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THE ROTARY CLUB OF MACAU IS 
ENCOURAGING INDIVIDUALS TO MAKE A 

BLOOD DONATION, PARTICULARLY THOSE 
WHOSE BLOOD TYPE IS RHD NEGATIVE.

LOCAL HEALTH AUTHORITIES ARE 
CONSIDERING ACCEPTING GROUP BOOKINGS 

FROM COMPANIES AND INSTITUTIONS FOR 
VACCINATIONS AGAINST COVID-19  P2 P4 P5

More on backpage

Philippines The 
government launched 
a vaccination campaign 
yesterday to contain 
one of Southeast Asia’s 
worst coronavirus 
outbreaks but faces 
supply problems and 
public resistance, which 
it hopes to ease by 
inoculating top officials. 
Cabinet officials, along 
with health workers 
and military and police 
personnel, were among 
the first to be vaccinated 
at six hospitals in 
Metropolitan Manila. 
 More on p8

Myanmar Police 
yesterday fired tear gas 
at defiant crowds who 
returned to the streets 
to protest the military’s 
seizure of power a 
month ago, despite 
reports that security 
forces had killed at least 
18 people around the 
country a day earlier. The 
protesters in Yangon 
were chased as they 
tried to gather at their 
usual meeting spot 
at the Hledan Center 
intersection. 

Thailand A new faction 
of the pro-democracy 
movement staged a 
protest march, linking 
their cause with that 
of demonstrators in 
Myanmar battling that 
neighboring country’s 
coup-installed military 
government. Marchers 
sought but failed to go 
to Thai Prime Minister 
Prayuth Chan-ocha’s 
house. Shipping 
containers were situated 
to block them, and police 
using water cannons, 
rubber bullets and tear 
gas barred the way. 
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WORLD OF MARTIAL ARTS

Raffles 
at Galaxy 
Macau to 

open in the 
second half 

of 2021

GAMING
Lukewarm 

recovery for 
operators as 
revenues fell 
short in Feb
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A local association is seeking to 
promote martial arts to further 
reach the Portuguese-speaking 
countries and present more of 

the Chinese culture to the world 
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Gov’t considering group vaccination 
bookings, lowers NAT price
RENATO MARQUES

LOCAL health authorities are 
considering accepting group 

bookings from companies and 
institutions for vaccinations 
against Covid-19. This was revea-
led yesterday by the coordinator 
of the Novel Coronavirus Respon-
se and Coordination Center, Dr 
Leong Iek Hou during the weekly 
briefing on the situation of the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

“Besides the online booking 
[mechanism], we are now rea-
ching out to other public depart-
ments, public institutions, and 
private institutions to see if we can 
provide [vaccination] through an 
outer service [or] if we can orga-
nize a group of staff members or 
workers in those institutions and 
entities to come to our vaccina-
tion points so the vaccines can be 
given,” Leong said. He added, “In 
the next phase we want to reach 
out to the casino concessionaires 
and other private institutions and 
entities to arrange for this kind of 
group vaccination process.”

Although health officials rea-
ffirmed yesterday that the vacci-
nation plan in Macau is running 
according to the government’s ex-
pectations, Leong said that throu-
gh this group vaccination method, 
the health authorities aim to acce-
lerate the number of people in the 
community getting vaccines, and 
by extension, the desired rate of 
community immunization.

Asked by the media when the 
authorities expect that the desi-
red level of immunization will be 
reached, health officials refused 
to reveal their timeline, noting 
only that the process has been 
running smoothly and according 
to expectations. They also noted 
that it is normal that a part of the 
population is still observing the 
processes to feel comfortable pro-
ceeding with vaccination subse-
quently.

“We know that a part of the 
population is still waiting and 
seeing how the situation evolves. 
But since last year, we have been 
preparing for the vaccine and we 
know how we can proceed step-
-by-step with the vaccination as 
soon as the vaccines arrive, and, 
since now the vaccines are here, 
we are following that plan accor-
ding to the [population] needs,” 
Leong said. He additionally re-
marked, “Until this moment, over 

34,000 residents have booked to 
be vaccinated and according to 
our expectation this is a desirable 
figure.”

The doctor also noted that the 
behavior of Macau’s population is 
common, and the health authori-
ties are not extremely concerned 

with rushing the vaccination pro-
cess, remarking it is normal and 
common that “once more people 
get the vaccine, others that are 
their inner circle and that obser-
ve that is safe and has carried no 
problems, they will also wish to be 
vaccinated.”

NAT PRICE LOWERED
TO 90 PATACAS

The price for each Nucleic 
Acid Test (NAT) in Macau has 
been updated and will be redu-
ced to 90 patacas from March 8, 
Dr Alvis Lo, medical director of 
the Conde de São Januário Hos-

pital, informed yesterday during 
the same briefing.

Lo explained that the price 
reduction comes after negotia-
tion and agreement between 
the health authorities and the 
service providers of such tests, 
and aims to give more conve-
nience and provide the service 
at a cheaper price as has been 
requested by many residents, 
non-residents, and tourists.

Asked by the media whether 
the price reduction was due to 
a government subsidy, Lo ex-
plained that the negotiation 
was only related to the number 
of tests being conducted, and 
the time in which such tests will 
continue to be necessary, being 
a purely commercial agreement 
where no subsidy or govern-
ment support is being conside-
red.

The doctor also explained 
that it is normal and ideal that, 
as more time goes by, the possi-
bilities of lowering the price for 
this service will increase since 
the initial investment made by 
the service providers becomes 
less relevant in terms of the pri-
ce of each NAT.

Lo added that the govern-
ment has recently authorized 
the installation of a new NAT 
point located at the Workers’ 
Field which has a capacity of 
1,000 tests per day. He noted 
that other points might follow, 
according to the interest of the 
companies that provide the 
service, and after all inspec-
tions and authorizations are 
completed.

Transfer to Macau via Taiwan has tight rules
THE easing of the restrictions for air traffic 

at Taiwan’s Taoyuan International Airport, 
which has reopened the possibility of Macau 
residents currently outside mainland China 
returning home, comprises tighter rules than 
initially expected, the Chief of the Division of 
Tertiary Education of the Education and You-
th Development Bureau (DSEDJ) Chan Iok 
Wai informed today during the weekly brie-
fing from the health authorities on the situa-
tion of the Covid-19 pandemic.

Chan noted that according to the new rules, 
which came into force yesterday, there are two 
conditions for the transfer service in Taiwan 
that residents need to carefully evaluate.

“According to our information, the 
Taoyuan Airport will allow this transfer ser-

vice from today [yesterday] but this service is 
only allowed for passengers on [connecting] 
flights of the same airliner and [in cases] whe-
re the connection flight occurs within a ma-
ximum of eight hours,” Chan said. He noted 
that this information has been already pas-
sed on through the different information and 
conversation groups across various social 
media platforms to local students abroad, 
and their parents.

According to the health authorities, until 
February 24, the Novel Coronavirus Respon-
se and Coordination Center had received a 
total of five requests from students abroad. 
“Four of them solicited information about 
flights, and one about vaccination,” Dr Alvis 
Lo said.

Chan added that such requests for infor-
mation came from local students currently in 
Canada and the U.K..

The representative of the Macao Govern-
ment Tourism Office (MGTO), Lau Fong Chi, 
added that the office has received three other 
information requests from residents that are 
currently in Portugal in the last couple of 
days. However, the official added that none of 
these residents have identified themselves as 
a student abroad.

According to the DSEDJ official, the bureau 
has recommended that the students abroad 
who are interested in returning to Macau via 
this transfer possibility should directly contact 
the airlines ensure any return would adhere to 
the conditions previously mentioned. RM
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Over 100 unemployed 
construction 
workers send 
petition to DSAL

A group of more than 100 
unemployed construction workers 
sent a letter to the Labour Affairs 
Bureau (DSAL) yesterday with 
hopes of a job matching session.
The group was accompanied 
by lawmaker José Perreira 
Coutinho who told the press that 
construction sites have been 
dismissing workers, and the group 
is calling on authorities to discuss 
how to assist the unemployed in 
seeking new jobs. DSAL deputy 
director Chan Un Tong said 
that the bureau is striving to 
arrange interview opportunities 
for job applicants, adding some 
job applicants have not been 
interviewed because there are 
currently no available positions for 
certain types of jobs.

Macau-registered 
vehicles allowed 
into Hengqin 
doubles 

The total number of Macau-
registered motor vehicles allowed 
into Hengqin will be increased to 
10,000 under the quota system of 
a cross-border scheme. The quota 
increase – from an aggregate of 
5,000 last year – seeks to further 
improve the convenience of travel 
for the public between Macau 
and Hengqin, the SAR and Zhuhai 
governments announced. 

Debut Cotai-Zhuhai 
ferry landed 
yesterday

The debut ferry from Zhuhai’s 
Jiuzhou Port to the Macau 
Taipa Ferry Terminal, carrying 
over 100 passengers, landed in 
Macau yesterday morning. The 
whole journey takes around 25 
minutes which greatly shortens 
the duration of travel compared 
to the 45-minute road route. The 
Marine and Water Bureau hopes 
the new route will help deepen 
collaboration between Macau and 
Zhuhai. 

GAMING

Revenue fell in February 
despite CNY arrivals  
LYNZY VALLES

T
HE city’s gross gaming 
revenue (GGR) surged 
136% year-on-year to 
MOP7.3 billion in Fe-

bruary, the month that last year 
saw casinos shut down for 15 
days as the pandemic outbreak 
reached Macau following its ini-

tial appearance in the city in late 
January.

Data from the the Gaming 
Inspection & Coordination Bu-
reau shows that the GGR fell 
8.9% from the previous mon-
th, and is still down 71% from 
the February 2019 level.

Currently, gaming operators 
are only seeing a lukewarm re-

covery as the pandemic conti-
nues to make travel difficult for 
gamblers.

Macau’s tourism now solely 
relies on travelers from main-
land China and Hong Kong due 
to Macau’s closure of borders to 
other countries and regions. 

Currently, the city is still trying 
to lure mainland gamblers who 

are discouraged by a tightened 
visa application process and vi-
rus tests required for crossing 
the border. 

The Lunar New Year holiday 
- one of the strongest weeks for 
casinos - was marred by an ou-
tbreak in northern China. Ar-
rivals declined 65% from last 
year’s holiday week as Chinese 
officials urged citizens to stay 
home.

Previously, JP Morgan Securi-
ties (Asia Pacific) Ltd. predicted 
the GGR would stand at MOP3 
billion for the first 15 days of 
February, equivalent to an ave-
rage daily number of MOP200 
million — a gaming performan-
ce that was regarded as “so far, 
so bad, as expected.”

Macau saw a total of 90,615 
tourist arrivals during the se-
ven-day Spring Festival from 
February 11 to 17, down 65.3% 
from 261,454 in the same period 
last year.

The average daily arrival 
numbers during the holiday 
stood at 12,945, falling short of 
the tourism bureau’s previous 
forecast of around 16,000 to 
20,000 arrivals.

Gaming operators, however, 
are hopeful of the city’s econo-
mic recovery – despite the low 
turnout of tourist arrivals during 
the Chinese New Year.

Melco Resorts and Entertain-
ment previously recently stated 
that the group remains “optimis-
tic on the recovery in Macau and 
continue to expect increased 
visitation in the near-term,” pla-
cing bets on returning players. 

Raffles at Galaxy Macau to launch in H2 
HONEY TSANG 

GALAXY Entertain-
ment Group (GEG) 

has inked a collaboration 
agreement with 130-year-
-old luxury hospitality 
group, Accor for Raffles, 
to jointly establish an all-
-suite hotel tower, named 
Raffles at Galaxy Macau 
and slated to open in the 
second half of 2021.  

The new hotel proper-
ty is a two-tower struc-
ture located on Galaxy 
Macau’s east promenade, 
featuring around 450 sui-
tes, a glass airbridge con-
necting the two towers 
on every floor, and the 
brand’s known butler ser-
vice, amongst other nota-
ble elements. 

Some of its suites are 
also equipped with priva-
te pools and gardens.  

“This collaboration 
with Raffles and Accor in 
the development of Raf-
fles at Galaxy Macau brin-
gs yet another differen-

tiated luxury perspective 
and dimension in GEG’s 
growing portfolio and es-
tate,” said Francis Lui, vice 
chairman of GEG. 

Lui is expecting the 
new property to also rai-
se the bar to new heights 
throughout the region. 

Sébastien Bazin, chair-

man and chief executive 
officer of Accor, remarked: 
“This collaboration with 
GEG marks an important 
milestone for Raffles Ho-
tels & Resorts and creates 
a stunning addition to the 
excitement in Macau.” 

Raffles at Galaxy Ma-
cau will join 15 other 

hotels within the Raffles 
brand, after its first hotel 
was opened in Singapore 
in 1887.  

GEG announced the 
new opening yesterday 
through a statement after 
it released its financial re-

port for 2020 on February 
25, showing that its ear-
nings before interest, 
taxes, depreciation, and 
amortization (EBITDA) 
was HKD1.0 billion in Q4 
2020, up 207% quarter-
-on-quarter. 
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THE Executive Coun-
cil has concluded its 

discussion on the draft 
administrative regula-
tion relating to a “bonus 
plan to encourage busi-
ness development.”

In order to encou-
rage companies to use 
bank loans or financial 
leasing to purchase in-
telligent devices and 
computer software sys-
tems, as well as carry 
out repairs to upgrade 
and update their busi-
ness facilities, the go-
vernment proposed 
this new administrative 
regulation on bonus 
plans for business deve-
lopment. 

This new adminis-
trative regulation is 
intended as an impro-
ved version of, and a 
replacement for, ad-
ministrative regulation 
No.16/2009 relating to 
subsidies for the inte-

JOB-MATCHING sessions for 
specific sectors, held by the 

Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) in 
January this year, have had a suc-
cess rate of 45%, the bureau has 
informed in a statement.

According to the statement, 
the bureau held a total of four job-
-matching sessions for different 
sectors in January, which inclu-
ded a total of 260 candidates.

Of those, the DSAL noted that 
only 140 attended the sessions 
and 63 of them were hired, repre-
senting a success rate of 45%.

The bureau also noted that 
such sessions have been noted as 
the most efficient way to help re-
-employ residents. Most of them 

rest on bank loans for 
businesses. 

Administration re-
gulation No. 16/2009 
granted interest subsi-
dies to companies that 
had obtained a bank 
loan for their invest-
ment projects. 

However, with the 
gradual generalization 
of financial leasing, the 
project proposes that 
financial leasing also be 
included in the scope of 
subsidized investment 
instruments and pro-
vide access to the allo-
cation of adequate fi-

are people who lost their jobs as a 
result of the economic crisis resul-
ting from the Covid-19 pandemic.

The DSAL is pledging to con-
tinue to host job-matching ses-
sions for specific activity sectors, 
promising to host a minimum of 
three of these sessions per month 
in 2021.

The candidate list for these 
matching sessions includes re-
cently-unemployed residents, as 
well as those long-term unem-
ployed individuals who have 
completed subsidized training 
courses that aim to assist them in 
changing their career paths and 
seeking employment in different 
activity sectors. RM

nancial incentives, thus 
reinforcing supports for 
business valuation and 
conversion. 

Companies that 
meet the requirements 
may enjoy a maximum 
period of four years re-
lating to subsidies on a 
bank loan bonus or fi-
nance leasing. 

The administrative 
regulation will come 
into force the day 
following its publica-
tion.

In addition, the ExCo 
also completed a dis-
cussion on the draft ad-

ministrative regulation 
No.30/2004, relating 
to the promotion and 
appointment of em-
ployees at judicial orga-
nizations. 

Currently, judicial 
assistants are selected 
based on their entran-
ce written examination 
and training courses, 
which are weighted at 
20% and 80% respecti-
vely. 

After the amend-
ment, the training cou-
rses will be weighted at 
40% and the final exams 
at 60%.  

In terms of appoin-
ting supervisors, in 
addition to the basic 
rules for the appoint-
ment of leaders and su-
pervisors of the public 
administration depart-
ment, relevant factors 
such as civic morality, 
work experience and 
professional abilities 
will be taken into con-
sideration. 

ExCo completes discussion on 
business bonus plan regulation 

EMPLOYMENT
DSAL says job-matching 
sessions had 45% success 
rate in January

PSP: Only Macau ID holders 
have right of demonstration   
HONEY TSANG 

THE Public Security Police For-
ce (PSP) released a statement 

yesterday, reiterating that the right 
to assemble and protest is only gi-
ven to Macau ID holders, not all 
people residing in the city. 

The release came amid the 
heated dispute circulating in Ma-
cau society following an allegation 
that the PSP had arrested two mi-
grant workers for hosting a protest 
at Rotunda do Carlos de Maia on 
February 21, which the PSP de-
nied. 

In the statement, the PSP ex-
pounded on the definition of “Ma-
cau resident” which is stipulated 
in Law No. 2/93/M  — Right of As-
sembly and Demonstration (Law). 

The PSP cited previous minu-
tes which noted that, prior to the 
passage of the law, a Portuguese 
lawmaker suggested the bene-
ficiaries for the entitlement of 
assembly and protest should be 
“Macau residents,” after referring 
to Article 45 of the Constitution 
of Portugal which also laid down 
that only Portuguese citizens are 
granted the right for demonstra-
tion.

A legal expert, António Katchi, 
who was also responsible for dra-
fting the aforementioned law, said 

PSP has made a wrong interpreta-
tion of the law. 

Katchi refuted that the term “re-
sident” used in the law was not in-
tended to keep out non-residents. 
He stressed that foreign workers 
are in fact residents of Macau as 
well, but that their status in Macau 
is that of foreign workers. 

He also explained that the term 
“resident” was adopted at the time 
instead of “citizens,” after taking 
into account the fact that Macau is 
not a county itself. 

“In my view, the government’s 
interpretation is totally incorrect. 
The rights of assembly and de-
monstration apply to everybody: 
permanent and non-permanent 

residents, non-resident workers 
and students, tourists, and visitors 
on a business trip. The same holds 
for any other civil right, unless 
otherwise stipulated in law and 
subject to the constitutionality of 
such law,” Katchi said in a reply to 
the Times last night.

“There is absolutely no law for-
bidding ‘non-resident’ workers (or 
any other category of non-Macau-
-ID-holders) from assembling or 
demonstrating. If there were such 
law, it would run counter the Basic 
Law, the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights, and 
the Sino-Portuguese Joint Decla-
ration,” he added.

Yesterday’s PSP statement also 

made a clarification that argues 
against Katchi’s points. 

Pursuant to the Decree-Law 
No. 6/92/M before Macau’s han-
dover to China, “the resident 
identity (ID) card proves that the 
holder is entitled with the right to 
be a Macau resident. Obviously, 
foreign workers, tourists, etc, do 
not have Macau resident ID cards 
and are not considered as a Macau 
resident,” the PSP said. 

In addition, the PSP cited the 
Basic Law after the handover, 
stressing thats “Macau residen-
ts” are the residents of the Macau 
Special Administrative Regions. 

There were several amendmen-
ts made to the law, but there has 

still been none made regarding 
the beneficiaries of the demons-
tration right, the PSP said. 

As a result, the PSP said that the 
demarcation of Macau residents 
has not exented to cover non-Ma-
cau residents before and after the 
handover.

However, Katchi said that there 
are several arguments supporting 
the idea that both the Basic Law 
and the law regulating the rights 
of assembly and demonstration, 
if properly interpreted, include 
non-residents in the protective 
scope of those rights. 

“Over the past two decades, 
the government had only exclu-
ded tourists from the scope of the 
right to demonstrate, deliberately 
targeting Hong Kong democra-
ts. It was already illegal. Now the  
government goes one step fur-
ther, stripping from that right a 
large segment of Macau’s popu-
lation and an even bigger chunk 
of Macau’s working class,” he ex-
plained.

“This move intersects three on-
going reactionary processes: wor-
sening of migrant workers’ status, 
worsening of workers’ condition 
(including resident workers), and 
curtailment of civil rights (for 
everybody, including residents). 
The right to demonstrate has been 
particularly targeted, in line with 
the Chinese Communist Party’s 
policy - Macau’s government can 
hardly disguise its intent to abo-
lish it altogether,” the legal expert 
concluded.
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GBA martial arts association sees 
Macau as a gateway to the world
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Greater Bay Area 
Martial Arts and Cultu-
re Association recently 
held its first event in the 

city, aiming to take the advanta-
ge of Macau and its specificities 
in linking and integrating several 
cultures to expand a relatively 
new, but with a peaking interest, 
martial art competition, the Wu 
Lin Feng (WLF).

Owned by the television 
broadcaster Henan Television 
(HNTV), the WLF, a mix martial 
art form that combines techni-
ques and regulations coming 
from other fighting forms such 
as Wushu, Sanda, mixed martial 
arts (MMA), Muay Thai, and Ki-
ckboxing, among others, is the 
longest-running martial arts te-
levision show in China, running 
since 2004.

To the Times, in an exclusive 
interview, the association vice-
-chairman, Carlos Rui Marcelo, 
explained that the event held in 
late January at the Studio City 
not only served to launch offi-
cially the association after the 
year 2020 in which the restric-
tions related to the Covid-19 
pandemic disrupted the majori-
ty of the association plans, but 
also to present the program to 
the private and official entities 
in Macau.

“They received the event 
very well, especially the gover-
nment departments such the 
Macau Government Tourism 
Office and the Sports Bureau,” 
Marcelo said, adding, “Although 
we had limitations [related with 
the pandemic] in organizing the 
event, it was a great event with 
a fantastic turnout in terms of 
viewership.”

According to the information 
from the association that quotes 
data from the Henan Television 
(HNTV), the bouts in Macau 
were watched in more than 50 
countries with a total viewership 
reaching 500 million.

Since 2007, the competition 
has become more international 
in nature, bringing challengers 
from other countries and having 
bouts broadcasted from seve-
ral different countries including 
Germany, New Zealand, and the 
United States.

Participants have included Ki-
ckboxing K-1 fighters, MMA pro-
fessionals, Muay Thai fighters, 
and Wushu and Sanda practitio-
ners.

In 2013, it was ranked among 
the top 100 most viewed satellite 
and cable television programs in 
China, according to a report from 
Chinese news agency Xinhua.

From 2017, the championship 
has finally reached the interna-
tional starlight with the first truly 
international championship, 
hosted in Canada.

PLATFORM FOR 
LUSOPHONE COUNTRIES

During the interview with the 
board members of the associa-
tion, the chairman, Liu Yong, 
highlighted the fact that the as-
sociation aims not only to rea-
ch expansion and an audience 
within the GBA but also take the 
opportunity allowed by Macau’s 
role to reach other international 
markets, such as the Portuguese-
-speaking countries.

Liu explained that besides 
pure martial arts, the events are 
perfect opportunities to disclose 
more of the Chinese culture to 
the world, being Macau the per-
fect “name card” to help on such 
a task.

On the topic, the also vice-
-chairman of the association, 
Mario Lameiras, added that more 

than just disclosing Chinese cul-
ture, the association aims to help 
disclose elements from different 
cultures, including the ones from 
Portugal and the Portuguese- 
speaking countries.

“We are thinking to include, 
for example, performances and 
other aspects that involve the 
lusophone culture in the events 
such as dancing and music. We 
can do that in several moments, 
including the break times be-
tween bouts, etc.,” Lameiras fur-
ther explained recalling that all 
the event is being broadcasted to 
a wide worldwide audience.

2021 PLAN WITH 3 EVENTS, 
INCLUDING A GRAND FINALE

Addressing the activities plan 
of the association for this year, 
Liu noted that three events are 

being prepared.
“Although we are still con-

ditioned by the pandemic si-
tuation, we have three events 
planned. The first will take place 
tentatively in May or June and a 
second one is expected to take 
place in October. For the final 
one, it will happen right at the 
end of 2021 or in the early days of 
2022,” the chairman said adding 
that the association hopes to in-
clude at least two fighters repre-
senting Macau in these events.

For this purpose, the asso-
ciation has already established 
a partnership across the border 
that created a training center and 
academy, where fighters can be 
trained to participate in the tour-
naments and championships.

“The training center is loca-
ted in Zhuhai and for the time 
being we have 35 fighter training 
regularly at the academy but the 
plan is to raise this number to 
about 100 within next year,” Liu 
said.

Lameiras also noted that 
besides fighting and physical 
training, the academy has also 
the purpose to train referees and 
ring judges that will also be part 
of the development of the activi-
ty in Macau and around GBA.

ADDED AMBITIONS FOR 2022
If the 2021 plan seems to be 

already ambitious, the ideas for 
2022 go even further. Liu said 
that in 2022 the association aims 
to organize, together with their 
promoting partners “The Top of 
Hengqin” and “Wulinfen Global 
Kung Fu,” one event per month, 
including tournaments in diffe-
rent weight categories and a fi-
nal championship which will be 
a ‘Champion of Champions’ sty-
le event, in which the winners of 
previous tournaments will com-
pete for the main title.

On the topic, Lameiras ad-
ded, “The goal is always to raise 
the level of the competition and 
the fighters as well as contri-
bute more for the disclosure of 
the multi-culturalism of Macau 
as well as the bonds created all 
over the world. In a way, we also 
following on the ‘Belt & Road ini-
tiative established by the central 
government.”

The Greater Bay Area Martial 
Arts and Culture Association was 
created in September 2019.

Rotary Club calls for blood 
donations, especially RhD negative 
JULIE ZHU 

THE Rotary Club of Ma-
cau, together with the 

Macao Blood Transfusion 
Service, is organizing the 
Rotary Blood Event during 
March and April, encoura-

ging individuals to make a 
blood donation, particular-
ly those whose blood type 
is RhD negative.

RhD negative blood type 
in Macau is very rare as 
99% of blood donors are of 
Chinese origin, and only 3‐5  

out of 1000 people of Chi-
nese origins has this blood 
type. By comparison, in 
Caucasians, an average of 
150 people out of 1000 has 
this blood type. Given this, 
one of the focuses in this 
year’s Rotary Blood Dona-

tion Event will be to en-
courage more Caucasians 
in Macau, especially those 
who are RhD negative, to 
donate blood.

In 2020, there was a re-
duction of blood donations 
from individuals with RhD 

negative blood type (26 in 
2019 to 25 in 2020) and also 
a reduction in the number 
of RhD negative units do-
nated by Caucasians (35 
in 2019 to 34 in 2020). The 
total number of Caucasians 
registered as blood donors 
fell from 135 in 2019 to 108 
in 2020.

“Our appeal goes to the 
Caucasians because the-
re was, in fact, a reduction 
in the number of donors 
and the number of dona-
ted units throughout the 

year 2020. It is necessary 
to maintain a balance in 
blood reserves in Macau,” 
explained the president of 
the Rotary Club of Macau, 
João Francisco Pinto.

Meanwhile, in 2020, as 
a result of the measures 
taken by the Macao Blood 
Transfusion Service to 
enhance the blood dona-
tion drive, there were a to-
tal of 13,387 persons regis-
tered for blood donation, 
which resulted in the col-
lection of 16,541 units.
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Beijing said to speed up move to 
more survivable nuclear force

ECONOMY

Manufacturing weakens for third month in February
CHINA’S manufacturing 

recovery weakened for 
a third month in February 
as exports and new orders 
declined, according to two 
surveys released yesterday. 

A monthly purchasing 
managers’ index issued by 
a prominent business ma-
gazine, Caixin, declined to 

50.9 from January’s 51.5 on 
a 100-point scale on which 
numbers above 50 show ac-
tivity accelerating. 

A separate PMI issued by 
the Chinese statistics agen-
cy and an official industry 
group, the China Federation 
of Logistics & Purchasing, 
retreated to 50.6 from 51.3.

Manufacturers recei-
ved a boost from China’s 
relatively early reopening 
after the coronavirus hit. 
But sales have been hurt 
by unease among Chine-
se consumers about the 
economic outlook and re-
newed disease outbreaks 
abroad that have prompted 

governments to reimpose 
business and travel curbs. 

The latest results indica-
ted the economy failed to 
receive a boost from Bei-
jing’s appeal for the public 
to avoid traveling over the 
Lunar New Year holiday. 
Some forecasters expected 
manufacturing to benefit 

if employees stayed on the 
job instead of taking the 
usual break of up to two 
weeks. 

Despite that, “produc-
tion recovery momentum 
is good,” said economist 
Zhang Liqun in a statement 
issued by the logistics Fede-
ration. 

The Federation said a 
sub-index of new orders 
declined to 51.5 from Ja-
nuary’s 52.3.

A sub-index of new ex-
port orders fell to 48.8 from 
50.2, the Federation said. It 
said the index of export or-
ders for small enterprises 
stood at 35.1. AP

ROBERT BURNS, 
WASHINGTON

CHINA appears to be moving 
faster toward a capability to 

launch its newer nuclear missiles 
from underground silos, possibly 
to improve its ability to respond 
promptly to a nuclear attack, ac-
cording to an American expert 
who analyzed satellite images of 
recent construction at a missile 
training area.

Hans Kristensen, a longtime 
watcher of U.S., Russian and 
Chinese nuclear forces, said the 
imagery suggests that China is 
seeking to counter what it may 
view as a growing threat from 
the United States. The U.S. in re-
cent years has pointed to China’s 
nuclear modernization as a key 
justification for investing hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in the 
coming two decades to build an 
all-new U.S. nuclear arsenal.

There’s no indication the Uni-
ted States and China are headed 
toward armed conflict, let alone 

a nuclear one. But the Kristensen 
report comes at a time of heigh-
tened U.S.-China tensions across 
a broad spectrum, from trade to 
national security. A stronger Chi-
nese nuclear force could factor 
into U.S. calculations for a mili-
tary response to aggressive Chi-
nese actions, such as in Taiwan 
or the South China Sea.

The Pentagon declined to 
comment on Kristensen’s analy-
sis of the satellite imagery, but 
it said last summer in its annual 
report on Chinese military deve-
lopments that Beijing intends to 
increase the peacetime readiness 
of its nuclear forces by putting 
more of them in underground 
silos and operating on a higher 
level of alert in which it could 
launch missiles upon warning of 
being under attack.

“The PRC’s nuclear weapons 
policy prioritizes the maintenan-
ce of a nuclear force able to survi-
ve a first strike and respond with 
sufficient strength to inflict unac-
ceptable damage on an enemy,” 

the Pentagon report said.
More broadly, the Pentagon 

asserts that China is modernizing 
its nuclear forces as part of a wi-
der effort to build a military by 
mid-century that is equal to, and 
in some respects superior to, the 
U.S. military.

China’s nuclear arsenal, esti-
mated by the U.S. government to 
number in the low 200s, is dwar-
fed by those of the United States 
and Russia, which have thou-
sands. The Pentagon predicts 
that the People’s Liberation Army 
Rocket Forces will at least double 
the size of its nuclear arsenal over 
the next 10 years, still leaving it 
with far fewer than the United 
States.

China does not publicly dis-
cuss the size or preparedness of 
its nuclear force beyond saying it 
would be used only in response 
to an attack. The United States, 
by contrast, does not rule out 
striking first, although President 
Joe Biden in the past has embra-
ced removing that ambiguity by 

adopting a “no first use” policy.
Kristensen, an analyst with the 

Federation of American Scientis-
ts, said the commercial satellite 
photos he acquired appear to 
show China late last year began 
construction of 11 underground 
silos at a vast missile training ran-
ge near Jilantai in north-central 
China. Construction of five other 
silos began there earlier. In its pu-
blic reports the Pentagon has not 
cited any specific number of mis-
sile silos at that training range.

These 16 silos identified by 
Kristensen would be in addition 
to the 18-20 that China now ope-
rates with an older interconti-
nental ballistic missile, the DF-5.

“It should be pointed out that 
even if China doubles or triples 
the number of ICBM silos, it wou-
ld only constitute a fraction of the 
number of ICBM silos operated 
by the United States and Russia,” 
Kristensen wrote on his Federa-
tion of American Scientists’ blog. 
“The U.S. Air Force has 450 silos, 
of which 400 are loaded. Russia 

has about 130 operational silos.”
Nearly all of the new silos de-

tected by Kristensen appear de-
signed to accommodate China’s 
newer-generation DF-41 ICBM, 
which is built with a solid-fuel 
component that allows the ope-
rator to more quickly prepare the 
missile for launch, compared to 
the DF-5’s more time-consuming 
liquid-fuel system. The DF-41 
can target Alaska and much of 
the continental United States.

China already has a rail- and 
road-mobile version of the DF-
41 missile.

“They’re trying to build up the 
survivability of their force,” by 
developing silo basing for their 
advanced missiles, Kristensen 
said in an interview. “It raises 
some questions about this fine 
line in nuclear strategy,” between 
deterring a U.S. adversary by 
threatening its highly valued nu-
clear forces and pushing the ad-
versary into taking countermea-
sures that makes its force more 
capable and dangerous.

“How do you get out of that 
vicious cycle?” Kristensen asked.

Frank Rose, a State Depart-
ment arms control official during 
the Obama administration, said 
recently there is little prospect 
of getting China to join an in-
ternational negotiation to limit 
nuclear weapons. The Trump ad-
ministration tried that but failed, 
and Rose sees no reason to think 
that will change anytime soon.

“They’re not going to do it out 
of the goodness of their heart,” 
he said, but they might be in-
terested in talking if the United 
States were willing to consider 
Chinese concerns about related 
issues like U.S. missile defenses.

Rose says China’s main in-
terest is in building up its non-
-nuclear force of shorter- and 
intermediate-range missiles, 
which, combined with a cybe-
rattack capability and systems 
for damaging or destroying U.S. 
satellites, could push the United 
States out of the western Pacific. 
This would complicate any effort 
by the United States to intervene 
in the event Beijing decided to 
use force against Taiwan, the se-
mi-autonomous democracy that 
Beijing views as a renegade pro-
vince that must eventually return 
to the communist fold. AP
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Regulator: China not 
ready to let Boeing 
737 Max fly again

CHINA isn’t ready to 
join the United Sta-

tes in approving Boeing’s 
737 Max to return to flying 
following a two-year grou-
nding prompted by a pair 
of fatal crashes, a regulator 
said yesterday.

China was the first coun-
try to ground the 737 Max in 
2019 after crashes in Indo-
nesia and Ethiopia killed a 
total of 346 people. Ameri-
can regulators approved the 
plane in November to resu-
me commercial flights after 
Boeing updated software 
and pilots received additio-
nal training. 

“Major safety concerns” 
raised by Chinese regula-
tors “have not been fully 
resolved,” said Dong Zhiyi, 
deputy administrator of 
the Civil Aviation Adminis-
tration of China, at a news 
conference. 

Design changes must 
pass approval for airwor-
thiness, pilots must receive 
“effective flight training” 
and conclusions of investi-
gations into the two crashes 
must be clear, Dong said.

“The technical review has 
not yet entered the certifica-
tion and flight test stage,” 
Dong said. He gave no ti-
meline for when that might 
happen.

China is, along with Nor-
th America and Europe, one 
of the biggest markets for 
Boeing Co. and its European 
rival Airbus. That makes the 
737 Max’s approval by Bei-
jing important for its com-
mercial success.

Crash investigators bla-
med anti-stall software that 
countered the plane’s ten-
dency to tilt nose-up becau-
se of the size and placement 
of the engines. That softwa-
re pushed the nose down 
repeatedly, overcoming the 
pilots’ struggles to regain 
control. In each case, a sin-
gle faulty sensor triggered 
the nose-down pitch. 

The new software now re-
quires inputs from two sen-
sors to activate the software, 
which Boeing says does not 
override pilot controls.

Chinese airlines own 
about 100 737 Maxes, accor-
ding to news reports. AP

HONG KONG

Pro-democracy activists 
brought to court 
H

ONG Kong po-
lice yesterday 
brought 47 pro-
-democracy ac-

tivists to court on charges 
of conspiracy to commit 
subversion under the na-
tional security law impo-
sed on the city by Beijing 
last year.

The cases represent 
the largest mass charge 
against the semi-autono-
mous Chinese territory’s 
opposition camp since the 
law came into effect last 
June. Supporters gathered 
outside the courthouse, 
displaying slogans in favor 
of the 2019 pro-democracy 
protests advocating grea-
ter local autonomy.

China has cracked 
down hard on such calls, 
demanding changes to the 
legal and educational sys-
tems to inculcate loyalty to 
the ruling Communist Par-
ty. The former lawmakers 
and democracy advocates 

had been previously arres-
ted in a sweeping police 
operation in January but 
were released, only to be 
detained again on Sunday.

Those arrested allege-
dly violated the national 
security law for participa-
ting in unofficial election 
primaries for Hong Kong’s 
legislature last year.

The pro-democracy 
camp had held the prima-
ries to determine the best 

candidates to field to win 
a majority in the legislatu-
re and had plans to vote 
down major bills that wou-
ld eventually force Hong 
Kong leader Carrie Lam to 
resign.

In January, 55 activis-
ts and former lawmakers 
were arrested for their 
roles in the primaries. Au-
thorities said that the ac-
tivists’ participation was 
part of a plan to paralyze 

the city’s legislature and 
subvert state power.

The security law cri-
minalizes acts of subver-
sion, secession, terrorism 
and collusion with foreign 
powers to intervene in 
Hong Kong’s affairs. Se-
rious offenders could face 
a maximum punishment 
of life imprisonment. 
Nearly 100 people have 
been arrested since the law 
was implemented. AP
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The Prime Minister of Rhodesia, Ian Smith, has de-
clared his country a republic, cutting its last link with 
the British Crown.

The new Rhodesian Republic, came into being at 
2301BST yesterday, unrecognised by the rest of the 
world and barely noticed by Rhodesians themselves.

Mr Smith signed a proclamation officially dissolving 
the current parliament and introducing a new Repu-
blican Constitution.

The ceremony took place at Government House, 
until last year the official residence of Sir Humphrey 
Gibbs and his predecessors as governor and repre-
sentative of the British Crown.

The creation of the republic breaks an 80-year-old 
link with the British monarchy - but has been widely 
anticipated since Mr Smith unilaterally declared the 
country independent of Britain four years ago.

Since then, Rhodesia has left the Commonwealth 
and been subject to tough international sanctions.

Mr Smith said: “Today is not such a tremendous 
day for us Rhodesians. Our Independence Day is the 
great day.

“Rhodesia did not want to seize independence 
from Britain. It was forced upon us.”

The real question now is whether a Rhodesian re-
public will gain any international recognition.

The chairman of Mr Smith’s Rhodesian Front par-
ty, Ralph Nielson, said: “We have cut our ties as to 
whether or not a republic is going to make all that 
difference, I sincerely believe it will, particularly in the 
eyes of the rest of the world.

“I believe various things are going to flow, impro-
ved trade and without a doubt, in time, diplomatic 
recognition.”

The British Prime Minister, Harold Wilson, has al-
ready made clear his Labour government will not 
recognise the new regime in Rhodesia.

The United States has also indicated it will not re-
cognise Smith’s republic “under any circumstances”.

Courtesy BBC News

1970 Ian SmIth declareS
   rhodeSIa a republIc

In context

Ian Smith’s illegal declaration of independence in 1965 led 
to international economic sanctions. Britain had hoped to 
guide Rhodesia to black majority rule in line with the rest of 
the African continent.
By 1971, Edward Heath was prime minister of Britain and 
behind the scenes, negotiations were held with Ian Smith’s 
regime to organise a legal settlement that would ensure 
the equality of land rights between Africans and Europeans.
Ian Smith’s party, the Rhodesian Front, overwhelmingly won 
elections in 1970 and 1974, as government clashes with 
black nationalist guerrilla fighters intensified.
In 1977, Smith succumbed to sanctions and the high cost 
of war and agreed to negotiate a transition to black major-
ity rule.
Robert Mugabe was elected prime minister of an indepen-
dent Zimbabwe in 1980 under a new constitution.
Mr Smith remained an MP until 1987. He died in a residen-
tial home in South Africa in 2007.

this day in history

COVID-19

Philippines launches 
vaccinations amid 
supply problems
JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

T
HE Philippine 
government lau-
nched a vaccina-
tion campaign 

yesterday to contain one 
of Southeast Asia’s worst 
coronavirus outbreaks but 
faces supply problems and 
public resistance, which it 
hopes to ease by inocula-
ting top officials.

Cabinet officials, along 
with health workers and 
military and police person-
nel, were among the first to 
be vaccinated at six hospi-
tals in Metropolitan Mani-
la, after the arrival Sunday 
of 600,000 doses of vaccine 
donated by China. 

At the state-run Phili-
ppine General Hospital in 
Manila, hospital director 
Dr. Gerardo Legaspi was 
inoculated first in a televi-
sed event and was followed 
by Cabinet and Depart-
ment of Health officials.

“Let’s get vaccinated, 
let’s save lives every day. We 
need to move on,” Manila 
Mayor Isko Moreno said 
in a speech at the hospital, 
adding he would get vacci-

nated in about a week after 
the health workers.

The Philippines was 
among the last Southeast 
Asian countries to receive 
vaccines due to delivery 
delays, although it has re-
ported more than 578,300 
infections, including 
12,322 deaths, the second-
-highest totals in Southeast 
Asia after Indonesia. Lo-
ckdowns and quarantine 
restrictions have set back 
the country’s economy in 
one of the worst recessions 
in the region and sparked 
unemployment and hun-
ger.

“Our economy is really 
down, so the earlier these 
vaccinations gain speed, 
the better,” President Ro-
drigo Duterte told a televi-
sed news conference late 
Sunday after witnessing 
the delivery of the vaccines 
at an air base in the capital. 

Duterte said he was con-
sidering a further easing of 
quarantine restrictions in 
the capital and elsewhere 
once the vaccination cam-
paign gains momentum. 
With just 600,000 doses 
available, yesterday’s im-

munizations were billed as 
symbolic.

Aside from the donated 
vaccine from China’s Sino-
vac Biotech Ltd., the go-
vernment has ordered 25 
million more doses from 
the company but no date 
has been set for the delive-
ries. Health Secretary Fran-
cisco Duque III said the 
arrival of an initial 525,600 
doses of vaccine from As-
traZeneca that was initially 
scheduled for Monday 
would be delayed by a week 
due to supply problems.

China’s donation is a 
tiny fraction of at least 148 
million doses the govern-
ment has been negotiating 
to secure from Western and 
Asian companies to vacci-
nate about 70 million Fili-
pinos for free in a massive 
campaign funded by fo-
reign and domestic loans. 
Most of the shipments are 
expected to arrive later this 
year amid a global scramb-
le for COVID-19 vaccines.

Duterte’s administration 
has come under criticism 
for lagging behind most 
other Southeast Asian 
countries in securing the 

vaccines, but the president 
has said wealthy Western 
countries have cornered 
massive doses for their ci-
tizens, leaving poorer na-
tions scrambling for the 
rest. 

Aside from supply pro-
blems, there have been 
concerns over the vacci-
ne’s safety, largely due to a 
dengue vaccine scare that 
prompted the Duterte ad-
ministration to stop a mas-
sive immunization drive 
in 2017. There have also 
been concerns even among 
health workers over the Si-
novac vaccine because of 
its lower efficacy rate com-
pared to others developed 
in the West and Russia.

Carlito Galvez Jr, who 
leads government efforts 
to secure the vaccines, said 
Duterte saw some surveys 
showing low public confi-
dence in the Sinovac vac-
cine and ordered him and 
other top officials to be 
inoculated with it.

At the Philippine Gene-
ral Hospital, where he was 
inoculated with the Sino-
vac vaccine, Galvez said 
Filipinos could not return 
to their normal lives and 
the economy would not 
recover if people refuse to 
get immunized and prefer 
Western vaccines, which 
would come later in the 
year.

“We should not wait for 
the so-called best vaccine. 
There is no best vaccine 
because the best vaccines 
are those which are effec-
tive and efficient and come 
early,” Galvez said at the 
hospital. AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Where Hercules slew the lion; 6- Bemoan; 9- Dish of raw vegetables; 

14- Prepares for publication; 15- No longer young; 16- Hackneyed; 17- Resist; 
19- At full speed; 20- Hanoi holiday; 21- ___, old chap!; 22- Blackbird; 23- 
Parent’s sister; 25- Center; 26- Kind of price; 29- Image; 31- Doctrine maker; 32- 
Love affair; 36- Busy as ___; 37- German article; 38- Raw materials; 40- Religious 
discourses; 43- Place for beehives; 45- Oops!; 46- Plunger; 47- Rainbow maker; 
50- Young kangaroo; 51- Slope; 52- Insult; 54- Sprechen ___ Deutsch?; 57- 
Vixen’s master; 58- An assured fact; 61- Large cat; 62- Lennon’s lady; 63- More 
aloof; 64- Dummy Mortimer; 65- Paving material; 66- Raison ___;
 
DOWN: 1- Salamander; 2- Pop singer Brickell; 3- Fly catcher; 4- Old verb ending; 
5- Donkey’s uncle; 6- Way to cook; 7- It parallels a radius; 8- Whirlpool; 9- Staying 
power; 10- Equipped; 11- Perjurers; 12- Inclined; 13- Sand hill by the sea; 18- 
Trace; 23- Broadcaster; 24- Colorful card 
game; 25- Pop’s partner; 26- Doc bloc; 
27- Weeps; 28- Leg joint; 29- Whiskey 
type; 30- Against a proposition; 33- Like 
a subway; 34- Pluto’s tail?; 35- Architect 
Saarinen; 37- Brian of Roxy Music; 39- 
Equivalent wd.; 41- Condiment; 42- Bit 
of resistance; 43- To the left, at sea; 44- 
Crusty treat; 47- Evident; 48- Scope; 49- 
___ alia; 50- Delivers a verdict?; 51- Fast 
fliers; 52- Nae sayer?; 53- Actress Olin; 
54- Bad mood; 55- Anatomical passage; 
56- Fictional Jane; 59- Help; 60- Vanilla 
___, American rap star; 

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
If  your feet aren’t planted firmly 
on the ground today, you’re in 
danger of  getting swept away in 
someone else’s dreams! you can be 
supportive of  your friends, without 
doing all the work for them.

Apr. 20-May. 20
If  you’re making any big decisions 
today, you need to be selfish with 
your time. Take all you need to 
learn what you need to know. You 
have to feel comfortable coming 
down on one side or another.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
You won’t have much patience for 
the folks who love to beat around 
the bush today. If  someone can’t 
just say what they mean and 
be clear about it, you won’t be 
interested in them.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your instincts are good, so why 
aren’t you trusting them? Just 
because that one friend was right 
and you were wrong doesn’t mean 
that they know better than you 
how you should run your life!

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Today, your perception is starting 
to shift. You’re suddenly much 
more willing to see the other side of  
someone’s argument and see that, 
while this person might not agree 
with you, they do have a good point.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Respect other people’s opinions 
and they’ll respect yours. While it 
might take everything you’ve got to 
keep from screaming at someone 
who’s saying totally nutty things, 
holding back is absolutely essential.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
All of  this running around could 
be distancing you from the real 
meaning behind what you’re 
doing! You have to make more 
time, and you have to make it 
today. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
The explorer deep inside you 
should call all the shots today. Let 
it lead you into investigating new 
kinds of  art. You’re ready to have 
your beliefs challenged and evolve 
into a new way of  thinking.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
It’s not a day for feeling; it’s a day 
for thinking! Your brain is set to 
think in a more analytical way, and 
your heart is letting it drive things 
for a while. You might start to seem 
a bit detached from friends.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Be mature today. Step up and 
accept the ramifications of  your 
recent behavior. The good news 
is that when you face the music 
and dance, you’ll end up getting 
in the groove in no time at all!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You’ve been almost like an action 
hero lately, swooping in and 
coming to the rescue of  people 
in need! All of  this helping others 
has been wonderful for your self-
esteem It can be exhausting work!

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
A little voice inside you is 
telling you to heed the warnings 
around you. “Keep your cards 
close to the chest,” says that 
voice, and you should definitely 
obey it.

  Aquarius Pisces
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GChina region declares 
war on crypto mining, 
stirring wider fear

Gold steadies 
after worst month 
in four years as 
yields in focus
GOLD steadied after its 

biggest monthly slump 
since late 2016 as dovish com-
ments from the world’s major 
central bankers helped curb 
rising bond yields.

Last week’s sell-off in sove-
reign debt stabilized after cen-
tral banks from Asia to Europe 
provided reassurance that po-
licy support remains in place. 
Bets on accelerating inflation 
are raising concerns that there 
could be a pullback in mone-
tary policy support despite as-
surances from the Federal Re-
serve that higher yields reflect 
economic optimism for a solid 
recovery. European Central 
Bank data published yester-
day will show whether it has 
taken action to counter rising 
rates.

Bullion has had a rocky 

start to 2021 as the rollout 
of vaccines worldwide spur-
red optimism about a recovery 
from the pandemic, curbing 
demand for safe havens and 
boosting bond yields. Exchan-
ge-traded funds backed by the 
metal recorded a tenth con-
secutive day of outflows on 
Friday, according to an initial 
tally by Bloomberg, a sign in-
vestment demand is waning.

Spot gold was little changed 
at $1,734.43 an ounce by 1:36 
p.m. in London, after slum-
ping 2.1% to the lowest clo-
se since mid-June on Friday. 
That brought the loss in Fe-
bruary to 6.2%, the most since 
November 2016. Silver, plati-
num and palladium all clim-
bed. The Bloomberg Dollar 
Spot Index was little changed. 
MDT/BLOOMBERG

CHINA’S Inner Mongolia has 
banned cryptocurrency mi-

ning and declared it will shut all 
such projects by April, spurring 
fears the world’s No. 2 economy 
will take more steps to eradicate 
the power-hungry practice.

The autonomous region, a fa-
vorite among the industry becau-
se of its cheap power, also banned 
new digital coin projects, accor-
ding to a draft plan posted on the 
Inner Mongolia Development 
and Reform Commission’s websi-
te Feb. 25. The aim is to constrain 
growth in energy consumption to 
about 1.9% in 2021.

Bitcoin extended gains yes-
terday amid reports of the move, 
increasing as much as 6% in the 
session to $47,970.

The announcement unner-
ved an industry that’s already 
been through a years-long Chi-
nese campaign to clamp down 
amid concerns over speculative 
bubbles, fraud and energy was-

te. The draft policy was released 
weeks after China’s top economic 
planner blasted Inner Mongolia 
for being the only province to fail 
to control energy consumption in 
2019.

The region now aims to cut 
emissions per unit of gross do-
mestic product by 3% this year 
and limit incremental growth of 
energy consumption to about 5 
million tons of standard coal, ac-
cording to the draft plan.

Chinese officials first outlined 
proposals in 2018 to discourage 
crypto-mining - the computing 
process that makes transactions 
with virtual currencies possible 
but consumes vast amounts of 
power.

Inner Mongolia, which is clus-
tered with large coal mines, is 
famous for inexpensive energy 
and has attracted investment 
from a plethora of power-inten-
sive sectors such as aluminum 
and ferro-alloy smelting over past 

decades. The region accounted 
for 8% of global Bitcoin mining 
computing power, according to 
the Bitcoin Electricity Consump-
tion Index compiled by Cambri-
dge University. China overall had 
over 65% of the network’s total, 
with its appealing combination 
of inexpensive electricity, local 
chipmaking factories and cheap 
labor.

The local crackdown is reviving 
old fears. Beijing since 2017 has 
abolished initial coin offerings 
and clamped down on virtual cur-
rency trading within its borders, 
forcing many exchanges overseas. 
The country was once home to 
about 90% of trades but the lion’s 
share of mining and major players 
like Bitmain Technologies Ltd. 
have since fled abroad.

Taiwan Semiconductor Manu-
facturing Co. and Nvidia Corp. are 
among listed chipmakers that su-
pply crypto miners in China and 
around the world. BLOOMBERG

CORPORATE BITS
GEG promotes family harmony through Lantern Festival activity 

Grand Hyatt Macau has pre-
pared a range of spring-inspi-
red menus this March.

Starting from this month, 
the “Chef Dong Signature 

To celebrate the Lantern 
Festival, Galaxy Entertain-
ment Group and the Macau 
Youth Volunteer Association 
(AJVM) recently co-organi-
zed a family activity where 
over 50 parents and children 

Grand Hyatt Macau presents spring-inspired menus
dumplings in their selected 
menu. The “Ultimate Spring 
After-noon Tea at Grand 
Club,” meanwhile, features 
an all-you-can-eat savories, 
dim sum and over 10 exquisi-
te desserts presented on the 
pastry trolley, including fluffy 
scones, fresh mint vanilla cré-
meux, refreshing  Yuzu lime 
tart and many more. 

  At the Lobby Lounge from 
March 1 to April 30, the “Spring 
Tea Grand Set” will include 
four pastries, such as  rose 
tea lychee mousse; matcha 
opera cake;  jasmine tea milk 
chocolate cubeand  ivory ga-
nache, green tea, raspberry, 
paired with a selection of the 
guest’s favorite Nespresso 
coffee or TWG tea. 

operator said in a statement. 
Through this event, GEG ho-
pes to raise the participants’ 
responsible gaming aware-
ness and promote family har-
mony. 

The event was held at Hang 
Heong Un, one of Macau’s 
renowned Chinese dessert 
shops. Family members joi-
ned a tangyuan workshop 
where they made and ate the 
traditional dessert in celebra-
tion of the Lantern Festival.

Since the games required 
the teamwork of parents and 
children, GEG believes that 
the event provided partici-
pants with a fun and relaxing 
environment to learn respon-
sible gaming concepts and 
practice family management. 

Dishes Grand Feast” featu-
res a two-hour all-you-can-
-eat menu to enjoy appeti-
zers, dim sum, soups, main 
courses, rice, noodles and 

were invited to Broadway 
Macau for a celebration.

During the activity, partici-
pants made tangyuan, sol-
ved lantern riddles, played 
responsible gaming-themed 
booth games, the gaming 
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Chinese champion Jiangsu FC 
says it will ‘cease operations’
C

HINESE Super League 
champion Jiangsu FC 
announced it would 
“cease operations” with 

immediate effect, just three mon-
ths after winning its first title.

Nanjing-based Jiangsu, which 
is owned by retail giant Suning 
that also holds a majority stake in 
Italian league leader Inter Milan, 
said on social media that it hoped 
that a new backer could be found 
after the company pulled out.

“Even though we are reluctant 
to part with the players who have 
won us the highest honors, and 
fans who have shared solidarity 
with the club, we have to regret-
fully make an announcement,” a 
Jiangsu FC statement said. “From 
today, Jiangsu Football Club cea-
ses the operation of its teams.”

Suning, which was formally 
known as Jiangsu Suning befo-
re changing names to meet new 
Chinese Football Association re-
gulations, had reportedly tried for 
six months to sell Jiangsu, which 
has debts estimated to be around 
$90 million. Also folding are Jian-

gsu’s successful women’s team 
and various youth teams.

Xinhua, the state news agency, 
reported the club owed players 

wages and title-winning bonuses 
and that the club’s coach Cosmin 
Olaroiu and Brazilian star player 
Alex Teixeira had already left.

Earlier this month, Suning ow-
ner Zhang Jindong said the group 
would cut back on non-retail 
activities after a difficult year in 

which revenues had been hit by 
COVID-19.

“We will focus on retail busi-
ness and close and cut down our 
businesses that are not connec-
ted to businesses,” he said.

There have been reports in 
Italy that Suning, which bought a 
majority stake in Inter in 2016, is 
looking to sell the Milan club.

Jiangsu will be the second Chi-
nese team to withdraw from the 
Asian Champions League that ki-
cks off in April. Shandong Luneng 
was kicked out of the competi-
tion for breaching rules regarding 
outstanding salary payments.

There are concerns that Jiang-
su may soon be followed by Tian-
jin Tigers. Club owner Teda has 
cut investment in the team it has 
owned since 1998 after the Chine-
se Football Association ruled this 
year that all team names must be 
free from corporate titles. Last 
year, the city’s other club, Tianjin 
Tianhai, went bankrupt.

Chinese soccer became one of 
the biggest-spending leagues in 
the world over the past decade. 
Star players including Hulk, Os-
car and Paulinho arrived in the 
country along with World Cup 
winning coaches Marcello Lippi 
and Luiz Felipe-Scolari.

In a bid to cut costs, a new sa-
lary cap has been imposed for 
the 2021 season that will limit 
club expenditures to $90 million 
a year. AP
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Trump rules out new political 
party in speech to conservatives

Donald Trump says he has no plans to launch a new political par-
ty, telling a conservative conference in Florida that it would split the 
Republican vote, BBC reported.

In his first speech since Democrat Joe Biden became president, 
he also hinted that he might run for office again in 2024. Trump 
strongly criticized his successor, saying U.S. policy had gone from 
“America first to America last”.

The speech comes weeks after Trump was acquitted in an impea-
chment trial.

The Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC) is the coun-
try’s largest meeting of conservative activists and politicians, and 

usually gives insight into the direction of the Republican Party.
According to BBC, Trump’s appearance at the meeting yesterday 

[Macau time] suggests he has continued influence over the party 
despite some senior politicians distancing themselves recently 
from the ex-president.

The mood of the conference in Orlando - which began last week 
- has been extremely pro-Trump, with loyalists including Texas Se-
nator Ted Cruz and his son Donald Trump Jr among the speakers.

Trump remains banned from social media platforms, including 
Facebook and Twitter, over his response to January’s deadly riot at 
the U.S. Capitol.

OPINION
World Views
Robert A. George, MDT/Bloomberg

Armenia Political tensions 
in Armenia further 
heightened yesterday 
with supporters of the 
embattled prime minister 
and the opposition 
planning massive rival 
rallies in the capital. Prime 
Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
has faced opposition 
demands to resign since 
he signed a peace deal in 
November that ended six 
weeks of intense fighting 
with Azerbaijan over 
the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu 
yesterday accused Iran of 
attacking an Israeli-owned 
ship in the Gulf of Oman 
last week, a mysterious 
explosion that further 
spiked security concerns 
in the region. Without 
offering any evidence to 
his claim, Netanyahu told 
Israeli public broadcaster 
Kan that “it was indeed an 
act by Iran, that’s clear.” 

Pakistan A court 
yesterday granted 
bail to a Christian man 
convicted in 2018 while 
still a teenager of insulting 
Islam by posting a picture 
of Islam’s holiest site on 
social media, a defense 
lawyer said. The court 
order in the eastern city of 
Lahore came more than 
four years after Nabeel 
Masih was arrested. 
He was detained after 
a mob accused him of 
committing blasphemy by 
sharing a picture of Kaaba 
in Mecca on Facebook. 

France A Paris court 
yesterday found French 
former President 
Nicolas Sarkozy guilty of 
corruption and influence 
peddling and sentenced 
him to one year in prison 
and a two-year suspended 
sentence. The 66-year-
old politician, who was 
president from 2007 to 
2012, was convicted for 
having tried to illegally 
obtain information from a 
senior magistrate in 2014 
about a legal action in 
which he was involved.
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Trump’s not-quite-
triumphant return

The former president made a semi-Trum-
phant return on Sunday. Donald Trump’s rap-
turous reception at the Conservative Political 
Action Conference in Orlando, Florida, made 
clear that the conservative movement, as well 
as the Republican Party, belongs to him. Yet 
there were also signs that his brand is tar-
nished.

Trump made the expected attacks on Pre-
sident Joe Biden and the anticipated elbow 
tosses at Republicans deemed either insuf-
ficiently loyal or outright treacherous. There 
were nods and winks to a 2024 run, when he 
will win for “a third time.” 

And yet, the CPAC straw poll (which, in fair-
ness, is notorious for not being so accurate) 
shows that the devotion is not quite total. Yes, 
Trump won, but he did so with a mere 55%. 
Meanwhile, not only did local boy Ron DeSan-
tis come in second, with 21%, the Florida go-
vernor lapped the field with 43% in a separate 
survey with Trump not included.

Perhaps those results explained Trump’s sur-
prisingly low-energy performance. The crowd 
in the room and at home got “TelePrompTer 
Trump,” as he stuck to the script and included 
few if any of the improvised bits that energize 
him and his audience. Trump upended a tra-
dition (shocking, right?) by attacking his suc-
cessor, but the criticism of Biden was … bland. 
It was the “most disastrous first month in his-
tory,” he said. Biden had taken the country 
“from America First to America Last,” Trump 
declared. 

Give Trump this: By so soon breaking the 
tradition of not attacking one’s successor, he’s 
arguably doing Biden a favor. Not that Biden 
needed it, but Trump shined a huge spotlight 
on the priorities of the current occupant of 
the Oval Office. Biden is most vulnerable on 
schools — he  promised to get the majority 
open within 100 days. But he still has nearly 
two months to fulfill that vow. If he does, what 
does Trump say?  Similarly, the president has 
more than enough time to get border security 
right.

Not surprisingly, Trump sounded most sad 
and pathetic as he again circled back toward 
the Big Lie about the 2020 election — saying 
that the Republican Party must be the party of 
“honest elections,” because the last one was 
“rigged.” It was similar to the rhetoric that 
sparked the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol, which 
the so-called law-and-order former president 
failed to mention. Indeed, in a meaty passage 
in which Trump tried to articulate an ideolo-
gical underpinning to Trumpism, he said that 
one of its pillars was “no riots in the streets.” 
Riots in the Capitol, apparently, are allowed, if 
not encouraged.

Trump also urged the party to make voting 
harder. “We must have one election day — not 
48,” he said, essentially calling for rolling back 
early voting. He called for curtailing absentee 
voting and all but ending mail-in voting. That 
Republicans once benefited (and still do, in 
many cases) from most of these innovations 
(see Florida) means nothing. In fact, many 
GOP-leaning legislatures are already trying 
to push through retrograde “reforms” that are 
tantamount to voter suppression.   

This is the hangover the Republican Party 
must deal with for at least two years and pos-
sibly four. That even 45% of the CPAC base is 
wary of supporting Trump in 2024 would be 
encouraging if not for the fact the party is al-
ready working to sabotage the franchise for 
as many voters in as many states as possible.  
This is a desolate road to go down. But Do-
nald Trump wants to go there, and a signifi-
cant number of Republicans are prepared to 
follow him.

BETH HARRIS, 
LOS ANGELES

CHLOÉ Zhao became the 
second woman to win 

best director at the Golden 
Globes and the first female 
winner of Asian descent on 
a night in which her film 
“Nomadland” was crowned 
the top drama film.

Zhao, who was among 
three women nominated 
in the directing category, 
was honored for her work 
on “Nomadland,” about 
people who take to the road 
and move from place to pla-
ce seeking work for usually 
low wages. It stars two-ti-
me Oscar winner Frances 
McDormand and includes 
nonprofessional actors.

“I especially want to 
thank the nomads who sha-
red their stories with us,” 
Zhao said, accepting the di-
recting honor virtually yes-
terday [Macau time].

She singled out real-li-
fe nomad Bob Wells, who 
appears in the movie, for 
help with her remarks.

“This is what he said 
about compassion,” Zhao 
said. “Compassion is the 
breakdown of all the bar-
riers between us. A heart to 
heart pounding. Your pain 
is my pain. It’s mingled and 
shared between us.”

The 38-year-old director 
who lives in Los Angeles is 
a leading Oscar contender 
for “Nomadland,” which is 
in select theaters and strea-
ming on Hulu.

“Now this is why I fell in 
love with making movies 
and telling stories because 
it gives us a chance to lau-
gh and cry together and it 
gives us a chance to learn 
from each other and to have 
more compassion for each 
other,” Zhao said in her 
acceptance remarks. “So 
thank you everyone who 
made it possible to do what 
I love.”

She joins Barbra Strei-
sand, who won in 1984 for 
“Yentl,” as the only women 
to win directing honors at 
the Globes. Until this year, 
just five women had been 
nominated in the category. 

“Sometimes a first feels 
like a long time coming. You 
feel like, it’s about time,” 

Zhao said in virtual backs-
tage comments. “I’m sure 
there’s many others before 
me that deserve the same 
recognition. If this means 
more people like me get to 
live their dreams and do 
what I do, I’m happy.”

Regina King (“One Night 
in Miami...”) and Emerald 
Fennell (“Promising Young 
Woman”) were the other fe-
male director nominees.

Zhao also was nomina-
ted for best motion picture 
screenplay and lost to Aa-
ron Sorkin. McDormand 
received a nod for actress 
in a motion picture drama, 
but lost.

Born in China, Zhao 
made her feature directing 
debut in 2015 with “Songs 
My Brother Taught Me.” She 
broke out in 2017 with “The 
Rider.” Next up for her is 
the big-budget Marvel film 
“Eternals,” set for release 
this fall. AP

NOMADLAND

Chloé Zhao is second 
woman to win best 
director prize at Globes
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Local villagers holding a fish-shaped lantern parade in Wangmantian Village, Shexian County of 
Huangshan City, east China’s Anhui Province. Local villagers have the tradition to make  

fish-shaped lanterns to pray for harvest and good fortune on the Lantern Festival.

Xinhua/Han Xu THE DECISIVE MOMENT


