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THE JUDICIARY POLICE HAS APPREHENDED 
THREE SUSPECTS ACCUSED OF 

TRAFFICKING DRUGS WORTH ABOUT 
MOP858,000 FROM THAILAND TO MACAU

THE US FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
RECOGNIZED JOE BIDEN AS THE ‘APPARENT 

WINNER’ OF THE NOV. 3 ELECTION, FORMALLY 
STARTING THE TRANSITION OF POWER  P8 P4 P4
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China launched an 
ambitious mission 
yesterday to bring back 
rocks and debris from the 
moon’s surface for the 
first time in more than 40 
years — an undertaking 
that could boost human 
understanding of the moon 
and of the solar system. 
Chang’e 5 is the country’s 
boldest lunar mission yet. 
If successful, it would be a 
major advance for China’s 
space program, and some 
experts say it could pave the 
way for bringing samples 
back from Mars or even a 
crewed lunar mission. 

Japanese Foreign Minister 
Toshimitsu Motegi met with 
his Chinese counterpart 
in Tokyo yesterday to 
discuss ways to revive their 
pandemic-hit economies 
as well as regional concerns 
over China’s growing 
influence. Motegi and 
Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi were expected 
to discuss resuming 
business trips between the 
two countries through a 
“business track” program 
that would allow visitors to 
engage in limited business 
activity during 14-day 
quarantine periods.

South Korea Authorities 
in the capital announced 
a tightening of social 
distancing regulations, 
including shutting 
nightclubs, limiting service 
hours at restaurants 
and reducing public 
transportation. The 
measures that went into 
effect yesterday also 
include a ban on public 
rallies or demonstrations 
of more than 10 people. 
Restaurants can provide 
only take out and delivery 
after 9 p.m., and public 
transportation will be limited 
after 10 p.m.
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Residents purchasing properties in the 
United Kingdom and Portugal are on the rise
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IC kicks 
off third 
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evaluation 
on 12 sites
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IC kicks off third heritage 
evaluation on 12 real properties

Activist group calls for classification of Rainha Dona Leonor
STAFF REPORTER

THE non-profit ac-
tivist group Doco-

momo Macau has once 
again called for support 
from the public and go-
vernment for the con-
servation of one of Ma-
cau’s oldest housing blo-
cks — the Rainha Dona 
Leonor (RDL) — which 
has been under threat of 
demolition. 

Docomomo, an orga-
nization that supports 
the preservation and re-
cognition of architecture 
in Macau, released the 
results of its assessment 
regarding the RDL hou-

sing block in a seminar 
yesterday.

The group drew on 
the background of the 
architect, José Lei, to rei-
terate the high heritage 
value of this architecture.  

“Knowing the [archi-
tect] is so important,” 
said Rui Leão, president 
of Docomomo Macau, 
at the seminar, adding 
that “because the clas-
sification of a building 
is not just about the ob-
ject itself, […] it’s also an 
issue of understanding 
the significance of the 
[architect], his contri-
bution as a whole, and 
understanding how this 

work was at the time re-
cognized.” 

The RDL was the first 
high-rise residential bui-
lding in downtown Ma-
cau with an elevator and 
was created by architect 
José Lei in the late 1950s. 

Lei was the son of An-
tonio Lei, the architect 
of public and private 
buildings in Macau such 
as the old Courthouse 
at Praia Grande Avenue, 
and was born in Macau 
in 1930. 

Lei established him-
self as a professional 
architect in Hong Kong. 
Some of his notable 
work includes the de-

ANTHONY LAM

THE public consultation 
period to list a third bat-

ch of real properties as legal 

heritage starts today and will 
go until January 23, 2021, the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) 
announced at a press confe-
rence yesterday.

The public consultation is a 
step that is required by law. It 
is administered by the IC and 
includes 12 real properties 
on the list of legal heritages. 

Although alterations on the 
heritage shortlist may occur 
following the public consul-
tation, the law requires the 
government to obtain public 

opinions before any real pro-
perty can be listed as a piece 
of legal heritage.

Located across the city, 
these 12 sites or architectural 
buildings take different forms 
and have different functions 
to their original purpose. 
They include the historical re-
mains of the Macao Museum, 
the remains of St. Paul’s Aca-
demy, Seak Kam Tong Hang 
Toi Temple, Sam Seng Temple 
in Ká-Hó, Pier No. 1 opposi-
te A-Ma Temple, the former 
Taipa Pier, Coloane Pier, the 
current Cardinal Newman 
Cultural and Performing Arts 
Center of Macau, the building 
at No. 2 of Estrada Nova, the 
Holy House of Mercy Elderly 
Home, as well as the former 
leprosy care facilities and the 
Our Lady of Sorrows Chapel 
which are both located in Ká-
-Hó.

Apart from conducting re-
search and studies in addition 
to public consultation, the 
official enlisting procedure 
also includes evaluations and 
analyses before a property 
can be listed as legal heritage. 
Once enlisted, it means they 
must be preserved and pro-
tected under the law.

To support the public con-
sultation process, the IC will 
hold three sessions in total, 
with two on November 28 and 
December 12 at the Macao 
Cultural Centre, and a third 
on December 19 at the Macao 
Museum. All the sessions will 
be held at 3 p.m.
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sign of the Hong Kong Spa-
ce Museum, the Cultural 
Center and the Hong Kong 
Museum of Art 

“Lei is not only a local 
architect, but also a locally-
-bred architect,” Leão stres-
sed, noting that he was also 
the creative mind behind 
many internationally- 
known achievements in the 
realm of architecture. 

The RDL was the first 
building to feature verti-
calization in Macau, sym-
bolizing the process of the 
city’s modernization. In 
addition to being designed 
by Lei, a professional born 
and bred in Macau, it is im-
portant for the building to 
be classified, the president 
claimed. 

Leão, who is an archi-
tect himself, emphasized 
that the assessment report 
reveals that the RDL ac-
tually complies with all the 
five criteria for the classi-
fication of buildings laid 
down in the Cultural Heri-
tage Protection Law – No. 
11/2013 (Article 18).

“From our point of view, 
the most important thing 

is to create an exercise with 
the IC [Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau] to put the law in the 
practice,” he said. 

Over the past two years, 
the organization has been 
proactive in conserving the 
RDL. In June 2018, Doco-
momo delivered a letter to 
the former Chief Executive 
Chui Sai On, calling on him 
to recognize the importan-
ce of the building. 

The plan to tear down 
the RDL was first proposed 
in 2018 by its owner Holy 
House of Mercy. They an-
nounced their intention to 
remove the building owing 
to the high maintenance 
costs, and construct a new 
high-rise on the site ins-
tead.

Another example of ar-
chitecture assessed in the 
report was Escola Portu-
guesa de Macau, an in-
ternational school near 
Grand Lisboa Hotel which 
is about to undergo an ex-
pansion project. 

Docomomo suggested 
the school downscale the 
project in order to maintain 
better visibility in the area. 

Accessible both onli-
ne and offline, the pu-
blic consultation text 
can be obtained at any 
government public ser-
vice center, the IC head-
quarters at Tap Seac, 
public libraries mana-
ged by the IC, or the 
government’s cultural 
heritage website.

According to IC Vice 
President Leong Wai 
Man, the 12 properties 
the bureau has nomi-
nated have been short-
listed after research and 
study. The 12 real pro-
perties are “represen-
tative of local cultural 
characteristics and their 
nomination is amply 
justifiable, as they have 
has sufficient informa-
tion and mature factors 
for enlisting, as well as 
having urgent preserva-
tion needs.”

Leong further explai-
ned that the 12 were all 
picked by the IC. “This 
time we haven’t recei-
ved any public input,” 
the official said.

Legally, there are four 
types of real property 
heritage: memorabilia, 
with mainly archeolo-
gical elements; buildin-
gs with architecturally 
artistic values; groups 
of architectures; and ve-
nues, such as plazas and 
parks.

However, about half 

of the 12 shortlisted lo-
cations come without 
ownership registration. 
Concerns over preser-
vation responsibilities 
and future costs were 
dismissed by the IC Vice 
President, or she at least 
did not appear to be 
worried about the topic.

Leong noted that 
most of the locations 
are now in use, meaning 
that they have regular 
users or administrators. 
If the locations are suc-
cessfully enlisted, their 
respective administra-
tors will be responsible 
for preservation efforts. 
A call for support can be 
filed in accordance with 
the Cultural Heritage 
Protection Law.

As several of the sites 
are only remains, Leong 
was asked if Tang’s Gar-
den, which is located 
on Avenida de Colonel 
Mesquita and only has a 
peripheral wall left, will 
also be considered for 
enlistment. Leong said 
all cases should be con-
sidered separately.

Tang’s Garden gene-
rated heated debate at 
the last Urban Planning 
Committee plenary 
meeting. The IC repre-
sentative at the meeting 
asked if remains could 
still be considered relics 
once preserved or resto-
red.

Residents considering 
purchasing properties in 
the UK, Portugal on the rise
LYNZY VALLES

J
ML Property is seeing a 
rise in interest from locals 
looking to purchase proper-
ties in the UK and Portugal 

– despite the economy being ba-
dly hit by Covid-19.

The real estate agency obser-
ves that an increasing number 
of people are looking to move 
out of Macau as property prices 
in the SAR are considered ex-
pensive for an average resident 
– making it difficult for some to 
climb the property ladder. 

Speaking with the Times, JML 
Property director Keith Lawson 
said that the ownership of pro-
perties in these two countries 
also creates other opportunities 
for residents – aside from an in-
vestment opportunity – as they 
will be entitled to a residency 
outside of Macau. 

“We find that there is a much 
greater interest now, while there 
wasn’t much in the past,” Law-
son observed.

For Lawson, one of the main 
drivers for local residents to in-
vest in the U.K. is schooling. 
People are looking at schools for 
their children. Lawson added 
that London is a safe market for 
people to invest their money as 
there are no real restrictions on 
foreign ownership.

Interest in Portugal, however, 
can mainly be attributed to the 

lifestyle. Several surveys show 
that Portugal has been voted as 
one of the top places to retire. 

Therefore, Lawson believes 
that many residents are looking 
to earn money here in the city, 
then retire in Portugal.

A significant number of local 
residents are also Portuguese 
passport holders, which makes 
it easier for them to directly in-
vest in the market. 

“Since three years ago, the in-
terest has grown slowly but su-
rely. There are a lot more people 
interested, but it generally takes 
time for them to make a decision 
– but at least it is a very straigh-
tforward process. Both regions 
have a very strong and simple 
legal system,” said Lawson.

Meanwhile, speaking about 
the Hengqin property market, 
the realtor expressed doubt 
about whether or not the region 
would be a good investment.

Given that there is a diffe-
rent legal system and different 
types of ownership in Hen-
gqin, Lawson advised that it 
is important for residents to 
invest in a jurisdiction that 
has a strong legal reputation 
and is held in high esteem.  
“Hengqin is busy, it’s popular.

People are certainly looking 
over there. Quite rightly so, it’s 
a great place to live. Whether it’s 
going to be a good investment or 
not, is a really big question. Only 

time will tell,” said Lawson.
“There are a lot of landmines 

and tricky things to get through 
to buy a property over there. I 
think people are thinking that it 
is going to be a good investment 
but there is an awful lot of su-
pply and not a huge amount of 
demand at this point,” Lawson 
added.

Earlier this month, several 
hundred Macau buyers purcha-
sing units in Wanzai District of 
China’s southern city of Zhuhai 
saw the properties types myste-
riously altered, making them le-
gally uninhabitable.

The group have sought help 
from lawmaker José Pereira Cou-
tinho as each apartment buyer 
spent at least 4 million yuan on 
the residences, which were la-
ter altered to purely commer-
cial use properties. Defects have 
also been found in the units in 
question as well, such as severe 
leakage, cracks in walls, dama-
ged windows and doorframes, 
as well as bent floor tiles. 

According to the lawmaker, 
there is a tricky provision which 
deprives the buyers of their right 
to seek a legal appeal even when 
they have the contracts in hand.

Therefore, Lawson argued, 
“It’s important you’re investing 
in a safe jurisdiction. It’s just 
not worth gambling about - it’s 
an awful lot of money to be lost. 
You really need certainty.”
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Morgan Stanley: 
Casino industry will stay 
‘medium-term bullish’

CRIME
PJ discovers drug 
trafficking case  
JULIE ZHU 

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) 
has apprehended three 

suspects accused of drug tra-
fficking, PJ reported yesterday. 

The three suspects are all 
Filipino nationals. The first 
suspect, named Tabora, is 22 
years old and a non-perma-
nent Macau resident. The se-
cond suspect is named Ballen-
tos, 33, who is an overstayer. 
The final suspect is a 32-year-
-old called Aguilar who is a 
permanent Macau resident.  

According to police infor-
mation, the three were recrui-
ted by a Hong Kong drug tra-
fficking group to sell drugs in 
Macau. 

On November 23, the drugs 
were hidden inside small woo-
den sculptures and were shi-
pped from Thailand to Macau. 

In total, the police authori-
ty seized small wooden sculp-
tures containing four small 
packs of methamphetamine 
with a total net weight of 260 
grams, worth about 858,000 
patacas.  

Tabora and Ballentos are 
accused of collecting the shi-

pping parcels and the third 
suspect is suspected of being 
the lookout for the other two.   

Tabora and Ballentos ad-
mitted to their crimes and 
confessed that they were offe-
red 10,000 patacas and 4,000 
patacas as payment respecti-
vely. Aguilar denied the accu-
sations. 

All three tested positive for 
traces of methamphetamine 
in their systems. 

Yesterday, PJ transferred 
the three to the prosecution 
authority under the charges 
of consuming and trafficking 
drugs. 

Earlier in October, a case of 
drug trafficking using express 
courier services was busted by 
the PJ, seizing 1.64 million pa-
tacas worth of cocaine. 

In addition to the seized 
substance, a man and a wo-
man were arrested on the 
charges of drug trafficking and 
drug use.

The male suspect is 33 
years old and the female is 34. 
Both are non-resident workers 
from the Philippines. The man 
works as a barber and the wo-
man is a domestic helper.

IAM rebuts resident’s 
statement on missing dog
THE Municipal Affairs 

Bureau (IAM) clari-
fied that dogs that were 
reported missing are not 
part of the stray dogs that 
the bureau has recently 
caught.

The statement comes 
after a group, on Monday, 
demanded Secretary for 
Administration and Jus-
tice André Cheong to in-
vestigate a dog disappea-
rance and adoption case.

The case is related to a 
dog named Blue and his 
owner, a Macau resident 
surnamed Tam. Earlier, 
Tam adopted the dog 
from the IAM’s kennel. 

On November 8, the 
dog went missing. The 
next day, Tam and his 
friends reported the disa-
ppearance of the dog to 
IAM kennel.

Later, Tam’s friends saw 
the dog at the IAM kennel 
and immediately notified 
a veterinarian working at 
the kennel that the dog 
had an owner.

According to a report 
by All About Macau, the 

veterinarian said that the 
dog was not implanted 
with an identity chip, so 
IAM was unable to identi-
fy the owner of the dog. In 
addition, the friends were 
told that the dog would be 
put out for public adop-
tion again sometime later.  

On November 20, Tam 
visited IAM to adopt the 
dog again. However, he 
discovered that the ken-
nel hadn’t put the dog up 
for adoption and the IAM 
staff were refusing to pro-
vide Tam with further in-
formation regarding the 
dog or the case.  

Yesterday, the bureau 
confirmed that the dog 
owner reported about his 
three lost dogs on Novem-
ber 9. The missing dogs 
have been registered with 
IAM and were implanted 
with identity chips. 

The IAM said it has re-
trieved one of the three 
dogs and notified the ow-
ner right away. 

The remaining two 
have not yet been retrie-
ved by the bureau, nor 
have they been reported 
retrieved.

Although the owner 
mentioned about a black 

dog that was placed on 
IAM’s website, the bureau 
clarified that it was not 
the owner’s dog as there 
were no chip implanted. 
The IAM vets have evalua-
ted the dog and identified 
that it was not suitable for 
adoption due to its fierce-
ness. 

On Monday, Tam, 
along with other “dog lo-
vers” requested the local 
government reveal details 
about the situation and 
demanded that Secretary 
Cheong provide the pu-
blic with an explanation 
for these events. JZ/AL

STAFF REPORTER

MORGAN Stanley confirmed Macau’s 
casino sector will remain “medium-

-term bullish,” given the pent-up demand 
for leisure activities among mainland tra-
velers and the enduring impracticability of 
travelling abroad at the moment. 

“We see a continued clampdown on on-
line gambling and overseas travel to bode 
well for Macau,” Morgan Stanley stated in 
its memo seen by GGRAsia. 

Regarding the reports on capital controls 
out of the mainland, analysts confirmed 
that the liquidity in the VIP system remains 
abundant and there has been no spike in 
mainland officals being disciplined. 

The firm also said that Macau’s six ca-
sino operators were either in or were soon 
moving towards positive earnings before 
interest, taxation, depreciation and amorti-
zation (EBITDA).

This was thanks to a cut in the operator’s 
expenses, said the firm, which suggested  
a higher EBITDA margin in 2021/22 will 
also be boosted by “mix change (towards 
mass).” Other forthcoming catalysts inclu-
de the reinstatement of the Individual Visit 
Scheme (IVS) self-service kiosks, and the 
re-opening of the Hong Kong border wi-

thout quarantine. 
Macau’s combined gross gaming reve-

nue (GGR) during the first 10 months was 
MOP45.88 billion, down 81.4% year-on-
-year. The arrival figures also indicate that 
Macau’s tourism has been on the path to 
recovery. 

On November 20, the first day of the Ma-
cau Grand Prix, Macau welcomed a total of 
28,000 visitors, the highest daily record for 
the last nine months. 

The banking firm forecasts that visita-
tion to the city will continue to increase 
slowly over the next few months. There will 
be growth in the number of gaming visitors 
due to the increased convenience in pro-
cessing visas.
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Gov’t owned 
company law 
to undergo 
public 
consultation
 
The Macau Public Assets 
Supervision and Planning 
Office has revealed that 
the bureau will organize 
a public consultation 
on the law concerning 
government owned 
companies. According 
to the bureau, it is 
currently inappropriate 
to require government 
owned companies 
to disclose specific 
information, because 
that would be beyond the 
city’s commercial laws’ 
regulations.
 

Shops express 
mixed views 
about 
characteristic 
shop scheme
 
Participants of the 
Macau Economic Bureau 
(DSE) have expressed 
mixed opinions about the 
bureau’s characteristic 
shop scheme. According 
to a TDM report, a shop 
owner, surnamed Ng, 
said that since mainland 
China gave its citizens 
approval to visit Macau in 
September, the business 
was able to recover 10% 
to 30%, yet noting that 
DSE’s characteristic 
shop scheme is not 
effective enough at 
helping shops expand 
businesses. Other 
shop owners believe 
the DSE program is 
effective and hope the 
bureau will continue this 
sponsorship.
 

Lawmaker asks 
about ‘going-
out passes’ 
 
Lawmaker Chan 
Hong has written to 
the SAR government 
asking about security 
risks created by 
going-out passes, 
a kind of temporary 
staying permit.  In 
her interpellation, 
Chan pointed out that 
recently, Macau has 
reported several cases 
of individuals who 
are waiting for official 
deportation committing 
crimes for people who 
hold the temporary 
going-out passes. 
Chan wants the local 
government to negotiate 
and communicate with 
some southern Asian 
countries to shorten the 
identity check process 
and expedite deportation 
procedures.
 

Four locals appointed to 
UN’s France-China NGO

CTM to invest MOP2b in 5G infrastructure
RENATO MARQUES

TE L E C O M M U N I -
CATIONS company 

Companhia de Telecomu-
nicações de Macau (CTM) 
is ready to invest around 
2 billion patacas in the ci-
ty’s 5G network, the com-
pany’s Vice President for 
Commercial Affairs, Ebel 
Cham, told media on the 
sidelines of a press con-
ference on the “5G Smart 
Solution Competition” at 
the Macao Young Entrepre-
neur Incubation Centre on 
Monday.

According to Cham, the 
company aims to spend 
a total of 2 billion patacas 
over a period of five years, 
with the first 600 million to 
be spent this year on works 
directly related to the cons-
truction of infrastructure 
for the 5G network.

The vice president of 
CTM also noted that the 
telecom company aims 
to have all work related to 
the construction of such 
infrastructure done by the 
start of 2021.

The construction of the 
5G network was one of the 

topics discussed in detail 
while the Chief Executi-
ve (CE), Ho Iat Seng, was 
present at the Legislative 
Assembly (AL) to reply to 
questions from lawmakers 
on the Policy Address for 
2021.

Replying to a ques-

tion from lawmaker Chan 
Hong, the CE explained 
that citizens should not ex-
pect to use 5G technology 
the same way they used 3G 
and are now doing with the 
4G network, as the costs of 
building the network in-
frastructure are very high 

and the coverage of the ne-
twork will be limited.

“The coverage of the 5G 
network will be very limited 
in comparison with the 3G 
or 4G [networks]. The pre-
vious generations [3G and 
4G] only needed a few re-
transmission points arou-
nd the city and these can be 
installed in any public faci-
lity or private buildings, but 
5G needs its retransmission 
stations which can cost as 
much as 3 billion patacas,” 
the CE said, adding that the 
government is still analy-
zing how much the ne-
twork service providers will 
invest and what part of the 
network assets will belong 
to the SAR.

Questioned on the topic 
during the AL, Cham said 
that CTM has its budget 
which will be used to build 
the infrastructure.

RENATO MARQUES

FOUR Macau residents have been 
appointed as representatives of 

the non-governmental organiza-
tion (NGO) “Favoriser les Echanges 
Culturels entre la France et la Chine” 
(United Nations France-China Cul-
tural Exchange Promotion Center), 
the group informed in a statement 
to the press.

Among the four newly appoin-
ted members are Secretary-General 
Marco Tin Sio Hong, Vice President 
Rita Santos, Deputy Secretary-Ge-
neral Hermon Ng Man Ho, and 
Executive Director Joyce Wong Yuk 
Sze. They began their duties imme-
diately after their appointment on 
November 18.

The NGO is part of the United 
Nations Economic and Social Coun-
cil, one of the six principal organs of 
the U.N. The council is responsible 
for coordinating the economic and 
social fields of the organization, spe-
cifically in regards to the 15 specia-
lized agencies, the eight functional 
commissions and the five regional 
commissions under its jurisdiction.

According to the information 
provided, the NGO aims to “promo-
te friendly exchange and coopera-
tion between France and China, to 
create better channels and platfor-
ms for exchange between the two 
countries to promote world peace.”

The center also aims to support 
diplomatic activities and cultural 
exchange between France and Chi-
na, providing advisory services to 
France and China. Its additional 
goal is to promote the development 
of both countries, boosting the sus-

tainable development of economic 
enterprises, and the cultural and 
technological interests of the two 
countries, while also supporting the 
investment of Chinese companies 
in Europe and Africa.

Helping introduce European 
companies to the Chinese market is 
also among the duties of the center.

In their first assignment, the four 
members represented the center at 
the launch ceremony of the “2nd 
Guangdong-Africa Exchange and 
Cooperation Week” and the “20th 
Anniversary Celebration of the Es-
tablishment of the Forum on China-

-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC).”
The events were held in the city 

of Guangzhou and attracted over 
300 attendees from the Guangdong 
Foreign Affairs Office, the Depart-
ment of Commerce of Guangdong 
Province, the Guangdong Cham-
ber of International Commerce, as 
well as representatives from African 
companies who attended with the 
hope of deepening the cooperation 
between companies in Africa and 
Guangdong. 

At the event, Rita Santos repre-
sented the organization  at the sig-
ning of a cooperation memoran-

dum with the “Guangdong Cham-
ber of Commerce of Importers & 
Exporters” which aims to deepen 
exchanges and cooperation with 
Africa in the areas of economy and 
trade, culture, tourism, healthcare, 
education, agriculture and tech-
nology. 

One of the areas of particular 
interest in the memorandum is re-
lated to the process for donations 
and investments from Guangdong 
companies’, and the construction of 
industry in Africa by Chinese com-
panies, with the aim of relieving the 
effects of the Covid-19 pandemic.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 25.11.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CHINA中國

page 7

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO
TAIWAN’S president 

inaugurated the 
production of domesti-
cally made submarines 
yesterday in the sou-
thern city of Kaohsiung, 
in a step forward for the 
island’s defense strate-
gy at a time of elevated 
tensions with China.

“This submarine is 
an important part of 
allowing our navy to 
develop asymmetric 
warfare and to intimi-
date and block enemy 
ships from surrounding 
Taiwan’s main island,” 
said President Tsai In-
g-wen. “Now, with the 
construction of the 
submarine to its futu-
re commission, we will 
certainly let the world 
know our persistence in 
safeguarding our sove-
reignty.”

Tsai has made boos-
ting Taiwan’s indige-
nous defense capacity a 
central pillar of her de-
fense policy. Recently, 
she relaunched the mi-
litary aviation industry 
with the production of 
new trainer jets and has 
pushed for the develo-
pment of more sophis-
ticated systems by uti-
lizing the island’s high-
-tech industries.

At the same time, 
she has gained appro-
val from the U.S. for the 
purchase of billions of 
dollars in weapons, in-
cluding upgraded F-16 
fighter jets, armed dro-
nes, rocket systems and 
Harpoon missiles capa-
ble of hitting both ships 
and land targets. 

China regards Taiwan 
as a breakaway province 
that is part of its territory 
and has been upping its 
threats to bring the is-
land under control by 
force as economic and 
political enticements 
bear little fruit. China 
has stepped up mili-
tary exercises towards 
Taiwan this year, flying 
fighter jets and recon-
naissance planes on 
an almost daily basis 
toward the island of 24 
million people, which 
lies 160 kilometers off 
China’s southeast coast 
across the Taiwan Strait.

Taiwan turned to the 
expensive and time-
-consuming task of buil-
ding its own submarines 
after Beijing has succes-
sfully prevented it from 
purchasing such craft 
from abroad in recent 
years through the use of 
economic and diploma-
tic threats

Only a handful of 

countries around the 
world are capable of 
manufacturing subma-
rines for modern war-
fare and Taiwan’s move 
toward that step has 
taken years. The Taiwa-
nese subs’ designs have 
reportedly drawn on fo-
reign expertise, despite 
the obstacles thrown up 
by China. 

CSBC Corp., which 
is Taiwan’s largest ship 
builder and is partially 
government owned, 
was awarded a contract 
to design and build the 
subs in 2017, in part-
nership with arms deve-
loper National Chung-
-Shan Institute of Scien-
ce and Technology.

Plans call for the buil-
ding of eight indigenous 
submarines at an esti-
mated cost of more than 
$16 billion, with the first 
one to be completed by 
2024. 

The project has alrea-
dy faced criticism over 
its cost. The design pha-
se itself was estimated 
to cost around 3 billion 
Taiwanese dollars ($100 
million).

The submarine has 
been in the design sta-
ge for four years, over-
coming all sorts of dif-
ficulties that could not 
be revealed to the pu-
blic, CSBC’s chairman, 
Cheng Wen-lon, said 
yesterday. 

Tsai, whom China des-

pises for refusing to re-
cognize Taiwan as part 
of Chinese territory, 
conceded that the pro-
gram was a struggle, but 
said her government 
wouldn’t be deterred. 

“Walking on this path 
that historically the go-
vernment has never 
taken before, there were 
all kinds of challenges, 
and we were met with 
all sorts of doubts, but 
challenges and doub-
ts won’t defeat us,” Tsai 
said, standing in front of 
the workshop where the 
submarine parts will be 
manufactured.

Legislators, the de-
fense minister, mem-
bers of the design team 
and the de facto U.S. 
ambassador to Taiwan, 
Brent Christensen, at-
tended the ceremony at 
CSBC’s shipyard in the 
sprawling southern port 
city. 

Although Washington 
has no formal relations 
with the island’s demo-
cratically elected gover-
nment, it remains its 
main ally, and U.S. law 
requires the government 
to ensure that Taiwan 
can defend itself. Wea-
pons sales to the island 
have increased in quan-
tity and quality in recent 
years, especially under 
the Trump administra-
tion. 

Facing a potential Chi-
nese foe with overwhel-

ming superiority in mis-
siles, soldiers, ships and 
planes, Taiwan has stru-

ggled to assure its own 
people, as well as the 
U.S., that it is capable of 

and willing to defend it-
self.

Along with world’s 
largest standing mili-
tary, numbering arou-
nd 2 million members, 
China has the largest 
navy, with approximate-
ly 350 vessels, including 
two aircraft carriers and 
about 56 submarines. It 
also possesses around 
2,000 combat fighters 
and bombers and 1,250 
ground-launched bal-
listic missiles, conside-
red a key strategic and 
psychological weapon 
against Taiwan.

Taiwan’s armed for-
ces are a fraction of that 
number, with much of 
its ground force con-
sisting of short-term 
conscripts, and its fleet 
numbers only around 86 
vessels, roughly half of 
them missile boats for 
coastal patrol. 

Taiwan’s navy pre-
sently has just two 
combat-ready subma-
rines, versions of the 
Zwaardvis-class subs 
purchased from the Ne-
therlands in the 1980s 
in a deal that led to a 
major diplomatic rift 
between Beijing and 
The Hague. AP

TAIWAN

Tsai launches production 
of domestically made sub

Taiwan’s President Tsai Ing-wen touches a ceremonial orb to inaugurate the production of domestically-made submarines at Kaohsiung shipyards
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The funeral of the assas-
sinated President, John F 
Kennedy, has taken place 
in Washington.

An estimated 800,000 
Americans lined the stree-
ts to watch the coffin’s 
procession from the Capi-
tol, where the president’s 
body had lain in state since 
yesterday.

The crowd stood in silen-
ce, punctuated only by the 
sound of weeping, as the 
funeral procession made 
its way towards St Mat-
thew’s Cathedral in central 
Washington.

The coffin, draped with the Stars and Stripes, lay on a gun 
carriage drawn by six grey horses. A black riderless horse 
pranced along behind.

Mr Kennedy’s widow, Jacqueline Kennedy, and her two 
children, three-year-old John Kennedy junior, and five-
-year-old Caroline, rode behind in a black car, accompanied 
by his brothers, Robert and Edward.

Then came the long procession of guests, representing 
every continent in the world in one of the most distin-
guished gathering of foreign dignitaries ever assembled in 
the history of the United States.

They included, for Britain, the Duke of Edinburgh, the Pri-
me Minister, Sir Alec Douglas-Home, and the Leader of the 
Opposition, Harold Wilson.

President de Gaulle of France was among them, as was 
President de Valera of Ireland, Chancellor Erhard of West 
Germany, and the Ethiopian Emperor, Haile Selassie.

Also among the mourners, in a poignant recognition of 
the dead president’s efforts to foster peace around the 
world, was the Soviet first deputy Prime Minister, Anastas 
Mikoyan, representing Nikolai Khrushchev.

The requiem mass at St Matthew’s was led by Cardinal 
Cushing of Boston.

It included a reading of the entire inaugural address, deli-
vered by John F Kennedy in January 1961, with perhaps his 
most famous words: “Ask not what your country can do for 
you - ask what you can do for your country.”

As the coffin left the church after the ceremony, three-
-year-old John Kennedy Junior was seen to step forward 
for a moment and put his hand to his forehead in what 
appeared to be a childish salute.

The president was buried in Arlington Cemetery to a 21-
gun salute and three musket volleys.

As a bugle sounded the Last Post, the remains of John F 
Kennedy were lowered into the grave.

The time was 2034 GMT, and the short but momentous 
era of America’s youngest elected president was over.

Courtesy BBC News

1963 John F Kennedy is laid 
              to rest

In context

John F Kennedy was assassinated on 22 November in 
Dallas, Texas.
The man accused of his murder, Lee Harvey Oswald, was 
himself shot dead by nightclub owner Jack Ruby, on the 
day before the president’s funeral.
The circumstances around the president’s death remain 
controversial to this day.
Jacqueline Kennedy was re-married in 1968, to the Greek 
shipping magnate, Aristotle Onassis. She died of cancer 
in 1994.
The Kennedys were to suffer so many tragedies in the 
years which followed that the family was said to be cursed.
John F Kennedy’s brother, Robert Kennedy, was shot 
dead in June 1968, while campaigning for the Democratic 
presidential nomination.
His other brother, Ted Kennedy, ruined his chances of 
running for president after he was involved in a car acci-
dent in which he apparently left his passenger to die.
John Kennedy Junior, the boy who saluted his dead father, 
was also to die young, when the light aircraft he was pilot-
ing plunged into the Atlantic in 1999. His wife and sister-
in-law also died.

this day in historyUSA

Biden transition gets gov’t OK 
after Trump out of options
ZEKE MILLER, DAVID 
EGGERT & COLLEEN 
LONG, WASHINGTON

T
HE federal gover-
nment recognized 
President-elect 
Joe Biden as the 

“apparent winner” of the 
Nov. 3 election, formally 
starting the transition of 
power after President Do-
nald Trump spent weeks 
testing the boundaries of 
American democracy. He 
relented after suffering yet 
more legal and procedu-
ral defeats in his seemin-
gly futile effort to overturn 
the election with baseless 
claims of fraud.

Trump still refused to 
concede and vowed to 
continue to fight in court 
after General Services Ad-
ministrator Emily Murphy 
gave the green light yes-
terday [Macau time] for 
Biden to coordinate with 
federal agencies ahead of 
his Jan. 20 inauguration. 
But Trump did tweet that 
he was directing his team 
to cooperate on the transi-
tion. 

The fast-moving series of 
events seemed to let much 
of the air out of Trump’s 
frantic efforts to undermi-
ne the will of the people 
in what has amounted to 
a weekslong stress test for 
American democracy. But 
Trump’s attempts to fo-
ment a crisis of confidence 
in the political system and 
the fairness of U.S. elec-
tions haven’t ended and are 
likely to persist well beyond 
his lame-duck presidency.

Murphy, explaining her 
decision, cited “recent de-
velopments involving legal 
challenges and certifica-
tions of election results.” 

She acted after Michigan 
certified Biden’s victory in 
the battleground state, and 
a federal judge in Pennsyl-
vania tossed a Trump cam-
paign lawsuit on Saturday 
seeking to prevent certifi-
cation in that state. 

It also came as an in-
creasing number of Repu-
blicans were publicly ack-
nowledging Biden’s victory, 
after weeks of tolerating 
Trump’s baseless claims of 
fraud. The president had 
grown increasingly frustra-
ted with the flailing tactics 
of his legal team.

In recent days, senior 

Trump aides including 
chief of staff Mark Mea-
dows and White House 
counsel Pat Cipollone had 
also encouraged him to 
allow the transition to be-
gin, telling the president 
he didn’t need to concede 
but could no longer justify 
withholding support to the 
Biden transition.

Yohannes Abraham, 
executive director of the Bi-
den transition, said the de-
cision “is a needed step to 
begin tackling the challen-
ges facing our nation, in-
cluding getting the pande-
mic under control and our 
economy back on track.”

Murphy, a Trump 
appointee, had faced bi-
partisan criticism for fai-
ling to begin the transition 
process sooner, preventing 
Biden’s team from working 
with career agency officials 
on plans for his adminis-
tration. The delay denied 
Biden access to highly 
classified national securi-
ty briefings and hindered 
his team’s ability to begin 
drawing up its own plans to 
respond to the raging coro-
navirus pandemic.

Murphy insisted she ac-
ted on her own. 

“Please know that I came 
to my decision indepen-
dently, based on the law 
and available facts. I was 
never directly or indirectly 
pressured by any Executive 
Branch official — including 
those who work at the Whi-
te House or GSA — with 
regard to the substance or 
timing of my decision,” she 
wrote in a letter to Biden.

Trump tweeted momen-
ts after Murphy’s decision: 
“We will keep up the good 
fight and I believe we will 
prevail! Nevertheless, in the 
best interest of our Coun-
try, I am recommending 
that Emily and her team do 
what needs to be done with 
regard to initial protocols, 
and have told my team to 
do the same.”

Max Stier, president and 
CEO of the nonpartisan 
Partnership for Public Ser-
vice, criticized the delay 
but said Biden’s team wou-
ld be able to overcome it. 

“Unfortunately, every 
day lost to the delayed as-
certainment was a missed 
opportunity for the out-
going administration to 
help President-elect Joe 
Biden prepare to meet our 
country’s greatest challen-
ges,” he said. “The good 
news is that the president-
-elect and his team are the 
most prepared and best 
equipped of any incoming 
administration in recent 
memory.”

Senate Democratic lea-
der Chuck Schumer said 
the GSA action “is proba-
bly the closest thing to a 
concession that President 
Trump could issue.” Noting 
that the nation “faces mul-
tiple crises that demand an 
orderly transition,” Schu-
mer urged Democrats and 
Republicans to “unite to-
gether for a smooth and 
peaceful transition that will 
benefit America.”

Murphy’s action came 
just 90 minutes after Michi-
gan election officials certi-

fied Biden’s 154,000-vote 
victory in the state. The 
Board of State Canvassers, 
which has two Republicans 
and two Democrats, con-
firmed the results on a 3-0 
vote with one GOP absten-
tion. Trump and his allies 
had hoped to block the vote 
to allow time for an audit of 
ballots in Wayne County, 
where Trump has claimed 
without evidence that he 
was the victim of fraud. Bi-
den crushed the president 
by more than 330,000 votes 
there.

Some Trump allies had 
expressed hope that state 
lawmakers could interve-
ne in selecting Republican 
electors in states that do 
not certify. That long-shot 
bid is no longer possible in 
Michigan.

“The people of Michigan 
have spoken. President-e-
lect Biden won the State 
of Michigan by more than 
154,000 votes, and he will 
be our next president on 
January 20th,” Michigan 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, a 
Democrat, said, adding it’s 
“time to put this election 
behind us.” 

Trump was increasingly 
frustrated by his legal team, 
led by former New York 
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, 
whose erratic public per-
formances drew bipartisan 
mockery in recent weeks. 
Still, the legal challenges 
were expected to continue, 
as Trump seeks to keep his 
supporters on his side and 
keep his options open for 
opportunities post-presi-
dency. AP

President-elect Joe Biden speaks during a meeting at The Queen theater in Wilmington (Del.)
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Blackbird; 5- Young bear; 8- I smell ___!; 12- Arm joint; 14- Bean 

town?; 15- Female horse; 16- Din; 17- Somewhat; 18- Kind of rock; 19- 
Unstable; 21- Disguised; 23- Opener; 24- Ad follower; 25- Crafty; 26- Flower 
parts; 30- Awkward boors; 32- San Marino surrounder; 33- Relevant; 37- London 
gallery; 38- Refuse; 39- To ___ (perfectly); 40- Obliquely; 42- Go along (with); 
43- Establish; 44- Money-grubbers; 45- Salamander; 48- Shoebox letters; 49- 
Fashion designer’s monogram; 50- Silicon dioxide; 52- Profession; 57- Take 
apart; 58- Corp. VIP, briefly; 60- Where Hercules slew the lion; 61- Med school 
subj.; 62- Stink; 63- Private Pyle; 64- Dissolve, as cells; 65- Georgia, once: Abbr.; 
66- Stool pigeon: var.;
 
DOWN: 1- List from which to choose; 2- North Carolina university; 3- Diamond 
stats; 4- Missing; 5- Large town; 6- Actress Thurman; 7- Criticize; 8- Latin 
lesson word; 9- Prepares for billiards; 
10- Shakespearean sprite; 11- Woman’s 
one-piece undergarment; 13- Payroll 
frequency; 14- Godiva, for one; 20- DDE 
opponent; 22- Broadway opening; 24- 
Stallion, e.g.; 26- Mines; 27- Bibliography 
abbr.; 28- See ya!; 29- Coeur d’___, ID; 
30- Smallest; 31- Catches; 33- Cost; 
34- Raison d’ ___; 35- ___-do-well; 
36- Driving aids; 38- Small pincers; 41- 
Waste allowance; 42- Sick; 44- Ed.’s 
pile; 45- Peer; 46- Amusing; 47- Verbal 
flourishes; 49- Expression of disgust; 51- 
Routine; 52- Ale, e.g.; 53- Dodge model; 
54- Actress Thompson; 55- Prophet; 56- 
Cutty ___; 59- Crosses (out);

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
A challenging—but somewhat 
amusing—situation will give you 
an opportunity to demonstrate 
your flexibility, and you’ll make 
an especially good impression 
on someone.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You’ve worked hard to create a 
comfortable world for yourself, 
but sometimes discomfort can 
be a very enriching experience. 
Pare down your lifestyle just for 
one day.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Try as hard as you can to keep 
conversations light today—some 
touchy subjects will be brought 
up, but you should have no 
problem sidestepping them with 
grace.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today you should apply an 
extra measure of  caution to 
everything you do—especially 
financial transactions. When 
you prepare to buy something, 
make sure you can afford it!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
There are all types of  celebrities—
the beautiful people who populate 
the pages of  glossy magazines, the 
workplace luminaries who shine 
at your office, and the kings and 
queens of  your social realm.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You might feel like getting off on your 
own for awhile today, but that won’t 
be terribly easy right now. Too many 
overbearing people are demanding 
that you get involved with things 
you’re just not interested in.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Sweet romantic memories from 
long ago will be unexpectedly 
triggered early today, and they 
will really get your creative juices 
flowing. You’ll also get an energy 
boost when things get boring later.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
In your professional life, this 
is a time to lie low and wait for 
things to come to you. Don’t ask 
for a raise or make any big power 
plays—doing so may backfire on 
you. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Figuring out how to balance 
your selflessness with your 
selfishness will be pretty easy 
today—it looks as though 
you’ll be able to have it both 
ways! 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
 It’s perfectly acceptable for you 
to pick and choose whom you 
listen to—not everyone deserves 
to be taken seriously, as you well 
know. Some people are too easy 
on you.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
A big personality who works 
with you can be entertaining—
but sometimes this colleague 
can be exhausting. Today it may 
seem he’s preventing you from 
getting your work done.     

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
To learn more about a new 
person who has recently arrived 
on the scene, you should move 
beyond simple questions and 
answers. But this situation calls 
for a series of  experiments!

  Aquarius Pisces
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Sands China awards long-serving team members

The Wynn Care Foundation 
and the Faculty of Humanities 
and Arts of Macau University 
of Science and Technology 
jointly invited Huang Xiang-
ming, the young calligrapher 

Sands China Ltd. honou-
red 640 team members 
for reaching their 15-year 
milestones with the com-
pany, and 309 for their 10-
year anniversaries, with 
Nov. 11 recognition ce-
remonies at The Parisian 
Macao, entitled “Our 15 
Years of Excellence” and 

Wynn co-holds Chinese calligraphy exhibition
The exhibition is open to 

the public until November 
26 at the Wynn Palace art 
gallery, displaying a series of 
themed calligraphy works 
created by Xiangming Huang, 
including huge couplets, clas-
sical handscrolls, and bound 
books.

“As part of Wynn’s ongoing 
commitment to promoting 
culture and art, it has made a 
concerted effort to promote 
China’s invaluable traditional 
culture,” the gaming operator 
said in a statement. 

The exhibition showcases 
the culture and heritage of 
Jiangsu, and also enables the 
audience to appreciate the 
“true essence of Chinese tra-
ditional culture.”

Service Award –  a 15th 
anniversary souvenir 
box containing an anni-
versary certificate, spe-
cial edition pin designed 
by a team member, and 
a commemorative pla-
que. The company also 
presented each of them 
with a gift certificate for 
a special 15-year anni-
versary meal to be used 
at their choice of select 
Sands China restaurants.

Team members marking 
their 10-year milesto-
nes received a comme-
morative plaque from 
Dr. Wong, along with a 
gift certificate for a spe-
cial 10-year anniversary 
meal.

and award nominee of the 
Chinese Calligraphy Lanting 
Award and the Lin Sanzhi 
Award, to hold a Nanjing Chi-
nese calligraphy exhibition, 
“The Story of Stone.”

“Our Perfect 10, Thank 
You” to express gratitude 
to the long-serving team 
members

Sands China Ltd. 
President Dr. Wilfred 
Wong  presented each of 
the attending 15-year-
-milestone team mem-
bers with  an Honourable 

AARON CLARK 
& KEVIN VARLEY

MORE than $500 million 
worth of Australian coal is 

on ships anchored off Chinese 
ports, as a diplomatic spat be-
tween the two countries cuts 
into trade, idles a portion of the 
world’s dry bulk carriers and 
threatens to spiral into a huma-
nitarian crisis.

More than 50 vessels have 
been waiting a month or longer 
to offload coal from Australia, 
according to separate analyses 
of shipping data conducted by 
Bloomberg and data intelli-
gence firm Kpler. There’s about 
5.7 million tons of coal and 
approximately 1,000 seafarers 
on the anchored vessels, which 
are mostly Capesize and Pana-
max-sized vessels, according to 
Kpler.

The cargo and crew are vic-
tims of China’s move to black-
list a wide swathe of Australian 
commodities and foodstuffs, 
ratcheting up tensions between 
the two trading partners that 
have deteriorated since Huawei 
Technologies Co. was barred 
from building Australia’s 5G ne-
twork in 2018. Chinese power 
stations and steel mills were 
told to stop using Australian 
coal and ports were instructed 
not to offload the fuel, Bloom-
berg News reported in October.

Recent trade measures 
taken by China were made to 
protect public health and are 
consistent with World Tra-
de Organization obligations, 
Wang Xiaolong, director-gene-
ral of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs’ International Econo-
mic Affairs Department, said 

this week in Beijing.
The ban on Australian coal 

has happened in tandem with a 
broader push to restrict impor-
ts of the fuel, a common tactic 
Beijing uses to prop up domes-
tic coal prices and support lo-
cal mining companies. China’s 
monthly coal imports recently 
fell to the lowest in nearly a de-
cade, according to Wood Ma-
ckenzie.

But authorities may grant 
additional import quotas to 
keep a lid on prices as peak 
winter demand draws near. The 
benchmark Qinhuangdao port 

price has risen back above the 
intervention level of 600 yuan 
a ton this month, as efforts to 
increase domestic production 
fall short because of mine ac-
cidents in key provinces. Se-
lected ports could get about 
10 million tons of extra quota 
through the end of the year, 
Morgan Stanley said in a note 
Monday, citing traders and lo-
cal media reports.

A total of 66 vessels loaded 
with Australian coal are po-
sitioned in Chinese waters, 
according to shipping data 
analyzed by Bloomberg, most 

of them off the northeast coast 
near the ports of Jingtang and 
Caofeidian.

Kpler identified 53 vessels 
holding Australian coal wai-
ting about four weeks or longer 
to discharge at Chinese ports. 
Thirty-nine of the ships are car-
rying about 4.1 million tons of 
metallurgical coal. Australian 
coking coal for November on 
the Singapore Exchange closed 
at $101.57 a ton on Monday.

Nine vessels are carrying 
about 1.1 million tons of ther-
mal coal, based on the Kpler 
analysis. The benchmark price 

for that type of coal settled at 
$63.40 on Monday on ICE Fu-
tures Europe. Another five ves-
sels were carrying types of coal 
that weren’t identified.

Assuming that the unidenti-
fied cargoes were the cheaper 
of the two types, the value of 
coal on the vessels identified 
by Kpler is approximately $519 
million.

Ships carrying coal from 
all exporters generally waited 
three to five days for a berth 
prior to China’s restrictions on 
Australian shipments, accor-
ding to Kpler. BLOOMBERG

TRADE

There’s $500 million of coal on 
anchored ships off China’s coast
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Daniil Medvedev of Russia (left) and Dominic Thiem of Austria

Medvedev, Thiem get tennis 
set for intriguing 2021
HOWARD FENDRICH

N
O one thinks it’s time 
to write off Novak 
Djokovic or Rafael 
Nadal — or even Ro-

ger Federer — just yet. Well, they 
shouldn’t, anyway.

Still, the season-ending ATP 
Finals set the stage for an intri-
guing 2021 in men’s tennis with 
the emergence of Daniil Medve-
dev and the continued excellen-
ce of Dominic Thiem, a pair of 
20-somethings who look ready 
to continue their climbs to the 
sport’s apex. 

They’re part of a group of 
up-and-coming men that also 
includes Stefanos Tsitsipas, Ale-
xander Zverev and Andrey Ru-
blev, all of whom are showing 
signs they’re for real and ready 
to take the next steps. It gives 
everyone fodder for thought un-
til action resumes in Australia in 
January, if the coronavirus pan-
demic allows.

“We proved that we can play 

with the legends, that we can 
also beat them, that we can also 
win the biggest tournaments,” 
said Thiem, whose title at the 
U.S. Open in September gave 
him his first Grand Slam trophy. 

“The next few years, the Big 
Three still will play for every big 
title, but I guess there’s still going 

to be a time when those guys will 
retire — I don’t know, in three, 
four, five years,” Thiem said. 
“And then, I guess, we will be the 
favorites for all the big titles. For 
tennis, some exciting times are 
coming ahead.”

He said this last weekend in 
London after losing to Medve-

dev 4-6, 7-6 (2), 6-4 at the ATP 
Finals in the last tour match of 
the year.

They reached the cham-
pionship match with stirring 
three-set semifinal victories that 
felt a bit portentous: No. 3 Thiem 
knocked off No. 1 Djokovic, and 
No. 4 Medvedev eliminated No. 2 
Nadal.

“An amazing accomplishment 
for a new generation,” Medve-
dev called it. 

“It’s super for tennis. We are 
starting to ... (make) our marks,” 
said Medvedev, who also beat 
Djokovic in the round-robin 
portion of the tournament and 
became the first man in the 50-
year history of the ATP Finals to 
defeat each of the players ranked 
1-3 at the event. 

Austria’s Thiem, 27, has 
appeared in four Grand Slam fi-
nals — losing twice to Nadal at 
the French Open, once to Djoko-
vic at the Australian Open — and 
is now a two-time finalist at the 
ATP Finals (Tsitsipas beat him in 

2019). Thiem’s powerful baseline 
game is terrific, but he needs to 
add some variety and mid-mat-
ch adaptability. 

Russia’s Medvedev, 24, was 
the runner-up to Nadal at the 
2019 U.S. Open and lost to 
Thiem in the semifinals there 
this year. His ability to think his 
way through a match might be 
unrivaled — he shifted tactics to 
transform his matches against 
Nadal and Thiem in London — 
and his hard-court success is 
undeniable, but to really reach 
the upper echelon and stay the-
re, he’ll want to improve on clay 
(0-4 at the French Open) and 
grass (never past the third round 
at Wimbledon).

Greece’s Tsitsipas, Germany’s 
Zverev (who recently denied 
allegations of domestic violence 
made by a former girlfriend) and 
Russia’s Rublev are all under 24 
and ranked in the Top 10.

None has won a major, al-
though Zverev came quite close, 
holding a two-set lead before 
allowing Thiem to come back in 
the U.S. Open final.

It would be foolhardy to be-
lieve Djokovic, 33, and Nadal, 
34, can’t add to their Grand Slam 
totals; even Federer, 39, should 
not be discounted after missing 
most of the year following two 
operations on his right knee. AP
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Philippines targets 60 million 
for vaccination

Philippine officials say about 60 million Filipinos are being tar-
geted for vaccination against the coronavirus next year at a cost of 
more than 73 billion pesos ($1.4 billion) to develop considerable 
immunity among a majority of Filipinos.

Carlito Galvez Jr., who oversees government efforts to secure the 
vaccines, said that negotiations were underway with four Western 
and Chinese pharmaceutical companies, including U.S.-based 
Pfizer Inc. and China’s Sinovac Biotech Ltd., to secure the vaccines 
early next year. One company based in the U.K., AstraZeneca, can 
commit to supply up to 20 million vaccines, he said.

“We will target the most vulnerable and the poorest communities 
in areas that were affected,” Galvez said, addressing who would be 
prioritized for vaccination.

President Rodrigo Duterte said he wanted police and military 
personnel to be prioritized for their many sacrifices, including in 
disaster-response work. “I need healthy military and police becau-
se if they all get sick there’s nobody I can rely on,” he said.

The Philippines has had more than 420,000 confirmed cases, the 
second-most in Southeast Asia behind Indonesia, and 8,173 dea-
ths.

OPINION
World Views
Eli Lake, MDT/Bloomberg

Emirates Prosecutors in 
Qatar said that the airport 
police officers who ordered 
forced vaginal examinations 
of female passengers after 
an abandoned newborn 
was discovered in a trash 
can face possible three-
year prison sentences. 
Prosecutors did not say 
how many police officers 
at Hamad International 
Airport faced charges over 
the Oct. 2 incident that 
sparked widespread anger 
in Australia, a key destination 
for the state-owned Qatar 
Airways. 

UK Just in time for holiday 
travelers, England is cutting 
the two-week quarantine 
facing people arriving from 
regions not on Britain’s 
coronavirus safe list, 
reducing it to as little as five 
days if they test negative for 
COVID-19. The change to 
the quarantine rules, which 
was announced yesterday 
and takes effect on Dec. 
15, has been long-awaited 
by the travel industry, one 
of the worst-hit sectors 
during the pandemic. The 
change will bring the rules 
governing quarantines in 
England more in line with 
other European countries, 
including Germany. 

UK Telecom companies 
face hefty fines if they 
don’t comply with strict 
new security rules under 
a new law proposed in 
Parliament yesterday that 
is aimed at blocking high-
risk equipment suppliers 
like China’s Huawei. The 
Telecommunications 
Security Bill tightens security 
requirements for new high 
speed 5G wireless and fiber 
optic networks, with the 
threat of fines of up to either 
10% of sales or 100,000 
pounds a day for companies 
that don’t follow the rules. 

Mexico’s Roman Catholic 
Church announced the 
cancellation of what’s 
considered the world’s 
largest Catholic pilgrimage, 
for the Virgin of Guadalupe, 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Mexico’s 
Episcopal Conference said 
in a statement that the 
basilica will be closed from 
December 10-13. The 
Virgin is celebrated on Dec. 
12 and for weeks in advance, 
pilgrims travel from across 
Mexico to gather by the 
millions in Mexico City.

AP
 P

H
O

TO
AP

 P
H

O
TO

B
LO

O
M

B
ER

G

Progressives may not 
like Biden’s foreign 
policy

Shortly after President-elect Joe Biden clinched 
his party’s nomination in May, a group of 50 pro-
gressive organizations sent his campaign a let-
ter urging him to commit to a broad agenda of fo-
reign policy reform. They wanted him to agree to 
such policies as re-entering the Iran nuclear deal 
and cutting at least $200 billion from the Pentagon 
budget.

Six months later, Biden has given his answer: 
With his choice of Antony Blinken for secretary of 
state and Jake Sullivan as national security advi-
ser, as well as his expected nomination of Michele 
Flournoy for secretary of defense, Biden has signa-
led that his national security cabinet will be more 
centrist than the left flank of his party would like.

To be sure, Blinken, Sullivan and Flournoy will 
not give Saudi Arabia the green light it has come 
to expect from the Trump administration. Biden’s 
appointment of John Kerry to be his climate czar 
shows that an issue the Trump White House did not 
care about will be a priority for Biden. And Biden has 
committed to trying to rejoin the 2015 Iran nuclear 
deal if Iran comes back into compliance with it.

At the same time, all three choices come out of the 
moderate wing of the Democratic Party. Blinken is 
a longtime aide to Biden going back to his tenure 
as chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. He has emphasized in the last year how a 
Biden administration would focus on rebuilding 
relationships with allies that Trump has disrupted.

He has also signaled that he is more clear-eyed 
on Middle East policy than his party’s progres-
sive activists. Last month, for example, Blinken 
told the Jewish Insider that even if the Biden ad-
ministration suspends nuclear-related sanctions 
on Iran, “we will continue non-nuclear sanctions 
as a strong hedge against Iranian misbehavior in 
other areas.” If Biden keeps that promise, then Iran 
would still be under considerable financial pressu-
re because the Trump administration has ramped 
up sanctions on Iran for its support of terrorism.

In other areas of the world, Biden is not quite 
reading from the progressive playbook. That May 
letter to Biden urged him to reject efforts to work to 
unseat the regimes of adversaries and oppose the 
“broad based” sanctions on Iran and Venezuela. 
But in a talk last year at the Hudson Institute, Sulli-
van wasn’t in complete agreement. When asked 
about Trump’s Venezuela policy, he said a military 
intervention was too risky, and that it was wiser to 
focus on non-military policy. “That means dou-
bling down on the sanctions pieces and continuing 
to build the international coalition around this and 
particularly focus on breaking off China, Cuba and 
Russia from Venezuela,” Sullivan said.

Flournoy, too, is a centrist on defense policy. She 
has publicly opposed significant defense cuts and 
advocated for rebuilding the military to meet new 
challenges from China and Russia. This was a key 
point of her testimony before the House Armed 
Services Committee last year, when she said her 
primary concern was that a miscalculation by Rus-
sia or China could lead to a major confrontation 
with the U.S. She advocated that the U.S. “procure 
and deploy all of the systems necessary” to deter 
both countries from any misbehavior.

Compare that to the May 11 letter from progres-
sives, which called for greater diplomatic enga-
gement with Russia and China. “Overhyping the 
threat these countries pose to the United States 
intensifies fear, racism, and hate domestically,” it 
said.

It’s still very early days to assess what a Biden 
foreign policy will look like. When Barack Obama 
became president, no one was predicting the Arab 
Spring and its tragic aftermath in the war in Syria. 
Presidents often learn what their foreign policy is 
by reacting to events in the world.

Nonetheless, Biden’s early signals show that, for 
now at least, he is charting a centrist course. And if 
his choices for national security positions are disa-
ppointing to his party’s progressives, they are sure 
to be reassuring to his country’s allies.

Hong Kong to close 
bars, nightclubs from 
tomorrow due to virus

HONG Kong will shutter 
bars, nightclubs and 

bathhouses from tomor-
row until Dec. 2 as concer-
ns rise about a new wave of 
Covid-19 cases in the Asian 
financial hub.

The government will also 
cap the number of tables 
allowed at banquets at 10, 
with four people allowed 
per table, Hong Kong Secre-
tary for Food and Health So-
phia Chan said yesterday at 
a briefing. The four-per-ta-
ble rule at restaurants and 
mandatory mask-wearing 
would remain in place, she 
said, and the government 
would urge employers to 

allow work-from-home ar-
rangements.

Chief Executive Carrie 
Lam said that Hong Kong 
would shutter more indoor 
entertainment venues as 
cases rose. She’s scheduled 
to deliver her delayed an-
nual policy address today.

“The direction is to co-
ver this kind of premises 
because according to the 
WHO, we have to avoid 
three things: Avoid closed 
areas, avoid crowds - the 
‘three C’s’ - and avoid clo-
se contacts,” Lam said at a 
weekly briefing.

Hong Kong reported 
80 coronavirus cases on 

Tuesday, the most since 
Aug. 7, including 10 that 
were of unknown origin, 
according to Department 
of Health official Chuang 
Shuk-kwan. Concerns are 
rising about a new wave of 
infections in a city that has 
largely avoided major ou-
tbreaks seen elsewhere in 
the world.

“Unfortunately we see a 
rebound, so we need to do 
our best to keep it under 
control,” Lam said. Still, “we 
have to look at it globally 
because this is a global pan-
demic,” she added. “Hong 
Kong is not doing bad at 
all.” MDT/BLOOMBERG

Sheer caution. Cheerleaders wearing face masks as a precaution against the 
coronavirus perform during Game 6 of the Baseball Korean Series in Seoul.
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