
the government is drafting a 
plan to divide the sea for di-
fferent functions and only af-
ter the plan is complete, the 
government can start drafting 
laws to use the water. As of 
now, there is no specific time-
table for this process. 

Lawmaker urges officials to 
promote food waste reduction
LAWMAKER Lam 

Lon Wai has pro-
posed for the gover-
nment to prevent 
“unreasonable con-
sumption demands,” 
during Friday’s Legis-
lative Assembly’s (AL) 
plenary meeting. 

The lawmaker used 
mainland China as an 
example to propose a 
frugal dining culture 
in Macau. 

Lam said that since 
the Macau handover, 
the city’s food waste 
has increased. 

Lam cited govern-
ment’s statistics whi-
ch show that, in 2019, 
approximately 40% of 
the city’s solid waste 
(2.24 kilograms per 
capita) came from 
domestic disposals, 
making it the highest 
amount of waste 
compared to Hong 
Kong, Singapore, and 
Beijing. 

“Even though the 
large number of tou-
rists create sizable 
amounts of trash and 
domestic waste, Ma-

cau residents’ [was-
tes] still correspond 
to the majority. We 
can’t simply shift res-
ponsibility to the tou-
rists,” said Lam. 

Lam hopes the lo-
cal government will 
encourage workers 
to remind customers 
to order a suitable 
amount of food to 
prevent wastage. 

He also urges the 
government to imple-
ment the “Clean Pla-
te” movement to set a 
good example. 

Raymond Tam 
Wai Man, Director 
of the Environmen-
tal Protection Bureau 
(DSPA), also used sta-
tistics to show that 
tourists generate a 
minority of Macau’s 
trash.

According to Tam, 
in 2019, the incine-
ration center treated 
1,570 tonnes of do-
mestic waste daily. 
Since the Covid-19 
outbreak, the num-
ber went down to be-
tween 1,200 and 1,300 

tonnes daily. 
“It can be proven 

that tourists or the 
tourism industry re-
present a [smaller] 
percentage of Macau’s 
daily trash,” said Tam. 

“We can’t stop pro-
moting the culture of 
reducing food was-
te. DSPA has been 
promoting it all the 
time,” said Tam, who 
also listed various 
DSPA programs in-
cluding the bureau’s 
environmental pro-
tection hotel awards, 
food festival and 
other programs. Tam 
claimed that DSPA 
uses these programs 
to promote the local 
food culture. JZ 
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Gaming records highest gross revenue 
since Covid-19 pandemic outbreak

Gov’t estimates GGR to stand at MOP130b in 2021
THE SAR government 

estimates that the city’s 
gross gaming revenue will 
be around MOP130 billion 
next year, TDM Radio Ma-
cau reported.

According to the report, 
the government has pre-
dicted that the situation 
of the SAR’s economy next 
year would remain “criti-
cal.”

The 2021 budget bill 
also forecasts the govern-
ment’s direct gaming tax 
income to amount to MOP 
45.5 billion, about half the 

amount originally budge-
ted for this year.

This year, the Covid-19 
pandemic has brought 
great impact on the city’s 
economic performance, 
because it has mostly been 
relying on the export of 
service, or gambling. The 
gambling and other related 
industries took up half of 
the city’s economic output 
in 2018, which is the latest 
official data available. The 
data for 2019, in addition, 
will only be available from 
November 20.

Furthermore, the figu-
res released by the city’s 
Statistics and Census Ser-
vice showed that in Sep-
tember this year, only be-
low 450,000 visitor arrivals 
were recorded, 84% lower 
than the same period in 
2019.

Set against this back-
ground, many businesses 
within the tertiary indus-
try category saw near-zero 
business activities.

As such, the govern-
ment remains conserva-
tive about the city’s eco-

nomic activities in the 
coming year. It expects the 
city will still be affected by 
the Covid-19 disease and 
should remain vigilant.

Meanwhile, based on 
the fact that it does not ex-
pect large incomes, the go-
vernment has decided to 
take MOP26.5 from its re-
serve, making a total esti-
mated income of MOP96.6 
billion. The total expendi-
ture of the government will 
be about MOP95.2 billion.

The need for that is be-
cause the government ex-

pects to continue waiving 
or decreasing a number 
of taxes, while expanding 
public investment and de-
velopment, such as infras-
tructures, although cutting 
government spending and 
halting new intake of civil 
servants.

On that topic, Secretary 
for Administration and 
Justice, André Cheong, 
mentioned that the civil 
servants’ team has reached 
its quota of 38,000 people. 
Cheong did not expect the 
team to grow further. New 

intake will only be done 
when necessary; for exam-
ple, when a current civil 
servant retires.

Furthermore, after 
years of pay raise in a row, 
the civil servants’ team will 
not see their salary deno-
mination increased next 
year. Currently, the salary 
denomination is worth 
MOP92.

This is the first gover-
nment budget in 10 years 
that does not have an inco-
me of more than MOP100 
billion. AL

M
ACAU’S declines 
in gaming revenue 
narrowed in Oc-
tober, after plun-

ging at least 90% for six straight 
months, indicating that Chi-
na’s relaxation of travel and visa 
curbs is starting to attract visitors 
from the mainland.

Gross gaming revenue fell 
72.5% to 7.27 billion patacas in 
October from a year earlier, ac-
cording to data from the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordination Bu-
reau. 

This was better than the me-
dian analyst estimate of a 74% 
drop.

The figure shows a 228.8% in-
crease in the gross gaming reve-
nue when compared month-on-
-month.

Revenue in the first 10 months 
of 2020 has fallen 81.4% to 45.9 
billion patacas, according to offi-
cial data.

The city’s recovery from Co-
vid-19 curbs has been slow af-
ter China gradually lifted travel 
restrictions. Mainland Chinese 
visitor arrivals during Golden 
Week in early October were down 
84% from a year earlier. However, 
gamblers are starting to return in 
volume as a visa backlog clears.

Previously, brokerage Sanford 
C. Bernstein Ltd estimated that 
the city’s casino average daily 
gross gaming revenue for the first 
eleven days of last month was up 
221% compared to the month 
prior.

Analysts Vitaly Umansky, 
Tianjiao Yu and Kelsey Zhu es-
timated that the month-to-da-
te average daily rate was 236 
million, which was a 221% rise 
from the 74 million patacas dai-
ly average in September.

Although October’s figure re-
presents a 72% decrease when 

compared year-on-year, the data 
already represents an improve-
ment compared to the previous 
months prior to the reinstate-
ment of Individual Travel Sche-
me and group visas. 

During the National Holi-
day, the SAR received a total of 
156,000 tourist arrivals, a plunge 
of 86% compared to last year’s 
Golden Week. The daily average 
visitor arrivals during the eigh-
t-day holiday, which coincided 
with the Mid-Autumn Festival, 
stood at 19,538, according to data 
released by the Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Office.

During the Golden Week, the 
central government endorsed 
travel to national destinations 
and discouraged its citizens from 
traveling abroad. However, des-
pite the endorsements, the city’s 

tourist arrivals still did not meet 
the expectations of local busines-
ses, including gaming operators.

Still, the number of visitors 
were said to have increased 
towards the end of the month, .

Official data shows that main-
land visitors accounted for 93% 
of the total number of visitor ar-
rivals to Macau during the city’s 
supposedly busiest periods.

“Toward the end of October, 
the number of visitors increa-
sed, but it’s still far away from our 
normal level,” said Joe Liu, direc-
tor of the city’s largest e-payment 
company Macau Pass S.A., which 
is accepted in more than 18,000 
locations including restaurants 
and retail outlets. But he said the 
visitors returning first are the hi-
gh-spending customers who do 
not hold back. 

“They shop and eat crazily,” 
Liu told Bloomberg.

Analysts say the key to a conti-
nued recovery will be a streamli-
ning the visa-issuance process 
and virus-testing requirements, 
which currently hinder mainland 

tourists from visiting Macau.
Meanwhile, in terms of market 

performance, the Bloomberg In-
telligence index of Macau casino 
operators dropped 5.6% in Oc-
tober amid the slow pace of reco-
very. MDT/BLOOMBERG

Monthly Gross Revenue in MOP
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sept

Oct

2020

22.13 billion

3.10 billion

5.26 billion

754 million

1.76 billion

716 million

1.34 billion

1.33 billion

2.21 billion

7.27 billion

2019

24.94 billion

25.37 billion

25.84 billion

23.59 billion

25.95 billion

23.81 billion

24.45 billion

24.26 billion

22.08 billion

26.44 billion

Variance

-11.3%

-87.8%

-79.7%

-96.8%

-93.2%

-97.0%

-94.5%

-94.5%

-90.0%

-72.5%
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MGM’s third quarter revenues 
record sequential improvement
LYNZY VALLES

CASINO operator MGM Chi-
na’s third quarter revenues 

and the adjusted property EBI-
TDAR were $47 million and ne-
gative $96 million, respectively, 
which improved sequentially 
from the second quarter, said 
Bill Hornbuckle, CEO and Pre-
sident of MGM Resorts Inter-
national.

Announcing the property’s 
earnings during its third quar-
ter earnings call with analysts, 
the official said, “Marketwide 
daily visitation has been very 
steadily improving into Oc-
tober’s Golden Week. And since 
the second week of the month, 
we are seeing improved volu-
mes across all segments se-
quentially week on week.”

The U.S. based casino ope-
rator MGM Resorts Internatio-
nal expects that the rate of re-
covery will continue to be gra-
dual driven by premium mass 
market, which both its Macau 
properties are “ideally positio-
ned to capture.”

“We continue to believe in 
long-term success of Macau, 
and we’ll continue to invest in 
strengthening our market posi-

tion there. Currently, construc-
tion of the additional suites in 
the south tower of MGM Cotai 
is under way and will be ready 
in mid-2021,” said Hornbuckle. 

Amid the economic down-
turn caused by Covid-19, the 
operator begun remodeling its 

MGM Macau villas and the ga-
ming space on level 35. In the 
longer term, Hornbuckle said 
that they also have the ability 
and the desire to build ano-
ther hotel tower at MGM Cotai, 
along with entertainment asse-
ts to diversify their offerings. 

“Our liquidity position re-
mains strong. As of September 
30, MGM had over $7.8 billion 
of consolidated liquidity which 
included $1.4 billion at MGM 
China,” said Hornbuckle.

Meanwhile, Hubert Wang, 
CEO and President of MGM 

China, said on the same call 
that the volume of visitors 
during the Golden Week was 
somehow strong coming out 
of the month end in Septem-
ber, due to the first week of na-
tionwide Individual Visit Sche-
me reactivation. 

However, post Golden Week, 
Wang said that, naturally, the 
volume dropped down.

“But I’m happy to say that in 
the past couple weeks, we have 
seen some regrowth in - across 
all segments and that has gene-
rated enough gross gaming re-
venue to allow us to be slightly 
above breakeven,” he said.

Meanwhile, commenting on 
the city’s gaming concessions’ 
termination in June 2022, Hor-
nbuckle said, “To date, they 
seem to be saying they’re on tra-
ck which, as you know, is by June 
2022. They’ve to give six months 
notice. So 2021 will be very ac-
tive unless they delay it a year. 
Given what’s happened with Co-
vid-19, I guess they could.”

Previously, a local gaming 
association has called on the 
government to extend the cur-
rent gaming concessionaires 
until an “appropriate time.”

Brokerage J.P. Morgan Se-
curities has also forecasted 
that it would not be a surprise 
to see the renewal bidding pro-
cess postponed by a year or so. 
To date, very little information 
has been provided by the go-
vernment regarding the matter.
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MONTE DO PASTO
Portuguese firm signs 
partnership with Innoliva 
for sustainable project

CESL Asia raises 
MOP120,000 for MSO 

MONTE do Pasto has 
signed a partner-

ship agreement with In-
noliva to develop a sus-
tainable regional agricul-
tural project for olive and 
nuts, part of which shou-
ld consist of organic and 
biological culture. 

The Portuguese far-
ming group was acqui-
red by Macau-based in-
vestment and services 
company CESL Asia last 
year.

The acquisition was 
aimed at the continuous 
development of social 
and economic coopera-
tion between Portugal, 
China, Macau and Portu-
guese-speaking African 
countries.

The new agricultural 
project to be developed 
should mobilize invest-
ments of 15 million eu-
ros and will be a factor 
of sustainable economic 
and social dynamism in 
the Cuba and Alvito re-
gion, according to a joint 
statement.

The export vocation of 
this agricultural project 

will reinforce the com-
mercial potential of other 
Alentejo productions. 

In this strategy to re-
value the Alentejo origin 
as a guarantee of quality 
and sustainability, Mon-
te do Pasto is launching 
“True Born,” a premium 
brand of beef, in Macau 
later this year and subse-
quently in Hong Kong. 

“In spite of the 
challenges brough by Co-
vid-19, we still introdu-
ced our ideas and plans 
to further develop the 
business. We mainly are 
trying to look at oppor-
tunities into developing 
this new agriculture, 
which is sustainable, safe 
and productive,” Presi-
dent and CEO of CESL 
Asia, António Trindade, 
told the Times yesterday 
on the sidelines of the 
company’s public event.

“We were already 
planning to convert a big 
part of Monte do Pasto 
to other agricultural pro-
ducts. We will have about 
1,000 hectares of irriga-
ted land [for this new 

partnership],” he added. 
The partnership be-

tween Monte do Pasto, 
Innoliva and Cibus In-
vestment Fund is part of 
the strategy to enhance 
the resources of Monte 
do Pasto and the regional 
capacities, within Focus 
Platform, an initiative of 
CESL Asia that aims to 
create new commercial 
opportunities for Portu-
guese agricultural pro-
ducts in attractive Asian 
markets. 

According to the joint 
statement, the signed 
agreement now suppor-
ts the mix of financial 
capacities and technical 
know-how, combining 
strategic resources na-
mely land, experience, 
commercial organization 
and access to relevant 
markets. 

“This partnership 
is almost doubling the 
value of Monte do Pasto. 
We have already studied 
together the inclusion 
of having different types 
of nut crop production,” 
Trindade said.

LYNZY VALLES

THE “CESL Asia and 
Friends Sport Fun Day 

2020” has attracted more 
than 150 participants and 
volunteers, raising a total 
amount of over 120,000 pa-
tacas, which was donated 
to the Macau Special Olym-
pics (MSO).

The event was held yes-
terday composing of 17 
companies and organiza-
tions participating in the 
event. 

Teams from these com-
panies and organizations 
were joined by MSO athle-
tes and participated in a va-
riety of tournaments such 
as the Football Tourna-
ment, Bocce Tournament, 
Invitational Friendly Foo-
tball Tournament, Bocce 
Family Race.

This year, the annual 
event was co-hosted by 
Sporting Clube de Macau. 
To allow MSO athletes to 
try new sport activities, 
Sporting Clube de Macau 
set up a Sporting Trial Zone, 
allowing MSO studen-
ts to experience football 
training with professional 
players. 

Speaking to the Times, 
António Trindade, Presi-

dent and CEO of CESL Asia, 
recalled that the initiative 
only started in an industrial 
building some 15 years ago.

“Initially, the event 
mainly had the Bocce Tour-
nament but it has been 
successful that we conti-
nued to expand and bring 
in more companies to par-
ticipate in this event,” he 
said. 

Highlighting the im-
portance of the event to 
demonstrate the social im-
pact of companies on so-
ciety, Trindade remarked, 
“We believe that the expe-
rience of these athletes and 
other participants in this 
event will create valuable 
changes in our society and 
in our companies.”

“Putting people with di-

fferent abilities to play with 
team spirit is an excellent 
way to develop positive at-
titudes towards reality and 
demonstrate the advanta-
ges of challenging prejudi-
ces,” the executive added.

As part of the CESL Asia 
Social Investment Initia-
tive, the annual event was 
launched to support MSO 
athletes development pro-
grams and promote values 
of equality and inclusion 
within the community. 

Further, Banco Nacio-
nal Ultramarino (BNU) 
was crowned as Champion 
of Football Tournaments, 
Tai Fung Bank and MGM 
won the Bocce Golden Cup 
Competition and the Bocce 
Silver Plate Competition, 
respectively. 

SANDWICH CLASS 

Public expressing concerns over 
proposed pricing of housing scheme
ANTHONY LAM

T
HE majority of parti-
cipants at the govern-
ment’s latest public con-
sultation session on the 

sandwich-class housing scheme 
were concerned with the pricing 
strategy of the new type of hou-
sing.

The government proposes 
that the pricing of the housing 
will be proportionate to that of 
private housing. It will be higher 
than subsidized housing units, 
though.

However, attendees at the 
consultation session found the 
pricing strategy unconvincing. 
Many opposed the proposed 
strategy of evaluating the prices 
against those of private housing 
units, according to local Chinese 
media All About Macau.

They are worried that the pro-

posed pricing strategy may not 
be able to cater to the needs of 
the sandwich-class population. 
In a worse case scenario, it may 
even increase the prices of priva-
te housing units.

A comprehensive pricing stra-

tegy, meanwhile, was counter-
-proposed by some attendees. 
It is a strategy that takes into ac-
count the costs of building and 
the purchasing power of buyers.

With regards to ownership 
transferal, some attendees thou-

ght the sandwich-class housing 
should permanently retain its 
nature of publicly-built housing. 
It means that they opposed the 
idea of allowing all sandwich-
-class housing units to be part of 
the open real estate transaction 
market.

Even with that said, most at-
tendees agreed with a propo-
sed lock-up period, with most 
of them considering eight to 10 
years being appropriate. Some 
worried that the requirement for 
land premium before reselling 
sandwich-class housing units 
will obstruct the vertical mobility 
of young people.

As for how residents will be 
ranked in order to get a unit, 
some attendees showed support 
for the scoring system, in whi-
ch the satisfaction of a criterion 
will earn certain points, and the 
higher the score, the higher the 
rank.

Participants also worried that 
there is no timetable for the San-
dwich-class Housing Scheme.

The government is running 
the public consultation for the 
sandwich-class housing scheme 
until December 11. It has inaugu-
rated an interdepartmental organ 
to administer the matter, with 
the Policy Studies and Regional 
Development Bureau taking the 
lead. The government has admi-
tted that this public consultation 
is mainly to determine a defini-
tion for sandwich class.

“Sandwich class” was first 
used in Hong Kong to describe 
the middle-income population. 
By definition, this group of peo-
ple is simultaneously incapable 
of purchasing privately develo-
ped residential units and exceeds 
the requirement for the “Home 
Ownership Scheme”, a program 
similar to Macau’s economic 
housing.
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In this May 8 file photo, pan-democratic legislator Ray Chan is 
taken away by security guards during a Legislative Council’s House 

Committee meeting

China’s leaders vow to become 
self-reliant technology power

HONG KONG

Lawmakers arrested over disruption of legislature
HONG Kong police ar-

rested seven people 
yesterday over scuffles that 
broke out with security 
guards during a faceoff be-
tween pro-democracy and 
pro-Beijing lawmakers in 
the city’s legislature earlier 
this year.

Those arrested inclu-
de current and former 
lawmakers and a legislative 
aide, police said. All seven 
are from the pro-democra-
cy camp.

A police statement said 

that six men and one wo-
man had been detained on 
suspicion of contempt and 
interfering with legislative 
personnel. It wasn’t clear 
if that referred to other 
lawmakers or the security 
staff. 

The statement said the 
arrests are part of an inves-
tigation into a May 8 com-
mittee meeting in which 
pro-democracy lawmakers 
rushed toward the chair-
person’s seat and a pha-
lanx of security guards 

shoved back.
The guards carried out 

several pro-democracy 
lawmakers, including Ed-
die Chu and Ray Chan, af-
ter they had been ordered 
to leave for disorderly con-
duct. Both stepped down 
on Sept. 30.

Chan said on Twitter 
that he was arrested at 7 
a.m. Sunday, and a state-
ment on Chu’s Facebook 
page said he had also been 
picked up. 

The Democratic Party 

said on its Facebook page 
that three of its legislative 
members had been arres-
ted, including party chair-
man Wu Chi-wai. Security 
guards marched Wu out of 
the chamber as he tried to 
wave a cardboard sign at 
the committee chair and 
others on the podium.

The May 8 incident was 
the first in a series of scuf-
fles over a bill approved in 
June that made it illegal to 
insult the Chinese national 
anthem. AP

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

CHINA’S leaders are vowing to 
make their country a self-re-

liant “technology power” as a feud 
with Washington cuts access to 
U.S. computer chips and other hi-
gh-tech components, hampering 
Beijing’s industrial ambitions.

Leaders of the ruling Commu-
nist Party made the announce-
ment last week after a meeting 
to draft a development blueprint 
for the state-dominated economy 
over the next five years.

President Xi Jinping’s gover-
nment is trying to limit damage 
from the Trump administration’s 
curbs on technology sales to China 
in a fight over security and spying. 
Those threaten to disrupt plans to 
create Chinese companies able to 
compete in telecoms, biotech and 
other fields, which communist 
leaders see as a path to prosperity 
and global influence. 

“Science and technology shou-
ld be self-reliant as a strategic su-
pport for national development,” 
said a party statement. It promi-
sed to “accelerate the building of 
a science and technology power” 
but gave no details. 

Five-Year Plans, issued since 
the 1950s, form the basis of re-
gulation and industry initiatives 
in an economy where the ruling 
party still plays a leading role af-
ter four decades of market-style 
reforms. The full plan is due to be 
released in March. Changes in re-
gulations and plans for individual 
industries will be announced after 
that. 

Thursday’s statement promi-
sed to promote “green and low-
-carbon development” and to 
raise Chinese living standards. 
It called for unspecified steps to 
strengthen the 2.3 million-mem-
ber People’s Liberation Army and 
to “ improve our strategic ability 
to defend national sovereignty.” 

China faces a “complicated in-
ternational situation,” it said, but 
it made no mention of the coro-
navirus pandemic or its tariff war 
with Washington.

Technology is a cornerstone 
of the ruling party’s marathon 
campaign to promote self-sus-
taining growth based on domes-
tic consumer spending and to 
build a “moderately prosperous 
society.”

China’s factories assemble 
most of the world’s smartphones, 
personal computers and consu-
mer electronics but need U.S., 
European and Japanese compo-
nents. Its communist leaders see 
that as a strategic weakness. 

Thursday’s statement cited no 
specific technologies, but lea-
ders are especially worried about 
China’s reliance on U.S. provi-
ders of processor chips used in 
smartphones, electric cars and 
other technologies central to 
their development plans. 

Semiconductors are China’s 
biggest single import by value, 
ahead of crude oil.

Companies including telecom 
equipment giant Huawei Techno-
logies Ltd., China’s first global tech 
brand, are developing chips and 
other components. But, like their 
Western and Asian counterparts, 
none can supply all its own needs. 

President Donald Trump’s 2018 
tariff hikes on Chinese goods over 
complaints Beijing steals or pres-
sures companies to hand over te-
chnology have raised pressure for 
greater self-reliance. 

Last year, the White House ad-
ded to that by tightening controls 
on Chinese purchases of chips 
and other components. 

“The trade war and growing 
tensions with foreign governmen-
ts have heightened concern about 
reliance on foreign inputs,” Julian 
Evans-Pritchard and Seana Yue of 
Capital Economics said in a report 
ahead of Thursday’s announce-
ment. 

“The push for self-sufficiency 
is increasingly visible,” they wrote. 

Last year’s U.S. curbs cut off 
access to chips and most other 
technology for Huawei. Ameri-

can officials say it might facilitate 
Chinese spying, an accusation 
the company denies. This year, 
Washington barred global manu-
facturers from using U.S. techno-
logy to produce chips for Huawei, 
including those designed by its 
own engineers. Huawei’s revenue 
still rose 9.9% over a year earlier 
in the quarter ending in Septem-
ber, but executives say its sales of 
smartphones and network equip-
ment are likely to suffer. 

In September, the Commerce 
Department further obstructed 
Beijing’s efforts to develop its own 
chipmakers by restricting U.S. 
technology sales to the biggest, 
Semiconductor Manufacturing 
International Corp. 

Earlier industrial plans include 
“Made in China 2025,” issued in 
2015, which calls for creating glo-
bal competitors in 10 industries 
such as electric cars. That trigge-
red an international backlash, as 
governments complained Beijing 
might use subsidies and market 
barriers to promote them, viola-
ting its free-trade commitments. 

“For sectors that are already 
under U.S. blockades (such as se-
miconductors), China is likely to 
double down and strengthen go-
vernment support,” said Vincent 
Zhu of Rhodium Group in a re-
port ahead of the party congress. 

However, a “wish list” of fa-
vored businesses “could easily 
be used as a U.S. ‘hit list,’ further 
restricting exports of components 
critical to those industries,” Zhu 
wrote. That means Beijing “will 
have to think hard before commi-
tting to an overt industrial policy,” 
he said. 

Chinese semiconductor im-
ports in 2020 should exceed $300 
billion for a third straight year, ac-
cording to the deputy chairman of 
the China Semiconductor Indus-
try Association, Wei Shaojun, ci-
ted in Chinese news reports. The 
association says imports peaked 
at $312 billion in 2018. Last year’s 
were $304 billion. 

Limits on access to foreign te-
chnology could knock as much as 
0.5 percentage points off China’s 
economic growth over the next 
decade, according to UBS econo-
mists Ning Zhang and Tao Wang. 

Despite disruptions from trade 
tension and the pandemic, fore-
casters say the Communist Party 
is likely to hit its economic targets 
from the previous Five-Year Plan. 

The International Monetary 
Fund forecasts economic output 
per person should rise 3% this 
year over 2019 to $10,600 and by 
another 50% to $16,250 in 2025, 
the final year of the new Five-Year 
Plan. 

In 2014, the Cabinet announ-
ced a goal of making China a lea-
der in semiconductors by 2030. 
Official plans call for China to 
produce 70% of the semiconduc-
tors it uses by 2025. It now makes 
about 20%. 

Zhang and Wang of UBS say 
Beijing is likely to increase its tar-
get for total research and deve-
lopment spending from 2.5% of 
economic output in 2020, or $350 
billion to $400 billion, to about 
3% by 2025, or as much as $650 
billion. AP

President Xi Jinping, also general secretary of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, speaks during fifth 
plenary session of the 19th CPC Central Committee in Beijing
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After year of disruption, America 
set to choose a path ahead
JULIE PACE, WASHINGTON

A
FTER a year of deep 
disruption, America is 
poised for a presidential 
election that renders a 

verdict on the nation’s role in the 
world and the direction of its eco-
nomy, on its willingness to con-
tain an escalating pandemic and 
its ability to confront systemic ra-
cial inequity.

But the two men on the ballot, 
President Donald Trump and 
Democrat Joe Biden, offer more 
than just differing solutions for 
the country’s most pressing pro-
blems. The choice before voters 
is a referendum on the role of the 
presidency itself and a test of the 
sturdiness of democracy, with the 
president challenging the legiti-
macy of the outcome even before 
Election Day and law enforce-
ment agencies braced for the pos-
sibility of civil unrest. 

“There’s more than just your 
standard ideological difference 
between the two candidates. The-
re’s a fundamentally different view 
of what the presidency is and what 
leadership means for the nation,” 
said Jeffrey Engel, director of the 
Center for Presidential History at 
Southern Methodist University. 

Voters appear to recognize the 
moment: More than 91 million 
people have already cast ballots, 
shattering records for early voting. 

A Trump victory would deepen 
the anti-establishment, inward-
-facing approach to the nation’s 
challenges that he has ushered 
in over the past four years — an 
approach enthusiastically embra-
ced by the president’s supporters 

and loathed by his critics. The 
courts, which have been stacked 
with a generation of conservati-
ve jurists during Trump’s tenure, 
would veer further to the right. 

Victory for Biden would be as 
much a repudiation of the incum-
bent as it would be a win for the 
longtime Democratic politician, 
a former vice president and se-
nator. Though Biden has outli-
ned an agenda that envisions a 
more robust role for the federal 
government in American life and 
a more aggressive effort to com-
bat the pandemic, the core of his 
campaign centered on him being 
a temperamental contrast to 
Trump. 

Control of the Senate is 
also at stake. Competitive 
races from Maine to Arizo-
na give Democrats a chan-
ce to retake the majority 
from Republicans. Demo-
crats are expected to easily 
maintain their grip on the 
House. 

The election is being 
held at a moment of bitter parti-
sanship in America, and whiche-
ver candidate wins the White Hou-
se will confront the challenge of 
governing through deep divisions. 
If anything, the campaign has cla-
rified how stratified the U.S. has 
become, with Trump’s base of su-
pport coming from overwhelmin-
gly white voters at lower income 
and education levels. More highly 
educated Americans, particularly 
women, and voters of color, most 
notably African Americans, have 
all but abandoned the Republican 
Party during Trump’s four years in 
office. 

Trump faced a particularly fier-
ce outcry from Black Americans 
after his response to the largely 
peaceful protests that erupted 
across the country this summer 
over racial injustice in policing. 
The president highlighted the 
sporadic outbursts of violence 
and argued that white, suburban 
neighborhoods would be overrun 
by mayhem if Biden were elected. 

Biden has condemned Trump 
as racist. Biden also has made 
explicit appeals to Republicans, 
seeking to draw support from tho-
se who may have taken a chance 
on Trump but have been turned 
off by his divisiveness and fierce 
personal attacks on his critics. 

The Democratic nominee has 
proved to be an alluring alternati-
ve to some of those voters, given 
his more moderate record and 
campaign agenda, and his more 
traditional approach to foreign 
policy, including U.S engagement 
in the kinds of multilateral insti-
tutions such as NATO that Trump 
has flirted with abandoning. 

Dan Giesen, 56, of Minneapo-
lis, said he was a conservative vo-
ter before Trump became the Re-
publican nominee four years ago, 
leading him to vote for third-party 
candidate Evan McMullin. Last 
week, Giesen was waiting in line 

to cast his vote early for Biden. 
“I think we can deal with parti-

san differences when our institu-
tions and our norms are in place, 
but I think that those are being 
seriously eroded under Donald 
Trump,” he said. 

Biden heads into Tuesday’s 
election with an edge in public 
polling, including a comfortab-
le national lead and a narrower 
advantage in some of the battle-
ground states that will decide the 
contest. He has multiple paths to 
victory and has devoted signifi-
cant resources to the Upper Mi-
dwest states where Trump surpri-
sed Democrats four years ago, but 
also to states such as Arizona and 

Georgia that for years have 
been reliable Republican 
territory.

Though Democrats 
are wary of overconfiden-
ce, given Trump’s upset in 
2016, party leaders see sig-
nificant differences in this 
year’s election. Biden is 
viewed more favorably by 

voters than Hillary Clinton was 
four years ago. And the pandemic, 
which has upended nearly every 
aspect of American life, saddled 
Trump with overwhelmingly ne-
gative reviews from voters on his 
handling of the crisis. 

“In the last 10 days of 2016, the 
story was, ‘What’s the FBI going 
to do about the newly reopened 
Hillary Clinton email investiga-
tion?’” said Sen. Tim Kaine of Vir-
ginia, who was Clinton’s running 
mate in 2016. Now, Kaine said, 
“they’re talking about COVID and 
how it’s affecting communities.”

The pandemic indeed turned 

Trump’s plans for this election 
year inside out. 

The president opened 2020 
in strong position, with a robust 
economic record and the GOP 
unified behind him after he sur-
vived an impeachment trial cen-
tered on his request for Ukraine’s 
help digging up dirt on Biden. 

Since then, the coronavirus has 
gripped the nation, causing more 
than 230,000 deaths and infecting 
more than 9 million Americans; 
both are the highest confirmed 
counts in the world. The U.S. eco-
nomy cratered, and though it has 
recovered somewhat, the unem-
ployment rate rests at 7.9% and 
businesses across the country are 
worried about surviving the win-
ter, given that infection rates are 
on the rise. 

Trump himself contracted the 
virus in October and was brie-
fly hospitalized. Since then, he’s 
been barnstorming the country, 
holding large rallies with crowds 
that are not socially distanced and 
only sporadically wearing masks. 
His message to Americans has 
been that the U.S. is “rounding 
the corner” on the virus, despite 
the fact that cases are on the rise 
in most states and the U.S. is se-
tting daily records for confirmed 
cases. 

Sixty-five percent of Americans 
said the president has not taking 
the pandemic seriously enough, 
according to a mid-October poll 
from The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Research.

Despite the pandemic’s toll 
on his political fortunes, Trump’s 
campaign is banking on strate-
gy similar to 2016. Advisers con-
tend that Trump will draw out 
new voters who haven’t partici-
pated in politics previously or in 
some time. His campaign is also 
banking on some voters ultimate-
ly looking beyond their personal 
qualms with the president to back 
his policies. 

That was the case for Tom Re-
dford, 79, who cast his ballot for 
Trump on Thursday outside of 
Richmond, Virginia. Redford said 
he’s the only Trump supporter in 
his family and doesn’t much like 
the president personally. 

“But everything he’s done is 
great — everything, including 
what he’s done on the coronavi-
rus,” Redford said as he waited in 
a line of more than 200 people. 

The president’s pathway to 
the 270 Electoral College votes 
needed to win the White House 
is narrow. He needs to hold onto 
Florida, a perennial battleground, 
as well as nearly all of the territory 
he carried in 2016. He’s spent the 
final days of the campaign on de-
fense, making stops in states such 
as Georgia and Iowa, where he 
won comfortably four years ago. 

The challenge for Trump is en-
gineering a late shift in the race 
when so many voters have alrea-
dy cast ballots. By this weekend, 
the early vote tally represented 
more than 66% of all the votes 
cast in the 2016 race. AP

More than 91 
million people have 

already cast ballots, 
shattering records 

for early voting
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Former South African defence minister General Mag-
nus Malan has been charged with murder.

General Malan was arrested today with 10 other for-
mer senior military officers.

They were charged with murdering 13 black people in 
1987 as part of a conspiracy to create war between the 
African National Congress (ANC) and the Zulu Inkhata 
Freedom Party.

The conspiracy was said to have been aimed at dama-
ging the ANC and maintaining white rule.

The charges relate to an attack in January 1987 on 
the home of Victor Ntuli, an ANC activist.

Mr Ntuli was not at home but 13 people, including 
seven children, were killed in the house in KwaMakhuta 
township, near Durban.

It is alleged that General Malan and his co-defendan-
ts supported a covert unit which trained the Inkhata 
members who carried out the attack.

General Malan, who served as defence minister from 
1980-1991, is the highest-ranking apartheid official so 
far to face charges for his part in combating opponents 
of white rule.

The 11 accused were granted bail and ordered to 
appear in court again on 1 December.

After being released on bail, General Malan said: “What 
happened here today is causing the biggest crisis that’s 
ever been in the democracy of South Africa.

“I would like to say I am a moderate, I am a democrat, 
I am a Christian and I’m very proud of it,” the general 
added.

The former ruling National Party and other right-wing 
white groups have demanded the defendants be gran-
ted immunity from prosecution under an amnesty clau-
se in the country’s interim constitution.

However, President Nelson Mandela has said he will 
not halt the prosecutions.

Courtesy BBC News

1995 Ex-ministEr chargEd
   with aparthEid murdErs

In context

Eventually the number charged rose to 20 - all were ac-
quitted after a trial in 1996.
South African President Nelson Mandela supported the 
judge’s decision and called on South Africans to respect 
it.
The mammoth seven-month trial cost around £1.2m and 
brought hostility between black and white South Africans 
once more out into the open.
Very few people have been tried for crimes carried out 
in the apartheid era because the South African Govern-
ment granted wide-ranging amnesty to both apartheid 
officials and black anti-apartheid fighters.
In 1996 a Truth and Reconciliation Commission began its 
hearings.
The commission had been set up by the government to 
establish a record of human rights violations and to give 
recommendations on reparation for victims and amnesty.
However, the commission’s final report in 1998 met with 
criticism from all sides.

this day in historyEngland to enter new lockdown; 
UK virus cases pass one million
JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

B
RITISH Prime Mi-
nister Boris John-
son announced a 
new month-long 

lockdown for England after 
being warned that without 
tough action a resurgent 
coronavirus outbreak will 
overwhelm hospitals in 
weeks.

On the day the U.K. pas-
sed 1 million confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, Johnson 
made a sudden about-face 
and confirmed that strin-
gent restrictions on busi-
ness and daily life would 
begin Thursday and last un-
til Dec. 2.

He said at a televised 
news conference that “no 
responsible prime minis-
ter” could ignore the grim 
figures.

“Unless we act, we could 
see deaths in this country 
running at several thou-
sand a day,” said Johnson, 
who was hospitalized ear-
lier this year for a serious 
case of COVID-19.

Under the new restric-
tions, bars and restauran-
ts can only offer take-out, 
non-essential shops must 
close and people will only 
be able to leave home for 
a short list of reasons in-
cluding exercise. Activities 
ranging from haircuts to 
foreign holidays must once 
again be put on hold.

Unlike during the U.K.’s 
first three-month lockdown 
earlier this year, schools, 
universities, construction 
sites and manufacturing 
businesses will stay open.

As in other European 
countries, virus cases in the 
U.K. began to climb after 
lockdown measures were 
eased in the summer and 
people began to return to 
workplaces, schools, uni-
versities and social life. The 
Office for National Statistics 
estimated Friday that 1 in 
100 people in England, well 
over half a million, had the 
virus in the week to Oct. 23.

Johnson had hoped a 
set of regional restrictions 
introduced earlier in Oc-
tober would be enough to 
push numbers down. But 
government scientific ad-
visers predict that on the 
outbreak’s current trajec-
tory, demand for hospital 
beds will exceed capacity by 
the first week of December, 
even if temporary hospitals 
set up during the first peak 

of the virus are reopened.
The scientists warned 

COVID-19 hospitalizations 
and deaths could soon 
surpass the levels seen at 
the outbreak’s spring peak, 
when daily deaths topped 
1,000. The government’s 
chief scientific adviser, Pa-
trick Vallance, said the mor-
tality rate had “potential to 
be twice as bad, if not more” 
than it was during the pan-
demic’s first European 
wave, if nothing was done. 

As European countries 
such as France, Germany 
and Belgium in imposing 
a second lockdown amid 
surging caseloads, it looked 
inevitable that Johnson 
would have to follow.

Official figures annou-
nced Saturday recorded 
21,915 new cases confir-
med in the last 24 hours, 
bringing Britain’s total since 
the start of the pandemic 
to 1,011,660. Britain’s death 
toll from the coronavirus is 
46,555, the highest in Euro-
pe, with 326 new deaths.

The United States, In-
dia, Brazil, Russia, France, 
Spain, Argentina and Co-
lombia have also recorded 
more than 1 million cases, 
according to a tally by Johns 
Hopkins University. Scien-
tists say the true number 
of cases is much higher be-
cause not everyone with the 
virus is tested.

Any new lockdown will 
need Parliament’s appro-
val, and a vote is scheduled 
for Wednesday. The new 
restrictions would apply 

to England. Other parts of 
the U.K. set their own pu-
blic health measures, with 
Wales and Northern Ireland 
already effectively in lock-
down and Scotland under 
a set of tough regional res-
trictions.

Scottish First Minister 
Nicola Sturgeon said that 
for now people in Scotland 
should not travel to or from 
England, “except for essen-
tial purposes.”

Throughout the pande-
mic, many British scientists 
and public health experts 
have accused Johnson of 
being too slow to act. Lon-
don School of Hygiene epi-
demiologist John Edmunds, 
a member of the govern-
ment’s scientific advisory 
group, said that even with 
the new lockdown, Britain 
was facing “deaths in tens of 
thousands from this wave.”

Keir Starmer, leader of 
the main opposition La-
bour Party, said in response 
to the lockdown announce-
ment, “There’s no denying 
these measures are neces-
sary and I’m glad that the 
government has finally 
taken the decision that it 
should have taken weeks 
ago.”

But Johnson is under 
pressure from some mem-
bers of his Conservative 
Party, who oppose tighter 
restrictions because of the 
economic damage they 
cause. 

Owners of businesses 
that have struggled to get 
back on their feet since the 

first lockdown was eased 
said the impact of new clo-
sures would be devastating.

“People have borrowed 
up to the hilt and spent mo-
ney in order to get COVID-
-secure,” said Kate Nicholls 
of pub and restaurant in-
dustry group Hospitality 
U.K. “There is no spare ca-
pacity in the tank to be able 
to fund a lockdown, even 
for three to four weeks.” 

A government program 
that has paid the wages of 
millions of furloughed em-
ployees during the pande-
mic was due to end Satur-
day, but will be extended 
during the new lockdown.

Johnson had planned to 
announce the lockdown in 
Parliament on Monday, but 
was forced into early action 
after the Times of London 
reported the news. The go-
vernment said there would 
be an investigation into the 
leak.

Johnson said the gover-
nment had to make “incre-
dibly difficult” judgments 
during the pandemic. He 
said it was “a constant stru-
ggle and a balance that any 
government has to make 
between lives and live-
lihoods -- and obviously li-
ves must come first.”

England’s chief medical 
officer, Chris Whitty, said at 
the news conference that 
“there is basically no perfect 
time (to act), and there are 
no good solutions.”

“We’re trying to have the 
least bad set of solutions,” 
he said. AP

Demonstrators hold a silent vigil in Parliament Square to raise awareness on entertainment and arts world, in London
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Skill; 6- Sailor; 9- Hang with cloth; 14- Governs; 15- Rocks; 16- Backing for 

an exhibit; 17- Astonishment; 19- Hersey’s bell town; 20- Ed.’s pile; 21- “A Death in the 
Family” author James; 22- Polynesian porch; 23- Hearing organs; 25- Untamed; 26- Kind 
of price; 29- Sly look; 31- Remove silt from river; 32- Comfortably familiar; 36- To ___ 
(perfectly); 37- NASA affirmative; 38- Food thickener; 40- Opportunely; 43- To a greater 
extent; 45- Egypt’s river; 46- Night flight; 47- A trainee in a profession; 50- Auto pioneer; 
51- Ancient Greek city-state; 52- Renaissance instrument; 54- PBS benefactor; 57- ___ 
we all?; 58- Cross; 61- Twilled fabric; 62- Poem of praise; 63- Luau greeting; 64- Band; 
65- And not; 66- Church council;
 
DOWN: 1- Pull an all-nighter; 2- Jamaican exports; 3- Exclamation to express sorrow; 
4- Turkish headwear; 5- Literary monogram; 6- Supermodel Cheryl; 7- Skin eruption; 
8- Network of nerves; 9- Traders; 10- Radiolocation; 11- Yoga posture; 12- Kind of 
code; 13- “The Time Machine” race; 18- A 
Simpson; 23- Duck with soft down; 24- Film 
director Lee; 25- Gvmnt; 26- Abbr. on a 
toothpaste box; 27- Mex. miss; 28- Retain; 
29- Unfettered; 30- Lodge member; 33- 
Flax refuse; 34- Gothic-type arch; 35- New 
Orleans is The Big ___; 37- “You’ve got mail” 
co.; 39- Caviar; 41- Ragtime dance; 42- 
Cavity; 43- 1957 hit for the Bobbettes; 44- 
Brit. lexicon; 47- Kitchen gadget; 48- Olds 
model; 49- Wild dog of Australia; 50- Aquatic 
mammal; 51- It may be checkered; 52- Hero; 
53- Word processing command; 54- Light 
gas; 55- Reflected sound; 56- Somewhat; 
59- ___ Tafari (Haile Selassie); 60- Artful; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Take the day to relax and 
pamper yourself. You may find 
that female colleagues will be 
more help than you anticipated. 
You’ll find it difficult to control 
your emotions. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Property deals will pay big 
dividends. Opportunities to meet 
new lovers will evolve through 
your interaction with groups or 
fundraising functions. Relatives will 
be happy that you dropped by. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Be very careful while in transit 
or while traveling in foreign 
countries. Make changes that 
will heighten your appeal. 
You need to look into new 
philosophies. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Be on your best behavior. 
Emotional upset may prevail on 
the domestic scene if  you have 
neglected your duties or your mate. 
Expect problems with settlements 
that you are trying to resolve. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
 Your ability to organize and get 
everyone together will enhance 
your popularity and bring 
interest from potential mates. 
You may be looking through rose 
colored glasses. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Work quietly on your own 
and you will forge ahead. You 
may have major blowups with 
someone you love if  you don’t 
back down. Find a way to 
consolidate. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Don’t let your mate force you into 
making a decision that you aren’t 
ready to make. Your passionate 
nature may make you jealous if  
your mate has been too busy to take 
care of  your needs.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Sudden changes of  heart may 
cause disruptions in your domestic 
scene. You could have a tendency 
to spend too much on your home 
or entertainment. You are best to 
keep hard feelings to yourself.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Listening can be more valuable 
than being a chatterbox. Don’t 
get intimately involved with a 
coworker. Exercise is always a 
good way to relieve stress. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Your emotional stability may 
influence the changes taking place 
in your personal life. Take that long 
overdue vacation if  you can. You 
can make major accomplishments 
while on short trips. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Find a quiet spot where you can 
work diligently and stay out of  
the way. Try to spend time with 
those having similar interests. 
You may be overreacting to 
personal problems. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Changes in your residence will be 
favorable in the long haul. You 
may be uncertain about some of  
your coworkers and your boss. 
Don’t gamble unless you can 
afford to lose. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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Insiders behind sports betting 
IPO Gan get first chance to sell

Chinese 
manufacturing 
expands in 
October but at 
slower pace
CHINA’S manufacturing activity ex-

panded in October for the eighth 
straight month, though at a slightly slower 
rate than in September, the National Bu-
reau of Statistics said this weekend.

The Purchasing Managers’ Index stood 
at 51.4, down from 51.5 the previous 
month, the agency announced. A reading 
above 50 in the monthly survey of com-
panies indicates expansion.

The economy has gradually recovered 
since the index plunged to 35.7 in Fe-
bruary during the peak of the coronavirus 
outbreak in China. The world’s second 
largest economy grew 4.9% in the three 
months ending Sept. 30, the second strai-
ght quarter of growth after a contraction 
of 6.8% from January to March.

Manufacturing employment, after a 
brief bounce-back in March and April, fell 
for the sixth straight month with a reading 
of 49.3, a decline from 49.6 from Septem-
ber. China has struggled to get people 
back to work even as the pandemic has 
largely receded at home.

The recovery has helped large manu-
facturers more than smaller ones, which 
fell into negative territory in October, dro-
pping 0.7 to 49.4. 

Zhao Qinghe, a senior statistician at 
the National Bureau of Statistics, said 
that some companies reported that the 
resurgence of the epidemic overseas had 
delayed imports of raw materials and in-
creased the transport costs.

The bureau also reported that the Pur-
chasing Managers’ Index for non-manu-
facturing activity rose to 56.2, up from 
55.9 in September. AP

I
NSIDERS behind Gan Ltd. 
can sell their shares for 
the first time today, with 
enthusiasm for the future 

of sports gambling having al-
ready been dimmed by a new 
wave of virus cases.

The gaming software maker 
sold 6.38 million shares in its 
initial offering in May, valuing 
the company at $371 million. 
The London-based company 
upsized its offering and surged 
56% to post one of the six best 
debut sessions of 2020 at the 
time. From there, Gan boomed 
to hit a record on July 2, having 
more than tripled from the IPO 
price.

The company, which calls 
itself the No. 1 online gaming 
platform in America, has be-
nefited from a continued 

push for legal sports betting 
across the U.S. as traditional, 
brick-and-mortar casinos are 
challenged by a second wave 
of Covid-19. While shares have 
rallied 67% from the May IPO, 
the return is smaller than tho-
se for Penn National Gaming 
Inc., which has more than tri-
pled over the same stretch.

Today’s lockup expiration 
could trigger a surge in trading 
volume as individual inves-
tors hold almost 30% of Gan 
shares. Chief Executive Offi-
cer Dermot Smurfit Jr. holds a 
7% stake, the second biggest, 
while his uncle Michael Smur-
fit Jr., who’s also a member 
of the board, is Gan’s largest 
shareholder with a 9.4% stake, 
according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg.

Gan has been busy since 
transferring to the U.S. stock 
market from London. It sig-
ned a 10-year deal earlier this 
month with Wynn Resorts to 
serve as the enterprise sof-
tware platform for its online 
sports betting and casino ga-
ming business in Michigan, 
after agreeing in August to the 
same for Churchill Downs In-
c.’s Internet sports betting and 
casino gaming business, BetA-
merica.

Macquarie analyst Chad 
Beynon wrote in an Oct. 5 note 
that the Wynn deal was “an im-
portant catalyst for Gan’s reve-
nue growth given Michigan’s 
population and sports base.” 
Gan’s shares have slipped 12% 
since the news as online ga-
ming stocks like DraftKings 

Inc. underperformed the more 
traditional casinos like Wynn 
Resorts and MGM Resorts In-
ternational.

Gan’s partnerships with 
some of the more traditional 
outlets that are looking to ex-
pand into online gaming have 
offset some pessimism surrou-
nding its announcement that 
it no longer expected future 
revenue from FanDuel. But 
analysts defended the com-
pany anyway, with B Riley 
FBR saying Gan received just 
$3 million in revenue in 2019 
from FanDuel’s sports gaming 
operations.

The lockup applies to the 
company, its executive offi-
cers, directors and certain af-
filiates, according to company 
filings MDT/BLOOMBERG

CORPORATE BITS
Sands China launches new collaboration with M-Mark

Galaxy Entertainment Group 
(GEG) has organized the “Res-
ponsible Gaming Awareness 
Week” for its team members 
for the eight consecutive year, 
the gaming operator said in a 
statement.

Held for three consecutive 
weeks from October 12 to 31 

Sands China Ltd. held a food 
safety and hygiene aware-
ness training session for local 
SME suppliers at The Vene-
tian Macao’s Adelson Advan-
ced Education Centre, along 
with a workshop to introduce 
M-Mark certification and ki-
ck-off the Sands China and 
M-Mark Collaboration Pro-
gramme.

GEG concluded eight responsible gaming awareness event
ning team members’ related 
knowledge. 

GEG has been supporting the 
“Responsible Gaming Promo-
tion 2020” series co-organized 
by the Gaming Inspection and 
Coordination Bureau, the Social 
Welfare Bureau and the Institu-
te for the Study of Commercial 
Gaming of University of Macau. 

This year, GEG collaborates 
with different social service 
organizations on launching a 
series of activities for families 
during the event.

Among the initiatives, GEG 
and the Macau Youth Volun-
teer Association jointly arran-
ge a “Your Ideal Home” road-
show that includes games on 
helping team members explo-
re how individual choices can 
impact their future, and thus, 
why rational gambling behavior 
is important for themselves 
and their family. 

na properties.
Through the programme, 

Sands China is proactively in-
viting suppliers with M-Mark 
certification to get on Sands 
China’s supplier list, giving 
priority to procurement of 
M-Mark products and offe-
ring favourable payment ter-
ms to suppliers with M-Mark. 
In addition, the programme 
encourages local suppliers to 
obtain M-Mark certification to 
support the sustainable deve-
lopment of the local manufac-
turing industry.

The M-Mark certification 
programme was jointly intro-
duced  by the Macau Produc-
tivity and Technology Transfer 
Center (CPTTM) and the In-
dustrial Association of Macau 
in 2018, aiming at enhancing 
the quality of local products 
and the competitiveness of 
local manufacturers. 

at the back-of-house areas 
of Galaxy Macau, Broadway 
Macau, StarWorld Hotel and 
City Clubs, the event promo-
tes responsible gaming to 
team members through a se-
ries of interactive roadshows, 
workshops, and prize-giving 
quiz games, aimed at deepe-

To further promote the 
development of Macau’s 
manufacturing industry, the 
gaming operator announced 
in a statement that it is lau-
nching a new collaboration 
program with M-Mark, fea-
turing a series of activities 
including product roadshows 
at the back-of-house team 
member areas at Sands Chi-
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Sean Connery, 
the ‘original’ James Bond, dies at 90

Sean Connery, the charismatic Scottish actor 
who rose to international superstardom as the 
suave secret agent James Bond and then abando-
ned the role to carve out an Oscar-winning career 
in other rugged roles, has died. He was 90.

Connery’s wife and two sons said he “died pea-
cefully in his sleep surrounded by family” in the 
Bahamas, where he lived. Son Jason Connery said 
his father had been “unwell for some time.” 

Connery, was a commanding screen presence 

for some 40 years. He was in his early 30s — and 
little known — when he starred in the first Bond 
thriller, 1962’s “Dr. No,” based on the Ian Fleming 
novel.

Condemned as immoral by the Vatican and the 
Kremlin, but screened at the White House for 
Bond fan John F. Kennedy, “Dr. No” was a box of-
fice hit and launched a franchise that long outlas-
ted its Cold War origins.

(More on macaudailytimes.com)

OPINION
World Views
Stephen L. Carter, Bloomberg

Kashmir Shops and 
businesses were shut in 
several parts of Indian-
controlled Kashmir as 
separatists challenging 
Indian rule called for a 
general strike to denounce 
new laws that allow any 
Indians to buy land in 
the disputed region. 
Government forces in 
riot gear patrolled streets 
in Kashmir’s main city of 
Srinagar in anticipation of 
anti-India protests. Public 
transport also stayed off 
the roads.

Armenia’s leader urged 
Russia during the weekend 
to consider providing 
security assistance to 
end more than a month 
of fighting over Nagorno-
Karabakh, and both sides 
in the hostilities accused 
each other of breaking a 
mutual pledge not to target 
residential areas hours after 
it was made. The fighting 
represents the biggest 
escalation in decades in 
a long conflict between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan 
over the separatist territory.

Russia’s status as an 
Olympic team, and its 
reputation as a serial 
cheater in international 
sports, goes on trial this 
week in more legal fallout 
from the country’s state-
backed doping saga. At 
an undisclosed location 
in Lausanne, the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport will 
start hearing four days of 
evidence and testimony 
about a manipulated 
database from the Moscow 
testing laboratory.
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What are the odds of 
a disputed election? 
pretty high

As U.S. Election Day nears, the possibility of a 
disputed presidential election is worrying a lot of 
people. You’ve heard the scenarios: An embittered 
Donald Trump loses but refuses to leave the Oval 
Office. An embittered Joe Biden loses but refuses 
to concede. Absentee ballots that arrive after No-
vember 3 aren’t counted. Or they are counted. The 
angry left takes to the streets. The angry right takes 
to the streets. Lawyers take to the courts.

Whatever goes wrong — and chances are some-
thing will — we will likely be having an argument 
over the vote count.

Into the pre-election turmoil comes a useful new 
analysis from the economists Michael Geruso and 
Dean Spears of the University of Texas, who study 
and model presidential elections. Last September, 
I wrote about an earlier paper in which they argued 
that inversions — where one party wins the popu-
lar vote and the other the electoral college — are far 
more likely than we think. 

This time around, Geruso and Spears are warning 
of a significant chance that the presidential elec-
tion could be swung by a few thousand disqualified 
ballots. Their conclusion is stark:

We find that it is much more likely under the Elec-
toral College system than under a hypothetical Na-
tional Popular Vote that the election outcome will 
be narrow enough to be reversible by judicial or 
administrative processes.

How much more likely? The authors performed 
100,000 simulations of every presidential election 
from 1988 through 2016, and found that the chan-
ces that the outcome turns on fewer than 10,000 vo-
tes in a single state is 4% under the Electoral Colle-
ge system but only 0.1% under a national popular 
vote. In other words, the chances that local election 
officials (or judges) can sway the national result by 
tossing (or including) a few thousand ballots are 40 
times greater with the Electoral College.

Think 4% isn’t much? Consider the study’s further 
conclusion that “the probability that the Electoral 
College is decided by 20,000 ballots or fewer in a 
single, pivotal state is greater than 1-in-10.” That’s 
right: There’s a 10% chance that the vote count in 
the state on which the national outcome turns will 
be that close.

Twenty thousand isn’t an unusually large number 
of votes for state officials or judges to disqualify. 

Geruso and Spears point out that the Electoral 
College system is more likely to lead to a disputed 
result if there is a “tipping point state” — a state 
that, had it gone the other way, would have led to a 
different result.

The obvious conclusion from all of this is that 
were we to replace the Electoral College with a sys-
tem choosing the winner through popular vote, 
the chances of a disputed result would be much 
smaller. Point taken. I remain a fan of the current 
system nevertheless. 

But even if you think I’m wrong about that, we 
can surely agree that a disputed election is unde-
sirable. As Geruso and Spears point out in an early 
footnote, if elections help us process our conflicts 
without violence, “A tendency to extremely narrow 
outcomes, in practice, is likely to be a condition 
that interrupts such processing.” They’re right: If 
the margin of victory in any state falls within what 
people instinctively take to be the margin of coun-
ting error, they’ll never believe that their candidate 
lost.

True, it’s not likely that we’ll live to see a pivotal 
state turning once more on as few votes as Florida 
did twenty years ago. Assuming that we continue 
to hold presidential elections every four years, the 
authors put the chances of 537 votes in a single sta-
te deciding the election at 1 in 50,000.  But 20,000 
votes? That seems plausible.

Let’s just hope it doesn’t happen this time.
[Abridged]

Huge crowd joins 
LGBT march in Taiwan, 
where Covid is at bay
A huge and festive 

crowd marched in 
Taipei this weekend in an 
annual LGBT Pride event. 

Turnout was down 
from last year, but orga-
nizers said it still topped 
100,000 on a mostly sunny 
day in Taipei. Many parti-
cipants did not wear pro-
tective masks, but others 
did, some in rainbow co-
lors. 

While many Pride 
events elsewhere moved 
online this year because 
of COVID-19, Taiwan has 

largely kept the pandemic 
at bay. The self-gover-
ning island of 24 million 
people has recorded 555 
cases of the coronavirus 
and has not had a locally 
spread case in more than 
200 days. 

“While the rest of the 
world is stuck in the pan-
demic, we can still organi-
ze such a massive event,” 
said Zoe Tsao, who works 
in digital marketing.” 
This, I think, is great and 
very precious.”

International travel 

restrictions did redu-
ce the number of par-
ticipants coming from 
abroad this year. 

Taiwan became the 
first and only place in 
Asia to legalize same-sex 
marriage last year. Two 
lesbian couples tied the 
knot in a mass wedding 
held by Taiwan’s military 
on Friday. The mass we-
dding with 188 couples 
was the first time same-
-sex couples have been 
wed and celebrated at a 
military ceremony. AP

Participants march through a street during a pride parade in Taipei, Saturday

HOLIDAY TIMES
Macau Daily Times will 
not be published during 
the holiday. The Times 
will be back on the 
stands on Wednesday 
November 4. However 
the MDT website will be 
updated with breaking 
news during the recess 
period. We wish our 
readers, advertisers and 
friends the best of 
times. 

Masks in Halloween. People wearing costumes and face masks to protect against the 
coronavirus, celebrate Halloween in Central of Hong Kong, early yesterday.

AP Photo/Kin Cheung THE DECISIVE MOMENT


