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THE GOVERNMENT IS IN TOUCH 
WITH PHARMACEUTICAL FACTORIES 

REGARDING THE PROSPECTIVE 
PURCHASE OF COVID-19 VACCINE

ANOTHER BIG PHARMA REPORTS LATE-
STAGE RESULTS FOR A COVID-19 VACCINE 
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Philippines U.S. 
President Donald 
Trump’s administration 
provided precision-
guided missiles and 
other weapons to help 
the Philippines battle 
Islamic State group-
aligned militants and 
renewed a pledge to 
defend its treaty ally if it 
comes under attack in 
the disputed South China 
Sea. Trump pledged to 
provide the $18 million 
worth of missiles in a 
phone conversation 
with Philippine President 
Rodrigo Duterte in April.

Pakistan’s military 
said a soldier and four 
militants were killed in a 
shootout during a raid 
near the border with 
Afghanistan. The military 
said two soldiers were 
also injured during the 
raid in the Spinwam area 
of North Waziristan, in 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
province. North 
Waziristan served as a 
headquarters for local 
and foreign militants 
until 2017, when the 
army said it had cleared 
the mountainous region 
of insurgents following 
several operations. The 
region still sees sporadic 
attacks, mainly targeting 
security forces.

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern 
yesterday became the 
latest world leader to 
congratulate President-
elect Joe Biden on his 
election victory, saying 
she offered to share 
her nation’s expertise 
on dealing with the 
coronavirus. Ardern 
said the tone of the 
20-minute phone call 
was warm and that Biden 
spoke very favorably 
about how New Zealand 
was handling the 
pandemic.
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CUSTOMIZE ITINERARIES CUSTOMIZE ITINERARIES 

FOR DIFFERENT TOURISTSFOR DIFFERENT TOURISTS

 P2

 P3

SKATE WITH KONSTANTIN

Grand Prix 
drove weekly 

tourist traffic 
increase of 7.6% 

Skater cum entrepreneur Jolian Chan and famous painter Konstantin Bessmertny join 
forces to launch an exquisite line of skateboards and merchandise in Macau and beyond
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Mainland 
universities to 
accept 1,215 Macau 
students through 
recommendation  
 
Universities from mainland 
China plan to enroll 1,215 
Macau students through a 
school recommendation 
program in 2021, according 
to a statement released by 
the Higher Education Bureau 
(DSES). As of November 30, 
each local secondary school can 
recommend as many as 40% of 
its high school graduates to 98 
mainland universities. Students 
with a Home Return Permit are 
eligible to be recommended if 
they are regarded as excellent 
in respect to both their studies 
and morality. Recommended 
students are required to 
participate in an exam on 
January 16.
 

MOP12 million fine 
issued over phone 
call marketing 
tactics
 
The Office for Personal 
Data Protection (GPDP) has 
issued penalties of over 12 
million patacas to entities 
that disturbed individuals 
through phone call marketing 
tactics in 2020, according 
to a statement released by 
the bureau. Some cases are 
still under investigation, with 
the GPDP not ruling out the 
possibility of issuing fines to the 
concerned entities. In August, 
three managers of four beauty 
centers were arrested by the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) on suspicion 
of violating the provisions of the 
personal data protection act. 

Average salary 
of banking staff 
Slightly grew 
0.7% y-o-y

The average earnings, 
excluding bonuses, of full-
time employees in the banking 
sector in September stood 
at MOP29,740, modestly 
up by 0.7% year-on-year, 
according to the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC). 
Meanwhile, the earnings of 
bank tellers increased by 0.4% 
to MOP18,170. The DSEC 
concluded that the number 
of full-time employees in the 
banking industry had risen by 
285 year-on-year, to 7,003. 
Among full time employees, 
2,039 worked as directors & 
managers and 2,180 were clerks 
and bank tellers. 

Grand Prix drove weekly 
tourist traffic increase of 7.6% 

90% support Sandwich-class Housing scheme: survey

STAFF REPORTER

MACAU’S weekly 
tourist traffic, in-

cluding arrivals and de-
partures, registered an 
increase of 7.6%, week-
-over-week in the pe-
riod between November 
16 and November 22, 
according to the latest 
figures provided by the 
Public Security Police 
Force yesterday. 

The authority revea-

OVER the past mon-
th, the Policy Re-

search and Regional 
Development Bureau 
(DSEPDR) received a 
total of 968 opinions re-
garding the Sandwich-
-class Housing scheme, 
with 90% of respondents 
supporting or not ob-
jecting to the proposal. 
The acting director of 
the bureau, Ung Hoi Ian, 

STAFF REPORTER

THE Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) is 

upping its game on smart tou-
rism with a forthcoming appli-
cation devised to offer persona-
lized itineraries for travelers. 

The new application will 
utilise AI technology and open 
data to tailor-make itineraries 
that speak to the needs and ex-
pectations of a variety of tourist 
types. It will also tap into ad-
vanced technology to forecast 
visitor volumes at local tourist 
sites. 

The new platform will enab-
le tourists to tailor their travel 
routes of choice, which MGTO 
believes will result in an enhan-
ced visitor experience and drive 

led the up-to-date statis-
tics in a media briefing 
held by the Novel Coro-
navirus Response and 
Coordination Center on 
November 23. 

The total tourist num-
bers from Monday to 
Sunday last week, No-
vember 16 to 22, totaled 
approximately 318,000. 

A particularly signifi-
cant spike was recorded 
on November 20, the 
first day of the Macau 

revealed the statistics 
during yesterday’s TDM 
Macau Forum. 4.5% of 
respondents opposed 
the proposal. Over 50% 
of the opinions appro-
ved of the first propo-
sal, which is to extend 
the eligibility to resi-
dents who exceed the 
requirements of Econo-
mic Housing, while not 
being able to afford pri-

tourism to Macau. 
MGTO Director Maria Hele-

na de Senna Fernandes unvei-
led the new undertaking in a 
written reply published earlier, 
in response to a query raised by 
Lawmaker Ho Ion Sang. 

Apart from the smart app, 
which is yet to launch, the 
MGTO has been pursuing 
strategic discounted offerin-
gs to entice mainland tourists 
to Macau. From September to 
December, the authority has 
assigned MOP290 million wor-
th of electronic vouchers, dis-
tributed through the WeChat 
messaging app, to woo main-
land tourists to travel to the 
city. 

Mainland tourists have 
always been the most integral 

Grand Prix. The combi-
ned tally of arrivals and 
departures made by tou-
rists amounted to 51,000 
on that day, representing 
a surge of 16% from the 
previous day’s 43,900. 

The climb in daily 
tourist traffic coinci-
des with the daily arri-
val recently released by 
the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO). 

According to the 
MGTO, Macau registe-

vate housing. 
Over 60% of the opi-

nions agree that under 
specific conditions, 
the houses should be 
allowed to be placed for 
sale. 

The eligibility of the 
Sandwich-class Hou-
sing is part of the public 
consultation. The gover-
nment proposes that ei-
ther all members of the 

source market for the MGTO, 
given their high spending 
power per capita and the vo-
lume of this variety of holi-
daymaker. 

As Covid-19 has brought glo-
bal tourism to a halt, mainland 
travelers have become virtually 
the only tourist source for Ma-
cau, and as a result, more wei-
ght has been placed upon them 
as part of the city’s efforts to dri-
ve a quick rebound in tourism 
sector. 

“The SAR government will be 
proactive to elevate the promo-
tional campaign, increasing the 
flexibility of the usage of e-vou-
chers, publicizing the campaign 
to more mainland tourists, es-
pecially those residing in the 
Greater Bay Area,” Fernandes 

red more than 28,000 
visitors on November 20, 
the highest daily figure 
over the past nine mon-
ths. 

The growths in both 
tourist traffic and daily 
arrivals indicate that the 
annual Macau Grand 
Prix, which took place 
between November 20-
22 this year, was a key 
drawcard to pull tourists 
to Macau. 

The city’s tourism 

applicant family cluster 
must be permanent re-
sidents, or over half of 
the cluster must be per-
manent residents, while 
the main applicant is a 
permanent resident. 

Regarding the pro-
posed income ceiling, 
the government pro-
poses that this be set 
at either 20% higher 
than or 10% higher 

stressed in the statement. 
Macau’s tourism has gra-

dually been getting back on tra-
ck in the wake of the resump-
tion of Individual Visit Scheme 
(IVS) permits for all mainland 
tourists since September 23.

In the third quarter of 
2020, Macau saw a total of 
750,204 arrivals, a jump of al-
most 1,409% quarter-over-
-quarter from 49,730 in the pre-
vious quarter, but a decrease of 
92.4% year-on-year, according 
to the Statistics and Census Ser-
vice Bureau.

On November 20, the first 
day of Macau Grand Prix, the-
re were over 28,000 arrivals to 
Macau, the highest daily record 
over the past nine months, the 
MGTO revealed. 

 
  

has been on an upward 
trajectory following the 
reinstatement of the 
Individual Visit Sche-
me (IVS) permits for all 
mainland tourists since 
September 23. The num-
ber of visitor arrivals in 
the third quarter this 
year reached 750,204, 
with a sharp jump 
of 1,409% quarter-over-
-quarter.

Meanwhile, the city’s 
total inbound and ou-
tbound traffic during the 
same period last week 
stood at 2,227,700, up 
1.7% from the previous 
week, the police spokes-
person said on yester-
day’s media briefing. 

than the income ceiling 
of Economic Housing. 
The government propo-
ses that asset ceilings be 
set at either 20% higher 
than or identical to that 
of Economic Housing. 

Meanwhile, the pro-
posals made by the go-
vernment are subject to 
change after the closure 
of the public consulta-
tion. JZ

MGTO’s new app to customize 
itineraries targeting GBA tourists
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Local entrepreneur and artist join 
forces to take art into daily life 
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE man behind local 
skate and snowboard 
shop EXIT, Jolian 
Chan, and the famous 

artist Konstantin Bessmertny 
have joined forces to present 
a new concept that aims to 
carry art further into the daily 
lives of people in Macau and 
beyond.

EXIT from EXIT is the name 
of the new project which, be-
sides presenting art on ska-
teboards, also includes mer-
chandise products such as a 
t-shirt line.

To learn more about this 
new collaborative project, the 
Times spoke to Chan and Bes-
smertny in an exclusive inter-
view.

“One day I woke up and I 
was thinking that I have been 
selling a lot of skateboards 
from US and European brands 
and I thought, why don’t I just 
create a brand and sell my own 
[products],” Chan said, ex-
plaining that he then realized 
that he was missing an essen-
tial part – the design.

“I immediately remembe-
red Konstantin [Bessmertny], 
who I’ve known for a long 
time, so I texted him and we 

arranged to have lunch the 
next day, where he brought 
with him some ideas from his 
artworks. I saw them and I 
realized it was a great idea as 
they were perfect for the pur-
pose. We immediately started 
to think how to do it and how 
to divide [the art pieces] in 
three parts to fit three skate-
boards. The idea was so quick 
to develop,” Chan remarked.

Bessmertny recalled that 
at the beginning of his career 
he studied graphic design and 
over the years he’d always had 
this skill ready as a “Plan B” for 
the difficult times where it is 
difficult to live from just art.

“I still do this when I need 
to and get to do design and in-
terior design for some projects 
[as a way to make a living]. I 
also collaborate in books and 
catalogs,” Bessmertny said, 
adding, “My main obsession 
is art but whenever something 
smart and clever comes arou-
nd or you meet someone that 
has different energy, it’s much 
better - as one can put their 
energy into the production 
and other aspects. When we 
meet the right person at the ri-
ght time [things happen fast].” 

Although not a skater him-
self, Bessmertny revealed that 

both his son and daughter had 
an interest in the sport and 
he had helped them assemble 
their first skateboards so he 
knew the equipment and how 
it worked, which also came as 
an advantage to the fast pro-
gress of putting the ideas into 
practice.

“As we did not have much 
time, we chose to go for a re-
plication of existing artworks, 
using prints of them in the 
products. However, I may still 
do something special and spe-
cifically handmade for this 
project,” Bessmertny said, re-
calling that the project also 
came to fulfill a long-time idea 
from his wife, who had sugges-
ted that he develop other kinds 
of ideas and applications for 
his paintings. 

“In Hong Kong, I have done 
some sets of plates for com-
panies [with an aim] to bring 
meaningful art (not design) 
into everyday life. I think that’s 
my obsession. You are eating 
from a plate but while you are 
finishing the food you can see 
the artwork appearing in the 
background. […] I like those 
things,” the artist said.

“I am sure that even kids 
looking at these skateboards 
will probably not understand 

the meaning at the beginning 
but they might feel curious 
about it and I hope it will tri-
gger them to open the book 
[where the ideas came from] 
and understand a little about 
the ‘Grobianus in Grobiania’ 
[the title of the paintings in-
volved in the project].”

For Chan, the pandemic has 
contributed to this project as 
he had more time to explore  
new ideas. Bessmertny’s work 
also comes from the first few 
months of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, when most people were 
advised to avoid going out and 
having social interactions with 
other people.

“Although everyone’s busi-
ness is going down or at least 
not as good as before, having 
some new ideas [during this 
period] is good and will help 
us build up a form of resilien-
ce,” Chan said, noting that for 
him it was an opportunity to 
rethink his business and to 
start over in the form of a new 
brand.

“This is not just a colla-
boration between EXIT and 
Konstantin Bessmertny. This 
is a completely new project 
and brand, called EXIT from 
EXIT. This will be the brand-
-name for boards, shirts and 

other products in the future. 
So I think [the pandemic] was 
a good chance for us to start 
a new brand,” Chan said, ad-
ding, “It is normal to always 
stay in your comfort zone 
when all is well, which is pre-
cisely the idea behind the EXIT 
motto – Be Bold to Exit – which 
means to get out your comfort 
zone. If you have a good bu-
siness, you tend to only think 
about the operation and stop 
thinking about something 
new.”

As for new ideas coming 
from this work, Bessmertny 
said, “I want to do more thin-
gs. I want people walking on 
the streets to see my work and 
to think or express something 
about it - not just design but 
interactive design. We will do 
more of our brainstorming 
meetings and we will for sure 
come up with new ideas.” 

As they also told the Times, 
the public reception could not 
have been better as the pro-
ducts available for sale are al-
ready sold out.

“They were all gone. We 
sold out in three days. This 
was a very good response. For 
the time being, we have only 
the t-shirts available,” Chan 
concluded, saying that more 
and new products will become 
available soon.

The collaborative project 
is on display at Bessmertny’s 
latest exhibition, titled “In-
termission,” and will remain 
on display at Macau Military 
Club’s Comendador Ho Yin 
Gallery until November 29.
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Gov’t considering to purchase 
all types of Covid-19 vaccine

ANTHONY LAM

THE Macau government is 
in touch with several vac-

cine manufacturers regarding 
the prospective purchase of 
Covid-19 vaccinations, althou-
gh safety always comes first, Dr 
Alvis Lo of the Novel Corona-
virus Response and Coordina-
tion Center remarked yester-
day.

Previous news reports have 
pointed out that the vaccine 
developed by American phar-
maceutical company Pfizer 
has recorded effectiveness of 
above 90%. The local govern-
ment previously announced 
that it has signed an interna-
tional agreement regarding 
the procurement of Covid-19 
vaccines, and Lo was asked if 
the agreement included the ri-
ght to purchase this particular 
vaccine.

The medical doctor first 
assured that the government 
takes the procurement of a vac-
cine very seriously. The phar-
maceutical companies with 
which the Macau government 
is or has been in touch with 
operate in both the mainland 
and abroad, which hints that 
Pfizer may be included in the 
negotiation.

However, the medical doc-
tor added that it was still too 
early to discuss purchasing a 
particular type or brand of Co-
vid-19 vaccine, although the 
government is considering all 
types.

Currently around the world, 
three technical types of Co-
vid-19 vaccine are predomi-
nantly being developed: pro-
tein, nucleic acid and inacti-

vated or live-attenuated vacci-
nes. “The government is eyeing 
vaccines of different technical 
types,” Lo disclosed.

Furthermore, he explained 
that the reports on the effec-
tiveness of the Pfizer vaccine 
were based on the “mid-term 
reviews of its third test phase.” 
The medical doctor has explai-
ned several times at the weekly 
press briefing that any vaccine 
must undergo three phases 
of testing before it can receive 
approval from any authori-
ty and be sold on the market, 
should no incidents or acci-
dents occur across these sta-
ges.

“We need to wait until the 
conclusion of all test phases to 
determine which vaccine is be-
tter,” Lo concluded.

Due to confidentiality requi-
rements, the medical doctor 
could not make any further 
disclosures regarding the pre-
liminary agreements that have 
currently been made.

The 24th round of the Cen-
tralized Mask Supply Scheme 
will begin this coming Satur-
day, November 28, and end on 
December 27, meaning that it 
will remain a supply period of 
30 days. Each eligible Macau ID 
or non-resident working per-
mit holder is eligible to purcha-
se 30 adult masks for the price 
of MOP24.

A child ID holder between 
ages 3 and 8 is eligible to get 30 

child masks, 30 adult masks, 
or 15 of each. Child masks can 
only be purchased at govern-
ment Health Centers.

In accordance with current 
guidelines on sporting events 
issued by the Novel Coronavi-
rus Center, all runners partici-
pating in the Macau Interna-
tional Marathon will be requi-
red to take a Covid-19 test in 
order to become fully eligible 
for the race, which will be held 
on December 6.

Leong Iek Hou, coordinator 
at the Center for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, which is 
a member of the Novel Coro-
navirus Center, was confident, 
based on the daily Covid-19 
testing capacity citywide, that 
all athletes will be tested by 
race day.

The daily test limit of the 
city is nearly 30,000 people. 
The marathon will see, at a ma-
ximum, 12,000 runners.

In the latest Policy Address, 
it was stated that one or more 
makeshift hospitals would be 
established in response to a 
possible sudden Covid-19 ou-
tbreak in Macau.

Lo, when questioned on the 
topic, said that preparations 
have always been in progress. 
The facility will only open in the 
worst-case scenario. The ope-
ning of the hospitals will be able 
to happen within a short time. 
“We don’t wish to see its inau-
guration, however,” he added.

Some quarantines return as some areas see relapse
AS pandemic relapses 

have recently been re-
corded in parts of mainland 
China, people who have 
been to the affected loca-
tions in the 14 days prece-
ding their arrival in Macau 
will be required to undergo 
two weeks of quarantine at 
a designated hotel.

Some of the affected 
areas are the metropolitan 
areas of Tianjin and Shan-
ghai popular with tourists 
from Macau. Several loca-
tions in each city have been 
graded with mid-level risks.

People coming in from 
Tianjin will be quaranti-
ned upon arrival if they 
have been to Hangu Street, 
Dongjian Port Area, or the 
frozen merchandise logistic 
area at the Central Fishing 
Port.

Concerning Shanghai, 
people who have been to 
Zhuqiao Township, Zhou-
pu Town or Zhangjiang 

Township – all within the 
Pudong New Area – will be 
quarantined for 14 days 
upon arrival in Macau.

In addition, people who 
have been to the Kash-
gar Prefecture or the Ki-

zilsu Kyrgyz Autonomous 
Prefecture in Xinjiang, or 
Manzhouli in Hulunbuir 
of Inner Mongolia will also 
be required to quarantine 
when they arrive in Macau.

At the press briefing yes-

terday, Lo was asked if the 
responsive measures were 
too slow in reacting to the 
changes. He replied that the 
local health office is relying 
on the national risk evalua-
tion guidelines.

“Even so, we’re taking 
one step further,” Lo ex-
plained. “For instance, the 
mainland is only cordoning 
off particular residential es-
tates being affected, [but] 
we in Macau are covering 
the township in which the 
estates are located.”

By saying that, the me-
dical doctor has hinted that 
the city is even more vigi-
lant than required by the 
national standards.

Later, he was asked if, 
for instance, the entirety of 
Shanghai should be consi-
dered risky. Lo said that will 
cause too much annoyan-
ce and is not supported by 
enough evidence, although 
people can walk around the 
metropolitan or even the 
provinces around Shanghai 
before they show symp-
toms or get tested positive.

Besides these quaran-
tine requirements, other 
counter-Covid-19 measu-

res, such as requirement of 
a negative nucleic acid test, 
are still in effect.

The bar on foreign citi-
zens entering Macau is still 
in place, although some of 
those who were already in 
mainland China can make 
use of a new scheme and 
apply for the permission to 
enter the city.

Health officials at yes-
terday’s the weekly press 
briefing announced that, 
as of yesterday afternoon, 
60 such applications have 
been received, concerning 
76 people. Of these people, 
21 were spouses or children 
of Macau residents, 44 were 
non-resident working per-
mit holders or their spouses 
or children, and 11 were 
students or other types of 
applicants.

Foreign citizens with 
permission will be allowed 
to enter Macau from De-
cember 1. AL
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Lawmaker calls 
on gov’t to urge 
gaming operators 
to hire more locals

LAWMAKER Ng Kuok 
Cheong has urged the 

local government to call 
on gaming companies to 
hire more local workers.

Ng recalled that the 
government had infor-
med him that, back in 
March, 88% of gaming 
companies’ executives 
and management mem-
bers are local residents. 

Whereas in August, 
another government re-
ply revealed that the per-
centage of local residents 
working as executives 
and management mem-
bers slightly decreased to 
87.7%. 

In his recent interpe-
llation, Ng wants the go-
vernment to disclose the 
most recent statistics in 
regards to the aforemen-
tioned percentage. 

“Will the government 
state clearly as soon as 
possible that it will urge 
gaming operators to coo-
perate in order to increa-
se the percentage of local 

executives and manage-
ment members to 90%,” 
said Ng. 

“In the first half of this 
year, the gaming indus-
try was affected by the 
pandemic and its opera-
tion scale shrank sharply. 
I recommend the SAR 
government to urge ga-
ming operators to adjust 
the percentage of non-
-local workers and local 
workers and set up po-
licies that focus on local 
talents,” the lawmaker 
wrote. 

According to Ng, some 
gaming companies’ 
managers reported to 
lawmakers that they are 
worried about the impact 
of the pandemic. “[These 
casino managers] worry 
that some of the gaming 
companies’ non-local 
projects may shrink in 
scale and some operators 
may relocate non-local 
managers to Macau, re-
ducing opportunities for 
local employees.” JZ

CRIME

Man attacked wife for not 
lowering phone volume
JULIE ZHU 

A 
60-year-old Ma-
cau man has 
been accused of 
domestic vio-

lence after he attacked his 
wife, the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) reported during yes-
terday’s joint police press 
conference.

The suspect, surnamed 
Ng, and the victim have 
been married for over 28 
years, since 1992. They 
currently live in an apart-
ment in Taipa together 
with their two children, 
one aged 23 and another 
aged 25.

On November 22, at 8 
p.m., the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) received 
a report about the case and 
forwarded it to PJ.

According to PJ, the wife 
accused her husband (the 
suspect) of having exhibi-
ted a “bad temper” for the 
past six months.

Police information 
showed that on Novem-
ber 22, the victim was in 
bed watching videos on 
her phone. When the sus-
pect entered the room, he 
complained that the volu-
me was too loud. He then 
demanded that the victim 
lower the volume so that 
he could sleep.

However, the victim di-
dn’t lower the volume. Ac-
cording to the victim, the 
suspect then immediately 
attempted to strangle her. 
He stopped and the victim 
claimed that she attemp-
ted to leave their bedroom. 
However, she then said 
that the suspect seized her 
and sat on top of her in or-
der to continue strangling 
her while screaming that 
he would kill her. 

Their daughter was at 
home at the time of the 
attack and heard the fight. 
She came out to check on 
her parents and was repor-

tedly able to intervene and 
stop the violence. 

Later, the suspect admi-
tted the attack to the poli-
ce authority. Ng said that 
he was angry after his wife 
kicked him first.

Police records show that 
approximately one mon-
th ago, the suspect was 
accused of punching his 
wife. Based on current evi-
dence, PJ believes that the 
suspect shows signs of do-
mestic violence.

In addition to this do-
mestic violence case, PJ 
also reported a case of 
school bullying. 

According to PJ, on No-
vember 19, the school re-
ceived a report regarding 
a cyber-bullying case. The 
victim is a female student 
and there are four male 
suspects who are all midd-
le school students. 

On October 14, someo-
ne took a picture of the girl 
without her consent and 

the picture later spread 
online. 

The picture triggered 
discussion and mocking 
among other students and 
was reposted repeatedly. 

On November 19, PJ 
identified one suspect, 
who attends the same 
school as the girl. On No-
vember 20, the police of-
ficers identified the other 
three suspects.  

All four suspects are be-
tween 14 and 15 years old. 

They all admitted that 
they had shared the pictu-
re online and made fun of 
the girl. All suspects said 
that they were not the one 
who had taken the photo. 

The victim’s parents 
want to pursue legal char-
ges. 

The police authority 
has already forwarded the 
suspects to the prosecu-
tion authority and PJ is still 
investigating the source of 
the photo. 
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China tests millions after 
coronavirus flare-ups in three cities

HONG KONG

Joshua Wong taken into custody after guilty plea
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

PROMINENT Hong 
Kong pro-democracy 

activist Joshua Wong and 
two other activists were 
taken into custody yester-
day after they pleaded guilty 
to charges related to a de-
monstration outside police 
headquarters during anti-
-government protests last 
year.

Wong, together with 
fellow activists Ivan Lam 
and Agnes Chow, pleaded 
guilty to charges related to 
organizing, taking part in 
and inciting protesters to 
join an unauthorized pro-
test outside police head-
quarters last June. The trio 
were members of the now-
-disbanded Demosisto po-
litical party.

They were remanded in 
custody at a court hearing 
yesterday, and the three 
are expected to be senten-
ced on Dec. 2. Those found 
guilty of taking part in an 

unlawful assembly could 
face as long as five years in 
prison depending on the se-
verity of the offense.

“I am persuaded that nei-
ther prison bars, nor elec-
tion ban, nor any other arbi-

trary powers would stop us 
from activism,” Wong said, 
ahead of the court hearing. 

“What we are doing 
now is to explain the value 
of freedom to the world, 
through our compassion 

to whom we love, so much 
that we are willing to sacri-
fice the freedom of our own. 
I’m prepared for the thin 
chance of walking free.” 

Wong rose to promi-
nence as a student leader 

during the 2014 Umbrella 
Movement pro-democra-
cy protests and is among a 
growing number of activists 
being charged with relatively 
minor offenses since Beijing 
in June imposed a sweeping 
national security law on the 
territory that has severely 
restricted political speech.

Pro-democracy suppor-
ters have said the legal char-
ges are part of a campaign 
to harass and intimidate 
them.

Lam, who also spoke 
ahead of the court hearing, 
said he too was prepared to 
be jailed.

Wong wrote on his Face-
book page on Sunday that 
he and Lam had decided to 
plead guilty after consulting 
with their lawyers. The two 
previously pleaded not gui-

lty to the charges.
Chow had already plea-

ded guilty to charges of inci-
ting others and taking part 
in the protest.

“If I am sentenced to 
prison this time, it will be 
the first time in my life that 
I have been in jail,” Chow 
wrote on her Facebook page 
on Sunday.

“Although I am men-
tally prepared, I still feel a 
little bit scared. However, 
compared to many friends, 
I have suffered very little. 
When I think of this, I will 
try my best to face it bra-
vely,” she wrote.

On June 21 last year, 
thousands rallied outside 
the police headquarters 
to protest what they said 
was excessive police force 
against demonstrators. AP

CHINESE authorities are tes-
ting millions of people, im-

posing lockdowns and shutting 
down schools after multiple lo-
cally transmitted coronavirus ca-
ses were discovered in three cities 
across the country last week.

As temperatures drop, large-s-
cale measures are being enacted 
in the cities of Tianjin, Shanghai 
and Manzhouli, despite the low 
number of new cases compared 
to the United States and other 
countries that are seeing new wa-
ves of infections. 

Many experts and government 
officials have warned that the 
chance of the virus spreading will 
be greater during the cold wea-
ther. Recent flare-ups have shown 
that there is still a risk of the virus 
returning, despite being largely 
controlled within China.

Yesterday, the National Heal-
th Commission reported two 
new locally transmitted cases in 
Shanghai over the last 24 hours, 
bringing the total to seven since 
Friday. China has recorded 86,442 
total cases and 4,634 deaths since 
the virus was first detected in the 
central Chinese city of Wuhan late 
last year. 

The two latest cases confirmed 
in Shanghai were close contacts of 
another airport worker who was 
diagnosed with COVID-19 earlier 
in November. On Sunday night, 
the city’s Pudong International 
airport decided to test its workers, 
collecting 17,719 samples through 
the early hours of yesterday mor-
ning. Plans call for testing others 

in surrounding communities if 
further cases are detected.

Videos on social media purpor-
tedly from workers showed what 
appeared to be chaotic scenes at 
the airport as they were given las-
t-minute orders to get tested. In 
the videos, people are seen stan-
ding in large groups pushing back 
and forth against officials in haz-
mat suits.

Shanghai has been more selec-
tive with mass testing, targeting 
people associated with a particu-
lar place, such as the airport or the 
hospital where someone who has 
tested positive had worked, rather 
than an entire district. 

In Tianjin, health workers have 
collected more than 2.2 million 
samples for testing from residents 
in the Binhai new district, after five 
locally transmitted cases were dis-
covered there last week.

In Manzhouli, a city of more 
than 200,000 people, local health 
authorities are testing all residen-
ts after two cases were reported 
on Saturday. They also shut down 
all schools and public venues and 
banned public gatherings such as 
banquets. 

China has resorted to its heavy, 
top-down approach each time new 
cases of local transmission are fou-
nd — shutting down schools and 

hospitals, locking down residen-
tial communities and entire nei-
ghborhoods, and testing millions.

Tianjin authorities shut down 
a kindergarten and moved all the 
teachers, family and students to 
a centralized quarantine space. 
They also sealed the residential 
compound where the five cases 
were found.

A worker for UPS at Pudong air-
port said one of those who tested 
positive earlier in the month had 
visited her office. Since then, her 
company has asked employees to 
quarantine themselves in the offi-
ce and were forbidden to leave for 
four days, unless they signed an 

agreement to quarantine them-
selves at home for two weeks, she 
said, declining to be named out of 
fear of retaliation. She said she had 
been sleeping at the office since 
Friday, but was able to leave yes-
terday. The company did not im-
mediately respond to a request for 
comment.

China’s approach to controlling 
the pandemic has been critici-
zed for being draconian. It locked 
down the city of Wuhan, where 
cases were first reported, for more 
than two months to contain the 
virus, with the local government 
shutting down all traffic and con-
fining residents to their homes. 
Domestically, however, China has 
called its strategy “clear to zero” 
and has boasted of its success.

“In the entire world, only China 
has the ability to get to zero. Other 
countries don’t have this ability,” 
Zeng Guang, the chief epidemio-
logist at the Chinese Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
said in a webinar hosted by Chi-
nese media in September. “It’s not 
just getting to zero, even for them 
to control the first wave of the epi-
demic is hard.”

“’Clearing to zero’ is actually the 
most economically effective way 
to do epidemic prevention. If you 
don’t do that, then this problem 
will get more troublesome,” he 
said. “Use a heavier hand, and get 
to zero, then people will feel reas-
sured.”

AP researcher Chen Si contri-
buted reporting from Shanghai. 
MDT/AP

From left: Joshua Wong, Ivan Lam and Agnes Chow arrive at a court in Hong Kong

Airport workers wearing face masks to help curb the spread of the coronavirus wait for COVID-19 testing at the Shanghai 
Pudong International Airport
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A Russian Air Force Tu-214 flies over Offutt Air Force Base in Omaha, 
Nebraska, last year

A Long March-5 rocket is moved at the Wenchang Space Launch Site in Wenchang in Hainan Province

China prepping for mission to 
bring back material from moon

Beijing lashes out at US withdrawal from open skies treaty
CHINA yesterday lashed 

out at Washington over 
its withdrawal from the 
“Open Skies Treaty” with 
Russia, saying the move 
undermined military trust 
and transparency and im-
periled future attempts at 
arms control. 

The treaty, to which 
China is not a signatory, 
had allowed each country 
overflight rights to inspect 
military facilities. 

That leaves only one 
arms-control pact still in 
force between the former 
Cold War foes, the New 
START treaty, which limi-
ts the number of nuclear 

warheads each may have. 
That treaty will expire in 
February and the Trump 
administration had said it 
wasn’t interested in exten-
ding it unless China also 
joined, something Beijing 
says it will not do. 

“This move by the U.S. 
undermines military mu-
tual trust and transparen-
cy among relevant coun-
tries, is not conducive to 
maintaining security and 
stability in relevant regions 
and will also have a nega-
tive impact on the inter-
national arms control and 
disarmament process,” 
Chinese foreign ministry 

spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
said at a daily briefing yes-
terday. 

Critics complain that 
Beijing has urged other 
major countries to reach 
arms control agreements 
while refusing to take part 
in any such arrangements, 
including the Intermedia-
te-Range Nuclear Forces 
Treaty, or INF, that expired 
last year.

Meanwhile, it has taken 
advantage of limitations 
set by Russia and the U.S. 
on each other to keep itself 
safe and engage in unres-
tricted development of 
weapons such as interme-

diate-range ballistic missi-
les, bolstering its military’s 
capabilities in the event of 
a conflict over Taiwan, the 
Indian border, the South 
China Sea and other Asian 
hotspots, critics say. 

The INF Treaty “acted 
as a security guarantee for 
China: Beijing successfully 
made use of the mutual li-
mitations imposed by the 
treaty on Russia and the 
United States to minimi-
ze the military threat to 
itself,” Russian consultant 
Andrey Baklitskiy wrote in 
a commentary for the Car-
negie Moscow Center last 
year. MDT/AP

C
HINESE technicians 
were making final pre-
parations yesterday for 
a mission to bring back 

material from the moon’s surfa-
ce for the first time in nearly half 
a century — an undertaking that 
could boost human understan-
ding of the moon and of the solar 
system more generally. 

Chang’e 5 — named for the 
Chinese moon goddess — is the 
country’s most ambitious lunar 
mission yet. If successful, it wou-
ld be a major advance for China’s 
space program, and some experts 
say it could pave the way for brin-
ging samples back from Mars or 
even a crewed lunar mission. 

The four modules of the 
Chang’e 5 spacecraft are expected 
be sent into space today aboard 
a massive Long March-5 rocket 
from the Wenchang launch cen-
ter along the coast of the southern 
island province of Hainan, accor-
ding to a NASA description of the 
mission. 

The secretive Chinese National 
Space Administration has only 
said that a launch is scheduled for 
late November, although the Lu-
nar Exploration Project said in a 
statement yesterday that success 
in orbiting, descending and retur-
ning would “lay a solid founda-
tion for future missions.”

The mission’s key task is to drill 
2 meters (almost 7 feet) beneath 
the moon’s surface and scoop up 
about 2 kilograms (4.4 pounds) 
of rocks and other debris to be 
brought back to Earth, according 
to NASA. That would offer the first 
opportunity to scientists to study 
newly obtained lunar material 
since the American and Russian 
missions of the 1960s and 1970s.

After making the three-day trip 
from Earth, the Chang’e 5 lander’s 
time on the moon is scheduled 
to be short and sweet. It can only 
stay one lunar daytime, or about 
14 Earth days, because it lacks 
the radioisotope heating units to 
withstand the moon’s freezing ni-
ghts. 

The lander will dig for mate-
rials with its drill and robotic arm 
and transfer them to what’s cal-
led an ascender, which will lift off 
from the moon and dock with the 
“service capsule.” The materials 
will then be moved to the return 
capsule for the trip home to Ear-
th. 

The technical complexity of 
Chang’e 5, with its four compo-
nents, makes it “remarkable in 
many ways,” said Joan Johnson-
-Freese, a space expert at the U.S. 
Naval War College.

“China is showing itself capab-
le of developing and successfully 
carrying out sustained high-tech 
programs, important for regional 
influence and potentially global 
partnerships,” she said. 

In particular, the ability to 
collect samples from space is 
growing in value, said Jonathan 
McDowell, an astronomer at the 
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for 
Astrophysics. Other countries 
planning to retrieve material 
from asteroids or even Mars may 
look to China’s experience, he 
said. 

While the mission is “indeed 
challenging,” McDowell said Chi-
na has already landed twice on 
the moon with its Chang’e 3 and 
Chang’e 4 missions, and showed 
with a 2014 Chang’e 5 test mis-
sion that it can navigate back to 
Earth, reenter and land a capsu-

le. All that’s left is to show it can 
collect samples and take off again 
from the moon.

“As a result of this, I’m pretty 
optimistic that China can pull 
this off,” he said.

The mission is among China’s 
boldest since it first put a man in 
space in 2003, becoming only the 
third nation to do so after the U.S. 
and Russia.

While many of China’s crewed 
spaceflight achievements, inclu-
ding building an experimental 
space station and conducting a 
space walk, reproduce those of 
other countries from years past, 
the CNSA is now moving into new 
territory. 

Chang’e 4 — which was the 
first soft landing on the moon’s 
relatively unexplored far side al-
most two years ago — is currently 
collecting full measurements of 

radiation exposure from the lunar 
surface, information vital for any 
country that plans to send astro-
nauts to the moon.

China in July became one of 
three countries to have launched 
a mission to Mars, in China’s case 
an orbiter and a rover that will 
search for signs of water on the 
red planet. The CNSA says the 
spacecraft Tianwen 1 is on course 
to arrive at Mars around February. 

China has increasingly enga-
ged with foreign countries on 
missions, and the European Spa-
ce Agency will be providing im-
portant ground station informa-
tion for Chang’e 5. 

U.S. law however still prevents 
most collaborations with NASA, 
excluding China from partnering 
with the International Space Sta-
tion. That has prompted China to 
start work on its own space station 
and launch its own programs that 
have put it in a steady competi-
tion with Japan and India, among 
Asian nations seeking to notch 
new achievements in space.

China’s space program has 
progressed cautiously, with relati-
vely few setbacks in recent years. 
The Long March-5 rocket, nickna-
med “Fat 5” because of its bulky 
shape, failed on a previous launch 
attempt, but has since performed 
without a glitch, including laun-
ching Chang’e 4. 

“China works very incremen-
tally, developing building blocks 
for long-term use for a variety of 
missions,” Freese-Johnson said. 
China’s one-party authoritarian 
system also allows for “prolonged 
political will that is often difficult 
in democracies,” she said.

While the U.S. has followed 
China’s successes closely, it’s un-
likely to cooperate with China in 
space amid political suspicions, 
a sharpening military rivalry and 
accusations of Chinese theft of te-
chnology, experts say. 

“A change in U.S. policy regar-
ding space cooperation is unlikely 
to get much government atten-
tion in the near future,” Johnson-
-Freese said. MDT/AP
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The government has unveiled its plans to abolish the ri-
ghts of 700 hereditary peers to sit and vote in the House 
of Lords.

The proposal has been outlined in the Queen’s Speech 
during the UK’s annual state opening of Parliament.

It is the second legislative programme drawn up by Pri-
me Minister Tony Blair’s Labour government since it won a 
landslide general election victory in 1997.

The Queen told Parliament that: “It will be the first stage 
in a process of reform to make the House of Lords more 
democratic and representative.”

Change in the House of Lords, which scrutinizes and 
amends government bills but cannot veto them, has been 
widely anticipated.

As one of the most radical policy proposals put forward 
by the government it could be a source of confrontation 
between the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

In an unprecedented outburst, the Queen’s Speech was 
interrupted by loud mumbles of “hear hear” from Labour 
MPs who traditionally gather in the House of Lords for the 
occasion.

It is normally listened to in total silence and some peers 
appeared to respond to the interruption with shouts of 
“shame.”

One person sitting in the House of Lords was Lady Ha-
den-Guest, better known as the Hollywood movie actress 
Jamie Lee-Curtis - star of such films as a Fish Called Wan-
da, Trading Places and Halloween.

But as the wife of the crossbench hereditary peer Lord 
Haden-Guest of Essex, it could be the first and last time 
she is allowed take her place in the upper chamber.

Her husband stands to lose his rights as a peer if the le-
gislation is passed.

Labour has complained, both in opposition and in office, 
that the large number of hereditary peers give the Conser-
vatives an in-built majority which makes it difficult for the 
government to pass legislation.

A new system of appointments to the upper chamber 
consisting solely of life peers and the establishing of a Royal 
Commission to review further changes, will be published in 
a government white paper.

[...]

Courtesy BBC News

1998 Queen’s speech spells
   end for peers

In context

Although there was some opposition to the bill, 666 he-
reditary peers lost their rights as Lords in 1999.
Until then 1,144 members sat in the House of Lords.
At present 695 peers sit in the House of Lords (excluding 
13 peers who are on a leave of absence), 90 of whom are 
hereditary.
They were allowed to remain in the upper chamber as 
part of a deal worked out while the government proceeds 
with the second stage of its reform plans.
But since 1999 reform has stalled with MPs and peers 
failing to agree on seven options for change.
There has been continued debate on whether the House 
of Lords should consist of elected peers or those ap-
pointed through a public body, or both.
A bill to remove the remaining hereditary peers has been 
put on hold until after the next general election, but 
Constitutional Affairs Secretary Lord Falconer has said 
Labour would press to make the House of Lords more 
democratic.

this day in historyUSA

Biden expected to nominate 
Blinken as secretary of state
MATTHEW LEE, 
WASHINGTON

P
RESIDENT-ELECT 
Joe Biden is expec-
ted to nominate 
Antony Blinken as 

secretary of state, according 
to multiple people fami-
liar with the Biden team’s 
planning.

Blinken, 58, served as de-
puty secretary of state and 
deputy national security 
adviser during the Obama 
administration and has 
close ties with Biden. If no-
minated and confirmed, he 
would be a leading force in 
the incoming administra-
tion’s bid to reframe the U.S. 
relationship with the rest of 
the world after four years 
in which President Donald 
Trump questioned longtime 
alliances.

In nominating Blinken, 
Biden would sidestep po-
tentially thorny issues that 
could have affected Senate 
confirmation for two other 
candidates on his short list 
to be America’s top diplo-
mat: Susan Rice and Sen. 
Chris Coons.

Rice would have faced 
significant GOP opposition 
and likely rejection in the 
Senate. She has long been 
a target of Republicans, in-
cluding for statements she 
made after the deadly 2012 
attacks on Americans in 
Benghazi, Libya.

Coons’ departure from 
the Senate would have 
come as other Democratic 
senators are being consi-
dered for administrative 
posts and the party is ho-
ping to win back the Senate. 
Control hangs on the result 
of two runoff elections in 
Georgia in January.

Biden is likely to name 
his Cabinet picks in tran-
ches, with groups of nomi-
nees focused on a specific 
top area, like the economy, 
national security or public 
health, being announced at 
once. Advisers to the presi-
dent-elect’s transition have 
said they’ll make their first 
Cabinet announcements on 
Tuesday.

If Biden focuses on na-
tional security that day, Mi-
chèle Flournoy, a veteran 
of Pentagon policy jobs, 
is a top choice to lead the 
Defense Department. Jake 
Sullivan, a longtime adviser 

to Biden and Hillary Clin-
ton, is also in the mix for a 
top job, including White 
House national security ad-
viser.

For his part, Blinken re-
cently participated in a na-
tional security briefing with 
Biden and Vice President-e-
lect Kamala Harris and has 
weighed in publicly on no-
table foreign policy issues in 
Egypt and Ethiopia.

Biden’s secretary of sta-
te would inherit a deeply 
demoralized and deple-
ted career workforce at the 
State Department. Trump’s 
two secretaries of state, Rex 
Tillerson and Mike Pom-
peo, offered weak resistan-
ce to the administration’s 
attempts to gut the agency, 
which were thwarted only 
by congressional interven-
tion.

Although the department 
escaped massive proposed 
cuts of more than 30% in its 
budget for three consecuti-
ve years, it has seen a signi-
ficant number of departures 
from its senior and rising 
mid-level ranks, from which 
many diplomats have opted 
to retire or leave the foreign 
service given limited pros-
pects for advancements un-
der an administration that 
they believe does not value 
their expertise.

A graduate of Harvard 
University and Columbia 

Law School and a longtime 
Democratic foreign policy 
presence, Blinken has alig-
ned himself with nume-
rous former senior national 
security officials who have 
called for a major reinvest-
ment in American diploma-
cy and renewed emphasis 
on global engagement.

“Democracy is in retreat 
around the world, and un-
fortunately it’s also in retreat 
at home because of the pre-
sident taking a two-by-four 
to its institutions, its values 
and its people every day,” 
Blinken told The Associated 
Press in September. “Our 
friends know that Joe Biden 
knows who they are. So do 
our adversaries. That diffe-
rence would be felt on day 
one.”

Blinken served on the 
National Security Council 
during the Clinton adminis-
tration before becoming sta-
ff director for the Senate Fo-
reign Relations Committee 
when Biden was chair of the 
panel. In the early years of 
the Obama administration, 
Blinken returned to the NSC 
and was then-Vice President 
Biden’s national security ad-
viser before he moved to the 
State Department to serve as 
deputy to Secretary of State 
John Kerry.

Biden has pledged to bui-
ld the most diverse govern-
ment in modern history, 

and he and his team often 
speak about their desire for 
his administration to reflect 
America. He is being wat-
ched to see whether he will 
make history by nomina-
ting the first woman to lead 
the Pentagon, the Treasury 
Department or the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs or 
the first African American 
at the top of the Defense 
Department, the Interior 
Department or the Treasury 
Department.

Ron Klain, Biden’s in-
coming chief of staff, said 
the Trump administration’s 
refusal to clear the way for 
Biden’s team to have access 
to key information about 
agencies and federal dollars 
for the transition is taking 
its toll on planning, inclu-
ding the Cabinet selection 
process. Trump’s General 
Services Administration has 
yet to acknowledge that Bi-
den won the election — a 
determination that would 
remove those roadblocks.

“We’re not in a position 
to get background checks 
on Cabinet nominees. And 
so there are definite impac-
ts. Those impacts escalate 
every day,” Klain told ABC’s 
“This Week.”

Even some Republicans 
have broken with Trump in 
recent days and called on 
him to begin the transition. 
Joining the growing list were 
Sens. Kevin Cramer of Nor-
th Dakota, Lamar Alexander 
of Tennessee, Pat Toomey 
of Pennsylvania and Lisa 
Murkowski of Alaska. For-
mer Republican Gov. Chris 
Christie of New Jersey, a lon-
gtime Trump supporter, told 
ABC that it was time for the 
president to stop contes-
ting the outcome and called 
Trump’s legal team seeking 
to overturn the election a 
“national embarrassment.”

Meanwhile, planning 
was underway for a pande-
mic-modified inauguration 
Jan. 20. Klain said the Biden 
team was consulting with 
Democratic leadership in 
the House and the Senate 
over their plans.

“They’re going to try to 
have an inauguration that 
honors the importance and 
the symbolic meaning of 
the moment, but also does 
not result in the spread of 
the disease. That’s our goal,” 
Klain said. AP

Antony Blinken served in the Obama administration as deputy 
secretary of state and deputy national security adviser
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 ad

WEATHER

YOUR STARS

page 9

C
ro

ss
w

or
d 

pu
zz

le
s 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

B
es

tC
ro

ss
w

or
ds

.c
omACROSS 1-  Of the highest quality; 5- Stradivari’s teacher; 10- Voice of America 

org.; 14- ___ Fox; 15- Type of pitch; 16- Puppeteer Tony; 17- Stead; 18- Malice; 19- 
Switch back?; 20- Writer; 22- Wearing; 24- Mayday!; 25- Employs; 26- True stomach 
of the cow; 30- Discombobulated; 35- Debussy’s “La ___”; 36- Reproductive cells; 
37- Hangs on to; 38- Branch of mathematics; 41- Sailors’ song; 43- Roofing stone; 
44- Wrath; 45- Driving aid; 46- Capital city of Yemen; 47- Ball-game target; 50- City 
in Western Nevada; 53- By way of; 54- Atheistic; 58- One engraving; 62- Dreg; 63- 
Crazy as ___; 66- Deck; 67- “Peter Pan” pooch; 68- Bottom line; 69- Goes astray; 
70- Chichi; 71- Diary bit; 72- ___ yellow ribbon...;
 
DOWN: 1- OPEC units; 2- Actor Stoltz; 3- Clairvoyant; 4- Aphorism; 5- Estimator; 
6- Atlas item; 7- The Greatest; 8- French beans?; 9- Grenoble’s river; 10- Pre-
owned; 11- Dress often worn by Hindu women; 12- Tiger’s choice; 13- Excited; 21- 
Anaconda; 23- Honshu port; 25- Actress 
Thurman; 26- Collect; 27- Feminist Abzug; 
28- Church instrument; 29- Charlottesville 
sch.; 31- 1980’s movie starring Bo Derek 
and Dudley Moore; 32- Brief brawl; 33- 
Sporting blades; 34- Until now; 39- Greek 
vowel; 40- Facial hair; 41- ___-Magnon; 42- 
Blissful; 44- Can ___ now?; 48- Ignited; 49- 
Bundle; 51- Delight; 52- Thermoplastic 
yarn; 54- Radius neighbor; 55- At hand; 
56- Lady’s man; 57- Anthem opener; 59- 
Spy name; 60- Bronte heroine; 61- Parks 
on a bus; 64- Polo Grounds legend; 65- 
Dinghy thingy; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD
  8  

  4  

 14  

 12  

 10  

  drizzle      

  clear        

  cloudy       

  clear        

  cloudy       

  13  

  12  

  16  

  12  

  15  

   9  

  15  

  18  

  16  

  18  

  18  

  16  

  19  

  26  

  26  

  25  

  26   

  16   

  27   

  22   

  29   

  24   

  24   

  26   

  22   

  26   

  21   

  26   

  20   

  31   

  31   

  29   

  12   

  20   

  29   

  21   

  20   

  clear                     

  drizzle                   

  clear                     

  cloudy                    

  clear                     

  cloudy                    

  cloudy                    

  cloudy                    

  cloudy                    

  cloudy                    

  drizzle                   

  cloudy                    

  drizzle to moderate rain  

  cloudy                    

  moderate rain             

  heavy rain                

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The amount of  romance you 
have in your life is directly 
proportionate to the amount 
of  romance you add to other 
people’s lives. So if  you want 
more you need to give more.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You are one popular person 
today, and folks might try to 
pull you in several different 
directions at once—it seems as 
though everyone needs your 
help!

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You don’t have to deal with 
opinionated people today—
just because someone has 
something to say does not 
guarantee that he or she is 
worth listening to.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Be prepared to have your regular 
routine turned on its ear today. If  
you can stay flexible, you’ll have 
fun—but you’ll also gain a new 
appreciation for some of  life’s 
boring, dependable things.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You can make amazing things 
happen in a group situation right 
now, so go for it! Don’t wait for 
people to ask what your opinion 
is—you may end up waiting 
forever.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Authority figures who think they 
know everything don’t have the 
answers today—and you see this 
clearly. So how do you voice your 
opposition without stepping on 
anyone’s toes?

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Group dynamics are going to 
be tricky for you today. Sure, 
there is strength in numbers. 
But there is also the chance that 
you will lose your individual 
identity.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Someone who lives a very 
glamorous-sounding lifestyle 
will be coming onto the scene 
soon - pay attention when they 
arrive because they can teach you 
something that you need to learn. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
They say that honesty is the best 
policy, but they don’t know the 
sensitive personalities you’re 
dealing with right now. White 
lies can be very useful, so use 
them.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
A flighty friend is coming 
extremely close to driving you 
up a wall right now. They are 
once again testing your limits by 
putting their own whims ahead of  
commitments they’ve made to you. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
In a negotiation today, you 
could be asked to compromise 
your moral values. If  you feel 
pushed to choose something 
that you think is wrong, find a 
way to stall for time. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Keep in mind that while many 
people are cheering you on right 
now, there is one person who feels 
more deserving of  this support 
and praise. She or he may not 
make this fact known to you.

  Aquarius Pisces
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BIG PHARMA

AstraZeneca says Covid-19 vaccine 
shown to be ‘highly effective’
ASTRAZENECA said yesterday 

that late-stage trials showed 
its coronavirus vaccine was up to 
90% effective, giving public health 
officials hope they may soon have 
access to a vaccine that is cheaper 
and easier to distribute than some 
of its rivals.

The results are based on inte-
rim analysis of trials in the U.K. 
and Brazil of a vaccine developed 
by Oxford University and manu-
factured by AstraZeneca. No hos-
pitalizations or severe cases of 
COVID-19 were reported in those 
receiving the vaccine. 

AstraZeneca is the third major 
drug company to report late-stage 
results for a potential COVID-19 
vaccine as the world anxiously 
waits for scientific breakthroughs 
that will bring an end to a pande-
mic that has wrought economic 
devastation and resulted in nearly 
1.4 million confirmed deaths.

Pfizer and Moderna last week 
reported preliminary results from 
late-stage trials showing their vac-
cines were almost 95% effective. 
But, unlike its rivals, the AstraZe-

neca vaccine doesn’t have to be 
stored at ultra-cold temperatures, 
making it easier to distribute, es-
pecially in developing countries. 

“I think these are really exci-
ting results,” Dr. Andrew Pollard, 
chief investigator for the trial, 
said during a news conference. 
“Because the vaccine can be sto-
red at fridge temperatures, it can 
be distributed around the world 
using the normal immunization 
distribution system. And so our 
goal […] to make sure that we 

have a vaccine that was accessible 
everywhere, I think we’ve actually 
managed to do that.”

The Oxford-AstraZeneca vac-
cine is also cheaper. AstraZeneca, 
which has pledged it won’t make 
a profit on the vaccine during the 
pandemic, has reached agree-
ments with governments and in-
ternational health organizations 
that put its price at about $2.50 a 
dose. Pfizer’s vaccine costs about 
$20 a dose, while Moderna’s is $15 
to $25, based on agreements the 

companies have struck to supply 
their vaccines to the U.S. govern-
ment.

All three vaccines must be 
approved by regulators before 
they can be widely distributed.

The results come as a second 
wave of COVID-19 hits many 
countries, once again shutting 
businesses, restricting social inte-
raction and pummeling the world 
economy.

AstraZeneca said it will imme-
diately apply for early approval of 
the vaccine where possible, and it 
will seek an emergency use listing 
from the World Health Organiza-
tion, so it can make the vaccine 
available in low-income coun-
tries.

The AstraZeneca trial looked at 
two different dosing regimens. A 
half-dose of the vaccine followed 
by a full dose at least one month 
later was 90% effective. Another 
approach, giving patients two full 
doses one month apart, was 62% 
effective. The combined results 
showed an average efficacy rate of 
70%. 

The vaccine uses a weakened 
version of a common cold virus 
that is combined with genetic ma-
terial for the characteristic spike 
protein of the virus that causes 
COVID-19. After vaccination, the 
spike protein primes the immune 
system to attack the virus if it later 
infects the body.

The vaccine can be transpor-
ted under “normal refrigerated 
conditions” of 2 to 8 degrees Cel-
sius, AstraZeneca said. By compa-
rison, Pfizer plans to distribute its 
vaccine using specially designed 
“thermal shippers” that use dry 
ice to maintain temperatures of 
minus-70 degrees Celsius (mi-
nus-94 degrees Fahrenheit). 

Peter Openshaw, professor of 
experimental medicine at Impe-
rial College London, said the 

The results reported yester-
day come from trials in the U.K. 
and Brazil that involved 23,000 
people. Late-stage trials are also 
underway in the U.S., Japan, Rus-
sia, South Africa, Kenya and Latin 
America, with further trials plan-
ned for other European and Asian 
countries.

AstraZeneca has been ramping 
up manufacturing capacity, so it 
can supply hundreds of millions 
of doses of the vaccine starting 
in January, Chief Executive Pas-
cal Soriot said earlier this month. 
MDT/AP
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Liverpool’s Roberto Firmino celebrates after scoring their side’s third goal

FOOTBALL

Records tumble as Liverpool 
beats Leicester in EPL
LIVERPOOL 3, LEICESTER 0

L
IVERPOOL set a club 
record of 64 top-flight 
home matches unbea-
ten by overwhelming 

Leicester in a 3-0 win in the Pre-
mier League yesterday.

Diogo Jota had a record of his 
own, becoming the first player 
to score in his first four home 
top-division league appearan-
ces for Liverpool with a glancing 
header to add to Jonny Evans’ 
own-goal in the first half.

Roberto Firmino made 
amends for hitting the post twi-
ce by scoring the third in the 
87th minute from a corner as 
Jürgen Klopp’s side — undefea-
ted in the league at Anfield since 
April 2017 — eclipsed the great 
team of the late 1970s and early 
1980s, whose own run was coin-
cidentally ended by a Leicester 
team in 1981.

Fabinho’s return after a three-
-match absence not only eased 
Liverpool’s injury worries but 
soothed any anxiety at the back 
as he slotted into central defen-
se with a calm, assured perfor-

mance usually associated with 
Virgil van Dijk, who is out long-
-term through injury.

With Liverpool’s absentee list 

also including Mohamed Salah, 
Jordan Henderson and Trent 
Alexander-Arnold, Leicester — 
with its 100% record away from 

home — and its former Liver-
pool manager Brendan Rodgers 
would have fancied their chan-
ces of a first win at Anfield in 
over 20 years.

However, the hosts were well 
worth their 2-0 lead at halftime.

Jamie Vardy, the scourge of 
the top teams, barely had a tou-
ch of note and never really had 
the chance to test Fabinho’s 
newly healed hamstring or Joel 
Matip’s lack of pace.

Instead, it was another li-
vewire forward in Jota who took 
center stage, occupying the wi-
de-right position usually the 
preserve of Salah.

The summer signing roamed 
in off the flank to cause Leices-
ter all kinds of problems, and he 
was duly rewarded with his goal 
just before the break.

When he headed in a cross 
from Andy Robertson, it was his 
seventh goal in his last six club 
matches and gave Klopp’s side a 
cushion after Evans had headed 
James Milner’s corner past his 
own goalkeeper at a corner.

The evergreen James Milner, 
35 in January, deputized for the 

absent Alexander-Arnold and 
did not put a foot wrong in kee-
ping Harvey Barnes quiet whi-
le also offering an outlet down 
the right. That was until he was 
moved into midfield after Naby 
Keita was added to the casualty 
list with a hamstring injury.

Milner’s versatility is an ob-
vious asset in these tough times 
and his first act in his more ad-
vanced position was to release 
Sadio Mane, whose shot was 
parried by Kasper Schmeichel 
and Christian Fuchs was nee-
ded to bail him out by heading 
over from under the crossbar 
with Jota lurking.

Jota tested the keeper again 
and Evans headed against his 
own post as Liverpool should 
really have been out of sight be-
fore the hour mark.

Leicester failed to capitalize 
on the introduction of 19-year-
-old Neco Williams at right back 
for Liverpool, and even when 
Alisson Becker did make a good 
double save from Vardy and 
Barnes, any goal would have 
been ruled out for offside.

Liverpool hit the post twi-
ce within seconds as Firmino’s 
shot rebounded, was cleared 
off the line by millimeters, and 
Mane’s follow-up strike deflec-
ted off Schmeichel and onto the 
upright.

Firmino’s persistence even-
tually paid off as Liverpool moved 
level on points with Tottenham at 
the top of the table, behind only 
on goal difference. AP
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Alibaba chairman says China’s 
antitrust rules ‘necessary’

The chairman and CEO of e-commerce giant Alibaba Group prai-
sed Chinese regulators yesterday in a possible attempt to repair ties 
after the stock market debut of its former financial services arm was 
suspended following criticism of them by billionaire Alibaba founder 
Jack Ma.

Beijing’s announcement of proposed guidelines to enforce anti-
-competition law against internet companies is “timely and neces-
sary,” Daniel Zhang said in a speech at the government-organized 
World Internet Conference in Wuzhen, a scenic town in Zhejiang 
province, just south of Shanghai.

Regulators jolted financial markets on Nov. 3 by suspending the 

market debut of Ant Group, the world’s biggest online finance plat-
form. That followed a speech in which Ma criticized regulators as ba-
ckward and an obstacle to business development. The suspension of 
Ant’s IPO prompted suggestions that Beijing might be punishing Ma 
while also tightening controls on potentially risky finance industries.

Ma has yet to publicly comment on the matter since the suspen-
sion of Ant Group’s IPO.

On Nov. 10, regulators followed with an announcement of pro-
posed guidelines on how anti-competition would apply to internet 
companies. They highlighted potential areas regulators might target 
including exclusive contracts.

OPINION
Our Desk
Renato Marques

Emirates Yemen’s Houthi 
rebels said they struck a 
Saudi oil facility in the port city 
of Jiddah yesterday with a 
new cruise missile, just hours 
after the kingdom finished 
hosting its virtual Group 
of 20 leaders summit. The 
kingdom did not immediately 
acknowledge any attack 
as videos on social media 
suggested a fire struck a 
Saudi Arabian Oil Co. facility in 
Jiddah before dawn. 

Belarusian human rights 
group Viasna says that 
more than 300 people 
were arrested and many 
of them beaten by police 
during protests calling for 
the country’s authoritarian 
president to resign. The 
demonstrations that 
attracted thousands were 
the 16th consecutive week 
of large protests against 
President Alexander 
Lukashenko. There have 
been near-daily protests 
since early August.

France Former President 
Nicolas Sarkozy went on 
trial yesterday on charges 
of corruption and influence 
peddling in a phone-tapping 
scandal, a first for the 
65-year-old politician who 
has faced several other 
judicial investigations since 
leaving office in 2012. 
Sarkozy is being accused 
of having tried to illegally 
obtain information from 
a magistrate about an 
investigation involving him in 
2014. He stands trial in a Paris 
court along with his lawyer 
Thierry Herzog and the 
magistrate, Gilbert Azibert. 

Sweden A passenger 
ferry that ran aground 
in heavy winds in a Baltic 
Sea archipelago between 
Finland and Sweden was 
dragged off the shore and 
towed yesterday to a port, 
where some of its over 300 
passengers disembarked. 
The M/S Viking Grace was 
sailing from the Swedish 
capital of Stockholm to the 
western Finnish city of Turku 
when it hit ground just few 
hundred of meters short of 
the passenger terminal at 
Mariehamn. 
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Policy versus 
Execution

Mid-November is historically the time for the 
year’s review and assessment and, in regard to 
Macau, for the government to announce the new 
policies to be enforced in the upcoming year.

The presentation of the Policy Address (LAG) by 
the Chief Executive (CE) is always a moment ea-
gerly awaited by the population, especially since 
the Wealth Partaking Scheme, best known as the 
cash handout, has been enforced.

People want to hear that the annual handout 
plan continues and they hope to hear that the 
amount will be increased in the coming year.

This year, many citizens’ hopes in the CE, Ho Iat 
Seng, fell short when, at the Legislative Assem-
bly, Ho said that the scheme would continue to 
distribute the same amounts to permanent and 
non-permanent residents, but (there is a big but) 
that the method of distribution had not yet been 
decided, which the CE clarified later on that day. 

Ho ‘s desk currently faces two options: to conti-
nue to distribute the “subsidy” in one lump sum 
via bank cheque or bank transfer, or via the me-
thod which has become popular in this pande-
mic year, consumption cards.

These options left many unhappy with the new 
government as, for many families in Macau, this 
is the 13th month of salary that they will not get 
from their employers. This means there is an in-
creased likelihood that they might not be able to 
pay that late bill or buy that new computer for 
their kid’s school, a new sofa, or maybe do some 
repairs on the house, among the many other uses 
that you could well imagine. 

The idea of changing this cash handout from 
one of free use to limited use and purpose has not 
gathered many favorable opinions. If it happens, 
it might be the first time since Ho took office in 
late December 2019, that the general public ex-
presses unhappiness with the new government, 
which has until now been in a “State of Grace.” 

But, going back to the original point, it was clear 
in previous governments that, on infrequent oc-
casions, there are significant differences between 
the ideas of the policymaker (technically the CE) 
and the execution of such policies by the different 
officials and government departments.

Ho’s term started precisely with that idea in 
mind that it was necessary to fill that gap and 
turn the policy into effective work.

During the LAG2021, one thing that I remembe-
red was Ho’s words regarding the series of events 
that the government is planning to hold in the 
next year to “revitalize the economy” so that Ma-
cau receives the visitors to the region well over 
Christmas, New Year and Lunar New Year.

And if to “receive well” is the policy, I do anti-
cipate a great amount of work for the upcoming 
months as the Grand Prix, held over the last 
weekend, was a good example of how not to re-
ceive well.

According to the official figures, a total of 50,000 
people attended the event in the circuit stands, 
an impressive crowd in pandemic times that for 
sure was not discouraged by the current situa-
tion.  

For example, under the famous Lisboa bend 
stand, which had people there in good numbers 
across the whole weekend, there was a single 
booth selling souvenirs and drinks. At the Reser-
voir area, the experience was even worse with 
only a single booth providing drinks. No food 
was available in the circuit’s public area and the-
re was a single vending machine per spectators’ 
sector. 

Why did this happen? I don’t have the answer, 
but I am sure that there are (many) small busines-
ses in the Food and Beverage industry that have 
been severely wounded by the tourist crisis that 
sure could have taken this opportunity to pocket 
some patacas.

Thailand no longer top 
overseas destination 
for Chinese tourists
THAILAND has lost its 

spot as the most popu-
lar cross-border destination 
for tourists from mainland 
China, according to a sur-
vey by HSBC Holdings Plc, 
as neighboring Japan and 
South Korea moved up the 
list.

“Barring Hong Kong and 
Macau, Japan and Korea 
emerged as the top two 
preferred cross-border des-
tinations,” analyst Parash 
Jain wrote in a report. “This 
reinforces our view that 
short-haul travel will reco-
ver earlier than long-haul 
international travel.”

The survey, conducted 
from Oct. 28 to Nov. 2, also 

NEVADA will cut capaci-
ty at casinos and other 

public venues starting to-
day to lower the spread of 
coronavirus infection, ac-
cording to Governor Steve 
Sisolak.

Gaming operations and 
venues including restau-
rants, bars and gyms will be 
reduced to 25% of fire-code 
capacity, down from 50%, 
he said. The limit at retail 
stores, including grocery 
outlets, will stay at 50%, 
with strict social distancing 
and additional monitoring 

found flight bookings are 
being made further in ad-
vance than they were pre-
-pandemic, which could 
reflect greater demand for 
leisure travel than business.

Most survey responden-
ts said they’d need at least 
six months after quaranti-
ne restrictions are relaxed 
to become comfortable 
with international travel, 
and an effective vaccine is 
key to boosting confidence, 
Jain said. The survey also 
showed people are more 
confident about domes-
tic travel thanks to China’s 
success in containing the 
virus.

HSBC has buy ratings on 

requirements.
The state is home to the 

world-famous Las Vegas 
Strip with casino resorts 
operated by companies 
including Las Vegas Sands 
Corp., MGM Resorts Inter-
national and Wynn Resor-
ts Ltd. The new measures, 
which will last for three 
weeks, will be imposed 
just two days before the 
Thanksgiving holiday, whe-
re Americans are already 
traveling across the country 
to meet family and friends.

Public gatherings will 

the Hong Kong-listed sha-
res of China’s Big 3 airlines 
- Air China Ltd., China Sou-
thern Airlines Co. and Chi-
na Eastern Airlines Corp.- 
thanks to their large domes-
tic market. Cathay Pacific 
Airways Ltd., which doesn’t 
have that luxury to fall back 
on, is rated hold with a price 
target of HKD6.87.

Cathay’s shares were 
down 4.1% at HKD6.84 as 
of 3:39 p.m. in Hong Kong 
yesterday, heading for their 
biggest loss in two mon-
ths. The stock fell after the 
launch of a travel bubble 
between Hong Kong and 
Singapore was postponed. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

be limited to no more than 
50 people, or 25% capacity, 
whichever is lower, and no 
large events will be appro-
ved during the three weeks. 
New curbs will be added 
even to private gatherings, 
which will be capped at 10 
people from no more than 
two households - with the 
use of masks.

“I did all I could to 
avoid further restrictions 
and keep us on the path 
forward, but now I must 
act,” the governor said. 
BLOOMBERG

GAMING
Nevada to cut capacity limit 
for casinos, other public venues


