
FOUNDER & PUBLISHER  Kowie Geldenhuys            EDITOR-IN-CHIEF  Paulo Coutinho              www.macaudailytimes.com.mo

“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ” MOP 8.00
HKD 10.00

WEDNESDAY
21 Apr 2021N

.º 
37

57 T. 21º/ 27º

MGTO IS ANTICIPATING THE HIGHEST 
TALLY OF TOURIST ARRIVALS TO MACAU 

SINCE THE PANDEMIC IN THE COMING 
MAY GOLDEN WEEK HOLIDAY 

MACAU REGISTERED LOWER 
TEMPERATURES THAN IN 2019 AS WELL AS 
A SIGNIFICANT DROP IN RAINFALL LEVELS, 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATISTICS REVEAL  P4 P4 P3

More on backpage

Japan Tokyo police 
are investigating 
cyberattacks on 
about 200 Japanese 
companies and research 
organizations, including 
the country’s space 
agency, by a hacking 
group believed to be 
linked to the Chinese 
military, the government 
said yesterday. Police 
have forwarded the 
case involving attacks 
on the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency to 
prosecutors for further 
investigation, Chief 
Cabinet Secretary 
Katsunobu Kato told 
reporters. More on p6

Syria A woman from the 
capital Damascus has 
applied to run for Syria’s 
presidential elections, 
the parliament speaker 
said yesterday, becoming 
the first female to make a 
bid for the country’s top 
job in a largely symbolic 
vote certain to be won by 
President Bashar Assad. 
Speaker Hammoud 
Sabbagh said Faten Ali 
Nahar, a 50-year-old 
resident of Damascus, 
has nominated herself for 
the post. Little is known 
about Nahar. 

Egypt’s transportation 
minister yesterday said 
he sacked the country’s 
top railway official, 
following three train 
accidents in less than a 
month that left at least 
29 people dead and some 
320 injured. The firing of 
Asharf Raslan, head of the 
railway authority, was part 
of a wide ranging overhaul 
of the rundown railway 
system’s leadership 
amid public outcry over 
repeated train crashes.
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THE CITY’S BUDGET THE CITY’S BUDGET 
EXECUTION RATE HITS EXECUTION RATE HITS 
RECORD HIGH AT 96%RECORD HIGH AT 96%

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LAW 

IAS: More 
judicial 

prosecution 
is needed 

China is 
expected 

to approve 
BioNTech 

vaccine 
in June
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A CALL FOR UNITY
President Xi Jinping has 

called for concerted effort 
from all countries in Asia and 

beyond to drive post-Covid 
economic recovery at 

the Boao Forum  P3
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EDUCATION
MUST research on smart 
Covid diagnosis published 
in renowned journal

registered substance 
takers plunge 36% last year
A government database recorded 

219 registered illicit substan-
ce users last year, a 36% drop from 
2019, the Drug Control Committee 
announced yesterday.

Of the users, 70% generally en-
gage in this behavior at their own 
or their friends’ residences, or in 
hotels. Most users took these subs-
tances in Macau. The average sum 
spent by them on illicit substances 
was MOP3,331 per month.

Moreover, 16 out of the 219 were 
below 21 years of age, constituting 
7.3% of total registrants: a 48% drop 
in registrants from this age group 
compared to 2019.

Methamphetamine, commonly 

known as ice, was the most com-
monly consumed illicit substance, 
at 35% of users, followed by cocaine 
and marijuana.

The committee attributed the 
drop in the number of registrants to 
the pandemic.

“Considering the impact on faci-
lity closure and border restrictions 
in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pande-
mic, there was an obvious decrease 
in the number of illicit substance 
users registered in our central da-
tabase,” Cheang Io Tat, chief of the 
Department of Prevention and 
Treatment of Problem Gambling 
and Drug Dependence of the Social 
Welfare Bureau said. AL

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LAW

Gov’t: Evaluation 
of prosecution 
effectiveness difficult
ANTHONY LAM

MORE judicial prosecu-
tion is needed to deter-

mine whether the Domestic 
Violence Law has been effec-
tive in punishing lawbreakers, 
Hon Wai, president of the So-
cial Welfare Bureau (IAS) has 
said in a reply to an inquiry 
from lawmaker Agnes Lam.

Lam described the law as 
ineffective, and painted a pic-
ture of a “high report rate, low 
investigation rate, even lower 
conviction rate” over the four 
years that the law has been in 
force.

In response, the president 
of the bureau remarked that 
the law has achieved much to 
prevent domestic violence and 
protect victims.

In addition, the official cited 
a statement from the Public 
Prosecutions Office explaining 
that there was no direct con-
nection between the prose-
cution or conviction rate and 
the judicial actions against the 
crime.

Hon added that the convic-
tion rate is also affected by the 
victims’ commitment to pro-
secution.

However, Lam was also 
concerned about prosecutions 
that victims request to be wi-
thdrawn due to coercion from 

the perpetrators.
The police replied that they 

have not received any report 
on such a situation of coercion 
since the enactment of the 
law. If a victim decides to drop 
prosecution proceedings, the 
police will ask for details about 
the decision, especially if it is 
a voluntary one. The details 
are then recorded in a written 
statement. The police added 
that if there is coercion, it may 
constitute a violation of the 
Criminal Code.

With regards to the collec-
tion of evidence, the police 
explained that each domestic 
violence case has its own com-
plexities and timeline. The vio-
lence concerned can be physi-
cal, mental or sexual. Physical 
evidence must also be cross-
-referenced with forensic evi-
dence and witness statements.

So far, the police have al-
ready established a fixed set 
of questions and procedures 
for use in the investigation of 
domestic violence cases. In-
vestigators are provided with 
regular training on preceden-
ts, legal stipulations and in-
vestigation guidelines, in an 
effort to improve handling and 
investigative skills.

Concerning the provision 
of social support, the IAS said 
that it is designed to empower 

A research team at the Macau 
University of Science and Te-

chnology (MUST) has made signi-
ficant progress on its research on 
smart diagnosis of Covid-19, and 
subsequently published the concer-
ned paper in the international-level 
research journal Nature Biomedical 
Engineering.

The team, led by Chair Professor 
Zhang Kang, developed a smart sys-
tem to diagnose Covid-19. The re-
searchers studied 500,000 copies of 
chest computed tomography (CT) 
images and achieved last April over 
90% success rate in diagnosing the 
disease. The system is ready to be 
in used in several international en-
tities. According to Zhang, the chest 
X-ray system is both faster and more 
accessible than alternatives.

In addition, Zhang disclosed 
that the team studied a total of 
145,000 copies of chest X-ray scans 
from 120,000 patients, all to deve-
lop a reliable artificial intelligence 
(AI) system to assist radiographers 
in differentiating more swiftly and 
accurately between Covid-19 and 
other types of pneumonia. The sys-
tem can also help doctors diagnose 
other lung problems and evaluate 
the severity. He stressed that it can 
help identify diffuse pulmonary di-
seases, which are normally difficult 
to pinpoint by human eyes.

The automatic deep-learning 
system can be used for frontline 
diagnosis at A&E departments, ou-
tskirt areas or developing countries. 

victims by offering social ser-
vices, assistance and protec-
tion. This empowerment aims 
to allow victims to face the af-
termath of domestic violence 
with the support of govern-
ment and community organi-
zations.

The bureau also encoura-
ges perpetrators to make use 
of counseling services, hoping 
that they will see improvemen-
ts in their behavior, emotional 
stability and cognition, so as to 
reduce the risk of them repea-
ting their violent behavior.

The police will also notify 
prosecutors if any immedia-
te danger is foreseen, or if the 
perpetrators and victims live 
in the same household, so that 
prosecutors can implement 
suitable mandatory measures 
in relation to the perpetrators.

The IAS recognizes domes-
tic stresses and pressures due 
to the Covid-19 pandemic, as 
well as the isolation of the in-
dividual from the community. 
Besides the bureau itself, input 
from non-governmental orga-
nizations has played a crucial 
role in providing support to the 
public. These channels include 
websites, instant messaging 
platforms and telephones. 
Some 7,000 calls and 400 onli-
ne contacts were recorded last 
year for counseling purposes.

It will also help hasten early inter-
vention and provide crucial support 
to clinical decision-making.

According to the MUST, the mo-
bility of the system makes it impor-
tant in solving public health pro-
blems. Moreover, the source code 
and images are open to the public, 
MUST noted. AL

Chair Professor Zhang Kang
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No approved 
residency applications 
for ‘major investment’ 
category in 2020

TOURISM
MGTO expects a record 
high tourist arrivals 
in Golden Week 

LYNZY VALLES

THE Macao Trade and In-
vestment Promotion Insti-

tute (IPIM) has not approved 
any residence applications 
based on the ‘major invest-
ment’ category last year.

According to a statement, 
citing temporary residency 
statistics for approved inves-
tors, managers and technical 
personnel in 2020, the IPIM 
received a total of six new re-
sidence applications based 
on the “major investment” 
category and a total of 88 new 
applications based on ‘mana-
gement and technical person-
nel.’

Among the cases handled 
in 2020, including the applica-
tions which were received in 
previous years, there was no 
application approved under 
the category of “major invest-
ment” while five were rejected 
or cancelled; three applica-
tions under the category of 
“management and technical 
personnel” were approved, 

while six were rejected or can-
celled.

According to the statisti-
cs and industry classification 
of approved applications in 
2020, all cases involved were 
in the medical and healthcare 
industry.

The IPIM’s February data 
shows that it has approved a 
total of 2,084 temporary resi-
dency applications for techni-
cians with special qualifica-
tions over a period of 15 years. 

Also in February, the IPIM 
said there were a total of 211 
temporary residency renewal 
applications made by techni-
cians with special qualifica-
tions, involving a total of 403 
people. The IPIM justified the 
delay in the processing of the 
requests by referring to the 
“government’s respect [for] 
the adjudication of the court, 
abiding by the law to admi-
nistrate the city, and, jointly 
with different sectors, uphol-
ding the rule of law, which is 
the core value of the SAR so-
ciety.”

HONEY TSANG  

THE Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 

is anticipating a the highest 
tally of tourist arrivals to 
Macau since the pandemic 
in the coming May Golden 
Week Holiday (also known 
as the May Day Holiday), 
Cheng Wai Tong, MGTO sub-
-director, revealed yester-
day.  

“We are expecting that, 
after considering the ac-
commodation booking vo-
lumes, which also reached 
the highest figures [since the 
pandemic] for the holiday,” 
Cheng said on the sidelines 
of an event yesterday.  

After examining the 
booking data provided by lo-
cal accommodation venues, 
the MGTO is expecting the 
city’s overall hotel occupan-
cy rate to hit 70-80% during 
the May Golden Week. 

The MGTO will continue 
to step up promotion efforts 
via mainland media platfor-
ms to encourage visits from 

mainland cities. 
On April 16, Macau saw 

the highest daily record of 
visitor arrivals since the start 
of the pandemic, at 34,252.  

From April 9 to 15, the 
city’s occupancy rate avera-
ged around 61.0%, up 12.7% 
from 48.3% at the Spring 
Festival Golden Week.  

INCREASED QUOTA MULLED 
FOR HELICOPTER TOUR 

Cheng revealed that the 
authorities are now conside-
ring increasing the quota for 
the highly sought-after heli-
copter tour.  

The MGTO is set to liai-
se with the flight provider to 
discuss the possibilities of 
extending the weekly flight 
frequency to accommodate 
the 15,552 people who have 
applied so far: a number that 
far exceeds the present quota 
of 1,512 seats.  

Meanwhile, around 800 
staycation packages have 
been sold under the “Stay, 
Dine and See Macao” domes-
tic travel scheme.  

President Xi urged 
unity and denounced 
‘decoupling’ at Boao Forum  
HONEY TSANG   

C
HINESE President Xi 
Jinping has called for a 
concerted effort from 
all countries in Asia and 

beyond to combat the pandemic 
and drive post-Covid economic 
recovery, and also warned against 
any decoupling moves that may 
be made by some countries.  

Xi delivered the remarks yes-
terday in his opening speech via 
a pre-recorded video message 
to more than 2,000 officials and 
commercial luminaries who at-
tended the high-profile Boao Fo-
rum in Hainan.  

Xi warned that “attempts to 
‘erect walls’ or ‘decouple’ run 
counter to the law of economi-
cs and market principles. They 

would hurt others’ interests wi-
thout benefiting oneself.”  

“We must not let the rules set 
by one or a few countries be im-
posed on others, or allow unilate-
ralism pursued by certain coun-
tries to set the pace for the whole 
world,” Xi stressed.  

For international relations, Xi 
called for “equality, mutual res-
pect and mutual trust,” and ur-
ged some countries to stop “bos-
sing others around or meddling 
in others’ internal affairs.” 

Many believe that Xi’s though-
t-provoking speech was alluding 
to the U.S. and its allies.  

Before the release of Xi’s state-
ment, the U.S. President Joe Bi-
den and Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga jointly issued a 
statement after their meeting at 

the White House last Friday, sta-
ting that they both “shared their 
concerns over Chinese activities 
that are inconsistent with the in-
ternational rules-based order, in-
cluding the use of economic and 
other forms of coercion.”  

The Chinese government la-
ter retaliated and denounced the 
move as “harmful” and “stoking 
division,” and said it had “gone 
far beyond the scope of [the] nor-
mal development of bilateral re-
lations.” 

Earlier, at the opening cere-
mony of Macau’s fourth National 
Security Education Exhibition 
on April 15, Fu Ziying, director of 
Liaison Office of the Central Peo-
ple’s Government in the Macau 
SAR, said that the world is facing 
unprecedented changes this cen-
tury. The intensified moves by the 
U.S. and some Western countries 
to hinder China’s development 
are among them.  

This year’s Boao Forum for 
Asia Annual Conference 2021 in 
Hainan lasts four days from April 
18 to 21, and is themed “A World 
in Change: Join Hands to Stren-
gthen Global Governance and 
Advance Belt and Road Coopera-
tion.” 

Macau’s Chief Executive Ho Iat 
Seng led a delegation to partici-
pate in the Boao Forum in Hai-
nan, which took place for part of 
the conference, from April 19 to 
20.  

Since its founding in 2001, the 
annual Boao Forum for Asia has 
been a high-profile event, brin-
ging together international poli-
tical and economic elites to exa-
mine harmonious approaches to 
driving global development.  

MACAU’S Chief Executive (CE) Ho 
Iat Seng and key officials of Hainan 
Province met on April 19 at the 
Boao Forum to discuss opportuni-
ties to pursue a closer partnership 
between the two cities in several 
areas.  
During the meeting with Shen 
Xiaoming, the Secretary of the 
Hainan Provincial Committee of 
the Communist Party of China 
(CPC), Ho affirmed that there is 
“[significant] room for cooperation” 
between Macau and Hainan in 
industries such as tourism, educa-
tion, and science and technology. 
Tourism should be a key point of 
future collaboration, since the flight 
time between the two places is 

relatively short, Ho stressed.  
Furthermore, Ho reaffirmed his 
commitment to advancing Ma-
cau’s economic diversification by 
concentrating on the cultivation of 
four major sectors, namely tradi-
tional Chinese medicine; modern 
financial and insurance services; 
advanced and new technology 
development; and culture-related 
sectors. 
In response to Ho’s suggestion, 
Shen pledged to work more closely 
with Macau, in a bid to bolster co-
operation with Portuguese-speak-
ing countries, governmental and 
people-to-people exchanges, 
and promoting multi-destination 
tourism. 

Ho Iat Seng and Hainan officials 
to forge closer partnership  
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Budget execution rate 
hits record high

CLIMATE
2020 a cooler, dryer year 
in town, statistics show

THE budgetary execu-
tion rate of the Ma-

cau government’s Invest-
ment and Development 
Expenditure Plan (PIDDA) 
for the fourth quarter of 
2020 reached nearly 96%, 
hitting record high.

The committee for the 
Follow-up of Public Finan-
ce Affairs discussed the 
matter yesterday in a ple-
nary session. At the post-
-meeting press conferen-
ce, president Mak Soi Kun 
and vice president Leong 
Sun Iok of the committee 
revealed that the gover-
nment achieved a 95.8% 
execution rate and a 97.5% 
utilization rate in the bud-
get for the quarter.

These levels are, accor-
ding to the two lawmakers, 
the highest in history. They 
attributed the figures to 
the government’s proac-
tive administration. They 
said the committee is sa-
tisfied with the achieve-
ments.

Nonetheless, the go-
vernment should pay at-
tention to certain points, 
according to Mak. He re-

RENATO MARQUES

LAST year, Macau regis-
tered lower temperatu-

res than in 2019 as well as 
a significant drop in rain-
fall levels, environmental 
statistics released by the 
Statistics and Census Ser-
vice (DSEC) reveal.

According to the relea-
se, the annual mean air 
temperature in Macau in 
2020 dropped by 0.3 de-
grees Celsius year-on-year 
to 23.3 degrees Celsius.

Both the highest and 
lowest temperatures of the 
year are lower: the highest, 
35.5 degrees Celsius, re-
corded in July, is down 0.2 
degrees Celsius, and the 
lowest, 6.7 degrees Cel-
sius, recorded in Decem-
ber, is down 1.7 degrees 
Celsius, making 2020 a 
cooler year than 2019.

Meanwhile, total pre-
cipitation decreased by 
534.8 mm year-on-year to 
1,713.2 mm, representing 
23.8% less rainfall registe-
red throughout the year.

ferred to the 21 projects 
originally planned for the 
quarter that were scra-
pped after final approval 
was withheld.

The committee thought 
that if the relevant bureaus 
conformed more strictly 
to the regulations gover-
ning project proposals, 
the situation concerning 
delayed or scrapped pro-
jects would be improved.

The scrapped projec-
ts amounted to about 8% 
of the projects over the 
course of the year. They 
included public housing 
projects on two land plots 
on the New Urban Zone A, 
the Golden Statue Adven-

The air quality impro-
ved, with monitoring sta-
tions recording a higher 
number of “Good” air qua-
lity days compared to 2019; 
moreover, the number of 
days in which the air qua-
lity was classified as “Poor” 
also notably dropped.

According to the sta-
tement of the DSEC, the-
re were no days in 2020 
on which the air quality 
stations registered above 
healthy limits for respira-
ble suspended particula-
tes (PM10) or fine suspen-
ded particulates (PM2.5).

ture Village and the West-
-wing office of the Sports 
Bureau, and others.

There is an ongoing 
lawsuit over the office 
extension of the Sports 
Bureau and the reserved 
funds could not be used 
for other purposes. Mo-
reover, it is still unclear 
whether the lawsuit will 
conclude in 2021, with the 
consequence that a por-
tion of the bureau’s budget 
will be earmarked for the 
lawsuit.

The committee has su-
ggested the government 
consider other methods 
for annually allocating 
funds to the lawsuit. AL

Further, the Refuse In-
cineration Plant treated 
almost 20% less muni-
cipal solid waste in 2020 
(437,592 tons).

However, 974,000 cubic 
meters of construction 
waste was sent to landfill, 
a significant increase of 
66.0% from 2019.

There were also more 
people living in the same 
space in 2020, with the 
population density in-
creasing from 20,400 per-
sons per square kilometer 
in 2019 to 20,800 persons 
per km2 in 2020.

CRIME

Young couple detained over 
document forgery, fraud
RENATO MARQUES

A young local couple was yes-
terday detained by police on 

suspicion of having committed 
multiple crimes including do-
cument forgery and fraud, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) revealed yes-
terday at a specially-called press 
conference.

According to a PJ spokesper-
son, the case was opened after a 
Hong Kong woman filed a com-
plaint against a 25-year-old man 
to the Commission Against Cor-
ruption (CCAC). 

The woman, who drove from 
the neighboring region and un-
derwent a 14-day quarantine pe-
riod in Macau in order to file the 
report, said that the man showed 
her documents in which he clai-
med to be a high-ranking civil 
servant in Macau. The CCAC then 
referred the case to the PJ for in-
vestigation.

Upon being detained for ques-
tioning, the man, who is said to be 
a chauffeur, admitted that to earn 
the trust of women in Hong Kong 
he forged several documents, in-
cluding name cards from public 

entities in Macau, in order to pose 
as a high-ranking official.

He also forged other valuab-
le documents such as university 
diplomas and other documents 
pertaining to academic qualifica-
tions.

The PJ spokesperson said that 
the force is not yet certain of the 
man’s motives for attempting to 

entrap women in the neighboring 
region, but according to informa-
tion collected so far, he attempted 
to attract at least 30 women and 
has maintained a relationship 
with at least four of them.

Local police also found, using 
the man’s computer and mobile 
phone records, that he has pre-
viously pretended to be a fema-

le from Hong Kong, and, while 
supposedly maintaining a long-
-distance relationship, deceived 
at least one local man into giving 
him money, ostensibly to meet 
the healthcare expenses of sick 
relatives.

According to these records, 
this local man was defrauded 
of at least 300,000 patacas over 

five years.
As the case is still under in-

vestigation, the PJ has not so far 
disclosed whether the man de-
frauded any of the Hong Kong 
women, or whether he used their 
information to impersonate them 
while attempting to defraud other 
men.

The accused man’s wife, a 
23-year-old, who is said by the PJ 
to be unemployed, was found to 
have three forged identity docu-
ments from the mainland in her 
possession, which she admitted 
to having bought on the main-
land.

The woman said that she de-
dicated herself to parallel imports 
over the border from Zhuhai to 
Macau and that she had purcha-
sed the false documents in order 
to present them from registration 
while unloading the items at a 
collection point in Macau.

While the man has been char-
ged with six offences – document 
forgery, special value document 
forgery, the unlawful practice of 
a profession, fraud, computer 
fraud, and scamming – the wo-
man is currently only accused of 
special value document forgery. 
Both suspects have admitted to 
the crimes.

The PJ will continue to inves-
tigate the case to discover whe-
ther there are additional crimes, 
as well as any other victims or 
suspects.
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Police 
detect 79 
suspected 
illegal 
workers

THE Public Security Police For-
ce (PSP) detected a total of 79 

people suspected of working ille-
gally in Macau last month, accor-
ding to statistics just released.

This represents a significant 
increase from the previous mon-
th when the PSP detected a total 
of only 19 people suspected of the 
same offense.

According to the PSP, the 79 
suspects were detected as a re-
sult of both joint and indepen-
dent operations against illegal 
workers launched by the PSP, the 
Labour Affairs Bureau, and other 
authorities at construction sites, 
private flats and commercial and 
industrial establishments, among 
others.

The same press release also re-
veals that authorities significantly 
increased the number of inspec-
tions in March this year, conduc-
ting them in a total of 530 loca-
tions. This figure represents an 
increase of 42% from the previous 
month, when authorities only ins-
pected 373 locations. RM 

GAMING

Mid-month GGR projected to 
hit 35% of pre-pandemic levels 
HONEY TSANG  

M
ACAU’S gross ga-
ming revenue 
(GGR) for the first 
18 days of April is 

forecast to hit MOP5.5 billion, or 
MOP280 million per day, accor-
ding to the latest prognosis relea-
sed by JP Morgan on April 19.

The projected month-to-date 
GGR had already returned to over 
35% of pre-pandemic levels in 
2019.  Broken down into segmen-
ts, the GGR generated by the mass 
market fared better, standing at 
around 40-45% of levels in 2019, 
whilst VIP recovered to 20%. 

Last week’s run-rate of stood at 
around MOP300 million per day: 
one of the highest non-holiday 
readings since the outbreak of 
coronavirus, the brokerage con-
firmed. 

The strong performance last 
week was partly buoyed by “VIP 
luck,” and indicates a “gradual 
yet consistent improvements in 
gambler [or] travel sentiment,” 

JP Morgan said.
Because the May Golden Week 

Holiday, also known as May Day 
Holiday, from May 1 to 5, is arou-
nd the corner, JP Morgan’s analys-
ts DS Kim, Derek Choi and Livy 
Lyu remain sanguine about their 
earlier forecast of a rapidly surging 
GGR run-rate over the period.  

They regard a GGR rate of 
MOP400 to 500 million per day as 
a “strong success” for the May Day 
holiday.  

“This, if it happens, would pro-
bably imply mass demand will 
have recovered to 70 to 80% of 
2019 average levels (or, 55 to 60% 
of pre-Covid peaks) despite on-

going travel frictions, hence very 
promising for full normalization 
into 2022.” the analyst observed. 

Before the pandemic, the GGR 
during Golden Weeks in 2019, in-
cluding Chinese New Year, May 
Day and National Day, averaged 
at around MOP1.0 to 1.1 billion 
per day.  

According to the latest data 
provided by the Gaming Inspec-
tion and Coordination Bureau, 
Macau received MOP23.6 billion 
in GGR in the first quarter (Q1) of 
2021, up 8.3% quarter-on-quarter, 
but down 22.5% compared to the 
same period last year. 

By segment, the mass market 

generated MOP14.5 billion during 
Q1 2021, up 2.15% from the last 
quarter. Meanwhile, the VIP seg-
ment generated around MOP9.13 
billion in Q1, up 19.7% quarter-
-on-quarter, which has surpassed 
projections by banking groups. 

Trip.com, the largest online tra-
vel agency in China, earlier relea-
sed its bullish booking volumes to 
Macau for the upcoming May Day 
Holiday, heralding a surge in travel 
plans to the city.  

As of April 8, the total number 
of bookings for Macau travel pro-
ducts during the May Day holiday 
through the Trip.com platform 
has risen by 20% compared to 
2019. The search volume for fligh-
ts in and out of Macau also clim-
bed over 140%, the group said. 

Cheng Wai Tong, sub-director 
of the Macao Government Tou-
rism Office (MGTO), yesterday 
also stated that the authorities 
are now expecting tourist arri-
vals to hit a record high since the 
outbreak during the May Golden 
Week Holiday.  
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Investigators believe 
the cyberattacks were 
carried out by a group 
known as Tick under 

the instruction of the 
People’s Liberation Army

Spain dismantles 
Chinese gang selling 
cannabis across Europe

Chinese military seen behind Japan cyberattacks, NHK Says
ISABEL REYNOLDS

CHINA’S military is 
thought to have ins-

tructed a hacker group to 
conduct cyberattacks on 
nearly 200 Japanese re-
search institutions and 
firms, public broadcaster 
NHK reported, citing uni-
dentified people in a police 
investigation.

The investigators found 
a member of China’s Com-
munist Party made con-
tracts under a false name 
for rental servers in Japan 
that were used in the atta-
cks on the Japanese space 
agency JAXA in 2016, the 
broadcaster said yesterday. 

Investigators believe the 
cyberattacks were carried 
out by a group known as 
Tick under the instruction 

of the People’s Liberation 
Army. Two men involved 
with contracts for the ser-
vers have left Japan, NHK 
said.

A Chinese systems en-
gineer in his 30s, who is a 
Chinese Communist Party 
member, was referred to 
prosecutors over his alle-
ged involvement in the at-
tacks, Kyodo News repor-
ted, citing unnamed inves-
tigative sources.

The reported allega-
tions, the latest in a series 
of similar incidents, come 
amid increasingly difficult 
relations between Japan 
and its biggest trading 
partner. The topic of ties 
with China dominated the 
agenda at Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga’s summit 
with U.S. President Joe 
Biden in Washington last 
week.

Japan’s Chief Cabinet 

Secretary Katsunobu Kato 
declined to comment on 
the investigation. He told 
a regular news briefing 
yesterday cyberattacks on 
infrastructure were beco-
ming more organized and 
the government saw res-
ponding to such incidents 
as an important issue.

Responding to a ques-
tion on the NHK report 
about the alleged suspect 
at a regular news briefing 
in Beijing, Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin said he wasn’t awa-
re of the case. Wang later 
added cyberspace is made 
up of many actors who-
se origins are difficult to 
trace and warned against 
making accusations in 
cybersecurity cases.

“In designating an inci-

dent, there must be ample 
evidence. It cannot be ba-
sed on presumption,” he 
said. “We are against other 
countries smearing us 
on cybersecurity or using 
this issue to serve its des-
picable political agenda.” 
Cyberattacks are a com-
mon threat to all coun-
tries and China too was a 

victim, he added.
A JAXA spokesperson 

confirmed it was the sub-
ject of an unauthorized 
access that seemed to be 
a cyberattack, but suffe-
red no damage, according 
to NHK. Japan has been 
seeking to beef up its 
cyber defenses in recent 
months.  BLOOMBERG

POLICE in Spain said 
yesterday they have dis-

mantled one of the largest 
criminal gangs growing 
cannabis in the country 
and trafficking it across Eu-
rope.

At least 65 people, most 
of them Chinese nationals, 
were arrested in several 
Spanish cities, Portugal and 
the Netherlands, according 
to a joint statement from 
the national and Catalan 
regional police bodies. 

Police identified the 
gang as “Bang of Fujian,” 
in reference to the eastern 
Chinese province where 
the two main families that 
formed it originated. The 
group operated mainly 
from its Barcelona base, in 
northeastern Spain.

Over 350 law enforce-
ment agents, assisted by 
Europol, searched 29 large 
warehouses and other lo-
cations in Barcelona, Tar-
ragona, Oviedo, Gijón and 
Bilbao, as well as private 
residences in Portugal and 
the Netherlands. 

Police said officers dis-
mantled 13 indoor plan-
tations with nearly 40,000 
marijuana plants whose 
harvested buds could have 
fetched 6 million euros 
($7.2 million) in European 
markets. 

The sites were illegally 
connected to the power 

grid to provide artificial 
light to the plants. Com-
bined, the 13 warehouses 
used the equivalent of the 
average consumption of 
1,177 homes, police said.

The investigation began 
in 2019 when the first par-
cels containing packaged 
marijuana were detected. 
Investigators found that 
the gang recruited sha-
reholders with an angel 
investment of 100,000 eu-
ros ($120,000), allowing the 

group to quickly expand its 
chain of warehouses.

The gang had a “well-
-defined criminal structu-
re” and a “high-degree of 
specialization” for opera-
ting internationally, said 
Inspector Toni Salleras of 
the Catalan Mossos d’Es-
quadra police. 

Salleras said that the 
group is also being investi-
gated for kidnappings and 
other crimes committed in 
the competition with other 

homegrown and foreign 
criminal groups for control 
of the production and sales 
of marijuana. 

He said Chinese au-
thorities were assisting in 
investigating possible hu-
man trafficking and money 
laundering crimes connec-
ted to the gang’s operation.

The group is accused of 
making over 700 shipments 
of parcels to France, Portu-
gal, Netherlands, Germany, 
Romania and Britain.  AP

Gov’t rejects 
accusations of 
abuses in Xinjiang
CHINA’S government 

yesterday rejected ac-
cusations of abuses in the 
Xinjiang region after a hu-
man rights group appealed 
for a U.N. investigation into 
possible crimes against hu-
manity. 

Accusations of forced la-
bor or detentions in the nor-
thwestern region are “lies 
and false information con-
cocted by anti-China for-
ces,” said a foreign ministry 
spokesman, Wang Wenbin. 
He accused critics of trying 
to “undermine Xinjiang’s 
stability and security and 
curb China’s development.” 

On Monday, Human Ri-
ghts Watch appealed to the 
U.N. Human Rights Com-
mission to investigate re-
ports of mass detention of 
Muslims, a crackdown on 
religious practices and other 
measures against minori-
ties. It said they amount to 
crimes against humanity as 
defined by the treaty that es-
tablished the International 
Criminal Court. 

More than 1 million peo-
ple have been confined to 

camps in Xinjiang, accor-
ding to foreign governments 
and researchers. Authorities 
there are accused of impo-
sing forced labor and birth 
controls. 

Beijing rejects complain-
ts of abuses and says the 
camps are for job training to 
support economic develo-
pment and combat Islamic 
radicalism. The government 
is pressing foreign clothing 
and shoe brands to reverse 
decisions to stop using co-
tton from Xinjiang due to 
reports of possible forced 
labor.

Wang accused news 
outlets of acting as a “louds-
peaker of lies and disinfor-
mation.”

China has denied the 
United Nations unfettered 
access to the region to in-
vestigate.

Wang called on foreign 
observers to “respect facts 
and truth” and to “stop the 
wrong practice of sprea-
ding disinformation about 
Xinjiang and making false 
statements at every turn.” 
MDT/AP
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The shot, which will be 
rolled out by Shanghai Fosun 

Pharmaceutical Group Co., 
is likely to be the first of the 

highly effective mRNA vaccines 
approved in mainland China

C
HINA is expected to 
approve BioNTech SE’s 
Covid-19 vaccine in 
June, according to the 

head of American Chamber of 
Commerce in Shanghai, Ker Gi-
bbs.

The Shanghai government has 
told the group, known as Am-
Cham, that it expects the shot to 
be approved “somewhere in the 
June time frame,” he said, citing a 
direct conversation with the Vice 
Mayor Zong Ming. “We think be-
fore July,” Gibbs said. “We’re not 
going to hold her to June 1 or 
June 30, but in that time frame is 
what we’re expecting.”

The shot, which will be rolled 
out by Shanghai Fosun Pharma-
ceutical Group Co., is likely to 
be the first of the highly effecti-
ve mRNA vaccines approved in 
mainland China. It’s availability 
will help alleviate supply shorta-
ges currently faced by the world’s 
most populous country, which 
has set a target of vaccinating 40% 
of the nation, or some 560 million 
people, by the end of June. 

LIMITED SUPPLY 
Supply shortfalls recently 

slowed the pace of China’s immu-
nization push, following an accele-
ration in late March that was spur-
red by Vice Premier Sun Chunlan’s 
call to ramp up a nationwide vacci-
nation campaign. An average of 3.5 

million shots a day have been gi-
ven for the past week, according to 
data released by the National Heal-
th Commission, while the country 
needs to administer more than 5.3 
million doses a day to meet its the 
June target.

With the supply bottleneck re-
maining a pressure point, autho-
rities have devised several ways 
to make vaccinations available 
to more people. Those measures 
include prioritizing distribution 
in densely populated and deve-
loped cities, and extending the 
interval between the two doses 

needed to achieve full immuni-
zation. 

Fosun secured the rights 
from BioNTech SE to exclusively 
develop and market the shot in 
mainland China, Hong Kong, 
Macau, and Taiwan. Pfizer Inc. 

sells the vaccine in other places. 
The messenger RNA vaccine 
works by delivering genetic ins-
tructions for making the virus’s 
spike protein inside healthy 
cells, which spurs an immune 
response. The mRNA shots have 
higher effectiveness rates than 
immunization from domestic 

makers, including those from 
Sinovac Biotech Ltd. and Si-
nopharm Group Co.

PRE-REGISTERING
Fosun indicated a price of 

roughly 1000 yuan ($154) for two 
doses in December, according to 
Gibbs, and they haven’t had fur-
ther talks about costs since then.

Some 40,000 people have ex-

pressed an interest in getting the 
BioNTech shot in an AmCham 
Shanghai survey, conducted to 
help Fosun pre-register people in 
the community. 

“We’re having ongoing con-
versations with Fosun and we 
have high confidence in their 
ability to efficiently distribute the 
vaccine once it’s approved,” Gi-
bbs said. BLOOMBERG 

COVID-19

Gov’t expected to approve BioNTech 
vaccine in June, AmCham says
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Russian troops have 
captured some outlying 
suburbs of Berlin at the 
beginning of what promi-
ses to be a bitter battle for 
control of the city. 

The Red Army approa-
ched the German capital 
from three directions, 
north, east and south-
-east. The northeastern suburb of Weissensee is the clo-
sest to the centre being only three miles away. 

The Nazi minister of propaganda, Josef Goebbels, has is-
sued a statement saying Berlin will be defended to the last. 

He said anyone who showed cowardice, hoisted the white 
flag or attempted sabotage would be treated as outlaws. 

The Germans are understood to be terrified of what might 
happen to them if Berlin falls into Soviet hands. Since 1941 
Nazi forces have laid waste to large parts of the Soviet Union. 

The Soviet troops under Marshal Georgi Zhukov are 
pushing towards Berlin from the north and east and Marshal 
Ivan Konev and his forces from the south. They are both 
keen to achieve the honour of capturing Berlin, the heart of 
the Nazi movement. 

American forces are also pushing towards Berlin from the 
west and are now said to be only hours away from joining up 
with Russian troops. 

Reports from Berlin say shells have begun to fall in the 
centre of the city. Correspondents say they have been fired 
from southern positions taking the Germans by surprise. 
They had been expecting Marshal Konev’s forces to press 
on towards Prague and Dresden. 

The Russian advance has been supported by its air force. 
Although the weather has been poor it has not stopped 
its low-level attack aircraft, the Stormoviks, sweeping the 
enemy lines and the improved Soviet dive-bombers are also 
halting counter-attacks. 

The final assault on Berlin began on the night of 15/16 
April when Soviet forces launched a powerful artillery barra-
ge against the German forces dug in west of the Oder River 
and to the east of the city in an area known as the Seelow 
Heights. 

A German military spokesman said they were attacking 
under what he called a permanent “air umbrella” with “fresh 
Soviet troops coming forward as though on a conveyor belt.” 

After two days of fighting and failing to make any signifi-
cant breakthrough at Seelow, however, Marshal Konev’s for-
ces were ordered south and Marshal Zhukov’s to the north 
thus bypassing the German 9th Army at Seelow and surrou-
nding Berlin.

Hitler is reported to have celebrated his birthday yesterday 
in his underground bunker in the city, cut off from the reality 
of the fighting above his head. 

Reports say Marshal Konev’s forces to the south of Berlin 
have taken more than 10,000 prisoners in the past four days. 
They also claim to have captured 96 aircraft and more than 
150 tanks and self-propelled guns. 

Marshal Zhukov’s troops, heading from the north and east, 
claim to have taken more than 13,000 prisoners. They have 
captured 60 aircraft and more than 100 tanks and self-pro-
pelled guns. 

But in their haste to capture Berlin many Soviet soldiers 
have also been killed and tanks lost. 

Courtesy BBC News

1945 Red ARmy enteRs
   outskiRts of BeRlin

In context

Hitler ordered a counter attack. But the Wehrmacht’s 9th 
Army was cut off by Marshall Konev’s forces in the forest 
south of Berlin, near the small town of Halbe. 
Over 50,000 soldiers and civilians died. Their bodies were left 
piled high beside the narrow paths in the forest. 
The Red Army meanwhile pressed on into the heart of Berlin. 
Zhukov’s and Konev’s troops were still racing to be first to 
capture the city and in their haste many lives appear to have 
been needlessly lost. 
Figures vary but one source says the battle for Berlin cost the 
Red Army some 70,000 troops. 
Hitler and his mistress Eva Braun committed suicide in his 
bunker on 30 April only hours after they were married. 

this day in history

Military says that 
Chad’s president 
killed on battlefield

Italy targets mid-May opening for 
tourism in bid to save sector

EDOUARD TAKADJI 
& KRISTA LARSON, 
N’DJAMENA

CHADIAN President 
Idriss Deby Itno, who 

ruled the central African 
nation for more than three 
decades, died yesterday 
of wounds suffered on the 
battlefield during a fight 
against rebels, the military 
announced on national te-
levision and radio.

The stunning announce-
ment came just hours after 
electoral officials had de-
clared Deby, 68, the winner 
of the April 11 presidential 
election, paving the way for 
him to stay in power for six 
more years.

JOHN FOLLAIN & FLAVIA 
ROTONDI

ITALY is aiming to open 
the country to tourists in 

mid-May, pledging a range 
of measures to protect visi-
tors from the coronavirus 
as it scrambles to rescue a 
sector devastated by lock-
downs and restrictions on 
movement.

As part of the race to get 
the industry back on its 
feet, the Rome-based go-
vernment will introduce 
so-called vaccine passports 
earlier than the rest of the 

An 18-month transitional 
council will be led by Deby’s 
37-year-old son, Mahamat 
Idriss Deby Itno, the mili-
tary said, also imposing a 
nightly curfew of 6 p.m.

“In the face of this wor-
rying situation, the people 
of Chad must show their 
attachment to peace, to sta-
bility, and to national cohe-
sion,” Gen. Azem Berman-
doa Agouma said.

The circumstances of 
Deby’s death could not im-
mediately be independently 
confirmed due to the remo-
te location of the fighting.

The military said Deby 
had taken “the heroic lead in 
combat operations against 
terrorists who had come 

European Union, Tourism 
Minister Massimo Gara-
vaglia said in an interview. 
“Conditions are right to 
start the summer season on 
May 15,” said Garavaglia, a 
53-year-old lawmaker from 
the rightist League, Italy’s 
most popular party.

Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi is under pressure 
to salvage tourism, which 
accounts for 13% of Italy’s 
economic output. Tourist 
arrivals plunged globally 
by three quarters last year, 
generating losses worth 
2% of GDP and putting 100 

from Libya.” After being 
wounded in battle, he then 
was taken to the capital, the 
general announced.

However, some foreign 
observers questioned how 
a head of state could have 
been killed, saying it cast 
doubt on his protective 
guard. The Chadian military 
had only acknowledged five 
deaths in weekend fighting 
in which it said it had killed 
300 rebels.

“We still don’t have the 
whole story,” Laith Alkhouri, 
a global intelligence adviser, 
told The Associated Press. 
“It raises concerns regar-
ding the security forces’ as-
sessment of the clashes and 
their intelligence regarding 

million jobs at risk, accor-
ding to a report earlier this 
month.

The Draghi government 
hopes to introduce its ver-
sion of the EU’s planned 
“digital green certificates” 
through a decree as early as 
this week, Garavaglia said, 
and is planning “Covid-
-free” rail service to some 
90 destinations, with man-
datory pre-boarding swabs 
for passengers.

Checkpoints at popular 
tourist spots are another 
option. “In Venice they’re 
studying solutions to help 

tourists enter, perhaps 
through checks, at the few 
entry points to the city,” 
Garavaglia said.

The government is also 
planning to earmark more 
than 1.7 billion euros ($2.1 
billion) in support for busi-
nesses and workers who’ve 
lost revenue because of the 
pandemic, Garavaglia said, 
and foresees financial tools 
including mini-bonds to 
allow businesses to group 
together to seek funding 
for structural works on 
hotels and restaurants. 
BLOOMBERG

the severity of the situa-
tion.”

Other analysts pointed 
to Deby’s long history of 
visiting the battlefield as a 
former army commander-
-in-chief himself.

“There’s no evidence 
to suggest this was a coup 
committed by his troops. 
Anyone who follows Deby 
knows he used to say ‘to 
lead troops you have to 
smell the gunpowder,’” 
tweeted Cameron Hudson 
with the Atlantic Council’s 
Africa Center.

Deby first came to power 
in 1990 when his rebel for-
ces overthrew then-Presi-
dent Hissene Habre, who 
was later convicted of hu-
man rights abuses at an in-
ternational tribunal in Se-
negal. 

Over the years Deby had 
survived numerous armed 
rebellions and managed 
to stay in power until this 
latest insurgency led by a 
group calling itself the Front 
for Change and Concord in 
Chad.

The rebels are believed 
to have armed and trained 
in neighboring Libya before 
crossing into northern Chad 
on April 11. Their arrival 
came on the same day that 
Chad’s president sought a 
sixth term on election day, 
which several top opposi-
tion candidates boycotted.

Deby was a major Fren-
ch ally in the fight against 
Islamic extremism in Afri-
ca, hosting the base for the 
French military’s Operation 
Barkhane and supplying cri-
tical troops to the peacekee-
ping effort in northern Mali.

Deby’s son, Mahamat, has 
served as a top commander 
for Chadian forces taking 
part in that effort. AP
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omACROSS 1- Honshu port; 6- Balls; 11- Kung ___ chicken; 14- Well-known; 

15- Low life?; 16- Richards of Texas; 17- Money spent; 18- ___, I’m Adam; 
19- Actress Ruby; 20- Lens holders; 22- Everyday; 24- Roof item; 28- Debt 
that remains unpaid; 30- Eye membrane; 31- Sigh; 32- Fiddled; 33- Crackle; 
37- Self starter?; 38- Ostentatious; 39- It’s for two, in song; 40- Sleuth; 43- 
Ascends; 45- Glove material; 46- Give in; 47- Ostrich or emu; 49- Male donkey; 
50- Dimensions; 51- Jury member; 52- Frequently; 53- Like helium; 56- Turn 
over; 61- Bar order; 62- Tag line?; 63- Inuit dwelling; 64- VCR button; 65- Plant 
problem; 66- Spoil;
 
DOWN: 1- Lennon’s lady; 2- Former coin of France; 3- ABA member; 4- Frat 
party staple; 5- Decked out; 6- Type of ray; 7- Latin lesson word; 8- Spearheaded; 
9- Attorney’s org.; 10- Warrior of feudal Japan; 11- “The Taming of the Shrew” 
setting; 12- Lend ___; 13- Like Nash’s 
lama; 21- One ___ million; 23- Posted; 
24- Was Hamlet; 25- Snare; 26- 
Rendezvous; 27- Hydrocarbon ending; 
28- ___ having fun yet?; 29- Fibrous; 31- 
Orchard; 33- Reproach; 34- Puzzled; 35- 
Mall frequenters; 36- Bridge positions; 
38- Keep it, to an editor; 41- Ferrara 
family; 42- Style of cooking; 43- New 
member; 44- Class; 46- ___ Dawn Chong; 
47- Long arm; 48- Nahuatl speaker; 49- 
Volkswagen model; 50- Go sky-high; 51- 
Prissy; 54- Silent assent; 55- Hot time 
in Paris; 57- Links org.; 58- Biblical high 
priest; 59- Tours turndown; 60- Speck;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
How often does the universe 
give you a day off, Aries? 
Wednesday’s skies are notably 
absent of  cosmic action - giving 
you full permission to make it 
what you will.

Apr. 20-May. 20
The lack of  cosmic connections 
renders a low activity day all 
around, so use this energy to 
catch up on rest and refresh your 
living space. You’re likely to be in 
a homebody, family-focused...

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
As a Gemini, you were born to 
share your perspective. That 
concept of  communication is key 
today, as the theatrical Leo moon 
urges you to express yourself  in 
some shape or form.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
The moon floats through 
ambitious Leo, lacking connection 
to any other planets. Thus, it’s a 
great day to focus on small efforts, 
maintenance, and projects that 
are already under way.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You deserve the pampering you 
crave, Leo. The moon meanders 
through your sign all day, making 
no cosmic connections to other 
planets. This creates a low 
energy, low activity sort of  day.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Take the day off from any major 
responsibilities in whatever way feels 
feasible and try to focus on activities 
that rejuvenate you. The following 
days will demand ample energy, so 
let yourself  peacefully recover today.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Luna finds herself  lacking 
any real cosmic connection, 
making it a low-activity day all 
around. Focus on your inner 
circle and let the rest fall into 
place!

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Luna finds herself  without any 
cosmic connections, which renders 
the day as one with low energy 
and low activity. It’s best to stick 
to small efforts or maintenance on 
projects that are already underway.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
The moon floats through enthusiastic 
Leo all day, pointing your focus 
towards the big-picture perspective of  
your life while simultaneously stirring 
your need for refreshing travel and 
education opportunities.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
The moon floats through self-
aware Leo, helping you tap into 
the deepest parts of  your psyche 
to address untold relationship 
stories. Aim to confide in 
someone you trust today.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
There’s work to be tackled under 
Wednesday’s skies, Pisces. Yet, the 
low energy atmosphere offered 
up today’s cosmic landscape 
makes it difficult to plow ahead 
with your initial plans. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The cosmos is working to point your 
attention towards those special one-on-
ones today, as the moon floats through 
your opposite sign of  dramatic Leo. 
Luna’s lack of  cosmic connections 
makes for a low-key day all around.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Sands China organises national security exhibition tour for staff

MGM  recently held the an-
nual “Haircut and Health Day 
for Senior Buddies” at MGM 
Cotai’s Ballroom, providing 
complimentary health consul-
tation and haircut service to 
more than 300 senior citizens. 

Nearly 40 Sands China 
team members, including 
senior management from 
various departments, re-
cently participated in a tour 
of the 2021 National Securi-
ty Education Exhibition  at 

MGM holds the 11th ‘Health Day for Senior Buddies’
live out the message of social 
inclusion. 

The philanthropic event has 
served a total of over 2,100 
senior citizens in the past 11 
years, MGM stated. 

As in years past, the gaming 
operator invited medical prac-
titioners from Chinese Medi-
cine Association of Macau to 
introduce the basic techni-
ques of Chinese massage for 
the senior citizens. They also 
gave away three different 
kinds of nutrient soup accor-
ding to the physical condition 
of each individual. 

MGM Golden Lion Hairdres-
sing Team members on the 
other hand provided com-
plimentary haircuts to about 
100 senior citizens.

members’ awareness of sa-
feguarding national security 
and to cultivate the spirit of 
“Loving the Motherland and 
Loving Macau,” according to 
a statement issued by the 
gaming operator.  

“Sands China was very 
pleased to be able to arran-
ge a visit to this exhibition for 
our team members for the 
third time, so that they could 
gain a more comprehensive 
understanding of the impor-
tance of national security,” 
said Wilfred Wong, president 
of Sands China Ltd. 

Sands China had also orga-
nised a team member visit to 
the first and second National 
Security Education Exhibi-
tions in 2018 and 2019.

In addition to fulfilling its ple-
dge to enhance physical and 
mental well-being of seniors, 
MGM put on a music and 
dance performance by MGM 
volunteers and students of 
Caritas de Macau School to 

the Complex of Commer-
ce and Trade Co-operation 
Platform for China and Por-
tuguese-speaking Coun-
tries.

The aims of the activi-
ty were to increase team 

TESLA INC. looks to be co-
ming under increasing pres-

sure in China with two govern-
ment entities firing off missives 
about the company’s behavior 
and treatment of its customers 
in a single day.

The trouble started early yes-
terday when China’s state-run 
Xinhua news agency released a 
piece that said the quality of Tes-
la’s electric vehicles must meet 
market expectations in order to 
win consumers’ trust. The Palo 
Alto, California-based company 
should address consumer he-
sitationover purchasing its cars 
after issues ranging from mal-
functioning brakes to blazes 
during the vehicles’ charging 
emerged, the article said.

A few hours later, the Com-
mission for Political and Legal 
Affairs of the Communist Par-
ty of China Central Committee 
weighed in, posting a commen-
tary on its WeChat account that 
said the automaker should res-
pect Chinese consumers and 
comply with local laws and re-
gulations. Making an effort to 
find the cause of problems and 
improve features is something 
any responsible business should 
do, and Tesla hasn’t done that, 
the Communist Party body that 
oversees China’s police, prose-
cutors and courts said.

The blowback would appear 
to stem from an embarrassing 
incident Tesla faced on Mon-
day at the Shanghai Auto Show, 
one of the world’s premier car 
events. An angry protester clim-
bed on top of one of its display 
vehicles shouting that her car’s 
brakes had lost control. She was 
live-streaming earlier from near 
Tesla’s booth before staging her 

protest, which was captured by 
scores of onlookers who then 
uploaded the footage to the in-
ternet, helping it to go viral on 
social media. Tesla’s booth at the 
show yesterday had a noticeably 
increased security presence.

The woman, a Tesla owner 
from Henan, “is widely known 
for having repeatedly protes-
ted against Tesla’s brake issue,” 
the company said on Monday, 
adding that it will work on so-
lutions but “never compromi-
se against unreasonable de-
mands.” She will be detained for 
five days, local police said.

Tesla didn’t immediately res-
pond to a request for comment 
yesterday.

A female Tesla owner climbed 
on top of a car’s roof at the Tesla 
booth to protest her car’s brake 

malfunction at the Shanghai 
auto show Monday. The booth 
beefed up its security after the 
incident.  

The unwanted publicity co-
mes at an uncomfortable time 
for Tesla, which since it broke 
ground on its Gigafactory in 
Shanghai in early 2019 has en-
joyed a dream run in China, 
receiving all-important su-
pport from the government 
and appearing to skirt the ten-
sions between Washington D.C. 
and Beijing. The world’s biggest 
maker of EVs has extracted perks 
other international companies 
have struggled to obtain in Chi-
na, the No. 1 global EV market, 
including tax breaks, cheap 
loans and permission to wholly 
own its domestic operations.

But over the past month, Tes-

la has had to defend the way it 
handles data in China and had 
its cars banned from military 
complexes because of concer-
ns about sensitive informa-
tion being collected by cameras 
built into the vehicles. After that 
order, Chief Executive Officer 
Elon Musk strenuously denied 
the company would ever use a 
car’s technology for spying and 
Tesla’s Beijing unit said cameras 
that are built into its EVs aren’t 
activated outside of North Ame-
rica.

Tesla has been called out by 
Chinese regulators over quality 
and safety issues before, inclu-
ding battery fires and abnormal 
acceleration. In early February, it 
was forced into issuing a public 
apology to China’s state grid af-
ter a video purportedly showed 

staff blaming an overload in the 
national electricity network for 
damage to a customer’s vehicle.

Tesla’s China honeymoon 
appears to be coming to an end 
at a time the U.S. automaker is 
facing increasing competition 
from a slew of younger, cashed 
up local EV players like the U.S.-
-listed Nio Inc. and Xpeng Inc., 
which also enjoy the support of 
municipal governments. Their 
presence at this year’s Shanghai 
Auto Show was telling, with their 
large, shiny booths oversha-
dowing exhibits from some of 
the more traditional carmakers.

For all the hype over these 
newer entrants, however, Tes-
las remain hugely popular in 
China, the world’s biggest car 
market for conventional auto-
mobiles as well. A record 34,714 
China-built and imported Tes-
las were registered in the coun-
try in March, almost double the 
18,155 registrations in February, 
when the week long Lunar New 
Year holiday slowed sales, and 
almost triple the number a year 
earlier, when the nation was in 
the grip of coronavrius lock-
downs.

The pushback against Tesla 
comes as other Western brands 
also face greater scrutiny and 
become ensnared in geopo-
litics. Swedish clothing giant 
Hennes & Mauritz AB was ear-
lier criticized by state entities 
for an old statement on its we-
bsite about forced labor in the 
contentious Chinese region of 
Xinjiang, while there has been 
a marked increase in natio-
nalism among some Chinese 
consumers, with campaigns 
to buy local brands gathering 
pace.  MDT/BLOOMBERG

AUTOMOBILE

Tesla disquiet in China mounts 
after embarrassing driver protest
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Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry (left) goes up for a shot past Philadelphia 
76ers’ Seth Curry during the first half of an NBA basketball game

BASKETBALL

Curry hits 10 3s, scores 49 
in Warriors’ win in Philly
DAN GELSTON, PHILADELPHIA

S
TEPHEN Curry stripped off 
his No. 30 jersey and han-
ded stuffed duffle bags full of 
memorabilia to a Delaware 

state trooper who  stopped in full 
uniform to shoot hoops on the play-
ground with neighborhood kids.

“That’s Curry! That’s Curry!” 
one kid yelled after Joshua Morris 
shot a long 3.

Curry put on a 3-point specta-
cle in Philly worthy of the trooper’s 
own effort.

Curry hit 10 3-pointers and sco-
red 49 points to extend his sizzling 
stretch, leading the Golden State 
Warriors to a 107-96 victory over 
the Philadelphia 76ers on Monday 
night.

Morris later gifted the kid on the 
video — he called him his “hype 
man” — a pair of Curry’s baske-
tball sneakers. The video caught 
Curry’s attention and he invited 
Morris and guests to the game. 
Curry  posed for pictures after the 
game and walked back to the lo-

cker room without a shirt.
“He’s an amazing story [...] with 

the little kid that was hyping him 
up,” Curry said. “I had to show him 
some love. The love he showed the 
young man and just the founda-
tion of impact that he shared. It’s 
pretty impressive.”

Curry wasn’t so bad himself.
Curry’s 3 that tied the game at 

86-all gave him 11 straight games 
with 30 or more points, topping 
Kobe Bryant for the most by any 
player 33 or older. Curry, who tur-
ned 33 last month, also has the 
longest 30-point game streak by a 
Warriors player since Wilt Cham-
berlain in 1964.

Curry had his fifth 40-point 
game in April and topped Bryant 
and Michael Jordan for most 
40-point games in a month by a 
player 33 or older.

He buried 3s late in the fourth 
to whisk the Warriors past the top 
team in the Eastern Conference. Joel 
Embiid, who scored 28 for the 76ers, 
threw the ball away late and Andrew 
Wiggins scored on the other end to 

put away the game.
The Sixers played without All-

-Star Ben Simmons (illness) and 
starting forward Tobias Harris (20.5 
points; sore right knee). 

The Curry brothers went head-
-to-head — yes, in the City of Bro-
therly Love — in a spirited show-
down from the opening minutes 
when Seth buried a 3 over his si-
bling. Steph answered with a tough 
3 at the end of the first quarter and 
had 20 points at the half.

Even for Curry, his recent stret-
ch of sensational shooting ranked 
among the best of his career. He 
averaged 43.8 points (.573 FG%, 
.545 3P%, .906 FT%), 5.8 rebounds 
and 5.0 assists in four games last 
week. Curry even shook off an in-
jured left ankle that he turned in 
Saturday’s game against Boston to 
torch the 76ers.

“There’s something beautiful 
about it. It really is an art,” Warriors 
coach Steve Kerr said. “What he’s 
doing is amazing to watch. Nobody 
in the history of this game has ever 
done what he’s doing right now.”

In the history of the game?
Sixers coach Doc Rivers agreed, 

even insisting in an argument 
with his older brother in Chicago 
that Curry’s season rivals anything 
Jordan ever accomplished.

“I don’t know if I’ve ever seen 
anything like the run he’s on,” Ri-
vers said. “I guarantee you there’s 
no one that has scored [points] in 
the way he has.” 

Wiggins scored 16 points and 
Kevon Looney grabbed a career-
-high 15 rebounds.

Seth Curry scored 15 points 
and Danny Green hit four 3s for 
12 points. Embiid had 13 rebou-
nds and was 11 of 14 from the free 
throw line.

“He’s really a unique force in 

the league today,” Kerr said.
Curry showed he was still the 

best player on the court. Golden 
State’s 29-29 record could keep 
Curry from MVP consideration 
but the franchise’s career leading 
scorer — who hit at least 10 3s for 
the sixth time this season — is still 
one of the best in the league. 

FAMILY AFFAIR
Doc Rivers is both coach and 

father-in-law to Seth Curry. Rivers 
laughed when he said that he sees 
retired NBA star Del Curry more 
than any other member of the 
family. Rivers said when he visi-
ted his granddaughter on Sunday, 
Steph Curry also was there to see 
his niece. MDT/AP
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EU Experts at the European 
Medicines Agency are 
preparing to present 
the conclusions of their 
investigation into possible 
links between the Johnson 
& Johnson coronavirus 
vaccine and very rare 
cases of unusual clotting 
disorders detected in 
the U.S. Last week, J&J 
halted its European rollout 
of its one-dose vaccine 
after the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration 
recommended officials 
pause its use while the 
rare blood clot cases are 
examined. 

Greece has vowed to expand 
military cooperation with 
traditional NATO allies as well 
as Middle Eastern powers in a 
race to modernize its armed 
forces and face its militarily 
assertive neighbor Turkey. 
Prime Minister Kyriakos 
Mitsotakis visited an air 
base in southern Greece to 
attend multinational military 
exercises joined by fighter 
jets from the United States, 
France, Israel, Spain and the 
United Arab Emirates.

Germany Armin Laschet, 
the governor of the 
country’s most populous 
state, emerged victorious 
yesterday from a bruising 
power struggle and 
became the candidate of 
Angela Merkel’s center-
right bloc to succeed the 
longtime chancellor in 
the country’s September 
election. Laschet, 60, now 
faces another big battle: 
to connect with voters and 
win over frustrated fellow 
conservatives who backed 
his more popular rival, Markus 
Soeder.

Netherlands A group of 46 
nations called yesterday 
on member states of the 
global chemical weapons 
watchdog to diplomatically 
rebuke Syria for using toxic 
gas and nerve agents in the 
country’s decade-long civil 
war. French Ambassador Luis 
Vassy proposed stripping 
Syria of its voting rights at the 
annual meeting of members 
of the Organization for the 
Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons.

Navalny’s doctors prevented from 
seeing him at prison clinic

Several doctors were prevented yesterday from seeing Russian 
opposition leader Alexei Navalny in a prison hospital after his 
three-week hunger strike and prosecutors detailed a sweeping, 
new case against his organization.

Navalny was transferred Sunday from a penal colony east of 
Moscow to a prison hospital in Vladimir, a city 180 kilometers east 
of the capital after his lawyers and associates said his condition 
has dramatically worsened.

Reports about Navalny’s rapidly deteriorating health have drawn 

international outrage.
His personal physician, Dr. Anastasia Vasilyeva, led three other 

medical experts to try to visit Navalny at the prison clinic and the 
IK-3 prison in the city of Vladimir. They were denied entry after 
waiting for hours outside the gates.

Navalny, who is Russian President Vladimir Putin’s most adamant 
opponent, has been on a hunger strike since March 31 to protest 
the prison officials’ refusal to let his doctors visit him and provide 
adequate treatment for his back pains and numbness in his legs.

OPINION
World Views
 David Fickling, MDT/Bloomberg
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The pandemic will be 
more deadly this year 

Covid-19 is going to kill more people in 2021 than 
it did last year. If you want to see why, look at what’s 
happening in India.

Cases have been surging in the country of 1.37 
billion people. On Sunday alone, 261,500 new in-
fections were recorded. That’s as bad as the U.S. 
during all but the worst five days of the pandemic in 
December and early January. Case counts are rising 
far more quickly, too. Average infection numbers 
over the past seven days have run at nearly three 
times the level two weeks ago, a pace of growth that 
the U.S. last saw in the early days of the outbreak a 
year ago. 

The real numbers may be yet higher. The city of 
Bhopal used Covid-19 protocols to cremate or bury 
84 people last Tuesday, according to the Hindustan 
Times, while declaring only five Covid deaths. The 
B.1.617 variant, which isn’t well understood yet, has 
features associated with higher infection rates and 
lower antibody resistance. It’s turning up in more 
than half of viral samples taken in India.

As caseloads push medical facilities toward capa-
city, the health system itself is starting to crack. Vac-
cine stocks, hospital beds and even oxygen su-
pplies are running short, leading to bitter argumen-
ts between the states and the federal government. In 
some places, the dead are being transported by tru-
ck because cities have run out of hearses. Elsewhe-
re, crematoria have started to break down because 
of the sheer number of bodies being burned. The 
government Monday promised to open up vaccines 
to all people over the age of 18.

If things don’t change soon, the country will be fa-
cing 3,000 deaths a day — twice its current level, and 
10 times what was being seen through most of this 
year — Bhramar Mukherjee, a biostatistician at the 
University of Michigan, wrote last week.

Worse may be to come. The Kumbh Mela, a Hindu 
pilgrimage festival that’s normally the largest mass 
gathering on earth, is now underway on the banks 
of the Ganges, attended by an estimated 3.5 million 
people. That’s well down on the numbers in a nor-
mal year, and even Modi, far too late, urged over the 
weekend that the event be purely “symbolic” rather 
than physical. Still, it’s far above the mere thousands 
allowed to other mass events like last year’s Hajj in 
Saudi Arabia and Arbaeen pilgrimage in Iraq.

Even held outdoors, such events carry a profou-
nd risk of spreading the most infectious variants to 
every corner of the country.

Hitherto, the coronavirus has mostly hit the rela-
tively affluent, urbanized parts of the country that 
are best able to cope with it, such as the southern 
states of Kerala and Karnataka, the capital Delhi, 
and Maharashtra, home to Mumbai. If the Kumbh 
Mela seeds it in rural districts, where the majority 
of India’s population lives, the death toll could be 
higher still.

There’s a lesson in this for the world. The 1.2 
million people who’ve died from Covid so far this 
year already represent about two-thirds of the 1.8 
million fatalities in 2020. Yet people are  behaving 
as if it’s already over. That’s removing the sense of 
unified urgency that led many nations to make such 
strides in turning around the pandemic last year.

Vaccine supplies for the richest (and, thanks to 
global initiatives, poorest) countries are relatively 
ample. Yet those for middle-income nations, whe-
re the majority of the planet’s population lives, are 
grossly inadequate, blocked by restrictive patent 
rules. India, with one of the world’s largest pharma-
ceutical industries, is far better placed than most 
midsize economies to cope, but even it is crumbling 
under the strain.

The more people infected in emerging countries 
while the rest of the world looks away, the more 
opportunities Covid-19 will have to develop into 
fresh strains and prolong this death and misery. We 
must do better. The globe is still under attack, but 
our defenses are in disarray.

[Abridged]

DANICA KIRKA, LONDON

NOW that the Royal Fa-
mily has said farewell 

to Prince Philip, attention 
will turn to Queen Elizabe-
th II’s 95th birthday today 
and, in coming months, the 
celebrations marking her 70 
years on the throne.

This combination of 
events is reminding the Uni-
ted Kingdom that the reign 
of the queen, the only mo-
narch most of her subjects 
have ever known, is finite. 
That has triggered specula-
tion about how long she will 
remain on the throne, what 
the monarchy will look like 
in the future and, for some, 
even whether it should con-
tinue to exist.

“The queen is certainly 
moving now into the twili-
ght of her reign and a new 
phase of her reign,’’ said 
Anna Whitelock, director of 
the Centre for the Study of 
Modern Monarchy at Royal 
Holloway, University of Lon-
don. “She now is a widow, 
and it remains to be seen 
how she’s going to respond 
to that.’’

While most observers 
say the queen is unlikely to 
abdicate given her lifelong 
commitment to public ser-
vice, she has already started 
to turn over more respon-
sibilities to Prince Charles, 
72, her eldest son. That pro-
cess is likely to accelerate 
following Philip’s death.

Charles’ increased role 
began gradually, when the 
queen began cutting back 
on long-haul flights, re-
sulting in Charles taking 
her place at a 2013 Com-
monwealth Heads of Gover-

nment meeting in Sri Lanka. 
Then in 2017, he repre-

sented the queen at the 
annual Remembrance Day 
ceremony marking the end 
of World War I, laying the 
monarch’s wreath at the 
foot of the Cenotaph in Lon-
don. It was the first time the 
queen hadn’t performed the 
solemn ritual, other than 
when she was pregnant or 
out of the country.

Since then, Charles has 
taken on an increasing 
number of public engage-
ments and been named 
the queen’s designated suc-
cessor as head of the Com-
monwealth, a voluntary as-
sociation of 54 nations with 
links to the British Empire.

 “Symbolically, the transi-
tion towards the succession 
is already underway,” said 
Ed Owens, a historian and 
author of “The Family Firm, 
Monarchy, Mass Media and 
the British Public 1932-53.” 

“I anticipate that we’re 
going to see a lot more of 
Prince Charles in the next 
couple of years so that we, 
as a people, start to see him 
in his future role as king.”

For now, the longest ser-
ving monarch in British his-
tory continues to reign. But 
she will do so without Phi-
lip, the man the queen cal-
led her “strength and stay,” 
a source of emotional su-
pport in her often lonely job.

Her loss was undersco-
red by Saturday’s funeral at 
St. George’s Chapel on the 
grounds of Windsor Castle, 
where the figure of a widow 
in black sitting alone offered 
a glimpse of the next solitary 
phase of the queen’s reign.

“Constitutionally, Prin-

ce Philip’s death doesn’t 
change anything. But, of 
course, at a time when the 
queen is approaching her 
95th birthday, she’s vulne-
rable and aging,’’ Whitelock 
said. “Clearly, Prince Philip’s 
death has begun this tran-
sition to the future and the 
beginning of the end of this 
phase of monarchy.”

Questions about the end 
of the queen’s reign will 
also fuel the debate over 
the long-term future of the 
monarchy, seen by many as 
a symbol of national unity 
but by others as an obsolete 
vestige of the nation’s feudal 
history.

The BBC received more 
than 100,000 complaints 
about its decision to pre-
-empt popular TV programs 
for round-the-clock covera-
ge of Prince Philip’s death, 
the most it has ever received 
about a single program-
ming decision.

And while there is enor-
mous respect for the queen, 
the same isn’t necessarily 
true for Charles and other 
members of the royal fa-
mily, said Graham Smith, 
chief executive of Republic, 
which campaigns to replace 
the monarchy with an elec-
ted head of state.

Philip’s death “serves as a 
reminder to an awful lot of 
people, who on the whole 
don’t think much about the 
monarchy from one day to 
the next, that change is co-
ming,” Smith told the Ex-
press newspaper.

The queen’s reign began 
with the death of her father, 
King George VI, on Feb. 6, 
1952. She was formally crow-
ned on June 2, 1953. MDT/AP

Queen enters 
‘twilight’ of reign 
after farewell to Philip
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