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MACAU’S LONG-TERM PROSPECTS 
OF TOURISM REVIVAL WILL DEPEND 
ON CULTURAL FACTORS, DR PAN LEI, 

ACADEMIC, TRAVELER TOLD THE TIMES

THE GOVERNMENT RECLAIMED THE 
DEBATED TAIPA LAND PLOT ORIGINALLY 
SLATED FOR THE OCEAN WORLD THEME 
PARK BUT LEFT DESOLATE FOR DECADES  P5 P4 P5
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Japan used a visit by the 
Chinese foreign minister 
yesterday to protest Beijing’s 
increased activity and what 
it calls infiltration around 
disputed East China Sea 
islands. Both sides agreed to 
avoid provocative actions in 
the contested area.

Japan Tokyo’s governor 
on yesterday asked bars 
and other places where 
alcohol is served to close 
earlier for three weeks to 
help prevent a resurgence 
of coronavirus infections 
from turning explosive. Gov. 
Yuriko Koike, after meeting 
with officials to discuss ways 
to combat the upsurge, 
said bars, karaoke outlets 
and restaurants serving 
alcohol in the city are being 
requested to close by 10 
p.m. beginning Saturday until 
Dec. 17.

Thailand Pro-democracy 
demonstrators yesterday 
again took to the streets 
of the capital, even as the 
government escalated its 
legal battle against them, 
reviving the use of a harsh 
law against defaming the 
monarchy. Police had issued 
summonses for 12 protest 
leaders to answer charges 
of lese majeste, defaming 
or insulting key members of 
the royal family. The offense 
is punishable by up to 15 
years in prison.

India’s ruling Hindu 
nationalist party has 
approved legislation in the 
country’s most populous 
state that lays out a prison 
term of up to 10 years for 
anyone found guilty of using 
marriage to force someone 
to change religion. The 
decree for the state of Uttar 
Pradesh follows a campaign 
by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s Hindu-nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
against interfaith marriages.
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ANDRÉ CHEONG

GOV’T ‘HIGHLY CONCERNED’ ABOUT 
ACCOUNTABILITY, POLITICAL REFORM 

Sands China’s 
occupancy 

rate 
expected to 
reach over 
40%: Wong

The first-ever World Table Tennis 
event kicked off at Tap Seac 
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Car parking 
in Coloane

Dear Editor,

I write on behalf  of  some resi-
dents of  Coloane regarding car 
parking in the village.

Parking in the village has become 
a major challenge. Prior to 1999, 
there were parking spaces avai-
lable, and residents could leave 
cars without payment. As Macau 
became busier, the volume of  tra-
ffic grew, and in the mid-2000s it 
became necessary to outline spe-
cific parking spaces in the village, 
although meters were not yet used.

10 years later, in the middle of  
the last decade, both public and 
private housing developments ope-
ned on Coloane, creating a huge 
increase in village traffic. 

Parking meters are limited to 
1-hour, 2-hour and 4-hour periods. 
During the week it can be difficult 
to park, but on weekends, it is near-
ly impossible. As a resident, if  we 
are able to find a space, to follow 
the law we have to drive out of  
that space and try to find another 
one when the time is up to avoid 
‘feeding the meter.’ Most weekends 
we are forced to park illegally, and 
continually watch the phone for a 
message that the car is being ticke-
ted or clamped.

The government has been encou-
raging tourism tours to the village, 
and the area has become a turna-
round point for the public buses. It 
also serves as a parking lot for the 
Police Academy cadets whilst they 
undergo their training. However, 
there are no public parking faci-
lities in the village other than the 
metered ones.

We submit this open letter to res-
pectfully request the government 
that parking permits (or a similar 
practice) be set up in Coloane. For 
example, the permits might come 
at a monthly or yearly cost to the 
user, may only be obtained by the 
registered owner of  a property or 
the registered tenant (as registered 
with the government tax office) 
whose name matches the car ow-
ner. A permit might allow the car 
to park on any meter space within 
the village for a maximum of  72 
hours (to avoid car dumping). Al-
ternatively, the provision of  some 
spaces specifically for permit hol-
ders may also be feasible. 

Whichever way it is addressed, 
it is a matter of  urgency for Co-
loane residents, and government 
intervention would be very much 
appreciated.

Thank you.

A concerned citizen
(Name and address supplied 

but withheld from publishing.)

Letter to the EditorPOLICY ADDRESS

Cheong: Gov’t ‘highly concerned’ 
about accountability, democracy 

POLICY ADDRESS
mandatory registration of food-
takeout businesses being considered
JULIE ZHU  

THE Macau SAR go-
vernment will trial a 

mandatory registration 
measure for food take-out 
businesses, as announ-
ced by the Secretary for 
Administration and Justi-
ce André Cheong during 
yesterday’s Legislative 
Assembly (AL) plenary 
meeting. 

When questioned by 
lawmaker Zheng Anting, 
who asked about e-go-
vernance, Cheong stated 
that the SAR government 
is not considering lau-
nching a food take-out 
licensing scheme, as it in-
volves complex matters. 

In 2021, the gover-
nment expects to first 
mandatorily require food 
take-out businesses to 

register with the govern-
ment. Moreover, through 
this measure, the autho-
rity hopes to regulate the 
hygiene of food suppliers. 

However, the official 
acknowledged that, in the 
long term, when there are 
proper conditions, the go-
vernment will then consi-
der a licensing system. 

Speaking about e-go-
vernance, Cheong re-
marked that the autho-
rity plans to strengthen 
cybersecurity for public 
departments as well as 
training those responsib-
le for e-governance mat-
ters. 

The Secretary also re-
vealed that once the city’s 
new street market law 
comes into effect, street 
market businesses will be 
required to adopt e-mo-

nitor systems, which in-
volves using electronic 
scales, electronic price 
boards, e-files and others.  

During the meeting, 
lawmaker Leong Sun Iok 
asked about phone call 
marketing tactics. Leong 
expressed hope that the 
consumers’ protection 
law currently under dis-
cussion will ban phone 
call marketing tactics. 

Responding to Leong, 
the Secretary said that 
Macau has a specific si-
tuation due to its small 
territory, which, in turn, 
makes it easy for people 
to avoid regulations or 
take advantage of grey 
areas of the law. Under 
such a situation, phone 
call marketing groups 
may use phone numbers 
from outside of Macau to 

continue the strategy. 
At the current stage, 

the only way out for the 
government is to conti-
nue strengthening law 
enforcement. 

Moreover, Cheong also 
provided upgrades on the 
relocation of the Munici-
pal Affairs Bureau (IAM)’s 
laboratory. 

Currently, the labora-
tory is being relocated to 
the wholesale market bui-
lding because the gover-
nment wants to optimize 
the office’s environment. 

According to the of-
ficial, recently, Macau 
has been seeing a large 
demand for nucleic acid 
tests for cold chain food 
street market, so the ac-
tivities are highly depen-
dent on the laboratory’s 
equipment and facilities. 

However, the current 
office of the laboratory is 
relatively simple, and he  
believes that the reloca-
tion will help improve the 
working environment. 

During another round 
of lawmakers’ questio-
ning, Cheong was asked 
again regarding the civil 
service, with the Secre-
tary criticizing “some ci-
vil servants” and praising 
the Chief Executive Ho Iat 
Seng. 

The Secretary re-
marked that some of the 
civil servants may be used 
to sitting inside the office 
and may not make field 
trips to learn about the 
practicalities of cases. 

In Cheong’s opinion, 
these civil servants suffer 
from a “lack of field trip 
work method and new 
mentality.” 

However, he said, the 
Chief Executive Ho Iat 
Seng frequently visits 
places to learn about the 
problems they face. 

JULIE ZHU 

SECRETARY for Adminis-
tration and Justice André 

Cheong has affirmed that the 
Macau SAR government places 
great importance upon demo-
cracy and the accountability of 
high-ranking officials.

During yesterday’s Legislati-
ve Assembly (AL) plenary mee-
ting, lawmaker Sulu Sou asked 
questions related to the afore-
mentioned two topics. 

The lawmaker said that the 
SAR government did not men-
tion democracy and political 
reform in the 2021 Policy Ad-
dress. 

“I don’t know if you have read 
it. Regarding the development 
of democracy, there is not a 
single word. [The former Chief 
Executive] Chui Sai On would 
still make a show and men-
tion ‘the stable development 
of democratic politics.’ But the 
two policy addresses of this 
government have not mentio-

ned democracy,” said Sou. The 
lawmaker asked whether the 
government is paying attention 
to democratic politics. 

Lawmaker Fong Ka Chio also 
asked about political reform.

In response to the lawmakers, 
Cheong acknowledged that for 
the government to “not men-
tion it does not mean does not 
care about it and it does not 
mean that [democracy] is not 
important.” 

“The development of politi-
cs requires specific timing and 
social groundwork. As to how 

to develop Macau’s politics, we 
need to start from Macau’s ac-
tual situation,” Cheong said. 

Cheong aims for the govern-
ment to set a good example by 
“loving the country, loving Ma-
cau,” and exhibiting understan-
ding of the Basic Law as well as 
the constitution. 

Meanwhile, other concerns 
were  related to high-ranking 
officials’ accountability. 

Lawmaker Sou claimed that 
since the establishment of the 
Macau SAR, high-ranking of-
ficials have not been made ac-
countable for their mistakes. 

In reply, Secretary Cheong 
said that the government “re-
gards [the mechanism for en-
suring] high-ranking officials’ 
accountability highly,” acknow-
ledging that the mechanism is 
not perfect.

In Cheong’s opinion, “The 
most effective way to hold 
high-ranking officials [to ac-
count] is through criminal ac-
countability.”

The Secretary remarked that, 
currently, Macau has a high bar 
to which it holds high-ranking 
officials accountable crimi-
nally, and that some officials 
are unable to be held accoun-
table because they have already 
retired when an investigation 
takes place. 

The SAR government is ex-
pected to make a proposal 
concerning the high-ranking 
officials’ accountability mecha-
nism later.  

“The issue cannot be solved 
through disciplinary punish-
ment, nor criminal punish-
ment. [Macau] needs to esta-
blish a friendly and healthy 
high-ranking official culture,” 
Cheong commented. 

After Cheong’s reply, 
lawmaker Au Kam San re-
marked that “If the policy ad-
dress didn’t mention [democra-
cy and high-ranking officials’ 
accountability], then the topics 
are not important [to the gover-
nment].” 
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CRIME
Man arrested after 
indecent videotaping 
A male non-resident wor- 

ker has helped police 
apprehend a man accused of 
non-consensual videotaping 
of a woman’s private parts at 
the Border Gate.

At 10:15 p.m., November 
21, the worker reported to 
on-site Public Security Poli-
ce Force (PSP) officers that 
he witnessed another man 
videotaping from beneath a 
woman’s skirt with his cell-
phone.

The police reviewed sur-
veillance camera footage and 
discovered that the female 
victim took the escalator to 
the departure hall of the bor-
der checkpoint at around 10 
p.m.. While she was doing so, 
both the suspect and the wit-
ness took the escalator after 
her.

During the escalator ride, 
the suspect laid a plastic bag 
on one of the steps of the esca-
lator. He then lowered himself 

into a semi-squatting posi-
tion. Seeing the scene unfold, 
the witness stopped the sus-
pect as the escalator ride en-
ded and called for help from 
the on-site police officers.

Surnamed Zhen and in his 
40s, the suspect, a mainland 
Chinese non-resident worker, 
admitted the offence to the 
police. After reviewing the 
contents of his cellphone, the 
police officers discovered two 
offending video clips.

DRIVER APPREHENDED 
FOR DRUNK DRIVING

In a separate case, the PSP 
apprehended a local driver 
for drunk driving. The man 
has been sentenced to three 
months’ imprisonment un-
der 18 months of probation. 
In addition, the driver will be 
suspended from driving for 
one year and two months.

At 5:30 a.m. on Novem-
ber 22, during a regular road 

operation, PSP officers tes-
ted the driver’s blood alcohol 
content. The result indicated 
1.7g/L. He confessed to the 
police that he had consumed 
alcoholic beverages before 
driving.

57-YEAR-OLD MALE 
CHARGED WITH ARSON

A third case involved a 
57-year-old male local sus-
pect charged with arson. At 
6 p.m., October 31, a fire on 
Avenida de Artur Tamagnini 
Barbosa was reported to the 
Judiciary Police (PJ), in which 
some carton paper had been 
burnt.

The PJ discovered a sus-
pect by reviewing surveillan-
ce camera footage. The sus-
pect was suspected of irres-
ponsibly discarding his ciga-
rette butts, which caused the 
fire. He admitted his actions 
to the police in an inquiry on 
November 24.  AL

11% of secondary 
school pupils 
bullied online
STAFF REPORTER

MORE than 11% of 
high school studen-

ts have reported falling 
victim to cyberbullying, 
according to the results 
of a recent survey jointly 
published by the Gene-
ral Association of Chinese 
Students of Macau and the 
Macau Youth Research As-
sociation.

From a total of 3,690 
pupils polled, 415 said 
they were “bullied” online, 
while around 4%, or 152, 
considered themselves as 
“perpetrators.” Another 
71%, or 2,628, claimed to 
have been “onlookers.”

The proportion of high 
school students pushing 
others around in the digital 
world is considered relati-
vely low when taking into 
account the total number 
of over 20,000 secondary 
pupils in 2019, the associa-
tions acknowledged. 

The respondents said 
the oppressive behavior 
mostly came from “stran-
gers,” “classmates” and 
“cybermates.” 

The deleterious effects 
of digital harassment were 
found to be most pronou-
nced in relation the vic-
tims’ mental health, with 
a majority of bullied res-

pondents admitting they 
were affected mentally for 
around a week after the in-
cident.  

The most common 
means of digital bullying 
was harassing and threate-
ning information, followed 
by oppressors circulating 
disconcerting images or 
digital ly-manipulated 
images or text. 

Researchers also fou-
nd that over 80% will seek 
help after encountering or 
witnessing digital bullying. 
They mostly turned to pa-
rents for help, followed by 
classmates or friends, and 
teachers. 

In September, the two 
alliances polled 3,690 pu-
pils from 16 secondary 
schools in Macau to gauge 
the weight of cyberbullying 
within the schooling envi-
ronment. 

The associations sug-
gested bolstering the pro-
motion of cyberbullying, 
setting up hotlines for re-
porting, as well as recom-
mending that network 
providers reinforce sur-
veillance control. 

Meanwhile, they also 
advised the government to 
lay down legislation to dis-
cipline tormentors, which 
can also serve as a deter-
rent to would-be offenders. 

WTT MACAO 

players outside Top 8 
kick off tournament
RENATO MARQUES

THE  first-ever World 
Table Tennis (WTT) 

event kicked off yester-
day at Macau’s Tap Seac 
Multisport Pavilion.

Doing the honors of 
the event opening were 
the players ranked out-
side the top eight, who 
met for the four matches 
included in “Battle One.”

In the male section, 
the Brazilian Gusta-
vo Tsuboi started well, 
winning (3-1) against 
China’s Zhao Zihao.

Zhao started the ma-
tch on top, winning the 
first game (4-11) but af-
ter that, Tsuboi correc-
ted his moves and took 
advantage of his added 
experience, winning 
three games in a row, 
closing the match with 
(11-6, 11-8, 11-8).

In the other match of 
the male section, Hong 
Kong’s Wong Chun Ting 
had a harder task than 

expected to beat the 
Egyptian Ahmed Saleh 
(8-11, 11-10, 11-7, 9-11, 
11-9).

Seeded four positions 
lower than Wong, Saleh 
put on his best show, 
winning the first game 
and almost obtaining a 
two-game advantage in 
the second game, which 
he eventually lost (11-
10).

The second game 
worked well as a wake-
-up call for Wong, 
prompting him to put 
on his best effort to beat 
Saleh.The match was 
only decided by the fif-
th and last game after 
Saleh equalized the ga-
mes to two each on the 
fourth.

In a final show of 
pressure, Wong edged 

to a final and narrow 
win (11-9) in an exciting 
match to follow.

In the women’s 
section, China’s Liu 
Weishan beat Korean 
Suh Hyowon (1-3) in the 
first international mat-
ch for Liu this year.

Maybe because of 
that lack of routine, Liu 
took some time to get 
up to speed. Suh took 
advantage of that win-
dow of opportunity and 
won the first game (6-
11).

Liu, applying more 
concentration, recove-
red the upper-hand and 
won the three following 
rounds, ending the last 
game with a clear 11-3 
score showing her real 
value.

Still, and being the 
lowest-seeded player 
in the women’s singles 
draw, Suh showed com-
petitiveness and good 
skill.

On the other match 
of the women’s “Battle 
One,” another Korean, 
Jeon Jihee, easily beat 
the Puerto Rican Adria-
na Diaz 3-0 (11-6, 11-2, 
11-8).

From start to finish, 
Jeon showed clearly that 
she was in absolute con-
trol of the match, with 
20-year-old Diaz able 
only to take a lesson 
from it. Even so, a mea-
ningful one that may 
boost her up in the fu-
ture. 

China’s Liu Weishan
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Gov’t reclaims ‘Ocean World’ land plot 
STAFF REPORTER

THE SAR government 
reclaimed the debated 

Taipa land plot originally 
slated for the “Ocean World” 
theme park but left desola-
te for decades on Tuesday.  
The authorities, through a 

cross-departmental colla-
boration, reclaimed a long 
stretch of state-owned land 
in Taipa, measuring a total 
area of 193,775 square me-
ters.  

The two plots of land 
had been cluttered with 
makeshift houses made 

of metal boards, vehicles, 
containers and many other 
debris.  Despite a clearan-
ce warning published by 
the Land, Public Works and 
Transport Bureau earlier, 
which requested that the 
people involved vacate and 
return the plots within the 

specified period, the area 
had still been left abando-
ned.  In view of the expira-
tion of the clearance period, 
the government cleared and 
reclaimed the two fields on 
Tuesday.  

 The land plots recove-
red by the government were 

composed of two types of 
land, including the invalid 
land grant and illegally occu-
pied land. The invalid land 
grant, spanning 134,891 
square meters, is located at 
Taipa’s waterfront, across 
from the Regency Art Hotel. 
It was previously granted in 

1997 to a company, Chong 
Va – Entretenimento Limita-
da, designated for the deve-
lopment of “Ocean World.”  
However, work on the cons-
truction of Ocean World ne-
ver commenced. In Decem-
ber 2018, the government 
launched the annulment of 
the land concession for the 
original site of the theme 
park due to its long-overdue 
development.

Source market diversification vital 
to tourism in long term: academics
ANTHONY LAM

M
acau’s long-term 
prospects of tourism 
revival and develop-
ment will depend on 

cultural factors, Dr Pan Lei, aca-
demic at the University of Macau 
and an enthusiastic traveler, has 
told the Times in an exclusive in-
terview.

Lei teaches Communications 
at the university, but is an extensi-
ve traveler. He has authored seve-
ral travel-related books.

Often considered “side dishes” 
to support the gambling-oriented 
tourism industry of the city, cultu-
ral factors should have their role 
in the long term of the industry’s 
development, Lei argues.

“Although it is the heartbeat 
of Macau, [the effect of] tourism 
cannot only be evaluated based 
on monetary income, it also affec-
ts quality of life,” Lei explained. “If 
our cultural development is stale, 
the tourism industry will be affec-

ted as well.”
He admitted that developing 

cultural factors may not immedia-
tely bring in economic advanta-
ges, but in the long term it will be 
beneficial to the tourism industry.

According to Lei, cultural tou-
rism is not about getting a city 
packed with people. Rather, it is 
about attracting tourists to revisit 
Macau. “This is beneficial to the 
healthy development of the tou-
rism industry,” Lei concluded.

“The main problem facing 
Macau is over-crowdedness,” 
Lei pointed out, citing some of 
his friends from Hong Kong and 
Mainland China, who are of a mi-
ddle-class background, are not so 
much convinced to come back to 
Macau because conducting tours 
in Macau is time-consuming, in-
convenient and family-unfrien-
dly, despite their fondness for the 
cultural atmosphere of the city.

It is also crucial to Macau’s revi-
val because if travelling is restricti-
ve, tourists will prefer to see places 

that they consider worthwhile.
On the other hand, Professor 

Leonardo Dioko, director of the 
Tourism Research Centre of the 
Macau Institute for Tourism Stu-
dies, estimated it may take a cou-
ple of years for Macau to regain its 
prominent tourism performance.

“Probably 1 to 2 more years 
before we get on [the] way to re-
covery and begin regaining pre-
-Covid status,” Dioko estimated. 
He listed out several variables de-
termining the speed of recovery: 
the availability and distribution 
of vaccine in both Macau and 
its source markets, as well as the 
impact on disposable incomes in 
Macau’s source markets. “Travel 
demand will remain dampened 
unless [it is] accompanied by eco-
nomies recovering as well,” he ex-
plained.

Lei holds similar expectations, 
adding that quality of tourism 
products is a determining fac-
tor. “When global tourism activi-
ties gradually return, people will 

choose places they have been to 
and liked, or those with better re-
commendations,” Lei explained. 
“Quality should be [considered] 
all the time.”

Heavily relying upon mainland 
Chinese tourists, the city’s gover-
nment has always discussed eco-
nomic diversification, but not so 
much source market diversifica-
tion. When asked about the topic, 
both academics expressed their 
approval of the Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Office’s (MGTO) 
efforts in the attempt to diversify 
the city’s source markets of visi-
tors.

Lei agreed that the MGTO has 
done quite a lot of work to promo-
te Macau in markets other than 
the Greater China Region.

As far as he knows, the MGTO 
has regularly organized familiari-
zation tours for journalists from 
various regions. He has also been 
interviewed by journalists from 
Singapore and Malaysia, hinting 
that the effort of MGTO in promo-

ting Macau in these countries has 
worked out.

“I even saw advertisemen-
ts placed by the MGTO on one 
whole carriage of a Japan Railway 
train,” Lei said.

Meanwhile, Dioko also applau-
ded the MGTO. “[Efforts] expen-
ded in source market diversifi-
cation, especially those by the 
MGTO, have been admirable, gi-
ven the tough pre-Covid compe-
tition and alternative destinations 
now available to our traditional 
source markets,” Dioko remarked.

Regarding the future, both aca-
demics addressed the difficulties 
of source market diversification.

“Source market diversification 
has been the holy grail of Macau’s 
tourism development,” the pro-
fessor remarked. “[It] has been 
very difficult for Macau to be wea-
ned off its reliance upon the lucra-
tive markets of Greater China.”

On the other hand, Lei obser-
ved the monetary and chronolo-
gical difficulties.

“Usually these tourists are 
from further [away] places, mea-
ning it is more costly to them,” Lei 
explained. Seeing more tours co-
vering both Hong Kong and Ma-
cau, the academic admitted that 
in many ways Macau still has to 
rely on nearby cities to diversify 
its source market.

In addition, Lei pointed out 
that it also relies on Macau’s own 
attractiveness to various types of 
tourists. For example, it is a ques-
tion whether the city is attractive 
to Meetings, Incentives, Confe-
rences and Exhibitions (MICE) 
tourists, family tourists and cultu-
ral tourists.

On the establishment of tra-
vel bubbles with other markets, 
Dioko considers it impossible, at 
least in the short term. It relies on 
the existence of various similari-
ties between the two hypothetical 
participating destinations.

“We need each other’s thorou-
gh help in various strategic arenas 
such as healthcare, vaccine pur-
chase and distribution, economic 
assistance, etc., and [we need to] 
adopt a regional collaborative 
approach,” the academic explai-
ned.

In October, Macau received 
nearly 590,000 visitors, an appro-
ximate 30% rise from the figure in 
September. The first ten months 
saw slightly more than 4.6 million 
visitors.
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IC defends not 
publicizing long 
list of potential 
heritage sites

PUBLICIZING a list 
of more than 100 pro-

perties of potential his-
toric significance may 
jeopardize the goodwill of 
preserving them, Leong 
Wai Man, Vice President 
of the Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC) has recently re-
marked.

In 2014, the IC admi-
nistered a survey on the 
more than 100 properties 
to identify their historic 
value. The list has never 
been publicized by the 
bureau, raising concerns 
that the properties may 
become at-risk, as no pu-
blic supervision is possi-
ble.

Furthermore, the IC 
has not tracked its pro-
gress in enlisting proper-
ties as legal heritage sites, 
although it announced on 
Tuesday a shortlist of 12 
properties for public con-
sultation.

In response to the con-
cern, Leong pointed out 
that not publicizing the 

list of surveyed proper-
ties may better protect 
them. “We are not fond of 
or don’t think it is neces-
sary to publicize the list,” 
Leong said.

Currently, Macau has 
enlisted a total of 147 
items of properties as legal 
heritage sites. Meanwhile, 
of that list, 128 were enlis-
ted before the promulga-
tion of the Cultural Heri-
tage Protection Law.

Among the more than 
100 properties, around 
60 have not yet had their 
historic value assessment 
procedures commenced. 
When questioned as to 
whether they will all see 
these procedures take pla-
ce, Leong replied that it 
was still uncertain.

She added that some 
properties may not meet 
legal commencement 
conditions following reas-
sessment. Procedures will 
only commence when a 
property meets legal re-
quirements. AL

Sands’ occupancy rate 
expected to reach over 40%

Sands China’s local team members 
undergo training, eyeing promotion 

STAFF REPORTERS

WILFRED Wong, who 
helms Sands China, 

remains confident that 
the occupancy rate of the 
groups’ hotels in Decem-
ber will fare far better than 
November. 

 “The overall occupancy 
rate may reach upwards of 
40%,” said Wong, President 
of Sands China, in respon-
se to questions raised by 
media about the prospect 
of the approaching Christ-
mas period yesterday. 

Wong said he has come 
to this estimate by drawing 
on the growth in tourist ar-
rivals to Macau. 

The higher volume of 
holidaymakers to Macau 
has also given a fresh impe-
tus to the group’s retail sec-
tor, especially the high-end 
luxury segment, which 
Wong said already achie-
ved a sale amount similar 
to that of last year. 

Ever since September 
23, when the application 
for Individual Visit Scheme 
(IVS) permit was reinstated 

for all mainland tourists, 
the number of hotel guests 
has been climbing, despite 
the “moderate and gradual 
pace,” which Wong ack-
nowledged. 

In October, Macau at-
tracted a total of 581,986 
tourists, representing an 
increase of 29.6% month-
-over-month, according to 
Statistics and Census Ser-
vice.

Among all visitors, those 

coming from the nine Pearl 
River Delta cities in the 
Greater Bay Area amounted 
to 282,170 – with 48.2% of 
them hailing from Zhuhai. 
The city also saw 37,909 vi-
sitors from Hong Kong and 
4,574 from Taiwan.

However, Wong expres-
sed a cautiously optimistic 
stance about the prospects 
of casino receipts, saying 
it will take time for the ga-
ming earnings to rebound. 

Yet he believes a greater 
number of tourist arrivals 
to Macau will eventually 
culminate in better reve-
nue for the city’s gaming 
industry. 

When asked about the 
development of non-ga-
ming businesses, Wong 
said the group has all along 
invested in non-gaming 
elements to align with the 
government’s vision of eco-
nomic diversification. 

The TeamLab Macao in 
The Venetian, a non-ga-
ming project to which the 
group committed USD20 
million, will be a key draw-
card for tourists, he belie-
ves.

Besides, Wong disclo-
sed that many non-gaming 
components, such as a new 
theatre that can accommo-
date audiences of up to 
5,000 and new restaurants, 
will be incorporated into 
The Londoner Macao, a 
new addition to the group’s 
hotel properties. 

The Londoner Macao is 
slated to open in early Fe-
bruary 2021. 

Wong delivered his fore-
cast to the media following 
the group’s event titled 
“Sands China Academy 
Distinctive Talent Deve-
lopment Sharing Session” 
yesterday.

LYNZY VALLES 

SEVERAL local team members 
at Sands China Ltd. have been 

in the process of receiving pro-
motions after the gaming opera-
tor offered a training platform for 
their career development. 

Yesterday, the company hosted 
its Sands China Academy Distinc-
tive Talent Development Sharing 
Session to celebrate its achieve-
ments of its various human re-
sources initiatives.

The company’s horizontal and 
vertical management talent deve-
lopment programmes encourage 
team members to take advantage 
of opportunities within the com-
pany to develop new skills and 
undertake training in different 
fields.

“Over the past decade, Sands 
China has remained commit-
ted to local talent development 
by continuously improving its 
human capital strategies in line 
with the direction set by the Ma-
cau SAR government,” Dr. Wilfred 
Wong, president of Sands China 
Ltd, said yesterday during the 
event. Among the examples are 
the Sands China Integrated Resort 

Business Analyst Development 
Programme and the Sands China 
Manager Development Program-
me for Integrated Resorts, whi-
ch have helped over 1,600 team 
members to advance their careers 
since 2016 by completing more 
than 30 programmes.

For Sands China’s All-Round 
Food and Beverage Management 
Programme, a collaboration with 
the Labour Affairs Bureau, the 
company accepted only six out of 

100 applicants into the program-
me. And with the ‘train-the-trai-
ner’ development series, more 
than 410 team members have 
passed their exams to become 
certified trainers.

Lei Weng San, acting assistant 
manager at one of the gaming 
operator’s F&B departments, said 
that he has undergone training 
for 18 months, which was divided 
into three parts.

“[I was trained in] three outlets: 

casino restaurants, evening ser-
vice and fine dining restaurants,” 
said Lei, who started his career as 
a server. 

“It is helpful because as a fresh 
graduate, this provided me with 
management skills training and 
on the job training. It’s very well-
-rounded and has helped me find 
my direction in my career,” he ad-
ded.

Meanwhile, another team 
member, Uni Lei, currently an In-

tegrated Resort Business Analyst, 
said that by joining the program-
me, she was able to participate in 
six different departments, such as 
Finance, E-Commerce and Strate-
gic Analysis, among others.

“I am on the third rotation now. 
This is a great opportunity for me 
to further discover whether I fit 
into the industry, and whether I 
am really capable to be an analyst 
or not,” said Lei.

Amid the pandemic, Lei stres-
sed that the gaming operator has 
provided them with online classes 
so as not to disrupt their learning.

A table game pit manager, Pier-
re Lai, remarked, “This program-
me has opened doors for me for 
some potential horizontal develo-
pment. I would like to try working 
in other departments with the 
knowledge gained through this 
training.” Wednesday’s sharing 
session featured a preview of the 
company’s new Management 
Trainee Programme, which aims 
to train leaders who are able to 
“develop strategies with big-pic-
ture thinking, and to better meet 
the needs of participants in li-
ght of changing realities in the 
market.”

 

LY
N

ZY
 V

AL
LE

S



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
thu 26.11.2020

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CHINA中國

page 7

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Beijing demands 
India rescind 
app ban amid 
border tension

CHINA yesterday demanded India rescind 
a ban on more Chinese mobile phone 

apps amid tension between Beijing and other 
governments over technology and security. 

A foreign ministry spokesman accused In-
dia of violating global free-trade rules and dis-
criminating against Chinese companies.

India announced a ban on 43 apps, many 
of them Chinese. It said they threaten In-
dia’s “sovereignty and integrity” but gave no 
details. That came on top of earlier bans on 
Chinese apps including popular video service 
TikTok.

“The Indian side should immediately cor-
rect this discriminatory practice so as to avoid 
causing greater damage to the cooperation 
between the two sides,” said the spokesman, 
Zhao Lijian. 

Zhao called on India to “safeguard the legi-
timate rights and interests” of Chinese com-
panies but gave no indication whether Beijing 
might retaliate.

The United States and some other gover-
nments also have expressed concern about 
whether Chinese apps might be gathering too 
much sensitive information about their users. 
The Trump administration is pressing Tik-
Tok’s Chinese owner to sell its U.S. operation.

Chinese-Indian relations are unusually sen-
sitive because soldiers from the two sides are lo-
cked in a standoff over control of an area along 
their border high in the Himalayas. MDT/AP

China stepping up virus testing 
on imported food packaging
C

HINA is stepping 
up virus inspections 
on imported food 
packaging as cooler 

weather brings new waves of 
coronavirus infections in seve-
ral overseas countries, Chinese 
officials said yesterday.

Packaging is “not exempt” 
from carrying the virus, deputy 
director of the National Food 
Safety Risk Assessment Center 
Li Ning told reporters. 

While the coronavirus posi-
tivity rate for tests on packages 
was just 0.48 per 10,000, that 
proportion is increasing along 
with the number of tests being 
conducted, Li said. 

She said the virus could “to 
some extent” be passed to hu-
mans from packaging, althou-
gh neither Li or any other of-
ficial at yesterday’s news con-
ference mentioned any such 
confirmed cases. 

Chinese testing of packa-
ging has stirred some contro-
versy, with exporters of frozen 
food items questioning the 
science behind it and whether 
it amounts to an unfair trade 

barrier. China has defended 
the practice as an additional 
measure to prevent the virus’s 
spread. 

Through mask mandates, 
mass testing, lockdowns and 
case tracing, China has lar-
gely eliminated cases of local 
transmission, causing it to 
place extra attention on in-
fection threats from outside 
the country. China’s National 
Health Administration yester-
day reported five new cases, 
all imported, bringing Chi-
na’s total to 86,469, including 

4,634 deaths. 
Stopping the virus’s spread 

is “like fighting a war,” de-
manding fast, decisive action, 
CDC Chief Epidemiologist Wu 
Zunyou said. 

“Victory only comes after 
the entire country is united 
in its efforts. On this front, te-
chnical strategy, strong leader-
ship and coordinated action 
all play important roles,” Wu 
said. 

The coronavirus is known 
to be more stable in colder, 
dryer conditions, and disin-

fecting packaging at freezing 
temperatures creates “special 
challenges,” said Zhang Liubo, 
chief disinfection officer for 
the Center for Disease Control. 

Even when disinfection 
works and the virus is no lon-
ger infectious, remnants can 
remain on the packaging, lea-
ding to a positive test, Zhang 
said. 

However, “as of present, we 
have yet to discover any infec-
tion caused by direct consump-
tion of products from this cold 
chain,” Zhang said. AP
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A British monarch is to pay income tax 
for the first time since the 1930s.

The Prime Minister, John Major, told the 
House of Commons the Queen had infor-
med him earlier this year that she wished 
to make changes to her tax arrangemen-
ts.

She will also take responsibility for the 
working expenses of most of her family 
under changes Mr Major said should be 
implemented in April 1993.

The decision has been broadly welco-
med by Westminster and is fully suppor-
ted by the Prince of Wales, who already 
pays some tax on his income.

Buckingham Palace has denied the an-
nouncement is related to growing public 
concern about the rising cost of the mo-
narchy.

Questions have been raised about who 
will foot the bill for repairing Windsor Cast-
le, which was severely damaged in a fire 
last week.

But a palace spokesman said the Queen 
and Prince Charles had made their deci-
sion before the July summer recess of 
Parliament.

Under the new arrangement the only 
royals who will be paid for by the public will 
be the Queen, the Duke of Edinburgh and 
the Queen Mother.

Chairman of the influential Tory ba-
ckbench 1922 Committee Sir Marcus Fox 
said public pressure should now come off 
the monarchy.

And constitutional expert Lord St John 
of Fawsley said the decision proved the 
Queen was in tune with public opinion.

“She’s a wise woman - she’s known nine 
prime ministers and she’s been on the 
throne for 40 years,” he said.

But historian David Starkey told the BBC 
even bigger changes were needed.

“This is not the solution, this is simply ad-
dressing the symptom - the solution is to 
find something positive for the monarchy 
to do,” he said.

Courtesy BBC News

1992 Queen to be taxed
   from next year

In context

Since 2001 the monarchy have published 
their annual accounts in an attempt to 
make royal finances more transparent.
The Queen’s duties as head of state con-
tinue to be funded with public money.
In the financial year 2003-2004 this 
amounted to £36.8m.
Her personal fortune is estimated to be 
about £275m.

this day in historyUSA

America is back: Biden pushes 
past Trump era with nominees
ALEXANDRA JAFFE, 
MATTHEW LEE
 & AAMER MADHANI, 
WILMINGTON (DEL.)

D
ECLARING “Ame-
rica is back,” Pre-
sident-elect Joe 
Biden introduced 

his national security team, 
his first substantive offering 
of how he’ll shift from Trum-
p-era “America First” policies 
by relying on experts from the 
Democratic establishment to 
be some of his most important 
advisers.

“Together, these public ser-
vants will restore America glo-
bally, its global leadership and 
its moral leadership,” Biden 
said yesterday [Macau time] 
from a theater in his longtime 
home of Wilmington, Delawa-
re. “It’s a team that reflects the 
fact that America is back, ready 
to lead the world, not retreat 
from it.”

The nominees are all 
Washington veterans with ties 
to the Obama administration, 
a sign of Biden’s effort to re-
sume some form of normalcy 
after the tumult of President 
Donald Trump’s four years in 
office. Another sign that Biden 
will soon be in charge: He sche-
duled a Thanksgiving address 
to the nation for Wednesday 
afternoon, planning to focus 
his remarks on shared sacrifi-
ces during the holiday season 
and expressing confidence that 
Americans will get through the 
coronavirus pandemic toge-
ther.

There are risks to choosing 
experienced hands from the 
previous Democratic admi-
nistration. Besides Republican 
attacks, progressives fret that 
Biden is tapping some officials 
who were too cautious and in-
cremental the last time they 
held power.

Still, Biden’s nominees were 
a clear departure from Trump, 
whose Cabinet has largely 
consisted of men, almost all 
of them white. Biden’s picks 
included several women and 
people of color, some of whom 
would break barriers if confir-
med to their new positions.

Yesterday, they stood behind 
Biden and Vice President-elect 
Kamala Harris spaced apart 
and wearing masks to prevent 
the spread of the coronavirus, a 
contrast with Trump and many 
of his top aides who have lar-
gely eschewed facial coverings.

The president-elect’s team 

includes Antony Blinken, a ve-
teran foreign policy hand well-
-regarded on Capitol Hill who-
se ties to Biden go back some 
20 years, for secretary of state; 
lawyer Alejandro Mayorkas to 
be homeland security secre-
tary; veteran diplomat Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield to be U.S. 
ambassador to the United Na-
tions; and Obama White House 
alumnus Jake Sullivan as natio-
nal security adviser. 

Avril Haines, a former de-
puty director of the CIA, was 
picked to serve as director of 
national intelligence, the first 
woman to hold that post, and 
former Secretary of State John 
Kerry will make a curtain call 
as a special envoy on climate 
change. Kerry and Sullivan’s 
position will not require Senate 
confirmation.

With the Senate’s balance of 
power hinging on two runo-
ff races in Georgia that will be 
decided in January, some Se-
nate Republicans have already 
expressed antipathy to Biden’s 
picks as little more than Oba-
ma world retreads.

Sen. Tom Cotton, an Arkan-
sas Republican and potential 
2024 presidential candidate, 
argued that Biden is surroun-
ding himself with people who 
will go soft on China. 

Sen. Marco Rubio, another 
potential White House hopeful, 
who sits on the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee that will 
consider Blinken’s nomination, 
broadly wrote off the early se-
lections.

“Biden’s cabinet picks went 
to Ivy League schools, have 
strong resumes, attend all the 
right conferences & will be 
polite & orderly caretakers of 
America’s decline,” Rubio twee-
ted.

Biden said his choices “re-
flect the idea that we cannot 
meet these challenges with old 

thinking and unchanged ha-
bits.” He said he tasked them 
with reasserting global and 
moral leadership, a clear swi-
pe at Trump, who has resisted 
many traditional foreign allian-
ces.

The president-elect said he 
was “struck” by how world lea-
ders have repeatedly told him 
during congratulatory calls 
that they look forward to the 
U.S. “reasserting its historic 
role as a global leader” under 
his administration.

Trump, who has debated re-
cently whether to mount ano-
ther presidential campaign in 
2024, appeared to defend his 
worldview.

“We shouldn’t go away from 
that — America First,” he said 
at the annual turkey pardon, a 
lighthearted pre-Thanksgiving 
White House tradition.

While Trump expected total 
loyalty from his Cabinet and 
chafed at pushback from ad-
visers, Biden said he expected 
advisers to tell me “what I need 
to know, not what I want to 
know.”

Further drawing a contrast 
with Trump, Haines said she 
accepted Biden’s nomination 
knowing that “you value the 
perspective of the intelligence 
community, and that you will 
do so even when what I have 
to say may be inconvenient or 
difficult.”

Haines said she has “never 
shied away from speaking tru-
th to power” and added “that 
will be my charge as director of 
national intelligence.”

Biden celebrated the di-
versity of his picks, offering a 
particularly poignant tribute to 
Thomas-Greenfield. The eldest 
of eight children who grew up 
in segregated Louisiana, she 
was the first to graduate from 
high school and college in her 
family. The diplomat, in turn, 

said that with his selections, 
Biden is achieving much more 
than a changing of the guard.

“My fellow career diploma-
ts and public servants arou-
nd the world, I want to say to 
you, ‘America is back, multi-
lateralism is back, diplomacy 
is back,’” Thomas-Greenfield 
said.

Mayorkas, who is Cuban 
American, also offered a nod to 
his immigrant upbringing. 

“My father and mother 
brought me to this country to 
escape communism,” he said. 
“They cherished our democra-
cy, and were intensely proud to 
become United States citizens, 
as was I.”

But Mayorkas might pose 
the most difficult confirmation 
challenge from Biden’s early 
round of nominees.

The Senate previously con-
firmed him in December 2013 
by a party-line vote to be the 
deputy secretary of Home-
land Security. The Senate was 
controlled by Democrats then, 
and all of the chamber’s Repu-
blicans voted against his con-
firmation mainly because he 
was then under investigation 
by the inspector general in 
that department who had been 
appointed by President Barack 
Obama. At the time, the Sena-
te historian’s office said it was 
unprecedented for the Senate 
to vote on a nominee who was 
under investigation.

The inspector general, John 
Roth, found in March 2015 
that Mayorkas, as director of 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immi-
gration Services, appeared to 
give special treatment to cer-
tain people as part of the visa 
program that gives residency 
preference to immigrants who 
agree to invest in the U.S. eco-
nomy.

There were signs that the 
stalled formal transition of 
power is now underway. Biden’s 
team now is in contact with all 
federal agencies, according to a 
transition official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to des-
cribe developments that have 
not been announced.

At the Pentagon, Kash Patel, 
chief of staff to the acting secre-
tary of defense, is heading the 
department’s transition work. 
A transition task force has been 
assembled, led by Tom Muir, 
head of the Pentagon office 
that provides administrative 
and management services to 
all Defense Department facili-
ties in the Washington area. AP

President-elect Joe Biden introduces his nominees and appointees 
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- Wreck; 6- Tailless rodent; 10- Dog-powered snow vehicle; 14- Cover 

story; 15- The gamut; 16- Pinguid; 17- Put a new price on; 18- Sports figure?; 19- 
Miss; 20- Bowwow; 21- Foolproof; 23- Shoshone language member; 25- Chem., for 
one; 26- Greek temple; 29- Stand; 32- Frighten; 37- Prone; 38- Couch; 39- Person 
with a cool job?; 40- Make a trade?; 43- Penetrate; 44- Barbie, e.g.; 45- ___ de guerre; 
46- Beast of Borden; 47- The ___ Valley is a Californian wineland; 48- Member of 
the Conservative Party; 49- Expected; 51- Elfin; 53- Aversion; 58- Bungling; 62- Et 
____ (and other men); 63- Small yeast cake; 64- One of the United Arab Emirates; 
65- Hard, in Havana; 66- Take ___ from me; 67- Rub out or remove from memory; 
68- Yemen neighbor; 69- Capone foe; 70- Leases;
 
DOWN: 1- Waterproof canvas; 2- Muffin topper; 3- Bandleader Puente; 4- 
Calculating device; 5- Luminous; 6- Get an A, say; 7- Aleutian island; 8- Unrefined; 
9- Montezuma, for one; 10- Arias, usually; 
11- Make-up artist?; 12- Additional; 13- 
Bad start?; 22- Pertaining to revenues; 24- 
Uneven; 26- One of the two equal sections 
of a cone; 27- Month of showers; 28- 
Siouan speakers; 30- Contingencies; 31- 
You ___ mouthful!; 33- Animation unit; 34- 
Acid type; 35- Sharp-edged instrument; 
36- Antagonist; 38- Break away; 39- 
Relative by marriage; 41- Calendar abbr.; 
42- Alley-___; 47- Nullify; 48- Term of 
holding; 50- Living in a city; 52- Duck with 
soft down; 53- Homecoming guest; 54- 
Old Italian money; 55- Hero; 56- Large 
wading bird; 57- Hats; 59- Abba of Israel; 
60- Gone by; 61- Connections; 62- Stir;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You can’t be the leader all the 
time, and it’s important for you 
to learn how to step back and 
hand control over to someone 
else when the situation requires 
it. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Timing is everything right now. 
Act too soon and you’ll move 
forward before you’re absolutely 
ready. Act too late and you’ll 
miss out on a very important 
opportunity.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
It’s fun to always have plans, but 
you may be running the risk of  
losing yourself  in all the noise of  
socializing. Are you putting as 
much energy into yourself  as you’re 
putting into your friendships?

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your energy is vacillating today, 
so it’s unwise for you to commit 
to anything right now. You won’t 
be as reliable as you usually are, 
and you could let your friends 
down.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Time is pressing right now, 
and you don’t have the luxury 
of  being able to wait for 
other people to discover what 
wonderful ideas you have. It’s 
time for self-promotion!

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Sure, you could make an 
educated guess and feel pretty 
confident about it, but why take 
that chance? There is too much 
at stake, so don’t do any guessing 
now.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You could easily get in over 
your head before you can stop 
yourself. So act cautiously today. 
It’s great that you’re excited and 
eager to keep going, but it’s just 
not wise to go too far too fast.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Short-terms gains are nothing 
compared to what could be 
coming for you down the road. 
Keep your eyes on the prize and 
say thanks but no thanks to the 
distractions coming your way.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
At times, being blunt can be 
charming. People can appreciate 
a person who cuts to the chase 
and doesn’t waste their time with 
empty compliments or wishy-
washy sentiments.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
People might think that you aren’t 
real competition for them, but you’re 
sure to come from behind and 
blast past them to a jaw-dropping, 
breathtaking finish. It will be the last 
time anyone underestimates you!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
In all your activities today, your 
enthusiasm will bubble up from 
deep inside you without any effort 
at all. This easy, positive energy is 
contagious and will spread around 
through all of  your people. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Save your energy and don’t 
try to figure out why things are 
happening the way they are 
happening today. The answers 
won’t satisfy you anyway. Just roll 
with the punches.

  Aquarius Pisces
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BIG PHARMA

With hope high for vaccine, 
Europe prepares to roll it out

 5G

China accuses Britain of discriminating with tech ban
CHINA accused Britain 

yesterday of improper-
ly attacking Chinese tech 
companies after the Bri-
tish government proposed 
a law to block market ac-
cess to telecom equipment 
giant Huawei and other 
vendors that are deemed 
high-risk.

The foreign ministry 
gave no indication whether 

Beijing might retaliate if the 
law proposed this week is 
approved. It would tighten 
security requirements for 
next-generation wireless 
and optical fiber networks 
and fine violators.

The Trump administra-
tion is lobbying European 
and other allies to avoid 
Huawei and other Chinese 
vendors as they upgrade 

telecom networks. Washin-
gton says Huawei, China’s 
first global tech brand, is 
a security risk, which the 
company denies.

“Without any evidence, 
the British side has repea-
tedly cooperated with the 
United States to discrimi-
nate against and suppress 
Chinese companies un-
der the pretext of unfoun-

ded risks,” said a ministry 
spokesman, Zhao Lijian.

Britain is “blatantly vio-
lating the principles of 
market economy and free 
trade, seriously damaging 
the normal operations of 
Chinese companies” and 
hurting trust between the 
two governments, Zhao 
said.

Huawei is at the center 

of U.S.-Chinese tension 
over technology and se-
curity. 

The Trump administra-
tion is trying to limit U.S. 
market access to Chinese 
companies it says might 
collect too much informa-
tion about users or pose 
other risks. They include 
video app TikTok, video 
surveillance provider Hik-

Vision and messaging ser-
vice WeChat.

The law proposed Tues-
day would formalize British 
Prime Minister Boris John-
son’s July order that blocks 
Huawei from a planned 
fifth-generation, or 5G, ne-
twork. Britain earlier gave 
Huawei a limited role but 
reversed that under U.S. 
pressure. MDT/AP

DANICA KIRKA, LONDON 

W
ITH major CO-
VID-19 vaccines 
showing high levels 
of protection, Bri-

tish officials are cautiously — and 
they stress cautiously — optimis-
tic that life may start returning to 
normal by early April.

Even before regulators have 
approved a single vaccine, the 
U.K. and countries across Euro-
pe are moving quickly to organi-
ze the distribution and delivery 
systems needed to inoculate 
millions of citizens.

“If we can roll it out at a good 
lick … then with a favorable wind, 
this is entirely hypothetical, but 
we should be able to inocula-
te, I believe on the evidence I’m 
seeing, the vast majority of the 
people who need the most pro-
tection by Easter,” Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson said earlier this 
week after vaccine makers have 
announced encouraging results. 
“That will make a very substan-
tial change to where we are at the 
moment.”

The U.K. has recorded more 
than 55,000 deaths linked to CO-
VID-19, the deadliest outbreak in 
Europe. The pandemic has pre-
vented families from meeting, 
put 750,000 people out of work 
and devastated businesses that 
were forced to shut as authorities 
tried to control the spread. En-
gland’s second national lockdown 
will end Dec. 2, but many restric-
tions will remain in place. 

The British government has 
agreed to purchase up to 355 
million doses of vaccine from 
seven different producers, as it 
prepares to vaccinate as many of 
the country’s 67 million people 
as possible. Governments arou-
nd the world are making agree-
ments with multiple developers 
to ensure they lock in delivery of 

the products that are ultimately 
approved by regulators.

The National Health Service 
is making plans to administer 
88.5 million vaccine doses throu-
ghout England, according to a 
planning document dated Nov. 
13. Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland are developing their own 
plans under the U.K.’s system of 
devolved administration.

The first to be vaccinated wou-
ld be health care workers and 
nursing home residents, followed 
by older people, starting with 
those over 80, according to the 
document, first reported by the 
London-based Health Service 
Journal. People under 65 with un-
derlying medical conditions wou-
ld be next, then healthy people 50 
to 65 and finally everyone else 18 
and over.

While most of the injections 
would be delivered at around 
1,000 community vaccination 
centers, about a third would go 
to 40 to 50 “large-scale mass vac-
cination centers,” including sta-
diums, conference centers and 
similar venues, the document 

indicates.
The NHS confirmed the docu-

ment was genuine but said details 
and target dates are always chan-
ging because the vaccination pro-
gram is a work in progress.

Professor Mark Jit, an expert in 
vaccine epidemiology at the Lon-
don School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine, said Britain has the 
advantage of having a well-deve-
loped medical infrastructure that 
can be used to deliver the vaccine.

But this effort will be unlike 
standard vaccination programs 
that target individuals one at a 
time. 

“The challenge now is to deli-
ver the biggest vaccine program 
in living memory in the U.K. and 
other countries around the wor-
ld,’’ Jit said. “We’re not vaccinating 
just children or pregnant women 
like many other vaccination pro-
grams.... We’re trying to vaccinate 
the entire U.K. population. And 
we’re trying to do it very quickly.’’

Other European countries are 
also getting ready, as are the com-
panies that will be crucial to the 
rollout.

For example Germany’s Bin-
der, which makes specialized 
cooling equipment for laborato-
ries, has ramped up production 
of refrigerated containers needed 
to transport some of the vaccines 
under development. Binder is 
producing a unit that will reach 
the ultra-cold temperatures nee-
ded to ship the Pfizer vaccine. 

The German government has 
asked regional authorities to 
get special vaccination centers 
ready by mid-December. Fran-
ce, meanwhile, has reserved 
90 million vaccine doses, but 
has not yet laid out its plan for 
mass vaccination. A government 
spokesman said last week that 
authorities were working to iden-
tify locations for vaccination cen-
ters, choose companies to trans-
port vaccines and set the rules for 
shipping and storage.

In Spain, health workers will 
get priority, as will residents of 
elder care homes. Spain hopes to 
vaccinate some 2.5 million peo-
ple in the first stage between Ja-
nuary and March and have most 
of the vulnerable population 

covered by mid-year. The vacci-
nations will be administered in 
13,000 public health centers.

But sticking syringes in peo-
ple’s arms is just the last part of 
the enormous logistical challen-
ge the worldwide mass vaccina-
tion campaign will pose.

First, drugmakers must ramp 
up production, so there is enou-
gh supply to vaccinate billions 
of people in a matter of months. 
Then they have to overcome dis-
tribution hurdles such as storing 
some of the products at mi-
nus-70 degrees Celsius. Finally, 
they will need to manage com-
plex supply chains reminiscent 
of the just-in-time delivery sys-
tems carmakers use to keep their 
factories humming. 

“It will be the challenge of 
the century, basically, because 
of the volumes and everything 
else which are going to be invol-
ved ... ,’’ said Richard Wilding, a 
professor of supply chain stra-
tegy at Cranfield School of Ma-
nagement. “It’s just the absolute 
scale.’’

Vaccines from three drug-
makers are considered leading 
candidates. Pfizer and Moderna 
have released preliminary data 
showing their vaccines were 
about 95% effective. AstraZene-
ca on Monday reported interim 
results of its vaccine developed 
with Oxford researchers that 
were also encouraging. Dozens 
of other vaccines are under de-
velopment, including projects in 
China and Russia.

Britain and other Northern 
Hemisphere countries may also 
get a boost from the weather, said 
Chris Whitty, England’s chief me-
dical officer. Transmission of res-
piratory viruses generally slows 
during the warmer months.

“The virus will not disappear, 
but it will become less and less 
risky for society.”

But Johnson, who credited 
NHS nurses with saving his life 
after he was hospitalized with 
COVID-19 earlier this year, war-
ned restrictions will continue for 
months and Christmas celebra-
tions will be curtailed this year.

“We can hear the drumming 
hooves of the cavalry coming over 
the brow of the hill, but they are 
not here yet,” Johnson said. AP
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Argentine football legend 
Diego Maradona dead at 60

Football legend Diego Maradona has 
died of a heart-attack at the age of 60, Ar-
gentina’s media reported last night. 

The former Argentina attacking midfiel-
der and manager had successful surgery 
on a brain blood clot earlier in November. 
It was then announced he was to be trea-
ted for alcohol dependency, BBC repor-
ted.

One of the greatest players of all time, 
Maradona was captain when Argentina 
won the 1986 World Cup, producing a se-

ries of sublime individual performances.
He played for Barcelona and Napoli 

during his club career, winning two Serie 
A titles with the Italian side.

Maradona scored 34 goals in 91 appea-
rances for Argentina, representing them 
in four World Cups.

He led his country to the 1990 final in 
Italy, where they were beaten by West Ger-
many, before captaining them again in the 
United States in 1994, but was sent home 
after failing a drugs test for ephedrine.

OPINION
World Views
Anjani Trivedi, MDT/Bloomberg

Afghanistan Roadside 
bombs exploded in central 
Afghanistan killing at least 
13 civilians and a traffic 
policeman, officials said, 
even as government 
negotiators and the 
Taliban meet to try to end 
decades of war. Tariq Arian, 
spokesman for the Interior 
Ministry, said 45 people 
were also wounded in a late 
afternoon blast in Bamiyan 
city in Bamiyan province. 
Several shops and vehicles 
were destroyed or 
damaged. 

US Purdue Pharma 
pleaded guilty to three 
criminal charges, formally 
taking responsibility for its 
part in an opioid epidemic 
that has contributed to 
hundreds of thousands 
of deaths but also 
angering critics who want 
to see individuals held 
accountable, in addition to 
the company. In a virtual 
hearing with a federal judge 
in Newark, New Jersey, 
the OxyContin maker 
admitted impeding the 
U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration’s efforts 
to combat the addiction 
crisis. 

Russia released new results 
claiming its experimental 
COVID-19 vaccine was 
highly effective, and 
promised it would cost less 
on international markets 
than vaccines by some of 
its Western competitors. 
According to the Russian 
Direct Investment Fund, 
which bankrolled the 
development of the jab, 
Sputnik V will cost less than 
$10 per dose — or less 
than $20 for the two doses 
needed to vaccinate one 
person — on international 
markets. The vaccination 
will be free for Russians, the 
Fund said. 

Greece Airlines are 
rescheduling or canceling 
flights to, from and within 
Greece this week as air 
traffic controllers join a 
nationwide public sector 
strike scheduled for today. 
The strike is set to disrupt 
public transport, including 
ferry services between the 
islands and the mainland. 
The civil servants’ union 
called the strike on a variety 
of demands, including the 
increase of coronavirus-
related protective measures 
in workplaces and in schools, 
mass hirings for the health 
and public transport sectors, 
and salary increases for civil 
servants.
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China makes a safe 
space for consumers. 
Will they spend?

Emerging from nearly a year of battling an economy dra-
gged down by Covid-19 and a rickety financial system, Bei-
jing is realizing what the most important collateral damage 
has been: consumers. Without their wallets and balance 
sheets, China’s economic blueprint for the next five years 
won’t work.

That explains why authorities have been talking up con-
sumer protection, household leverage and the risks of fin-
tech lenders. At a State Council meeting last week, boosting 
consumption – from autos and services to home decoration 
– topped the agenda. Separately, the banking and insuran-
ce regulator pointed to major problems that it’s targeting 
and would investigate. Among them are high interest fees 
and problems with online tech platforms, insurance sa-
les and complex wealth management products. Household 
balance sheets are increasingly indebted, while creditwor-
thiness is weakening.

The focus on consumers is understandable. Ultimately, 
any percentage of some 1.4 billion people who feel poorer 
or have lost money could undermine the social stability so 
highly prioritized by the government. Without them, the re-
covery and future goals will be derailed. The growth strategy 
unveiled in the new five-year plan depends partly on gene-
rating consumer demand. Currently, Beijing has been able 
only to boost supply.

In protecting its hundreds of millions of households, the go-
vernment wants buyers to know their rights and to empower 
them – or at least to make them feel that way. It’s a theme 
taking hold globally. The Group of 20 leaders’ declaration last 
weekend touched on the subject, while the European Com-
mission has launched a new consumer agenda for citizens 
to “play an active role in the green and digital transition.”

In China, courts are hearing more cases that involve com-
plaints over online shopping for food, electronics and heal-
thcare products. Beijing has a draft personal information 
protection law in the works that could become the coun-
try’s first legislation in safeguarding an individual’s data. 
The central bank has announced new measures to protect 
consumers’ rights and fined six state-owned banks for in-
fringing them.

The government’s plan involves extending each yuan of 
household income. While the lending side has taken much 
of the blame for excesses in the online fintech draft rules, 
the reality is that consumers and small companies have 
had their borrowing capped above certain levels. Earlier this 
month, China loosened restrictions on licensed consumer 
finance companies to enable lower provision coverage ra-
tios. That would allow them to lend more, and help con-
sumers borrow more. The banks need retail franchises to 
thrive because the balance sheets of their corporate clien-
ts continue to look burdened.

It will be a challenge. Beijing has spent $1.3 trillion to lift 
the economy out of Covid-19.  But consumers aren’t ready 
to spend yet and are holding onto their cash.

Will making consumers feel secure help China battle a 
problem that it’s faced for years: a falling household con-
sumption ratio? So far, it doesn’t appear so. China’s stands at 
39% of gross domestic product, according to Goldman Sa-
chs Group Inc. analysts, compared to 68% in the U.S., where 
the propensity to consume as well as household disposable 
income ratios are higher. In China, however, falling disposa-
ble incomes are a major factor driving the decline, as is a rise 
in urban savings. Making each yuan go further won’t solve 
the problem until consumers either have more money, or 
feel financially safer. Beijing hasn’t shown it’s helping on this 
front. 

One way would be to step up communication and infor-
mation. Broader protection is commendable and obviou-
sly necessary. But a muddled approach doesn’t help, such 
as restricting online fintech loan facilitators that borrowers 
want to tap, and forcing action from others like consumer fi-
nancing companies that are theoretically easier to regulate. 
Think about the upended initial public offering just suffered 
by Jack Ma’s Ant Group.

Safeguards need to be executed with the right long-term 
goals in mind and no room for short-term regulatory arbi-
trage. With the wrong rules, China may be creating room for 
yet more unwanted behavior.

[Abridged]

HONG KONG

Carrie Lam lauds 
new security law 
despite criticism

ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

HONG Kong leader Car-
rie Lam lauded the ci-

ty’s new national security 
law yesterday as “remarka-
bly effective in restoring sta-
bility,” despite criticism that 
it is severely narrowing the 
space for free speech and 
political opposition in the 
semi-autonomous Chinese 
territory. 

Lam said in her annual 
policy address that the law 
had prevented a return of 
political unrest and that 
bringing normalcy back to 
the political system is an ur-
gent priority. 

Beijing imposed the se-
curity law on Hong Kong in 
June, aiming to crack down 
on dissent following months 
of anti-government protests 
in the city that at times des-
cended into violence. Last 
year’s protests were triggered 
by a proposed extradition 
law that would have allowed 
suspects in Hong Kong to be 
sent to the mainland. The 
proposal was eventually 
scrapped.

“Advocacies of Hong 
Kong independence and 
collusions with external for-
ces have progressively sub-
sided, some of the promi-
nent figures have kept a low 
profile, radical organizations 
have ceased operations or 
dissolved,” Lam said in her 
address. 

“After a year of social un-
rest with fear for personal sa-
fety, Hong Kong people can 
once again enjoy their basic 

rights and freedoms, accor-
ding to the law,” she added.

Lam also criticized fo-
reign governments for inter-
fering in Hong Kong’s affairs, 
saying it had jeopardized 
national security.

The security law’s passa-
ge has drawn strong criti-
cism among rights groups 
and foreign governments, 
who say it betrays China’s 
promise under the “one 
country, two systems” fra-
mework to allow Hong Kong 
to maintain its own legal sys-
tem and civil liberties for 50 
years following the hando-
ver from British to Chinese 
control in 1997. 

They point to the curtai-
ling of free speech through 
the outlawing of statemen-
ts advocating Hong Kong’s 
independence and criti-
cism of China, the pulling 
of books from public libra-
ries with suspect political 
views and a new emphasis 
on “patriotic education” in 
schools. 

The U.S. responded to the 
new law by targeting a num-
ber of Chinese and Hong 
Kong officials responsible 
for implementing the legis-
lation with travel bans and 
financial sanctions, Lam 
among them, and by mo-
ving to reduce Hong Kong’s 
special status with the im-
position of higher tariffs and 
visa restrictions. 

The U.S. and a number of 
other countries also suspen-
ded their extradition trea-
ties with Hong Kong, while 
Britain said it would allow 

holders of British National 
(Overseas) passports exten-
ded stays and a path to citi-
zenship. Taiwan opened an 
office to help Hong Kongers 
interested in moving to the 
island. 

Beijing has rejected all 
such actions and criticisms 
as brazen political interfe-
rence and taken an ever-
-tougher stance on dissent 
in Hong Kong.

Earlier this month, China 
passed a resolution disqua-
lifying four pro-democracy 
Hong Kong lawmakers after 
they were accused of viola-
ting their oaths of office. The 
move prompted all of Hong 
Kong’s pro-democracy legis-
lators to resign en masse as a 
show of solidarity.

Lam said that Hong 
Kong has experienced one 
of its most severe political 
challenges over the past 
year.

“One of our urgent priori-
ties is to restore Hong Kong’s 
constitutional order and po-
litical system from chaos,” 
she said.

She said the government 
would introduce a bill by the 
end of this year to amend 
local laws related to oath-
-taking, to “deal with those 
who have engaged in con-
duct that breaches the oath 
of the swearing-in.”

Lam’s address had been 
postponed for more than 
a month so she could seek 
Beijing’s support for various 
economic measures aimed 
at reviving Hong Kong’s eco-
nomy. AP


