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Hong Kong media tycoon 
Jimmy Lai, an outspoken 
advocate for democrac,y 
was granted bail nearly 
three weeks after he was 
remanded in custody 
over fraud and national 
security-related charges on 
December 12.

Japan is barring entry of 
all nonresident foreign 
nationals as a precaution 
against a new and 
potentially more contagious 
coronavirus variant that has 
spread across Britain. The 
Foreign Ministry says the 
entry ban will start today 
and last through Jan. 31. 

Japan aims to eliminate 
gasoline-powered vehicles 
in about 15 years, the 
government said Friday 
in a plan to achieve Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga’s 
ambitious pledge to go 
carbon free by 2050 and 
generate nearly $2 trillion 
growth in green business 
and investment. 

Pakistan At least seven 
security men were killed 
when a group of militants 
attacked a paramilitary 
checkpoint early yesterday 
in a province rocked for 
years by an insurgency, a 
statement from Pakistan’s 
army said. Officials say 
gunmen attacked the 
Frontier Corps post in 
the district of Harnai in 
Baluchistan province.

Afghanistan A series of 
explosions hit the Afghan 
capital, killing at least four 
people including two police 
officers, officials said. The 
deaths were caused by a 
sticky bomb attached to a 
police vehicle detonated 
in western Kabul, police 
spokesman Ferdaws 
Faramarz said. The 
explosion wounded two 
civilians.
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BETTER THAN EXPECTED
Tourist arrivals and hotel occupancy rate exceed city’s anticipations

Gov’t signs collaboration agreement with 
China Media Group to boost sports, culture 

Quarantine 
measures 
extended
to more 

Mainland 
cities

 P2  P3

LY
N

ZY
 V

AL
LE

S



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
28.12.2020 mon

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

2

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF (DIRECTOR)_Paulo Coutinho paulocoutinho@macaudailytimes.com  
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS_Leanda Lee, Severo Portela, Sheyla  Zandonai

NEWSROOM AND CONTRIBUTORS_Albano Martins, Annabel 
Jackson, Anthony Lam, Daniel Beitler, Emilie Tran, Irene Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,  Jacky I.F. 
Cheong, Jenny Lao-Phillips, João Palla Martins, Joseph Cheung, Julie Zhu, Juliet Risdon, Linda 
Kennedy, Lynzy Valles, Paulo Cordeiro de Sousa, Renato Marques, Richard Whitfield, Viviana Seguí  
DESIGNERS_Eva Bucho, Miguel Bandeira | ASSOCIATE CONTRIBUTORS_JML Property, MdME Lawyers, 
PokerStars, Ruan Du Toit Bester | NEWS AGENCIES_ Associated Press, Bloomberg, MacauHub, MacauNews, Xinhua  
SECRETARY_Yang Dongxiao amy@macaudailytimes.com

A MACAU TIMES PUBLICATIONS LTD PUBLICATION

ADMINISTRATOR AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
Kowie Geldenhuys kowie@macaudailytimes.com 
OFFICE MANAGER Juliana Cheang juliana@macaudailytimes.com 
ADDRESS  Av. da Praia Grande, 599, Edif. Comercial Rodrigues, 12 Floor C, 
MACAU SAR Telephones: +853 287 160 81/2 Fax: +853 287 160 84 
Advertisement advertising@macaudailytimes.com 
For subscription and general issues:
general@macaudailytimes.com | Printed at Welfare Printing Ltd

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Like us on facebook.com/mdtimes
+19,500

REACHING OUT!

send newsworthy information and press releases to: newsroom@macaudailytimes.com website: www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

Dear Editor,

On Sunday evening [last week], I wit-
nessed a youth sports event that resulted 
in a young boy being rushed to the hos-
pital. The different behaviors that led to 
this unfortunate incident made me stop 
and reflect on the current state of  our 
youth sports programs. Aren’t youth 
development programs meant to help 
nurture our young and teach them the 

values of  sportsmanship, teamwork, 
respect and discipline? This evening 
was the exact opposite - there was an-
ger,  disrespect,  indifference  and  total 
disregard for the rules by players, coa-
ches, sports officials and spectators.  

Perhaps it is time for us to step back 
and examine ourselves. Have we made 
“winning” the ultimate objective of  
youth sports? Are we placing a heavy 
weight and burden on our youth to 

win at all cost?  What happened to the 
joy of  the game?  

As adults, parents, educators, coa-
ches,  referees  and  sport officials  –  are 
we setting good examples for our you-
ng? Do we abide by social manners 
and exhibit human decency? Do we 
explain and insist that the players un-
derstand and live by the laws of  fair 
play? Do we teach them the rules of  
conduct in sports and keep them ac-

countable for poor behavior?  Perhaps 
it is time that we do.  

There is enough hatred, disrespect 
and anger in the world. Shouldn’t we 
try to give our youth an environment 
where there is a chance to change thin-
gs for the better? After all, a victory in 
sports is short-lived, but the memory of  
human decency will stay for a lifetime. 

A Soccer Parent 

Letter to the Editor

Weather 
bureau warns 
of cold New 
Year’s Eve

The Meteorological and 
Geophysical Bureau 
forecasts that the 
weather on New Year’s 
Eve and New Year’s 
Day will be cold, with a 
minimum temperature of 
around 6 degrees Celsius. 
A winter monsoon will 
arrive on Wednesday, 
pushing the temperature 
from around 20 degrees 
Celsius on Tuesday down 
to a low of 9 degrees 
Celsius . A correct 
forecast will make the end 
of this year the coldest 
since 2005, which had a 
low of 4 degrees Celsius 
on New Year’s Day.

Consumption 
Card to be 
turned into 
common 
Macau Pass

As the consumption card 
scheme will conclude at 
the end of this month, 
the technology provider, 
Macau Pass, has recently 
announced that the over 
600,000 cards currently 
in the market will be 
turned into common 
Macau Pass cards from 
January 20. Holders 
of the consumption 
cards wil l  be able to 
use the card for daily 
payments after certain 
procedures, which will 
only be announced 
later on.

EV sales double 
this year

Records from the 
Macau Motor Traders 
Association indicate 
that sales of electric 
vehicles have doubled 
this year, revealed Daniel 
Cheng, director-general 
of the association. In 
comparison, overall car 
sales have dropped for 
about 10%. Cheng sees 
this as a satisfactory 
trajectory for EV 
development and thinks 
the vehicles will win a 
certain market segment. 
He also calls on the 
government to improve 
recycling processes for 
the used batteries of EV 
taxis. 

Gov’t signs collaboration 
with China Media Group to 
promote sports, culture
STAFF REPORTER

THE SAR government struck a 
strategic collaboration agree-

ment with China’s chief state me-
dia company China Media Group 
(CMG) on December 26, with a 
view to capitalize on CMG’s clout 
to give Macau’s sports industry a 
stronger presence and foothold, 
as well as better integrate the city 
into the nation’s development. 

In the partnership, both par-
ties agreed to co-host the second 
season of “Top Speed China” in 
2021, an online racing event si-
mulator founded in 2020 and 
produced by the sports channel 
of CCTV, one of the divisions of 
CMG. 

Following the signing cere-
mony, Chief Executive (CE) Ho 
Iat Seng officiated the inaugu-
ration ceremony of “Top Speed 
China” that same day at the Ma-
cau Science Center. He said in his 
opening remarks that the esports 
event will “unleash new oppor-
tunities for the promotion and 
development of Macau’s sports 
events.”

“We will continue to team 
up with CMG to open up more 
channels for circulating infor-
mation about sports events, ac-
celerate the development of the 
city’s sports industry, deepen the 
city’s economic diversification 
and shape Macau into a World 
Center of Tourism and Leisure,” 
Ho added. 

As per the accord, the final 
of the upcoming season of “Top 
Speed China” is set to take place 
in Macau in 2021, with players 
racing on the Guia Circuit. 

Ho believes the Guia Circuit — 
an iconic and challenging circuit, 

which has also been recognized 
as one the world’s most famous 
street circuits — will help inject 
big doses of excitement into the 
match and broaden its appeal.

Ho regards CMG as a leader, 
steering the development of the 
radio and television industry. He 
vowed to use the influence and 
broad appeal of CMG to better 
coordinate and organize Macau’s 
key publicity reporting, promo-
te the city’s diverse culture, and 
power the development of the 
sports industry. 

Aside from sports events, 
the agreement also indicated 
that the SAR government and 
CMG will deepen cooperations, 
making a series of productions, 

including news reports, film and 
television dramas, documenta-
ries and cultural programs. 

Another highlight of the part-
nership will be the production 
of two extensive documentaries, 
“Aerial China Macau” and “The 
Taste of Macau,” both of which 
will be presented in 4K resolu-
tion. Both parties will tap into the 
two programs to increase Ma-
cau’s exposure and allure throu-
gh its heritage sites, manifold 
culture and local cuisine. 

President of CMG Shen Hai-
xiong said during the signing ce-
remony that CMG would make 
the most of its resources to bring 
more world-class events for Ma-
cau’s citizens and strive to broa-

dcast the New Year’s Gala in Ma-
cau. In addition, the company 
will work closely with the SAR 
government to position CMG as 
a media hub, which will be desig-
nated to enhance cooperations 
with Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries.

The agreement between the 
government and CMG was signed 
at the Macau Government Head-
quarters by Secretary for Social 
Affairs and Culture Elsie Ao Ieong 
U and the director of CMG’s Hong 
Kong, Macau and Taiwan Office 
Xing Bo. It was witnessed by Ma-
cau’s CE, the president of CMG 
and vice-director of the Central 
People’s Government Liaison Of-
fice in Macau Zhang Rongshun. 
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Hotel occupancy rate increased 
during Christmas holiday

Quarantine measures extended to more mainland China cities 
THE Novel Coronavirus 

Response and Coordina-
tion Center has recently an-
nounced that the quarantine 
period will be lengthened to 
21 days for individuals arri-
ving from places outside of 
mainland China. The deci-
sion was made in response 
to the fast spreading corona-
virus variant, the center ex-
plained.

Currently, only Macau, 
mainland China, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan residents are 
allowed into Macau, unless 
residents of the last three 
groups have visited a country 
outside of the Greater China 
Region in the 21 days prior. 
A small group of nationals 
from other countries, on the 
other hand, are also allowed 
in if they fulfil certain requi-
rements.

In addition, the center’s 
list of mid-risk areas is expan-
ding, with several Chinese 
administrative regions in-
cluded. Entrants from these 
regions will be quarantined 
for 14 days as they arrive in 
Macau.

The list of Chinese regions 

includes Beijing’s Nanfaxin 
and Gaoliying Townships, 
Shenli Street in Beijing’s 
Shunyi District, and Dashan-
zi Community of Jiuxian-
qiao Subdistrict in Beijing’s 
Chaoyang District.

The list also includes Pi-
tong Town, Xipu Town and 
Tangchang Town in Pidu Dis-
trict; and Tiaodenghe Sub-
district of Chenghua District 
in Chengdu, Sichuan. Several 
regions in Inner Mongolia, 
Heilongjiang, Xinjiang and 
Liaoning are also on the list.

On Saturday, mainland 

China reported 22 newly 
confirmed Covid-19 cases, 
including 12 locally trans-
mitted cases and 10 arriving 
from outside the Mainland, 
the National Health Com-
mission said yesterday.

Seven of the locally trans-
mitted cases were reported 
in northeast China’s Liao-
ning Province, while five 
were reported in Beijing, the 
commission said in its daily 
report.

Meanwhile, Beijing has 
urged residents not to leave 
the city during the Lunar New 

Year holiday in February, im-
plementing new restrictions 
after several new infections 
last week.

Two domestic cases were 
reported on Friday, a con-
venience store worker and 
a Hewlett Packard Enterpri-
se employee. Another two 
asymptomatic cases were 
discovered in Beijing earlier 
in the week.

Beijing is conducting 
targeted testing in the nei-
ghborhoods and workpla-
ces where the cases were 
found.

To contain any new ou-
tbreaks, the Beijing govern-
ment has also canceled lar-
ge gatherings such as sports 
events and temple fairs. It 
says applications for any 
major events will be strictly 
reviewed. Venues such as 
cinemas, libraries and mu-
seums have to operate at 
75% capacity, the govern-
ment said.

It also called on com-
panies not to arrange bu-
siness trips outside the city 
and abroad.

Lunar New Year is on Fe-
bruary 12.

Separately, officials in the 
northeastern port city of 
Dalian said on Friday that 
they had tested over 4.75 
million people for Covid-19 
after 24 confirmed infec-
tions this month.

Authorities have shut 
schools and public spaces 
in five neighborhood divi-
sions in Dalian, and only 
essential workers can leave 
their compounds to go to 
work. MDT/AP

STAFF REPORTER

T
HE Director of Macao Go-
vernment Tourism Office 
(MGTO) Maria Helena de 
Senna Fernandes told the 

media on the sidelines of an event 
earlier that the city’s hotels had fa-
red well during the Christmas ho-
liday, with some even achieving an 
occupancy rate of 80%. 

“Since most visitors opted to 
stay overnight in Macau [during 
Christmas] we can see some ho-
tels performed well in terms of oc-
cupancy rate,” Fernandes said. 

She ascribed the uptick in the 
hotel occupancy rate partly to the 
government’s ongoing promo-
tional efforts targetting mainland 
visitors. They included hotel dis-
counts, airfare roll-backs and cash 
vouchers. 

She stressed that authorities 
will carry on with the promotion 
strategy to entice more mainlaind 
holidaymakers to travel to Macau.

Chairman of Travel Industry 
Council Andy Wu said Macau’s 
overall hotel occupancy rate stood 
at 40% to 50% during the Christ-
mas holiday, as stated in a report 
published by Bastille Post. 

The occupancy rate for hotels 
on the Cotai Strip even reached 

80%, a noticeable improvement 
compared to Golden Week in Oc-
tober, Wu said. 

Wu added that mainland visi-
tors were attracted by the gover-
nment’s tourism promotions and 
more inclined to stay overnight 
during the festive period. But he 
indicated that if the recent ou-
tbreaks of Covid-19 cases repor-

ted in some parts of 
mainland China were 
not kept in check, it 
might prevent visitors 
from travelling to Ma-
cau. 

Fernandes said she 
expected the number of daily vi-
sitor arrivals in Macau to stay at 
around 24,000 during the Christ-

mas period. On Christmas Day, 
Macau registered a total 27,800 
visitor arrivals

On December 24 and 25, Ma-
cau registered a total of around 
160,000 daily arrivals, according 
to the latest data provided by the 
Public Security Police Force (PSP). 
Among all arrivals, 135,000 ente-
red Macau from the Border Gate 
at Portas do Cerco, while another 
12,000 came through Hengqin 
Port. 

Total passenger traffic was re-
corded at 310,000 that same day, 
an aggregate of 160,000 inbound 
passengers and 150,000 outbou-
nd passengers. Meanwhile, some 
29,300 people departed the SAR in 
the same period. 

According to the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC), Macau 
recorded a total of 636,351 visi-
tor arrivals in November, up 9.3% 
month-to-month, yet down 78.1% 
year-on-year. 

Overnight visitors and same-
-day visitors contributed roughly 
the same share in November, to-
taling 323,794 and 312,557 res-
pectively. Meanwhile, the average 
length of stay among visitors that 
month increased by 0.5 days to 1.7 
days year-on-year.

In terms of the source of visi-
tors, the number of mainland vi-
sitors fell by 71.0% year-on-year 
to 588,511, with those travelling 
under the Individual Visit Scheme 
adding up to 197,311. Visitors from 
the nine Pearl River Delta cities 
in the Greater Bay Area totalled 
327,413, of whom 159,079 (48.6%) 
came from Zhuhai. Meanwhile, 
there were 43,178 visitors from 
Hong Kong and 4,589 from Taiwan.

Mainland cities included in 
Macau’s list of mid-risk areas

BEIJING

CHENGDU

Nanfaxin and Gaoliying Townships

Shenli Street in  Shunyi District

Dashanzi Community of Jiuxianqiao Subdis-

trict in Chaoyang District

Pitong Town, Xipu Town and Tangchang 
Town in Pidu District
Tiaodenghe Subdistrict of Chenghua District

Several regions in Inner Mongolia, Heilongji-
ang, Xinjiang and Liaoning 

On Christmas Day, 
Macau registered 

a total 27,800 
visitor arrivals 
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MLawmaker 
warns locals 
to watch for 
mainland 
propert y scams

Lawmaker Leung 
Sun Lok calls on the 
locals to stay vigilant 
regarding property 
scams in mainland 
China, especially off-
plan properties which 
have accounted for over 
90% of dispute cases 
regarding cross-border 
property sales. To avoid 
unwanted losses, Leung 
suggests that local 
buyers check whether 
mainland developers 
possess the necessary 
certificates, such as 
land use permits and 
construction permits, 
before purchasing a 
property in China. They 
should also pay attention 
to the terms and 
conditions whilst signing 
the contract.

MORS 
introduced in 
China for the 
first time
 
The Macao Occupational 
Skil ls Recognition System 
(MORS) was introduced 
in Guangzhou for the 
first time. The endeavor 
was carried out by the 
Guangzhou Municipal 
Government, enterprises 
in the region and the 
Macau Institute for 
Tourism Studies (IFTM). 
The four-day program 
wil l  offer training to 25 
tourism trainees in China. 
The MORS encompasses 
certification schemes for 
16 tourism professions. 

DSE proposed 
to manage 
economic, 
scientific 
affairs 

The government is 
renaming the Macao 
Economic Bureau 
(DSE) to the Economic 
and Technological 
Development Bureau,  in 
the hope of authorizing 
more functions. 
Once the regulation 
comes into effect, 
the Transferência 
Electrónica de Dados 
- Macau EDI Van,  S.A. 
wi l l  a lso integrate into 
the new economic 
authority.  The local 
government hopes to 
strengthen promotion 
and improvement of 
the electronic customs 
declaration system. The 
regulation wi l l  come into 
effect on February 1. 

Commentators, ANM oppose 
gov’t plans for Sai Van 

Proposal for new bureau to 
be established in February 
THE Executive Council 

(ExCo) has comple-
ted the draft for an ad-
ministrative regulation 
regarding the integration 
of two government de-

partments, after sugges-
ting the creation of a new 
bureau called the Gover-
nment Headquarters Af-
fairs Bureau.

From February, the 

Government Head Office 
Auxiliary Bureau and the 
Protocol, Public Rela-
tions and External Affairs 
Office will be merged 
into one bureau which 

will handle government 
affairs. 

Once the regulation 
comes into effect, the 
bureau will be led by one 
director and two deputy-
-directors, and will have 
three departments and 
eight divisions. 

The Government Head 
Office Auxiliary Bureau 
currently has over 360 
employees supporting 

the daily operations of 
the Chief Executive office 
and of the offices of the 
secretaries. 

The Protocol, Public 
Relations and External 
Affairs Office has over 50 
people currently.

In addition, the Direc-
tor of the Information 
Bureau will start ser-
ving as the government 
spokesperson. JZ

ANTHONY LAM

TWO draft planning condition 
graphs on the future of se-

veral land plots between the Sai 
Van and the Nam Van Lakes have 
received negative feedback from 
commentators and the New Ma-
cau Association (ANM) regarding 
the manner of consultation and 
the direction.

The public consultation on the 
draft started before the Christ-
mas holidays and will end to-
morrow. The ANM described the 
impromptu process as “a raid.”

In the draft graphs, it was re-
commended that the height 
clearances for land plots C1 to 
C4, C12 and C14, which are loca-
ted around the current Criminal 
Court Building of the Court of 
First Instance and the Legislative 
Assembly Building, be relaxed. If 
this is approved, buildings as tall 
as 50 meters may be built on the 
plots.

Cultural commentator Pan 
Lei noted on his social media 
account that should the plan be 

approved, there will be a strong 
impact on the view both from 
and to Penha Church.

His opinion is that the pro-
posed changes will obstruct the 
views from the Penha Hill. 
“It will be difficult to view 
the entirety of the Nobre 
de Carvalho Bridge and 
not even a bit of the sea,” 
Lei wrote.

Lei stressed that he likes 
to bring friends from out-
side of Macau to enjoy the 
views from Penha Church 
because the view “is the 
best witness of Macau’s 
‘Hill-Sea-City’ landscape.”

Meanwhile, urban planner 
Manuel Iok Pui Ferreira, who is 
also member of the Cultural He-
ritage Advisory Committee, ho-
pes the government to not “make 
a bad start.”

When interviewed by local 
Chinese media outlet All About 
Macau, the urban planner said he 
sees the need for scientific asses-
sment of the views. “It is impossi-
ble that the developments can go 

ahead with just two drafts,” Fer-
reira said, noting that the lakesi-
de is the only remaining undeve-
loped waterside area on the sou-
thern tip of the Macau Peninsula.

Ferreira further explained that 
the impact on views is calculated 
scientifically in many jurisdic-
tions, such as the U.K., Singapore, 
Taiwan or mainland China. It is 
an international habit to conduct 
such calculations before any de-
velopment in or around sensitive 
areas.

Speaking to the same Chinese 
media outlet, urban planner Lam 
Iek Chit foresees an impact on the 
views between Penha Hill and No-

bre do Carvalho Bridge. The speci-
fic nature of the impact is difficult 
to predict because no information 
about the design of the buildings 
has been released.

The height of the current 
Court Building is 41 meters. 
The proposed extended hei-
ght is 50.8 meters. Lam dou-
bts that this will bring a great 
deal of benefit, with a diffe-
rence of just three floors’ 
and a narrow land plot.

Furthermore, Lam won-
ders whether the govern-
ment has violated the Ur-
ban Planning Law, because 

the current draft graphs do not 
disclose a sufficient amount of in-
formation.

When speaking to Chinese 
newspaper Cheng Pou, Chan Tak 
Seng, a former member of the Ur-
ban Planning Committee, admit-
ted that other regions do not treat 
seaside areas the way that Macau 
does.

“When the damage becomes 
decimation, others will not res-
pect the city,” Chan said.

”It is impossible that 
the developments can 

go ahead with just 
two drafts.

MANUEL IOK PUI FERREIRA 
URBAN PLANNER
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China’s sim racing finale to 
permanently be held in Macau
RENATO MARQUES

C
HINA’S National Simu-
lator Racing Grand Prix 
(SRGP) Grand Final will 
be hosted in Macau per-

manently, the organizers annou-
nced on Saturday at a ceremony 
at the Macao Science Center. 
The ceremony marked the laun-
ch of the second season of “Top 
Speed China,” a television pro-
gramme which is broadcast on 
networks under the China Media 
Group.

The announcement came af-
ter the GBA SRGP 2020 was hos-
ted in Macau last week at City of 
Dreams Macau. Beijing sim racer 
Yin Zheng became the 2020 natio-
nal champion at the event. Shen-
zhen’s Zheng Zhaojie and Guang-
zhou’s Huang Kuisheng also stood 
on the podium.

Pleased with his win, Yin said, 
“I’m very pleased that I won the 
championship. I felt that I was 
lucky because the other players 
were also very strong. Participa-
ting in this competition was a 
striking experience. This competi-
tion used Macau’s Guia Circuit as 

the race track so I also paid a visit 
to the actual circuit this time when 
I came to Macau. I will be happy 
to join again if similar events are 
happening in the future.”

The event, which was hosted 
in Macau for the first time, was 
jointly supported by the Macau 
Sports Bureau and Sports Bureau 
of Guangdong Province. It was 
also co-organized by the Guang-

dong Automobile and Motor 
Sports Federation and L&L Sailing 
Up Sports. The Grand Finale saw 
18 national finalists that compe-
ted for the final win in a simulator 
race around the Guia Circuit.

After becoming very popular 
over the last few years, espor-
ts took a great leap forward this 
year due to the Covid-19 pande-
mic. Several international cham-

pionships used the platform to 
promote racing during periods 
where traveling and organizing 
real races was not possible.

New esports, such as the SRGP, 
have also arisen during this time. 
The SRGP was launched in mid-
-October this year in collabora-
tion with Chinese Central Televi-
sion (CCTV), which broadcasted 
the races held in Jiangmen, Guan-
gzhou, Zhuhai, Hong Kong, and 
Macau, both online and on sate-
llite TV.

According to figures cited 
by CCTV, the event recorded a 
viewership of over 60 million 
spectators both online and offline.

The tournament, which started 
at the regional level, had a total 
of 15,000 participants. The best 
36 players qualified to enter the 
Grand Finale of GBA SRGP 2020 in 
Macau.

In a statement, co-organizers 
Melco Resorts and Entertainment 
justified their support and hosting 
of the event, saying, “Esports has 
developed to become an attracti-
ve contemporary entertainment 
option, and Melco is delighted to 
bring this emerging new genera-

tion sport and entertainment ex-
perience to Macau.”

The local gaming concessio-
naire also added, “As a global lea-
der in integrated resorts, Melco 
is fully supportive of the Macau 
SAR Government’s initiatives to 
promote diversification and to 
further elevate the city as a multi-
faceted tourist destination. Melco 
is dedicated to developing local 
talent in the esports industry – 
paving the path for Macau’s local 
players to participate in national 
tournaments.”

Aside from the trophy, grand 
final winner Yin also took home 
a share of the prize money. The 
pool for the final was over RMB1 
million in total.

The best classified local sim ra-
cer was Filipe Veloso Chan, who 
won the title of “Macau Cham-
pion” after finishing fourth in the 
grand finale.

After the race, Chan said, “I’m 
glad I’ve made it this far and am 
satisfied with my final result, but 
of course during the competition 
I [was] aiming towards being ‘the 
National Champion’.”

For the local sim racer, there is 
a lot of talent in Macau that can 
achieve good results in the future 
as esports develop locally.

“We have a lot of potential 
e-racing players in Macau and I’m 
hoping there will be more [local] 
participants joining the e-racing 
tournament in the future,” Chan 
concluded.
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Macau to host large electronics 
fair next year, eyeing tech hub
RENATO MARQUES

M
ACAU will be staging 
a new large-scale 
electronics fair that 
aims to compete 

with renowned international con-
sumer electronics fair Consumer 
Electronics Show (CES), which is 
hosted annually in Las Vegas.

The news broke first on tech-
nology media outlet TechCrunch, 
which reported last week that a 
CES competitor will be hosted in 
2021 in Macau.

According to the source, at the 
helm of the project is Lu Gang, fou-
nder of Chinese tech media com-
pany TechNode, and local venture 
capitalist Jason Ho Kin Tung, who 
is also the son of Macau’s current 
Chief Executive, Ho Iat Seng.

The event will be co-organized 
by local government and non-go-
vernment entities and backed by 
the Guangdong provincial govern-
ment, with the aim of making it a 
Greater Bay Area (GBA) event.

Unlike the event in Las Vegas, 
the fair which will debut in Ma-
cau next year will not focus on 

consumer and enterprise-related 
electronics. Instead, it will feature 
more government-oriented elec-
tronics, Ho told TechCrunch.

Ho added that the fair aims to 
invite companies from across the 
globe that specialize in social and 
environmental technology, life 
sciences, advanced technology, 
and new infrastructure such as 5G, 
smart cities, and transportation-
-related technology.

“Macau has very good infras-

tructure [to host the event]. With 
the entertainment industry and 
the hotels, I think it’s very suita-
ble for doing an event that could 
potentially attract people to join,” 
Ho was quoted saying to Tech-
Crunch, adding, “I think Macau 
can be a platform that could help 
other countries to get into main-
land China or even mainland 
China companies to [have] access 
to Asia-Pacific or Middle Eastern 
countries.”

One of the bigger advantages 
Macau has in bridging China with 
the rest of the world is its “geopoli-
tical neutrality.”

“I always had a big dream that 
we [Macau] could [one day] com-
pare ourselves with Singapore,” 
Ho said, adding that this is a pos-
sibility as the local government 
is currently working to introduce 
more policies to attract foreign in-
vestment and the establishment of 
more overseas businesses.

For Ho, Macau now has a better 
opportunity to establish itself in 
the field of technology and in the 
meetings, incentives, conferences, 
and exhibitions (MICE) sector. 
Recent political tensions in nei-
ghboring Hong Kong have dragged 
away several technology-related 
events, such as Asia’s largest tech 
conference “Rise,” which relocated 
its upcoming event to Kuala Lum-
pur, Malaysia. Concurrently, events 
such as CES Asia, hosted in the city 
of Shanghai, have also been cance-
led due to the US-China trade war, 
facts that lead the local organizer to 
believe that opportunities should 
arise for Macau to attract attendees 
from Asia’s tech community and 
others with an interest in China.

Named “Beyond,” the electro-
nics fair is currently scheduled to 
take place around mid-June next 
year, although the organizers are 
assuming that the date may chan-
ge with developments in the Co-
vid-19 situation and the related 
border control measures in the up-
coming months.

The organizers lifted the veil on 
some of the corporations and en-
tities that are likely to participate 
in the event, with the list including 
names such as Alibaba, ByteDan-
ce (mother company of TikTok), 
BMW, DJI, Foxconn, SenseTime 
and Tencent. Others include seve-
ral provincial governments from 
the Mainland and neighboring 
regions.
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MGM continues to demonstrate craftsmanship spirit by prac-
ticing strong work ethics, pursuing perfection, staying focused at 
work and being innovative. In support of the Nation’s advocacy of 
craftsmanship, MGM collaborated with Guangdong Federation of 
Trade Unions and Macau Federation of Trade Unions (FAOM) to 
kick off the “Fostering & Nurturing Great Craftsmanship in Great-
er Bay Area (Macau)” initiative and hold the “Sharing Session on 
Nanyue Craftsmanship” at the MGM Theater. The three parties 
signed a memorandum of understanding, making craftsmanship 
part of MGM’s talent development programs and allowing team 
members to expand their skill sets and horizons in diverse ways. 
At the community level, MGM joined forces with trade unions and 
schools to impart the spirit of craftsmanship to the younger gen-
eration. The efforts will help Macau nurture a pool of talents with 
craftsmanship traits, which would eventually enrich the quality of 
culture in the Greater Bay Area.

NURTURING TALENT WITH CRAFTSMANSHIP TRAITS
Pansy Ho, Co-Chairperson and Executive Director of MGM China 

Holdings Limited, said in her online speech, “In pursuit for excel-
lence is a key for enterprises to boosting their overall strength and 
growing with employees, thus creating a better life for everyone. 
MGM adheres an innovative and diverse approach to nurture local 
talent. Now we take a step further and become the first integrated 
resort operator to make craftsmanship the kernel of our staff train-
ing programs, which helps enhance work ethics of team members. 
As a result, we will be able to enhance the soft power and cultural 
sophistication of our team, contributing to Macau’s development 
into a tourism education and training base in the Greater Bay Area. 
As we strive to support our Nation’s development in the new era, 
we feel duty-bound to help optimize and sustain Macau’s human 
capital.” 

ENHANCING COMPETITIVENESS OF MACAU LABOR FORCE
Choi Kam Fu, Vice Director General of FAOM, believed that the 

new initiatives will enhance the professional virtues and compet-
itiveness of Macau labor force. The launch of training programs 
which highlights craftsmanship will better their understanding of 
the Nation. They will be inspired to hone their skills and build up 
an innovative mindset to drive the development of both the Nation 
and Macau. Through the increasing cooperation among employ-
ers, employees and the government, as well as the introduction of 
craftsmanship courses and to extend this concept to more enter-
prises and other industries, he hoped that the spirit of craftsman-
ship will be deeply ingrained in the general public.

MGM Instills Craftsmanship into Team Members and the Community
First Integrated Resort Operator to Introduce this Concept to Staff Training 
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PASSING ON INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE
The organizers were pleased to have Liang Xiuling, Liang Xiuyuan 

and Liang Xiaoman, inheritors of Guangzhou embroidery, to co-
host the “Sharing Session on Nanyue Craftsmanship”. One of the 
four major schools of embroidery in China, Guangzhou embroi-
dery was included in the first national intangible cultural heritage 
list. Renowned for her perfect blend of folk art, craftsmanship and 
innovative presentation, Liang Xiuling shared her insights which 
allowed the audience to appreciate the spirit of craftsmanship in 
Lingnan culture. In a similar vein, MGM organized the “Craftsman-
ship Training Course” for frontline staff, where they learned from 
professional speakers arranged by Guangdong Federation of Trade 
Unions. The two events benefitted 300 MGM frontline team mem-
bers and individuals from different organizations.

IMPARTING SPIRIT OF CRAFTSMANSHIP TO YOUNGER 
GENERATION

MGM also invited the inheritors to speak at a seminar on Guang-
zhou embroidery at Lou Hau High School and Premier School Affil-
iated to Hou Kong Middle School, which drew a total of nearly 300 
teachers and students. At the “Guangzhou Embroidery Experience” 
workshop held at MGM COTAI, the masters guided 40 participants 
to stitch embroidery flowers and explore the folk art. Going for-
ward, MGM will continue to promote craftmanship with different 
parties, such as holding Lingnan culinary masterclass and other 
sharing sessions.

MGM Instills Craftsmanship into Team Members and the Community
First Integrated Resort Operator to Introduce this Concept to Staff Training 
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China orders 
Ant Group to 
rectify businesses
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

CHINESE regulators have ordered Ant Group, 
the world’s largest financial technology com-

pany, to rectify its businesses and comply with 
regulatory requirements amid increased scrutiny 
of anti-monopoly practices in the country’s inter-
net sector.

The People’s Bank of China, the country’s cen-
tral bank, summoned Ant executives over the 
weekend and ordered them to formulate a recti-
fication plan and an implementation timetable 
of its business, including its credit, insurance and 
wealth management services, the regulators said 
in a statement yesterday.

The statement said that Ant Group lacked a 
sound governance mechanism, defied regulatory 
compliance requirements and engaged in regula-
tory arbitrage. It also said that the company used 
its market position to exclude rivals and hurt the 
rights and interests of consumers.

The meeting came after Chinese regulators 
last month halted Ant’s $37 billion stock debut in 
Shanghai and Hong Kong over regulatory chan-
ges, and comes just days after China announced 
an anti-monopoly investigation of e-commerce 
giant Alibaba Group, which owns a 33% stake in 
Ant Group.

The orders from regulators could limit Ant 
Group’s expansion and throw its lucrative finance 
businesses into disarray. 

Ant Group, which started out as a payments 
services for Alibaba’s e-commerce platform Tao-
bao, has since expanded to offer insurance and 
investment products to its hundreds of millions 
of users in mainland China. Jack Ma, the founder 
of both Alibaba and Ant Group, is one of China’s 
richest and most prominent entrepreneurs.

Regulators ordered Ant Group to establish a fi-
nancial holding company and hold sufficient ca-
pital. They also said that Ant Group should return 
to its payments origins, enhance transparency 
around transactions and prohibit unfair com-
petition, while improving corporate governance 
and ensuring that it complies with regulatory re-
quirements for its businesses. 

Ant Group said in a statement Sunday that it 
would comply with regulatory requirements and 
enhance risk management and control, and that 
a working group would be set up to make the ne-
cessary rectifications.

“We appreciate financial regulators’ guidance 
and help,” the statement said. “The rectification 
is an opportunity for Ant Group to strengthen 
the foundation for our business to grow with full 
compliance, and to continue focusing on inno-
vating for social good and serving small busines-
ses.”

The scrutiny of Ant Group and Alibaba comes 
as China closely examines the influence of the 
country’s internet sector.

Last month, China released draft regulations 
to clamp down on anti-competitive practices 
in the industry, such as signing exclusive agree-
ments with merchants and the use of subsidies to 
squeeze out competitors.

Alibaba and a company spun off by Tencent 
Holding Ltd. were fined this month for failing to 
apply for official approval before proceeding with 
some acquisitions.

Last Tuesday, regulators met with executives 
of Alibaba and five other major Chinese internet 
companies and warned them not to abuse their 
dominance to drive out competitors through 
use of exclusive contracts, predatory pricing and 
other tactics, according to a statement by the Sta-
te Administration of Market Regulation. AP

COVID-19

Morocco acquires 65 million 
vaccine doses from China, UK

LAW

Beijing lowers age of criminal 
liability to 12 for some crimes
CHINA has lowered the 

age of criminal respon-
sibility for some serious cri-
mes from 14 to 12, as it looks 
to combat juvenile crime 
committed by children.

Under an amended law, 
children aged 12 to 14 will 
be held criminally liable for 
“intentional homicide or in-
tentional injury that leads to 
death or causes others seve-
re disabilities by extremely 

cruel means.”
The amendment, whi-

ch was passed over the 
weekend by the Standing 
Committee of the National 
People’s Congress, China’s 
top legislature, will take ef-
fect on March 1.

Those under the age of 14 
who commit crimes apart 
from those mentioned in 
the newly amended law will 
be exempt from criminal 

punishment, but could be 
given correctional educa-
tion.

Currently, the age of cri-
minal liability in China is 16, 
with those between 14 and 
16 held criminally respon-
sible for serious crimes such 
as rape, robbery and inten-
tional homicide.

The amendment to the 
law follows a rise in juveni-
le crimes from 2018 to 2019, 

according to a white paper 
in June by the Supreme Peo-
ple’s Procuratorate, China’s 
highest procuratorial organ.

Previously, minors who 
committed serious crimes 
have received what appea-
red to be lenient punish-
ments, causing public ou-
trage.

In one instance, a 13-year-
-old boy from the northern 
city of Dalian was given just 
three years of correctional 
education after he was fou-
nd guilty of murdering a 
10-year-old girl in October 
2019, prompting calls for le-
gislative amendments and 
tougher penalties for minors 
who commit such crimes. AP

TARIK EL BARAKAH, 
RABAT

MOROCCO announ-
ced it has acquired 65 

million doses of COVID-19 
vaccines from China’s Si-
nopharm and Britain’s Astra-
Zeneca, as the north African 
kingdom prepares to launch 
a COVID-19 vaccination pro-
gram that aims to immunize 
80% of the country’s adult 
population.

Health Minister Khalid Ait 
Taleb announced the figure 
at a Cabinet meeting Thurs-
day. The government didn’t 
indicate whether the vacci-
nes were purchased or pro-
vided by Covax, the global 
project to provide vaccines 
to developing countries, or a 
combination of both.

His ministry said last 
week that Morocco has not 
yet received the vaccines.

Mustapha Ennaji Moulay, 
head of the virology depart-
ment at the Hassan II Uni-
versity in Casablanca and a 
member of the government’s 
COVID-19 scientific commi-
ttee, said that regulators are 
reviewing the Sinopharm 
vaccine’s documentation, 
and that the vaccination 
program is expected to begin 
in the coming days.

Morocco has one of the 
most advanced vaccina-
tion plans in the region. The 
country has also reported 
the second-highest num-
ber of virus infections and 
deaths in Africa, after South 
Africa.

The Moroccan health 
minister said the govern-
ment’s target is vaccinating 
25 million of the country’s 

36 million people, all free of 
charge, according to orders 
from King Mohammed VI.

While the Moroccan go-
vernment has been promi-
sing vaccinations since ear-
lier this month, the minister 
said preparations have now 
reached a “very advanced” 
stage. He said authorities 
were carrying out simula-
tions at all the immunization 
sites “to avoid any obstacles 
that may arise during the im-
plementation of the vaccina-
tion program.”

In a first phase, the vac-
cine will be administered to 
medical personnel, public 
authorities, security servi-
ces, education workers and 
people suffering from chro-
nic diseases. The Ministry of 
Health said it has deployed a 
computerized system to re-

gister the target population 
and track their health status 
after they receive the vacci-
ne. 

Moulay said Morocco has 
sought to diversify supply by 
signing contracts with multi-
ple countries.

Morocco has said it will 
start its vaccination program 
with the Sinopharm vaccine, 
though it hasn’t yet comple-
ted advanced trials to prove 
that it’s safe and effective. 
The vaccine, which was tes-
ted on 600 Moroccans as 
part of clinical trials this au-
tumn, has been approved 
for emergency use in a few 
countries and the company 
is still conducting late-sta-
ge clinical trials in multiple 
countries.

Morocco’s initial vaccine 
deliveries will come from 

China, but Morocco also 
plans to produce the vaccine 
locally.

The AstraZeneca vaccine 
is still in advanced trials in 
countries including Britain 
and the U.S. and hasn’t been 
approved yet.

Morocco’s daily virus case 
count has fallen slightly in 
the last two weeks, but a dip 
in testing is raising concerns 
that the virus could be sprea-
ding faster than reported.

As a preventive measure 
to curb the spread of the vi-
rus during New Year’s cele-
brations, authorities banned 
public and private gatherin-
gs, closed restaurants in the 
country’s main cities, and 
imposed a curfew that went 
into effect Wednesday night 
and is set to last for three 
weeks. AP
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People queue in line to wait for coronavirus testing while maintaining social distancing near a Christmas decoration at Seoul Plaza in Seoul

PANDEMIC

After early success, South Korea 
sleepwalks into virus crisis
KIM TONG-HYUNG, SEOUL

S
OUTH Korea had seemed 
to be winning the fight 
against the coronavirus: 
Quickly ramping up its tes-

ting, contact-tracing and quaranti-
ne efforts paid off when it weathe-
red an early outbreak without the 
economic pain of a lockdown. But 
a deadly resurgence has reached 
new heights during Christmas 
week, prompting soul-searching 
on how the nation sleepwalked 
into a crisis. 

The 1,241 infections on Christ-
mas Day were the largest daily in-
crease. Another 1,132 cases were 
reported Saturday, bringing South 
Korea’s caseload to 55,902. 

Over 15,000 were added in the 
last 15 days alone. An additional 
221 fatalities over the same period, 
the deadliest stretch, took the dea-
th toll to 793. 

As the numbers keep rising, 
the shock to people’s livelihoods 
is deepening and public confi-
dence in the government eroding. 
Officials could decide to increase 
social distancing measures to ma-
ximum levels on Sunday, after re-
sisting for weeks. 

Tighter restrictions could be 
inevitable because transmissions 
have been outpacing efforts to ex-

pand hospital capacities. 
In the greater Seoul area, more 

facilities have been designated for 
COVID-19 treatment and dozens 
of general hospitals have been or-
dered to allocate more ICUs for 
virus patients. Hundreds of troops 
have been deployed to help with 
contract tracing. 

At least four patients 
have died at their homes 
or long-term care facilities 
while waiting for admis-
sion this month, said Kwak 
Jin, an official at the Korea 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention Agency. The agen-
cy said 299 among 16,577 
active patients were in serious or 
critical condition. 

“Our hospital system isn’t going 
to collapse, but the crush in CO-
VID-19 patients has significantly 
hampered our response,” said 
Choi Won Suk, an infectious disea-
se professor at the Korea Universi-
ty Ansan Hospital, west of Seoul. 

Choi said the government 
should have done more to prepare 
hospitals for a winter surge. 

“We have patients with all kinds 
of serious illnesses at our ICUs and 
they can’t share any space with 
COVID-19 patients, so it’s hard,” 
Choi said. “It’s the same medical 
staff that has been fighting the vi-

rus for all these months. There’s an 
accumulation of fatigue.” 

Critics say the government of 
President Moon Jae-in became 
complacent after swiftly con-
taining the outbreak this spring 
that was centered in the southeas-
tern city of Daegu. 

The past weeks have unders-
cored risks of putting economic 
concerns before public health 
when vaccines are at least mon-
ths away. Officials had eased social 
distancing rules to their lowest in 
October, allowing high-risk ve-
nues like clubs and karaoke rooms 
to reopen, although experts were 
warning of a viral surge during 
winter when people spend longer 
hours indoors.

Jaehun Jung, a professor of pre-
ventive medicine at the Gachon 
University College of Medicine in 
Incheon, said he anticipates in-
fections to gradually slow over the 
next two weeks. 

The quiet streets and long lines 
snaking around testing stations in 
Seoul, which are temporarily pro-
viding free tests to anyone regar-
dless of whether they have symp-
toms or clear reasons to suspect 
infections, demonstrate a return of 
public alertness following months 

of pandemic fatigue.
Officials are also clam-

ping down on private social 
gatherings through Jan. 3, 
shutting down ski resor-
ts, prohibiting hotels from 
selling more than half of 
their rooms and setting fi-
nes for restaurants if they 
accept groups of five or 

more people.
Still, lowering transmissions to 

the levels seen in early November 
— 100 to 200 a day — would be un-
realistic, Jung said, anticipating the 
daily figure to settle around 300 to 
500 cases. 

The higher baseline might ne-
cessitate tightened social distan-
cing until vaccines roll out — a 
dreadful outlook for low-income 
workers and the self-employed 
who drive the country’s service 
sector, the part of the economy the 
virus has damaged the most. 

“The government should do 
whatever to secure enough su-
pplies and move up the adminis-

tration of vaccines to the earliest 
possible point,” Jung said. 

South Korea plans to secure 
around 86 million doses of vac-
cines next year, which would be 
enough to cover 46 million peo-
ple in a population of 51 million. 
The first supplies, which will be 
AstraZeneca vaccines produced 
by a local manufacturing partner, 
are expected to be delivered in Fe-
bruary and March. Officials plan to 
complete vaccinating 60% to 70% 
of the population by around No-
vember.

There’s disappointment the 
shots aren’t coming sooner, thou-
gh officials have insisted South 
Korea could afford a wait-and-see 
approach as its outbreak isn’t as 
dire as in America or Europe.

South Korea’s earlier success 
could be attributed to its experien-
ce in fighting a 2015 outbreak of 
MERS, the Middle East respiratory 
syndrome, caused by a different 
coronavirus.

After South Korea reported its 
first COVID-19 patient on Jan. 20, 
the KDCA was quick to recognize 
the importance of mass testing 
and sped up an approval process 
that had private companies pro-
ducing millions of tests in just 
weeks. 

When infections soared in the 
Daegu region in February and 
March, health authorities mana-
ged to contain the situation by 
April after aggressively mobilizing 
technological tools to trace con-
tacts and enforce quarantines. 

But that success was also a pro-
duct of luck — most infections 
in Daegu were linked to a sin-
gle church congregation. Health 
workers now are having a much 
harder time tracking transmis-
sions in the populous capital area, 
where clusters are popping up just 
about everywhere.

South Korea has so far wea-
thered its outbreak without lock-
downs, but a decision on Sunday 
to raise distancing restrictions to 
the highest “Tier-3” could possibly 
shutter hundreds of thousands of 
non-essential businesses across 
the nation.

That could be for the best, said 
Yoo Eun-sun, who is struggling 
to pay rent for three small music 
tutoring academies she runs in 
Incheon and Siheung, also near 
Seoul, amid a dearth of students 
and on-and-off shutdowns. 

“What parents would send their 
kids to piano lessons” unless trans-
missions decrease quickly and de-
cisively, she said.

Yoo also feels that the govern-
ment’s middling approach to so-
cial distancing, which has targeted 
specific business activities while 
keeping the broader part of the 
economy open, has put an unfair 
financial burden on businesses 
like hers.

“Whether it’s tutoring acade-
mies, gyms, yoga studies or ka-
raokes, the same set of businesses 
are getting hit again and again,” 
she said. “How long could we go 
on?” AP

The 1,241 infections 
on Christmas Day 
were the largest 
daily increase in 

South Korea
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A shake-up of 
b r o a d c a s t i n g 
franchises has 
paved the way 
for the launch of 
breakfast televi-
sion.

The Indepen-
dent Broadcas-
ting Authority 
announced the 
breakfast con-
tract will go to 
TV-am and will 
launch in 1983, a 
year later than planned, to lessen the impact on inde-
pendent local radio.

It will also avoid clashes with a fourth channel laun-
ching in 1982 and the impact on company revenues.

In regional franchises TSW, Television South West, will 
take over from Westward, which was praised by the IBA 
for its control of management problems but was faced 
with fierce competition.

TVS, South and South East Communications, will take 
over from Southern which faced three times as much 
competition as any other company and was praised for 
its religious and children’s schedules.

The IBA said it ultimately chose companies with pro-
gramme makers of particular promise.

In separate statements both companies, which have a 
long established history, said they were “shattered” by 
the decision.

The IBA’s announcement today also shocked many 
with its decision to award breakfast news to the new 
company TV-AM and not ITN.

The TV-am consortium is headed by Peter Jay, for-
mer UK ambassador to Washington, and the journalist 
David Frost.

Esther Rantzen, Anna Ford and Angela Rippon have 
been involved in the bid for a year and will join as pro-
gramme makers from its inception.

They will be joined by Michael Parkinson, Robert Kee 
and Mr Frost as the presenters of the morning pro-
gramme starting at 0615 GMT until 0915.

Mr Frost said the show would provide a “fast moving 
magazine programme” for all the family.

IBA also announced changes within the remainder of 
the 15 companies which fought against bids from 29 
rival companies.

Yorkshire TV and Tyne Tees cannot be controlled by 
Trident, their holding company but must be run sepa-
rately with firm proposals by February.

In the East and West Midlands, the new split area, ATV 
must restructure the company and reduce the sha-
reholding of its parent body to 51% by February.

Courtesy BBC News

1980 Green liGht for
   breakfast television

In context

TV-am had a rocky rise to popularity and an abrupt end.
The IBA set TV-am’s launch at May 1983 to allow the 
new Channel 4 a secure start, but brought this forward to 
February with news the BBC was launching a rival “Break-
fast Time”.
The BBC launched its morning show in January and re-
ceived higher ratings than TV-am.
It led to a cull of employees at TV-am including Peter Jay, 
Anna Ford and Angela Rippon in favour of “people-next-
door” Anne Diamond and Nick Owen.
But ratings continued to plummet until Greg Dyke’s cre-
ation of furry puppet Roland Rat who proved popular with 
children.
TV-am was transformed with a softer image and by the 
late 1980s it had amassed huge audiences.
But a new government act on broadcasting in 1990 
changed the way franchises were awarded and TV-am 
lost out, going off air in 1992.

this day in historyEU nations eagerly kick off 
mass Covid-19 vaccinations
VANESSA GERA & NICOLE 
WINFIELD, ROME

E
UROPEAN Union 
nations kicked 
off a coordinated 
effort yesterday 

to give COVID-19 vacci-
nations to the most vul-
nerable among the bloc’s 
nearly 450 million people, 
marking a moment of hope 
in the continent’s battle 
against the worst public 
health crisis in a century.

Health care workers, the 
elderly and leading politi-
cians got some of the first 
shots across the 27-nation 
bloc to reassure the public 
that the vaccinations are 
safe and represent the best 
chance to emerge from the 
pandemic.

“It didn’t hurt at all,” 
said Mihaela Anghel, a 
nurse at the Matei Bals 
Institute in Bucharest who 
was the first person to get 
the vaccine in Romania. 
“Open your eyes and take 
the vaccine.”

In Rome, five doctors 
and nurses wearing white 
scrubs sat in a semi-circle 
at the Spallanzani infec-
tious diseases hospital to 
receive their doses.

“The message is one of 
hope, trust and an invi-
tation to share this choi-
ce,” said one of the reci-
pients, Dr. Maria Rosaria 
Capobianchi, who heads 
the virology laboratory at 
Spallanzani and was part 
of the team that isolated 
the virus in early February. 
“There is no reason to be 
concerned.”

Italian virus czar Do-
menico Arcuri said it was 
significant that Italy’s first 
vaccine doses were admi-
nistered at Spallanzani, 
where a Chinese couple 
visiting from Wuhan tested 
positive in January and be-
came Italy’s first confirmed 
cases. Only later would 
northern Lombardy beco-
me the epicenter of the ou-
tbreak in Europe. Italy now 
has the continent’s worst 
confirmed virus death toll 
at nearly 72,000.

“Today is a beautiful, 
symbolic day: All the ci-
tizens of Europe together 
are starting to get their 
vaccinations, the first ray 
of light after a long night,” 
Arcuri told reporters outsi-
de the hospital. 

But he cautioned: “We 
all have to continue to 

be prudent, cautious and 
responsible. We still have 
a long road ahead, but fi-
nally we see a bit of light.”

The vaccines, developed 
by Germany’s BioNTech 
and American drugmaker 
Pfizer, started arriving in 
super-cold containers at 
EU hospitals on Friday 
from a factory in Belgium. 

In the Los Olmos nur-
sing home in the Spa-
nish city of Guadalajara, 
northeast of Madrid, a 
96-year-old resident and 
a caregiver were the first 
Spaniards to receive the 
vaccine.

“Let’s see if we can all 
behave and make this vi-
rus go away,” said Araceli 
Hidalgo, the elderly resi-
dent, after receiving her 
injection.

The Czech Republic was 
spared the worst of the 
pandemic in the spring 
only to see its health care 
system near collapse in the 
fall. In Prague, Czech Pri-
me Minister Andrej Babis 
received his shot at dawn 
Sunday and asserted: 
“There’s nothing to worry 
about.” Sitting next to him 
in a wheelchair was World 
War II veteran Emilie Re-
pikova, who also received 
the shot.

Altogether, the EU’s 27 
nations have recorded at 
least 16 million coronavi-
rus infections and more 
than 336,000 deaths — 
huge numbers that experts 
still agree understate the 
true toll of the pandemic 
due to missed cases and li-

mited testing. 
All those getting shots 

will have to come back in 
three weeks for a second 
dose.

European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen released a video 
celebrating the vaccine 
rollout, calling it “a tou-
ching moment of unity.” 
The vaccination campaign 
should ease frustrations 
that were building up, es-
pecially in Germany, as 
Britain, Canada and the 
United States kicked off 
their inoculation programs 
with the same vaccine 
weeks earlier.

As it turned out, some 
EU immunizations began 
a day early in Germany, 
Hungary and Slovakia. The 
operator of a German nur-
sing home where dozens 
of people were vaccina-
ted Saturday, including a 
101-year-old woman, said 
“every day that we wait is 
one day too many.” 

Each EU country is de-
ciding on its own who will 
get the first shots, with 
most vowing to put the el-
derly and residents in nur-
sing homes first.

EU leaders are counting 
on the vaccine rollout to 
help the bloc project a sen-
se of unity in a complex li-
fesaving mission after it fa-
ced a year of difficulties in 
negotiating a post-Brexit 
trade deal with Britain. 

“It’s here — the good 
news at Christmas,” said 
German Health Minister 
Jens Spahn. “This vacci-

ne is the decisive key to 
end this pandemic ... it is 
the key to getting our lives 
back.”

Among the politicians 
who planned to get virus 
shots on Sunday to pro-
mote a wider acceptance 
of vaccinations were Slo-
vakian President Zuzana 
Caputova and Bulgarian 
Health Minister Kostadin 
Angelov.

Meanwhile, the first ca-
ses of a new virus variant 
that has been spreading 
rapidly around London 
and southern England 
have now been detected in 
France and Spain. The new 
variant, which British au-
thorities said is much more 
easily transmitted, has 
caused European coun-
tries, the United States and 
China to put new restric-
tions on travel for people 
from Britain.

Japan became the latest 
country to act, announcing 
it would temporarily ban 
all non-resident foreigners 
from entering through Jan. 
31 as a precaution against 
the U.K.’s new variant.

Germany’s BioNTech 
has said it’s confident that 
its coronavirus vaccine 
works against the new U.K. 
variant, but added that fur-
ther studies are needed to 
be completely certain.

The European Medici-
nes Agency on Jan. 6 will 
consider approving a se-
cond coronavirus vaccine, 
this one by Moderna, whi-
ch is already being used in 
the United States. AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Bhutan’s continent; 5- Twisted expression?; 10- Graph prefix; 14- Blueprint 

detail, for short; 15- Island in the Bay of Naples; 16- High point; 17- Bern’s river; 18- Follows 
orders; 19- Unit of currency in Iran and Yemen; 20- False show; 22- Opening word; 24- 
Joan of ___, French heroine; 25- Miffed; 26- Walk stealthily; 29- Voted into a seat; 33- 
Actor’s parts; 34- Super; 36- Peer Gynt’s mother; 37- Gasteyer of “Saturday Night Live”; 
38- Run up; 39- ___ Saud; 40- Second sequel tag; 41- Greek goddess of victory; 42- Long 
stories; 44- Converting to leather; 47- Give up the occupancy of; 48- Switch back?; 49- 
Sin; 50- Capital of the Bahamas; 53- Private feud; 58- Expel gas or odor; 59- Racket; 61- 
Seed cover; 62- Soak leather in base solution; 63- Shut; 64- Basic unit of heredity; 65- She 
played Carla on “Cheers”; 66- Conger catcher; 67- Organs used for sight;
 
DOWN 1- Quickly, quickly; 2- Box; 3- Able was ___...; 4- See-through material; 5- Candle 
bracket; 6- Collars; 7- Fencing sword; 8- Trick ending?; 9- Meat-balls; 10- 3.26 light years; 
11- Capital city of Western Samoa; 12- 500 
sheets; 13- Wheel shaft; 21- Love deity; 23- 
Poet’s preposition; 25- Psychics claim to have 
a sixth one; 26- Quality; 27- Ancient region 
of Asia Minor; 28- Evident; 30- Coniferous 
evergreen forest; 31- Convocation of 
witches; 32- Compact; 34- Chum; 35- Acorn 
dropper; 38- Proclaim; 42- Reddish-brown 
gem; 43- Land; 45- Lipton rival; 46- One of the 
Gershwins; 47- Facade; 50- Wyo. neighbor; 
51- Eastern nanny; 52- Construction locale; 
53- Six-stringed instrument; 54- “___ quam 
videri” (North Carolina’s motto); 55- Low card; 
56- Fork feature; 57- Draft picks; 60- Cheer 
for Manolete; 

Solution for December 18

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

 

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong

Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINA

WORLD
 -16  

   0  

   3  

   0  

  -3  

   overcast        

   moderate rain   

   drizzle         

   overcast        

   overcast        

   -5  

  -23  

   -2  

  -17  

   -3  

   -5  

    8  

    8  

    4  

    4  

    8  

    4  

    7  

   18  

   16  

   17  

  -1   

 -15   

   1   

 -10   

   7   

  11   

   9   

  10   

  19   

  14   

  15   

  16   

  15   

  21   

  26   

  22   

  -9  

   4  

   7  

   5  

   6  

  cloudy                   

  cloudy                   

  overcast                 

  cloudy                   

  cloudy                   

  clear                    

  cloudy                   

  drizzle                  

  clear                    

  cloudy                   

  cloudy                   

  clear                    

  clear                    

  drizzle                  

  clear                    

  cloudy                   

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Be careful that you don’t spend 
too much time with a person 
belonging to someone else. If  you 
can’t get ahead in the company 
you’re with, perhaps it’s time to 
move on. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t overdo it. You need to 
enjoy yourself. Upgrading at 
this point is not a bad plan. You 
will be misinterpreted if  you 
get involved in other people’s 
problems. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Opportunities for romance may 
develop through dealing with 
groups that have a purpose. 
Female colleagues may be able 
to help you get the job done. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Don’t let emotional upset 
force you into the poorhouse. 
Concentrate on work. You will 
be popular with acquaintances; 
however, loved ones could feel left 
out and insecure. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Secret  affairs  may  be  tempting. 
Friendships will be ruined if  you 
let too many people get involved 
in any disputes. Legal matters 
that have been pending may be 
alleviated through compromise. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Changes in your home may be 
alarming  at  first.  Your  diplomatic 
approach and rather outgoing 
nature will enhance your reputation 
and bring you the support you 
need. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Risky ventures may turn in your 
favor. You may end up being 
blamed if  anything goes wrong. 
Try not to attempt to do something 
unless you are fully intent on 
following through with the plans. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Don’t let siblings put pressure 
on you. Take time to listen to 
children and help them with 
projects that seem impossible to 
them. Don’t volunteer private 
information about yourself.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Promotions will be yours if  you 
have acted professionally in times 
of  crisis. You should get involved 
in competitive sports today. 
Conflicts  over  joint  finances  are 
likely. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Some relatives will be extremely 
perplexing. You will be relentless 
when it comes to getting yourself  
back into shape. Your social skills 
with people may be more than just 
helpful. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Keep your feet on the ground, if  
you can. Don’t upset elders in your 
family who don’t understand your 
present situation. You should be 
making plans to spend some time 
with the ones you love. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Don’t blow situations out of  
proportion. You may have a 
problem keeping secrets. You 
are best to be discreet. You can 
expand your circle of  friends if  
you get out and socialize.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Conrad Macao launches ‘A Taste of The Londoner Macao’  package

As part of Melco Resorts & 
Entertainment’s commitment 
to eliminate single-use plastic 
(SUP) and its Zero Waste Re-
sorts goal by 2030, the gaming 
operator has installed the Nor-
daq 2000 Refilling System at 
Morpheus at City of Dreams, 
with further plans to imple-

To celebrate the first pha-
se opening of The Londo-
ner Macao integrated resort, 
Conrad Macao has launched 
‘A Taste of The Londoner 
Macao’ Room and Afternoon 
Tea Offer, including luxurious 

Melco announces adoption of water refill system
bottles in Melco-operated re-
sort guest rooms, the gaming 
operator said in a statement. 

It is estimated that the ini-
tiative will eliminate the pro-
duction, transportation, and 
supply of 14.8 million plastic 
bottles annually, significantly 
reducing plastic waste and its 
associated carbon footprint.

Denise Chen, Senior Vice 
President and Chief Sustaina-
bility Officer of Melco Resorts 
& Entertainment, said, “We are 
pleased to extend these effor-
ts through the Nordaq water 
refill system for guest room 
use as we continue to adopt 
alternative, cutting edge solu-
tions to not only eliminate the 
use of SUP but also enhance 
the guest experience.”

between Jan. 22 and March 
31, 2021.

Churchill’s Table is a Bri-
tish-themed restaurant with 
design inspired by classic 
Victorian food hall, according 
to a statement. 

With seating extending out 
into Crystal Palace lobby, it 
offers international break-
fast, all-day Mediterranean 
lunch and dinner, themed 
signature afternoon tea, en-
tertaining evening dessert 
and cocktail experiences. 
The extensive retail area 
inside Churchill’s Table also 
features its own branded 
chocolate, biscuits, cakes, 
sweets, bakery and pas-
try items, jams, honey and 
more.

ment the system across its 
entire property portfolio in 
Macau, including hotels at 
City of Dreams, Studio City 
and Altira Macau in 2021.

With the capacity to fill 2,000 
bottles of purified water per 
hour on-site, the system will 
help replace the use of plastic 

accommodation for two in 
a Deluxe Room and after-
noon tea set at Churchill’s 
Table restaurant. 

The package  is available 
for booking from now until 
March 30, 2021, for stays 

Musk says it’s 
‘impossible’ to 
take Tesla private, 
mulls new IPO
NILUKSI KOSWANAGE

BILLIONAIRE Elon 
Musk said it’s “im-

possible” to take Tesla 
Inc. private now even 
though he would have 
liked to spend more time 
on innovation.

“Tesla public com-
pany duties are a much 
bigger factor, but going 
private is impossible now 
(sigh),” Musk said in res-
ponse to a tweet saying 
he should optimize his 
time in areas such as in-
novation. “Engineering, 
design & general com-
pany operations absorb 
vast majority of my mind 
& are the fundamental li-
mitation on doing more.”

Tesla shares, which 
were included in the S&P 
500 index this week, have 
surged eightfold this year 
ahead of the addition to 
the benchmark measu-
re. The gain is twice the 
advance of the next best 
performer on the gauge. 
The share price jump 
also created millionai-
res among its investors, 
and propelled Musk’s net 
worth by $132.2 billion 
to $159.7 billion, making 
him the world’s secon-
d-richest person, accor-
ding to the Bloomberg 
Billionaires Index.

Musk also said Star-
link, SpaceX’s budding 
space-internet business, 
would likely be a candi-
date in his group to go 
public once its revenue 
growth becomes “rea-

sonably predictable,” 
echoing similar com-
ments by the company’s 
president to investors 
earlier this year.

Space Exploration 
Technologies Corp. has 
already launched more 
than 240 satellites to bui-
ld out Starlink, President 
Gwynne Shotwell said at 
a private investor event 
in February.

A listing would give 
investors a chance to buy 
into one of the most pro-
mising operations within 
the closely held com-
pany. “Right now, we are 
a private company, but 
Starlink is the right kind 
of business that we can 
go ahead and take pu-
blic,” she said then.

Investors have to this 
point had limited ways 
to own a piece of Spa-
ceX, which has become 
one of the most richly 
valued venture-backed 
companies in the U.S. 
by dominating the com-
mercial rocket industry.

In addition to a con-
tract from NASA for a 
version of its next-ge-
neration Starship spa-
cecraft that can land 
astronauts on the moon 
in 2024, SpaceX also has 
an agreement with a Ja-
panese entrepreneur for 
a private flight around 
the moon in 2023. And 
it will be ready to laun-
ch its first Starship flight 
to Mars in 2026, Musk 
said earlier this month. 
BLOOMBERG

Bitcoin miners in 
Nordic region get a 
boost from cheap power
JESPER STARN

THE Nordic region once 
again has become a lu-

crative place to mine crypto-
-currencies, thanks to a plun-
ge in electricity prices.

The wettest weather in at 
least 20 years boosted pro-
duction from hydro-electric 
plants, leaving Sweden and 
Norway with some of the 
lowest power prices in the 
world. The resulting glut in 
the most important raw ma-
terial for making the virtual 
coins coincided with a year 
when the price of Bitcoin tri-
pled.

The currencies are made 
in giant computer farms 
that process complex algori-
thms in halls as big as airport 
hangers. That makes elec-
tricity one of the key inputs, 
with operations sometimes 
consuming as much power 
as that used by 70,000 hou-
seholds. The current market 
dynamics give big miners 
alternatives to places where 
Bitcoin are usually created 
such as China, Kazakhstan 
and Canada.

Their luck follows several 
years of poor margins from 
higher electricity costs and 
lower prices for most virtual 
currencies. Many of the the 
miners that were attracted 
to the region during the last 
rally in 2017 have left.

“The ones that stayed 
through the difficult period, 
like us, are quite happy now,” 
said Philip Salter, head of 
operations at Hong Kong-ba-
sed Genesis Mining Ltd., whi-

ch operates a data center in 
Boden, Sweden. “There were 
times we were not making 
any profit at all, but during 
the last year our profitability 
has more than tripled.”

Unusually wet weather 
along with mild temperatu-
res boosted hydro reservoirs 
across Nordic region to the 
highest level in more than 20 
years, leaving the area awash 
in generation capacity. The 
result is power prices close 
to zero for extended periods. 
Average prices this year are 
about a third of those in 
Germany, Europe’s biggest 
power market.

Norway had the lowest 
electricity prices for indus-
trial users last year among 
the 30 member-nations in 
the International Energy 
Agency. It also had the lowest 
prices for non-households in 
the European Union during 
first half of this year, narrowly 
beating Iceland, another 
crypto-currency hot-spot.

“These prices are some 
of the lowest you can find 

in the world if you disregard 
fees and taxes,” said Tor Reier 
Lilleholt, head of analysis at 
Norwegian consultant Wat-
tsight AS. “What we saw this 
summer was that the low 
levels registered over such a 
long time.”

The main environmen-
tal benefit from basing the 
mining in the Nordic region 
is that the electricity is al-
most carbon-free, consisting 
mostly of hydro, nuclear and 
wind power. That is beco-
ming increasingly important 
for the many institutional 
investors attracted to cryp-
to-currencies and one of the 
main factors behind the la-
test price surge. Having coin 
flowing from the Nordic re-
gion helps reduce the politi-
cal risk profile of Bitcoin.

“There is a very important 
strategic shift away from mi-
ning in China to mining in 
western countries like Swe-
den as Bitcoin investors be-
come more public and want 
more stability and critical 
safety,” said Salter at Genesis. 

“It is one of the biggest deve-
lopments in Bitcoin mining 
to look out for.”

Comparing electricity pri-
ces around the world is diffi-
cult since they vary between 
industries and regions due 
to taxes, fees and subsidies. 
One attempt by the World 
Bank, which measures the 
bills of an imaginary wa-
rehouse in the capital of each 
nation, puts Sweden and 
Norway well below China 
but above other centers for 
making crypto-currency, like 
Kazakhstan and Mongolia.

The cost of power is poi-
sed to become even more 
significant for miners. The 
hash-rate, the amount of cal-
culation needed to produce 
each coin, is steadily increa-
sing. And in May, miners’ 
rewards were cut by a so-cal-
led halving, a reduction in 
the amount of tokens they 
receive as a way to maintain 
scarcity.

Many of the miners that 
left the region after the 2017-
18 boom and bust could 
return. The November an-
nouncement of $35 million 
investment from Dutch blo-
ckchain company Bitfury 
Holding BV to expand their 
Norwegian site could mark 
the start of a new trend.

“We have seen a notable 
up-tick in investor appetite 
for Bitcoin mining opportu-
nities in Norway,” said Tyler 
Page, a business developer 
at Bitfury. “This year’s energy 
prices were particularly low 
as Bitcoin prices have increa-
sed.” BLOOMBERG
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Atlanta Hawks guard Trae Young (11) is defended by Memphis Grizzlies center Jonas 
Valanciunas (17)

NBA

Young leads Hawks to second 
win, 122-112 over Grizzlies

CLAY BAILEY, 
MEMPHIS (TENN.)

T
RAE Young scored eight 
straight points down 
the stretch and finished 
with 36 points as the 

Atlanta Hawks beat the Memphis 
Grizzlies 122-112 yesterday [Ma-
cau time].

Kevin Huerter added 21 poin-
ts for the Hawks, who won their 
second straight. De’Andre Hun-
ter finished with 15 points and 
rookie Nathan Knight added 
14 points, going 4 of 5 from the 
field and 2-for-3 shooting from 
3-point range.

Ja Morant led Memphis with 
28 points and seven assists, and 
Kyle Anderson finished with 20 
points and 14 rebounds. Dillon 
Brooks added 19 points befo-
re fouling out in the closing se-
conds.

Huerter said the goal was 
to stop the Grizzlies’ transition 
game and keep them out of the 
paint, where they are one of the 

best teams in the league.
“For the most part, I think we 

did a pretty good job at that. We 
tried to turn a lot of them into 
shooters,” Huerter said, later ad-
ding: “Trying to keep them out of 
the paint, and we did our thing 
offensively.”

The game was a showdown 
between two of the league’s top 
young point guards in Young and 
Morant, both of whom had big 
season-openers. Young had 37 
points in the Hawks’ 124-104 win 
at Chicago, while Morant scored 
a career-high 44 in a home loss to 
San Antonio.

Young, who was limited to 12 
points in the first half, scored 10 
points in the final 2:40 against the 
Grizzlies, starting with the eight 
straight to keep Memphis from 
overtaking Atlanta.

“I think shots just went down,” 
Young said of the second half. 
“I was getting some really good 
looks in that first half. Shots just 
weren’t going in. For all of us. […] 
I think we got the rust off (in the 

first half) and played really well as 
far as scoring throughout the rest 
of the game.”

The young guards carried their 
teams through the first half, with 
the Hawks also getting an early 
burst from Huerter, who had 13 
points at the break, hitting all five 
of his shots. 

The Hawks held a 58-56 lead at 
the half.

“We’re both young talents 
trying to be the face of the lea-
gue,” Morant said. “We’ve played 
against each other many times. 
[...] The sky’s the limit for [Young].”

TIP-INS
Hawks: Split a pair of presea-

son games against the Grizzlies in 
Memphis. […] Starting frontline 
player Danilo Gallinari did not 
play due to a left foot contusion. 
[…] Knight, who signed a two-
-way contract with the Hawks af-
ter a four-year career at William & 
Mary, scored his first NBA points 
in the first quarter.

Grizzlies: Reserve G De’An-
thony Melton was a late scratch 
due to health and safety proto-
cols. “In terms of a return date, 
I’m new to this process,” Mem-
phis coach Taylor Jenkins said, 
adding: “We don’t have a firm ti-
meline yet. It’s to be determined.” 
[...] Kyle Anderson reached 2,000 
career points in the first quarter. 
[…] Morant reached 500 assists in 
the second quarter.  AP
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At least seven killed in knife attack 
in northeastern China

At least seven people were killed and another seven injured in a 
knife attack in northeastern China, state media reported yesterday.

The attack in the city of Kaiyuan in Liaoning province was carried 
out outside a sauna and bathhouse. The suspect, identified by the 
media by his surname Yang, was arrested while the motive for the 
attack remains unknown.

Chinese law restricts the sale and possession of firearms, and 
mass attacks are generally carried out with knives or homemade 

explosives.
Perpetrators of similar attacks in the past have been described as 

mentally ill or bearing grudges against society.
In earlier attacks, a school security guard wielding a knife injured 

at least 39 people at a kindergarten in the southern region of Guan-
gxi in June this year. The culprit was sentenced to death. 

In 2018, a man killed one and injured 12 in a knife attack at a sho-
pping mall in Beijing.

OPINION
World Views
Marcus Ashworth, MDT/Bloomberg

Iran A series of 
avalanches killed 10 
people in a mountainous 
area north of the capital, 
state TV reported 
yesterday. The report 
said rescue teams were 
searching for a number 
of missing people after 
the avalanches struck 
in four different areas. 
State TV aired footage of 
emergency crews using 
a helicopter to search 
for those missing and 
injured. 

Turkey An earthquake 
with a 5.3 magnitude 
shook Elazig province 
yesterday. Interior 
Minister Suleyman Soylu 
tweeted there were no 
immediate reports of 
casualties or damage.

Vatican Pope Francis 
yesterday proclaimed an 
upcoming year dedicated 
to the family as he 
doubled down on one of 
his papal priorities and 
urged renewed attention 
to his controversial 2016 
document on family life. 
Among other things, the 
document opened the 
door to letting divorced 
and civilly remarried 
couples receive 
Communion, sparking 
criticism and even 
claims of heresy from 
conservative Catholics. 

Africa Voting has begun 
in Central African 
Republic’s presidential 
and legislative elections 
after a campaign period 
marked by violence 
between rebels and 
government forces. 
Despite calls from the 
opposition to delay the 
vote amid the insecurity, 
the Constitutional 
Court rejected a 
postponement. 
President Faustin-
Archange Touadera, 
seeking a second term, 
has tried to reassure 
candidates and voters 
that the voting will be 
secure.
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Boris Johnson 
unleashes the animal 
spirits with Brexit deal

The completion of the long-awaited Brexit tra-
de deal comes just as U.K. markets closed for the 
Christmas break, but things are set fair for next 
year when liquidity returns.

The pound versus the dollar remains the best in-
dicator of sentiment — and it was about the only 
market open when the deal was announced on 
Christmas Eve in Europe. It had pushed up to its 
highest level for two years as speculation moun-
ted that a deal was close. Sterling is still funda-
mentally cheap, although it is has stayed so for a 
very good reason amid the nightmare of seemin-
gly never-ending trade negotiations.

As long as the agreement is ratified by the Euro-
pean Union’s member states and both the British 
and European parliaments, the pound should 
head higher toward $1.40. But don’t expect a re-
turn to the $1.50-plus levels seen before the 2016 
referendum. The U.K. economy still has the major 
handbrake of Covid-19 to overcome, although at 
least the sometimes distracted Boris Johnson can 
give the pandemic his full attention now.

Error! Filename not specified.
Much of the country, including wealthy London 

and southeast England, are in hard lockdowns, 
which may continue for much of the first quarter 
of 2021. It’s not until the spring, when mass vacci-
nations will have been rolled out, that any Brexit 
premium can really be enjoyed. With the threat of 
“no deal” put aside, gross domestic product shou-
ld increase by more than 6% in 2021, according 
to Bloomberg Economics. That could easily rise if 
vaccines allow for an earlier lifting of restrictions 
on economic activity.

The FTSE 100 index was little changed on Thur-
sday but many of its constituents make most of 
their revenues overseas, so a stronger pound is 
not their friend. The FTSE 250 index, which better 
reflects the domestic economy, has been rising 
recently, and it should be an outperformer next 
year.

The big unknown for the economy will be the 
return of M&A and animal spirits in business: If 
foreign direct investment — once a winning hand 
for Britain — returns after five long years of un-
certainty, the U.K. equity market could well be 
the place to be in 2021. That is not a sentence I’ve 
been able to write for many years.

One important caveat is that financial services 
have been largely left out of this deal, and a wider 
settlement between the City of London and the 
EU won’t be resolved until March at the earliest. 
This sector makes up 7% of U.K. gross domestic 
product and it’s the country’s highest export re-
venue earner. At least there will be no cross-reta-
liation inflicted on the finance industry if Britain 
reneges on its agreements in other sectors. And 
Britain looks to have avoided the so-called “hea-
dnote,” which would have allowed the EU to res-
trict the outsourcing of financial services from the 
continent to London.

U.K. government bonds, known as Gilts, have 
fallen in price this week as expectations of a deal 
grew and their appeal as a safe haven diminished. 
Gilts should steadily widen in spread compared 
to their European counterparts next year as the 
European Central Bank is likely to pursue its bon-
d-buying programs for longer and to a greater ex-
tent than the Bank of England. 

Britain has been trapped for half a decade in 
its internal and external battle to resolve its rela-
tionship with Europe. That is not over but a more 
promising chapter is about to start. And even 
though Europe’s yields will be lower, the BOE will 
still keep the U.K.’s interest rates on a short leash 
for the foreseeable future. The pound and domes-
tically focused equities should benefit from these 
benign conditions. Investors will just be relieved 
to see a possible end to permanent crisis.

EU, UK unveil vast 
trade pact set to 
enter force on Jan 1
THE European Union 

and the United King-
dom made public yesterday 
the vast agreement that is 
likely to govern future trade 
and cooperation between 
them from Jan. 1, setting 
the 27-nation bloc’s rela-
tions with its former mem-
ber country and neighbor 
on a new but far more dis-
tant footing.

EU ambassadors and 
lawmakers on both sides 
of the English Channel will 
now pore over the “EU-UK 
Trade and Cooperation 
Agreement,” which con-
tains over 1,240 pages of 
text. EU envoys are expec-
ted to meet today to discuss 
the document, drawn up 
over nine intense months 
of talks.

Businesses, so long left 
in the dark about what is in 
store for them, will also be 
trying to understand its im-
plications.

Most importantly, the 
deal as it stands ensures 
that Britain can continue 
to trade in goods with the 
world’s biggest trading bloc 
without tariffs or quotas af-
ter the U.K. breaks fully free 
of the EU. It ceased to be an 
official member on Jan. 31 
this year and is days away 
from the end of an exit tran-
sition period.

But other barriers will 

be raised, as the U.K. lo-
ses the kind of access to 
a huge market that only 
membership can guaran-
tee. They range from access 
to fishing waters to ener-
gy markets, and include 
everyday ties so important 
to citizens like travel arran-
gements and education ex-
changes.

EU member countries 
are expected to endorse the 
agreement over the course 
of next week. British legisla-
tors could vote on it on We-
dnesday. But even if they do 
approve it, the text would 
only enter force provisio-
nally on New Year’s Day as 
the European Parliament 

must also have its say.
EU lawmakers said last 

weekend that there simply 
wasn’t enough time to pro-
perly scrutinize the text be-
fore the deadline, and they 
will debate and vote on the 
document in January and 
February, if the approval 
process runs smoothly.

Despite the deal, 
unanswered questions 
linger in many areas, in-
cluding security coopera-
tion — with the U.K. set 
to lose access to real-time 
information in some EU 
law enforcement databa-
ses — and access to the EU 
market for Britain’s huge fi-
nancial services sector. AP

Michel Barnier, center, carries a binder of the Brexit trade deal during 
a special meeting of Coreper, at the European Council building in 

Brussels

Masktmas. A family wearing protective masks to prevent the spread of coronavirus, celebrate 
the Christmas season, at the waterfront of Victoria Harbour in Hong Kong on Christmas Eve.
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