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THREE DECEASED CATS WERE AGAIN FOUND 
AT IAO HON YESTERDAY, THE SAME AREA 

WHERE ANIMAL RIGHTS GROUPS REPORTED 
THE FINDINGS OF DEAD CATS LAST WEEK

CROWN RESORTS ISN’T FIT TO RUN ITS 
NEW FLAGSHIP SYDNEY CASINO UNLESS IT 

REPLACES ITS CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
AND RESTRUCTURES THE BOARD: INQUIRY  P2 P4 P2
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Hong Kong A court 
yesterday denied bail for 
government critic and 
newspaper publisher 
Jimmy Lai who is facing 
charges under a sweeping 
new national security law. 
The ruling by the Court of 
Final Appeal comes amid 
heavy pressure from the 
Chinese government and 
state media to keep Lai in 
custody, arguing that Lai’s 
crimes against the state 
are particularly egregious 
and that he possesses the 
means to flee the semi-
autonomous southern 
Chinese city. 

Japan A navy submarine 
and a commercial ship 
from Hong Kong collided 
off Japan’s southern coast, 
causing minor injuries to 
three crewmembers of 
the submarine, defense 
officials said. There was 
slight damage to the 
submarine’s mast but it was 
able to continue sailing on 
its own.

India Businesses and 
shops closed in many 
parts of Indian-controlled 
Kashmir to mark the eighth 
anniversary of the secret 
execution of a Kashmiri 
man in New Delhi. Unlike 
in the past, no anti-India 
groups, which have long 
demanded the region’s 
independence or its merger 
with neighboring Pakistan, 
called for the strike.

Iran yesterday launched 
a coronavirus inoculation 
campaign among 
healthcare professionals 
with recently delivered 
Russian Sputnik V 
vaccines as the country 
struggles to stem the 
worst outbreak of the 
pandemic in the Middle 
East with its death toll 
nearing 59,000. Health 
Minister Saeed Namaki 
said the vaccination would 
be simultaneously carried 
out in more than 600 
medical centers across 
the country.
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GOV’T RAISES ORDERS GOV’T RAISES ORDERS 
OF COVID-19 VACCINES OF COVID-19 VACCINES 

TO 1.5 MILLIONTO 1.5 MILLION

HO TAKES THE LEAD

Anima has 
received 

donations 
totaling 

MOP809,000 
as a lifeline

IMMIGRATION LAW
Security organizations may prohibit 

non-residents from leaving territory
 P2  P4
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Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng led high-ranked officials yesterday by taking the first 
shot, aiming to send a message of trust and set an example for the population
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122 residents 
tested negative 
for antibodies

122 residents who are 
under medical observation 
after coming back to 
Macau via Tokyo on January 
21 tested negative for 
antibodies, the Novel 
Coronavirus Response 
and Coordination Center 
announced last night. Among 
the 122 quarantined residents, 
nine people who were 
categorized as close contacts 
are at the Public Health 
Clinical Center at Coloane  
Hill. 97 residents and 16 crew 
members are at the Grand 
Coloane Hotel. As for the 
two confirmed Covid-19 
cases on the flight, the last 
nasopharyngeal nucleic acid 
tests were still positive. The 
47th case had low fever but no 
signs of pneumonia; while the 
48th case feels no discomfort.

Residential price 
index records 
slight increase

The overall residential property 
price index for October - 
December 2020 increased by 
0.2% over the previous period 
(September - November 
2020) to 268.8, according to 
data from the Statistics and 
Census Service. The index for 
the Macau Peninsula (268.8) 
rose by 0.3%, while the figure 
for Taipa & Coloane (268.5) 
fell by 0.3%. Analysed by year 
of building completion, the 
indices for residential units built 
between 6 and 10 years ago 
and for those completed within 
the last five years increased by 
3.8% and 1.3% respectively.

Lawmaker calls 
for better 
transportation 
services for 
Ká Hó area
 
Lawmaker Ella Lei has urged 
the local government to 
improve transportation 
services to the Ká Hó area. 
The government has recently 
developed the premises of 
Our Lady of Sorrows Church 
at Ká Hó into a leisure zone. 
Some of the properties are 
being used as a café and art 
salon. However, there is only 
one bus passing by the area. 
Lei would like to see more 
public transportation to this 
destination and more parking 
spaces in the vicinity.

Crown Resorts isn’t fit to run 
Sydney casino, Inquiry finds
CROWN Resorts Ltd. isn’t fit 

to run its new flagship Syd-
ney casino unless it replaces its 
chief executive officer and res-
tructures the board, an inquiry 
recommended after a probe ex-
posed wide-ranging governan-
ce and anti-money laundering 
failures.

Crown is “quite unsuitable” 
to hold the license, retired ju-
dge Patricia Bergin said in an 
excoriating 751-page report 
that reserved special criticism 
for CEO Ken Barton, billionaire 
shareholder James Packer and 
long-serving board members.

The Australian gaming group 
is Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment’s former partner. In April 
last year, the Macau gaming 
group sold its last near 10% 
stake in Crown, accomplishing 
its plan to exit the Australian 
company. 

Bergin recommended 10% 
individual ownership limits at 
casinos, which would force Pa-
cker to reduce his 36% stake. 
The watchdog will consider her 
findings at a special meeting 
Feb. 12.

Crown has “poor corporate 

governance, deficient risk-ma-
nagement structures and pro-
cesses, and a poor corporate 
culture,” she said. “The scor-
ching light of this inquiry has 
exposed a number of problems 
that would have otherwise re-
mained unearthed and unre-
solved.”

The gaming regulator had 
asked Bergin to oversee an in-
quiry after a series of media 
articles in 2019 alleged mo-
ney laundering took place at 
Crown’s casinos, and the com-
pany used junket operators 
with ties to criminal gangs. 
Yesterday’s report leaves the 
immediate future of the com-
pany’s AUD2.2 billion (USD1.7 
billion) luxury Sydney resort in 
the balance. While retail opera-
tions at the site are underway, 
the start of gambling has been 
on hold since December.

‘FACILITATING MONEY 
LAUNDERING’

Bergin said it was clear that 
Crown was “facilitating money 
laundering, exposing staff to 
the risk of detention in a fo-
reign jurisdiction and pursuing 

commercial relationships with 
individuals” connected to orga-
nized crime groups.

“It is obvious that such attri-
butes would render an appli-
cant quite unsuitable to hold 
a casino license in New South 
Wales,” she said.

Crown said in a statement it 
was considering the report and 
would work with the regulator 
in relation to the findings. A 
spokesman for Packer’s private 
investment company said it will 
consider the report in detail be-
fore commenting.

It was formerly alleged that 
the company had breached its 
New South Wales casino licen-
se by agreeing to sell a 19.99% 
stake in the company to Melco. 
However, the report did not find 
the sale of shares by Packer to 
the Macau operator as a breach 
to the casino license. 

Last year’s inquiry, which 
heard from senior manage-
ment, board members and Pa-
cker, tore into the mechanics 
of the company and its ability 
to detect financial crime. At 
one stage, Bergin described the 
company’s lack of transparency 

as a “debacle.”
Yesterday’s report said Bar-

ton “has demonstrated that he 
is no match for what is needed 
at the helm of a casino licen-
see.”

Bergin’s report is one of the 
most damning critiques of an 
Australian company in deca-
des, and a rare unvarnished as-
sessment of the way one of Aus-
tralia’s most storied corporate 
dynasties - the Packers - does 
business.

It also caps a torrid period for 
Crown and Packer himself. In 
2016, Chinese authorities roun-
ded up Crown staff on the main-
land, before a court convicted 
19 current and former em-
ployees of illegally promoting 
gambling. Packer has since tried 
to sell some or all of his stake in 
Crown to at least two buyers, in-
cluding Wynn Resorts Ltd.

Bergin concluded in her re-
port that Crown had prioritized 
profits above “the safety and 
welfare of its staff in China, and 
more broadly its need to comply 
with Australian law and protect 
the casino from criminal exploi-
tation.” MDT/BLOOMBERG

three more deceased 
cats found

A lifeline of 
MOP809,000 temporarily 
bails out Anima 

THREE deceased cats were 
found in an alley at Iao 

Hon yesterday, the same area 
where animal rights groups 
initially reported the findin-
gs of three deceased cats last 
week.

In a statement, Albano 
Martins, former president of 
of Anima, said that one of the 
bodies was nearly decompo-
sed. 

Anima has informed the 
Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM).

IAM said in a statement last 
night that, following the re-
port from Anima, the bureau 
attended the scene with the 
security police to follow up. 
A body was taken back to the 
bureau for autopsy and sent 
to police for investigation.

IAM urges the public not 
to dispose any evidence of 

suspected animal cruelty or 
animal carcasses with an unk-
nown cause of death by them-
selves. 

Moreover, seven cats have 
been rescued and collected by 
IAM at the site.

All cats rescued yesterday 
will be moved to Cat’s Para-
dise after one week in IAM’s 
care.

Previously, Anima issued 
a statement on the discovery 
of three deceased cats, noting 
that they were following the 
case closely to avoid “it resul-
ting in another closed case.”

The group was referring to 
a similar case less than a mon-
th ago, where the bodies of 
five cats which were suspec-
ted to have died after falling 
from height at the Ocean Gar-
dens residential development 
in Taipa. LV

THE local animal rights 
alliance, Anima, has recei-

ved donations totaling MOP 
809,000 as a lifeline, according 
to an official statement on the 
association’s Facebook page.  

“Anima was able to pay 
the salaries for January (MOP 
370,000), debts to suppliers 
from December (MOP236,000), 
debts to staff from last year 
(MOP20,000) and still have 
around MOP183,000 (of which 
MOP50,000 was a loan from a 
friend) to pay part of the sala-
ries for February,” former Ani-
ma president Albano Martins 
stated. 

Anima was previously deep 
in financial difficulties due to a 
significant reduction in funds 
given by local casino operators 
last year, as well as a postponed 

meeting by the Macao Founda-
tion (FM) to discuss the timing 
and amount of annual financial 
support that Anima would re-
ceive from the government. 

Normally, the FM holds a 
council meeting at the end of 
each year to discuss the delivery 
schedule and the amount of 
government funding. However, 
the meeting was postponed to 
this month due to Covid-19, but 
without a concrete timeframe 
for rescheduling. 

“As we do not know when FM 
will have its meeting, we have de-
cided to continue our campaign 
in order to collect enough mo-
ney to pay the bills for January 
and the salaries for February,” 
Martins said, adding the total 
amount needed will be around 
MOP 600,000. HT
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Bernstein projects weaker 
revenue in first week of Feb
HONEY TSANG 

M
ACAU’S gross ga-
ming revenue 
(GGR) contracted 
in the first week 

of February compared with the 
same period in January 2021, 
driven by the continual pressu-
re stirred up by recent Covid-19 
outbreaks in China, according 
to a statement recently pub-
lished by Sanford C. Bernstein 
Ltd, as cited in GGRAsia. 

The investment research and 
institutional asset management 
company forecasts MOP1.5 
billion in GGR, equivalent to 
USD187.8 million, during the 
first week of February. 

This translates to a mon-
th-to-date average daily rate 
(ADR) of MOP215 million, 
down 17% and 76% from ADR 
MOP259 million and ADR 
MOP906 million in the same 
period in January 2021 and Fe-
bruary 2019, respectively.

The brokerage also attribu-

ted the month-to-month GGR 
downtrend to the “typical slow-
down” in the week before the 
Spring Festival.

The travel advisory issued by 
the municipal’s government in 
China impelling people to stay 
put during Lunar New Year has 
had a dispiriting effect on re-
ported travel intention among 

mainland travelers, further 
impeding GGR performance in 
the first week of February. 

Analysts at Bernstein is ex-
pecting “reduced visitation into 
Macau” for at least the next few 
weeks, as some mainland trave-
lers have postponed their ori-
ginal trips during the holiday 
period to after the holiday. 

Despite the brokerage’s fore-
cast, some chiefs of Macau’s casi-
no conglomerates have still been 
sanguine about business during 
Chinese New Year (CNY). 

President of Sands China Ltd 
Wilfred Wong was among them. 
He stated in the opening cere-
mony of The Londoner Macao 
on February 8 that the group has 
“high expectations” regarding 
tourist arrivals in CNY. 

“Despite the travel entreaty, 
we believe there will still be a lot 
of tourists [visiting Macau] from 
Guangdong Province. But still, 
tourist arrivals will come down to 
how many Individual Visit Sche-
me (IVS) permits will be approved 
for the holiday,” he added.

Echoing Bernstein’s projec-
tion, Wong is anticipating a slight 
delay in the peaks of hotel room 
bookings to periods beyond CNY. 
Prior to the pandemic, spikes in 
occupancy had habitually fallen 
within the first three days of the 
holiday. 

Wynn Macau Ltd president and 

executive director Ian Coughlan 
also delivered his view about CNY 
on an earnings call on February 
4, saying that the recent fall in 
Covid-19 case numbers in China, 
following some spikes in late-De-
cember and January, is “very posi-
tive” for the city’s tourism sector. 

Coughlan said he is eyeing an 
occupancy rate on par with that of 
Golden Week in October last year. 

“But certainly, [Covid-19 ou-
tbreaks in China have] affected 
bookings throughout town. So 
we’re probably looking at more 
like an October Golden Week si-
tuation than the Christmas and 
western New Year period,” he 
said. 

He also believes the impact of 
recent outbreaks in China will be 
temporary, considering that the 
virus has been contained and vac-
cination has commenced. 

Wong stated earlier that Ma-
cau’s vaccination rollout will help 
to increase travel confidence and 
propel the city’s tourism industry 
forward. 

In Macau, Chief Executive Ho 
Iat Seng and other key authori-
ties received their first dose of the 
inactivated vaccine, developed by 
China’s state-owned pharmaceu-
tical company Sinopharm Group, 
yesterday on February 9. The 
vaccination rollout for prioritized 
groups started yesterday. Vacci-
nation for the general public will 
start on February 22. 
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RENATO MARQUES

THE government has 
ordered an additional 

300,000 Covid-19 vaccine 
doses, the Secretary for So-
cial Affairs and Culture, Elsie 
Ao Ieong U, informed on the 
sidelines of the vaccination 
program launch ceremony.

The total number of 
vaccines ordered has been 

raised from the initial 1.2 
million announced to 1.5 
million, according to the 
Secretary and confirmed by 
the director of the Health 
Bureau (SSM), Lei Chin Ion.

Initially, the health au-
thorities had informed that 
the government ordered a 
total of 1.2 million doses, 
which would be distribu-
ted in equal portions of 

JULIE ZHU 

THE immigration law enacted 
earlier this month contains a 

new provision allowing the “se-
curity organizations to prevent 
non-residents from leaving the 
Macau SAR,” leaving legislators 
heavily concerned about this 
unprecedented rule.

Yesterday, the Third Standing 
Committee of the Legislative As-
sembly (AL) held a meeting to 
discuss the law – specifically, ar-
ticles 20 through 27. These eight 
provisions are related to non-re-
sident individuals.

Article 27 prescribes that the 
criminal justice system, referred 
to as “criminal police organi-
zations” in the legislation, may 
prevent a non-resident from lea-
ving Macau for the purposes of 
detaining that person, or for im-
plementing an interim measure.

For the purposes of the legis-
lation, member departments of 
Macau’s criminal justice system 
include the Judiciary Police, the 
Macao Customs Services, the 
Commission Against Corrup-
tion, and the Public Security Po-
lice Force.

“The criminal police orga-
nizations cover a large range 
of departments. If any of these 
departments issue a departu-
re-prohibition order, the order 
will be an administrative order 
but not a court order. The con-
cerned non-resident person will 
be unable to leave Macau. We 
want to know the government’s 
purpose behind the introduction 
of this provision, and how will 
the government implement the 
rule?” Vong Hin Fai, chairman of 
the Third Standing Committee, 
asked.

400,000 of the three main 
vaccines available at the 
time in the market: Si-
nopharm, Pfizer-BioNtech, 
and AstraZeneca.

The number has now 
risen, with the inclusion of 
100,000 additional doses 
from Sinopharm as well 
as an additional order of 
200,000 doses of a new vac-
cine from Gavi, the Vaccine 

According to Vong, this provi-
sion is completely unprecedented.  

The lawmakers’ attention was 
also drawn to article 23 in rela-
tion to the prohibited entry of 
“persona non grata.”

Section one of article 23 con-
tains five categories of “persona 
non grata.” These include tho-
se prohibited by international 
treaties; those suspected of ha-
ving a relationship with criminal 
organizations, especially triads; 
those suspected of international 
terrorism; those posing threa-
ts to Macau’s internal security; 
and those restricted by an ad-
ministrative measure or a court 
verdict.

According to section one of 
article 23, the immigration au-

Alliance.
According to Lei, the ad-

ditional order of vaccines 
is justified by the fact that 
local authorities cannot fo-
recast when the supply of 
the vaccines previously or-
dered will arrive in Macau, 
nor whether the companies 
will be able to supply the full 
quantity ordered.

“We ordered more vac-

thority must refuse entry to any 
person within those categories.  

Section two of article 23 then 
provides autonomy to the im-
migration authority to evaluate 
whether or not to refuse entry to 
such persons.

According to section two of ar-
ticle 23, the immigration autho-
rity can refuse to issue entry per-
mits to those convicted of crimes 
both inside and outside of Macau 
and to those whom the immi-
gration authority believes, with 
probable cause, to be planning to 
commit crimes in Macau.

“But, regardless of there being 
probable cause for the immigra-
tion authority to believe the per-
sons are going to commit crimes 
in Macau, there would be no in-

cines, namely from Si-
nopharm, because we 
fear that we cannot obtain 
enough from the other su-
ppliers. There is currently 
a huge demand worldwide 
for the vaccine and even the 
European Union is having 
difficulties ensuring their 
supply for European coun-
tries. We want to ensure that 
we will have more vaccines 
and that we get them as ear-
ly as possible,” Lei said, ex-
plaining the new order.

Earlier, the Secretary said 
that the remaining 400,000 
doses of the Sinopharm 
vaccine would arrive conti-
nuously, expressing hopes 
that a second shipment 

vestigations at all. If there are no 
investigations, how can there be 
charges? When the persons have 
not even committed crimes, 
how can there be charges?” Vong 
questioned. 

Article 26 prescribes that the 
entry prohibition is not a one- 
off measure and that the decision 
to refuse entry to a person can be 
extended.

“Is there a limitation on the 
extension of the entry ban?” 
Vong asked. He then pointed out 
that the law does not answer this 
question.

In addition, the border immi-
gration office will only issue vi-
sitor visas to non-residents who 
have arrived in Macau without a 
valid visa. 

would arrive in Macau “at 
the end of the month,” Ao 
Ieong said.

When questioned as to 
whether the government 
is considering opening the 
borders to people who have 
been vaccinated, Ao Ieong 
replied that such a decision 
still requires consideration 
and coordination with tou-
rism policies, adding, “We 
can’t assure that [even with 
the vaccine] we can fully 
prevent Covid-19. The vac-
cine is not 100% effective so 
we need to first see the reac-
tion and if we can achieve a 
good level of immunity [in 
the community]; we will see 
what we can do.”

IMMIGRATION LAW

Security organizations 
may prohibit non-residents 
from leaving territory

COVID-19

More vaccines ordered to face 
potential international shortage

3,782 non-Chinese 
departed Macau 
with gov’t 
assistance
 
The Macau SAR government has 
assisted a total of 3,782 foreign 
persons to leave Macau between 
March 2020 and the end of 2020. 
Lawmaker José Pereira Coutinho 
wrote to the government 
regarding stranded non-resident 
workers and Macau local residents’ 
mental health. The Labour Affairs 
Bureau did not comment on 
whether the bureau or the SAR 
government would implement 
flexible measures to facilitate 
the rehiring of stranded foreign 
workers. The Health Bureau (SSM) 
said that it continues to recognize 
the importance of local residents’ 
mental health. 

Gov’t open to 
criminalizing 
sex work
 
Lawmaker Wong Kit Cheng 
has proposed that the local 
government criminalize the 
supply of sex services, and the 
security authority has said that 
it will keep an open mind on the 
matter. Wong proposed that the 
SAR government amend the 
definition of pornography, and 
set up laws to specifically tackle 
the distribution of pornographic 
leaflets. In 2020, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) intercepted 29 
individuals suspected of providing 
sex services.
 

March 2 deadline 
for paying taxi 
license fee
 
Macau taxi drivers must pay their 
taxi license fee before March 
2. Drivers who fail to make the 
100 pataca payment before the 
deadline will be unable to log into 
their taxi meter and their taxi 
operation will be suspended. The 
license fee covers the whole of 
2021. As of February 5, over 9,300 
taxi drivers have already applied 
for an electronic taxi license, over 
2,600 of whom have already paid 
the license fee.
 



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 10.02.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 5

Frontline workers await their turn to receive Covid-19 jab
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CE leads high-ranked officials 
on first day of inoculation 

THE central government’s support of Macau was crucial 
to launching the vaccination plan, several government 
high-ranked officials noted on the sidelines of the com-
mencement ceremony of the Covid-19 vaccination plan 
yesterday.
When questioned on the topic by the media, the Chief 
Executive (CE), Ho Iat Seng, explained that the central 
government’s support can be seen “in the number of 
vaccines we could grant and in the early timeframe that 
we received them,” Ho said. He added, “We are a small 

city, and without cases [of the disease in the community], 
granting us this number of vaccines and allowing us to 
ensure that we will have vaccines for everyone is only 
possible with a high level of support from the central 
government.”
The CE also noted that there are currently numerous 
orders from across the world for the vaccine produced 
in the mainland and that many airplanes were waiting at 
Beijing’s airports to be loaded with vaccines to be shipped 
to many countries around the globe as he spoke.

Support of central government 
crucial to vaccination plan, gov’t says

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Chief Executive 
(CE), Ho Iat Seng, was 
the first Macau resident 
to receive the Covid-19 

vaccine, receiving his first dose 
as the vaccination plan started 
yesterday morning.

The CE led several high-
-ranked officials, including four 
of the government’s secretaries, 
to commence the immunization 
process on the first day of the 
vaccination program, aiming to 
send a message of trust and set 
an example for the population.

After receiving the vaccina-
tion, the CE noted to the media 
that, although the government 
would like the population to 
follow suit, “There is absolutely 
no pressure. This is a voluntary 
process. We just wish that the po-
pulation can cooperate with our 
preventive measures.”

Questioned as to whether, 
with the rollout of the vaccina-
tion plan, the expectations of 

economic recovery will increase, 
Ho said, “I think with the vacci-
ne, what we can guarantee is the 
health of the population. This is 
our goal, to ensure [and] safe-
guard of the population’s health. 
The economy comes next after 
the health is safeguarded.”

Ho added that he expects 
to have his second dose of the 
vaccine faster than usual, as he 
needs to travel to Beijing soon. 
According to the CE, he should 
receive his second and final dose 
of the Covid-19 vaccine in about 
two weeks.

For the CE, being the first to 
get the vaccine was not just a 
matter of setting an example but 
also providing public assurance 
that, as was announced on Mon-
day, the vaccine manufactured 
by the China National Pharma-
ceutical Group (Sinopharm) is 
safe and can be administered to 
people over the age of 60 [the CE 
is 63].

“The manufacturer has alrea-
dy announced that there is no 

age limit for the use of the vac-
cine. The main condition that 
drives the process is the health 
condition of each person,” he re-
marked.

During the speech that of-
ficiated the launch of Macau’s 
vaccination plan, the Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Culture, 
Elsie Ao Ieong U, also noted the 
importance of the vaccination as 
the most effective way to prevent 
the spread of Covid-19 and crea-
te immunity in the community.

“Although Macau is at a low 
risk, the global epidemiological 
situation is still not under con-
trol. Vaccination is the most ef-
fective way to prevent Covid-19 
at the moment. The launch of the 
vaccination program in Macau 
can create an immune barrier in 
society, providing greater protec-
tion [for] the life and safety of the 
population,” Ao Ieong said. “The 
Chief Executive, together with 
[other] high-ranked officials, will 
be the first to be vaccinated, de-
monstrating to the public the go-

vernment’s confidence in vacci-
nes and hope that the population 
can respond to the government’s 
call to ‘protect yourself, protect 
your family, protect Macau and 
administer the vaccine proacti-
vely’,” she concluded.

Next in line to receive vaccina-
tions after the CE were the Secre-
tary for Economy and Finance, 
Lei Wai Nong; Secretary for Se-
curity, Wong Sio Chak; Secretary 
for Social Affairs and Culture, 
Elsie Ao Ieong, and Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works, Rai-
mundo do Rosário.

The Secretary for Administra-
tion and Justice, André Cheong, 
was absent from the vaccination 
process, which was justified by 
the CE with reference to the fact 
that in the absence of the CE 
from his official duties, Cheong 
would replace the CE in carrying 
out such duties. Cheong is sche-
duled to be vaccinated soon.

‘VACCINES VITAL TO 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY’

The first day of the vaccina-
tion program in Macau led many 
frontline workers and others who 
are part of priority groups, to the 
specially organized Covid-19 vac-
cination room at the Conde de São 
Januário Hospital Center.

Out of the view of the cameras 
focused on the 30-government hi-
gh-ranked officials who were recei-
ving the first jabs, many frontline 
workers were awaiting their turn to 
receive the Covid-19 vaccine.

Among them was Maurice 
Chung, a medical clinic worker in 
Macau who was included in the 
first batch of people to get the vac-
cine.

To the Times, Chung expressed 
his feelings and reasoning as to 
why he believes getting the vaccine 
is important.

“Personally, I felt that [taking 
this vaccine] was just like taking 
the flu vaccine. There was nothing 
really special, and the experience 
was not painful or uncomfortable 
at all,” Chung said. “I’m happy that 
I could be vaccinated. It’s a positi-
ve for the protection of my perso-
nal health, as well as to bring back 
confidence for travelers. This is [an] 
important [factor] for the local eco-
nomy.”

“[In Macau] we are lucky [to 
have this opportunity to be] vac-
cinated. I think that other people 
in developing countries should be 
given this right and opportunity as 
well,” he concluded.

The health authorities said yes-
terday that they expect that if arou-
nd 50% of the population vaccina-
ted, it should be enough to create 
herd immunity in society and ef-
fectively prevent the spread of the 
disease, even if eventually some 
cases occur in the future, the direc-
tor of the Health Bureau (SSM), Lei 
Chin Ion, said on the sidelines of 
the vaccination event.

Questioned as to whether he 
thinks that such a figure can be 
achieved, the director said, “I be-
lieve residents will continue to 
support the government on the 
pandemic prevention and control 
measures and that we will achie-
ve this figure. […] But we are not 
forcing people to get the vaccine; 
it’s a voluntary process. Our role is 
to instill confidence and offer op-
tions,” Lei concluded. 
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Man attacks customs 
officers upon 
interception with 
excess wine
A man cursed at and atta-

cked Gongbei customs 
officers when he was inter-
cepted by the Zhuhai cus-
toms department for car-
rying an excessive amount 
of wine while entering 
Zhuhai, the Gongbei cus-
toms authority has recently 
reported.

On the morning of Fe-
bruary 6, the Macau re-
sident, surnamed Lo, at-
tempted to carry an exces-
sive amount of wine over 
the border from Macau to 
Zhuhai. Gongbei customs 
officers spotted Lo and re-
quested that he be inspec-
ted. 

After he was searched, 
the officers ordered him to 
move to another area in or-
der to instigate the relevant 
taxation processes regarding 
the wine.

Lo became agitated and 
refused to cooperate with 
the customs officers. He 
became non-compliant 
and attacked the customs 

officers, destroying bag-
gage examination devices 
and other devices on-site.

Gongbei customs officers 
then contacted the Zhuhai 
police department to handle 
the situation. Lo’s behavior 
led to a temporary closure 
of one passenger channel at 
the Gongbei border gate. 

Lo was arrested on char-
ges of civil disobedience. Ac-
cording to a report by TDM, 
Zhuhai police authority is 
charging Lo with criminal 
offenses. 

In April 2015, Gongbei cus-
toms authority intercepted a 
Macau woman transporting 
an excessive amount of wine 
to Zhuhai. She was ordered to 
pay duty taxes. While inside 
the duty-payment area, she 
drank all the wine in her pos-
session. She spent nearly two 
hours drinking three liters of 
wine. She was reportedly obli-
ged to pay a 50 renminbi duty 
fee for each bottle of wine, 
which was sold for 100 patacas 
per bottle in Macau. JZ

CRIME

Businesswoman defrauded 
currency exchange gang 
out of HKD190,000 
A mainland woman has been 

charged with defrauding a cur-
rency exchange gang out of 190,000 
Hong Kong dollars. The arrest follows 
an investigation by the Judiciary Poli-
ce (PJ). PJ revealed some of the case’s 
details during yesterday’s joint police 
press conference. 

On Thursday, PJ officers arrested 
Huang, 36, of mainland China, on 
charges of fraud stemming from her 
alleged scheme to defraud a main-
land man. The man was illicitly retai-
ling exchange currency transactions 
in the casinos. 

According to PJ, Huang and the 
alleged victim have known each 
other since November 2020 when 
they were introduced by a mutual 
acquaintance.   

Since then, Huang and the victim 
exchanged currency three times. The 
victim profited from each trade and 
he increasingly began to trust Huang. 

On November 15, Huang invited 
the alleged victim to meet in a casino, 
next to the Cage. 

During the meeting, Huang de-

manded another currency exchange 
with the victim. However, unlike in 
previous instances, Huang convinced 
the victim to give her HKD190,000 
dollars in cash and told the man that 
her money was inside a guest room 
of hotel, instructing him to go there 
alone to pick up the money. 

Huang the gave the victim a key 
to access to the alleged guest room. 
However, while the victim was hea-
ding there, Huang left the casino and 
the city. 

On February 4, the Public Security 

Police Force (PSP) identified Huang 
while she was crossing the border to 
enter Macau. 

Upon police interrogation, Huang 
denied all accusations. 

However, there is reportedly enou-
gh evidence to lead the police to be-
lieve that the suspect committed the 
crime.  

On February 5, PJ presented in-
formation about the case to the pro-
secution authority, which will then 
determine whether to file charges 
against the suspect. JZ
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Gov’t blocks Clubhouse, app used for political discussion
CHINESE authorities 

are blocking access to 
Clubhouse, a social media 
app that allowed users in 
China to discuss sensitive 
topics with people abroad 
including Taiwan and 
treatment of the country’s 
Muslim minority. 

The move adds 
Clubhouse to thousands 
of websites and social 
media apps to which the 
ruling Communist Par-
ty blocks access to try to 
control what China’s pu-
blic sees and reads. 

Service to users in 
China was interrupted 
at about 7 p.m. Monday 
in Beijing, according to 
GreatFire.org, a nonprofit 
group in the United Sta-
tes that monitors Chine-
se internet filtering and 
tries to help users cir-
cumvent it. 

President Xi Jinping’s 
government refuses to 

acknowledge the existen-
ce of its internet filters, 
but researchers abroad 
trace blockages to servers 
within state-owned Chi-
na Telecom Ltd. through 
which internet traffic into 
and out of China is requi-
red to pass. 

Xi’s government pro-
motes what it calls “in-
ternet sovereignty,” or the 
right of political leaders 
to limit what their publics 
see online.

Clubhouse tempora-
rily gave Chinese users an 

uncensored forum to talk 
about politically sensitive 
issues. Unlike many other 
social media apps, it uses 
oral conversation, which 
allowed users in China 
to talk directly to people 
in Taiwan, the self-ru-
led island claimed by the 
Communist Party as part 
of its territory, and others 
abroad.

Topics for recent dis-
cussions included Xin-
jiang region in China’s 
northwest, where the 
Communist Party has 

interned more than 1 
million ethnic Muslims.

The service requires 
users to be invited to 
join and to give their na-
mes and phone numbers. 
That prompted warnings 

Chinese users might face 
official retaliation. It is 
unclear if anyone in Chi-
na has been punished for 
using the service.

The ruling party also 
blocks access to Face-

book, Twitter and other 
global social media servi-
ces and thousands of we-
bsites run by news organi-
zations and human rights, 
Tibet, pro-democracy and 
other activists. AP

P
RESIDENT Xi Jinping 
said China stands ready 
to provide eastern Eu-
rope with coronavirus 

vaccines, part of efforts to reboot 
relations harmed by the failure of 
the government in Beijing to deli-
ver on investment promises.

The comments come amid 
tensions within the European 
Union over the bloc’s procure-
ment of shots to combat Co-
vid-19, with member states unab-
le to match the pace of other Wes-
tern nations in inoculating their 
citizens. Chinese companies have 
already provided 1 million vacci-
ne doses to Serbia, an EU aspirant 
that’s also using Russia’s Sputnik 
injection.

Addressing leaders and other 
high-level representatives at an 
online summit yesterday, Xi re-
vealed that China plans to import 
more than $170 billion of goods 
from the continent’s former com-
munist east in the next five years, 
during which time it will also dou-
ble agricultural imports. Other 
initiatives include deepening ties 
green economy, e-commerce and 
health care.

Yesterday’s meeting of the Chi-
na and Central and Eastern Eu-
ropean Countries forum - more 
commonly referred to as the CEE, 
or 17+1 - comes shortly after Bei-
jing concluded a landmark invest-
ment deal with the EU following 
seven years of negotiation. There’s 
been a a lack of regular dialogue 
of late because of the pandemic.

China is working to rebui-
ld diplomatic ties in Europe as 
it faces growing criticism from 
mainly Western countries over 
issues ranging from its handling 
of information on Covid-19 to its 

crackdown on Muslim Uighurs 
in Xinjiang and a controversial 
national-security law for Hong 
Kong that could spark an exo-
dus to the U.K.

It also wants to reset its rela-
tionship with the U.S. under Joe 
Biden after the Trump adminis-
tration fueled global skepticism 
over China’s intentions.

CEE took shape in 2012 as a 
way for China to forge ties with 
16 eastern European countries, 
many EU members that felt over-
looked by Brussels. Greece joined 
the group in 2019. Trade between 
China and these countries rea-

ched $103 billion last year, up 
8.4% year on year, China’s Com-
merce Ministry Spokesman Gao 
Feng said Feb. 4.

While supplying Serbia - and 
Hungary - with coronavirus 
vaccines developed by China’s 
Sinopharm is seen as a success, 
a lack of investment has disa-
ppointed the region. Enthu-
siasm for the 17+1 is waning as 
some countries bristle at wide-
ning trade balances with China, 
despite the Asian country poin-
ting to growing volumes with 
eastern Europe, according to a 
European diplomat in Beijing 

who asked not to be identified.
“The economic benefits that 

CEE countries anticipated to 
achieve through the 17+1 fra-
mework haven’t materialized,” 
according to a late January news-
letter compiled by Grzegorz Stec, 
an analyst with Berlin-based 
think tank Merics.

The cancellation of an in-per-
son summit planned for April 
2020 further weakened ties, and 
- in an apparent snub - Lithua-
nia and Estonia said neither their 
president nor prime minister 
would attend yesterday’s event, 
sending lower-level officials in 

their stead, Politico reported.
China is hoping to carry out 

cooperation with eastern Euro-
pe in areas in line with the Euro-
pean Union’s interests, said Wang 
Yiwei, director of the Institute of 
International Affairs at Renmin 
University in Beijing and a former 
Chinese diplomat.

“The 17 countries are rather 
marginalized in the EU, yet 
they’re at the center of the Eu-
rasian continent,” said Wang. 
“They therefore have geographi-
cal significance for China’s aspi-
rations to boost inter-connecti-
vity.” MDT/BLOOMBERG

Xi pitches vaccine to Eastern 
Europe in bid to revive ties
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The Congress Party of India, led by Pandit Jawahar-
lal Nehru, has won an outright victory in the coun-
try’s first general election.

The party has won 249 of the 489 seats contested 
in the Lower House, and even with 133 results yet 
to be declared it is clear that the Congress Party will 
control the next Parliament.

The victory has earned Pandit Nehru a further fi-
ve-year term in office. He has led the interim gover-
nment since 1947, when power passed from British 
to Indian hands, but this makes him India’s first prime 
minister to be elected by universal suffrage.

The elections are widely seen as a test for India’s 
ability to succeed as a democracy following inde-
pendence from Britain two years ago.

They are the first to be held under the new consti-
tution, drawn up with the British parliamentary sys-
tem as a model.

There were fears that extremist groups would use 
the opportunity to whip up inter-ethnic tensions, but 
to everyone’s relief voting has so far gone peacefully.

The polling operation is on a massive scale.
There are 176 million people eligible to vote, al-

though only 15% can read or write.
Symbols are being used on ballot papers for each 

of the parties and independent candidates, so that 
those who cannot read know where to cast their 
vote.

Voters are not even required to mark their ballot 
papers - they simply have to put them into a box 
marked with the symbol of their favoured candidate.

About 18,000 candidates are running for 4,412 
seats: 497 in the Lok Sabha, or lower house of par-
liament, and the rest in state government.

Although the Congress Party, which has been ine-
xtricably linked with the drive for independence, has 
secured an absolute majority in the parliamentary 
elections, it suffered some unexpected setbacks in 
state elections.

In three southern states in particular - Madras, Hy-
derabad and Travancore-Cochin - the party failed to 
win an outright majority in the face of strong support 
for the Communist Party.

The result has caused some concern in the Con-
gress Party. The states do not have to follow cen-
tral government policies, so the Communist Party’s 
strength there could potentially cause the govern-
ment serious difficulties.

However, two of the most feared militant parties - 
the Hindu Mahasabha, and the separatist Sikh Akali 
Party - did so badly that both parties are expected to 
collapse following the elections.

Courtesy BBC News

1952 IndIa passes fIrst
   test of democracy

In context

The Communist Party of India (CPI) continued to 
be a thorn in the government’s side for some years, 
particularly in the southern states.
In 1957 it was elected to rule the state government 
of Kerala (formerly Travancore-Cochin and neigh-
bouring Malabar), only to have the government dis-
missed and President’s Rule declared in 1959.
The CPI is now split into several splinter groups.
The Congress Party, largely led by Nehru family 
members, continued in an almost unbroken run of 
power until 1989.

this day in history
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US exercises in 
South China Sea 
signal Biden’s stance 
on Beijing’s claims

T
WO U.S. carriers 
conducted a mili-
tary exercise in the 
South China Sea, 

signaling that U.S. Presi-
dent Joseph Biden and his 
administration are taking 
a strong stance to oppose 
China’s territorial claims in 
the disputed waters.

The dual carrier ope-
rations by the Theodore 
Roosevelt Carrier Strike 
Group and the Nimitz Car-
rier Strike Group yesterday 
conducted a “multitude 
of exercises aimed at in-
creasing interoperability 
between assets as well as 
command and control ca-
pabilities,” the U.S. Navy 
said in a statement. The 
exercises were used to de-
monstrate the Navy’s abili-
ty to operate in challenging 
environments, it said.

“Through operations 
like this, we ensure that 
we are tactically proficient 
to meet the challenge of 
maintaining peace and 
we are able to continue 
to show our partners and 
allies in the region that we 
are committed to promo-
ting a Free and Open Indo-
-Pacific,” Rear Adm. Doug 
Verissimo, commander, 
Carrier Strike Group (CSG) 
Nine, said in the statement.

U.S. Seventh Fleet 
spokesman Lieutenant 
Joe Keiley said the carriers 
were operating in the sou-
thern part of the sea and 
“not near” the disputed Pa-
racel or Spratly islands.

The dual carrier ope-
rations come as Biden 
seeks to send a signal to 
both U.S. allies and Chi-
na that the U.S. will con-
tinue to patrol the South 
China Sea, of which China 
claims more than 80%. On 
Feb. 5, the USS John S. Mc-
Cain conducted a freedom 
of navigation operation in 

AS the U.S. Navy asserts 
its presence in the South 

China Sea, Taiwan’s leader 
says its ties with Washington 
remain solid over the transi-
tion from the Trump to the 
Biden administration. 

President Tsai Ing-wen 
said yesterday that U.S. 
military support remains 
firm even as China sends 
increasing numbers of mi-
litary aircraft into Taiwan’s 
southwestern airspace.

“I would like to reite-
rate that Taiwan will not 
back down when receiving 

the vicinity of the Paracel 
Islands.

“In the past the U.S. em-
phasized its policy main-
ly verbally, but since the 
Trump administration 
it has been promoting it 
much more explicitly with 
specific actions such as 
dispatching its two aircraft 
carriers to the South China 
Sea,” said Yongwook Ryu, 
an assistant professor at 
the National University of 
Singapore’s Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy who 
focuses on East Asia. Bi-
den “is sending out a clear 
message to Beijing that it is 
not going to be soft toward 
China on certain issues, 
including the South China 
Sea disputes, despite its 
willingness to cooperate 

pressure and will not rashly 
advance when receiving 
support,” Tsai said in a tra-
ditional Lunar New Year te-

with China on some other 
issues such as climate 
change.”

Vietnam, the Philippi-
nes, Taiwan, and China are 
among those that claim 
sovereignty to parts of the 
South China Sea.

“The U.S. side has been 
frequently sending its mi-
litary vessels to the South 
China Sea to flex its mili-
tary muscles,” Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesman 
Wang Wenbin said yester-
day in response to a ques-
tion about the U.S. opera-
tion. “China will continue 
to take necessary measures 
to ensure our sovereignty, 
security and development 
interests. We will work with 
regional countries to ensu-
re the peace and stability of 

levision address. 
“As long as the Beijing 

authorities are willing to 
resolve conflicts, we also 

the South China Sea.”
New U.S. Secretary of 

State Antony Blinken said 
in a late January call with 
Philippine counter-
part Teodoro Locsin that 
Washington rejected Bei-
jing’s maritime claims in 
the waters if they exceeded 
the maritime zones that 
China was permitted under 
international law. He pled-
ged to stand with Southeast 
Asian claimants in the face 
of Chinese pressure.

The last time the U.S. con-
ducted a dual carrier opera-
tion in the South China Sea 
was last July. About a month 
later, China sent a series of 
missiles into the South Chi-
na Sea as a warning to U.S. 
aircraft carriers and regional 
bases. MDT/BLOOMBERG

want to have a dialogue 
with them under the con-
ditions of equality and dig-
nity,” Tsai said.

While China and the 
U.S. have indicated a desire 
to curtail the raw animosi-
ty of the Trump years, both 
the Democratic and Re-
publican parties maintain 
strong support for Taiwan 
and a tough approach 
toward China over trade, 
human rights and its in-
creasingly assertive mili-
tary and foreign policies.

Tsai’s remarks came as 
the U.S. Pacific Fleet con-
ducted exercises in the 
South China Sea com-
bining ships and planes 
from the aircraft carriers 
Theodore Roosevelt and 
Nimitz.  MDT/AP

Taiwan says ties with US strong 
amid threats from China
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Stepped; 5- Periods of history; 9- Parisian possessive; 12- Fermented 

grape juice; 13- Small nails; 15- Slay; 16- Economist Smith; 17- Command to the band; 
18- Son of Isaac and Rebekah; 19- Ladies of Spain; 21- Extend the duration of; 23- 
Zilch; 24- “Much ___ About Nothing”, play by Shakespeare; 25- Figure of speech with 
“like” or “as”; 28- Bookish; 33- In readiness; 34- Classic autos; 35- Barbie, e.g.; 36- VCR 
button; 37- Yearns; 38- 1959 Kingston Trio hit; 39- Pitfall; 41- The last Mrs. Chaplin; 42- 
Island in the Bay of Naples; 44- Sebaceous cyst; 46- Parentless child; 47- Legal thing; 
48- On the peak of; 49- Ragtime dance; 53- Dehydrate; 57- Pet name; 58- Sherpa’s 
home; 60- Capital of Italy; 61- Custardy dessert; 62- Growl angrily; 63- Like Death 
Valley; 64- Religious sch.; 65- Up ___ good; 66- Swabbies;
 
DOWN: 1- “____ the night before Christmas ...”; 2- Travel on; 3- Son of Judah; 4- 
Satanic; 5- Natural gas component; 6- Worker’s reward; 7- Perform; 8- Jump lightly; 
9- Japanese soup; 10- Brio; 11- Garden 
pest; 14- Austrian composer; 15- Scar 
tissue; 20- Acting part; 22- Like some jobs; 
25- Somewhat, colloquially; 26- Not moving; 
27- Book after Jonah; 28- Medicinal shrub; 
29- Garment of ancient Rome; 30- Pizazz; 
31- Extremely; 32- Killed; 34- Chamber; 
37- Gives slack; 40- Individual; 42- Black 
bird; 43- Existing power structure; 45- Soak 
flax; 46- Verdi opera; 48- I don’t give ___!; 
49- Does in; 50- Egypt’s river; 51- Dutch 
cheese, wrapped in red wax; 52- Confined, 
with “up”; 54- When said three times, a 1970 
war movie; 55- Islamic ruler; 56- Beatty 
Oscar film; 59- Kung ___ chicken;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It doesn’t matter whether you’re 
actively looking to add some 
romance to your life right now or 
not. Today, you will be unable to 
escape the flirtatious energy that 
is flowing all around you.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Today, a jolt of  new life could 
be injected into one of  your 
older relationships. Either you’re 
suddenly seeing them in a new 
light, or they’re seeing you 
differently. It doesn’t much matter.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Just taking a long, leisurely walk 
around your neighborhood might 
do the trick. Dancing is another 
great idea. If  you can’t hit the 
town, just turn up the radio and 
move your body!

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You’ll want to play it safe today. 
There is a lot of  confusion in 
the air right now, and your 
communication could be what’s 
causing it. People could take what 
you say the wrong way.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Give all of  your opinions during 
a meeting or discussion so that 
everyone in the room knows 
where you stand. You will get 
back way more than you give, 
maybe not today, but very soon.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Be careful about making any 
compromises today. Sure, things 
might look logical at first, but 
you could get burned in the end 
unless you go over the details and 
get things nailed down.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It’s not the time to back off  and 
jealously guard your energies. 
Now is the time to reach out 
and connect with other people. 
Let them see what you’re 
capable of.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Be very careful about doing any 
business transactions with friends 
or family members right now, no 
matter how much said business 
transactions seem like a sure 
thing.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Skip talking about the weather. 
Instead, touch on more significant 
topics. If  you can make an emotional 
connection, you can encourage a 
positive change in someone you 
might never even meet again.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Just ask for what you want. If  you 
deserve something, you’ll get it. And 
if  you don’t, you won’t. If  it’s no, it’s 
not the answer you want to hear, but 
at least you’ll know sooner and can 
move on to bigger and better things.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your mind is razor sharp today, and 
it will enable you to tackle all your 
assignments and commitments with 
the grace of  a ballet dancer! Other 
people would feel overwhelmed if  they 
were in your toe shoes, but not you!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Entertain yourself  with solo 
pursuits. This is not a good day for 
team sports because your ability to 
do what you’re told won’t be strong. 
You’ll be prone to asking a lot of  
questions of  your authority figures.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
MGM organizes spring cleaning for senior citizens

In recognition of Melco Re-
sorts & Entertainment’s ener-
gy conservation efforts, the 
company has been honored 
with four accolades at  Macau 
Energy Saving Activity 2020. 

For the tenth consecuti-
ve year, the MGM organized 
spring cleaning, provided 
complimentary haircuts, mas-
sage and celebrated Chinese 
New Year with the elderly.

As part of MGM’s effort to 
send care and festive wishes 

Melco receives four accolades at 
Macau Energy Saving Activity 2020

of Continuous Energy Saving 
Award (Hotel Group).

Organized by CEM, the Ma-
cau Energy Saving Activity 
2020’s results are based on 
year-on-year kilowatt-hour 
(kWh) savings of the general 
public and businesses from 
July to October every year.

As part of Melco’s wider 
strategy towards carbon neu-
trality, in Macau, the resorts 
have achieved accumula-
ted energy savings of 19.6m 
kWh (calculated on an annual 
basis) by the end of 2020. 
According to a statement is-
sued by the gaming operator, 
the group continues to as-
sess and implement energy 
saving measures to progress 
towards their goal of Carbon 
Neutral resorts by 2030.

Center of Macau Federation 
of Trade Unions (FAOM), Seac 
Pai Van Family and Communi-
ty Service Center of General 
Union of Neighborhood Asso-
ciations of Macau  (UGAMM), 
and Centro de Dia Brilho da 
Vida of Caritas Macau. Com-
munal areas such as assembly 
rooms, activity rooms, dining 
halls and washrooms, were 
cleaned and sanitized.

Performances were also 
held at the three centers. As 
a token of blessings, MGM 
presented them with gift bags 
which contained oatmeal, lon-
gevity noodles, pre-packaged 
Chinese soup, MGM Lunar 
New Year banners, as well as 
assistive tools like magnifying 
nail-clipper.

Studio City and City of Dreams 
were awarded 1st Runner-up 
and Excellence Award of the 
Hotel Group B category res-
pectively, and Studio City and 
Altira Macau were recipients 

in the community,  the series 
of caring events benefitted 
a total of 470 senior citizens.

This year, MGM partnered 
with a small-to-medium-
-sized cleaning company 
to carry on this decade-old 
tradition at Mong Ha Elderly 

Hong Kong exchange names 
JPMorgan’s Aguzin new CEO
HONG Kong’s stock exchange 

named Nicolas Aguzin, who 
heads JPMorgan Chase & Co.’s 
international private bank, as its 
new chief executive officer.

After a protracted search, the 
52-year-old banker was appoin-
ted to a three-year term as the top 
boss at Hong Kong Exchanges & 
Clearing Ltd., according to a sta-
tement that confirmed an earlier 
Bloomberg News report. He will 
replace Charles Li, also a former 
JPMorgan banker, who announ-
ced his resignation in May and left 
at the end of last year after a deca-
de at the helm.

“Aguzin’s extensive experien-
ce in Hong Kong, mainland Chi-
na, Asia and globally, and his 
deep knowledge of global capital 

markets, will help HKEX continue 
to build its competitiveness,” the 
company said in a statement. It 
will “support the ongoing growth 
and development of Hong Kong’s 
unique financial markets,” it said.

The pick of an outsider with 
deep roots in the international fi-
nance community comes as Chi-
na’s tightening grip on the former 
British colony has raised concerns 
about the city’s status as a finan-
cial hub. He’s also stepping in as 
the bourse is riding a boom in big 
Chinese company listings and in-
flows of mainland cash.

In its long search, the board had 
been split between between pi-
cking a candidate who can opera-
te with confidence in China or one 
with a strong international back-

ground, people familiar have said. 
Aguzin, known as “Gucho,” will 
start on May 24, subject to appro-
val by Hong Kong’s Securities and 
Futures Commission.

The choice was met with some 
skepticism in Hong Kong.

“Charles Li was able to push 
through landmark initiatives lar-
gely because he knows the main-
land and how to navigate among 
Chinese officials,” said Chris-
topher Cheung, a Hong Kong 
lawmaker representing the finan-
cial services sector. “It seems on 
the surface that Aguzin doesn’t 
have that background.”

While not from Hong Kong, or 
mainland Chinese like his pre-
decessor, the Argentine-native is 
well-connected in the region after 

serving as JPMorgan’s chairman 
and CEO of Asia Pacific from 2012 
to 2020. Before that he led the bank 
in Latin America and held various 
senior investment banking roles 
after joining the U.S. bank as a fi-
nancial analyst in 1990.

The incoming CEO will need to 
build on Li’s success over the past 
years in linking the exchange clo-
ser to China, while also facing in-
creased competition from main-
land bourses in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen.

SERVING BEIJING
He’ll be working under chair-

man Laura Cha, who’s well-con-
nected in China and sees the bou-
rse’s role as serving Beijing’s inte-
rests and avoiding competition 

with the mainland, a person has 
said. Cha moved to tighten control 
over the bourse late in Li’s tenure, 
asserting more board control over 
hiring and placing checks and 
balances on strategic decisions, a 
person has said.

HKEX’s shares close 0.8% lower 
at HK$514.5 in Hong Kong, paring 
this year’s gain to 21%.

JPMorgan CEO Jamie Dimon 
congratulated Aguzin on his “im-
portant new role.”

“Gucho is an outstanding lea-
der and human being who has led 
businesses around the world for 
JPMorgan Chase with distinction 
over the past three decades,” he 
said in a statement.

Li was dubbed “Mr. China” for 
linking the bourse closer to the 
mainland and helping open doors 
for foreign investors. The exchan-
ge’s revenue doubled during his 
tenure and its stock has surged 
ahead of the broader market.

Li’s major setback, however, 
was the failed attempt to take 
over the London Stock Exchange 
Group Plc in 2019. The failed 29.6 
billion-pound ($40 billion) bid 
has dented appetite for making 
the bourse more of a global insti-
tution, which was one of the four 
targets Li set for this tenure, a per-
son has said.

In an interview with Bloomberg 
in December, Li said the CEO’s 
job is all about “steering conflict” 
both in Hong Kong and on the 
mainland, but also one that en-
tails taking risks. Tightening links 
further with the mainland is the 
“irreversible” path for the bourse, 
he said.

Even so, the push toward the 
mainland is not all welcome in 
China, in part as it seeks to pro-
mote its mainland bourses and 
open its financial markets. Expan-
ding the link to include several 
benchmark stocks has proved di-
fficult. One sticking point is whe-
ther to include shares like Alibaba 
Group Holding Ltd., which are 
dual listed and with weighted vo-
ting rights.

Nicolas Aguzin
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THE snowboarding world cham-
pionships were moved yesterday 

from China to the United States becau-
se of travel restrictions related to the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

The International Ski Federation 
said Aspen will stage slopestyle, halfpi-
pe and big air events from March 8-16. 
Zhangjiakuo had been scheduled to 
host the event from Feb. 18-28.

The Colorado resort will also now 
host four World Cup events — two each 
in snowboard and freeki — after the 
worlds.

All the events are subject to changing 
travel limits and quarantine demands 
as more transmissible variants of CO-
VID-19 spread. MDT/AP

SNOWBOARDING
World 
championships 
moved to 
Aspen from 
China

Bayern’s Robert Lewandowski celebrates after scoring his side’s opening goal during the Club World Cup semifinal 
soccer match

FOOTBALL

Bayern beats Al Ahly to 
reach Club World Cup final
AL AHLY 0, BAYERN 2

R
OBERT Lewandowski 
scored twice as Bayern 
Munich cruised into 
the Club World Cup 

final with a controlled 2-0 win 
over Egyptian club Al Ahly yes-
terday [Macau time].

Bayern was firmly in control 
of the semifinal against the Afri-
can champion and took the lead 
in the 17th minute when David 
Alaba cued up Lewandowski 
in space in the penalty area to 
hammer a shot in low.

Lewandowski missed a chan-
ce for 2-0 when he sent a lob over 
the bar with only the goalkeeper 
to beat late in the first half, but 
made up for it with a header off 
Leroy Sané’s cross in the 86th.

In the final tomorrow, Hansi 
Flick’s team will take on Mexi-
can club Tigres, which beat Bra-
zil’s Palmeiras 1-0 on Sunday. 
That made Tigres the first team 
from CONCACAF to reach a 
Club World Cup final. 

Bayern is playing for what 
would be its sixth title in 12 
months after the German lea-
gue and cup, the Champions 
League, and the German and 

European Super Cups. 
The Club World Cup is typi-

cally a low-intensity way for the 
Champions League winner to 
add another trophy to its col-
lection against opponents with 
comparatively miniscule bud-
gets. Bayern’s only Club World 
Cup title to date in 2013, beating 
Raja Casablanca of Morocco in 

the final, started a run of seven 
consecutive wins by European 
teams.

Playing in Qatar meant a dra-
matic change of temperature 
for Bayern. The German team 
played in driving snow at Hertha 
Berlin on Friday before flying to 
the gas-rich Middle Eastern na-
tion, where daytime tempera-

tures in recent days have been 
close to 30 degrees. 

Bayern has longstanding 
sponsorship ties to Qatar and 
has frequently held training 
camps there, to the opposition  
of some supporters’ groups 
concerned about human rights 
in the 2022 World Cup host na-
tion. AP
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UN experts: North Korea using 
cyber attacks to update nukes

North Korea has modernized its nuclear weapons and ballistic 
missiles by flaunting United Nations sanctions, using cyberatta-
cks to help finance its programs and continuing to seek material 
and technology overseas for its arsenal, U.N. experts said.

The panel of experts monitoring sanctions on the Northeast 
Asian nation said in a report sent to Security Council members 
yesterday [Macau time] that North Korea’s “total theft of virtual 
assets from 2019 to November 2020 is valued at approximately 
$316.4 million,” according to one unidentified country.

The panel said its investigations found that North Korean-linked 
cyber actors continued to conduct operations in 2020 against fi-
nancial institutions and virtual currency exchange houses to ge-
nerate money to support its weapons of mass destruction and 
ballistic missile programs.

In its weapons development, the experts said, Kim Jong Un’s 
government has also produced fissile material — an essential in-
gredient for producing nuclear weapons — and maintained its 
nuclear facilities. More on macaudailytimes.com

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Afghanistan A string 
of attacks yesterday 
killed five government 
employees and four 
policemen, officials said. 
No one immediately 
claimed responsibility 
for the attacks. In the 
capital, Kabul, gunmen 
opened fire and killed four 
employees of the ministry 
for rural development, 
according to Ferdaws 
Faramarz, spokesman for 
the city’s police chief.

Emirates A spacecraft 
from the United Arab 
Emirates was set to swing 
into orbit around Mars 
in the Arab world’s first 
interplanetary mission 
yesterday, the first of 
three robotic explorers 
arriving at the red planet 
over the next week and 
a half. The orbiter, called 
Amal, Arabic for Hope, 
traveled 300 million miles 
in nearly seven months 
to get to Mars with the 
goal of mapping its 
atmosphere throughout 
each season.

UN agencies received 
approval from Ethiopia’s 
government to send 25 
more staff members to 
embattled Tigray, a region 
where the United Nations 
says hunger is growing 
and much of the area 
has been inaccessible to 
humanitarian workers. 
U.N. spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric called 
the clearance “a first 
step towards ensuring 
that aid workers in Tigray 
can deliver and ramp up 
the response given the 
rapidly rising needs in the 
region.” 

Morocco Heavy rains 
flooded an illegal garment 
factory in the northern 
Moroccan city of Tangier, 
killing at least 28 workers. 
Local authorities 
said firefighters and 
emergency workers 
rescued 10 people 
from the factory, in the 
basement of a residential 
villa. Rescuers searched 
for others who might 
have been trapped in the 
sudden flooding. 
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Differences and 
divergences no 
reason for Sino-US 
conflict

Be it calling China the “most critical 
challenge” or “most serious competi-
tor”, the terms US President Joe Biden 
has adopted, although they may sound 
similar, are subtly different to those em-
ployed by his predecessor.

This was reinforced in a CBS interview 
aired on Sunday in which he said he is 
not going to deal with China the way his 
predecessor did, and his administration 
is focusing on the international rules 
of the road. Thus, despite his assertion 
he would “hold China accountable”, he 
clearly knows it is the policies of the 
Donald Trump administration that have 
created the grave situation that threa-
tens to derail Sino-US relations.

With a spokesperson for the State De-
partment affirming the administration 
adheres to the one-China principle, the 
necessary keystone for relations is in 
place, it was good to hear Biden say last 
week that he is willing to cooperate with 
China, certainly for US interests.

But breaking the impasse in relations 
entails a change of policy on the part of 
Washington, not Beijing. Since he ad-
ded that, “We need not have a conflict 
but there is going to be extreme compe-
tition”, it is easy to associate that term 
with Trump’s extreme pressure tactics 
against China. Which means that al-
though there might be essential diffe-
rences in the two back-to-back admi-
nistrations’ approaches to China, the 
intensity of their approaches could be 
of the same level.

Despite this, the awareness of the need 
for self-correction on the part of the US 
represents crucial progress. Yet, it must 
be pointed out that although China 
welcomes this, it has no reasons to feel 
grateful for it. It was therefore a positi-
ve development that the phone call be-
tween the countries’ top diplomats on 
Saturday provided the two sides with a 
chance to lay their cards on the table in 
a frank way.

However, there is no escaping the fact, 
as Yang Jiechi told his US counterpart An-
tony Blinken, the Sino-US relationship 
is at a critical moment. Managing their 
competition will be a difficult challenge, 
and the only way they can pass that test 
is by fostering greater mutual trust. And 
that can only be achieved through une-
quivocal conversations.

Candid dialogue is the only way to pre-
vent suspicions and misgivings about 
each other’s actions and intentions from 
festering into grievances, and also the 
only way to agree on remedial actions 
to ease respective concerns. Beijing and 
Washington have both acknowledged 
that their differences and divergences 
are no cause for conflict. Nor are they 
insurmountable obstacles to coope-
ration, as long as they can be properly 
managed.

China’s US policy is consistent, which 
is why, as Chinese Ambassador to the 
US Cui Tiankai told the media on Satur-
day, the ball is still in the US court. The 
onus is on the Biden administration to 
mend what the previous administration 
so rashly broke.

THE coronavirus most 
likely first appeared 

in humans after jumping 
from an animal, a team 
of international and Chi-
nese scientists looking for 
the origins of COVID-19 
said yesterday, dismis-
sing as unlikely an alter-
nate theory that the virus 
leaked from a Chinese lab. 

A closely watched visit 
by World Health Organi-
zation experts to Wuhan 
— the Chinese city where 
the first coronavirus cases 
were discovered — did not 
dramatically change the 
current understanding of 
the early days of the pan-
demic, said Peter Ben Em-
barek, the leader of the 
WHO mission.

But it did “add details 
to that story,” he said at a 
news conference as the 
group wrapped up a nearly 
four-week visit to the city. 

And it allowed the joint 
Chinese-WHO team to 
rule out one theory on 
the origins of the virus. 
The Wuhan Institute of 
Virology has collected 
many virus samples, lea-
ding to allegations that it 
may have been the source 
of the original outbreak, 
whether on purpose or ac-
cidentally. 

But experts now consi-
der the possibility of such 
a leak so improbable that 
it will not be suggested as 
an avenue of future study, 
said Embarek, a WHO food 
safety and animal diseases 
expert. 

China had already 
strongly rejected that pos-
sibility and has promoted 
other theories. The Chine-
se and foreign experts con-
sidered several ideas for 
how the disease first en-
ded up in humans, leading 
to a pandemic that has 
now killed more than 2.3 
million people worldwide.

Embarek said the initial 
findings suggest the most 
likely pathway the virus 
followed was from a bat to 
another animal and then 
to humans, adding that 
would require further re-
search. 

“The findings suggest 
that the laboratory inci-
dents hypothesis is extre-
mely unlikely to explain 
the introduction of the vi-
rus to the human popula-
tion,” he said. 

The mission was inten-
ded to be an initial step in 
the process of understan-
ding the origins of the vi-
rus, which scientists have 
posited may have passed 
to humans through a wild 
animal, such as a pango-
lin or bamboo rat. Trans-
mission directly from bats 
to humans or through the 
trade in frozen food pro-
ducts are also possibilities, 
Embarek said. 

The WHO team’s visit 
is politically sensitive for 
Beijing, which is concer-
ned about being blamed 
for alleged missteps in its 
early response to the ou-
tbreak. An AP investiga-
tion has found  that the 
Chinese government put 
limits on research into 
the outbreak and ordered 
scientists not to speak to 
reporters. 

The team — which in-
cludes experts from 10 
countries who arrived on 
Jan. 14 — visited the Hua-
nan Seafood Market, the 
site of an early cluster of 
cases in late 2019. 

Marion Koopmans, a 
Dutch virologist on the 
team, said that some ani-
mals at the market were 
susceptible or suspected 
to be susceptible to the vi-
rus, including rabbits and 

bamboo rats. And some 
could be traced to farms or 
traders in regions that are 
home to the bats that car-
ry the closest related virus 
to the one that causes CO-
VID-19.

She said the next step 
would be to look more clo-
sely at farms.

Liang Wannian, the 
head of the Chinese side, 
said the virus also appea-
red to have been spreading 
in other parts of the city 
than the market, so it re-
mains possible that the vi-
rus originated elsewhere. 

The team found no 
evidence that the disease 
was spreading widely any 
earlier than the initial ou-
tbreak in the second half 
of December 2019.

“We haven’t been able 
to fully do the research, 
but there is no indication 
there were clusters before 
what we saw happen in 
the later part of December 
in Wuhan,” Liang said. 

The visit by the WHO 
team took months to ne-
gotiate. China only agreed 
to it amid international 
pressure at the WHO’s 
World Health Assembly 
meeting last May, and Bei-
jing has continued to resist 
calls for a strictly indepen-
dent investigation. 

While China has wea-
thered some localized 
resurgences of infection 
since getting the outbreak 
under control last year, life 
in Wuhan itself has largely 
returned to normal. AP

WHO TEAM

Coronavirus unlikely 
to have leaked 
from China lab

AP
 P

H
O

TO


