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THE MACAU UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY LAUNCHED A PLATFORM FOR 
SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION RELATED TO 

ASTROBIOLOGY AND COSMOCHEMISTRY

SPACE RACE: CHINA SHOWS 
AMBITIONS TO LAND A ROBOT 

ON MARS AND HUMANS ON THE 
MOON’S SURFACE  P6 P2 P2
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Iran’s President Hassan 
Rouhani yesterday 
rejected a bill approved by 
parliament that would have 
suspended U.N. inspections 
and boosted uranium 
enrichment, saying it was 
“harmful” to diplomatic 
efforts aimed at restoring 
the 2015 nuclear deal and 
easing U.S. sanctions. The 
tug-of-war over the bill, 
which gained momentum 
after the killing of a 
prominent Iranian nuclear 
scientist last month, reflects 
the rivalry between Rouhani, 
a relative moderate, and 
hard-line lawmakers who 
dominate parliament.

Russian military announced 
the deployment of state-of-
the-art air defense missiles 
to the Pacific islands 
claimed by Japan. Russia’s 
Eastern Military District 
said in a statement that the 
S-300V4 air defense missile 
systems have entered 
combat duty on the Kuril 
Islands, adding punch to the 
shorter range Tor M2 missile 
systems deployed there 
earlier.

Greece A search and 
rescue operation has been 
launched in the eastern 
Aegean Sea after a dinghy 
carrying migrants either 
sank or overturned off the 
Greek island of Lesbos, 
the Greek coast guard said 
yesterday. It said 32 people 
— 15 men, 14 women and 
three children — had been 
rescued from the sea, while 
two women were missing. 
The migrants were located 
during a routine patrol early 
yesterday.

Italy’s health minister told 
lawmakers yesterday that 
202.6 million doses of 
COVID-19 vaccines will be 
distributed during 2021 in 
“an unprecedented effort 
that will require a huge 
collective commitment.” 
Robert Speranza said 
the vaccines will not be 
mandatory, but that the 
doses allotted Italy through 
an EU collective purchasing 
agreement would be 
“enough to potentially 
vaccinate the entire 
population.” 
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EMERGENCY COVID-19 
VACCINE THIS MONTH

Gaming 
regulator 

refuted reports 
of talks to use 
digital yuan in 

casinos

Coronavirus vaccines for vulnerable groups may 
arrive in Macau by year-end, Secretary Ao Ieong 

announced at the AL Policy Address sectorial debate  P3
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MUST launches astrobiology, 
cosmochemistry experimental platform

MUST appoints new president 

Gov’t anticipating tourist surge 
in upcoming festive season
JULIE ZHU

THE Secretary for Finance and 
Economy, Lei Wai Nong, has 

anticipated a significant num-
ber of visitors to arrive in Macau 
during the upcoming January 1st 
New Year holiday and the subse-
quent Lunar New Year holiday.

Lei was speaking yesterday on 
the sidelines of the opening ce-
remony of the 11th International 
Infrastructure Investment & Cons-
truction Forum.

“December, New Year and Lu-
nar New Year are golden holidays 
for Macau. The Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Office (MGTO) and 
other relevant departments will 
strengthen efforts to expand the 
source of visitors and consump-
tion,” said Lei, adding that “the 
most important thing is that there 
be chances for visitors to stay lon-
ger in Macau and to stay in the city 
for one more night.”

Previously, the local govern-
ment disclosed that visitors spend 
double the amount when they stay 
in Macau overnight.  

Since the outbreak of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic, the Macau SAR 
government has launched various 
promotional campaigns specifi-

cally targeting mainland visitors. 
As of today, government subsidy 
schemes have already provided 
tourists with over 60,000 hotel 
rooms as “gifts.”

“E-commerce is a good channel 
to draw consumers’ attention,” Lei 
commented.  

Currently, visitors from main-
land China are most commonly 
staying in Macau for two nights.

In November, Macau recorded 
6.748 billion patacas in gaming 
gross revenue, representing a 
decrease of approximately 7.1% 
month-by-month.

Commenting on the revenue, 
Lei said, “It is not a matter of low 
or high,” adding that the number 
of visitors has been continuously 
growing and that the most im-
portant thing is to boost Macau’s 
commercial operation across all 
sectors. 

In addition, the Secretary was 
asked for comments regarding Tak 
Chun Group’s VIP rooms’ recent 
employment arrangements.

Lei remarked that Macau’s six 
gaming operators have continuou-
sly supported their employees and 
that he hopes employees and em-
ployers will continue to support 
each other to get through hard ti-
mes together and prepare for eco-
nomic recovery. 

Lei refused to make comments 
on any specific company and also 
declined to forecast whether any 
casino VIP rooms will close or dis-
miss workers in the near future. 

The Secretary would only say 
that it takes time for the economy 
to recover. 

In addition, Lei also revealed 
that, next February, the MGTO will 
merge with the Secretariat for Eco-
nomy and Finance.

JULIE ZHU

THE Macau University of 
Science and Technology 

(MUST) recently launched 
an experimental platform for 
scientific experimentation rela-
ted to astrobiology and cosmo-
chemistry.

Supported by the Macau SAR 
government and the Macau 
Science and Technology Deve-
lopment Fund, the State Key La-
boratory of Lunar and Planetary 
Science of the Macau University 
of Science and Technology was 
unveiled, establishing Macau’s 
first space platform for astro-
biology and cosmochemistry. 

As the first national key labo-
ratory in the field of astronomy 
and planetary science in China, 
one of the main responsibilities 
of the State Key Laboratory of 
Lunar and Planetary Sciences 
of MUST is to provide the ne-
cessary scientific support for 
China’s space and deep space 
exploration.

The platform will undertake 
laboratory analysis and resear-
ch on the returned samples 
of Chang’e-5, and explore key 

scientific issues, such as the ori-
gin and distribution of chemical 
elements and their isotopes in 
the universe, and the origin and 
limits of life in the universe.

Chang’e 5 is an ongoing ro-
botic mission of the Chinese 
Lunar Exploration Program. 

Chang’e-5 was launched 
from the Wenchang Aerospace 
Launch Site, in Hainan, on No-
vember 24, 2020. After a 23-day 
orbit flight, Chang’e-5 will softly 
land on the lunar surface and 
retrieve about 2 kilograms of 
lunar samples to bring back to 
Earth.

Under the coordination of 
the Liaison Office in Macau, the 
China National Space Adminis-
tration has decided to donate 

some of the moon samples to 
Macau for public display and 
scientific research.

MUST President Liu Liang 
said that, with the improvement 
of China’s comprehensive na-
tional strength and space capa-
bilities, flying into deep space, 
and carrying out distinctive 
deep space explorations and 
scientific research have become 
important parts of the national 
science and technology develo-
pment strategy.

Liu added that the experi-
mental platform will continue 
to be improved to provide su-
pport for the country’s subse-
quent major missions of deep 
space exploration and contri-
bution to China’s space science.

STAFF REPORTER

MACAU University of Scien-
ce and Technology (MUST) 

has appointed Chair Professor Lee 
Hun Wei Joseph as President, ef-
fective from January 2021.

MUST said in a written state-
ment that Lee’s senior manage-
ment experience in tertiary edu-
cation will help propel the ins-
titution towards “innovation in 
academic disciplines and future 
development.”

Lee, a Shanghai native, is a 
renowned scholar in water and 
environmental engineering who 
specializes in environmental hy-
draulics, water quality modeling 
and environmental management. 

He is the first Chinese scholar 
elected as the Chairman of The 
International Association for Hy-
dro-Environment Engineering 
and Research (IAHR). 

He has also been appointed as a 
specialist consultant in many wa-
ter engineering and environmen-
tal management projects. 

After receiving his primary and 
secondary education in Hong 
Kong and graduating with a Ph.D. 
degree from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology (MIT), Lee 
garnered tertiary education expe-

rience worldwide. He undertook 
educational and research roles at 
different universities, including 
the University of Delaware, the 
University of Hong Kong, and the 
Hong Kong University of Science 
and Technology.

He has alo been active in pu-
blishing. He is now the founding 
editor-in-chief of the internatio-
nal journal “Journal of Hydro-en-
vironment Research.” 

Currently, Lee serves as Chair-
man of the Research Grants Cou-
ncil under the University Grants 
Committee of the Hong Kong SAR 
government.
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POLICY ADDRESS

Secretary Ao Ieong: Emergency 
Covid-19 vaccine may arrive this month

Macau steps up efforts to cultivate young talent in 2021
STAFF REPORTER

THE SAR government 
will hone in on nurtu-

ring young talent from dif-
ferent walks of life in 2021, 
Secretary for Social Af-
fairs and Culture Ao Ieong 
U said when addressing 
lawmakers in her opening 
speech at yesterday’s ple-
nary meeting regarding the 
social and cultural realms. 

The authorities are set 
to expand the quota for 
overseas students at Ma-
cau’s tertiary institutions 
next year to foster the de-
velopment of innovative 
technology. However, Ao 
Ieong stressed that the 
prerequisite for the new 
policy would be that it did 
not affect the enrolment 
rates of local students. 

Another upcoming 

mainstay of the effort 
will be the establishment 
of Macau’s first traditio-
nal Chinese medicine 
training. It is devised to 
equip local youths with 
medical expertise. 

The government says it 
is also being proactive in 
turbocharging the city’s 
education standards on 
the world’s stage. 

To this end, the Secre-

tariat for Social Affairs 
and Culture will set up a 
national examination site 
for the professional trans-
lation qualification at the 
Macao Polytechnic Insti-
tute – which would be the 
first and the only one in 
the Macau-Hong Kong re-
gion. 

Meanwhile, the Secre-
tariat will publish resear-
ch reports pertaining to 

the gaming and tourism 
industries, and run free 
tourism training programs 
for people residing in the 
Greater Bay Area. 

Another highlight will 
be a heightened effort to 
prop up and nurture local 
young athletes. Ao Ieong 
said the Secretariat will 
offer support to Macau’s 
athletes seeking to engage 
in forthcoming internatio-

nal sports events, such as 
the 31st Universiade, the 
16th Paralympic Games, 
the 3rd Asian Youth Games 
and the 2022 Asian Games.

Apart from educational 
endeavors, Ao also detai-
led plans for the develop-
ment of the city’s cultural 
heritage, a social welfare 
scheme for elderly, and the 
annual Art Macao event on 
next year’s calendar.

ANTHONY LAM

A
T a debate session at the 
Legislative Assembly 
yesterday, Secretary for 
Social Affairs and Cul-

ture, Elsie Ao Ieong, disclosed that 
the government is expecting the 
first batch of Covid-19 vaccines at 
the end of this month.

Although several brands of vac-
cine are still being tested on the 
mainland and in other parts of the 
world, the Secretary revealed the 
news when asked several times by 
lawmakers. The lawmakers cited 
the Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng 
for saying that the city’s economic 
revival will rely on the existence of 
the vaccines.

The first batch of vaccines, 
the Secretary added, will be of an 
emergency nature and will only be 
administered to particular groups 
of people, such as frontline medi-
cal staff and paramedics at the Fire 
Services Bureau.

On top of that, vaccines for the 
general public are expected to arri-
ve early next year. “We can’t move 
[the arrival date] anytime earlier,” 
Ao Ieong said. “Once the vaccines 
arrive in Macau, we shall roll out 
our vaccination plan in phases.”

By phases, the senior official 
meant that the first phase will in-
clude people who have the need 
to travel abroad. She said that the 
conditions in most of the western 
world are still tough, hinting that 
people travelling to these jurisdic-
tions will need to be vaccinated 
before departure.

However, she did not rule out 
the need for vaccination among 
people travelling to other parts of 
the world, such as Asia and Ocea-
nia.

In previous weekly Covid-19 
press briefings, government offi-
cials have reiterated that Macau is 
a signatory of a global vaccine pro-
curement agreement, meaning 
that the city has registered its in-
tention to purchase Covid-19 vac-

cines once they become available.
Macau also expressed its inten-

tion to purchase 1.4 million doses 
of the vaccine. The need for such 
a large number is that previous re-
ports have hinted that the vaccine 
will only work when delivered in 
two shots. Local health officials 
have also confirmed the news. 
Considering the population of the 

city at about 700,000, the purchase 
of 1.4 million shots is justified.

Health officials have assured 
the public that vaccination in 
Macau will be voluntary, as peo-
ple are not forced to take flu shots 
even when the risk of flu infec-
tion is surging.

However, Ao Ieong hinted at 
the parliament yesterday the that 

vaccine will not be completely 
voluntary. “We know that some 
airline companies are considering 
mandatory […] shots for passen-
gers,” Ao Ieong said. “Otherwise 
the passengers will not be allowed 
to board their flights.”

She said that the vaccination 
plan will probably go in this direc-
tion.

For the time being, Australian 
carrier Qantas has said that it will 
require all passengers to show 
proof of a Covid-19 vaccination at 
check-in. They will be denied the 
right to board if no such proof is 
presented. The flag carrier of the 
country’s close neighbor, Air New 
Zealand, has also hinted it will 
follow suit.

GOV’T EXPECTED TO 
RELAX ENTRY RESTRICTIONS

When asked by lawmakers 
about the relaxation of travel 
restrictions after existence of Co-
vid-19 vaccines, Ao Ieong said 
that she expects restrictions to 
relax.

Lawmakers were concerned 
about whether it will be easier 
for mainland tourists to come to 
Macau should the Covid-19 vac-
cination become the norm. The 
relaxation of travel restrictions 
was intended, in the meeting hall 
of the parliament, to allow for the 
termination of Covid-19 nucleic 
acid tests.

Call for the relaunch of mainland 
package tours to continue 
REGARDING the recovery of the local tou-

rism industry, the Secretary disclosed that 
in September, she met with national tourism 
officials about the commencement of the Ma-
cau-Hengqin Combined Tour.

The reason behind the absence of the tour 
so far is that the conditions have not been 
supportive of its commencement, although 
national officials are aware of Macau’s satisfac-
tory pandemic response effort, and the Macao 
Government Tourism Office (MGTO) has been 
working to disseminate the information across 
the mainland.

Ao Ieong made a pledge that negotiations 
on the plan will continue until the plan is rea-
lized.

At the same time, the MGTO has been hel-
ping the local tourism industry to overcome 
the hurdles brought about by the Covid-19 

pandemic, according to the senior official.
Meanwhile, lawmaker Lei Cheng I asked 

officials for details on the post-pandemic re-
suscitation measures, adding that even if the 
Covid-19 vaccine arrives early next year, it will 
not have an expansive effect across the globe 
immediately. In this case, the tourism industry 
will not be revived within a short time.

Addressing the problem, Ao Ieong expressed 
her trust in her colleagues at the tourism board. 
“I believe the tourism office will continue in this 
direction,” the Secretary assured.

CONCERNS ON PUBLIC WELFARE RAISED
Lawmakers, such as Au Kam San, expres-

sed concerns over public welfare. For example, 
this year the government decided not to inject 
funds into the Centralized Provident Fund, as 
the budget will see a deficit. Their concerns are 

based on the absence of legal grounds for these 
special welfare measures.

“There are no legal stipulations for the Weal-
th Partaking Scheme, for example,” Au pointed 
out, hinting that it can be altered or suspended 
at any moment.

On the other hand, Au noted that the gover-
nment is taking too much of a medical burden 
on its shoulders. As public healthcare is either 
free-of-charge or very inexpensive, residents 
are attracted to these services over private ser-
vices.

“In the future, probably only ‘non-mains-
tream doctors’ will conduct private practice, 
because there is no market,” the lawmaker said.

In response, Ao Ieong said government 
Health Centers have terminated nightshift ser-
vice to distribute the market to doctors in pri-
vate practice. AL
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Taxis required 
to install 
smart terminals 
from today 

All local taxis will be required 
to have a smart terminal in 
place before they can operate 
legally, under a new regulation 
enforced from midnight of 
today.  The move is being 
made to better supervise 
and monitor taxi services, 
and safeguard the rights of 
taxi drivers and passengers. 
The terminal can serve 
simultaneously as a taximeter, 
GPS, tracker, sound and image 
recorder and alarm. 

Tender for 
the 4th Macau-
Taipa link opens

The SAR government opens 
tender for the construction 
of Macau’s fourth bridge, 
connecting Macau Peninsula 
to Taipa. The tender covers the 
construction of the overpass 
for cars and motorcycles — 
which will be connected to 
New Urban Zone E and the 
flyovers connecting the fourth 
bridge to Av. Wai Long and 
Taipa Ferry Terminal. The 
longest construction period is 
scheduled for 750 working days.

MOP956 million 
for new hospital 
building 
superstructure

A contract worth MOP956 
million has been designated 
for the construction of the 
superstructure of the new 
Conde S. Januario Hospital 
public health specialty building, 
the Infrastructure Development 
Office (GDI) revealed. The 
contract has been awarded to 
Companhia de Construção e 
Investimento Predial Ming Shun, 
Limitada. The construction is 
slated to be completed in 730 
working days, while the subset 
of the construction relating to 
the superstructure roof is set 
for 450 days. 

Lawmaker suggests 
increasing quota 
for psychotherapy

In a written inquiry, Lawmaker 
Wong Kit Cheng has 
suggested that the authorities 
raise the quota for the 
psychotherapy subsidy as 
the demand for the service 
among local citizens has 
surged during the pandemic. 
She stressed that the city’s 
psychotherapy has been in 
short supply this year, as 
compared to the huge demand 
requested by locals. She also 
speculated that a year-on-
year increase of 6 suicidal 
cases from January to June 
this year may be associated 
with greater stress linked to 
the pandemic.

Taxi driver involved in drunk driving 
accident, abandons motorcyclist

RENATO MARQUES

A woman in her twenties has 
reportedly lost the equiva-

lent of 232,617 patacas in a scam 
involving investments in crypto-
currency, the Judiciary Police (PJ) 
revealed yesterday during the re-
gular press conference held at the 
PJ headquarters.

The case goes back to mid-No-
vember when the woman, who is 
a civil servant in Macau, received 
a message through a mobile com-
munication application from a 
man claiming to be a Chinese ci-
tizen residing in the United States 
of America.

During the conversation, the 
alleged scammer told her he was 
knowledgeable in the field of 
cryptocurrency investments and 
offered to teach her how to make 
investments of this type that wou-
ld deliver a very high return. 

She accepted the offer to enga-
ge in the scheme and he sent her a 
link to a website where she could 
register and create an account so 
she could follow up on her invest-
ments and profits.

At the start, the local woman in-
vested USD1,500 plus RMB5,000, 
from which she started to see ear-
nings in a very short period.

She then became interested in 
raising the investment and ad-
ded a further RMB100,000 and 

HKD90,000 to her investment ac-
count.

After seeing some profits from 
the investment in a short period 
once again, she then decided to 
withdraw the money for fear that 
it would not hold steady, but the 
online platform rejected her re-
quest to withdraw.

She felt suspicious about it and 
contacted the man who had in-
troduced her to the scheme. At the 
same time, she searched for infor-
mation on the Internet regarding 
the website. While the man who 
had told her about the scheme 
replied that he was not aware of 
any problems or difficulties with 
the platform, the online search 

returned information from other 
people claiming that the platform 
was a scam and that they had lost 
all their money.

She then decided to file a com-
plaint with PJ regarding the case, 
reporting a loss equivalent to 
232,617 patacas.

RENATO MARQUES

A 38-year-old taxi dri-
ver has been accused 

of three crimes associa-
ted with a traffic accident 
involving a motorcyclist 
in which he was driving 
under the influence of al-
cohol, the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) spokes-
person informed yesterday 
during the regular joint 
press conference of the po-
lice forces.

The accident occurred 
at around 8:45 a.m. on the 
morning of November 29, 
when the taxi driver failed 
to give way to a motorcycle 
at the intersection between 
Rua da Barca and Rua Ma-
nuel de Arriaga, causing 
the accident.

The police were infor-
med of the accident and 
deployed an officer who, 
upon arriving at the loca-

tion, found only the motor-
cyclist laying on the grou-
nd, unconscious, and the 
empty taxi, but no signs of 
the driver.

Around 15 to 20 minutes 
later, the driver and a se-
cond person, who claimed 
to be the passenger of the 
taxi, finally showed up at 

the scene.
When questioned by the 

officer, the driver said that 
he had received a call from 
one of his friends – the 
passenger – asking to be 
picked up from the Macau 
Fisherman’s Wharf and dri-
ven him to his home at Es-
trada de Coelho do Amaral.

While performing the 
job, the driver was invol-
ved in the traffic accident, 
and justified the abandon-
ment of the scene by sta-
ting that he was very con-
cerned with the condition 
of the motorcyclist and 
had therefore decided to 
go to a restaurant nearby 

to discuss with his friend 
what to do.

A breathalyzer test re-
vealed that the man had a 
blood-alcohol level of 1.14 
grams per liter. He then ad-
mitted to having consumed 
some alcoholic beverages 
on the previous evening of 
November 28 at around 10 
p.m., while having dinner 
in a restaurant at Fai Chi 
Kei, before starting his work 
shift at 11 p.m. 

According to the 
PSP, the motorcyclist, a 
63-year-old local man, 
was taken to the hospital 
where he is still in a critical 
condition at the Intensive 
Care Unit.

The PSP spokesperson 
advised that the case was 
transferred to the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP) 
on November 30, upon 
which the taxi driver was 
charged with a negligent 
offense against the phy-
sical integrity of another 
person and dangerous 
driving, as well as aban-
donment of injured per-
sons in consequence of a 
traffic accident.

CRIME

Civil servant loses over MOP230,000 
in cryptocurrency investment scam

IN a statement to the media, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) informed yester-
day that a special press conference 
would be held before the regular 
press conference to present a case 
involving the online transmission 
of videos involving sexual acts with 
minors.
Strangely, although everything was 
prepared at the PJ, including the 
presentation of a mobile phone as 

evidence in the case, the press con-
ference was first delayed and then 
postponed indefinitely.
Questioned by the Times on the 
topic, the Public Relations of the PJ 
revealed that “there was a last-min-
ute change of plan regarding the 
press release of the case involving 
underage students,” adding, “when 
the case is ready, we will inform the 
press again.”

The case that never was
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DICJ refutes claims it held talks with 
gaming operators over digital yuan
LYNZY VALLES

T
HE Gaming Inspection 
and Coordination Bu-
reau (DICJ) yesterday 
refuted claims that it 

had been in discussions with the 
city’s gaming operators regarding 
a possible introduction of digital 
yuan.

The gaming watchdog cited an 
unnamed source clarifying, “Re-
garding a media report saying that 
DICJ had dialogues with gaming 
concessions on the use of digital 
yuan within casinos - this is a false 
report.”

Earlier yesterday, Bloomberg 
reported that the digital yuan will 
be introduced to the enclave.

Though no formal plans have 
been announced, some junkets - 
businesses that act as middlemen 
for Chinese high rollers who make 
up half the city’s gambling reve-
nue - are exiting the industry or 
shifting resources elsewhere, ac-
cording to the media outlet. 

It stated that a number of casi-
no operators say they have been 
approached by DICJ over the past 
few months to discuss the feasi-
bility of using digital yuan to buy 
casino chips, which are currently 
denominated in Hong Kong 
dollars, citing “people familiar 
with the matter.”

Discussions are allegedly still at 
an initial stage and there’s been no 
final decision on whether to pro-
ceed, said the people, who asked 
not to be identified because they’re 
not authorized to speak publicly 
about the discussions.

Introducing the digital yuan as a 
form of currency in Macau’s casinos 
would mean that high-roller Chi-
nese gamblers no longer need to 

convert their yuan into Hong Kong 
dollars to bet big, reducing the 
junkets’ role as providers of credit.

It would also give Beijing - whi-
ch bans gambling on the mainland 
- greater visibility over cash flows 
through Macau’s casino halls, po-
tentially scaring away high rollers 
from using the junket system, whi-
ch has been linked in the past to 
money laundering.

Junket operators, from small-ti-
me outfits to major companies with 
billions in revenue, are assessing 
their options on concern the plan 
will be followed through. 

With gaming revenue down at 
least 90% for six straight months 
since March due to pandemic-re-
lated travel curbs, junkets are al-
ready under significant financial 
stress.

The first cryptocurrency in 
the world to be issued by a cen-
tral bank, the digital yuan is now 
being trialed internally by state-
-owned banks and companies like 
Chinese ride-hailing giant Didi 
Chuxing Inc. and food deli-
very app Meituan. The People’s 
Bank of China has not published 
a timeline or plan for rolling out 
full public usage.

CHIEF Executive Ho 
Iat Seng has said that 

the 11th International In-
frastructure Investment & 
Construction Forum (III-
CF) would usher in “po-
tent impetus” for the reco-
very of Macau’s economy. 

With the support of the 
Central Government and 
the co-operation of the 
SAR Government, Ho said 
that the forum had beco-
me a pivotal platform for 
Macau’s participation in 
the construction of the 
“Belt and Road” Initiative 
and the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macau Greater Bay 
Area co-operation.

In his remarks, Ho des-
cribed this year’s IIICF as 
offering “strong stimula-
tion to the revitalisation of 
the meetings, incentives, 
conferences and exhibi-
tions (MICE) industry and 
peripheral sectors.”

STAFF REPORTER

THE number of child por-
nography cases in Macau 

surged to a startling 83 within 
a four-month period from 
July to October this year, De-
puty Director of the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) Chan Kin Hong 
revealed during yesterday’s 
TDM radio program Macau 
Forum. 

“This type of crime is par-
ticularly prominent this year. 
It has prompted discussions 
and worries in local society,” 
Chan said. 

He ascribed the climbing 
number to a 2017 amend-
ment pertaining to “child 
pornography” in the Penal 
Code of Macau, which sti-
pulates a concrete legal fra-
mework the police force can 
rely on and enforce. 

According to Article 170A 
of the Penal Code, the law cri-
minalizes the acts of “using 

He also said that the go-
vernment attached “great 
importance to regional 
infrastructure connectivi-
ty,” adding that locally, a 
number of public projec-
ts that were launched this 
year would act as the be-

minors aged below 18 to 
participate in pornographic 
performances or persuading 
them for this purpose” and 
“using minors to take por-
nographic photos, videos or 
recordings, or persuad[ing] 
them for this purpose.” 

Also of note is the increa-
se in online crime in the city 
during the year of pandemic, 
as more residents have tur-
ned to online communica-
tion while observing social 
distancing. 

In view of insufficient 
awareness of internet cri-
me and security, criminals 
have exploited the online 
platform, defrauding or bla-
ckmailing internet users 
through romance scams or 
naked chats, Chan disclosed. 

The epidemic has also 
helped propel online con-
sumption, which also led to 
more reported cases of credit 
card fraud.

drock to support Macau’s 
economic development, 
both at present and in the 
upcoming period.

More than 400 enti-
ties and 1,000 political, 
business, and academic 
leaders have been invited 

to discuss infrastructure 
issues such as the oppor-
tunities and challenges 
faced by those involved in 
international infrastructu-
re co-operation both onli-
ne and offline.

The Vice-Minister of 
the Ministry of Commer-
ce of the People’s Republic 
of China, Wang Bingnan, 
noted in his speech that 
due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, economic globali-
sation had encountered a 
countercurrent, resulting 
in heightened risk aver-
sion and dealing a blow 
to international infras-
tructure investment and 
construction. However, 
the dominant trend of ac-
celerating infrastructure 
investment and construc-
tion through international 
co-operation would not 
change, he added. 

The 11th IIICF, collabo-
ratively hosted by the Chi-
na International Contrac-
tors Association and the 
Macao Trade and Invest-
ment Promotion Institute, 
launched yesterday at The 
Venetian Macao. JZ

CE: Infrastructure forum 
to usher in ‘potent impetus’ 
for economic recovery

Child pornography 
cases a ‘prominent’ 
crime this year
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 CHINA’S SPACE AMBITIONS 

Robot on Mars, a human on the moon

Beijing denies weakening sanctions 
enforcement on North Korea

CHINA yesterday rejec-
ted U.S. accusations it is 

weakening its enforcement of 
U.N. sanctions against North 
Korea, but said more efforts 
are needed toward reaching a 
political settlement and grea-
ter attention should be paid 
to the impact of the sanctions 
on ordinary North Koreans. 

Foreign ministry spokes-
person Hua Chunying was 
responding to comments by 
the State Department’s depu-
ty envoy for North Korean af-
fairs, Alex Wong, in which he 
said China was no longer even 
attempting to enforce many 
of the sanctions, including a 
requirement to expel North 
Korean contract workers. 

“The Chinese govern-
ment increasingly allows its 
companies to conduct trade 
with North Korea in a broad 
spectrum of U.N.-prohibi-
ted goods,” Wong said at a 
seminar in Washington on 
Tuesday. Chinese and North 
Korean-flagged ships also re-
gularly transport coal, a key 
North Korean export covered 
by sanctions, Wong said. 

Hua told reporters at a dai-
ly briefing that, as a perma-
nent member of the Security 
Council and “a responsible 
big power, China has always 
earnestly implemented Se-
curity Council resolutions 
and fulfilled its international 
obligations.”

“Under the current situa-
tion, all parties should spend 
more time and energy to pro-
mote the political settlement 
process of the peninsula issue 
and pay more attention to the 
negative impact of sanctions 

on the (North Korean) popu-
lation and their livelihood,” 
Hua said.

“With the continuing 
spread of the COVID-19 epi-
demic, we once again call on 
the Security Council to initia-
te discussions on the rever-
sible clause of the resolution 
as soon as possible and make 
the necessary adjustments 
to the sanctions, especially 
in the area of people’s live-
lihoods, to create conditions 
for a political resolution on 
the peninsula,” Hua said. 

China is North Korea’s 
most important ally and sour-
ce of trade and aid but agreed 
to U.N. sanctions after North 
Korea conducted nuclear and 
missile tests in defiance of 
Beijing, threatening stability 
in Northeast Asia and even a 
possible war with the U.S. 

China has strongly objec-
ted to unilateral U.S. sanctions 
on North Korea.  MDT/AP

JOE MCDONALD 
& VICTORIA MILKO

CHINA’S landing of its third 
probe on the moon is part of 

an increasingly ambitious space 
program that has a robot rover en 
route to Mars, is developing a reu-
sable space plane and is planning 
to put humans back on the lunar 
surface.

The Chang’e 5, the first effort 
to bring lunar rocks to Earth since 
the 1970s, collected samples yes-
terday, the Chinese space agency 
announced. The probe landed 
Tuesday on the Sea of Storms on 
the moon’s near side.

Space exploration is a political 
trophy for the ruling Communist 
Party, which wants global influen-
ce to match China’s economic 
success.

China is a generation behind 
the United States and Russia, but 
its secretive, military-linked pro-
gram is developing rapidly. It is 
creating distinctive missions that, 
if successful, could put Beijing on 
the leading edge of space flight. 

The coming decade will be 
“quite critical” in space explora-
tion, said Kathleen Campbell, an 
astrobiologist and geologist at The 
University of Auckland. 

“This is where we’re going to 
transform out of near Earth orbit 
and back into what people will 
call ‘deep space,’” Campbell said.

In 2003, China became the 
third nation to launch an astro-
naut into orbit on its own, four 
decades after the former Soviet 
Union and the United States. Its 
first temporary orbiting labora-
tory was launched in 2011 and 
a second in 2016. Plans call for a 

permanent space station to be 
launched after 2022.

This week’s landing is “a his-
toric step in China’s cooperation 
with the international commu-
nity in the peaceful use of outer 
space,” said a foreign ministry 
spokeswoman, Hua Chunying.

“China will continue to promo-
te international cooperation and 
the exploration and use of outer 
space in the spirit of working for 
the benefit of all mankind,” Hua 
said.

After astronaut Yang Liwei’s 
2003 flight, space officials expres-
sed hope for a crewed lunar mis-
sion as early as this year. But they 
said that depended on budget and 
technology. They have pushed 
back that target to 2024 or later. 

The space agency gave no rea-
son for landing its latest probe on 
the Sea of Storms, far from where 
American and Soviet craft tou-

ched down. But the choice might 
help to shed light on possible sites 
being studied for a crewed mis-
sion.

Beijing’s space plane would be 
China’s version of the American 
Space Shuttle and the former So-
viet Union’s short-lived Buran.

China also has launched its 
own Beidou network of naviga-
tion satellites so the Communist 
Party’s military wing, the People’s 
Liberation Army, doesn’t need to 
rely on the U.S.-run GPS or a rival 
Russian system. 

Last year, China graduated from 
“me too” missions copying Soviet 
and American ventures to scoring 
its own firsts when it became the 
first nation to land a probe on the 
moon’s little-explored far side. 

That probe, the Chang’e 4, and 
its robot rover still are functioning, 
transmitting to Earth via an orbi-
ter that passes over the moon’s far 

side. China’s first moon lander, the 
Chang’e 3, still is transmitting. 

China’s earliest crewed spa-
cecraft, the Shenzhou capsules, 
were based on Russian techno-
logy. Its powerful Long March 
rockets are, like their Soviet and 
American predecessors, based on 
ballistic missiles developed using 
technology seized from Nazi Ger-
many after World War II.

China has proceeded more 
cautiously than the breakne-
ck U.S.-Soviet space race of the 
1960s, which was marked by 
fatalities. China’s crewed mis-
sions have gone ahead without 
incident. Some launches of ro-
bot vehicles have been delayed 
by technical problems but those 
appear to have been resolved.

China is in a growing space ri-
valry with Asian neighbors Japan 
and India, which it sees as strate-
gic competitors. Both have sent 

their own probes to Mars. 
While Chang’e 5 gathers moon 

rocks, Japan’s space agency just 
pulled off the even more challen-
ging feat of obtaining samples 
from an asteroid, Ryugu. The 
Hayabusa2 mission is due to deli-
ver those to Earth on Saturday.

As its confidence grows, Bei-
jing’s space goals have multiplied. 

It has joined the race to explo-
re Mars, and its Tianwen-1 probe, 
launched in July carrying a robot 
rover to search for signs of water, 
is due to complete its 470-million 
kilometre journey in February. 

Plans call for a permanent 
crewed space station as early as 
2022. 

China is excluded from the In-
ternational Space Station due to 
U.S. opposition to including Chi-
nese military officers in a venture 
that otherwise is operated by civi-
lian space agencies. 

Plans also call for an inter-
national lunar research base at 
some point, the deputy director 
of the Chinese agency’s lunar ex-
ploration center, Pei Zhaoyu, told 
reporters last week. 

Despite its successes, the mili-
tary-run Chinese program is more 
secretive than those of other go-
vernments.

Yang and other Chinese astro-
nauts made only a handful of brief 
public appearances following 
their flights, in contrast to Soviet 
and American astronauts who 
were sent on global publicity tou-
rs before cheering foreign crowds.

The agency announced in Sep-
tember its space plane had com-
pleted a successful test flight but 
has yet to release details or even a 
photo of the craft. AP

The friendship bridge connecting China and North Korea

A screen shows the landed Chang’e-5 spacecraft and a moon surface picture at the Beijing Aerospace Control Center this week
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#MeToo case 
heard in court 
after more 
than two years

A Chinese woman who filed a sexual 
misconduct lawsuit against a TV host 

told cheering supporters at a courthou-
se yesterday that she hopes her case will 
encourage victims of gender violence in 
a system that gives them few options to 
pursue complaints.

Zhou Xiaoxuan spoke ahead of a trial 
in her lawsuit, which was delayed for two 
years and reflects the challenges Chinese 
women face in pursuing sexual miscon-
duct complaints despite the spread of the 
global #MeToo movement.

Zhou, 27, has accused Zhu Jun, a po-
pular state TV host, of forcibly kissing her 
in 2014. She is asking for a public apology 
as well as 50,000 yuan ($7,600) in dama-
ges.

Zhu has denied the accusation and fi-
led a defamation case against Zhou.

“Even if ultimately in this case we don’t 
get a legal win, as long as we can show to 
a lot of people (that) there are people like 
me, those of us who are victims of gen-
der violence, that’s already a type of win,” 
Zhou said outside the Haidian District 
People’s court in Beijing. 

The movement took off in 2018 in 
China when a college student in Beijing 
publicly accused her professor of sexual 
misconduct. MDT/AP

Activists Joshua Wong (right) and Ivan Lam are escorted by Correctional 
Services officers to prison, in Hong Kong, yesterday

HONG KONG

Activists Joshua Wong, 
Agnes Chow, Ivan Lam jailed
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

T
HREE prominent 
Hong Kong pro-de-
mocracy activists were 
sentenced to jail yester-

day for a protest outside police 
headquarters, as authorities ste-
pped up a crackdown on oppo-
sition to tighten Beijing’s control 
over the territory.

The activists — Joshua Wong, 
Agnes Chow and Ivan Lam — are 
among more than 10,000 people 
who have been arrested since 
June 2019 on charges related 
to protests against a proposed 
extradition law that expanded 
to include demands for greater 
democracy. 

Beijing responded to the pro-
tests by imposing a sweeping 
national security law to crack 
down on dissent, which promp-
ted more public opposition.

Wong, 24, is known abroad 
for his role as a student leader 
of the 2014 “Umbrella Revolu-
tion” protests in Hong Kong. He 

was sentenced to 13 1/2 mon-
ths in jail after pleading guilty 
to organizing and taking part in 
the June 21, 2019, demonstra-
tion outside Hong Kong’s poli-
ce headquarters to protest the 
now-withdrawn extradition bill 
and the use of force by police 
against protesters.

Chow was sentenced to 10 
months by the West Kowloon 
Magistrates’ Courts after plea-
ding guilty to participating and 
inciting other protesters. Lam 

pleaded guilty to incitement and 
was sentenced to 7 months.

The crackdown has promp-
ted accusations that Beijing is 
violating the autonomy it pro-
mised when the former British 
colony was returned to China 
in 1997. It also has triggered 
warnings that the ruling Com-
munist Party is damaging Hong 
Kong’s appeal as a global bu-
siness center and one of Asia’s 
most dynamic cities.

Other democracy advocates 

including media tycoon Jimmy 
Lai have also been arrested un-
der the security law.

The jailing of Wong, Chow 
and Lam drew a rebuke from 
Hong Kong’s last British gover-
nor, Chris Patten, who said in 
a statement that it “is another 
grim example of China’s deter-
mination to put Hong Kong in 
handcuffs.”

Amnesty International said 
the three “must be released im-
mediately and unconditionally.”

“Once again, the government 
has used the politically moti-
vated charge of ‘inciting others 
to protest’ to prosecute people 
who have merely spoken out 
and protested peacefully,” said 
the group’s Asia-Pacific regional 
director, Yamini Mishra.

“By targeting well-known ac-
tivists from Hong Kong’s largely 
leaderless protest movement, 
authorities are sending a war-
ning to anyone who dares open-
ly criticize the government that 
they could be next.” AP
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The leaders of the two world superpowers, the 
USA and the USSR, have declared an end to the 
Cold War after two days of storm-lashed talks at 
the Malta summit.

At a joint news conference held on board the So-
viet cruise ship, Maxim Gorky, the two men annou-
nced they had set the stage for big reductions in 
troops and weapons in Europe.

The Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev, also said: “I 
assured the President of the United States that I 
will never start a hot war against the USA.”

For his part, US President George Bush said: “We 
can realise a lasting peace and transform the Eas-
t-West relationship to one of enduring co-opera-
tion. That is the future that Chairman Gorbachev 
and I began right here in Malta.”

The Malta summit is being hailed as the most im-
portant since 1945 when Churchill, Stalin and Roo-
sevelt agreed a post-war plan for Europe at Yalta.

The two men have met face-to-face for the first 
time against a backdrop of fast-moving change in 
Eastern Europe.

In the past few weeks Hungary has opened its 
borders with the West, the Berlin Wall has fallen, 
followed by the government of Czechoslovakia. 
Only yesterday the fledgling East German govern-
ment of only seven weeks was also forced to resign.

Both leaders spoke hopefully of the changes 
sweeping Eastern Europe - but they also spoke of 
the need for caution, particularly with regard to the 
future of Germany and the prospect of reunifica-
tion.

Mr Bush said: “It is not for the United States to dic-
tate the pace of change in Germany or anywhere 
else.”

Mr Gorbachev said: “The world is leaving one epo-
ch and entering another. We are at the beginning of 
a long road to a lasting, peaceful era.

[…]
The two men have agreed to hold another summit 

in June next year.

Courtesy BBC News

1989 Malta suMMit ends 
              Cold War

In context
The Malta summit is regarded by many as the 
official end of the Cold War, although little of sub-
stance was actually agreed.
The summit followed a series of arms-reduction 
treaties between the two superpowers, including 
Salt II in 1979 and the Intermediate-range Nuclear 
Forces treaty in 1987.
Presidents Bush and Gorbachev went on to sign 
a treaty on Conventional Forces in Europe in No-
vember 1990, establishing parity between East and 
West, and the first of the Strategic Arms Reduction 
Treaties (Start) in December 1991.
The collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe 
continued with the fall of the Romanian govern-
ment and the reunification of Germany in 1990.
Although Mikhail Gorbachev was seen as a hero by 
the outside world, within the Soviet Union the slow 
progress of reform and declining economic con-
ditions eventually led to the break-up of the union 
and his resignation in December 1991.

this day in history

PANDEMIC

UK authorizes Pfizer 
coronavirus vaccine 
for emergency use
P

FIZER and BioN-
Tech say they’ve 
won permission 
yesterday for 

emergency use of their 
COVID-19 vaccine in Bri-
tain, the world’s first coro-
navirus shot that’s backed 
by rigorous science – and 
a major step toward even-
tually ending the pande-
mic.

The move makes Bri-
tain one of the first coun-
tries to begin vaccinating 
its population as it tries 
to curb Europe’s deadliest 
COVID-19 outbreak. 

Other countries aren’t 
far behind: The U.S. and 
the European Union also 
are vetting the Pfizer shot 
along with a similar vac-
cine made by competitor 
Moderna Inc. British re-
gulators also are conside-
ring another shot made by 
AstraZeneca and Oxford 
University. 

British media have re-
ported that hospitals in En-
gland have been told to get 
ready to start doing vacci-
nations for medical workers 
as early as next week.

Pfizer said it would im-
mediately begin shipping 
limited supplies to the 
U.K. – and has been gea-
ring up for even wider dis-
tribution if given a similar 
nod by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration, a 
decision expected as early 
as next week.

But doses everywhere 
are scarce, and initial su-
pplies will be rationed un-
til more is manufactured 
in the first several months 
of next year. 

Pfizer CEO Albert Bour-
la called the U.K. decision 
“a historic moment.”

“We are focusing on 
moving with the same le-
vel of urgency to safely 
supply a high-quality vac-
cine around the world,” 
Bourla said in a statement.

While the U.K. has or-
dered enough Pfizer vac-
cine for 20 million people, 
it’s not clear how many 
will arrive by year’s end. 
Adding to the distribu-
tion challenges, the Pfizer 
vaccine must be stored at 
ultra-cold temperatures. 
Two doses three weeks 

apart are required for pro-
tection.

The U.K. government 
says frontline health care 
workers and nursing 
home residents will be 
first in line to get vacci-
nated, followed by older 
adults.

But Prime Minister Bo-
ris Johnson has warned 
“we must first navigate 
a hard winter” of restric-
tions to try to curb the 
virus until there’s enough 
vaccine to go around for 
the U.K.’s

Every country has diffe-
rent rules for determining 
when an experimental 
vaccine is safe and effec-
tive enough to use. Inten-
se political pressure to be 
the first to roll out a rigo-
rously scientifically tes-
ted shot colored the race 
in the U.S. and Britain, 
even as researchers pled-
ged to cut no corners. In 
contrast, China and Rus-
sia have offered different 
vaccinations to their citi-
zens ahead of late-stage 
testing.

The shots made by 

U.S.-based Pfizer and its 
German partner BioNTe-
ch were tested in tens of 
thousands of people. And 
while that study isn’t com-
plete, early results suggest 
the vaccine is 95% effec-
tive at preventing mild to 
severe COVID-19 disease. 
The companies told regu-
lators that of the first 170 
infections detected in stu-
dy volunteers, only eight 
were among people who’d 
received the actual vacci-
ne and the rest had gotten 
a dummy shot.

“This is an extraordina-
rily strong protection,” Dr. 
Ugur Sahin, BioNTech’s 
CEO, recently told The As-
sociated Press.

The companies also 
reported no serious side 
effects, although vaccine 
recipients may experience 
temporary pain and flu-
-like reactions immediate-
ly after injections.

But experts caution 
that a vaccine cleared for 
emergency use is still ex-
perimental and the final 
testing must be comple-
ted. Still to be determi-
ned is whether the Pfizer-
-BioNTech shots protect 
against people spreading 
the coronavirus without 
showing symptoms. Ano-
ther question is how long 
protection lasts.

The vaccine also has 
been tested in only a small 
number of children, none 
younger than 12, and the-
re’s no information on its 
effects in pregnant wo-
men. MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Profits; 6- Bordeaux buddy; 9- Skin openings; 14- Choir members; 15- Against 

a proposition; 16- Aggregate of qualities that make good character; 17- Meaningless; 19- 
Shop shaper; 20- Paris possessive; 21- ___ take arms against...; 22- Layers; 23- Smooth-
talking; 25- Backing for an exhibit; 26- Hot water tank; 29- No. 2; 31- Nautical; 32- Like some 
mail; 36- Ayatollah’s land; 37- Give one star, say; 38- Bristles; 40- Lounges; 43- Cooking 
devices; 45- National competitor; 46- Free from ostentation; 47- Coeur d’___; 50- Minister 
to; 51- Frog sound; 52- Corp. VIP, briefly; 54- Doo-wop syllable; 57- “Casablanca” actor; 58- 
Yielding readily to opposition; 61- Grant portrayer; 62- Nav. officer; 63- Architectural piers; 
64- 1936 Cooper role; 65- ___ Dawn Chong; 66- Trials;
 
DOWN: 1- Openings; 2- Tropical plant; 3- How sweet ___!; 4- Smoking alternative; 5- 
Atl. crosser; 6- Harsh; 7- The majority of; 8- Words before “many words”; 9- Examine 
by touch; 10- Ph.D. hurdles; 11- Knot again; 12- Lucy’s landlady; 13- Gets the picture; 
18- French wine valley; 23- Reflect; 24- Spy 
novelist Deighton; 25- Part of i.e.; 26- ASCAP 
rival; 27- Long objects used to row a boat; 28- 
Dies ___; 29- Gather; 30- Capitol Hill abbr.; 
33- ___ Island; 34- Gutter site; 35- ____ Irae; 
37- Architect I.M.; 39- Queue after Q; 41- 
Large ships; 42- 12/24 or 12/31; 43- Slap; 
44- Rocky pinnacle; 47- “______ by any other 
name…”; 48- TV producer Michaels; 49- 
Having auricular protuberances; 50- _____ 
and desist; 51- Decked out; 52- Large jug 
or pitcher; 53- TV’s Warrior Princess; 54- 
Tennis matches are divided into these; 55- 
Warmth; 56- Citrus coolers; 59- Krazy ___; 
60- Compass dir.;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
No matter what kind of  
conversation you get involved 
in today, you need to make 
sure that you come off  in a 
good light. Your reputation is 
your top concern right now.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Eavesdrop much? An overheard 
conversation will likely make 
your blood boil. A preachy type 
of  person thinks they know all 
the answers—but you know 
better.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Keep your agenda hidden 
today, because there are a 
couple of  people around you 
who would try to change your 
mind if  they knew what you 
were really up to!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ll have the graceful balance 
of  an Olympic gymnast today, 
able to handle anything that 
comes your way with aplomb. 
This is a wonderful time in 
your life.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Is someone’s confidence striking 
you as just a bit too much like 
arrogance for you to admire? 
Big personalities are likely to 
feel just a little bit too big for 
you today.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Try to go out and meet someone 
new. It doesn’t have to be a new 
love interest or even a new friend. 
Just having a conversation with 
someone you’ve never talked to 
before will be a blast.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Mistakes happen, and assumptions 
are made from time to time—
there’s no harm in that. You made 
an assumption, and you were not 
correct. But don’t let your honest 
mistakes get you down in the dumps!

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You will definitely have to take the 
initiative today if  you want the 
day to go smoothly. The folks in 
charge don’t know as much about 
things as you do, and they could 
use a little help.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You have quite an original mind, 
which can be equal parts blessing 
and curse. It’s good that you have 
such a unique take on things, but 
it might be difficult to maintain 
your objectivity.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Today, your plans for the near future 
might have to be revised quite a 
bit—a wrench will get thrown into 
the works by someone who holds a 
lot of  power over you. There is little 
you can do other than react.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Despite the fact that you have 
been running around, all your 
projects are humming nicely 
along and your relationships are 
doing quite well. Spinning plates 
is your specialty today.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
There is a lack of  discipline in your 
life right now, which might make it 
difficult for you to know what to do! 
Without the structure you are used to 
following, the sheer number of  your 
choices risks becoming overwhelming.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
Sands China donates MOP600,000 to Tung Sin Tong

Swedish furnishing brand 
IKEA has prepared festive 
food items for the Macau 
population to consume in 
celebration of the approach 
of Christmas.

Sands China Ltd. re-
cently donated a sum of 
MOP600,000 to local cha-
rity Tung Sin Tong Chari-
table Society in support 

IKEA celebrates X’mas with festive cuisines
Taipa.

The brand is offering a 
feast suitable for six to eight 
people, with sausage, pota-
to patties, roast turkey, sa-
lad, pasta and the furnisher’s 
signature meatballs, for the 
price of MOP499.

Meanwhile, the furnisher 
has also put together a list of 
festive snacks and drinks to 
enrich the party experience. 
Gingerbread, gingerbread 
dough, and raisin buns, as 
well as alcoholic and non-al-
coholic mulled wines, are on 
sale for MOP10.

The café will also feature 
Christmas delicacies such 
as honeyed ham roast, por-
tobello orzo and turkey sau-
sages for dining in.

dent of Sands China Ltd., 
presented a ceremonial 
cheque to José Chui Sai 
Peng, President of the 
board of directors of Tung 
Sin Tong, and board mem-
bers Agnes Fok, Charles 
M. Choy and Benny Lam at 
a presentation ceremony 
at The Venetian Macao on 
November 27. 

The charitable society 
was founded in 1892 and 
since that time has been 
offering free medical ser-
vices, medicine, and free 
education.

Sands China has been 
a donor of Tung Sin Tong 
since 2004 and has so far 
given a total of more than 
MOP 7.7 million.

The delicacies will not 
have to be enjoyed inside 
the furnisher’s café at the 
Nova Mall; rather, they can 
also be pre-ordered and pi-
cked up at the IKEA store in 

of the non-governmental 
organization’s Decem-
ber-February fundraising 
campaign.

Dr. Wilfred Wong, Presi-

Tilman Fertitta, chief executive officer of Landry’s Inc.

GAMING

Texas billionaire 
Fertitta mulls IPO of 
casino, dining empire
TEXAS billionaire Tilman 

Fertitta is weighing taking a 
substantial part of his casino and 
restaurant empire public, accor-
ding to people with knowledge 
of the matter.

The discussions, prompted by 
the recent rally in equity marke-
ts, are preliminary and Fertitta 
hasn’t made a final decision, said 
the people, who asked not to 
be named because the talks are 
confidential.

An initial public offering cou-
ld include a substantial number 
of the casinos and restaurants 
that are under the Golden Nug-
get and Landry’s umbrellas, gi-
ving the company a valuation of 
several billion dollars, one of the 
people said. Fertitta would retain 
control through a stake of well 
over 50%, the same person said.

The sale would exclude other 
assets Fertitta owns through his 
main holding company - Ferti-
tta Entertainment - such as the 
National Basketball Association’s 
Houston Rockets, the people 
said. The 63-year-old has a net 
worth of around $6.4 billion, ac-
cording to the Bloomberg Billio-
naires Index.

A representative for Golden 
Nugget declined to comment.

The company’s 8.75% notes 
due 2025, extended gains after 
news of the potential IPO, jum-
ping by over a point to 104 cen-
ts on the dollar, the highest in 
nine months, according to Trace 
bond trading data.

Fertitta has relied on debt to 
fuel the growth of his companies, 
which include Golden Nugget 
casinos and restaurant chains 
such as Bubba Gump Shrimp 
and Del Frisco’s. The billionaire 
found himself struggling to keep 
his empire afloat this year amid 
the onset of the pandemic and a 
plunge in oil prices.

He furloughed tens of thou-
sands of employees to reduce 
costs and borrowed hundreds of 
millions of dollars at double-digit 
rates to navigate the pandemic.

The massive cuts allowed his 
casinos and restaurants to ab-
sorb the impact of the pandemic 
better than expected, according 
to people with knowledge of the 
businesses’ performance throu-
gh Sept. 30, who asked not to be 
identified because the results are 
private. MDT/BLOOMBERG

Australia bounces 
out of recession as 
economy grows 3.3%
AUSTRALIA’S economy 

grew by 3.3% in the third 
quarter, rebounding from its 
first recession in nearly three 
decades as it recovered from 
pandemic-related shocks, ac-
cording to figures released yes-
terday.

Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 
told reporters the country still 
has a lot of ground to make up 
from the coronavirus down-
turn.

“Australia’s recession may be 
over, but Australia’s economic 
recovery is not,” he said.

Despite the latest quarterly 
rise, the economy contracted at 
a 3.8% annual pace. That’s af-
ter GDP fell by 0.3% in the first 
quarter and then by a record 7% 
in the second quarter.

“But the Australian economy 
has demonstrated its remarka-
ble resilience and Australia is 
as well positioned as any other 
nation on Earth,” Frydenberg 
said. “Today’s national ac-
counts represent a major step 
forward in Australia’s economic 
recovery.”

Before this year, Australia 
had managed to avoid a reces-
sion for 28 years. The economy 
grew even during the global fi-
nancial crisis thanks to strong 
demand for Australia’s mineral 
exports and a robust domestic 
sector. 

The better-than-expected fi-
gures were encouraging, econo-
mists said. 

“The rebound in Q3 GDP 
reversed around 40% of the 
decline during the first half of 
the year and we expect output 
to return to pre-virus levels by 
mid-2021,” Ben Udy of Capital 

Economics said in a commen-
tary.

Now on top of the pandemic, 
Australia is enduring a spate of 
rocky relations with China, its 
biggest trading partner.

Frydenberg said the situation 
with China is “very serious” but 
his government is focusing on 
striking deals with other coun-
tries in Asia and beyond.

“We have great produce, and 
we have great services, and we 
have great resource sectors, 
and I’m very optimistic about 
the opportunities for our ex-
porters around the world,” he 
said.

Australia’s relationship with 
China worsened this week af-
ter a Chinese official tweeted 

a fake image of a grinning Aus-
tralian soldier holding a bloo-
died knife to a child’s throat.

Australian Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison called the ima-
ge “repugnant” and demanded 
an apology from the Chinese 
government. But China has not 
backed down.

The post took aim at alleged 
abuses by elite Australian sol-
diers during the conflict in Af-
ghanistan. 

Tensions have been growing 
this year since the Australian 
government called for an in-
dependent inquiry into the 
origins of the pandemic. China 
has imposed tariffs and other 
restrictions on a number of 
Australian exports. AP
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Atletico Madrid’s Joao Felix kicks the ball to score his side’s opening goal

FOOTBALL

Atlético concedes late to draw 
with Bayern Munich in CL
TALES AZZONI, MADRID

ATLÉTICO MADRID 1, BAYERN 1

A
TLÉTICO Madrid fai-
led to take advantage 
of Bayern Munich’s 
weakened squad yes-

terday [Macau time], conceding 
a late penalty in a 1-1 draw and 
squandering a chance to reach 
the knockout stage of the Cham-
pions League in advance.

Atlético was held against the 

depleted defending champions, 
which equalized with Thomas 
Müller’s penalty kick in the 86th 
minute after João Félix had put 
Atlético ahead in the first half.

“We are upset because we 
let a very important victory slip 
away,” Atlético’s Marcos Llorente 
said. “We fought hard and played 
well the entire match but allowed 
them to equalize with a penalty 
in the end. We leave with a bad 
taste in our mouths.”

A win would have been enou-

gh to give Atlético a spot in the 
round of 16 after Lokomotiv 
Moscow lost 3-1 to Salzburg at 
home, but the draw kept the Spa-
nish club only two points in front 
of third-place Salzburg. Diego 
Simeone’s team will need at least 
a draw when it visits Salzburg in 
the final round next week.

“We played a great match 
again,” Simeone said. “We cou-
ld have opened a bigger lead in 
the first half, but in the end the 
penalty cost us the victory. It 

hurts, but we are still alive going 
into the final match against Sal-
zburg.”

Bayern had already clinched 
first place after four consecutive 
victories in the group and rested 
several regular starters for the 
match in the Spanish capital. 
The defending champion rea-
ched 13 points, while Lokomotiv 
stayed with three.

Atlético looked in control 
for most of the match, creating 
most of the dangerous chances. 

Bayern threatened only a few 
times on counterattacks and its 
first attempt on target only came 
in the second half.

Félix put the hosts ahead 
from close range after a nice run 
through the right flank by Lloren-
te, who managed to make a pass 
toward the center of the area 
just before the ball crossed the 
end line. It was the ninth goal in 
the last 11 games with club and 
country for the Portugal inter-
national, who almost added his 
second with a strike that hit the 
crossbar in the 58th.

“We played well but we are 
frustrated for not being able to 
get this win, which would have 
put us in the last 16,” Félix said. 
“We had more opportunities to 
score than they had but we cou-
ldn’t capitalize on them like they 
did in the end.”

Müller evened the match 
from the penalty spot after he 
was brought down inside the 
area by Felipe, who entered in 
the second half to replace the in-
jured José María Giménez.

It was the third straight draw 
for Atlético in the Champions 
League after a win against Sal-
zburg and an opening 4-0 loss to 
Bayern in Germany.

Bayern rested several regular 
starters, including striker Robert 
Lewandowski, goalkeeper Ma-
nuel Neuer and midfielder Leon 
Goretzka. Coach Hansi Flick 
used two 17-year-old players in 
the starting lineup — Bright Ar-
rey-Mbi and Jamal Musiala.

Atlético was without Diego 
Costa because of an injury, and 
Simeone still couldn’t count on 
Luis Suárez after he recently tes-
ted positive for the coronavirus.

The draw ended Bayern’s run 
of 15 consecutive victories in the 
Champions League, but the Ger-
man powerhouse extended its 
unbeaten streak in away games 
in European competitions to 16 
matches.

Atlético extended its unbea-
ten run at home to 21 matches in 
all competitions, with its last loss 
at the Wanda Metropolitano Sta-
dium coming against Barcelona 
in the Spanish league exactly a 
year ago. AP
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Singapore becomes first country to 
approve sales of lab-created meat

Eat Just Inc., a maker of meat and egg substitutes, has been 
approved to sell its laboratory-created chicken in Singapore, 
which becomes the first government to allow the sale of cultured 
meat.

The product, created from animal cells without the slaughter 
of any chickens, will debut in Singapore under the GOOD Meat 
brand as a chicken bite with breading and seasoning in a single 
restaurant. Eat Just is initially working with local manufactu-
rer the Food Innovation and Resource Centre to make the cultured 
chicken. Additionally, the company is buying more equipment to 

expand sales to other restaurants - and eventually grocery stores.
“We want Singapore to be the focus of our manufacturing globally,” 

Chief Executive Officer Josh Tetrick said in an interview. “They’re just 
really forward thinking in building an enabling environment for this 
kind of work.”

He added that the chicken’s flavor and taste are the same as the real 
thing.

Singapore is moving quickly to allow the sale of alternative pro-
teins like cultured meat, a move that fits into its broader food-securi-
ty agenda.

OPINION
World Views
Marcus Ashworth, MDT/Bloomberg

Spain Authorities in 
Madrid yesterday held 
a ceremony to open 
part of a 1,000-bed 
emergency hospital for 
COVID-19 patients that 
critics say is no more 
than a vanity project, a 
building with beds not 
ready to receive patients 
and unnecessary now 
that the virus resurgence 
and hospitalizations 
are waning. Around 200 
health professionals 
gathered yesterday at 
the entrance of the Nurse 
Isabel Zendal Hospital 
in Madrid as officials 
entered the state-of-
the-art facility, built in 
100 days at a cost of 100 
million euros.

Brazil Dozens of gunmen 
armed with assault rifles 
invaded a city in southern 
Brazil overnight yesterday 
and took control of the 
streets as they assaulted 
a local bank. At least 30 
assailants and 10 cars 
were involved in the 
well-planned operation, 
Anselmo Cruz, head 
of the state police’s 
robbery and kidnapping 
department, told a news 
conference, speaking 
alongside the governor 
and the mayor. They 
blocked access to the city 
— including with burning 
vehicles — to prevent 
police reinforcements 
from responding swiftly, 
and deployed explosives 
in the robbery.

Kenya In a breakthrough 
a month after deadly 
conflict cut off Ethiopia’s 
Tigray region from 
the world, the United 
Nations said it and the 
Ethiopian government 
have signed a deal to 
allow “unimpeded” 
humanitarian access, 
at least for areas under 
federal government 
control after the prime 
minister’s declaration of 
victory over the weekend. 
This will allow the first 
food, medicines and 
other aid into the region 
of 6 million people that 
has seen rising hunger 
during the fighting 
between the federal 
and Tigray regional 
governments.
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The City of London’s 
supremacy goes very deep

Nerves are fraying about what happens to the finan-
cial services industry once the dust clears from Brexit. 
No one really knows whether there will be some form 
of equivalence between the City of London and the Eu-
ropean Union on securities trading, even if common 
rules on derivatives clearing have been extended until 
mid-2022. 

Those bankers who were asking the “can I trade?” 
question have been reassured by their employers’ com-
prehensive contingency planning. Wall Street’s finest 
have had to make sure there will be no disruptions for 
their clients. The implementation of new mirror trading 
venues on the continent has picked up pace with recent 
announcements by Goldman Sachs Group Inc. and the 
London Stock Exchange’s Turquoise Europe platform. 
But that is prudent planning to ensure smooth access 
for clients, not a guarantee that trading volumes will 
migrate from London.

The more important medium-term question for tra-
ders and their clients, when thinking about taking their 
business across the Channel, will be “how much more 
will this cost me?” and “why should I change?” Until the 
post-Brexit regulatory regime is set in stone, liquidity 
will determine the answer.

Until critical mass has built across European marke-
tplaces, it might not be practicable — or cost-effective 
— to shift much business from London, beyond what 
has to be traded within the EU. And even Brussels mi-
ght balk at forcing the finance industry’s hand with a 
sudden grab for full regulatory control. It would be far 
better to win business that sticks for continental Euro-
pe’s capitals via a better product or an old-fashioned 
price battle.

Institutions first and foremost need to go to where the 
volume is to get trades completed efficiently, and the 
real risk for Europe is that liquidity becomes dispersed 
in several small national pools rather than the catch-
-all, deeper venues in London. Longer-term trading 
costs will rise if people are forced to trade within the 
EU, but can’t optimize their capital usage over different 
national venues.

A Dutch fund manager will be trading in German, Ita-
lian and French assets too. Can Europe offer them the 
same costs as if they were trading all of this stuff in one 
place? Take cross-margining, where the collateral re-
quired to finance one bunch of trades can also be used 
to offset against other pools of trades. This is a substan-
tial benefit that London provides courtesy of a single 
infrastructure that Europe can’t replicate.

That’s why bankers and hedge funds will always love 
London. The City is a global marketplace, whereas the 
EU is looking to control flows of euro-denominated 
trading. It’s logical for the EU to want jurisdiction over 
these markets now the U.K. is separating. But it’s impor-
tant to understand why so much of it is London-based 
in the first place. This is about free will not regulatory 
strong-arming.

London has become the dominant financial hub be-
cause of lower costs, ample liquidity and a relatively 
proactive regulatory mindset. Unless European market 
venues can compete commercially, volumes will remain 
largely where they are. It’s one thing for EU regulators 
to build their desired market architecture, but another 
to fill the space. The City of London has decades of ex-
perience in devising clever ways to take risk outside of 
restricted-access markets.

The only real example of a successful European at-
tempt at seizing back control is the benchmark German 
Bund futures contract, which used to be traded largely 
on the London International Financial Futures Exchan-
ge. The Deutsche Terminboerse won the “Battle of the 
Bund” in 1997 by incentivizing the big German banks 
to trade on the domestic exchange — which they part-
-owned — with lower costs. It required a more attractive 
proposition to prevail. The DTB’s current owner, Deu-
tsche Boerse AG, might win some of London’s deriva-
tives trading and clearing business if it remembers this 
episode.

Still, never count out the innate adaptability of Lon-
don, especially if Brussels overdoes the regulatory regi-
me.

THAILAND

Prime minister Prayuth 
acquitted of ethics 
breach amid protests
GRANT PECK, BANGKOK

THAILAND’S highest 
court yesterday acquit-

ted Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha of breaching 
ethics clauses in the coun-
try’s constitution, allowing 
him to stay in his job.

The Constitutional Court 
ruled on a complaint brou-
ght by the Pheu Thai party, 
the largest opposition grou-
ping in Parliament, that 
Prayuth had broken the law 
by continuing to live in his 
military residence after he 
retired as army commander 
in September 2014.

The complaint alleged 
that he broke constitutional 
articles barring government 
ministers from receiving 
special benefits from state 
agencies or enterprises be-
cause that would amount 
to a conflict of interest. If a 
minister is found guilty of 
violating ethical standards, 
the official is to be 
disqualified and 
forced to step down.

The nine-judge 
panel agreed with 
an army explana-
tion that retired se-
nior officers such as 
Prayuth are allowed 
to stay in army hou-
sing in recognition 
of their service.

The ruling co-
mes as Prayuth has 
been dealing with a 
persistent student-
-led pro-democracy 
movement that has been 
holding frequent well-at-
tended rallies demanding 
that he and his government 
step down, charging that 
they came to power illegiti-
mately.

Even before the court 
convened yesterday, the 
protesters had called a rally 
to respond to the verdict.

“Thailand’s justice sys-
tem has completely lost its 
integrity. The court’s ver-
dict today shows they look 
down on the people. This 
will fuel people’s anger and 
be the condition that drives 
our rallies to a higher level,” 
a protest leader, Parit “Pen-

guin” Chiwarak, told The 
Associated Press.

As army commander, 
Prayuth led a coup in May 
2014 that ousted an elected 
government led by the Pheu 
Thai party. He then headed 
the junta that ruled for five 
years and was also prime 
minister in the military-gui-
ded government.

A general election last 
year brought to power a 
proxy party established by 
the military, which with its 
allies selected Prayuth to 
serve again as prime minis-
ter. The ongoing protests 
charge that the 2017 cons-
titution established under 
military rule gave the pro-
xy Palang Pracharath Party 
an unfair advantage in the 
election.

When Prayuth and seve-
ral of his Cabinet ministers 
faced a censure debate in 
Parliament in February, 
opposition leader Som-
pong Amornwiwat of the 
Pheu Thai party raised the 

issue of whether Prayuth 
had acted illegally by con-
tinuing to live at his army 
residence at a base in Ban-
gkok.

Prayuth’s defense has 
been that the official resi-
dence of the prime minister 
is undergoing renovation, 
and also that he faces se-
curity concerns.

The army argued on his 
behalf that his mi-
litary housing is 
actually a VIP guest 
house, though cri-
tics suggest that if 
he did not pay at 
least for water and 
electricity, he may 
be breaking the 
law.

The court said 
that senior officers 
such as Prayu-
th were entitled 
to live in military 
housing as special 

guests in honor of their 
military careers. Depu-
ty Prime Minister Prawit 
Wongsuwan and Interior 
Minister Anupong Pao-
chinda were given the same 
privilege, former army chief 
Gen. Apirat Kongsompong 
declared before his retire-
ment this past September. 
The court also said the cur-
rent chief, Gen. Narongpan 
Jittkeawtae, had explained 
that the army’s regulations 
allow it to pay for utilities 
and other necessary costs 
in such instances.

In the past 12 years, court 
rulings have ousted three 
Thai prime ministers. AP

A well-wisher hugs Thailand’s Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-ocha in 
Samut Songkhram province yesterday

”Thailand’s 
justice system has 

completely lost 
its integrity. The 

court’s verdict 
shows they look 

down on the people.
PROTEST LEADER PARIT


