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CASINO STOCKS SURGED THE MOST IN 
NEARLY TWO AND A HALF MONTHS AFTER THE 
GAMBLING HUB REOPENED TO QUARANTINE-

FREE TRAVEL FROM MAINLAND CHINA

AUSTRALIA’S CROWN RESORT 
SLIP-UPS OFFER LESSONS 

FOR MACAU’S GAMING 
SECTOR, EXPERT SAYS  P3 P3 P5

More on backpage

China Improper storage and 
use of explosives caused a 
massive blast at a gold mine 
in eastern China that killed 
10 people last month, state 
media reported yesterday.  
A total of 45 people are 
facing various punishments 
over the disaster in the 
city of Qixia in Shandong 
province, including possible 
criminal penalties, the 
ruling Communist Party’s 
People’s Daily newspaper 
said. The explosion on 
Jan. 10 released 70 tons 
of debris that blocked a 
shaft, disabling elevators 
and trapping 22 workers 
underground, prompting 
a two-week rescue effort 
that eventually brought 11 
survivors to the surface 
using a newly drilled parallel 
shaft. One person remains 
missing. 

Japan renewed its claim 
on a contested island in 
the Sea of Japan held by 
South Korea at an annual 
event, escalating tensions 
between the neighbors 
whose relations were 
already strained over Seoul’s 
demands for compensation 
for Japanese actions in 
World War II. The uninhabited 
islet in rich fishing grounds 
off the northwestern 
coast of Shimane is called 
Takeshima in Japan and 
Dokdo in South Korea. It has 
been effectively controlled 
by South Korea since the 
1950s.

Japan The operator of 
the wrecked Fukushima 
nuclear power plant said 
that two seismometers 
at one of its three melted 
reactors have been out of 
order since last year and 
did not collect data when 
a powerful earthquake 
struck the area earlier this 
month. The malfunctioning 
seismometers surfaced 
during a Nuclear Regulation 
Authority meeting on 
Monday to discuss new 
damage at the plant 
resulting from a magnitude 
7.3 quake that struck the 
region on Feb. 13.
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‘PATRIOTS’ 
SHOULD 
GOVERN 

MACAU, HK
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Pro-Beijing sectors 
in the SARs, 

including Chief 
Executive Carrie 
Lam, advocate 

a change in the 
electoral system to 

prevent ‘dissent’ 
voices access to 
public bodies 
– at all levels
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ONE COUNTRY, TWO SYSTEMS 

Scholars call to ensure only 
patriots govern the SARs
STAFF REPORTER*

SPEAKERS at a recent seminar 
about One Country, Two Sys-

tems have proposed that Macau 
evaluate whether changes to the 
city’s election rules to ensure that 
Macau is governed by patriots are 
required. 

One of the ideas the seminar 
calls for an assurance that only 
those who are patriotic should go-
vern Macau – implying that candi-
dates for the upcoming Legislative 
Assembly elections should be pa-
triotic. 

The seminar also set two bran-
ch venues, one in Hong Kong and 
the other in Macau. 

At the Macau branch venue, 
Wai Kin Lok, director of Center for 
Constitutional Law and basic Law 
Studies of the University of Macau 
(UM) and deputy director of the 
seminar’s organizer, the Chine-
se Association of Hong Kong and 
Macau Studies; and Richard Wei-
xing Hu, dean of the Faculty of So-
cial Sciences of the UM, deemed 
it necessary that Macau review its 
election rules to foster patriotism.

“Hong Kong and Macau are di-
fferent in some specific matters. I 
think that Macau needs to review 
our election rules. Only after me-
ticulous research and review can 
we talk about whether our cur-
rent election system is sufficient 
at ensuring that patriots govern 
Macau,” said Wai, according to a 
report by TDM.

Richard Weixing Hu shares 
Wai’s thoughts.

“For example, the design of the 
electoral system of Hong Kong is 
not perfect; some of those who 
do not love Hong Kong and do 
not love the country are allowed 
to run for the election [because of 
the imperfect electoral system in 
Hong Kong]. Should Macau ques-
tion that if [other] regulations are 
needed to vet the background of 
the candidates and the behaviors 
of those elected?” Hu questioned.

Two hours before the two ex-
pressed their opinions, director 
of the Hong Kong and Macau Af-
fairs Office of the State Council 
of China, Xia Baolong, made a 
clear statement that the electoral 
system of Hong Kong should be 
reformed so that those who are 
against the country can be pre-
vented from taking public posi-
tions at the government. 

The seminar took place in 
Beijing with the participation of 
approximately 200 scholars and 
politicians from both mainland 
China, Hong Kong and Macau, 
including André Cheong, Macau’s 
Secretary for Administration and 
Justice. 

LAM BACKS HK 
ELECTORAL CHANGES

Chief Executive Carrie Lam 
gave her clear support yesterday 
for electoral reforms that would 
likely further exclude opposition 
voices and cement Beijing’s con-
trol over the semi-autonomous 
Chinese city’s politics. 

Her comments came a day af-
ter the head of Hong Kong and 
Macau Affairs Office (HKMAO) 
signaled major changes would be 
coming to ensure Hong Kong is 
run by “patriots,” a sign that Chi-
na no longer intends to tolerate 
dissenting voices, 23 years after 
the former British colony was 
handed over to Chinese rule with 
a promise that it could maintain 
its own rights and freedoms for 50 
years. 

“I can understand that the cen-
tral authorities are very concerned 
– they do not want the situation to 
deteriorate further in such a way 
that ‘one country, two systems’ 
cannot be implemented,” Lam 

said at a regular news briefing. 
The Hong Kong government 

yesterday also said it plans to re-
quire district councilors — many 
of whom are directly elected by 
their constituents and who tend 
to be more politically indepen-
dent — to pledge allegiance to 
Hong Kong as a special region of 
China. Currently, only the chief 
executive, high officials, executive 
council members, lawmakers and 
judges are required to take an oath 
of office.

The electoral changes are 
expected to be discussed and 
possibly passed at next month’s 
meeting of the National People’s 
Congress, China’s rubber-stamp 
legislature, and its advisory body, 
the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference. 

They will likely take the form 
of a redistribution of votes in the 
1,200-member electoral com-
mission that selects Hong Kong’s 
chief executive, subject to Bei-
jing’s veto. The commission is 
composed of voting blocs inten-
ded to represent Hong Kong’s va-
rious economic, educational and 
social sectors, along with its lar-
gely Beijing-dominated political 
institutions. The one exception 
is the 117 commission members 
drawn from the city’s 458 local 
district councilors.

TROJAN HORSES
A strongly-worded China Daily 

editorial echoed Xiao Baolong’s 
rhetoric, stating, that “the separa-
tists and anti-China subversives 
in the Hong Kong Special Admi-
nistrative Region who have been 
trying to wage a Trojan war against 
the regional and central govern-
ments are now on tenterhooks.” 

“Enough is enough,” the state-
-controlled newspaper said in the 
article. 

“The political wrangling that 
has split Hong Kong society and 
hindered its socioeconomic deve-
lopment in recent years, the social 
unrest and violent rampages that 
upended Hong Kong society in 
2019, the ruthless and endless fi-
libustering that have impeded the 
legislature’s work and the seizure 
of local district councils in No-
vember 2019 by members of the 
opposition camp who openly ad-
vocated separatism have forced 
the SAR and central governments’ 
hands.

“Action is to be taken without 
further delay to plug the loopho-
les that have allowed subversives 
to sneak into Hong Kong’s gover-
nance establishment. It is a long 
overdue day of reckoning. After all, 
no functioning state tolerates Tro-
jan horses for long,” the editorial 
stated. *WITH AGENCIES

Guangdong’s 
plan for Foshan 
shortens distance 
to Macau
 
Guangdong province has 
drafted a 15-year plan to 
develop the railway transport 
system of Foshan. According 
to this plan, the future railway 
network will shorten the 
travel time between the city 
and Macau to one hour. San 
Longwan, Foshan’s most 
crowded district in terms of 
railway networks, is in the 
process of planning and 
building ten railway routes. 
Guangdong province expects 
San Longwan to be equipped 
with a railway transport hub 
that will shorten the travel time 
to Guangzhounan Station, 
Shenzhen, and Hong Kong to 
eight minutes, 40 minutes and 
50 minutes, respectively.
 

Lawmaker 
demands further 
details on TNR 
statistics
 
Lawmaker Leong Sun Iok 
has demanded that the local 
government release more 
detailed statistics on the city’s 
non-resident workers (TNRs). 
In his recent interpellation 
to the local government, 
Leong criticized the Labour 
Affairs Bureau (DASL)’s 
current statistics on “TNRs” 
as being “broad, general, and 
fragmented.” “Particularly, 
the statistics lack information 
regarding the ratio of local to 
non-local workers in terms of 
occupation, position, ranking 
and salary. It is difficult for 
the society to watch the 
government’s movements 
in importing non-resident 
workers,” said Leong.
 

Another local 
elite demands 
third round of 
e-vouchers  
 
Property developer, Kuan Vai 
Lam, has recommended that 
the administration authority 
consider launching another 
round of e-vouchers. He 
proposed that some changes 
should be made to e-voucher 
beneficiaries so that the 
money can help local SMEs. 
Kuan also urged the local 
government to strengthen its 
financial investment in its paid 
training programs, especially 
by targeting the sectors 
most crucial for Macau’s 
development. 
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ANTHONY LAM

LOCAL Portugue-
se photographer-

-lawyer João Miguel Bar-
ros yesterday launched 
his first photo album 
approved by Photo Lon-
don, a famous online 
repertoire of emerging 
photography masters.

Having published 
several editions of his 
photo zine series alrea-
dy, the photographer 
tried to look for themes 
which he described as 
his “purpose of the se-
ries.” Each edition has 
its own theme.

When asked about 
the impact he wanted to 
have on Macau with his 
series, apart from show-

JULIE ZHU
 

THE Public Security Police 
Force (PSP) clarified that 

the department has not ar-
rested Myanmar citizens, as 
was declared by online media 
outlet Macau Concealers.

Late Monday night, the po-
lice issued a press release in 
response to the accusation 
made by Macau Concealers 
last week.  

The online media outlet 
posted on its Facebook account 
that PSP police patrol officers 
arrested several Myanmar citi-
zens for expressing support for 
Aung San Suu Kyi, the recently 
deposed State Counsellor of 
Myanmar.

The behaviors that led to the 
purported arrest included sin-
ging and demonstrating with 
photos of Aung Sang Suu Kyi.

The same publication ac-
cused the police authority of 

casing his works, whi-
ch he considers to be 
slightly different from 
other similar works 
in Macau, he said he 
wanted to motivate all 
photographers to take 
opportunities to pub-
lish their works.

“We need to build a 
community with artists 
so that they can work for 
everybody,” Barros said.

As described by the 
author himself, “this is 
a special and different 
book, with a limited 
edition of only 150 co-
pies and 96 pages. And 
it has a particularity: it is 
a book with two spines.”

The series was first 
unveiled January last 
year. Photos included 

confiscating the blue cards 
(working permits) of the ar-
rested Myanmar citizens and 
demanding their deportation.

On February 18, PSP recei-
ved queries from Macau Con-
cealers.

“[Macau Concealers] claims 
the news agency learnt that, on 
February 14, several Myanmar 
citizens were arrested by the 
police authority, that the 
concerned individuals’ blue-
-cards were confiscated, and 
that some patrol officers were 
claiming to deport [the indi-
viduals] to Myanmar. Police 
records show that no arrest of 
any Myanmar nationals was 
made on February 24 [at the 
alleged location],” PSP said. 

The authority is calling for 
anyone who witnessed the re-
ported arrests to contact the 
police department, as PSP is 
currently investigating the 
alleged incident. 

in the first four editions 
of the series are about 
a boxer from Ghana, 
and the series is named 
Ghana Story. Barros not 
only took these pho-
tos in the west African 
country, but the boxer, 
Emmanuel Danso, even 
made trips to Macau 
in 2017, meaning that 
some photos were taken 
here.

The latest photo zine 
edition will be about a 
night out in Accra, the 
capital city of Ghana.

Yesterday’s launch 
was held to reveal Bar-
ros’s latest work, as well 
as a special box which 
is used to encapsulate 
his five existing photo 
books, titled Zine Photo. 

The sixth edition of the 
collection, according to 
Barros, is expected in 
April this year.

Despite being online, 
Photo London occa-
sionally goes offline to 
publish photo albums. 
It has published 37 mo-
nographies worldwide, 
with Barros being the 
only Portuguese photo-
grapher to receive the 
honor.

“Photo London brin-
gs the finest interna-
tional photography to 
the British capital every 
year. The fair presen-
ts the best historic and 
vintage works while also 
spotlighting fresh pers-
pectives in photogra-
phy,” according to the 
introductory section on 
its website. “Along with 
a selection of the world’s 
leading photography 
dealers and galleries, 
Photo London’s Disco-
very section is dedica-
ted to the most exciting 
emerging galleries and 
artists.”

Photographer-lawyer 
seeks to encourage locals 
with latest publication

Police say no Myanmar 
citizens arrested, deny 
media accusations

Australia’s Crown slip-ups offer lessons 
for Macau’s gaming sector, expert says
HONEY TSANG 

T
HE alleged money-lau-
nching and criminal 
misdeeds conducted by 
Australia’s Crown Resorts 

Ltd, which was said to be associa-
ted with one of Macau’s biggest 
junkets, Suncity Group, may mar 
the reputation of Macau’s casino 
industry, according to a report 
published by Steve Vickers & As-
sociates Ltd (SVA), a specialist 
political and corporate risk con-
sultancy. 

Earlier, a report into Crown Re-
sorts, chaired by former New Sou-
th Wales (NSW) Supreme Court 
judge Patricia Bergin SC, under 
the authority of the state’s Inde-
pendent Liquor and Gaming Au-
thority, was published and tabled 
in NSW parliament on February 9. 

The damning statement listed 
the evidence of the group’s alle-
ged money laundering and crimi-
nal activities, with most of them 
linked to one of the group’s pro-
perties, Crown Melbourne. The 
evidence prompted Bergin to offi-
cally condemn the casino opera-
tor “unsuitable” to hold a gaming 
license at Barangaroo, Sydney.  

According to a report by the 
Guardian, there was a video 
showing large amounts of cash 
unloaded from bags in the group’s 

high-roller room at Crown Mel-
bourne, which Bergin suspected 
was hosting money laundering 
activities. 

Bergin’s report also stated that 
Crown Resort allowed Suncity 
Group, a Macau junket that Ber-
gin stressed was linked to orga-
nized crime, to operate its high-
-roller room at Crown Melbourne. 
It was the same room shown in 
the aforementioned footage of 
money being unpacked from bags 
and exchanged for chips. 

Crown Resorts Ltd is the ope-
rator of Crown Melbourne, Crown 
Perth and Crown Sydney. Bergin 
has called for a sweeping cultural 
change in the firm, should it seek 
to prove its suitability for a ga-
ming license. 

“The [Bergin’s] report offers les-
sons not only to Crown Resort, but 
also to any businesses involved in 
the gaming sector, in Macau, or 
further afield,” Steve Vickers, fou-
nder and chief executive officer of 
SVA stated in the report. 

“The real impact is more repu-
tational than actual. Some junket 
operators have been the source of 
public adverse comment – espe-
cially relating to associations with 
triad societies and alleged money 
laundering. This will attract atten-
tion from various quarters and 
regulators,” Vickers told the Times 
when asked about the impact of 
the group’s saga on Macau’s ga-
ming industry. 

Vickers also stressed the over-
reliance of many gaming opera-
tors on Macau’s junkets to source 
VIP bettors “downplayed the risk 
of indirectly dealing with triad 
societies when doing so,” in some 
cases. 

Vickers’ report also indicated 
that Australia’s operator serious-
ly misread the determination of 
the Chinese government to act 
against gaming promotion, until 
the arrest of 19 of its staff charged 
by China for gambling promotion 
offenses, which prompted a reve-
lation for the group. 

Any roadblocks undermining 
Macau’s casino industry, which 
has served as a backbone of the 
city’s financial ecosystem, can 
have a knock-on effect on local 
businesses, ranging from hotel, 
financial and trading, to real es-
tates and leisure businesses, he 
stressed. 

Last year, the Standing Com-
mittee of the National People’s 
Congress (NPC), China’s top legis-
lature, has approved an amend-
ment to the national criminal law 
criminalizing anyone who “orga-
nizes citizens of mainland China 
to participate in gambling outsi-
de the country (or border), which 
involves a hefty sum or cases with 
serious consequences.” It will 
come into force on March 1, 2021.

The tightened law is expected 
to deal a blow to the city’s VIP sec-
tor and junket businesses. 

“The PRC government is very 
keen to prevent capital outflows 
from the mainland via unlawful 
methods so the junkets are cur-
rently under heavy government 
pressure,” Vickers told the Times. 

“The junket sector is certain-
ly down but is not completely 
out,” he stated, adding the future 
is “unclear.” However, “junkets 
seem to be amending their me-
thodology - some bigger ones are 
opening operations in South East 
Asia and are heavily involved in 
online gaming.”

He suggests that the city 
stay vigilant and ensure that its 
banking system is not “inadver-
tently compromised by those 
apparently offshore junkets who 
are actually active locally and 
using Macau.” 
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Construction 
of overbridges 
over Rotunda 
da Amizade to 
commence in 
March

The construction of 
the two overbridges 
over Rotunda da 
Amizade is slated to 
commence next month 
on March 1. The two 
overbridges will connect 
Av. do Nordeste 
(New Urban Zone A) 
and Av. da Ponte da 
Amizade respectively. 
The construction is 
scheduled to take no 
longer than 500 days.

DSAT 
exploring 
ways to tackle 
traffic jam

The Transport Bureau 
(DSAT) is planning to 
trial closing off the 
Rotunda de Pac On, 
adjacent to Estr. de Pac 
On, to mitigate traffic 
issues at the region. 
In addition, DSAL is 
planning to open a new 
one-way carriageway at 
Estr. Nordeste da Taipa 
to let vehicles head 
directly to Amizade 
Bridge.

TOURISM
Per-capita spending 
rose 77% in Q4 of 2020

Galaxy phase 4 moves 
forward, investment 
surpasses MOP13b

RENATO MARQUES

DATA released by the Sta-
tistics and Census Service 

(DSEC) shows that in the last 
quarter of 2020 there was a drop 
year-on-year in the visitors to 
Macau by 79.6%. Nevertheless, 
the same statistics show that the 
few people who did visit Macau 
in the same period (Q4) made 
spending per-capita grow year-
-on-year by 77.3% to MOP3,129 
per person.

Most of this spending was 
directly related to gaming ex-
penses, as the total spending 
of visitors when excluding such 
expenses recorded a drop by 
63.8% to MOP5.88 billion.

Leading the decline in ex-
penditure were the same-day 
visitors who spent only MOP636 
million, accountable for an 83% 
fall year-on-year. For overnight 
visitors, the decline in expen-
diture was less significant (58% 
down) to a total of MOP5.24 
billion.

For the whole of 2020, the 
total spending of visitors fell 
by 81.4% year-on-year to 
MOP11.94 billion, as the num-
ber of visitor arrivals shrank as 

much as by 85.0%. 
Total spending of overnight 

visitors and same-day visitors 
amounted to MOP9.79 billion 
and MOP2.15 billion respecti-
vely, representing respective de-
clines of 80.4% and 84.8% year-
-on-year.

With the results conditio-
ned by the border restrictions, 
the fourth quarter of 2020 was 
dominated by visitors from 
mainland traveling under the 
Individual Visit Scheme, whose 
per-capita spending surged by 
181.6% to MOP6,724.

Per-capita spending on sho-
pping, cosmetics and perfume 
(MOP795), clothing (MOP363) 
and handbags and shoes 
(MOP317) jumped by 124.1%, 
433.6% and 662.5% respectively.

Visitors’ satisfaction with 
Macau’s services and facilities 
in 2020 saw an increase across 
several domains. Visitors who 
complimented environmental 
hygiene (91.9%) and hotel ser-
vices (91.4%) rose by 5.9% and 
2.6% year-on-year respectively, 
whereas the proportion of those 
who were satisfied with public 
transport services (81.6%) soa-
red by 6.1%.

RENATO MARQUES

GALAXY Entertainment Group 
Ltd (GEG) announced on Mon-

day that Phase 4 of its Galaxy Macau 
project is progressing towards cons-
truction.

The next phase of the develop-
ment of GEG in Taipa will represent 
an investment of over MOP13 billion 
and will be built by the China State 
Construction International Holdings 
Ltd (China Construction).

The construction is expected to 
take about three years to complete.

Further details on the letter of in-
tent include a MOP245 million per-
formance promise in favor of GEG, 
aiming to ensure that all contracted 
services by China Construction are 
fulfilled within the agreed timeline.

The company previously annou-

nced that Phase 3, which is currently 
moving towards completion, and 
Phase 4 would almost exclusively in-
clude facilities related to the group’s 
non-gaming activities.

Late last year, the company sta-
ted that the impact of Covid-19 on 
Macau’s economy and the number 
of visitors would not hamper GEG’s 
expansion plans in Macau, nor its 
intentions to expand operations to 
Japan.

Nevertheless, the company also 
announced that the timelines for the 
conclusion of Phase 3 and the com-
mencement of Phase 4 would be im-
pacted by Covid-19.

Originally expected to conclude 
last year, the deadline for the cons-
truction of Phase 3 was postponed to 
mid-2021, with the opening expected 
to occur in the second half of 2021.

Macau Legend aiming to 
own gaming concession

RENATO MARQUES

THE Macau Legend Develo-
pment Ltd (Macau Legend) 

is aiming to operate the casinos 
under the company with their 
own gaming concession soon, 
the executive director, Melinda 
Chan was quoted as saying on 
several media reports.

“If we get the chance to parti-
cipate in the tender [for the new 
gaming concessions], of course, 
we will try our best to get one,” 
Chan said in a media interview 
on the sidelines of the company’s 
annual Spring Lunch on Monday.

Macau Legend currently ope-
rate their casinos under a ser-
vice agreement scheme, using 
the license owned by the con-
cessionaire SJM Holdings Ltd, a 
situation the company hopes to 
change. 

Nevertheless, the executive di-
rector noted that it is not yet pos-
sible to determine whether the 
company meets the prerequisite 
conditions to apply for the new 
concessions tender, since the 
new law and regulations that will 
govern the tender have yet to be 
disclosed by the government.

In the case that holding its own 
license is not possible, Chan be-
lieves that the company will still 
be able to continue to operate 
under the existing service agree-
ment, as she did not expect that 

the government would seek to 
introduce dramatic changes gi-
ven that the current scheme of 
“satellite casinos” accounts for a 
significant number of jobs.

“Satellite operators have ho-
tels, and they employ a lot of local 
workers. If the government sud-
denly cuts off [the satellite casi-
nos operations], that would affect 
a lot of local families,” she added.

Questioned by the media on 
whether the recent change in the 

board of directors of Macau Le-
gend, which recently appointed 
the co-chairman and chief exe-
cutive, Levo Chan, would in any 
way change the target of Macau 
Legend in the gaming market, 
Melinda Chan said that the com-
pany’s mass-market focus re-
mains unchanged, noting that 
Levo Chan’s expertise in gaming 
operations brought some “fresh 
knowledge” to Macau Legend on 
industry developments.

“We are sticking to our mass 
market clients, with a focus 
on enhancing our services. We 
hope that this will help to ex-
pand our existing customer 
base. This is our goal for the fu-
ture,” she said.

Earlier, in her opening speech 
at the Spring Lunch, Chan stated 
that she regarded Levo Chan’s 
appointment as a show of confi-
dence in the company’s prospec-
ts and of the new developments 
that under development.

NEW DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN COMING SOON

In his opening remarks at 
the same public event, the 

recently-appointed co-chair-
man and chief executive at 
Macau Legend, Levo Chan, 
noted that the company is 
currently working on a new 
development plan for Macau 
Fisherman’s Wharf (MFW ).

Without disclosing any de-
tails, Chan said that more de-
tails on the project would be 
shared at a later stage “once 
the plan is complete.” Should 
a gaming license be success-
fully obtained, the company 
will be well-positioned to ex-
pand its offerings.

It has been known for some 
time that Macau Legend aims 
to revamp MFW into a more 
appealing family-oriented 
leisure area and gaming wa-
terfront, and return the ve-
nue, located at a prime loca-
tion of the Peninsula, to some 
of its initial glamour and at-
tractiveness.

QUESTIONED by the media on the 
sidelines of the Macau Legend spring 
lunch, Melinda Chan, a former lawmak-
er at the Legislative Assembly (AL), 
said that she is not considering a return 
to the hemicycle as a candidate.
A candidate in the last term direct 

elections in 2017, Chan lost the seat 
she had been occupying at the AL 
since 2009, the year when she com-
menced her first of two terms and oc-
cupied the last available seat dedicated 
to the directly elected lawmakers at 
the time.

Melinda Chan not considering 
rerunning for AL
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Three shots in the arm for the 
gaming industry: JP Morgan
HONEY TSANG 

AS of yesterday mor-
ning, Macau’s gaming 

stocks exhibited a com-
bined growth of 8 to 11%, 
vis-à-vis the Hang Seng 
Index’s (HSI) increase of 
1.5%, apparently driven 
by “reopening and catch-
-up laggard plays in the 
market,” JP Morgan repor-
ted in its statement pub-
lished yesterday. 

On the back of the en-
couraging news in the sto-
ck market, the brokerage 
also underscored another 
three “mildly positive” pie-
ces of news that could help 
prop up Macau’s gaming 
industry that “might be 
worth flagging.” 

The three promising 
events include China’s 
controlled pandemic situa-
tion, Macau’s vaccination 
rollout and a “decent” GGR 
demand during the tail-
-end of the Chinese New 
Year (CNY), analysts DK 
Kim and Derek Choi said. 

On February 22, Chi-
na downgraded the last 
remaining high-to-me-

dium-risk areas, inclu-
ding Heilongjiang pro-
vince and certain cities in 
Hebei, to low-risk areas. 
This reopens the door to 
quarantine-free travel be-
tween Macau and all cities 
in China. 

Having said that, the 
brokerage’s analysts stated 
that the two provinces had 
made a “negligible contri-
bution” of visitors into Ma-
cau, which were just 2% of 
overall tourist arrivals pre-
-pandemic. 

However, the relaxation 
hints that “China is increa-
singly comfortable with 
easing travel restrictions 
after the Spring Festival 
and hence, this is directio-
nally positive,” JP Morgan 
said. 

In addition, Macau 
commenced its vaccina-
tion rollout for the general 
public on the same day as 
the downgrades. 

Dr Alvis Lo, medical di-
rector of the Conde de São 
Januário Hospital, stated 
in a media briefing on the 
same day following the 
rollout that there is a possi-

bility that vaccination cou-
ld replace Covid-19 testing 
to permit travel into main-
land cities. 

However, the measure 
is not yet on the table and 
no guidelines regarding the 
matter have been formula-
ted so far, he stated. 

JP Morgan regarded Lo’s 
remarks as one of the pie-
ces of good news for cross-
-border travel in the future. 

The last reassuring fac-
tor is expected to be the 
growth of Macau’s gross 
gaming revenue (GGR) 
in the third week of Fe-
bruary, which the broke-
rage forecast will increase 
to MOP466 million per 
day — more than double 
from prior weeks (MOP200 
million in the past two 
weeks), and “much better” 
than the October Golden 
Week rate of MOP260 to 
270 million per day. 

The newly-released 
memo of JP Morgan yes-
terday came just a day after 
the brokerage published a 
report forecasting a pick-
-up in Macau’s GGR in the 
later half of February.

GAMING

Casino operators’ stocks rally 
as China quarantine lifted
M

ACAU casino sto-
cks surged the most 
in nearly two and 
a half months after 

the gambling hub reopened to 
quarantine-free travel from main-
land China.

Sands China Ltd. surged as 
much as 10%, the most since De-
cember 2018, and Galaxy Enter-
tainment Group Ltd. rose much 
as 12%, its steepest gain since 
March 20. Shares in Wynn Macau 
Ltd., Melco International Deve-
lopment Ltd. and MGM China 
Holdings Ltd. each climbed about 
9%. A Bloomberg gauge for the 
sector’s equities jumped as much 
as 8.5%, the most since November 
10.

Macau has gradually been ea-
sing quarantine rules on visitors 
from China, its biggest market, 
with the final lifting of restrictions 
on Monday adding to optimism 
after data showed casino revenue 
surged last week during the Lunar 
New Year holidays.

“Easing quarantine policy be-
tween mainland China and Ma-

cau could provide a ground for 
foot traffic improvement for Ma-
cau casinos,” said Bloomberg In-
telligence analyst Angela Hanlee. 
“We now need to watch how the 
mainland’s policy toward over-
seas gambling is in March as it 
does not want Macau to become 
an infrastructure facilitating that.”

The casinos have been reco-
vering from their worst year on 

record after China began lifting 
travel restrictions months ago. 
Still, coronavirus testing and so-
cial distancing rules have kept 
many gamblers away, with gross 
gaming revenue down 64% from 
a year earlier in January. Infor-
mation from the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC) indicated 
yesterday that number of visitor 
arrivals in January 2021 dropped 

by 15.6% month-to-month to 
556,765, which also represented a 
year-on-year decline of 80.5%

In terms of source of visitors, 
number of mainland visitors fell 
by 76.7% year-on-year to 496,157, 
with those travelling under the In-
dividual Visit Scheme adding up 
to 174,554. 

All mainland cities have been 
removed from the SAR’s ‘risk list’ 

as the conditions in mainland 
China eased, the city’s Novel Co-
ronavirus Response and Coordi-
nation Center recently announ-
ced.

The last administrative juris-
dictions on the list were the cities 
of Shijiazhuang in Hebei Provin-
ce and Suihua in Heilongjiang 
Province. They have both been 
removed from the list of mid-risk 
cities effective from midnight of 
February 23.

It means that from that mo-
ment, entrants from mainland 
China, including those originally 
from Macau, Hong Kong and 
Taiwan, will not be quarantined 
upon entering Macau, unless they 
have been to places other than 
the mainland and Macau in the 
preceding 14 days.

Prior to this, entrants who have 
been to these two cities in the 
preceding 14 days were required 
to undergo quarantine upon ar-
riving in Macau, in addition to at 
least two weeks of self-health mo-
nitoring.

Mainland China was categori-
zed as a low-risk area by the SAR 
midway 2020, when the issuance 
of travel permits began to be gra-
dually introduced.

However, due to fluctuating 
Covid-19 conditions, certain ad-
ministrative jurisdictions were 
put onto the mid-risk list, trigge-
ring the requirement for them to 
quarantine upon arrival in the 
MSAR. MDT/BLOOMBERG
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This combination of images from video made available by NASA shows steps in the descent of the Mars Perseverance rover as it approaches the surface of the planet

NASA releases Mars landing video: ‘Stuff of our dreams’
MARCIA DUNN, 
CAPE CANAVERAL

N
ASA yesterday [Ma-
cau time] released 
the first high-quality 
video of a spacecraft 

landing on Mars, a three-minu-
te trailer showing the enormous 
orange and white parachute 
hurtling open and the red dust 
kicking up as rocket engines 
lowered the rover to the surface.

The footage was so good — 
and the images so breathtaking 
— that members of the rover 
team said they felt like they 
were riding along.

“It gives me goose bumps 
every time I see it, just ama-
zing,” said Dave Gruel, head of 
the entry and descent camera 
team.

The Perseverance rover lan-
ded last Thursday near an an-
cient river delta in Jezero Crater 
to search for signs of ancient 
microscopic life. After spending 

the weekend binge-watching 
the descent and landing video, 
the team at Jet Propulsion La-
boratory in Pasadena, Califor-
nia, shared the video at a news 
conference.

“These videos and these ima-
ges are the stuff of our dreams,” 
said Al Chen, who was in charge 
of the landing team.

Six off-the-shelf color came-
ras were devoted to entry, des-
cent and landing, looking up 
and down from different pers-
pectives. All but one camera 
worked. The lone microphone 
turned on for landing failed, 
but NASA got some snippets 
of sound after touchdown: the 
whirring of the rover’s systems 
and wind gusts.

Flight controllers were thril-
led with the thousands of ima-
ges beamed back — and also 
with the remarkably good con-
dition of NASA’s biggest and 
most capable rover yet. It will 
spend the next two years ex-

ploring the dry river delta and 
drilling into rocks that may 
hold evidence of life 3 billion 
to 4 billion years ago. The core 
samples will be set aside for re-
turn to Earth in a decade.

NASA added 25 cameras to 
the $3 billion mission — the 
most ever sent to Mars. The 
space agency’s previous rover, 
2012’s Curiosity, managed only 
jerky, grainy stop-motion ima-
ges, mostly of terrain. Curiosity 
is still working. So is NASA’s In-
Sight lander, although it’s ham-
pered by dusty solar panels.

They may have company 
in late spring, when China at-
tempts to land its own rover, 
which went into orbit around 
Mars two weeks ago.

Deputy project manager 
Matt Wallace said he was ins-
pired several years ago to film 
Perseverance’s harrowing des-
cent when his young gymnast 
daughter wore a camera while 
performing a backflip.

Some of the spacecraft sys-
tems — like the sky crane used 
to lower the rover onto the Mar-
tian surface — could not be tes-
ted on Earth.

 “So this is the first time we’ve 
had a chance as engineers to 
actually see what we designed,” 
Wallace told reporters. 

Thomas Zurbuchen, NASA’s 
science mission chief, said the 
video and also the panoramic 
views following touchdown “are 
the closest you can get to lan-
ding on Mars without putting 
on a pressure suit.”

The images will help NASA 
prepare for astronaut flights to 
Mars in the decades ahead, ac-
cording to the engineers.

There’s a more immediate 
benefit.

“I know it’s been a tough year 
for everybody,” said imaging 
scientist Justin Maki, “and we’re 
hoping that maybe these ima-
ges will help brighten people’s 
days.” AP
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This combination of images from video made available by NASA shows steps in the descent of the Mars Perseverance rover as it approaches the surface of the planet

NASA releases Mars landing video: ‘Stuff of our dreams’
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Deep snow and freezing temperatures continue 
across Britain leaving many parts of the country cut 
off from essential supplies.

More than 70 roads in Britain are blocked by snow, 
according to the Automobile Association and hun-
dreds of vehicles have been abandoned in snowdrif-
ts as high as 30ft (9m).

Rail travel has also been severely affected and 
some areas in northern Scotland have not had a train 
service for several days.

The RAF has been working flat out to drop food and 
medical supplies to affected areas.

Concerns for the welfare of the country’s thou-
sands of sheep are mounting as many are comple-
tely cut-off from food supplies.

The RAF has dropped nearly 40 tons of hay over the 
Scottish Highlands during the past week but reports 
of many sheep being buried deep in snowdrifts are 
continuing.

Sport has also been severely affected. Most race 
meetings have been cancelled and the Football As-
sociation has indicated it may consider extending 
the season to catch up on missed games.

Temperatures have fallen below 28 degrees Fahre-
nheit (minus three degrees centigrade) - four de-
grees below freezing and the lowest for 30 years.

The low temperatures have caused severe frosts 
and icy conditions across the country.

In total about 60 counties in Britain are affected by 
snow and ice, according to the AA.

One of the worst affected areas in the country is 
Caithness in the Scottish Highlands, which has been 
totally isolated and without power or light since 17 
February.

Two days ago a light aircraft carrying two people 
crashed in the snow in Caithness. The pilot and his 
passenger were rescued by a naval helicopter.

Floods on Britain’s east coast made conditions al-
most unbearable and the AA described driving con-
ditions in the south as treacherous.

In the west country there are concerns for lives-
tock on Exmoor and Dartmoor which are both cut 
off by snow.

Yesterday more snow and 60-mile-per hour (96 
kph) blizzards in the west paralysed many parts of 
Devon and Cornwall. Cornish police reported that 70 
vehicles had been abandoned in 10-foot (3m) snow-
drifts.

Many people have also been stranded in the Penni-
nes in northern England.

This current spell of freezing weather conditions 
began in the first week of January. There was a slight 
thaw towards the end of the month but more snow 
began to fall in the middle of February.

As yet there are no signs of improvement in the 
conditions.

Courtesy BBC News

1955 Britain’s Big freeze

In context

The severe weather conditions continued across Britain 
into March.
Sheep farmers were probably the worst affected by the 
big snow of 1955. Despite the valiant efforts of the RAF 
many thousands of sheep died from exposure.

this day in history

Canada’s Trudeau, 
Cabinet abstain 
from genocide vote
ROB GILLIES, TORONTO

C
ANADA’S House 
of Commons voted 
yesterday [Macau 
time] to declare 

that China is committing 
genocide against more than 
1 million Uighurs in the 
western Xinjiang region but 
Prime Minister Justin Tru-
deau and his Cabinet abs-
tained from the vote. 

The non-binding motion 
passed 266-0 as virtually all 
but Trudeau and his Cabi-
net voted for the measure 
that also called on the Inter-
national Olympic Commit-
tee to move the 2022 Winter 
Olympics from Beijing. 

A senior government of-
ficial said declaring some-
thing in Parliament is not 
going to adequately get re-
sults in China and that work 
with international allies 
and partners is needed. The 
official spoke on condition 
of anonymity as they were 
not authorized to speak pu-
blicly about the matter. 

The main opposition 
parties supported the mo-
tion and control the ma-
jority of seats in the House 
of Commons. Trudeau’s 
Cabinet is made up of 37 Li-
beral lawmakers including 
the prime minister. There 
are 154 lawmakers from 
Trudeau’s Liberal party in 
the House of Commons 
and the rest of the Liberal 

lawmakers voted freely on 
the motion.

Liberal Foreign Minister 
Marc Garneau abstained 
like the rest of the Cabinet. 
He said in a statement the-
re should be a credible in-
ternational investigation in 
response to allegations of 
genocide.

“We remain deeply dis-
turbed by horrific reports of 
human rights violations in 
Xinjiang, including the use 
of arbitrary detention, po-
litical re-education, forced 
labor, torture and forced 
sterilization,” Garneau said. 

Opposition Conservative 
Party leader Erin O’Toole 
said he’s calling on the go-
vernment to confirm the 
statement passed by the 
House of Commons and 
work with allies like the 
U.S. to push for an end to 
the camps and conduct by 
China. 

“There is real suffering 
going on in China. There 
is a genocide happening,” 
O’Toole said. “Our values 
are not for sale. And Mr. 
Trudeau needed to send 
that message today and he 
failed.”

Former U.S. Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo decla-
red before he left office that 
China’s policies against Xin-
jiang’s Muslims and ethnic 
minorities constituted cri-
mes against humanity and 
genocide. His successor, 

Antony Blinken, reiterated 
the statement on his first 
day in office.

Researchers and rights 
groups estimate that since 
2016, China has rounded 
up a million or more Ui-
ghurs and other minorities 
into prisons and vast indoc-
trination camps that the 
state calls training centers.

Pompeo cited wides-
pread forced birth control 
and forced labor among Ui-
ghurs. The Associated Press 
reported last year that the 
Chinese government was 
systematically forcing ste-
rilization and abortion on 
Uighur and other Muslim 
women and sent many to 
camps simply for having 
too many children.

The vote is the latest 
attempt to hold China ac-
countable for its treatment 
of the Uighurs and other 
predominantly Muslim and 
ethnic Turkic minorities, 
who have been subjected 
to an unprecedented cra-
ckdown that is increasingly 
drawing international con-
cern.

China denies any abuses 
and insists the steps it has 
taken are necessary to com-
bat terrorism and a separa-
tist movement. 

China’s envoy to Canada 
told Canadian parliamen-
tarians over the weekend to 
butt out of China’s internal 
affairs. 

Trudeau has hesitated at 
using the word “genocide,” 
which he called an “extre-
mely loaded” term.

“When it comes to the 
application of the very spe-
cific word genocide, we 
simply need to ensure that 
all the i’s are dotted and t’s 
are crossed before a deter-
mination like that is made,” 
Trudeau said last week. 

Kalbinur Tursun, a Ui-
ghur who fled China, joined 
the opposition Conservati-
ves on a virtual call before 
the vote and said the world 
didn’t believe the horrors 
of the Holocaust until the 
concentration camps were 
exposed for all to see after 
Word War II.

“Yesterday’s Jews are to-
day’s Uighurs,” Tursun said. 
Two weeks ago, Tursun said 
Chinese police contacted 
her with “threatening texts 
and phone calls reminding 
me to cease talking.” She 
said she was speaking pu-
blicly in an appeal to save 
the lives of her relatives 
back home.

Canada continues to 
press Beijing to release Mi-
chael Kovrig and Michael 
Spavor, both detained in 
apparent retaliation for 
Canada’s arrest of Meng 
Wanzhou, a top executive 
at the Chinese technology 
company Huawei and the 
daughter of the company’s 
founder. The U.S. is seeking 
Meng’s extradition on fraud 
charges, and her extradition 
case is before the Canadian 
courts. Her arrest severely 
damaged relations between 
China and Canada. Chi-
na has also sentenced two 
other Canadians to death 
and suspended canola im-
ports.

“It’s a pretty safe bet that 
the two Michaels are on his 
mind,” historian Robert Bo-
thwell said of Trudeau. AP

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Conceal, as a card; 5- Buddy; 10- Calf-length skirt; 14- Et 

____ (and other men); 15- Gal’s guy; 16- Work without ___; 17- Legal claim; 18- 
Meat option; 19- Gee whiz!; 20- Breeding stallion; 22- Lofty nest; 23- Big ___, Calif.; 
24- Sprinted; 25- Pals; 29- Any part of the face; 33- Tumults; 34- Green land; 36- 
On or towards the Mediterranean, for example; 37- Motor City gp.; 38- Finished, 
terminated; 39- Med. specialty; 40- Let’s just leave ___ that; 42- Empty; 43- Poker 
Flat chronicler; 45- Scarlet bird; 47- Craftsperson; 49- Moving vehicle; 50- City in 
GA; 51- Swiftness; 54- Equipage; 60- Equal; 61- Complete reversal; 62- Switch 
back?; 63- Bring home the bacon; 64- Phase; 65- Baseball team; 66- Psyche’s love; 
67- Yielded; 68- Driving aids;
 
DOWN: 1- Friends; 2- Settled down; 3- Stead; 4- Inclination; 5- To meet the 
expense of; 6- Golda of Israel; 7- Troubles; 8- Elation; 9- Feedbag morsel; 10- 
Purplish red; 11- Are you ___ out?; 12- 
Ricky’s portrayer; 13- Spillane’s “___ Jury”; 
21- Vandals; 22- Battery size; 24- Oboe, 
e.g.; 25- Edible plant product; 26- Lasso; 
27- Herbert Hoover, for one; 28- Spanish 
Mister; 29- “Band of Gold” singer Payne; 
30- Software buyers; 31- Oscar de la ___; 
32- Devoured; 35- Despot Amin; 38- Flat; 
41- Inns; 43- Web address starter; 44- 
Illness; 46- Wander; 48- Came down; 51- 
Graf ___; 52- Fleshy fruit; 53- Architect 
Saarinen; 54- Novel ending; 55- Campus 
area; 56- Hankering; 57- Buffalo’s county; 
58- Zilch; 59- Some digits; 61- Home of 
the Trojans;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You could be feeling highly 
insensitive to the problems of  
other people right now, which is 
quite a switch for you. This isn’t a 
comfortable feeling, but don’t beat 
yourself  up about it!

Apr. 20-May. 20
It’s a day when you’ll be seeking 
greater depth when everybody 
else is just content to skim along 
the surface of  things. No one is 
right and no one is wrong in their 
respective desires.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Fast action is required today. There’s 
a problem that needs to be fixed, 
and it needs to be fixed as soon as 
possible, before it gets too big to 
attack. Be sure to have whatever 
tools you need.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You could use a good, long day 
of  self-nurturing! Why don’t you 
cancel that appointment that isn’t 
all that important, skip out on that 
meeting you really don’t want to 
go to.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You’re going to have a really fun 
day, especially if  you’re working on 
something with lots of  details and 
complex elements. Right now is a 
great time for you to put all your 
plans and preparations into motion.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Take a risk. Try your hand at 
something you’ve never done 
before. It doesn’t have to be as 
adventurous as skydiving or rock 
climbing. It can be as simple as 
baking a cake for the first time.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It’s not always the best idea to be 
direct in your communication. 
Take today, for example. You 
might get a lot further by being 
more subtle. The people you’re 
dealing with are touchy folks.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
As careful as you may be right 
now, you don’t have to hesitate 
when it comes to taking risks. 
Luck is on your side, and things 
are definitely looking up! The bad 
vibes are long gone.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You’re pretty smart, and you know 
it, but you want to get even smarter 
when it comes to one specific thing. 
Find an expert you admire and 
pick their brain about whatever it 
is that’s captivating you right now.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Add more structure to your life 
and you could see some amazing 
results. Any problem you’ve been 
struggling with will fade away once 
you get yourself  more disciplined 
and better focused.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You should always think before 
speaking, but today you shouldn’t 
think for too long! There is a fine 
line between mulling things over 
and putting things off. It’s time to 
pounce on a hot opportunity today.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
It’s time to let your hospitable nature 
shine a bit more brightly. Sometimes 
you get so caught up in your day-to-
day life that you forget to take the 
time to welcome new energy and 
new people into your life.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
Forbes names MGM Macau a Five-Star 
hotel for the sixth time

Urban Kitchen at   JW Mar-
riott Hotel Macau topped up 
its buffet line with an addi-
tional Latin American corner 
this spring.

The dining experience will 
explore the diverse gastro-

Forbes Travel Guide na-
med MGM Macau a Five-S-
tar Hotel for the sixth con-
secutive year in its 2021 
Star Rating list,  the gaming 

Urban Kitchen introduces classic South 
American and Caribbean cuisines

of February, from casual 
street food to elevated clas-
sics, the hotel announced in 
a statement. 

This month’s highlight in-
cludes the popular Chine-
se-Peruvian culinary fusion 
dish,  Arroz Chaufa (Peru-
vian Seafood Fried Rice), 
filled with rich seafood. 
Argentina, meanwhile, is 
represented by the clas-
sic  Pork Meatballs  with the 
refreshing  Chimichurri  sau-
ce and  Argentinian Chur-
ros with chocolate dip, 

In March, guests can also 
indulge themselves in gene-
rous servings of Bahamian 
Lobster Curry,  Grilled Sal-
mon Kabobs  from St. Lucia 
and the  Jamaican Style Spi-
ced Whole Fish Wrapped in 
Banana Leaves and more.

recognition for the second 
year in a row, further ampli-
fying MGM’s reputation as a 
“leader in the hospitality in-
dustry, offering guests the 
finest service and resort 
amenities.”

Pansy Ho, co-chairperson 
and executive director of 
MGM China Holdings Limi-
ted,  said, “The provision of 
intuitive service and top-
-notch facilities will remain 
at the very core of making 
great moments for our 
guests.

“We will excel with a  cul-
ture that is truly customer 
centric and innovative to go 
hand in hand with the Ma-
cau community in shaping 
the city into a World Center 
of Tourism and Leisure,” 
the executive pledged.

nomic Latin regions, star-
ting with South America in 
February and the Caribbean 
in March.

Guests can explore the 
cuisine of Peru, Argentina, 
Brazil, and more every week 

operator announced in a 
statement.

Tria spas at both MGM 
Macau and MGM Cotai 
also achieved a Five-Star 

SUTTINEE YUVEJWATTANA & 
RANDY THANTHONG-KNIGHT

T
HAILAND may scrap 
its two-week manda-
tory quarantine for fo-
reign visitors with proof 

of Covid-19 vaccination as the 
Southeast Asian nation seeks to 
revive its pandemic-hit tourism 
industry.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
-Ocha said yesterday his govern-
ment will consider allowing visi-
tors who can produce a vaccina-
tion certificate to skip the quaran-
tine and authorities will come up 
with a plan to track them during 
their stay in the country.

The plan to ease rules for tou-
rists signal a shift in Thailand’s 
stance after months of insisting 
all visitors must stay in quaran-
tine in the absence of enough 
evidence that inoculations can 
prevent virus transmission. If im-
plemented, the move could bols-
ter Thailand’s tourism sector that 
contributed about one-fifth to the 
nation’s pre-pandemic economy.

“If this goes ahead as plan-
ned, it will be a big boost to tou-
rism and economy,” Nattaporn 
Triratanasirikul, an economist 
at Kasikorn Research Center in 
Bangkok, said adding the gover-
nment may need to weigh health 
concerns too. “There is still a very 
high uncertainty on the econo-
mic outlook this year, pending all 
the issues related to the outbreak 
from local infections, vaccine 
rollouts and border reopening 
plan.”

Thailand’s central bank has 
singled out an uncertain reco-
very in tourist arrivals as “a major 
risk” to the medium-term growth 
outlook, with Governor Sethaput 
Suthiwartnarueput saying it wou-
ld be very difficult for the eco-
nomy to return to pre-pandemic 
levels without tourism. The eco-
nomy, which shrank the most sin-
ce 1998 last year, will expand this 
year “at somewhat a lower rate” 

than the central bank’s Decem-
ber projection of 3.2%, it said this 
month.

While Thailand has reopened 
its borders to most foreign visi-
tors since October, strict quaran-
tine rules have kept most tourists 
away. The local industry has been 
calling for relaxed quarantine ru-
les to attract tourists from coun-
tries that have started vaccine 
rollouts, such as China, Singapore 
and the U.K.

Shares of Thai hotel and res-
taurant operators and Airports 
of Thailand Pcl gained yesterday 
as investors cheered the rela-
xation of restrictions that were 
put in place to curb a flare-up in 
new infections and the appro-
val for vaccine made by Sinovac 
Biotech Ltd. Thailand is set to 
receive its first doses of vacci-
nes today that will allow it start 
a national inoculation program 
within a week.

Thailand, which aims to ino-
culate 50% of its population by 
the end of this year, has also 
approved AstraZeneca Plc’s vacci-
ne for emergency use. The nation 
has ordered 61 million doses of 
AstraZeneca vaccine, to be locally 
produced by Siam Bioscience Ltd. 
through technology transfer.

The country will eventually 
allow registration and imports of 
several brands of Covid-19 vacci-
nes as long as they meet local ru-

les, and private hospitals will be 
permitted to administer the sho-
ts, Prayuth said. The government 
will control the distribution of 
vaccines only in the early stages, 
he said.

“Many companies have shown 
interest to register but their do-
cuments are not completed yet,” 
Prayuth said. “It is good that we 
will have more vaccines than the 
65 million doses planned by the 
government now.” BLOOMBERG

TRAVEL

Thailand mulls waiving 
quarantine for vaccinated tourists
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Egypt gets Sinopharm 
vaccines donated by China

Egypt’s health ministry yesterday said the country has recei-
ved a 300,000-dose shipment of the Sinopharm coronavirus 
vaccine donated by China.

It was the third vaccine shipment received by Egypt. In De-
cember, it received a 50,000 doses of Sinopharm and last mon-
th it got another 50,000 doses of the AstraZeneca vaccine.

Yesterday’s shipment arrived hours after President Abdel Fa-
ttah el-Sissi called Chinese President Xi Jinping, hailing the 
“mutual support” during the pandemic.

Hala Zayed, the health minister, said the government has re-
served 100 million vaccine doses including 40 million doses 
from COVAX, an international initiative to distribute vaccines 
to countries worldwide.

Egypt has seen a decrease in new coronavirus cases in the 
past two weeks. It has reported more than 178,774 confirmed 
cases, including 10,404 deaths, but experts say all confirmed 
numbers worldwide are low due to limited testing.

Egypt last month started vaccinating healthcare workers.

OPINION
World Views
Lionel Laurent, MDT/Bloomberg

Malaysian immigration 
authorities said yesterday 
they have deported 
1,086 Myanmar migrants, 
breaking a court order 
to halt their repatriation 
following an appeal by two 
human rights groups. Just 
hours earlier, a high court 
granted a one-day stay 
order for the deportation of 
1,200 Myanmar migrants to 
hear an appeal by Amnesty 
International Malaysia and 
Asylum Access Malaysia, 
which said refugees, 
asylum-seekers and minors 
were among those being 
sent back. 

Greece Police clashed with 
protesters and arrested 
31 people in Greece’s 
second-largest city during 
a demonstration against a 
new campus security law. 
Protesters occupied the 
principal’s building at the 
University of Thessaloniki in 
northern Greece for several 
hours and the clashes broke 
out when police entered 
the building to remove 
them.

UK Microsoft is teaming up 
with European publishers 
to push for a system to 
make big tech platforms 
pay for news, raising the 
stakes in the brewing 
battle led by Australia to 
get Google and Facebook 
to pay for journalism. The 
Seattle tech giant and 
four big European Union 
news industry groups said 
they will “take inspiration” 
from proposed legislation 
in Australia to force tech 
platforms to share revenue 
with news companies.

US The Biden 
administration’s early 
efforts to resurrect the 
2015 Iran nuclear deal 
are getting a chilly early 
response from Tehran. 
Though few expected 
a breakthrough in the 
first month of the new 
administration, Iran’s tough 
line suggests a difficult road 
ahead. Having made several 
significant overtures to 
Iran in its first weeks in 
office, the administration’s 
outreach has been all but 
shunned by the Iranians. 
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Facebook’s 
cooperation is a major 

victory in Australian 
efforts to make the 

two gateways to the 
internet pay for the 

journalism that  
they use 

China and Russia are 
beating the West at 
vaccine diplomacy

It was encouraging to see G7 leaders including Fran-
ce’s Emmanuel Macron, Germany’s Angela Merkel 
and the U.K.’s Boris Johnson all on the same page 
when it came to Covid-19 vaccines last week. With 
the U.S. back in the fold of global health cooperation 
as a member of the 92-country Covax initiative, they 
all agreed to help distribute doses around the world 
to start healing a pandemic divide between rich and 
poor.

But beyond the positive sentiment, there’s a troubling 
lack of action. The gap is already so wide that just 10 
countries account for more than three-quarters of Co-
vid vaccinations, while 130 countries have yet to give a 
single jab. Covax is a welcome effort, but its target this 
year is to cover just 20% of its member countries’ popu-
lations, meaning it’s only part of the answer. The World 
Health Organization has called the lack of cooperation 
across continents a “catastrophic moral failure.”

The risk is that this failure, left unchecked, will pro-
long the pandemic and allow geopolitical rivals to fill 
the void. China and Russia are planting flags globally 
with their own home-grown vaccines, for cheap or for 
free, while Europe and North America struggle with 
manufacturing bottlenecks and coronavirus flare-ups. 
Despite all the talk of sharing, Western allies have prio-
ritized themselves and threatened export curbs; Ca-
nada even resorted to tapping Covax itself for its own 
supplies.

Their great-power competitors look positively al-
truistic as a result. At the European Union’s Eastern 
border, Serbia has raced ahead of the bloc’s own vac-
cination program thanks to more than 1 million doses 
of China’s state-backed Sinopharm jab. In the U.S.’s 
neighborhood, Russia’s Sputnik V shot, initially dismis-
sed by the West, has made in-roads in Mexico with 24 
million doses. In Africa, where Covax is generating mi-
xed feelings, these vaccines are gaining ground next 
to Western shots that may be more effective in some 
cases but are pricier and can be more complicated to 
transport.

In an ideal world, it shouldn’t matter where medicines 
come from. Yet vaccines are now a tool of soft power 
and statecraft, and after a grueling year of this pande-
mic they’re seen as key for national self-defense and 
foreign policy. Israel recently agreed to buy hundreds 
of thousands of doses of Russia’s Sputnik V for Syria as 
part of a prisoner swap deal, according to the Haaretz 
newspaper. In Asia, Taiwan’s health minister blamed 
“external” political pressure for the abrupt scuppering 
of a vaccine purchase from Germany’s BioNTech SE.

Can the West play this game too? After all, it has col-
lectively pre-ordered enough doses to vaccinate its po-
pulation several times over. One strategy mooted wou-
ld be for a “Marshall Plan” of vaccine deliveries across 
Eastern Europe. The hitch is that ambitious vaccine 
diplomacy depends on domestic support, and that is 
where the EU especially falls down, with too few inocu-
lations so far, mixed messages on vaccine efficacy and 
many still in lockdown.

China’s almost unique advantage is access to a com-
moditized vaccine and little urgent pressure domesti-
cally to roll it out. Even India, which has a global “vac-
cine friendship” strategy, is struggling to fulfill its needs 
at home at the same time.

Voluntary technology-transfer deals could be sig-
ned with drugmakers that benefited from state ba-
cking; they would be made easier with U.S. help. It 
would be a gesture reminiscent of Jonas Salk and Al-
bert Sabin’s refusal to patent polio vaccines during the 
Cold War.

Vaccine pioneer Edward Jenner once stated that, 
“The sciences are never at war.” Of course he was lo-
bbying Napoleonic France to release British prisoners 
at the time. Given Beijing is liberally spraying doses 
like ammunition, it’s time the West stopped guarding 
its vaccines like precious rocket fuel. Macron, Merkel 
and Johnson should remember nobody is safe until 
everybody’s safe — and that sharing and collaboration 
sometimes need a shot in the arm to get going.

[Abridged]

ROD MCGUIRK, 
CANBERRA

FACEBOOK said yester-
day it will lift its ban on 

Australians sharing news 
after it struck a deal with 
Australia’s government 
on legislation that would 
make digital giants pay for 
journalism.

Treasurer Josh Fry-
denberg and Facebook 
confirmed that they have 
agreed on amendments 
to proposed legislation to 
require the social network 
and Google to pay for Aus-
tralian news that they fea-
ture.

Facebook’s coopera-
tion is a major victory in 
Australian efforts to make 
the two gateways to the 
internet pay for the jour-
nalism that they use. The 
company had blocked 
Australian users from ac-
cessing and sharing news 
last week after the House 
of Representatives passed 
the draft law late Wednes-
day.

The amended version 
of the proposed legislation 
would give digi-
tal platforms one 
month’s notice 
before they are 
formally desig-
nated under the 
code. That would 
give those invol-
ved more time 
to broker agree-
ments before 
they are forced 
to enter the bin-
ding arbitration 
a r r a n g e m e n t s 
required by the proposed 
law.

Initially, the Facebook 
news blockade cut access 
— at least temporarily — 
to government pandemic, 
public health and emer-
gency services, sparking 
public outrage.

A statement by Cam-
pbell Brown, Facebook’s 
vice president for news 
partnerships, said the deal 
allows the company to 
choose which publishers 
it will support, including 
small and local ones. 

“We’re restoring news 
on Facebook in Australia 

in the coming days. Going 
forward, the government 
has clarified we will re-
tain the ability to decide if 
news appears on Facebook 
so that we won’t automati-
cally be subject to a forced 
negotiation,” Brown said. 

Frydenberg described 
the agreed upon amend-
ments as “clarifications” of 
the government’s intent. 
He said his negotiations 
with Facebook chief exe-
cutive Mark Zuckerberg 
were “difficult.”

“There is no doubt that 
Australia has been a proxy 
battle for the world,” Fry-
denberg said.

“Facebook and Google 
have not hidden the fact 
that they know that the 
eyes of the world are on 
Australia and that is why 
they have sought to get a 
code here that is workab-
le,” he added, referring to 
the proposed News Media 
Bargaining Code.

The code was designed 
to curb the bargaining do-
minance of Facebook and 
Google in their negotia-
tions with Australian news 
providers by requiring a 
negotiation safety net in 
the form of an arbitration 
panel. The digital giants 

would not be able to abuse 
their overwhelming nego-
tiating positions by making 
take-it-or-leave-it payment 
offers to news businesses 
for their journalism. In case 
of a standoff, the panel 
would make a binding de-
cision on a winning offer.

Swinburne University 
senior lecturer on media 
Belinda Barnet said the 
proposed amendments 
guarantee Facebook time 
to strike deals before the 
arbitration panel decides 
on a price for news.

Peter Lewis, director 
of the Australia Institute’s 
Center for Responsible 

Technology, a 
think tank, said 
in a statement 
that the “amend-
ments keep the 
integrity of the 
media code in-
tact.” 

Google also 
had threatened 
to remove its 
search functions 
from Australia 
because it said 
the proposed 

law was unworkable. But 
that threat has faded.

Google has been signing 
up Australia’s largest me-
dia companies in content 
licensing deals through its 
News Showcase model.

The platform says it has 
deals with more than 50 
Australian titles through 
Showcase and more than 
500 publishers globally 
using the model which 
was launched in October.

Facebook said it will 
now negotiate deals with 
Australian publishers un-
der its own model, Face-
book News. AP

Facebook says it will 
lift its Australian 
news ban soon


