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RETAILERS ON TAIPA’S RUA 
DO CUNHA SAW A 30% RISE IN 

BUSINESS PERFORMANCE DURING 
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Japan extended its own 
sanctions against North 
Korea for another two 
years as Pyongyang 
continues to develop 
its nuclear weapons 
without any progress in 
resolving the abductions 
of Japanese nationals. 
Japan bans all trade 
between the countries 
and prohibits North 
Korean-registered ships 
from entering its ports, 
except for humanitarian 
purposes. It also bans 
flights between the 
countries.

Indonesia Rescuers 
dug through the debris 
of a landslide yesterday 
in search of as many 
as 21 people believed 
to be buried in one of 
several disasters brought 
on by severe weather. 
More than a dozen 
villages were affected 
by Sunday’s landslide on 
Lembata island, which 
was triggered when 
torrential rains caused 
solidified lava from an 
eruption in November to 
tumble down the slopes 
of the Ili Lewotolok 
volcano. 

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has 
signed a law allowing 
him to potentially hold 
onto power until 2036, 
a move that formalizes 
constitutional changes 
endorsed in a vote 
last year. The July 1 
constitutional vote 
included a provision that 
reset Putin’s previous 
term limits, allowing him 
to run for president two 
more times. The change 
was rubber-stamped by 
the Kremlin-controlled 
legislature.
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Desperately 
looking 
for food 

bank New Macau hosts first authorized 
public protest since pandemic

 P2  P4

Over 291,000 crossed the border 
during holiday while hotel occupancy 

is moderately on the rise  P3
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Parliament to 
discuss third 
round of stimulus 
tomorrow

Out of the nine debate 
motions to be processed on 
Thursday at the Legislative 
Assembly (AL), two are related 
to the third round of stimulus, 
two request the government 
to opt for consumption 
cards and two relate to local 
employment. Four lawmakers 
– Sulu Sou, Ella Lei, Becky Song 
and Agnes Lam – submitted 
a motion to discuss whether 
there should be a third round 
of stimulus and if it should take 
the form of a consumption 
card. The Chief Executive 
will attend a question and 
answer session at the AL next 
Tuesday.

IAM to resume 
tree restoration 
with Guangdong 
Forestry

The Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) recently signed 
an agreement with the 
Guangdong Forestry Science 
Academy on the second 
stage of the tree restoration 
project. Early this year, the IAM 
reviewed the effectiveness of 
the first stage of the project 
and found that 90% of the 
restored trees survived. Some 
of them have grown to three-
meters tall and survived the 
previous typhoon seasons. 
The IAM has pledged to further 
invest in forest restoration, 
while also expanding the city’s 
biodiversity. 

MGTO claims no local resident 
affected by train accident in Taiwan
RENATO MARQUES

NO local residents 
have been injured 

by the train accident that 
occurred in Taiwan late 
last week, the Macao Go-
vernment Tourism Office 
(MGTO) confirmed to the 
Times.

The information con-
tradicts previous news re-
ports by several Taiwanese 
and international media 
sources that said that one 
of the injured people in 

the train crash was a Ma-
cau resident.

“According to the infor-
mation from the Econo-
mic and Cultural Delega-
tion of Macao in Taiwan, 
it was confirmed that no 
Macau resident was affec-
ted by the train accident. 
Until the moment, MGTO 
has received one request 
for information, but no 
request for assistance,” 
the MGTO said in a reply 
to the Times, adding that 
the local tourism autho-

rity continues monitoring 
the situation.

Previous news repor-
ts which aired over the 
weekend citing official 
sources had noted “a 
French citizen was killed 
in the crash, while two Ja-
panese citizens and a citi-
zen of Macau were among 
those injured,” a fact that 
MGTO now denies.

As per the official figu-
res, at least 50 people were 
killed and more than 200 
were injured in the crash 

that occurred last Friday 
near the city of Hualien.

According to the preli-
minary investigations, a 
truck that was parked on 
an embankment  slipped 
down and caused the train 
with 498 passengers on 
board to derail.

Investigators are still 
looking into whether the 
truck slipped and ente-
red the railway due to a 
mechanical failure or hu-
man error on the part of 
the driver. 

Food bank receives over 
1,000 applications in Q1
LYNZY VALLES 

THE Caritas Macau’s food bank 
recorded an 11% increase to 

reach a total of 4,698 applications 
to its food bank last year, amid the 
Covid-19 pandemic outbreak whi-
ch affected families, leading many 
to face unemployment, secretary-
-general Paul Pun said.

This year, a total of 1,075 appli-
cations for food assistance were 
received in the first three months 
of this year, of which 15% were 
new applications. 

“The increase in food assistan-
ce was due to the fact that people 
began to lose their jobs during the 
peak of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
[…] I believe the food bank can 
relieve residents’ life pressure to a 
certain extent,” Pun said.

Although the number of appli-
cations this quarter has decrea-
sed when compared to the same 
period last year, Pun said that the 
number of applicants is still more 
than what was recorded pre-pan-
demic.

Speaking on the issue of stran-
ded non-resident workers in the 
region who are not able to return 
home due to the absence of flights 
to their home countries, Pun no-
ted that on average, over 400 non-
-resident workers seek their help 
every month.

According to its data, Pun said 
that there were over 1,600 non-
-residents who have already sou-
ght help.

“Recently, some unemployed 
migrants will come so we will 
try to find the resources to meet 
their basic needs, as well as for 
newborn babies. Hopefully, so-
meone will give the financial su-
pport for [unemployed] mothers 
to have pre-natal check up,” said 
the official.

The supply process for the food 
bank is similar to government 
procurement processes. Cari-
tas Macau opens different ten-
ders for different types of foods. 
Companies winning the tender 
handle the relevant foodstuff. 
Money for the procurement co-
mes from the government, which 
classifies it as an investment in 

social welfare. However, this mo-
netary support only covers local 
residents.

Non-residents, therefore, are 
not covered by the mainstream 
channel. However, there are other 
means for them to receive help. 
The majority of help provided by 
the food bank to migrant workers 
in need is sponsored or donated 
by the private sector and indivi-
dual residents.

Migrant association groups 
are also continuing to assist their 
fellow compatriots, many of whi-
ch are also sponsored by private 
individuals.

As the Times has previously re-
ported, there was also a local-ba-

sed family running a campaign 
to raise public awareness about 
the suffering faced by stranded 
workers who have been laid off by 
local enterprises, hotels and casi-
nos, and to show them that “socie-
ty does really care about them.” 

Official data shows that the ge-
neral unemployment rate for De-
cember 2020 to February 2021 was 
2.9% and the unemployment 
rate of local residents was 3.9%.

The number of the unem-
ployed increased by 600 from the 
previous period to 11,500. The 
majority of those searching for a 
new job were previously engaged 
in Gaming & Junket Activities and 
in the construction sector. 
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Hotel industry 
expects 20% more 
guests on May 1 
Golden Week

Scoot to operate 
three flights 
to Singapore 

ANTHONY LAM 

ALTHOUGH it has be-
nefitted from a boost 

of holiday mood, the lo-
cal hotel industry did not 
report a massive leap in 
occupancy rate across 
the most recent holiday 
festival. However, it is 
eyeing the seven-day ho-
liday, starting May 1, on 
the mainland for a further 
boost.

This past five-day long 
weekend in Macau, alon-
gside a three-day holiday 
period in mainland China, 
did not lead to a significant 
change in the local hotel 
occupancy rate, according 
to the local hotel industry. 
However, with the major 
May 1 holidays arriving in 
less than a month, the in-
dustry is forecasting a 20% 
rise on the basis of the oc-
cupancy rate in March.

It must be taken into ac-
count that the past three-
-day holidays in mainland 
China were not for Easter. 
The festival has not been 
made a public holiday on 
the Mainland. The holiday 
period was for the Ching 
Ming Festival, a day tra-
ditionally for remembe-

SINGAPOREAN low-
-cost airline Scoot is 

launching three flights to 
Singapore from Macau this 
month, providing another 
option for local residents 
who are looking for flights 
out of Macau.

According to its flight 
schedules for April, the 
airline will operate flights 
from Singapore to Macau 
and Macau to Singapore on 
April 20, 24 and 27.

The flights are schedu-
led to depart the SAR at 
5:55 p.m. and will arrive 
Singapore at 9:55 p.m.

A one-way ticket from 
Macau to the destination 
costs some HKD968.

Singapore has lifted bor-
der restrictions with Aus-
tralia, Brunei, mainland 
China, New Zealand and 
Taiwan. According to the 
Changi Aiport Group, pas-
sengers from these places 

ring deceased relatives. 
As such, it has not been a 
popular holiday for leisure 
travel.

Pre-Covid time, when 
there were no border res-
trictions, many local ho-
tels relied on tourists from 
Hong Kong to support 
revenues over the Easter 
weekend. The industry 
admitted that this year the 
boost was a little weak be-
cause there were almost 
no tourists from Hong 
Kong.

The industry cited a 
mild relapse in the Yunnan 
Province as the grounds 
for further observation. If 
the relapse is successfully 
contained within a small 
region and does not affect 
other parts of the country, 
the May 1 holiday period 
should bring good news to 
Macau.

Some business perso-
nages reminded the gover-
nment to make good use 
of the collaborations with 
the two Mainland IT gian-
ts – Alibaba and Tencent 
– in the upgrade to smart 
city and smart travel. They 
see it as an advantageous 
move to improve local 
tourism performances.

can proceed on their own 
to the Departure Transit 
Area to wait for their next 
flight.

Scoot, meanwhile, said 
in a statement that the air-
line “continues to resume 
services and restore its ne-
twork in the coming mon-
ths in a safe and calibrated 
manner.”

“This is partly driven by 
moves to ease restrictions 
on both transit and inbou-
nd passengers in a safe and 
gradual manner, helping 
to support an increase in 
travel demand. […] Capa-
city increases are also un-
derpinned by continued 
strong demand for air car-
go around the world, with 
freight space remaining 
constrained compared to 
pre-Covid-19 levels,” the 
airline, which is a subsi-
diary of Singapore Airlines, 
stated. LV

TOURISM

291,000 cross-border 
travelers over Easter, 
Ching Ming holidays

Shops on Rua do Cunha see 30% 
more business during holiday period
SOME retailers on Tai-

pa’s main district, Rua 
do Cunha, saw a 30% rise 
in business performan-
ce during the past long 
weekend, but restaurateu-
rs reported otherwise, bla-
ming the weather.

The past five days saw 
the coincidence of Easter 
and the Ching Ming Festi-
val. According to the cur-
rent Labour Relations Law, 
compensational holidays 
must be given should a 
mandatory holiday over-
lap with a regular holiday.

Although the long holi-
day led a number of local 
residents to travel in main-
land China, many opted to 
stay in the city. For exam-
ple, a long queue was seen 
at the supermarket in a de-
partment store in Central 

LYNZY VALLES 

THE number of cross- 
border travelers during 

the Easter holiday and 
the Ching Ming Festival 
amounted to over 291,000 
as of 9 p.m. yesterday, ac-
cording to the Public Se-
curity Police Force. The 
figures show the number 
of cross border movemen-
ts since the Easter holiday 
which kicked off on Friday, 

District on Monday late 
afternoon.

Local Chinese news-
paper Macao Daily News 
reported that crowds were 
seen on Rua do Cunha 
around noontime on Mon-
day. Queues were reported 
in front of snack shops and 

April 2.
The Ching Ming Festival 

was held on April 4.
Macau residents 

amounted to 141,000 of 
the total number recorded.

Yesterday, there were a 
total of 33,000 cross-border 
travelers, 16,000 of which 
were inbound tourists.

Recently, the Macao 
Government Tourism Of-
fice (MGTO) launched 
a new promotion to en-

Chinese bakeries, too.
A shopkeeper of a Chi-

nese bakery, surnamed 
Kou, told the Chinese me-
dia that she had seen a 
significant increase in the 
number of tourists during 
the long weekend. She dis-
closed that the shop took 

courage mainland tou-
rists from non-Guang-
dong cities to visit Macau 
using the high-speed rail 
network. MGTO director 
Maria Helena de Senna 
Fernandes announced the 
promotion in Hangzhou 
to trade representatives at 
a seminar focused on tou-
rism in Macau, which was 
part of the “Macao Week in 
Hangzhou” roadshow held 
on March 26 to 29.

30% more revenue com-
pared with regular days.

Despite the fact, Kou 
said tourists were more 
prudent in their purcha-
ses. She added that the 
company hopes the per-
formance this year can 
resume to three-quarters 
of pre-Covid time.

In addition, a restau-
rant staff member surna-
med Chan said that the 
fluctuating weather con-
ditions had hindered the 
public’s willingness to go 
out. For example, the first 
day of the holidays was 
sunny, so the restaurant 
saw 30% more business.

She added that most 
people tend to enjoy sna-
cks, such as beef offal 
and ice cream during the 
day. AL

The mainland cities 
along the high-speed rail 
line within the GBA have 
been identified as regio-
nal priorities for MGTO 
this year.

In February, tourist ar-
rivals in the city dropped 
to 427,122, registering a 
decline of 23.3% mon-
th-to-month. The figure, 
however, represented an 
uplift of 173.1% year-on-
-year, which was from 
when the Covid-19 pan-
demic began to spread to 
the city in February last 
year.

Data for March has yet 
to be published.

NAT TESTING QUOTA 
INCREASED

The Health Bureau has 
increased nucleic acid 
tests (NAT) appointmen-
ts to 37,000 slots due to 
demand during the Eas-
ter holiday and the Ching 
Ming Festival on April 5.

According to the state-
ment, the demand for such 
appointments has increa-
sed from between 10,000 
and 13,000 appoint-
ments a day to between 
26,000 and 28,000 per day. 
“In order to respond to 
this demand and meet the 
needs of residents who 
cross the border daily or 
are going to travel, the 
SSM evaluated with the 
different institutions the 
possibility of increasing 
the number of tests by an 
additional 10,000 vacan-
cies per day,” SSM said in 
a statement.
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Indonesian consulate 
service warns about 
deceptive flight 
advertising

Local team triumphs in mainland 
canoe marathon open

THE Indonesian consula-
te service in Macau (KJRI 

Macau) issued a statement 
yesterday afternoon on its 
social media platforms in 
response to rumors over the 
opening of a direct flight rou-
te linking the Indonesian ca-
pital city, Jakarta, and Macau.

In the statement, the KJRI 
Macau notes that the Consu-
late is not aware of the esta-
blishment of any flight route 
between Jakarta and Macau 
during April and May this 
year. It also alerted people to 
the likelihood of the announ-
cement being false, warning 
Indonesian citizens to exer-
cise caution to not be caught 
up in any scam.

An online advertisement 
published on Indonesian 
migrant workers’ Facebook 

groups is from an alleged tra-
vel agency calling for reser-
vations for a series of flights 
that will take place during 
this month and May.

The post states that three 
flights were planned for April 
and another eight for May 
this year.

The establishment of such 
flights was never acknowled-
ged by any airliner or the Civil 
Aviation Authority of Macau.

Starting last year, due to 
the Covid-19 pandemic, the 
delegation of the KJRI in 
Macau has been organizing, 
together with KJRI in Hong 
Kong, a channel for the repa-
triation of several Indonesian 
citizens stranded in Macau 
through a special channel to 
the Hong Kong International 
Airport. RM

VETERAN canoe 
athlete Racy Leong 

from local team Baía do 
Mar Canoeing Club has 
won the Women’s Ca-
noe Marathon (Senior 
Section) in the Chinese 
Canoe and Stand-up Pa-
ddle-board Marathon 
Open 2021 – Wuxuan Sta-
tion, beating contestants 
from across mainland 
China.

The race attracted 110 
participants, represen-
ting about 20 teams, from 
across the country.

A founding member 
of the three-decade-old 
club, Leong represen-
ted the club and raced 
for more than four hours 
against the mountainous 
backdrop of the Wuxuan 
County. According to the 
club, she managed to 
maintain an advantage 

in the final 10 km before 
crossing the finish line 
and winning the race.

Two other members of 
the club, Sam Siu Heng 
and Sin Kit Sang, com-
peted in the Men’s Ca-
noe Marathon (Senior 
Section) and secured the 

second and third posi-
tions. Sam only lost with 
a 20-second difference 
to Zhang Xiuchong from 
Wenzhou following a ti-
ght race with alternate 
leads.

In the Junior Section of 
the same race, two youn-

ger athletes from the club, 
Kuok Ka Chun and Ip Chi 
In, finished sixth and ten-
th. The club described 
their results as satisfac-
tory since it saw the race 
as a chance for them to 
gain experience in major 
events. AL

Five times more 
job matching 
registration 
Y-o-Y: FAOM

The Macao Federation of Trade 
Unions (FAOM) has received 
in the first two months of 
the year more than 260 job 
matching registrations, which 
is five times more than the 
same period last year. Most 
of the 1,500 or so registrants 
across all of last year, were 
within the age group of 31 
to 45 years. The top three 
most popular jobs to which 
applicants were matched were 
drivers, office workers and 
service workers. The FAOM 
added that some registrants 
were reluctant to change 
careers because they had 
misunderstood the proposed 
positions.

Lawmaker doubts 
gov’t advisor 
appointment

Sulu Sou believes that the 
government’s reply to his 
inquiry which mentioned 
capping the number of 
office consultants, did not 
sound convincing enough. 
Sou previously asked the 
government about the 
transparency of appointing 
office consultants for 
secretariats of senior officials. 
He also expressed worry 
that the system may cause 
redundancies, nepotism 
or pork barreling. The 
government stressed that 
current consultants all hold 
university degrees and have 
extensive work experience in 
the relevant fields.

New Macau hosts first 
authorized public protest 
since pandemic onset
RENATO MARQUES

LAST Saturday, the New Macau 
Association (ANM) held the 

first public protest green-lighted 
by local authorities since the Co-
vid-19 pandemic started.

The protest, held at the door 
of local public broadcaster Tele-
difusão de Macau (TDM), aimed 
to express support for press free-
dom in Macau, while criticizing 
recently issued editorial guideli-
nes that, according to the group, 
interfere with journalists’ edito-
rial independence.

According to the Public Se-
curity Police Force (PSP), the pro-
test took place at Rua de Francis-
co Xavier Pereira and lasted for 
about 90 minutes.

In a statement, the PSP also 
noted that the gathering had 
about 20 participants “who pa-
raded peacefully and were able 
to express their opinions, having 
delivered a petition letter to the 
TDM representatives.”

The police said they deployed 
12 police officers to maintain pu-
blic order, adding, “the meeting 
was held in an orderly manner, 
and the process went smoothly 
with the participants leaving the 
place gradually and in a peaceful 
manner.”

In a different statement, the 
TDM also acknowledged the 
protest, stating, “TDM respects 
the exercise of legitimate rights, 

but reiterates that [the company] 
provides a public service of tele-
vision and radio broadcasting, 
as a media organization of the 
Macau Special Administrative 
Region, [and in such quality] as-
sumes its social responsibility, 
with the implementation of press 
freedom enshrined in the Macau 
SAR Basic Law.”

In the protest, several mem-
bers of the ANM, including 
lawmaker Sulu Sou, held banners 
calling for the “Non-censorship 
of news in TDM,” for the “Safe-
guard of press freedom” and to 
“Face the government [in the im-
plementation of rules that violate 
press freedom].”

In a statement, the organizers 
also noted the important role of 
the press in inspecting the ac-
tions of the government as well 
as in disclosing relevant infor-
mation to alert the population to 
social issues.

The ANM drew particular at-
tention to the cases that occur-
red in the last few years where 
they believe the freedom of press 
was suppressed, such as in the 
political reform consultation in 
2012, after Typhoon Hato in 2017, 
during the event of Macau SAR 
establishment day in 2019, and 
the many cases where reporters 
from Hong Kong were banned  to 
enter Macau over the years.

For the association, “as a publi-
cly-funded organization wholly 
owned by the government, TDM 
should strictly ensure that its re-
porters are not restricted to re-
port the truth, different opinions, 
and comments. It shows that the 
government respects press free-
dom, accepts the supervision of 
the media and the public, and 
does not conceal mistakes.”

Previous notices for public ga-
therings expressing views on se-
veral matters were deauthorized 
by the authorities in 2020 and 
the first quarter of 2021, claiming 
contagion risks and non-com-
pliance with the Covid-19 pre-
vention and control measures.
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Waterfront 
‘promenade’ to 
open in Q2
THE completion and 

opening to the pu-
blic of the waterfront 
“promenade” project 
is now due to happen 
during the second quar-
ter (Q2) of this year, the 
Municipal Affairs Bureau 
(IAM) revealed in a re-
ply to a written inquiry 
from lawmaker Wong Kit 
Cheng.

According to the reply, 
the facility’s completion 
was previously due at the 
end of 2020, but was de-
layed due to constraints 
imposed by the Covid-19 
pandemic, as the Times 
previously reported.

In the reply to Wong, 
the IAM stated, “to res-
pond to society’s aspi-

rations regarding the 
addition of leisure spa-
ces in different areas, 
the bureau developed, 
last year, the first phase 
of the work on the Sou-
th Shore Corridor of the 
Peninsula of Macau and 
the construction of the 
Kun lam Statue Margi-
nal Leisure Area, where 
the children’s play area, 
trails, esplanades, mul-
tipurpose sports field, 
physical maintenance, 
recreation area, and ga-
teball field, among other 
spaces for recreation and 
leisure, are installed. The 
spaces are expected to be 
completed in the second 
quarter of this year and 
open to the public.” RM

BioNTech jab administration 
back to normal
LYNZY VALLES

H
EALTH autho-
rities have re-
sumed admi-
nistering the 

BioNTech Covid shots on 
Monday following investi-
gations that concluded the 
recent emergence of defec-
tive vials did not pose a sa-
fety risk. This put an end to 
a 12-day halt in the use of 
this vaccine type.

Previously, Alvis Lo, the 
new director of the SSM, 
said the new batch of 
20,000 doses will allow “on-
going vaccination of those 
that have already taken the 
first dose of the vaccine. It 
will also allow those that 
have previously booked to 
take it to initiate and com-
plete the process across 
two doses.”

However, since the res-
tart of the BioNTech vac-
cine administration, a te-
chnical issue occurred in 
the afternoon which affec-
ted the issuance of the cer-
tificate after the first vac-

cination and the issuance 
of the vaccination record 
after the completion of the 
two doses of vaccine. 

The authorities explai-
ned that the computer 
problem was, however, 
overcome, and was due to 
a new format in the num-
bering of the new batch. 

Residents who were unable 
to obtain a vaccination cer-
tificate or registration af-
ter being vaccinated at the 
Conde São Januário Hospi-
tal or at health centers will 
soon be contacted by SSM 
staff, the bureau clarified.

Latest figures show that 
as of yesterday, 105,779 

vaccinations have been 
performed, while 57,251 
inoculations have been 
concluded with a second 
dose. 

Authorities continue to 
call on the public to sign 
up for the vaccine in order 
to help in creating herd im-
munity in the city.

Both SARs immediate-
ly suspended BioNTech 
vaccination on March 24 
following an online mee-
ting with Fosun Pharma, as 
a precautionary step, due 
to ‘packaging defects.’

The new batch con-
taining 20,000 doses of the 
vaccine will not carry any 
added cost for the govern-
ment as it will be supplied 
by the manufacturer wi-
thout any extra charge.

Hong Kong also restar-
ted BioNTech vaccination 
on Monday.

About 1.3 million doses 
have been delivered to the 
financial hub, and arou-
nd 150,000 people had re-
ceived BioNTech shots in 
Hong Kong prior to the halt.
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Diplomacy 
consolidates role 
as stabilizer

In less than a week, foreign ministers 
from Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, 
the Philippines and the Republic of Ko-
rea touched down in Beijing and held 
talks with State Councilor and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi on issues of mutual 
concern.

Earlier last month, Wang visited six Mi-
ddle East countries following his mee-
ting with visiting Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov on March 22 and 23 in 
Beijing. And Defense Minister Wei Fen-
ghe concluded visits to four European 
countries on Wednesday.

Such intensive diplomacy has been 
widely perceived by the outside world 
as being diplomatic efforts to break the 
US’ encirclement of China.

While Beijing will not be daunted by 
Washington’s efforts to enlist support 
from its allies in its encirclement game, 
the truth is that more and more coun-
tries in Asia and other parts of the world 
have demonstrated a growing unwilling-
ness to line up with the US in opposing 
China.

Despite the maritime disputes be-
tween China and a few members of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, 
Southeast Asian countries increasingly 
look upon China as a reliable and trus-
tworthy partner for regional stability 
and cooperation.

The need to jointly fight the COVID-19 
pandemic and cope with its aftermath 
has drawn China and the ASEAN coun-
tries even closer together. The unselfish 
support China has extended to countries 
in the region amid the pandemic and its 
consistent backing of regional economic 
integration have further consolidated its 
role as a stabilizer and promoter of re-
gional peace and development.

As close neighbors, China and Sou-
theast Asian countries, together with the 
Republic of Korea, have everything to 
gain from jointly fighting the pandemic, 
boosting economic recovery and advan-
cing the Belt and Road Initiative. They 
should stand together to overcome the 
difficulties, rather than allowing them-
selves to be divided by the United States.

China and the ROK, together with the 
10 ASEAN members and three other 
countries in the region, signed the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership agreement last year, with 
the aim of creating the world’s largest 
free trade zone. Under the agreement, 
economic ties and common interests 
among the participating countries will 
be deepened and expanded.

As to China’s overall relations with 
the ROK, they have witnessed a strong 
growth momentum in various fields in-
cluding economic cooperation and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges in recent years. 
The two sides also share a common goal 
in denuclearization of the Korean Penin-
sula as well as building peace and stabi-
lity on the peninsula.

As such, the recent diplomatic efforts 
highlight China’s concept of building 
a community with a shared future for 
humankind. Win-win cooperation and 
multilateralism, not confrontation and 
divisiveness, are crucial for the world 
to emerge from the shadow of the pan-
demic and rise to the other formidable 
challenges ahead.

 EATING OUR LUNCH

Biden points to China 
in development push
ELLEN KNICKMEYER & LISA 
MASCARO, WASHINGTON

PUSHING for trillions of 
dollars in development 

spending, President Joe Biden 
and Democratic lawmakers 
are directing Americans’ eyes 
to the rear-view mirror, poin-
ting to a booming, ambitious 
China they say is threatening 
to quickly overtake the United 
States in global clout and ca-
pacity. 

It’s a national security pitch 
for a domestic spending pro-
gram: that the $2 trillion pro-
posal for investments in U.S. 
transport and energy, manu-
facturing, internet and other 
sectors will make the United 
States more competitive in the 
face of Chinese President Xi 
Jinping’s massive infrastructu-
re-building campaign. 

The argument is that com-
petition today with China is 
more about economic and 
technological gains than arms 
— and its outcome will im-
pact the United States’ finan-
cial growth and influence, its 
ability to defend U.S. security 
alliances and interests abroad, 
and the daily lives of Ameri-
cans.

China under Xi has “an ove-
rall goal to become the leading 
country in the world, the weal-
thiest country in the world, 
and the most powerful coun-
try in the world,” Biden said 
before launching his proposal 
last week. “That’s not going to 
happen on my watch because 
the United States are going to 
continue to grow and expand.”

That pitch hasn’t won over 
Republicans. They say his pro-

posal has been loaded down 
with unnecessary spending 
projects and that raising taxes 
will ultimately hurt the U.S. 
economy.

Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell said Repu-
blicans could support a “much 
more modest” approach, one 
that doesn’t rely on corporate 
tax hikes to pay for it. Biden’s 
plan is “something we’re not 
going to do,” McConnell said 
yesterday.

To varying degrees, addres-
sing infrastructure has bipar-
tisan support. Americans are 
experiencing outages, delays 
and irritations on transport 
and power systems desig-
ned in the 1960s and earlier. 
Meanwhile, China’s latest 
five-year plan calls for hun-
dreds more airports, coal-fired 
power plants and other stan-
dard infrastructure projects. Xi 
also is calling for his country’s 
focus on “new infrastructure,” 
including investment in 5G 
networks and other digital in-
frastructure. 

“Time and momentum are 
on our side,” Xi told a meeting 
of the Communist Party last 
year.

China spends more on in-
frastructure projects in other 
countries than the United Sta-
tes spends at home, said Jona-
than Hillman, a China expert 
at the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies. That 
and China’s long-running eco-
nomic boom, fueled in part 
by its domestic infrastructure 
spending, are helping China 
become more influential in-
ternationally, and may give it 
more confidence as it makes 

claims over Taiwan and other 
contested territory or advan-
ces its interests, some argue.

Using urgent warnings of 
a rival’s advances to press for 
more infrastructure and re-
search spending is a Cold War-
-tested technique. Past Ameri-
can presidents pointed to the 
Soviet Union while building 
up the U.S. highway system, 
space program and arms sto-
ckpiles.

And in the case of infras-
tructure, Biden’s repeated 
warnings that China and other 
countries are “eating our lun-
ch” are borne out by many 
crucial metrics, and by the ob-
servations of almost anyone 
who’s traveled abroad much.

“Almost every day” in the 
U.S., service providers so-
mewhere announce “the 
power is out, the wi-fi is out,” 
said Min Ye, a researcher at 
Boston University whose work 
focuses on China and the in-
tersection of economics and 
security. 

Pointing to her two deca-
des living in the Boston area, 
Ye says she has seen no really 
big upgrades to tired local 
road networks, no bus route 
upgrades that would help her 
get into the city more easily, no 
rail upkeep that would make a 
train trip to New York to see 
friends more enticing. 

While Ye was glad to see 
Boston Logan International 
Airport launch projects to spi-
ff up its interior and parking, 
it’s been more than a quar-
ter-century since the United 
States last built a new major 
airport, in Denver. Academic 
studies and economists claim 

the lost hours of delays in the 
air and on roads and rails cost 
billions of dollars in lost pro-
ductivity. 

And the federal govern-
ment estimates 18 million 
Americans lack internet. What 
internet there is is expensive, 
compared to that of other big 
economies. It all led to scenes 
of U.S. workers and school-
children sitting in fast-food 
parking lots to do their work 
online this year as the pan-
demic shut down offices and 
schools.

Research done for the 
Group of 20 rich and develo-
ping nations estimates China’s 
infrastructure spending as a 
percentage of domestic pro-
duction on track to be more 
than three times that of the 
United States.

In Congress, Senate Majori-
ty Leader Chuck Schumer is 
pushing legislation intended 
to pour technology research 
and development funding 
into the National Science 
Foundation and Commerce 
Department, to build U.S. se-
miconductor production, and 
to strengthen domestic tech-
nology supply chains.

Schumer’s aim, he says: 
“Bolster American compe-
titiveness and counter the 
growing economic threats we 
face across the globe, espe-
cially from the Chinese Com-
munist Party.”

Ordinary Americans could 
start to feel the impact of Chi-
na’s investment in infrastruc-
ture and other support for the 
digital economy vs. the United 
States in ways big and small, 
said Hillman, the CSIS resear-
cher. There could be minor an-
noyances, like one day finding 
it tough to track down a USB 
cable with the right metal bit 
that fits their laptop, because 
design standards could start 
following those of China’s boo-
ming market, not the United 
States’, Hillman said. MDT/AP
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China cautions Japan as it speaks 
up before Biden, Suga meet

STRAIT TENSIONS

PLA navy holds aircraft carrier drills in waters near Taiwan
CHINA is holding na-

val drills involving an 
aircraft carrier battlegroup 
near Taiwan it says are ai-
med at safeguarding Chine-
se sovereignty, an apparent 
reference to Beijing’s claim 
to the self-governed island.

The navy said the exer-
cises involving the Liao-
ning, one of its two aircraft 
carriers, are routine and 
assigned under an annual 
schedule. China has been 
steadily increasing its threat 
to take control of the island 
militarily with exercises and 
incursions into the island’s 
air defense identification 
zone by Chinese warplanes. 

In a statement late yes-
terday, the navy did not say 
when the exercises began 
or how long they would last, 

but said more such drills 
will be held in the future.

It said the exercises aim 
to “assist in improving the 
ability to safeguard national 
sovereignty, security and 
development interests,” 
terms often interpreted as 

being directed at Taiwan’s 
democratically elected go-
vernment, which has re-
fused to give in to Beijing’s 
demands that it recognize 
the island as part of Chine-
se territory. 

China operates two 

aircraft carriers, of which 
the Liaoning, originally 
purchased as a hulk from 
Ukraine, is the first, having 
been operating in a combat 
role since at least 2019.

U.S. military officials and 
observers have recently 
warned of increased Chi-
nese threats toward Taiwan, 
which split from the main-
land during a civil war in 
1949. The U.S. has recently 
agreed to sell upgraded 
warplanes, missiles and 
other defensive hardware 
to Taiwan and the island is 
also revitalizing its own de-
fense industries, particular-
ly by starting a submarine 
development program. 

In a move certain to an-
ger Beijing, the U.S. Navy 
said the carrier Theodo-

re Roosevelt and its strike 
group had re-entered the 
South China Sea on Satur-
day to “conduct routine 
operations.” It is the se-
cond time the strike group 
has entered the waterway 
this year as part of its 2021 
deployment to the U.S. 7th 
Fleet area of operations.

While in the area, the 
strike group will “conduct 
fixed and rotary-wing flight 
operations, maritime strike 
exercises, anti-submarine 
operations, coordinated 
tactical training, and more,” 
the 7th Fleet said in a state-
ment. 

China claims virtually all 
of the South China Sea and 
routinely objects to the pre-
sence of foreign militaries 
in the area, especially the 

U.S. Navy. The U.S. Navy 
says it has a right to operate 
in international waters, em-
phasizing the point by sen-
ding destroyers to sail close 
by Chinese-held features 
in the area in what it calls 
freedom of navigation ope-
rations. Beijing considers 
them highly provocative. 

The U.S. presence in the 
area also underscores its 
strong alliances and other 
partnerships with countries 
from Japan to Australia. 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga on Sunday 
said Japan will cooperate 
with the United States to 
calm rising tensions be-
tween China and Taiwan, 
saying Taiwan’s peace and 
stability are key to the re-
gion. MDT/AP

KEN MORITSUGU 
& MARI YAMAGUCHI, BEIJING

C
HINA’S foreign minister 
cautioned Japan against 
teaming up with the U.S. 
to counter Beijing, as 

Japan speaks up more on human 
rights in China’s Xinjiang region 
ahead of a U.S.-Japan summit 
next week.

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi told his Japanese counterpart 
in a phone call yesterday evening 
that their two countries should 
ensure that their relations “do not 
get involved in the so-called con-
frontation between major coun-
tries,” a Chinese Foreign Ministry 
statement said.

It quoted Wang as saying that 
“China hopes that Japan, as an 
independent country, will look at 
China’s development in an objec-
tive and rational way, instead of 
being misled by some countries 
holding biased view against Chi-
na.”

Japan, a close U.S. ally that hos-
ts major American naval and air 
force bases, shares U.S. concerns 
about China’s military buildup 
and claims to territory in the Sou-
th and East China Seas. However, 
its major trade and investment 
interests in China have at times 
reined in its criticism of its larger 
neighbor.

Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga is to travel to 
Washington to meet President Joe 
Biden on April 16 in what will be 
the U.S. leader’s first in-person 

summit since taking office in Ja-
nuary.

Biden, in contrast to his prede-
cessor Donald Trump, has stres-
sed rebuilding ties with European 
and Asian allies as the U.S. prepa-
res for competition with a rising 
China.

Japanese Foreign Minister 

Toshimitsu Motegi raised human 
rights in China’s Xinjiang region 
and Hong Kong, both important 
issues for Biden. He also reitera-
ted Japan’s protest against Chi-
na’s presence in waters around a 
group of uninhabited, Japan-con-
trolled islands that China claims 
in the East China Sea.

Motegi told reporters yesterday 
that he expressed “grave concern 
and strongly requested China to 
take concrete actions” for impro-
vement on those issues, including 
the human rights situation in the 
Xinjiang region. 

Some members of a foreign 
policy team within Suga’s conser-

vative ruling party have called for 
his government to take a tougher 
stance against China over the 
Xinjiang situation. They say Ja-
pan should adopt a law to impose 
sanctions against a foreign coun-
try over human rights violations. 

The United States, Canada, 
Britain and the European Union 
have adopted such a law, and they 
say Japan is the only Group of Se-
ven country without it. 

Japan has taken a softer 
approach by maintaining dialo-
gue rather than imposing unila-
teral sanctions. But Chief Cabinet 
Secretary Katsunobu Kato yester-
day said Japan is open to the pos-
sibility of having such a law. 

“It is necessary to analyze and 
consider whether Japan should 
adopt a system that would unila-
terally determine human rights 
violations and impose sanctions, 
taking into consideration various 
views including our ongoing hu-
man rights and foreign policies 
and trends in the international 
community, he said.

Kato said it is important for 
each country to do what it can 
to improve human rights condi-
tions. “Japan will continue to coo-
perate with the United States and 
other related countries,” he said.

Wang opposed Japanese inter-
ference in China’s internal affairs 
in Xinjiang and Hong Kong, the 
Chinese statement said.

Taiwan is another potential 
flashpoint, with Suga saying ear-
lier this week that Japan would 
cooperate with the U.S. on the is-
sue. China regards the self-gover-
ning island as a renegade provin-
ce that should be under Chinese 
rule. 

China, in a signal to the U.S. 
and its allies, recently sent an 
aircraft carrier group to waters 
near Taiwan for training exerci-
ses. MDT/AP

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (left) and his Japanese counterpart Toshimitsu Motegi bump elbows as they meet amid the 
coronavirus outbreak, in Tokyo, last November
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The World Trade Organisation (WTO) has ruled in 
favour of the United States in its long-running trade 
dispute with Europe over bananas.

The WTO says the European Union (EU) has broken 
international rules on trade but Brussels says it may 
appeal.

The banana row centres on the preferential treat-
ment allegedly given by the EU to banana producers 
from former African, Caribbean and Pacific colonies 
at the expense of Latin American growers and their 
US backers.

The WTO was asked last month to rule on whether 
the EU had done enough to amend its import regime 
and whether retaliatory American sanctions were 
legitimate.

Washington had sought $520m (£330m) in retalia-
tory sanctions as compensation for lost business in 
Europe

However, the WTO awarded only $191m (£120m).
America’s top negotiator on agriculture matters, 

Peter Scher, said the list of European goods targe-
ted for sanctions last month would now be revised 
as a result of the reduced compensation.

Items on the list include Scottish cashmere swea-
ters, Italian cheese, French handbags and German 
coffee makers.

Products selected for sanctions will be subject to 
import taxes of up to 100% - doubling their price to 
American shoppers.

Senior EU officials have meanwhile confirmed that 
the union will comply with the ruling, but said they 
would reserve the right to appeal against it.

They insist that the WTO panel has approved the 
principle of its policy, which is to protect African and 
Caribbean banana producers.

An EU spokesman said: “There is no ruling here 
that says under WTO rules it is illegal to offer pro-
tection to those (Caribbean) producers.”

Courtesy BBC News

1999: US claimS
   ‘banana war’ victory

In context

The EU adopted a new banana import system under which 
import rights would be granted as ships arrived at port, in a 
“first come, first served” system.
But the US argued this would still favour imports from for-
mer colonies and threatened to step up its sanctions by 
rotating import tariffs over a wider range of goods.
In April 2001 the long-running dispute was finally settled.
The new agreement involved a complicated system of 
licences and quotas which gave Central American produc-
ers greater access to European markets.
The banana war was the most serious disagreement over 
trade between the EU and the US in recent years, although 
other industries including beef and steel were also at the 
centre of disputes.

this day in historyUK 

London to ease lockdown next 
week, will test vaccine passports
JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

B
RITAIN’S slow but 
steady march out 
of a three-month 
lockdown remains 

on track even as coronavi-
rus cases surge elsewhere 
in Europe, Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson announced 
yesterday [Macau time], 
as he confirmed that bu-
sinesses from barbers to 
bookstores will be allowed 
to reopen next week.

Johnson said it’s too 
soon to decide, however, 
whether U.K. residents will 
be able to have summer 
trips abroad. He confir-
med that the government 
will test out a contentious 
“vaccine passport” system 
— a way for people to offer 
proof they have protection 
from Covid-19 — as a tool 
to help travel and large 
events return safely.

Four weeks after En-
gland took its first step out 
of lockdown by reopening 
schools, Johnson said Bri-
tain’s vaccination program 
was proceeding well and 
infections were falling. He 
said the next step would 
come as planned on April 
12, with the reopening of 
hairdressers, beauty sa-
lons, gyms, nonessential 
shops and bar and restau-
rant patios. 

“We set out our road 
map and we’re sticking to 
it,” Johnson said during a 
news conference.

But, he added, “We can’t 
be complacent. We can see 
the waves of sickness afflic-
ting other countries, and 
we’ve seen how this story 
goes.”

A ban on overnight 
stays away from home in 
England will also be lifted 
April 12, and outdoor ve-
nues such as zoos and dri-
ve-in cinemas can operate 
again.

Scotland, Wales and 
Northern Ireland are 
following similar but sli-
ghtly different paths out of 
lockdown.

Britain has recorded al-
most 127,000 coronavirus 
deaths, the highest toll in 
Europe. But infections and 
deaths both have fallen 
sharply during the cur-
rent lockdown and since 
the start of a vaccination 
campaign that has given a 

first dose to more than 31 
million people, or six in 10 
adults.

The government aims to 
give all adults at least one 
shot of vaccine by July, and 
hopes that a combination 
of vaccination and mass 
testing will allow indoor 
socializing and large-scale 
events to return.

It says all adults and 
children in England will be 
encouraged to have routi-
ne coronavirus tests twice 
a week as a way to stamp 
out new outbreaks. The go-
vernment said free lateral 
flow tests will be available 
free starting Friday by mail, 
from pharmacies and in 
workplaces. 

Lateral flow tests give 
results in minutes but are 
less accurate than the PCR 
swab tests used to officially 
confirm cases of Covid-19. 
But the government in-
sists they are reliable and 
will help find people who 
contract the virus but don’t 
have symptoms.

Britons are currently 
banned by law from going 
on holiday abroad under 
the extraordinary powers 
Parliament has given the 
government to fight the 
pandemic. The govern-
ment said Monday it won’t 
lift the travel ban before 
May 17 — and maybe later.

“The government hopes 
people will be able to tra-
vel to and from the U.K. to 
take a summer holiday this 

year, but it is still too soon 
to know what is possible,” 
it said in an official update.

Once travel resumes, 
Britain will rank countries 
on a traffic-light system 
as green, yellow or red ba-
sed on their level of vac-
cinations, infections and 
worrying new virus varian-
ts. People arriving from 
“green” countries will have 
to be tested but won’t face 
quarantine.

The government also is 
testing a system of “Covid-
-status certification” — of-
ten dubbed “vaccine pass-
ports” — that would allow 
people seeking to travel or 
attend events to show they 
either have received a co-
ronavirus vaccine, tested 
negative for the virus, or 
recently had Covid-19 and 
therefore have some im-
munity. 

A series of events will 
start this month, including 
soccer matches, comedy 
shows and marathon races. 
The government said the 
first events will rely only on 
testing, “but in later pilots 
vaccination and acquired 
immunity are expected to 
be alternative ways to de-
monstrate status.”

The issue of vaccine 
passports has been hotly 
debated around the wor-
ld, raising questions about 
how much governments, 
employers and venues have 
a right to know about a per-
son’s virus status. The idea 

is opposed by a wide swath 
of British lawmakers, from 
left-of-center opposition 
politicians to members 
of Johnson’s Conservative 
Party, and the policy could 
face stiff opposition when 
it is put before Parliament 
later this month.

Conservative legislator 
Graham Brady said vac-
cine passports would be 
“intrusive, costly and un-
necessary.” The leader of 
the opposition Labour Par-
ty, Keir Starmer, called the 
idea “un-British.”

The government said 
vaccine passports were 
all but unavoidable, since 
many countries were cer-
tain to demand proof of 
Covid-19 status for entry. 
And it said barring British 
businesses from asking 
customers for similar proof 
would be “an unjustified 
intrusion on how busines-
ses choose to make their 
premises safe.”

The government said, 
however, that vaccine pass-
ports would never be nee-
ded to access “essential pu-
blic services, public trans-
port and essential shops.” 

Johnson acknowledged 
that vaccine passports rai-
sed “complicated ethical 
and practical issues” and 
stressed their introduction 
wasn’t imminent. 

“We’re some way off fi-
nalizing any plans for Covi-
d-certification in the U.K.,” 
he said. MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Quickly, quickly; 5- Composed; 9- Jutting rock; 13- Prepare for takeoff; 

14- Sporting blades; 16- Like the White Rabbit; 17- Apply powder to oneself; 
18- Stadium used for sports or musical events; 19- Scraps; 20- Assist, often in a 
criminal act; 21- Sun. talk; 22- Take offense at; 24- Employs; 26- Teen spots?; 27- 
Pub game; 29- Receive an academic degree; 33- Taken in; 34- Cong. meeting; 35- 
Equal; 36- Compete; 37- Billiards shot; 38- Hit sign; 39- Son of Isaac and Rebekah; 
41- Song in praise of God; 42- Smells; 44- Harmony of sounds; 46- Fancy pancake; 
47- Bank takeback; 48- Sod; 49- Economize; 52- ___-relief; 53- Hoist; 57- Dutch 
name of The Hague; 58- Exodus origin; 60- Together, musically; 61- Foot part; 62- 
Rate; 63- Small gull; 64- Run into; 65- Division of a school year; 66- Bridge seat;
 
DOWN: 1- Kofi ___ Annan; 2- Swedish auto; 3- Car bar; 4- Visible image; 5- 
Stops; 6- ___-ski; 7- Lewd look; 8- Game pieces; 9- Photo of a raindrop on a 
rose petal, e.g.; 10- Hard to find; 11- Env. 
notation; 12- Adventurous exploit; 15- 
Bitter derision; 23- Stop; 25- RR stop; 
26- Burning desire?; 27- Noted duck; 
28- Starters; 29- Infected; 30- Man 
of morals; 31- ___ Haute; 32- Cupid’s 
counterpart; 33- Nights before; 34- 
Decline; 37- Helicopter; 40- Vertical; 
42- Bobby on the ice; 43- Puncture; 45- 
Skirt stitching; 46- Habitual practice; 48- 
Rhino relative; 49- Ersatz; 50- Attention; 
51- Speed contest; 52- Memory unit; 54- 
Impression; 55- Animal pelts; 56- Camp 
sight; 59- Gangster’s gun;

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Elsewhere, the logical Aquarius 
moon merges with realistic 
Saturn and go-getter Mars on 
her path, asking you to reassess 
your current approach to 
accomplishing the goals at hand.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Wednesday’s skies help you 
restore faith around your 
potential, Taurus. While it’s 
important for you to stay realistic, 
it’s imperative that you don’t let 
fear block the way forward. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
As a Gemini, you’re a collector 
of  perspectives. In recent times, 
it’s been important for you to 
redefine your core beliefs based 
on the mental misconceptions 
that have stood in your way.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today’s skies see the union of  the 
future-oriented Aquarius moon 
with uplifting Jupiter, re-establishing 
faith in your relationship story. Later, 
the moon dips into dreamy Pisces, 
helping you see the big picture.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Wednesday’s skies work to show 
you the pay-off of  the time you’ve 
been devoting to deepening your 
understanding of  love. That’s 
thanks to the moon merging with 
buoyant Jupiter.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Your inner and outer worlds 
have been under reconstruction, 
Virgo. It’s easy to feel defeated by 
critical thinking when it comes to 
building the new vision you have 
for yourself. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Wednesday’s skies work to 
brighten the mood and help 
re-establish your faith in this 
process, as the progressive 
Aquarius moon merges with 
optimistic Jupiter. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
The universe has been 
summoning you down into your 
roots, Scorpio. It’s been important 
for you to explore the changing 
stories taking place around home 
and family matters.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Today’s skies see the union 
of  the progressive Aquarius 
moon with optimistic Jupiter, 
helping you reconnect your 
vision at large with a positive 
outlook. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’ve only just begun to embrace 
some of  your underutilized 
talents, Capricorn. It’s easy to fall 
into a trap of  negative thinking, 
assuming that your skills aren’t up 
to par. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
The future-oriented Aquarius moon 
spends the morning cuddled up with 
your ruler, optimistic Jupiter, offering 
the opportunity to see the big picture 
and embrace a confident attitude 
towards your progress.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The nurturing moon’s presence 
in your sign helps you tap into 
those needs, but her meet-up 
with walled-off Saturn and 
hyperactive Mars can crop up 
old issues around self-expression. 

  Aquarius Pisces



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
07.04.2021 wed

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 10
ADVERTISEMENT 廣告



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
wed 07.04.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

IOC president Thomas Bach (left), Kim Yo Jong (right), sister of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un with players women’s hockey game between Switzerland and the 

combined Koreas at the 2018 Winter Olympics in Gangneung, South Korea

OLYMPICS

North Korea says it won’t 
participate in Tokyo games
N

ORTH Korea became 
the first country to 
drop out of the Tokyo 
Olympics because of 

coronavirus fears, a decision that 
underscores the challenges facing 
Japan as it struggles to stage a glo-
bal sporting event amid a raging 
pandemic. 

A website run by North Korea’s 
Sports Ministry said its natio-
nal Olympic Committee during 
a meeting on March 25 decided 
not to participate in the Games to 
protect athletes from the “world 
public health crisis caused by CO-
VID-19.”

The pandemic has already 
pushed back the Tokyo Games, 
which were originally schedu-
led for 2020, and organizers have 
scrambled to put in place preven-
tive measures, such as banning 
international spectators, to ensu-
re the safety of athletes and resi-
dents. 

However, there’s still concern 
that the Olympics could worsen 
the spread of the virus and Japan’s 

rising caseload and slow vaccine 
rollout have raised public ques-
tions about whether the Games 
should be held at all. 

Japan’s Olympic Committee 
said Tuesday that North Korea has 
not yet notified it that it wouldn’t 
participate in the Tokyo Games. 

Katsunobu Kato, Japan’s chief 
cabinet secretary, said the gover-
nment hopes many countries will 
join the Olympics and he promi-
sed ample anti-virus measures. 

South Korea’s Unification Mi-
nistry expressed regret over the 
North’s decision, saying it had 
hoped that the Tokyo Olympics 
would provide an opportunity to 
improve inter-Korean relations, 
which have declined amid a sta-
lemate in larger nuclear negotia-
tions between Washington and 
Pyongyang. 

Choi Young-sam, a South Ko-
rean Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son, said the government suppor-
ts Japan’s efforts to push ahead 
with the Olympics while taking 
safety measures. Choi said there 

was still time for the North to re-
verse its decision and participate 
in the event. 

North Korea sent 22 athletes to 
the 2018 Winter Olympics in Sou-
th Korea, along with government 
officials, performance artists, 
journalists and a 230-member all-
-female cheering group. 

At the Pyeongchang Games, the 
North and South Korean athletes 
jointly marched under a blue map 
symbolizing a unified Korean Pe-
ninsula, while the red-clad North 
Korean cheerleaders captivated 
global attention. The Koreas also 
fielded their first combined Olym-
pic team in women’s ice hockey, 
which drew passionate support 
from crowds despite losing all five 
of its games by a combined score 
of 28-2.

Those games were also much 
about politics. The North Korean 
contingent included the power-
ful sister of North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un, who conveyed her 
brother’s desire for a summit with 
South Korean President Moon 

Jae-in, a move that helped the 
North initiate talks with South Ko-
rea and the United States.

Diplomatic efforts have been at 
a stalemate since, and North Ko-
rea’s decision to sit out the Tokyo 
Olympics is a setback for hopes to 
revive it.

While North Korea has stead-
fastly claimed to be coronavirus-
-free, outsiders have expressed 
doubt about whether the country 
has escaped the pandemic enti-

rely, given its poor health infras-
tructure and a porous border it 
shares with China, its economic 
lifeline.

Describing its anti-virus efforts 
as a “matter of national existen-
ce,” North Korea has severely limi-
ted cross-border traffic, banned 
tourists, jetted out diplomats and 
mobilized health workers with 
quarantine tens of thousands of 
people who had shown symp-
toms. MDT/AP
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Official: EU agency to confirm 
AstraZeneca blood clot link

Marco Cavaleri, head of health threats and vaccine strategy 
at the Amsterdam-based agency, said yesterday there’s a clear 
association between the AstraZeneca vaccine and the dozens 
of rare blood clots that have been reported worldwide amid the 
tens of millions of vaccine jabs that have been given out. 

Last month, more than a dozen countries, including Ger-
many, suspended their use of AstraZeneca over the blood clot 
issue. Most restarted — some with age restrictions — after the 
EMA said the benefits of the vaccine outweighed the risks.

“It is becoming more and more difficult to affirm that there 
isn’t a cause-and-effect relationship between AstraZeneca vac-

cines and the very rare cases of blood clots associated with a 
low level of (blood) platelets,” Cavaleri was quoted as saying. 

“Certainly the information about the product will be updated, 
affirming that these adverse events are linked to the vaccine. It 
will be declared in a very clear way.” 

Cavaleri said the rare blood clots, including some in the brain, 
coupled with a low level of blood platelets that may make peo-
ple at risk of serious bleeding, “seem to be the key event to stu-
dy further.” Cavaleri promised more details soon, adding: “In 
the coming hours, we will say that the link is there, how this 
happens we still haven’t figured out.”

OPINION
World Views
Anjani Trivedi, MDT/Bloomberg

Kosovo’s new president 
took office yesterday, 
becoming the country’s 
youngest head of state 
and one of the youngest in 
the world. Vjosa Osmani-
Sadriu, 38, was elected to a 
five-year term by Kosovo’s 
Assembly, or Parliament, 
making her the Balkan 
nation’s second female 
leader in the post-war 
period.

Israel’s president 
yesterday handed 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu the difficult 
task of trying to form a 
government from the 
country’s splintered 
parliament, giving the 
embattled leader a chance 
to prolong his lengthy 
term in office while on trial 
for corruption charges. 
In his announcement, 
President Reuven Rivlin 
acknowledged that no 
party leader had the 
necessary support to form 
a majority coalition in the 
120-seat Knesset. 

UK The slow but steady 
march out of a three-
month lockdown 
remains on track even as 
coronavirus cases surge 
elsewhere in Europe, 
Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson announced, 
as he confirmed that 
businesses from barbers to 
bookstores will be allowed 
to reopen next week. 
Johnson confirmed that 
the government will test 
out a contentious “vaccine 
passport” system — a way 
for people to offer proof 
they have protection from 
COVID-19 — as a tool to 
help travel and large events 
return safely. More on p8

Nigeria Militants armed 
with machine guns and 
rocket-propelled grenades 
launched a series of 
coordinated attacks 
overnight in southeastern 
Nigeria, targeting a prison 
where more than 1,800 
inmates then managed to 
escape, authorities said. 
Gunmen also assaulted 
various other police 
and military buildings, 
authorities said.
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Some of China’s grand 
plans have gotten a 
little smaller

China’s state planners are notorious as purveyors of 
billions of yuan of budgetary spending, intimidating 
industrial policy and soaring technology goals. The 
Five-Year Plan — Beijing’s periodic, Soviet-style eco-
nomic blueprint — often sends shivers through the 
country’s rivals. But the latest one is a lot more down 
to earth.

In the 14th Five-Year Plan, several of Beijing’s eco-
nomic development and innovation targets have 
been set for just one year ahead. That is much more 
sensible: Tracking progress in the short-term and 
amending ambitions along the way is far more ef-
fective than realizing half-a-decade later that goals 
weren’t met but large sums of money spent. 

For example, planners are adopting a new mea-
sure for year-by-year progress: The digital eco-
nomy’s share of gross domestic product. This me-
tric effectively represents technological upgrades 
in manufacturing, higher levels of automation, effi-
cient production processes and new-generation in-
frastructure to support the use of 5G networks in 
the industrial sector. The digital economy reached 
35.8 trillion yuan ($5.5 trillion) in 2019, or 36.2% of 
GDP. The growth rate was three times higher than 
the traditional manufacturing economy, according 
to data from the China Academy of Information and 
Communications Technology and a state media re-
port. However, it remains far lower than other ad-
vanced economies.

By incorporating this measure, Beijing is trying 
to shore up China’s position as the factory floor of 
the more technologically advanced world, ensuring 
that value added from manufacturing, which has 
fallen sharply as a share of its GDP over the past 10 
years, remains as relevant to growth as it was two 
decades ago. While China may not end up making 
the semiconductor chips of the future anytime soon, 
it will likely be setting up 5G network base stations 
for telecommunications that will help the country 
remain a critical part of the global industrial supply 
chain.

State media recently elaborated on the importance 
of the digital economy that goes beyond just the in-
ternet and business-to-consumer ecosystem: “Bui-
lding millions of 5G stations would dramatically 
boost information exchange, facilitate technological 
advances and lead to explosive growth of whole in-
dustries, rather than supporting growth of a handful 
of firms.” A far cry from things like a previous five-
-year plan’s goal of 20% annualized growth in the se-
miconductor industry. That has gone unmet.

Beijing has other humbler programs in mind. For 
the first time, R&D spending is increasing for basic 
science — the nuts and bolts of groundbreaking 
ideas. That kind of research requires years of in-
vestment — unlike corporate-style R&D — and is 
almost completely dependent on government fun-
ding. The authorities now want the share of spending 
in this area as a portion of the total to be above 8% 
of the research budget, according to Goldman Sachs 
Group Inc. China spends just over 80% toward deve-
lopment research tied to specific commercial pro-
ducts and processes and around 11% on applied 
research. In the U.S. and elsewhere, basic research 
accounts for as much as 20%.

The five-year plan set forth in 2015 unveiled targe-
ts that would raise total research and development 
spending to 2.5% of GDP. Yet by 2020, China had 
fallen short of its goal, coming in at 2.4%. The U.S. 
notched around 3%. Countries like Israel and South 
Korea are at the top, spending around 4%. Previous 
plans also fell short of their goal.

The more subdued chest-pounding of the latest 
quinquennial agenda has another effect: Calming 
the fears of the rest of the world. China’s Made in 
2025 plan and Thousand Talents Program created 
far too many trust issues — from paranoia over the 
reach of Beijing’s progress in AI to questions of espio-
nage by Chinese academics sent abroad. China can 
do without lugging around that kind of baggage five 
years at a time.

NEW Zealand annou-
nced yesterday it will 

open a long-anticipated 
travel bubble with Australia 
on April 19 now that both 
countries have been suc-
cessful in stamping out the 
spread of the coronavirus.

The start of quarantine-
-free travel between the nei-
ghboring nations will come 
as a relief to families who 
have been separated by the 
pandemic as well as to stru-
ggling tourist operators.

New Zealand Prime Mi-
nister Jacinda Ardern said 
health officials believe the 
risk of the virus being trans-
mitted from Austra-
lia is low and that 
travel is now safe. 

“The bubble will 
give our economic 
recovery a boost 
and represents a 
world-leading ar-
rangement of safely 
opening up inter-
national travel while 
continuing to pur-
sue a strategy of eli-
mination and kee-
ping the virus out,” Ardern 
said.

Australia had previous-
ly allowed New Zealanders 
to arrive without going 
into quarantine but New 
Zealand had taken a more 
cautious approach, requi-
ring travelers from Australia 
to spend two weeks in qua-
rantine upon arrival.

Both countries have ma-
naged to keep out the virus 
by putting up barriers to the 
outside world, including 
strict quarantine require-

ments for travelers from 
countries where the virus is 
rampant.

The announcement 
comes ahead of the New 
Zealand ski season and was 
welcome news for many 
tourist towns, including the 
ski resort of Queenstown.

Mal Price, co-owner 
of The Cow restaurant in 
Queenstown, said the num-
ber of customers was down 
by about 80% this year.

“Hallelujah. Business will 
be back,” he said. “Every 
business will have hope 
now that they can survive. It 
really has been dire.” 

The Cow is among the 
oldest eateries in the region 
after opening its doors more 
than 40 years ago. Price said 
he’d survived by no lon-
ger offering lunches most 
weekdays and reducing sta-
ff numbers and hours.

He said there were thou-
sands of Australians who 
owned holiday homes in 
the area who were despera-
te to visit after missing the 
ski season last year. 

Australian Prime Minis-
ter Scott Morrison told re-

porters it was an important 
first step for Australia as the 
nation slowly begins retur-
ning to normal. 

“The fact that we can 
now combine again will 
mean jobs, it will mean 
people reunited, it will 
mean many opportunities 
as those normal relations 
are restored between Aus-
tralia and New Zealand,” he 
said.

Morrison is expected to 
travel soon to New Zealand 
to meet with Ardern.

Ardern cautioned that the 
travel bubble comes with a 
warning: Flyer beware.

“People will need 
to plan for the possi-
bility of having travel 
disrupted if there is an 
outbreak,” she said. 

That means trave-
lers could temporarily 
be stranded in either 
country or be requi-
red to quarantine.

Although the 
bubble will open 
up spaces at New 
Zealand quaranti-

ne facilities, the country is 
not planning to increase 
the number of travelers it 
accepts from other nations 
as it continues its cautious 
approach to the virus.

And Ardern said that 
New Zealand is not cur-
rently considering travel 
bubbles with any other 
countries, aside from the 
tiny Pacific nations of the 
Cook Islands and Niue, 
both of which have strong 
constitutional ties with New 
Zealand. MDT/AP

New Zealand to open 
travel bubble with 
Australia on April 19
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New Zealand’s Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern

”The bubble will 
give our economic 
recovery a boost 
and represents 
a world-leading 

arrangement.
JACINTA ARDEN


