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Indonesian navy divers 
searching the ocean floor 
yesterday recovered the 
flight data recorder from 
a Sriwijaya Air jet that 
crashed into the Java Sea 
with 62 people on board. 
The device is expected 
to help investigators 
determine what caused 
the Boeing 737-500 plane 
to nosedive into the ocean.

Indonesia Rescuers are 
searching for 26 people 
still missing after two 
landslides hit a village in 
Indonesia’s West Java 
province over the weekend, 
officials said yesterday. At 
least 13 people were killed 
and 29 others injured in 
the landslides that were 
triggered by heavy rain. 
Some of the victims were 
rescuers from the first 
landslide.

India Four days ahead of 
the nationwide inoculation 
drive, the first consignment 
of vaccines developed by 
the Serum Institute of India 
left the Indian city of Pune 
yesterday. The vaccines 
rolled out from Serum 
Institute of India’s facility 
in temperature-controlled 
trucks to the city’s airport 
from where they were 
loaded into private air 
carriers for distribution all 
over the country.

Malaysia has declared a 
coronavirus emergency 
that will suspend 
Parliament at least until 
August and halt any bids 
to seek a general election, 
but critics charged it was a 
political move by embattled 
Prime Minister Muhyiddin 
Yassin to stay in power. 
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SHELDON ADELSON (1933-2021)

THE INVENTOR 
OF COTAI STRIP 

DIES AT 87
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From a small gambling center 
to a global powerhouse 
LYNZY VALLES

SHELDON Adelson played a sig-
nificant part in transforming the 

Macau SAR into a global powerhou-
se, building numerous landmarks 
that attracted millions of visitors 
– with his company’s properties, 
especially The Venetian Macao, be-
coming one of the go-to places for 
tourists.

The Cotai Strip was once a dream 
of the late casino mogul, who coined 
the term with regard to constructing 
a strip of integrated resorts in the ci-
ty’s former idle island.

The dream was to build casinos 
and hotels adjacent to each other so 
that the area would then resemble 
the Las Vegas Strip. 

The billionaire mogul and power 

S
HELDON Adelson, who 
built the largest casino com-
pany in the world and used 
his wealth to support Repu-

blican candidates and groups, has 
died. He was 87.

Adelson died from complica-
tions related to non-Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, Las Vegas Sands Corp. 
said in a statement yesterday.

A Boston cabdriver’s son, Adel-
son made his first fortune in tra-
de shows, founding what would 
become the computer industry’s 
largest event, Comdex, and selling 
it to Japan’s SoftBank Group Corp. 
for about $800 million in 1995. 
He plowed the profits into casi-
nos, first in Las Vegas and then in 
Asia where he helped turn the for-
mer Portuguese colony of Macau 
into the world’s biggest gambling 
market.

Adelson’s wealth was derived 
mostly from his majority stake in 
Las Vegas Sands, which he foun-
ded. The company, with revenue 
of $13.7 billion in 2019, operates 
a convention center and casinos 
in Las Vegas along with gambling 
resorts in Macau and Singapore. 
Adelson, who was chairman and 
chief executive officer, controlled 
more than half of the company’s 
shares.

broker who built a casino empire 
spanning from Las Vegas to China 
first visited the proposed site in Cotai 
in 2002 when it was still submerged 
under meters of water. 

When faced with water and 
marsh land, Adelson directed his 
company to build land where there 
wasn’t any, piling sand up to create 

His net worth was $33.4 billion, 
according to the Bloomberg Billio-
naires Index.

NO DOUBTS
The company confirmed in 

2020 that Adelson was conside-
ring selling his Las Vegas proper-
ties if the price he could get for 
them was high enough. The coro-
navirus pandemic caused a steep 
drop in business at casinos all over 
the world, but especially in China. 
Adelson told investors, however, 
that he was committed to investing 
billions of dollars overseas.

“We remain steadfast in my be-
liefs that Macau has the potential 
to become one of the greatest bu-
siness and leisure tourism destina-
tions in the world,” Adelson said on 
a conference call in October 2020.

In 1989, Adelson and his part-
ners bought the former Rat Pack 
hangout, the Sands Hotel and Casi-
no in Las Vegas, with an eye toward 
building a convention center to 
host Comdex. A decade later, he 
demolished the Sands and opened 
the $1.5 billion Venetian hotel on 
the site, inspired by a honeymoon 
to Italy that Adelson took with his 
second wife, the former Miriam 
Ochshorn.

“Sheldon was the love of my 

the Cotai Peninsula. Soon his Macau 
revenue outstripped that of his Las 
Vegas holdings. 

With his unconventional aim, 
The Venetian Macao became the 
first proof that the vision could be 
realised – opening its doors to the 
public on August 28, 2007. 

Cotai was intended to broaden 

life,” Miriam Adelson said in a 
statement yesterday. “He was my 
partner in romance, philanthropy, 
political activism and enterprise. 
He was my soulmate. To me - as to 
his children, grandchildren, and 

Macau’s revenue base. Industry and 
city officials envisioned a series of 
casinos mixed with other attractions 
that lured more families and con-
vention goers to the city.

The casino mogul’s USD3 billion 
investment resulted in a paradigm 
shift, creating the first truly integra-
ted resort that Asia had ever known, 

his legions of friends and admirers, 
employees and colleagues - he is 
utterly irreplaceable.”

At the time Sheldon Adelson 
developed the Venetian, most 
casinos tried to get guests out of 

combining accommodation, retail, 
dining, meeting and convention, 
and entertainment options on a pre-
viously unheard-of scale.

His brave investments in the Ma-
cau SAR has made his wealth grow 
exponentially.

Ben Lee, managing partner of 
IGamiX Management & Consul-
ting, remarked, “Sheldon Adelson 
has helped transform Macau from 
a small gambling center into a regio-
nal and global powerhouse.”

Not only was the local govern-
ment surprised of how massive the 
tourist flow The Venetian Macao ge-
nerated, but may have also surpas-
sed the expectations of the central 
government. 

“When he built the mass attrac-
tions of Sands Macao followed by 
The Venetian Macao, the outcome 
probably caught the local govern-
ment as well as Beijing by surprise 
in terms of the huge volume of mass 
traffic they generated,” he added. 

Other experts in the gaming in-
dustry has described Adelson has a 

their rooms so they would gamble 
more. Adelson instead designed 
large suites at the hotel with busi-
ness-friendly amenities such as fax 
machines, specifically catering to 
conventioneers.

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Benjamin Netanyahu says 
U.S. casino magnate Sheldon Adelson “will forever be 
remembered” for his work strengthening ties between 
the U.S. and Israel.
In a statement yesterday, Netanyahu called Adelson “one 
of history’s greatest donors to the Jewish people.” 
“Sheldon’s great actions to strengthen Israel’s position 
in the U.S. and to strengthen ties between Israel and the 

diaspora will be remembered for generations,” Netanya-
hu said in a statement, adding he had received news of 
Adelson’s death with “deep sorrow and heartbreak.”
Adelson was a staunch supporter of Netanyahu and a 
driving force in pushing President Donald Trump’s strong 
pro-Israel agenda, including the controversial move 
of the American Embassy from Tel Aviv to contested 
Jerusalem.

Netanyahu says Israel to ‘forever’ remember Sheldon Adelson

OBITUARY

Sheldon Adelson, who brought casinos   to China, dies at 87
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LAUGHING LAST
“They always derided, they 

always demonized our conven-
tion strategy,” he said, accor-
ding to a 2008 New Yorker pro-
file. “And look who is laughing 
last.”

Entering Macau was Adel-
son’s most successful wager. 
Following the 1999 handover 
of the former colony to China, 
Adelson won the rights to build 
the Sands Macao, the city’s first 
Las Vegas-style casino. After the 
2004 opening, he recouped his 
construction cost in a matter of 
months. He wound up with five 
casinos here.

Later, Adelson used his weal-
th to become a conservative for-
ce in U.S. politics and staunch 
advocate of Israel.

US POLITICS
Adelson was a late bloomer 

in business and in politics. He 
didn’t become a casino owner, 
or a Republican, until well into 
middle age. Through the 1990s 
and after his wealth soared and 
his engagement in politics in-
tensified. He was a supporter of 
President George W. Bush and 
backed Republican Rudolph 
Giuliani for the 2008 presiden-

tial race, before turning to the 
eventual candidate, Sen. John 
McCain, who lost to Barack 
Obama.

His leverage grew considera-
bly in 2010 after the Supreme 
Court’s “Citizens United” de-
cision lifted many restrictions 
on individual campaign contri-
butions. He and his wife spent 
more than $90 million on the 
2012 election, funding presi-
dential candidate Newt Gingri-
ch and later Mitt Romney, who 
also lost to Obama.

“I’m against very wealthy 
people attempting to or influen-
cing elections,” he told Forbes 
magazine in 2012. “But as long 
as it’s doable I’m going to do it.”

Adelson came around slowly 
to Trump, who during the cam-
paign had said he would be “neu-
tral” in negotiations between Is-
rael and the Palestinians. Trump 
even ridiculed his initial liking 
for Sen. Marco Rubio of Florida, 
tweeting in 2015, “Sheldon Adel-
son is looking to give big dollars 
to Rubio because he feels he can 
mold him into his perfect little 
puppet. I agree!” Adelson even-
tually endorsed Trump, but re-
mained hesitant through much 
of 2016. He gave more than $20 

“visionary, a groundbreaking 
pioneer and fearless entre-
preneur” who invented, deve-
loped and set the benchmark 
against which all would be 
measured in the Integrated 
Resort Industry

Gaming consultant Niall 
Murray recalled that the 
billionaire’s commitment to 
excellence, unmatched guest 
service and to providing an 
exceptional work environ-
ment, formed the basis for 
“the extraordinary and unpre-
cedented success of Sands 
Las Vegas, Sands China and 
Marina Bay Sands.”

“Sheldon fearlessly, passio-
nately and consistently led his 
team to reach for the stars, by 
setting bold audacious goals 

million in the final weeks of the 
campaign after reports that he 
would contribute $100 million, 
and was more generous with 
congressional races.

LITIGATION
Adelson’s Macau business 

also spawned a long-running 
wrongful termination lawsuit 
brought by a former chief of 
Sands China Ltd. who accused 
Adelson and the company of 
firing him for exposing a host 
of misdeeds. Adelson often 
clashed with attorneys while 
appearing on a Clark County 
courtroom’s witness stand.

The Sands China lawsuit 
was among dozens involving 
Adelson, whose cases included 
his suing a Wall Street Journal 
reporter for calling him “foul-
-mouthed” (the parties settled, 
the words remained) to being 
sued by his sons from his first 
marriage for cheating them out 
of money (he won).

A long-running feud with 
fellow casino tycoon Steve Wynn 
turned to friendship when 
Wynn joined Adelson’s effort 
to end online gambling. Critics 
said Adelson was trying to stifle 
competition. Adelson countered 

and bravely breaking through 
all barriers to progress along 
the way. Sheldon was the 
key driving force in building 
Sands,” said the chairman of 
the gaming consultant firm, 
Murray International Group.

Adelson’s successes with 
Sands Macao in 2004 and The 
Venetian Macao in 2007 pa-
ved the way for Cotai’s other 
integrated resort develop-
ments which were Four Sea-
sons and The Plaza Macao, 
and was followed by Sands 
Cotai Central and The Pari-
sian Macao. 

Currently, Sands China 
Ltd. employs around 28,000 
team members.

Meanwhile, Adelson and 
his wife, Dr. Miriam Adelson, 

that there was no way to ensure 
children and teenagers wouldn’t 
gamble and said he was “not in 
favor of it exploiting the world’s 
most vulnerable people.”

POOR START
“This could be a rags-to-riches 

story, but my family was too poor 
to own rags,” he said in a 2000 in-
terview with Businessweek maga-
zine.

He sold newspapers on Boston 
street corners at age 12, dropped 
out of school and became a court 
reporter for the U.S. Army.

In his early days as an entrepre-
neur, he made a living with can-
dy vending machines and selling 
toiletry kits to motels.

Adelson’s charitable contri-
butions included hundreds of 
millions for medical research. His 
philanthropic giving surpassed his 
political contributions.

Much of his philanthropy invol-
ved the Adelson Family Founda-
tion, whose primary purpose “is to 

are noted philanthropists 
who donate to a variety of ci-
vic and charitable causes.

The casino mogul passed 
away in the United States on 
the evening of January 11 at 
the age of 87 from complica-
tions related to treatment for 
non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma.  

The Macau SAR govern-
ment last night issued a sta-
tement, extending its condo-
lences to his family. “The lea-
dership of the late Mr Adelson 
has promoted the develop-
ment of Sands China in Ma-
cao. The Macau SAR Gover-
nment expresses its deepest 
sorrow on the passing of Mr 
Adelson, and extends its most 
sincere condolences to his fa-
mily,” the statement reads.

strengthen the State of Israel and 
the Jewish people,” according to 
its website.

In 2015 Adelson purchased his 
hometown newspaper, the Las 
Vegas Review-Journal, for $140 
million, a move made in secret 
that prompted the exodus of edi-
torial staff worried about conflicts 
of interest covering one of the city’s 
most prominent businessmen.

Adelson and his first wife, San-
dra, divorced in 1988, after adop-
ting three children: Mitchell, Gary 
and Shelley. Mitchell Adelson died 
in 2005.

Miriam Adelson, a physician 
specializing in drug rehabilitation, 
had two sons, Adam and Matan, 
with Adelson. She also had two 
daughters from a previous marria-
ge. Sheldon, Miriam and trusts for 
their children held almost 57% of 
the company’s shares, according 
to a 2020 filing.

A funeral will be held in Israel, 
where Miriam Adelson was born, Las 
Vegas Sands said. MDT/AGENCIES

SUCCESSION
Experts place confidence 
in LVS’s solid structure 
HONEY TSANG

THE news of the demise of 
Sheldon Adelson, chair-

man-cum-chief executive of-
ficer of Las Vegas Sands Corp 
(LVS) has shocked many in 
Macau’s casino industry. 

LVS issued a statement 
about the death of the casino 
mogul yesterday night. 

Adelson passed away at 
his home in Las Vegas, accor-
ding to the Jerusalem Post. 
His demise came in less than 
a week after the group said 
on January 7 that he had ste-
pped down from his duties 
for treatment for lymphoma, 
a type of cancer. 

“[Adelson] He had an 
unmatched ability and appe-
tite to take enormous risks, 
a feat we are unlikely to see 
again in an industry domi-
nated by faceless corporates 
types,” Ben Lee, managing 
partner of IGamiX Manage-
ment & Consulting, spoke of 
his comments about the late 
CEO to the Times yesterday. 

“Love him or hate him, his 

shoes will be extremely hard 
to fill,” Lee added. 

Niall Sean Murray, the fou-
nder and chairman of Murray 
International Group, echoes 
Lee’s remarks and told the 
Times that “his pioneering 
spirit, drive and determina-
tion cannot be matched or 
replaced.”

Ever since Adelson’s de-
parture, Robert Goldstein, 
LVS’s then president and 
chief operating officer, has 
been named acting chairman 
and CEO of both LVS and 
Sands China. 

According to the lastest 
announcement of a list of 
directors released by Sands 
China yesterday, Robert 
Goldstein will stay as acting 
chairman and CEO of LVS’s 
Macau arm after Adelson’s 
demise. 

Dr Miriam’s son-in-law, 
Patrick Dumont, is chief fi-
nancial officer, and is expec-
ted to play a leading role at 
the company in the future.

Wong Ying Wai and Chum 
Kwan Lock remain in pre-

vious positions as President 
and Chief Operating Officer, 
respectively. 

“We do not believe the-
re will be concerns around 
a change in strategy in Mr. 
Adelson’s absence,” the insti-
tution added. 

Meanwhile, JP Morgan Se-
curities also holds confidence 
that Adelson’s absence is un-
likely to have an impact on 
the direction or operations 
of Sands China as it has been 
managed by a “local manage-
ment team.”

The impact of Adelson’s 
absence on the group’s ties 
with Macau and Beijing “may 
be open for debate”, the fi-
nancial institution stated, but 
adding it sees “no negative 
impact on its positioning” by 
far. 

“However, the executive 
team at Sands are extremely 
well equipped to continue 
[Adelson’s] legacy and lead 
future growth and expansion 
of the remarkable company 
the Sheldon built,” Murray 
said. 

Sands Landmarks
2002 

May 18, 2004

August 28, 2007

August 28, 2008

April 11, 2012

September 13, 2016

February, 2021

Adelson first visited the proposed site in Cotai 

Sands Macao  

The Venetian Macao 

The Plaza Macao

Sands Cotai Central

The Parisian Macao

The Londoner Macao
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Sheldon Adelson, who brought casinos   to China, dies at 87
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SMG refutes 
viral online 
‘weather 
forecast’

The Meteorological 
and Geophysical 
Bureau (SMG)  
remarked in a reply 
to the Times that 
a recent “weather 
forecast” that is 
going viral online is 
unreliable. It urges 
people “not to believe 
false information 
on temperature 
forecasts.” The 
“online weather 
forecast” claimed, 
citing the mainland 
weather authority, 
that temperatures 
in Guangdong over 
the Lunar New Year 
period are expected 
to fall below zero. The 
local weather bureau 
added that current 
scientific capabilities 
cannot support 
reliable temperature 
forecasts beyond 10 
days.

Investigation 
wanted for 
inner harbor 
accidents

Lawmaker Ella Lei 
has demanded 
the government 
to investigate the 
multiple inner harbor 
fatal accidents. In 
her interpellation to 
the government, Lei 
pointed out the series 
of incidents where 
people died from 
drowning after they 
fell into the river at 
the inner harbor. She 
said she has received 
complaints regarding 
the problematic 
management at the 
port. Lei wants the 
government to follow 
up on the situation and 
mitigate safety risks.  

Nüwa hotel to reopen on Feb 8
LYNZY VALLES

NÜWA hotel at City of 
Dreams Macau is sla-

ted to reopen on February 
8, following refurbishment 
works.

The renovation of the ho-
tel kicked off in early 2020 
and is again ready to accom-
modate guests by February 8, 
just in time for the upcoming 
Chinese New Year. 

According to the website 
of City of Dreams Macau, the 
hotel “presents Eastern aes-

thetics and modern bespoke 
hospitality.”

Nüwa offers around 300 
accommodations, including 
33 luxurious villas.

The hotel also features a 
Michelin three-starred Can-
tonese restaurant Jade Dra-
gon, as well as spa treatmen-
ts.

In May last year, the ga-
ming operator Melco Resor-
ts & Entertainment Limited 
noted that the closure of 
the Michelin-restaurants at 
City of Dreams, which are 

the two-Michelin star Fren-
ch contemporary restaurant 
The Tasting Room; and one-
-Michelin star Japanese sushi 
restaurant Shinji by Kane-
saka was due to Nüwa’s refur-
bishment. 

Back in November, the ga-
ming operator experienced 
a moderate recovery in bu-
siness levels during the third 
quarter, benefiting from the 
gradual resumption of visa 
issuances by the mainland 
Chinese authorities under 
the Individual Visit Scheme.

Gov’t travel advice the final 
straw for tourism practitioners 
HONEY TSANG 

THE government’s entreaty for 
locals to avoid unnecessary 

travel during the Spring Festival is 
expected to be the final straw for 
some beleaguered tourist guides in 
Macau whose finances have been 
on the verge of ruin due to the pan-
demic. 

The Chairman of the Macau 
Tourist Guide Association, Wu Wai 
Fong, told the Times yesterday she 
is “very concerned” that the offical 
announcement will soon deal a de-
vastating blow to local tour guides. 

The previous hope that tourist 
guides could turn their businesses 
around across the Lunar New Year 
came crashing down following the 
appeal, made on Monday. 

“Due to the government’s ad-
vice, coupled with the worsening 
pandemic situation in China, Ma-
cau’s inbound and outbound tou-
rism markets are bound to be seve-
rely undermined,” Wu stressed. 

Macau residents are expected to 
be more risk-averse with regard to 
traveling into the mainland, given 
the rising number of Covid-19 ca-
ses there. The change in consumer 
behaviour is expected to be reflec-
ted in a lowered income for tour 
guides, who make a living through 
outbound trips to China, Wu sta-
ted. 

Some of China’s municipal go-
vernments have already issued si-
milar advice — or even measures 
— to implore residents not to set 
off on cross-city trips across the 
festival. These measures and ad-
vice are hoped to deter mainland 
holidaymakers from traveling to 
Macau, affecting Macau’s inbound 
market as well, Wu said. 

However, she expects tourists 
from the Greater Bay Area (GBA) 
will be the least affected and will 
still travel to Macau during the fes-
tival. The region’s close proximity 
to Macau offers extra reassurance 
for them to visit the city.

“Even if there is a sudden lock-
down, the GBA tourists can return 
to their hometowns in Guangdong 
province from Macau in a short pe-
riod,” Wu explained. 

As of now, Macau has a total of 
1,970 licensed tourist guides. Sin-
ce the pandemic, Wu has been se-
curing jobs of other work types — 
be it part-time taxi driving or reno-
vation work — for those who have 
been scraping by. 

“Over 50% of our members had 

no choice but to change their ca-
reer due to the pandemic,” she em-
phasized. 

Wu believes that of paramount 
importance is to prioritize public 
safety during the festival. 

However, she suggests the go-
vernment should hand out finan-
cial aid to seriously affected guides, 
and most importantly, to create 
more job opportunities for those 
who have completely gone out of 
business. 

According to TDM’s report yes-
terday, some local travel agencies 
have already reduced the number 
of trips to China, while some resi-
dents have also canceled planned 
trips to the mainland following the 
government’s advice. 

In June, the Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) announ-
ced a subsidised programme for 
local residents joining tour groups 
organised by local travel agencies 
to travel around the city.

The programme aims to main-
tain the livelihoods of local travel 
agencies, tour guides, coach drivers 
and other related staff in the travel 
industry while also benefiting local 
small- and medium-sized enter-
prises (SMEs) in the community 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

”Over 50% of our members had 
no choice but to change their 

career due to the pandemic
WU WAI FONG 

CHAIRMAN OF THE MACAU TOURIST GUIDE ASSOCIATION
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Local families express difficulties in 
hiring mainland domestic helpers
JULIE ZHU 

T
HE coronavirus is still 
making its impact felt 
this year as it causes fi-
nancial distress and mis-

fortune globally. 
In Macau, Covid-19 mostly left 

the city with a non-stop fear of 
economic depression. However, 
while many workers are worried 
about unemployment, unde-
remployment, unpaid leave and 
salary cuts, some employers are 
worried about not being able to 
find workers. 

In particular, within this ca-
tegory are families in need of a 
domestic helper who cannot cur-
rently find one.

The voices of these families are 
represented by lawmakers inclu-
ding Wong Kit Cheng, who shares 
opposite views on the topic with 
specific regard to foreign domes-
tic helpers and mainland domes-
tic helpers.

Represented by Wong, some 
employers of domestic helpers 
have been complaining about fo-
reign employees. Recently, Wong 

wrote an interpellation to the lo-
cal government urging the autho-
rity to facilitate local families hi-
ring mainland domestic helpers. 
Wong, who frequently speaks 
on affairs relating to women and 
children, specifically condemned 
foreign domestic helpers for their 
“aggressive” behavior.

“Recently, foreign helpers in-
tentionally move to other em-
ployers. They are frequently ab-
sent from work, do not pick up 
the employers’ phone calls, and 
take interviews with other fami-
lies while being absent from their 
work. [These situations] largely 
affect the employers, both in re-
gard to work and family matters. 
Since Macau has up to 30,000 fo-
reign domestic helpers, which has 
a significant impact on local fa-
milies, what are the government’s 
countermeasures?” Wong said. 

To address the issues she rai-
sed, Wong proposed the local 
government consider importing 
more domestic helpers from 
mainland China.

According to the statistics of 
the Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL), 

as of the end of September, 510 
mainland residents are working in 
Macau as domestic helpers, most 
of whom (72) are from Guang-
dong, Guangxi, and Fujian. Since 
November 2018, residents from 
Guangdong, Fujian, Guangxi, 
Huanan, Hubei, Jiangxi, Anhui, 
Sichuan and Guizhou are allowed 
to work in Macau as domestic hel-
pers.

The labour affairs authority has 
also made it clear that “currently, 
Macau has imposed no restric-
tions on the quota to hire domes-
tic helpers from mainland China.”

Lawmaker Agnes Lam also 
raised concerns over the lack of 
domestic helpers, and she once 
again urged the government to 
allow the rehiring of foreign do-
mestic helpers.

In an interpellation Lam sent 
to the government yesterday, she 
pointed out that the number of 
foreign domestic helpers has de-
creased to 29,683 in November 
2020 from 30,923 in January 2020. 
Lam also remarked that Macau 
has encountered a shortage of do-
mestic helpers. 

As a result, Lam urges the go-
vernment to consider taking spe-
cial measures to allow stranded 
and unemployed foreign domes-
tic helpers to be rehired.

Speaking to the Times, Lam 
said that she has received assis-
tance requests from approxima-
tely 20 families who have been 
unable to find a domestic helper.

In Lam’s opinion, hiring do-
mestic helpers from mainland 
China is a tough scenario at the 
current stage, as some local fami-
lies can’t afford to hire one.

Furthermore, speaking about 
foreign domestic helpers, Lam 
endorsed their work ethic.  

Political and social scientist 
Larry So shares a similar stance to 
Lam, saying, “The biggest issue is 
the difference between the sala-
ries of foreign domestic helpers 
and mainland domestic helpers.”

“There is not much chance of 
[successfully] hiring mainland 
domestic helpers for 3,000 to 
4,000 patacas, and not many local 
families can afford 7,000 to 8,000 
patacas,” said So.

So also considers rehiring 
stranded unemployed domestic 
helpers to be potential a solution.

Some mainland netizens call 
for Filipino house helpers 
WHILE Macau families are struggling to find a 

suitable domestic helper, mainland families 
are still expressing the desire to hire foreign do-
mestic helpers, especially those coming from the 
Philippines

According to netizens’ comments circulating on 
Weibo, some mainland families wish to hire Filipi-
no domestic helpers particularly because of their 
“excellence in cleaning,” and because  many Filipi-
no domestic helpers speak fluent English. 

However, as of today, mainland China has not 
officially set up a “domestic service” visa for fo-
reign nationals to work as domestic helpers. 

On Taobao, there are self-claimed “approved 
agencies” offering services for mainland families 
to hire foreign domestic helpers. These agencies 
claim that the minimum salary for a Filipino do-
mestic helper is 5,500 Chinese Yuan (6,808 pata-
cas). 

These groups do not chat with a customer via 
the official Taobao chat channel. Most of them 
propose that they discuss the matter with custo-
mers privately on WeChat. 

One of the “agencies”  requires successfully ma-
tched domestic helpers to give four months’ salary 
to the agency as a deposit. 
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SOME 58 people took two 
special chartered flights 

operated by AirAsia yester-
day to return to homes in ei-
ther Macau or Malaysia amid 
travel restrictions and a lack 
of air transport during the 
pandemic.

The low-cost carrier first 
sent an aircraft from Kuala 
Lumpur to Macau, taking 
three Macau residents back 
home. Currently, non-Macau 
residents who have been out 
of Greater China in the last 
three weeks are barred from 
entering the city.

Landing in Macau marked 
the aircraft’s primary mis-
sion, in which 50 Malaysian 
nationals, plus five other pas-
sengers of undisclosed natio-
nalities who were seeking to 

JULIE ZHU 

THE latest results of 
the Macau Consu-

mer Satisfaction Index 
show that local consu-
mers’ confidence overall 
rebounded by 25.39% 
in the fourth quarter 
of last year compared 
to the previous quar-
ter, according to a sta-
tement released by the 
Macau University of 
Science and Technology 
(MUST).

Compared with the 
previous quarter, all the 
six sub-indices included 
in the survey calculation 
rose.  

In the index, 100 poin-
ts marks a high level of 
confidence. The institute 
interviewed 830 Macau 
residents who are aged 
18 and above.

Among them, the “lo-
cal economy” sub-index 
rose the most, at 85.21 
points this quarter, an 
increase of 40.46% from 
the previous quarter. 
The “local economy” 
sub-index fell the most 
in the third quarter. 

Another increase was 
recorded for the sub-in-
dex of “employment,” at 
82.34 points, a 37.39% 
rise compared to the 

transit through the Malaysian 
capital, were taken home.

A statement issued by 
AirAsia explained that the 
special international charter 
flights were facilitated by the 
Consulate General of Malay-
sia in Hong Kong and Macau 
, in efforts to repatriate Ma-
laysian citizens in the city.

The airline highlighted the 
importance of the repatria-
tion flights, which provided 
people in both territories the 
opportunity to return home 
to be reunited with their fa-
milies ahead of the Lunar 
New Year.

Celia Lao, CEO of AirAsia 
Hong Kong & Macau, said, 
“We are honored with the 
trust from the Consulate 
General of Malaysia for this 
special arrangement to take 
place during these unprece-

previous quarter. In the 
third quarter, this sub-
-index reached its lowest 
level since the first Ma-
cau Consumer Satisfac-
tion Index in 2008 at 62.3 
points.

The sub-index of 
“property purchase” re-
corded 88.72 points, an 
increase of 38.03% from 
the previous quarter, 
while the sub-index of 
“investment in stocks” 
was 93.23 points, an in-
crease of 17.31% from 
the previous quarter.

The other two sub-
-indexes which also 
showed better perfor-
mance compared to 
the previous quarter 
were “price level” and 

dented times.”
Meanwhile, the Consul 

General of Malaysia in Hong 
Kong & Macau, Yap Wei Sin , 
commented, “I am delighted 
that 50 Malaysians in Macau, 
who have found it challen-
ging to return to Malaysia 
because of travel and flight 
restrictions, could do so with 
this special flight.”

Since Covid-19 became a 
global pandemic, travel res-
trictions have been tighte-
ned in many territories. For 
example, both jurisdictions 
of Malaysia and Macau are 
barring entry to foreign na-
tionals.

Currently, the Indonesian 
and the Philippines Consula-
tes are also working on their 
next repatriation flights to 
bring home their stranded 
residents from the city.

“living standards,” whi-
ch were up by 26.71% 
and 3.74% respectively. 
Compared to Ma-
cau, mainland con-
sumers’ confidence 
grew by 2.5% in the 
fourth quarter of 2020. 
In summary, overall 
consumer confidence 
of Macau in the fourth 
quarter of 2020 maintai-
ned the upward trend of 
the previous quarter.

“In the fourth quarter, 
the Macau Consumers’ 
Satisfaction Index ended 
the previous three quar-
ters’ downward trend, 
and the confidence is re-
bounding at an obvious 
speed,” the research 
team said.

Dozens of Malaysians 
repatriated by AirAsia, Consulate

Survey: Consumer satisfaction 
in Q4 2020 rebounds by 25.39% 

‘On Site’ returns to Fringe 
as festival-in-festival

ANTHONY LAM

THIS year, the On Site pro-
ject is set to reemerge in 

the Macao City Fringe as the 
indie art festival’s ‘Crème de 
la Fringe’. The project sees its 
third year at the same festi-
val.

Host of the local Fringe 
Festival, the Cultural Affairs 
Bureau (IC), organized a 
press meeting yesterday, in 
which they introduced two 
brains behind this year’s On 
Site project, Tracy Wong and 
Mao Wei.

Highlighting contempo-
rary artforms, both Wong and 
Mao stressed that the type of 
art is still unfamiliar to peo-
ple in Macau, despite the fact 
that show tickets sold out in 
nearly no time.

Mao recalled that when he 
was studying overseas, con-
temporary artforms, specifi-
cally contemporary dances, 

bloomed and blossomed for 
many years. The foundation 
of audience was large and re-
liable.

In contrast, the artform is 
only starting in Macau, with 
more art companies staging 
such art types. “Even on the 
mainland the artform is still 
developing,” the artist added.

In Macau, most things 
start with the government’s 
support, and when they 
don’t, people will call for the 
government’s support. This 
happened to the On Site pro-
ject, which Wong admitted 
yesterday.

“Our work first kicked off 
with the support of the go-
vernment, that’s correct,” 
Wong recalled, before justi-
fying that the project is gra-
dually finding its feet.

In addition, the project is 
also gaining external recog-
nition, as it regularly invites 
artists from other places to 
collaborate or even stage 
their own creations in Ma-
cau. However, this year, with 
border and travel restric-
tions, the in-person staging 
will not be happening. Howe-
ver, the collaboration will not 

subside.
“This year, we have invited 

several dancers from other 
cities to videotape their per-
formances, which we will 
play 30 minutes before our 
‘Body Traveler’ show,” Wong 
informed.

Body Traveler consists of 
four separate contemporary 
dance sessions at four diffe-
rent locations. The curators 
hope that the performances 
will allow members of the au-
dience to discover contem-
porary art around them whi-
le traveling around Macau.

Apart from the Body Tra-
veler sessions, there will also 
be a flash mob-style perfor-
mance at the Largo de São 
Domingos. Dancers from 
Macau and other regions, as 
well as dancers from the On 
Site – Outreach Incubation 
Program will join with local 
musician Bruce Pun to pre-
sent an improvised music 
and dance performance.

A workshop for non-dan-
cers to experience contem-
porary dances will be held 
from January 19 to 21. Details 
of other sessions are availab-
le on the festival’s website.Tracy Wong (left) and Mao Wei
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HONG KONG
Leaders ‘not in a hurry’ to 
roll out Covid-19 vaccines

SHANDONG
Rescuers seek to free 22 
following mine explosion

China expands 
lockdowns, political 
conference delayed

HONG Kong is in no hur-
ry to roll out Covid-19 

vaccinations, according to 
government advisers, pre-
ferring instead to see what 
happens in other, harder-
-hit places.

“We have the luxury of 
a bit of time to observe 
how the program is being 
rolled out elsewhere, espe-
cially on the safety side,” 
Lam Ching-choi, a medical 
doctor and member of the 
Chief Executive’s advisory 
Executive Council, said 
in an interview this week. 
“Our experts are not in a 
hurry to be the first to be 
doing a vaccination pro-
gram. We’re finding a ba-
lance between not having 
the vaccine late, and having 
adequate supplies, and we 
have the luxury to know 
that the vaccine we’ve pur-
chased is safe.”

Unlike the U.S., the U.K. 
and China, which have 
administered millions of 
vaccinations since Decem-
ber, Hong Kong has yet to 
authorize a vaccine and 
doesn’t plan to begin ino-
culations until February.

RESCUERS are seeking 
to free 22 Chinese 

workers trapped under-
ground for more than 
two days following an ex-
plosion at a partially built 
gold mine in the country’s 
east, state media reported 
yesterday. 

Some 300 rescuers 
were seeking to clear 
obstructions to reach the 
workers, whose condition 
remains unknown, the re-
ports said.

LOCKDOWNS have 
been expanded and a 

major political conferen-
ce postponed in a provin-
ce next to Beijing that is 
the scene of China’s most 
serious recent COVID-19 
outbreak. 

Residents of the city of 
Gu’an just south of Bei-
jing have been ordered to 
stay home for seven days 
starting from yesterday. 
Similar measures have 
been ordered around the 
country, particularly in the 
central city of Wuhan whe-
re 11 million people were 
placed under lockdown 
for 76 days last winter as 
the pandemic was just be-
ginning. 

Hebei has also delayed 
the meetings of the pro-
vincial People’s Congress 
and its advisory body 
that are usually held in 
February. It wasn’t clear 
when the meetings would 
be held. 

China last year postpo-
ned the holding of the Na-
tional People’s Congress 
and its advisory body in 
Beijing from March until 
May, shortening the ses-
sions and limiting media 
access in a sign of the se-
riousness with which the 
ruling Communist Party 
was treating the outbreak. 

Hebei’s provincial heal-
th commission yesterday 
reported 40 new confir-
med cases, all but one in 
the provincial capital of 
Shijiazhuang just south 

Officials already declined 
to receive a January ship-
ment of Sinovac vaccines 
because regulatory appro-
val was pending, according 
to Lam. The city has pur-
chased enough doses - a 
mix of the Pfizer Inc.-BioN-
Tech SE, Sinovac Biotech 
Ltd. and AstraZeneca Plc 
vaccines - to cover its 7.5 
million residents, and plans 
to offer people a choice of 
which vaccine they’ll take.

Hong Kong has reported 
just 9,283 coronavirus cases 
since the pandemic began, 
making it one of the most 
Covid-resilient places in the 
world. But the city is now 
struggling to contain a four-
th wave that has resurrected 
tight social distancing re-
quirements and frustrated 
local businesses - especially 
restaurants - and parents of 
school-age children. Au-
thorities have reported be-
tween 25 and 60 daily cases 
over the last week.

The city has also seen 
159 deaths from Covid-19 - 
still roughly half of the total 
death toll inflicted on Hong 
Kong from severe acute res-

The mine in the eastern 
province of Shandong was 
under construction at the 
time of the explosion. The 
cause of the blast has not 
been announced. 

Mine managers did not 
report the explosion to au-
thorities in the city of Yan-
tai until Monday evening. 

China’s mining indus-
try focused on coal used 
to be the world’s deadliest, 
suffering more than 5,000 
fatalities a year from ex-

of Beijing where trans-
port links have been cut 
and residents told to stay 
home. Local authorities 
say several dozen of the 
more than 300 confirmed 
cases reported this year 
in the city appear to be 
linked to wedding gathe-
rings. 

One new case was re-
ported in Beijing, where 
more than a dozen com-
munities and villages 
have been put under lo-
ckdown, and one in the 
northeastern province of 
Heilongjiang, bringing 
China’s reported total to 
87,591 with 4,634 deaths. 

That outbreak comes 
amid measures to curb 
the further spread of the 
virus during next month’s 
Lunar New Year holiday. 
Authorities have called 
on citizens not to travel, 
ordered schools to close a 
week early and conducted 
testing on a massive scale.

piratory syndrome, or SARS, 
which killed nearly 300 peo-
ple in the early 2000s.

In separate comments 
yesterday, Chief Executi-
ve Carrie Lam noted that 
rolling out vaccines wou-
ldn’t bring an immediate 
end to social distancing.

Hong Kong’s government 
didn’t immediately respond 
to further inquiries about 
the vaccination program.

The cautious approach 
could result in wider public 
acceptance of the vaccines 
once they become availab-
le, according to David Hui, 
a professor of respiratory 
medicine at the Chinese 
University of Hong Kong 
and a member of the gover-
nment’s Covid-19 advisory 
panel.

“It’s good that we have 
data from North America 
and also the U.K. - which 
have already commenced 
the vaccination program - to 
show us more information 
about the unknown side ef-
fects, such as severe allergic 
reaction, so we can have be-
tter preparation,” Hui said. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

plosions, floods and gas 
leaks. Safety improved 
dramatically after authori-
ties overhauled the indus-
try starting about 15 years 
ago, boosting supervision 
and closing most smaller, 
more dangerous opera-
tions.

Accidents still occur re-
latively frequently, howe-
ver, including two in the 
southwestern megacity of 
Chongqing last year that 
killed 39 miners. AP

World Health Organi-
zation scientists are due 
to arrive in China on Thur-
sday to investigate the 
origins of the coronavirus 
that was first detected in 
Wuhan in late 2019.

At a news briefing in 
Geneva, Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said the 
scientists, who hail from 
several nations, would 
be focusing on how CO-
VID-19 first jumped to 
people.

“Studies will begin in 
Wuhan to identify the po-
tential source of infection 
of the early cases,” Tedros 
said.

An Associated Press in-
vestigation recently found 
that China has been strictly 
controlling all research 
into the origins of the co-
ronavirus, and the WHO 
team will have its agenda 
and any visits within China 
approved by the Chinese 
government. AP
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American, British and French fighter jets have car-
ried out a series of bombing raids over southern Iraq.

The Iraqis have repeatedly breached the “no-fly 
zone” set up after the Gulf War - which began almost 
two years ago - and made a number of military raids 
over the border into Kuwait.

The Gulf War Allies targeted missile sites and air-
craft command and control bases.

The air raids took place early this evening, (1700 
GMT) led by American stealth fighter bombers, ba-
sed in Saudi Arabia.

Planes were also deployed from a US aircraft car-
rier in the Gulf, and British tornado bombers and 
French mirage jets joined the attack.

Initial reports suggest the mission was successful 
and there were no allied casualties.

The Iraqi ambassador to the UN, Nizar Hamdoon, 
has said the raids into Kuwait will stop.

White House spokesman, Marlin Fitzwater, said: 
“The government of Iraq should understand that 
continued defiance of UN security council resolu-
tions will not be tolerated.”

He said if the cross-border raids continued, there 
would further attacks without warning.

The UK Prime Minister, John Major, called the ac-
tion “limited and proportionate”.

He said it would mean British planes could once 
again operate in safety in the no-fly zone.

The BBC’s correspondent in Baghdad, Michael Ma-
cmillan, says the air raids are likely to strengthen su-
pport for Saddam Hussein.

Sanctions imposed since the Gulf War are bi-
ting hard and the Iraqi people support his defiance 
against the West.

Courtesy BBC News

1993 Allies bomb irAq

In context

The air raids against Iraq were not repeated.
However, relations between the two sides remained tense.
In June, US forces launched a cruise missile attack on Iraqi 
intelligence headquarters in Al-Mansur district, Baghdad, 
in retaliation for the attempted assassination of US Presi-
dent, George Bush, in April.
In November 1994, Iraq formally accepted the demar-
cation of the border with Kuwait as laid down by the UN 
Security Council.
In March 2003 George Bush’s son, George W, launched an 
attack on Iraq in spite of worldwide opposition to war.
Within a month, President Bush was claiming victory but 
there was no sign of the weapons of mass destruction he 
claimed he was trying to eliminate.
Saddam Hussein was captured in 2003 after several 
months in hiding, stood trial in an Iraqi court, was sen-
tenced to death and was executed in December 2006.
Power was officially handed back to Iraq by the US on 28 
June 2004.

this day in historyUSA

First execution of female 
inmate in 67 years halted
HEATHER 
HOLLINGSWORTH, 
MISSION (KAN.)

A 
judge has granted 
a stay in what was 
slated to be the 
U.S. government’s 

first execution of a female 
inmate in nearly seven deca-
des — a Kansas woman who 
killed an expectant mother 
in Missouri, cut the baby 
from her womb and passed 
off the newborn as her own.

Judge Patrick Hanlon 
granted the stay yesterday 
[Macau time], citing the 
need to determine Montgo-
mery’s mental competence, 
reported the Topeka Capi-
tal-Journal. Lisa Montgo-
mery faced execution today 
at the Federal Correctional 
Complex in Terre Haute, In-
diana, just eight days before 
President-elect Joe Biden, an 
opponent of the federal dea-
th penalty, takes office. 

Montgomery drove about 
170 miles from her Melvern, 
Kansas, farmhouse to the 
northwest Missouri town of 
Skidmore under the guise 
of adopting a rat terrier pu-
ppy from Bobbie Jo Stinnett, 
a 23-year-old dog breeder. 
She strangled Stinnett with 
a rope before performing a 
crude cesarean and fleeing 
with the baby.

She was arrested the next 
day after showing off the 
premature infant, Victoria Jo, 
who is now 16 years old and 
hasn’t spoken publicly about 
the tragedy.

“As we walked across the 
threshold our Amber Alert 
was scrolling across the TV 
at that very moment,” recal-
led Randy Strong, who was 
part of the northwest Mis-
souri major case squad at 
the time. 

He looked to his right and 
saw Montgomery holding 
the newborn and was awash 
in relief when she handed 
her over to law enforcement. 
The preceding hours had 
been a blur in which he pho-
tographed Stinnett’s body 
and spent a sleepless night 
looking for clues — unsu-
re of whether the baby was 
dead or alive and no idea 
what she looked like. 

But then tips began ar-
riving about Montgomery, 
who had a history of faking 
pregnancies and suddenly 
had a baby. Strong, now the 
sheriff of Nodaway County, 

where the killing happened, 
hopped in an unmarked car 
with another officer. He lear-
ned while en route that the 
email address fischer4kids@
hotmail.com that was used 
to set up the deadly meeting 
with Stinnett had been sent 
from a dial-up connection at 
Montgomery’s home.

“I absolutely knew I was 
walking into the killer’s 
home,” recalled Strong, 
saying rat terriers ran arou-
nd his feet as he approached 
her house. Like Stinnett, 
Montgomery also raised rat 
terriers. 

Bobbie Jo Stinnett’s mo-
ther, Becky Harper, sobbed 
as she told a Missouri dis-
patcher about stumbling 
across her daughter in a pool 
of blood, her womb slashed 
open and the child she had 
been carrying missing.

“It’s like she exploded or 
something,” Harper told the 
dispatcher on Dec. 16, 2004, 
during the desperate yet futi-
le attempt to get help for her 
daughter.

Prosecutors said her mo-
tive was that Stinnett’s ex-
-husband knew she had un-
dergone a tubal ligation that 
made her sterile and plan-
ned to reveal she was lying 
about being pregnant in an 
effort to get custody of two of 
their four children. Needing 
a baby before a fast-approa-
ching court date, Montgo-
mery turned her focus on 
Stinnett, whom she had met 
at dog shows.

Montgomery’s lawyers, 
though, have argued that se-

xual abuse during Montgo-
mery’s childhood led to men-
tal illness. Attorney Kelley 
Henry spoke in favor of the 
decision, saying in a state-
ment to the Capital-Journal 
that “Mrs. Montgomery has 
brain damage and severe 
mental illness that was exa-
cerbated by the lifetime of 
sexual torture she suffered at 
the hands of caretakers.”

Her stepfather denied the 
sexual abuse in videotaped 
testimony and said he didn’t 
have a good memory when 
confronted with a transcript 
of a divorce proceeding in 
which he admitted some 
physical abuse. Her mother 
testified that she never filed 
a police complaint because 
he had threatened her and 
her children.

But the jurors who heard 
the case, some crying throu-
gh the gruesome testimony, 
disregarded the defense in 
convicting her of kidnapping 
resulting in death.

Prosecutors argued that 
Stinnett regained consciou-
sness and tried to defend 
herself as Montgomery used 
a kitchen knife to cut the 
baby girl from her womb. 
Later that day, Montgomery 
called her husband to pick 
her up in the parking lot of a 
Long John Silver’s in Topeka, 
Kansas, telling him she had 
delivered the baby earlier in 
the day at a nearby birthing 
center.

She eventually confessed, 
and the rope and bloody kni-
fe used to kill Stinnett were 
found in her car. A search of 

her computer showed she 
used it to research caesa-
reans and order a birthing 
kit. 

Stinnett’s husband, 
Zeb, told jurors his world 
“crashed to an end” when he 
learned his wife was dead. 
He said he didn’t return for 
months to the couple’s home 
in Skidmore, a small farming 
community that earlier gai-
ned notoriety after the 1981 
slaying of town bully Ken Rex 
McElroy in front of a crowd 
of people who refused to 
implicate the killer or killers. 
That crime was chronicled 
in a book, “In Broad Dayli-
ght,” as well as a TV movie, 
the film “Without Mercy” 
and the miniseries “No One 
Saw a Thing.”

Recently, on Victoria Jo’s 
birthday, he sent Strong, the 
sheriff, a message throu-
gh Facebook Messenger 
thanking him.

“I just wept,” Strong re-
called. “He is going to cons-
tantly be reminded of this 
whether in his nightmares 
or somebody is going to call 
and want to interview him. 
The family doesn’t want to 
be interviewed. They want 
to be left alone. The com-
munity of Skidmore has had 
a troubling past and history. 
They didn’t want this. They 
didn’t deserve this.”

Montgomery originally 
was scheduled to be put 
to death on Dec. 8. But the 
execution was temporarily 
blocked after her attorneys 
contracted the coronavirus 
visiting her in prison. AP

Lisa Montgomery in an undated file image provided by her attorneys
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-In your dreams!; 5- Free; 10- Hurler Hershiser; 14- Drum sound; 15- Bird 

homes; 16- Asta’s mistress; 17- On or towards the Mediterranean, for example; 18- 
Backs of feet; 19- Harrow rival; 20- Waitress; 22- Yeast enzyme; 24- Babysitter’s 
handful; 25- Course deviation; 26- Rice-___; 29- Turkish title; 32- Little bits; 36- 
Firecracker sound; 37- Asexual; 39- Road with a no.; 40- Failure to understand; 43- 
Euro forerunner; 44- Prayer; 45- Contact, e.g.; 46- Egg exterior; 48- Curvy letter; 
49- Blender setting; 50- ___ the land of the free...; 52- Droop, sink; 53- Sanctified; 57- 
Revulsion; 61- Narrow inlets; 62- Provide food; 64- Inwardly; 65- Otherwise; 66- ___ of 
Two Cities; 67- Cease; 68- Methods; 69- Hickory-nut; 70- Rail rider;
 
DOWN: 1- Bedouin; 2- Cubs slugger Sammy; 3- Robert of “The Sopranos”; 4- Wading 
bird; 5- Square; 6- Call for; 7- “Cats” monogram; 8- ___ never work!; 9- Short literary 
composition; 10- Ring combo; 11- Roster; 12- Cupid’s counterpart; 13- Alley; 21- 
Parisian pal; 23- Monument; 26- ___ Irish 
Rose; 27- Cattle spot; 28- When prompted; 
29- Eagle’s home; 30- Surmise; 31- Dumas 
dueler; 33- Judge, e.g.; 34- Compensate; 
35- Psychics claim to have a sixth one; 37- 
“All Things Considered” network; 38- Velvet 
finish?; 41- Burrowing animals; 42- Indolent; 
47- Setbacks; 49- ___ de deux; 51- 
Summarize; 52- Femme fatale; 53- Make 
beer; 54- Country singer McCann; 55- New 
Orleans is The Big ___; 56- Go out with; 
57- Poet Walter ___ Mare; 58- Golden rule 
preposition; 59- Pig; 60- Word processing 
error; 63- Tic ___ Dough;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Remind yourself  what it’s like to 
be able to do whatever you want 
whenever you want. Thinking of  
another person’s preferences is 
fine, but it’s not always the right 
way to handle things.

Apr. 20-May. 20
If  their demands on your time 
are starting to really annoy 
you, let them know that you 
need some alone time next time 
they ask to hang out. They may 
hear this as a rejection...

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
No, what tugs at your heart today 
might be a cute puppy, a fantastic 
new song, or even a movie. You 
have a lot of  affection to give out 
into the world and not enough 
people to receive it.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Try to stay close to home right 
now. There could be something 
threatening your bliss there. Stick 
with the relatives or roommates 
you think you know so well and 
get to know them even better.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Your ideal mate is more likely 
to be someone who makes you 
smile than someone who makes 
you swoon. Remember this when 
you’re considering which crushes 
to pursue. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
This is not a good time to 
throw your money around 
indiscriminately, so avoid making 
any impulse buys. Even if  you 
recently came into some money, 
you’d be better off holding on to it.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Your work life and your private life 
have been out of  balance for a while 
now, and it’s been going okay. The 
people who are getting less attention 
have been fine with it, but their 
understanding is not unending.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Why settle on just one plan for the 
entire day? There’s no reason to 
commit yourself  to doing one thing 
in the morning, when as the day 
moves forward so many other things 
will pop up as cool possibilities.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You know what is right, so don’t let 
politics or hierarchy prevent you from 
drawing attention to a situation that 
just isn’t fair. There might be no way 
to get things back in balance, but at 
least you can have a clear conscience.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
It’s much wiser for you to stick 
to safer topics like television, 
sports, and celebrity gossip. 
Believe it or not, shallow topics 
can lead to deep conversations 
sometimes.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Are you up for it? If  you feel 
intimidated by the prospect 
of  stepping into a bigger role, 
then you have the healthy 
respect for the position that it 
requires.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Take your time today in 
everything you do. Only when 
you take a long, hard look at 
how all your options might play 
out will you know exactly what 
you need to do.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Volkswagen triples electric car 
sales ahead of climate rules
DAVID MCHUGH, FRANKFURT

EUROPE’S push into electric 
cars is gathering speed — 

despite the pandemic. 
Automaker Volkswagen tri-

pled sales of battery-only cars in 
2020 as its new electric compact 
ID.3 came on the market ahead 
of tough new European Union 
limits on auto emissions. And 
Germany, long a laggard in adop-
ting electric vehicles, saw more 
people buy electrics in December 
than opted for previously domi-
nant diesel vehicles. 

Those are early signs of what 
will likely be an upcoming year of 
increasing market share for elec-
tric cars as EU regulations drive 
their adoption, despite the reces-
sion caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic that has caused the 
overall car market to shrink.

Volkswagen said yesterday its 
namesake brand sold 134,000 ba-
ttery-powered cars last year, up 
from 45,000 in 2019. 

Including hybrids, which 
combine an internal combustion 
engine and an electric motor, 
sales of electrified cars reached 

212,000, up from 82,000 in 2019.
Volkswagen’s announcement  

comes as the auto industry asso-
ciation in Germany reports that 
one in four cars sold in the coun-
try in December had an electric 
motor, uptake that was suppor-
ted by incentives as part of the 
government stimulus package 
during the COVID-19 recession. 

Battery and hybrid cars took 
26.6% of sales that month, 
running ahead of diesel cars, 
which had 26.2%. That is also a 

token of diesel’s steep decline af-
ter Volkswagen’s 2015 scandal in-
volving diesel cars rigged to cheat 
on emissions tests.

Electric cars have so far been a 
small but rapidly growing slice of 
the European market. According 
to  the European Automobile Ma-
nufacturers Association, in the 
July-September quarter of 2020 
9.9% of cars sold were chargea-
ble vehicles, up from 3.0% a year 
earlier. The association publishes 
full-year statistics on Feb. 4. 

Automakers in the EU must 
sell more zero-emission cars in 
order to meet tougher fleet avera-
ge limits on emissions of carbon 
dioxide, the primary greenhouse 
gas blamed for climate change. 
Those limits came fully into effect 
on Jan. 1. Failure to achieve a fleet 
average of less than 95 grams of 
carbon dioxide per kilometer dri-
ven can mean heavy fines. 

Sales have been driven by go-
vernment incentives, and by an 
increasing number of new mo-

dels that — like the ID.3 — were 
designed purely as electric cars, 
rather than being converted from 
internal combustion models. 
Electric-only design can mean 
more interior space as a selling 
point. The compact ID.3 isn’t co-
ming to the U.S. market, where 
Volkswagen will offer the electric 
ID.4 sport-utility vehicle made 
on the same mechanical base.

Demand has been held back 
by lack of places to charge elec-
tric cars, including for people 
who live in apartment buildings 
and can’t install a charging box 
at home. Germany’s auto asso-
ciation, the VDA, said there’s only 
one publicly available charging 
station for every 17 electric cars.

California-based Tesla has 
been a major factor in the electric 
upswing with its Model 3 and its 
proprietary network of fast-char-
ging stations. 

The government in China, the 
world’s largest auto market, is 
also pressing carmakers to lower 
emissions. 

The uptake of electric vehicles 
has been slower in the United 
States, where regulatory pressu-
re has been weaker and where 
gasoline costs as little as $2 per 
gallon, depending on the region. 
That compares to 1.30 euros per 
liter of gas, or $6 per gallon in 
Germany, much of which is ta-
xes. AP
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FOOTBALL

US soccer players hope to set 
positive example after riot

RONALD BLUM 

A 
day after last week’s 
deadly riot in the Ca-
pitol by a pro-Trump 
mob, players from the 

U.S. soccer team gathered in Bra-
denton, Florida, and considered 
what they could do to set a positi-
ve example for a shaken country.

“I think obviously we all rea-
lize how horrific those events 
were, and we all understand that 
there’s a need for a change in this 
country in a lot of ways,” forward 
Jordan Morris, one of the veteran 
players in camp, said during a 
news conference yesterday [Ma-
cau time]. “The big thing for us, 
and I’ve talked to guys about a li-
ttle bit, is hopefully as a national 
team, is to be a positive represen-
tation of what that change can be 
and how we get to move forward. 
And I think it’s also in these hard 
times we hope to be as a team — 
hopefully in a positive light.”

Coach Gregg Berhalter said 
he has not yet spoken to players 
about the events in Washington.

“This is a low point for us. The-
re’s a lot of room to improve as a 
country, and it’s something whe-
re we can all be better examples. 
We could all be better citizens,” 
Berhalter said. “We’re watching 
that. It doesn’t jibe at all with 
what we know America to be. It’s 
not who we are as a country. And 
it’s disappointing to see.”

The young U.S. player pool is 
preparing for a possible exhibi-
tion on Jan. 31 against Serbia, al-
though that match has not been 
finalized.

Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the start of World Cup 
qualifying has been delayed by a 
year until September 2021, when 
the Americans are likely to open 
at Trinidad and Tobago, where 
an October 2017 loss ended their 
streak of seven straight World 
Cup appearances.

A full player pool is likely to be 
available for a pair of March exhi-
bitions, probably in Europe, and 
for the CONCACAF Nations Lea-
gue semifinal against Honduras 
in June, followed by the final or 

third-place match, against Mexi-
co or Costa Rica. That is followed 
by the CONCACAF Gold Cup 
starting July 2, likely with a you-
nger roster.

Berhalter watched two nota-
ble performances this month by 
from Americans in Europe.

Matthew Hoppe, a 19-year-
-old forward who has not played 
at any national team level, beca-
me the first American to score a 
hat trick in Germany’s Bundes-
liga. Hoppe got three goals in 
his fifth league match, helping 
Schalke beat Hoffenheim 4-0 Sa-
turday for its first league win in 
nearly a year.

Born in Yorba Linda, Califor-
nia, Hoppe played in a Barcelo-
na-affiliated development aca-
demy in Arizona. Hoppe was in 
plans for the under-20 team last 
year before the pandemic.

“What I really liked is the tran-
sition moments, the moments 
when he won the ball,” Berhal-
ter said. “The space behind the 
defense, he was able to take ad-
vantage, that really clever mo-
vement. And then when he got 
in position to score goals, he fi-
nished them off with cleverness.”

Zack Steffen, a 25-year-
-old who has become the top 
goalkeeper on the national 
team, made his Premier League 
debut in Manchester City’s 3-1 
win over Chelsea and American 
midfielder Christian Pulisic on 
Jan. 3. MDT/AP
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FBI warns: Trump supporters planning armed 
protests ahead of Biden inauguration

The FBI has warned of possible armed protests being held 
across the U.S. as Trump supporters and far-right groups call 
for demonstrations before Joe Biden is sworn in as president.

There are reports of armed groups planning to gather at all 
50 state capitols and in Washington DC in the run-up to his 20 
January inauguration.

Security will be tight for the event after a pro-Trump mob 
stormed Congress.

House Democrats say a vote to impeach the president will 
happen today [Macau time].

They accuse President Trump of “incitement of insurrec-
tion” and say the vote will be held unless Vice-President Mike 
Pence invokes constitutional powers to remove Trump from 
office. There is no sign Pence is prepared to do so, BBC repor-
ted.

Biden and Vice-President-elect Kamala Harris are expected 
to be sworn in at a ceremony at the Capitol. The Biden team 
had already urged Americans to avoid travelling to the capital 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic, a call that is now being re-
peated by local authorities.

OPINION
World Views
Shuli Ren, MDT/Bloomberg

Pakistan Gunmen riding 
on a motorcycle shot 
and killed a policeman in 
northwestern Pakistan 
yesterday as he escorted 
a team of polio workers. 
The attack in the district 
of Karak in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province 
came on the second day 
of a nationwide anti-polio 
vaccination campaign 
that Pakistani authorities 
launched in an effort to 
eradicate the crippling 
disease by the end of the 
year. 

Egypt yesterday 
reopened its airspace 
to Qatar flights after 
regional heavyweight 
Saudi Arabia reopened its 
airspace and border with 
the Gulf Arab state last 
week, Egyptian airport 
officials said. A Qatar 
Airways plane is due to 
land in Cairo on Friday, the 
officials said.

UN Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres officially 
declared he is seeking a 
second five-year term at 
the helm of the United 
Nations.Guterres, whose 
current term ends next 
Dec. 31, said in a letter 
to General Assembly 
President Volkan Bozkir 
that “It would be my honor 
to continue to serve the 
organization in pursuing 
its purposes and fulfilling 
its noble objectives.”

Portugal The office of 
the Portuguese president 
says that Marcelo 
Rebelo de Sousa has 
tested positive for the 
coronavirus although the 
veteran politician has 
no symptoms. Rebelo 
de Sousa is 72. He took 
office in 2016 and is 
seeking a second term in 
the country’s presidential 
election on Jan. 24.
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China’s Very 
Distressed Developers 
Are Also Very Clever

Wary of billion-dollar defaults, China does not want 
its daredevil real estate developers to take on any more 
debt. Banks have been asked to limit their housing 
loan exposure, while developers that cross the so-cal-
led “three red lines” — a trio of leverage metrics Beijing 
watches — are forbidden from borrowing more.

Investors are clearly worried. China Fortune Land 
Development Co., a mid-sized developer, saw its 
dollar bonds tumble to record lows Monday. How can 
home builders get out of their distress?  

To improve their cash positions, developers can ei-
ther divest assets or go on a sales blitz. Agile Group 
Holdings Ltd. just sold stakes in seven projects to Ping 
An Insurance Group Co. of China Ltd. for 7.1 billion 
yuan ($897 million). In an very unusual proposal, Chi-
na Evergrande Group, Asia’s largest junk dollar bond 
issuer, has been offering 100% reimbursements over 
10 years to those willing to cough up the full amount 
for some of its retail shops now.

But extraordinary times call for extraordinary mea-
sures. Developers, attuned to Beijing’s fast and furious 
credit cycles, are once again coming up with naughty 
if twisty ways to borrow and survive this harsh winter. 

Beijing’s “three red lines” are based on balance sheet 
numbers. So an obvious way to circumvent regulatory 
scrutiny is to borrow through off-balance-sheet finan-
cing vehicles.

BB rated Agile did just that after crossing two of the 
red lines. Last June, Canford Mind Ltd., a shell com-
pany incorporated in the British Virgin Islands, issued 
a $175 million one-year 6.75% dollar bond “uncondi-
tionally and irrevocably guaranteed by” Agile, accor-
ding to the offering document seen by Bloomberg 
Opinion. But that $175 million debt is unlikely to show 
up on Agile’s balance sheet because the guarantee 
“shall be enforceable other than on June 30 and De-
cember 31 of each year,” the semi-annual dates on 
which the company is supposed to provide snapshots 
of its balance sheet positions. 

Agile is by no means an exception. Undisclosed, ba-
ckroom private bond deals are becoming com-
mon.  Since October, Yuzhou Group Holdings Co. and 
Ronshine China Holdings Ltd. have closed such deals, 
while Fantasia Holdings Group Co. and Logan Group 
Co. were marketing them to investors, reported Deb-
twire last month. 

China’s real estate developers have a history of using 
off-balance-sheet vehicles to effectively skirt regu-
latory scrutiny. Take joint ventures for example. In 
2019, 61% of developers rated by S&P Global Ratings 
derived at least 30% of their sales from unconsoli-
dated joint ventures, double 2017 levels, the agency 
estimates. Beijing started its corporate deleveraging 
campaign in late 2017.

Joint ventures are convenient veils. As long as the-
se partnerships are not consolidated, developers can 
pile up debt in them without having to report the fi-
nancials. The amounts involved can be significant. 
Shimao Group Holdings Ltd., one of the few develo-
pers that do report such dealings, is expected to recei-
ve 35% to 40% of its sales from joint ventures over the 
next two years, estimates S&P.

No doubt, these off-balance-sheet borrowings are 
clever ways to avoid prying eyes. But the developers 
shouldn’t shoulder all the responsibility for questio-
nable corporate governance. China’s entire $4 trillion 
corporate bond market is polluted — and the mindset 
starts at official levels. Last year, regional governmen-
ts across China were transferring useless assets to the 
books of affiliated investment companies to lower 
their official debt-to-asset leverage ratios. This, in turn, 
allowed them to raise more money for infrastructure 
and other stimulus projects. What the developers are 
doing is not so different.

So here’s a word of caution for investors. Right now, 
everyone is worried about who’s crossing the “three 
red lines.” But don’t let your guard down when the 
dust seems to settle and developers appear to be in 
the safe zone again. There will be a lot of hidden debt 
lurking in the dark.

[Abridged]

ZEKE MILLER, 
WASHINGTON

THE Trump adminis-
tration is asking states 

to speed delivery of CO-
VID-19 vaccines to people 
65 and older and to others 
at high risk by no longer 
holding back the second 
dose of the two-dose shots, 
officials said yesterday. 

Health and Human Ser-
vices Secretary Alex 
Azar said that “the 
administration in the 
states has been too 
narrowly focused.” 

As a result, he said, 
the Trump adminis-
tration is now asking 
states to vaccinate 
people age 65 and 
over and those under 
65 with underlying health 
conditions that put them at 
high risk. He said the vacci-
ne production is such that 
the second dose of the two-
-shot vaccine can be relea-
sed without jeopardizing 
immunization for those 
who got the first shot.

“We now believe that our 
manufacturing is predic-
table enough that we can 
ensure second doses are 
available for people from 
ongoing production,” Azar 
told ABC’s “Good Morning 
America.” “So everything is 
now available to our states 
and our health care provi-
ders.”

Each state has its own 
plan for who should be 
vaccinated, based on re-
commendations from the 
federal Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention. 

The CDC recommenda-
tions give first priority to 
health care workers and 
nursing home residents. 

But the slow pace of the 
vaccine rollout has frustra-
ted many Americans at a 
time when the coronavirus 
death toll has continued 
to rise. More than 376,000 
people have died, accor-
ding to the Johns Hopkins 
database.

Azar said it was now 
time to move “to the next 
phase on the vaccine pro-
gram” and expand the 
pool of those eligible to 
get the first dose. 

That also means expan-
ding the number of places 
where people can be vac-
cinated by adding com-
munity health centers and 
additional drug stores.

“We’ve already distribu-
ted more vaccine than we 
have health care workers 
and people in nursing ho-
mes,” Azar said. “We’ve got 
to get to more channels of 
administration. We’ve got 
to get it to pharmacies, 
get it to community health 
centers.”

He said the federal go-
vernment “will deploy 
teams to support states 
doing mass vaccination 

efforts if they wish to do 
so.”

U.S. Surgeon Gene-
ral Jerome Adams said 
hundreds of thousands 
of people are getting vac-
cinated every day across 
the nation, but the pace of 
inoculations needs to im-
prove.

“We’re in a race against 
this virus and quite frankly, 
we’re behind,” Adams told 

“Fox & Friends.” 
“The good news is 
that 700,000 people 
are getting vaccina-
ted every single day. 
We’re going to hit 1 
million people and 
we need to conti-
nue to pick up that 
pace.”

President-elect 
Joe Biden is expected to 
give a speech Thursday 
outlining his plan to speed 
vaccines to more people in 
the first part of his admi-
nistration. His transition 
team has vowed to relea-
se as many vaccine doses 
as possible, rather than 
continuing the Trump ad-
ministration policy of hol-
ding back millions of do-
ses to ensure there would 
be enough supply to allow 
those getting the first shot 
to get a second one.

The Pfizer-BioNTech 
vaccine requires a second 
shot about three weeks 
after the first vaccination. 
Another vaccine, this one 
produced by Moderna, re-
quires a second shot about 
four weeks afterward. 
One-shot vaccines are still 
undergoing testing. AP

US asking states to 
speed vaccine, not 
hold back second dose
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Azar said it 
was now time 

to move ‘to the 
next phase on the 
vaccine program’


