| 74 4 MacauDally mrsasss o
E
Q
A I -
l Yt E.A. R.S l E {Electmmcﬁ
=
= = I 3
A-CHANGIN :
ool e RS
ﬁ[)'ﬁ"r,ai;é E&? :'E H_l Us FOUNDER & PUBLISHER Kowie Geldenhuys EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Paulo Coutinho www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
8 MONDAY T2z A ‘é MOP 8.00 || Il 11
z 26Apr2021 i, HKD 10.00 "2305"4271
CHINA'S VICE PREMIER HAS CALLED GRAND LlSBOA PAL ACE A REPATRIATION FLIGHT TO NEPAL TOOK
ON MACAU TO MAKE A CONCERTED HOME SOME 45 STRANDED NEPALESE,
EFFORT IN ORGANIZING THE 2021 To RECEIVE OPERATING INDIAN AND BHUTANESE WHO HAVE BEEN
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS PERMIT SOON: SJM STRANDED IN THE CITY DUE TO COVID-19
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Irag's Interior Ministry said - N e
yesterday that 82 people ¥ I _‘} F
died and 110 were injured

in a catastrophic fire that =
broke outin the intensive
care unit of a Baghdad
hospital tending to severe
coronavirus patients.
Negligence on the part

of hospital authorities

has been blamed for the
fire, whichiinitial reports
suggest was caused

when an oxygen cylinder
explodedin the ward of Ibn
al-Khatib hospital. Irag's
prime minister fired key
hospital officials hours after
the catastrophic incident.

AP PHOTO
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Secretary for Security
Wong Sio Chak called

rsgniames | hasfal U\ W for improvements in
iamoncory secioren | e - NN 841 the security operation
June. Prime Minister Nikol - . ot AN

Pashinyan announced

the June 20 elections last
month to try to resolve
political tensions that arose
after last year's defeat
ina war with Azerbaijan.
Under a cease-fire signed
by Pashinyan, Armenia
ceded large swaths of
territory in and around the
Nagorno-Karabakh region
of Azerbaijan.

following the
Crystal Fish drill
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Australia On another
Anzac Day turned
lonesome by the global
pandemic, solitary actions
showed all the more how
the sacrifices of Australia
and New Zealand during
World War | are far from
forgotten. While global
attention turned at dawn
yesterday to the beaches
of Turkey's Gallipoli

where the two emerging

countries crafted a sense G LAP E N G
of nationhood from the

horrors of war in April 1915,
all along the frontline in BA‘ K IN
Europe, small ceremonies

highlighted gratitude for

the so-called Anzac troops
over a century after the war

ended.

More on backpage aP2
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BRIBERY CONVICT NG LAP SENG BACK IN MACAU

HONEY TSANG

G Lap Seng, the local

real estate tycoon con-
victed of bribery, was gran-
ted early release from prison
in the U.S., and was confir-
med to have returned to Ma-
cau on Wednesday, April 21,
a source who wishes to stay
anonymous has told the Ti-
mes.

The Times contacted the
Public Security Police Force
last Friday and is waiting for
their confirmation regarding
Ng’s current whereabouts.

As Ng has returned to
Macau from the U.S., he
should be observing man-
datory quarantine in one of
the designated facilities in
Macau for 21 days, and un-
dergoing self-health mana-
gement measures for at least
seven days.

ELECTIONS 2021

Ex-New Macau member Scott Chiang
likely to run with Ng Kuok Cheong

NCUMBENT lawmaker

Anténio Ng  Kuok
Cheong hinted yesterday
on his social media pla-
tform about a possible
partnership with previous
New Macau Association
(ANM) member Scott
Chiang Meng Hin in the
upcoming parliamentary
election.

For two days in a row,
the lawmaker has made
posts on his social media
platform with pictures de-
picting the ex-ANM mem-
ber speaking or helping
at his nomination kiosks
across the city.

Captions to the pho-
tographs typed by the
lawmaker were ambi-
guous. Ng referred to
his team, among them
Chiang, as “brave youths,”
but did not explicitly as-
cribe to Chiang any posi-
tion or title.

The most explicit post
came with a picture of
Ng's wife, Kong Son Mei,
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“He was chatting all the
time, laughing and com-
plaining at the same time,” a
guest, who had checked into
the same quarantine hotel
as Ng, revealed to the Times.

Earlier on March 18 (lo-
cal time), a U.S. District Ju-
dge Vernon Broderick gave
permission for Ng to be re-
leased from prison early on
compassionate grounds due
to his deteriorating health.

The exemption was sanc-
tioned as, Broderick explai-
ned, it would be safer for Ng
to stay in Macau than in a
Pennsylvanian prison, whe-
re hundreds of Covid-19 ca-
ses have been reported.

In 2017, Ng, Macau’s real
estate tycoon, was senten-
ced to four years’ imprison-
ment for bribing two United
Nations (UN) ambassadors.
The bribe was intended to

ensure the construction of
a multibillion-dollar con-
ference center in Macau
to host the annual United
Nations Global South-Sou-
th Development Expo and
other events.

Ng had been serving a
four-year term at a Pennsyl-
vania prison in the U.S.

Previous news repor-
ts stated that Ng would be
flying to Macau after he is
fully vaccinated with two
doses of the Covid-19 vacci-
ne. However, the exact date
for him to land in Macau
had not been specified.

It is said that Ng has been
suffering from diabetes. He
was originally scheduled to
be released from prison on
December 23 this year.

Ng is the founder of Ma-
cau-based real estate deve-
loper Sun Kian Ip Group.

BLOOMBERG

who expressed support
for Chiang being the

number-one candidate
on Ng's list. Kong descri-
bed Chiang as wise, brave,
pragmatic and realistic.

Kong has normally run
with Ng as the last candi-
date on his list.

When asked about the
speculation, Chiang did
not offer a direct answer.
He has neither admitted
to nor denied the spe-

Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,

4 MacauDaily s=rsawsa®

Timeé

culation. Nonetheless, “I
think one won'’t be at fault
if [they] just assume I ad-
mitted so,” Chiang said to
the Times.

In previous years,
Chiang has been a full-ti-
me househusband, only
writing column articles
occasionally for multiple
media organizations in
and out of Macau. Most of
the time he has posted on
social media about gro-

cery shopping and price
comparisons, as well as
recipes.

Some social media
users were pondering
whether Chiang’s wife,
who seldom appears in
the public eye, would run
as the last candidate on
the list, similar to the pre-
vious practice of Kong.

Chiang brushed off this
speculation, hinting that
it would be unlikely. AL
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10 RETURNEES SENT
TO CLINICAL CENTRE

IN COLOANE

total of 10 residen-
ts who returned from
Nepal to the SAR were sent
to the Public Health Cli-
nical Centre in Coloane
for quarantine after five of
them tested positive for Co-
vid-19 antibodies.
According to a state-
ment issued yesterday, the
Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination
Centre explained that one
resident’s nucleic acid test
was unclear. The other four
residents, who also tested
positive for antibodies, tes-

td negative on their nucleic
acid tests. Another test will
be conducted today.

10 of them arrived in the
city via a chartered flight.

From today, residents re-
turning to Macau who have
been to Nepal and Brazil
within 28 days prior to en-
tering the SAR will have to
undergo a 28-day quaranti-
ne period, according to the
centre. Upon completion
of the quarantine, there is
no need for an additional
seven-day self-health ma-
nagement. LV
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CRYSTAL FISH 2021

Security chief identifies
five aspects to improve

RENATO MARQUES

HE Joint Civil Protec-
tion Operations Centre
held a typhoon drill on
Saturday — codenamed
“Crystal Fish 2021” — to test the
operation capacity of the Civil
Protection system ahead of the
typhoon season.
After the drill, the Secretary
for Security and Commander
of Joint Civil Protection Opera-

tions, Wong Sio Chak, noted five
aspects to be improved in the
operation of the security forces.
He also noted changes to opera-
tions to be made by other gover-
nmental and non-governmental
entities that comprise the Civil
Protection structure.

In his remarks, Wong noted
that members of the civil protec-
tion structure should act quickly
and be able to promptly activate
the Civil Protection Operations

Center (COPC), noting that a real
emergency requires an imme-
diate response.

Another aspect that Wong
wants to see improved is the ca-
pacity to observe and respond to
online rumors, saying that im-
mediate clarification will avoid
unnecessary panic.

The Secretary also noted that,
according to the newly entered
into force Civil Protection Legal
Regime, members must pay at-

tention to entry and closure of
the alert level regulated by orders
of the Chief Executive, in order
to ensure that actions are always
taken according to the laws.
Wong also wants members
of the Civil Protection team to
upload relevant information
faster and more accurately,
enabling other members to be
more effective and oriented in
command and decision-making.
Finally, the Secretary sees
room for improvement in the
inspection and evacuation pro-
cedures for low-lying areas. Wong
noted that each department in
charge of these tasks needs to
continue to be proficient in im-
proving skills and procedures so
that, during a real emergency,
the application of the measures
can be more efficient. He highli-
ghted in a briefing to the media

the effectiveness of the “Crystal
Fish 2021” typhoon drill.

The drill started at 1:45 p.m.
on Saturday, lasted for about
four and a half hours and si-
mulated around 60 types of in-
cidents likely to occur during a
super typhoon in conjunction
with an extremely high tide.
This event would raise the wa-
ter levels about 2.5 meters over
the road surface in the low-lying
areas of the city.

Around 2,700 people parti-
cipated in the drill, including
participants from 17 non-gover-
nmental organizations and 420
volunteers.

In the drill, the Civil Protec-
tion centre also simulated the
evacuation of a total of 2061
households.

The drill, which has become
an annual event, aims to review
the effectiveness of implemen-
ting current emergency plans
in various departments. It also
seeks to strengthen the commu-
nication, coordination, and con-
nection among different parts
of the civil protection structure,
and to increase public awareness
and knowledge regarding the
evacuation methods and routes.

Concurrently, the drill also
tested capacity to respond to
several kinds of emergencies, in-
cluding: a traffic accident with a
dangerous products truck; refu-
sal from residents in low-lying
areas to evacuate from their ho-
mes; a rescue in narrow streets;
a fire in a ship; a traffic accident
in the tunnel of the Sai Van Bri-
dge; and an emergency water
supply dispatch. It also evalua-
ted responsiveness to emergen-
cies related to objects falling
from buildings, among others
that are common during severe
typhoons.

Repatriation flight takes all
stranded Nepalese home

HONEY TSANG

A‘riepatriation flight yester-
ay took around 45 stran-
ded Nepalese, Indian and
Bhutanese people from Macau
to Kathmandu, the capital of
Nepal. The president of the Ne-
palese Chamber of Commerce,
Sudarshan Magar, revealed the
details of the flight to the Times.

The flight — numbered H9
8662 — was provided by Hi-
malaya Airlines and arranged
by the Nepalese Chamber of
Commerce.

Yesterday, April 25, the fli-
ght helped repatriate around
45 people stranded in Macau
to Nepal. Approximately 30
of them were Nepalese, eight
were Indian citizens, and the
others were Bhutanese.

The Nepalese Chamber of
Commerce also arranged for
another flight to send Indian
citizens to India upon their ar-
rival in Nepal.

The scheduled flight depar-
ted Macau yesterday at around
4:45 am. and landed in Ka-

thmandu on the same day at
around 9:25 a.m. (local time).

Most of the passengers
were employed in Macau re-
sorts and were rejected when
they attempted to renew their
working visas with employers,
Magar revealed.

This was the second re-
patriation flight organized
by the Nepalese Chamber of
Commerce. The first, carrying
a total of 172 passengers, de-
parted from Macau to Nepal
on April 1.

The second flight succeeded
in assisting almost all stranded
Nepalese in Macau to return to
their home country.

“I don't think we have stran-
ded Nepalese people left in
Macau after this repatriation
flight for now. But there are still
around 40 stranded Indian citi-
zens in Macau,” Magar told the
Times.

The same plane, deployed
from Nepal to Macau on April
24, a day before carrying out
the repatriation mission, also
brought back seven Macau ID
holders and four Nepalese peo-
ple from Nepal to Macau.

The four Nepalese people
were granted an exemption to
enter Macau by the Health Bu-
reau (SSM) to serve as prison
guards in Macau.

PRICE INDEX CONTINUES
GRADUAL DESCENT

The Composite Consumer price index
(CPI) last month dropped by 0.97% year-
on-year, official statistics released by the
Statistics and Census Service (DSEC)
show. The Composite CPI for March
(102.29) decreased once more, after
having dropped by 0.95% year-on-year

in February. The decrease was justified

by lower charges for package tours and
telecommunication services, as well as the
falling prices of pork, gasoline, and clothing.

BLOOD TRANSFUSION
CENTER ANNOUNCES
REQUIRED INTERVALS FOR
VACCINATED DONORS

In order to ensure the quantity and safety
of blood in Macau, the Blood Transfusion
Center has announced that the required
blood donation interval for those who

have taken inactivated vaccines, including
Sinopharm CNBG and CoronaVac, will be
48 hours after the day of completion of
each dose. For other vaccines, such the
mMRNA vaccine, the required interval will be
14 days after the completion of each dose.
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MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

GROUP DEFENDS VEGETARIAN DIET
FOLLOWING AO I[EONGS REMARKS

ANTHONY LAM

HE assertion that adopting a

vegetarian or vegan diet will
result in malnutrition is groun-
dless, Simpson Lee, committee
member of the Macau Associa-
tion of Vegetarian Culture, said
yesterday.

The comment was made at a
public event, where he was asked
about an earlier remark made at
the Legislative Assembly by Secre-
tary for Social Affairs and Culture,
Ao Ieong U.

At that particular parliamen-
tary plenary, Ao leong was asked
whether the government would
offer vegetarian options at public
facilities, such as hospitals, pri-
sons, library cafés, kindergartens
and schools.

In response, the senior official
said that it was unlikely for the
time being because a “vegetarian
diet may result in malnutrition in
infants and children.”

Bolstering his answer, Lee cited
a study conducted by the Ame-
rican Dietetic Association about

GAMING
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a decade ago. “They published a
position paper about 10 years ago,
saying that a 100% plant-based
diet is healthy for all people in all
stages oflife, including pregnancy,
lactation and infancy,” Lee said.
He said that a lot of govern-

ment bodies “referenced their
studies for implementing public
health and nutrition guidelines.”
An article titled “Becoming a
Vegetarian,” last updated on April
15, 2020 on Harvard Health Pub-
lishing, operated by the Harvard

Grand Lisboa Palace to receive
operating permit soon: SJM

RENATO MARQUES

Medical School, noted that “stu-
dies are confirming the health be-
nefits of meat-free eating.”

The article also cited the Ame-
rican Dietetic Association in poin-
ting out that “appropriately plan-
ned vegetarian diets, including
total vegetarian or vegan diets, are
healthful, nutritionally adequate,
and may provide health benefits
in the prevention and treatment
of certain diseases.”

It further explained that an
“appropriately planned vege-
tarian diet” is comparable to a
mainstream diet in terms of the
absorption of nutrients. A balan-
ced dietis asimportant in the con-
text of vegan or vegetarian diets as
in the case of a mainstream one. It
is crucial that an individual care-
fully select a wide range of foods-
tuffs in order to obtain sufficient
nutrients for the body.

Lee also appealed to religious
bodies to support his view. “If ea-
ting a vegetarian diet is unhealthy,
we wouldn’t have [had] monks
and vegetarian Buddhists for
hundreds of years,” he remarked.

30% OF LOCALS REGULARLY
JAKEVEGETARIAN MEALS. SURVEY

THE Macau Association of Vege-
tarian Culture recently held a press
conference to announce the results
of the city's first vegetarian demo-
graphic study. The study found that
30% of Macau people consume a
vegetarian meal on aregular basis, be
that once a week or every day.

The association commmissioned the
Macau Research Centre to conduct
face-to-faceinterviews for the survey.
Some 313 successfulinterviews were

conductedin several districtsinthe
city between June 12 and 27 last year.
The survey found that 29% of
respondents believed the availability
of vegetarian options would lead

to an expansion of the vegetarian
population.

Yesterday, the association also
launched the city's first vegetarian
food map, onwhich 57 vegetarian
restaurants and grocery stores are
listed.

NEW LOCAL TOURISM
INITIATIVE KICKED
OFF YESTERDAY

HE “Stay, Dine and
See Macao” initia-

The project incentivi-
zes residents to explore

HE Grand Lisboa Pa-

lace integrated resort,
owned by local gaming
operator SJM Holdings Ltd
(SJM), has passed final go-
vernment inspections and
is expected to receive its
operating licensing soon.
The news was relayed by
the company’s vice chair-
man, CEO, and executive
director Ambrose So in
SJM’s annual report.

In the report released
late last week regarding
new developments soon to
begin operation in Cotai,
So said, “At Grand Lisboa
Palace, we have passed
several of the final govern-
ment inspections, and we
expect to receive our ope-
rating permit soon.”

In the same report, the
company reaffirmed its
previous intentions to
open the Cotai develop-
ment during the first half
of 2021. So added that cer-
tainty regarding this time-
frame would help ease the
pressure currently faced
by the company from re-
taining a large number of

MACAU PHOTO AGENCY

staff members considered
unnecessary for the ope-
rations of the other casino
and hotel venues of SJM
due to the drop in visitors.

“The opening of the
Grand Lisboa Palace will
relieve some of the cost
pressures on our existing
operation, as we will be
able to transfer a large
number of current em-
ployees to the new proper-

The Grand Lisboa Pala-
ce project is comprised of
three separate hotels, in-
cluding the Grand Lisboa

Palace Hotel, the Palazzo
Versace Hotel, and the Karl
Lagerfeld Hotel, adding
in aggregate almost 2,000
new hotel rooms to Cotai.

Along with the casino,
the development also in-
cludes meetings, incenti-
ves, conferences, and exhi-
bitions (MICE) venues,
dining, and entertainment
venues and a shopping ar-
cade.

In a recent report, in-
vestment bank JP Morgan
hinted that while the ca-
sino venues and some of
the hotel rooms will open

by the end of June, other
venues within the develo-
pment are unlikely to open
until later this year or even
early next year.

Important factors in the
potential postponement
would be the progress of
Covid-19 containment and
the recovery of in-bound
figures of tourists to Ma-
cau.

SJM posted a net loss of
over HKD3 billion in 2020
and reported a drop in re-
venue by around 78% in
2020 when compared with
the previous year.

tive began yesterday,
with the first batch of
local tour groups set-
ting off. The project is
the newest bid from
the Macao Government
Tourism Office (MGTO)
to revive the local tou-
rism economy.

The six groups, tota-
ling around 230 parti-
cipants, embarked on
their local tours at the
Outer Harbour Ferry
Terminal.

At the departure
point, MGTO director,
Helena de Senna Fer-
nandes, said she was
delighted to hear about
residents’ interest in
the new initiative. She
added that she belie-
ves that the tours can
not only familiarize re-
sidents with local tou-
rism resources, but also
bolster the travel trade
and stimulate spending
in communities.

Applications for the
tours began on April 15,
and will feature six dif-
ferent tour itineraries
and hotel experiences.

Macau and, according
to MGTO, has been at-
tracting many appli-
cants.

According to figu-
res cited by MGTO,
the most popular tour
is the helicopter ride
experience and yacht
trip, which has received
15,552 applications. As
of last Saturday, 2,209
residents had signed up
for the other five itine-
raries. The “staycation”
offer, which began last
Friday, has registered
1,569 hotel packages as
sold, and is set to host
around 4,000 residents.

The “Stay, Dine and
See Macao” initiati-
ve will run local tours
between April 25 and
December 31. Tou-
rs will be available on
weekends and public
holidays from April to
June and September
to December. The fre-
quency of tours will be
increased to daily ope-
ration during the sum-
mer holidays period in
July and August. RM
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Vice Premier meets SARS’
t?r officials, calls to exert
effort for 2021 elections

HINA'S Vice Pre-

mier Han Zheng

has called on the

Macau SAR to
make a concerted effort in
organizing the election of
its seventh Legislative As-
sembly during a meeting
with the Chief Executive
Ho Iat Seng in Guang-
zhou.

Ho, along with Hong
Kong Chief Executive Car-
rie Lam, traveled to Guan-
gzhou to attend a meeting
of the group spearheading
the development of the
Guangdong-Hong Kong-
-Macau Greater Bay Area.

Han, also a member of
the Standing Committee
of the Political Bureau
of the Communist Party
of China Central Com-
mittee, urged the Hong
Kong SAR to step up local
legislation related to its
electoral reform and en-
sure that local elections

in 2021 and 2022 are pro-
perly organized.

Both SARs should prio-
ritize Covid-19 prevention
and control in reviving
their economies and im-
proving their people’s live-
lihoods, Han said. He ad-
ded that the central gover-
nment would “continue
offering its full support, as
always.”

Han urged for joint ef-
forts to develop the Grea-
ter Bay Area and maintain
the long-term prosperity
and stability of the Hong
Kong and Macau SARs,
thus pushing forward the
principle of “One country,
two systems.”

Lam and Ho both pled-
ged to actively participate
in the development of the

Greater Bay Area and carry
out relevant work.

Regarding the develop-
ment of the Guangdong-
Macau Intensive Coope-
ration Zone planned for
Hengqin, the MSAR ple-
dged that it would devo-
te further effort to realise
aspirations raised by Pre-
sident Xi Jinping in key
speeches. LV
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SELECTION PROCESS FOR
HOME SWAP HOUSING
TO COMMENCE IN MAY

ACAU Urban Renewal

Company (MUR) will
start the flat selection pro-
cess for home swap housing
units on Lot P in Areia Preta
in May, the company has
announced.

To date, of the 1,932
applications that have regis-
tered their properties, 1,902
have been accepted and 30
are still being suspended for
handling. 12 applications
have been rejected because
they have failed to register
their properties. MUR rejec-
ted these applications in ac-
cordance with relevant laws
and orders.

Based on the layout
plan of Lot B, six residential
towers for home swap hou-
sing will be built on Lot A,
providing about 2,000 units

for eligible applicants who
are original Pearl Horizon
pre-sale buyers affected by
the cancellation of a pre-
vious land concession. The
original unit design of Pearl
Horizon featured more than
10 types of units.

MUR will hold home
swap housing flat selection
explanatory meetings in
phases from May for eligi-
ble applicants, explaining
in detail the flat selection
procedure and the similar
home swap housing unit
type available for pairing.

The construction of
home swap housing units
will be completed by the
end of 2024. Eligible appli-
cants do not need to make
any pre-payments at this
stage. LV
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Cleaning Especialists

FREE ESTIMATES

We bring high quality of

medical service to Macau

WP D e

General Surgery :

Breast Surgery

Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery : Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong

Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward,
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man,

Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San,

Dr. Lei Chin Chong

: Dr. Leong lat Lun

s One-Time Cleanings

¢ Window Cleaning

o Office General Cleaning
s Pest Control

»  Marble Crystallization

Carpet Cleaning

Restaurant / Kitchen Cleaning
Industrial Garbage Removal
Grease Trap Pumping
Portable Chemical Toilet

Hiring & Daily Cleaning

Call: 2883 3008

Member of General Association of Macao Cleaning Service Industry

Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr. Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

¢ Dr.Lam Kun Kuan

Avenida da Praia Grande No 599, Edificio Comercial Rodrigues 14 e 15 Andar, em Macau

T. 2832 2298 / 2832 2229

Website: www.peddermacau.com
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri 10:00 - 19:00 Sat 10:00 - 14:00 Sun & PH closed
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CHINESE FIRMS ARE LISTING IN THE
US AT A RECORD-BREAKING PACE

JULIA FIORETTI
& JOHN CHENG

HINESE companies are lis-

ting in the U.S. at the fastest
pace ever, brushing off tensions
between the world’s two biggest
economies and the continued
risk of being kicked off American
exchanges.

Firms from the mainland and
Hong Kong have raised USD6.6
billion through initial public of-
ferings in the U.S. this year, a
record start to a year and an ei-
ghtfold increase from the same
period in 2020, data compiled by
Bloomberg show. The largest IPO
is the $1.6 billion listing of e-ciga-
rette maker RLX Technology Inc.,
followed by the $947 million of-
fering of software company Tuya
Inc.

That’s even as Sino-U.S. ten-
sions show few signs of easing
and the threat of Chinese firms
being delisted from U.S. exchan-
ges remains. In fact, the U.S.
Securities and Exchange Com-
mission said last month it would
begin implementing a law for-
cing accounting firms to let U.S.
regulators review the financial
audits of overseas companies.
Non-compliance could resultin a
delisting from the New York Stock
Exchange or Nasdag.

The risk for mainland firms is
high given China has long refu-
sed to let U.S. regulators exami-
ne audits of its overseas-listed

Going West
Chinese companies are listing in the U.S. at a record rate

B Amount raised by Chinese firms in U.5. IPOs
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companies on national security
concerns.

“They would acknowledge this
is a potential risk, and if some-
thing happens they might need
to get prepared for a rainy day,”
said Stephanie Tang, head of pri-
vate equity for Greater China at
law firm Hogan Lovells. “But the
risk itself would not prohibit tho-
se companies from going to the
U.S., atleast in the second half of
this year or probably toward next
year.”

Despite all the risks, the pipe-
line continues to grow, setting up
2021 to potentially exceed last
year. Chinese firms raised almost
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$15 billion through U.S. IPOs
in 2020, the second highest on
record after 2014, when e-com-
merce giant Alibaba Group Hol-
ding Ltd. fetched $25 billion in its
float.

Didi Chuxing has filed con-
fidentially for a multi-billion-
-dollar U.S. IPO that could value
the Chinese ride-hailing giant at
as much as $100 billion, Bloom-
berg News has reported. Uber-
-like trucking startup Full Truck
Alliance is also working on a U.S.
listing this year that could raise
about $2 billion, people familiar
with the matter said, requesting
not to be named because the ma-
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tter is private.

“Chinese companies in the
new economy do not seem to
have been deterred from seeking
U.S. listings despite the ongoing
tensions,” said Calvin Lai, a part-
ner at Freshfields Bruckhaus De-
ringer. “They take that as one of
the risks but that doesn' tilt the
pendulum.”

Additional share sales by Chi-
nese companies have also been
well-received in the U.S. this year,
delivering an average return of
11% from their offering prices in
the following session, according
to data compiled by Bloomberg.

And while rival financial cen-

ters like Hong Kong have in re-
cent years changed their listing
rules to make it easier for new
economy firms to go public the-
re, that has not stopped the flow
of firms going stateside. In fact,
the traffic now goes both ways,
with U.S.-traded Chinese firms
getting a second listing in Hong
Kong to expand their investor
base and as a hedge against the
delisting risk.

Such secondary listings rai-
sed almost $17 billion last
year and have fetched over $8
billion this year already, Bloom-
berg data show. Bankers said
many companies go to the U.S.
knowing they can subsequently
list in Hong Kong.

For example, Didi is also ex-
ploring a potential dual offering
in Hong Kong later, a person fa-
miliar with the matter has said,
while Chinese electric carmaker
Xpeng Inc. is also looking into
a share sale in the financial hub
less than a year after going public
in New York.

U.S. capital markets have long
attracted Chinese companies for
a number of reasons: their grea-
ter liquidity, broader investor
base, and the cachet associated
with a U.S. listing. Technology
and fintech firms have flocked
to the U.S. because of its more
streamlined process as well as
greater openness to loss-making
businesses.

“The U.S. still remains a mag-
net for the IPOs of Chinese tech-
nology companies,” Tang said.
“Just in terms of the pipeline,
I don't see any pause to that. I
think the pipeline is very strong.”
BLOOMBERG

ByteDance's IPO plans snarled by
requlatory demands, SCMP Says

JULIA FIORETTI

IKTOK parent Byte-

Dance Ltd.s plans for
an initial public offering
have been put on hold as it
seeks to comply with regu-
latory demands from both
China and the U.S,, the
South China Morning Post
reported, citing unidenti-
fied sources.

The owner of China’s
most popular video app
Douyin faces difficul-
ties in finding a business
structure that can please
both Beijing and Washin-
gton, the SCMP report
said. One major challenge
lies in separating Douyin’s
China-based operations
from TikTok’s global ones
given both apps share the
same algorithm, accor-
ding to one of the sources

BLOOMBERG

in the report.
An unnamed Beijing-
-based government official

involved in regulating By-
teDance said the IPO had
to be postponed because

of tensions between the
U.S. and China, the news-
paper said. ByteDance and

TikTok declined to com-
ment to the SCMP.

Following weeks of spe-
culation that a public of-
fering was getting closer,
the world’s most valuable
startup said on Friday it
currently has no plans to
seek an IPO, adding that it
had made a careful study
and concluded it doesn't
meet listing conditions for
the time being. Beijing-ba-
sed ByteDance had been
working with advisers on
a float of some of its fla-
gship domestic assets such
as Douyin, news aggre-
gator Toutiao and video
platform Xigua that could
raise billions, Bloomberg
News reported earlier this
month.

The company last mon-
th hired its first chief finan-
cial officer - Chew Shou Zi,
who oversaw Xiaomi Cor-
p’s IPO as finance chief
more than two years ago.
The appointment fueled
speculation over the social
media giant’s plans to go
public. Its value has soa-

red in recent weeks, with
shares changing hands in
the secondary market at
a valuation of more than
$250 billion.
Video-sharing app Tik-
Tok, which is hugely popu-
lar in the U.S., has been a
source of tension between
the world’s two biggest
economies, with Washing-
ton claiming it’s a potential
security threat if the app is
used for propaganda or if
the Chinese government
uses collected data to crea-
te profiles of Americans.
Former U.S. President
Donald Trump attempted
to ban U.S. residents from
doing business with TikTok
but that effort foundered
in the courts. ByteDance
was also under pressure to
sell its U.S. operations and
it struck a deal with Ame-
rican companies including
Oracle Corp. and Walmart
Inc. last year. That is now
on hold, as the Biden ad-
ministration reviews its
policies toward China.
MDT/BLOOMBERG
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Sands China Organises ‘National Security
Education Exhibition’ Tour for Team Members
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This file image made available by the China National Space Administration shows

the Tianwen-1 probe en route to Mars Nearly 40 Sands China team members enjoyed a tour of the 2021 National Security

AEROSPACE

Official: China's

moon

orobe will carry

French, Russian gear

HINA will launch its next
robot lunar lander in 2024,
and it will carry equipment from
France, Sweden, Russia and Italy,
the official news agency reported.
Plans call for Chang’e 6 to land
near the lunar south pole and
collect samples for return to Ear-
th, the program’s chief designer,
Hu Hao, said at a conference Sa-
turday, according to the Xinhua
News Agency.

The Chang’elanders are part of
Chinese space exploration efforts
that also include a probe that is
preparing to land a robot rover
on Mars. There are also plans for
a crewed orbital station, landing
a human on the moon and retrie-
ving soil from an asteroid.

CYBERSECURITY

In December, the previous
moon probe, Chang’e 5, returned
lunar rocks to Earth for the first
time since the 1970s.

Chang’e 6 is to “collect lunar
samples automatically for com-
prehensive analysis and resear-
ch,” Hu was quoted as saying at
the conference in the eastern city
of Nanjing.

The lander is expected to carry
instruments developed by scien-
tists from France, Sweden, Italy
and Russia, Hu said. He gave no
details of what they will do.

The announcement reflec-
ts growing interaction between
China’s secretive, military-linked
space program and other coun-
tries. AP

UK spy chief warns
China, Russia threats
to web freedom

KITTY DONALDSON

HE freedom and security of

the internet is at risk from the
competing world views of China
and Russia, and Western nations
must adapt to face the threat, a
U.K. spy chief will say on Friday.

Jeremy Fleming, director
of GCHQ - the branch of British
intelligence dealing with inter-
cepts and cyber security - will
use a speech to warn that if left
unchecked, foreign adversaries
could threaten the security of fu-
ture technologies such as smart
cities. He will invite further col-
laboration with the private sector
to counter the risk.

“Without action it is increasin-
gly clear that the key technologies
on which we will rely for our fu-
ture prosperity and security won't
be shaped and controlled by the
West; we are now facing a mo-

ment of reckoning,” Fleming will
say, according to extracts of his
speech released by his office. “In
the natural world, during a period
of rapid change, the only option
is to adapt. And it’s the same for
us.”

The U.K. should develop so-
vereign technologies in key areas
like quantum, developing crypto-
graphic technologies to protect
sensitive information, Fleming
will say. The country should also
work with allies to build cyber de-
fenses, according to the remarks.

The UK. characterizes Rus-
sia and China as different types
of threat. In November, Ken Mc-
Callum, Director General of MI5
- the U.K’s homeland security
branch - said that while Russia
might provide “bursts of bad
weather” espionage activity by
Chinese spies is “changing the
climate.” MDT/BLOOMBERG

Education Exhibition at the Complex of Commerce and Trade Co-operation Platform for
China and Portuguese-speaking Countries April 19, as part of the company's ongeing effort
to promote professionalism education.

The aims of the activity were to increase team members’ awareness of safeguarding
national security and to cultivate the spirit of “Loving the Motherdand and Loving Macao.”

Team members received a guided tour of the exhibition, consisting of four sections:
“Mational Security amid Unprecedented Changes of the Century,” “Shaping the Landscape
of Safety with a National Security Mindset,” "Uphealding National Security for the Long-term
Success of ‘One Country, Two Systems™ and “National Security as the Responsibility of All"

The visit supported the Macao SAR govemment's efforts to promote public awareness
and education regarding national security in the community, and enabled team members to
deepen their understanding of the importance of national security in the context of Macao
and mainland China.

“Sands China was very pleased to be able to arrange a visit to this exhibition for our team
members for the third time, so that they could gain a more comprehensive understanding of
the importance of national security,” said Dr. Wilfred Wong, president of Sands China Lid.
“Mational security is the responsibility and obligation of every individual. | encourage team
members and the entire Macao community fo take advantage of this opportunity to learn
more about the role that we can play in the context of national security, thereby contributing
toward the prosperity, safety and stability of the city and the country.”

Sands China had also organised a team member visit to the first and second National
Security Education Exhibitions in 2018 and 2019,

Jointly hosted by the Macao SAR government and the Liaison Office of the Central
People's Government in the Macao SAR, the 2021 National Security Education Exhibition
highlights mainland China's and Macao's extraordinary achievements over the past year
through nationwide anti-pandemic measures, and their latest progress in enhancing the
national securty system.
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ASEAN leaders tell

Myanmar coup

general to end killings

NINIEK KARMINI,
JAKARTA

OUTHEAST  Asian

leaders demanded

an immediate end to

killings and the relea-
se of political detainees in
Myanmar in an emergency
summit Saturday with its
top general and coup leader
who, according to Malaysia’s
prime minister, did not reject
them outright.

The leaders of the Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asian
Nations also told Senior Gen.
Min Aung Hlaing during the
two-hour talks in Jakarta that
a dialogue between conten-
ding parties in Myanmar
should immediately start,
with the help of ASEAN en-
VOys.

“The situation in
Myanmar is unacceptable
and should not continue.
Violence must be stopped,
democracy, stability and
peace in Myanmar must be
returned immediately,” In-
donesian President Joko Wi-
dodo said during the mee-
ting. “The interests of the
people of Myanmar must
always be the priority.”

Daily shootings by police
and soldiers since the Feb. 1
coup have killed more than
700 mostly peaceful protes-
ters and bystanders, accor-
ding to several independent
tallies.

The messages conveyed
to Min Aung Hlaing were
unusually blunt and could
be seen as a breach of the
conservative 10-nation bloc’s
bedrock principle forbidding
member states from inter-
fering in each other’s affairs.
But Malaysian Prime Minis-
ter Muhyiddin Yassin said
that policy should not lead
to inaction if a domestic si-

tuation “jeopardizes the pea-
ce, security, and stability of
ASEAN and the wider region”
and there is international
clamor for resolute action.

“There is a tremendous
expectation on the part of
the international commu-
nity on how ASEAN is ad-
dressing the Myanmar issue.
The pressure is increasing,”
Muhyiddin said. The current
ASEAN chair, Brunei Prime
Minister Hassanal Bolkiah,
and the bloc’s secretary ge-
neral should be allowed ac-
cess to Myanmar to meet
contending parties, encou-
rage dialogue and come up
with “an honest and unbia-
sed observation,” he said.

Such a political dialogue
“‘can only take place with
the prompt and unconditio-
nal release of political detai-
nees,” the Malaysian premier
said.

A formal
statement is-
sued by ASEAN
through Brunei
after the sum-
mit outlined
the demands
made by the six
heads of state
and three fo-
reign ministers
in more subtle
terms. It asked
for the “imme-
diate cessation
of violence in
Myanmar” and
urged all par-
ties to “exercise
utmost restraint,” but omi-
tted the demand voiced by
Widodo and other leaders
for the immediate release
of political detainees. It said
ASEAN would provide hu-
manitarian aid to Myanmar.

In a news conference late
Saturday, Muhyiddin said

that Min Aung Hlaing told
ASEAN leaders that he will
find a way to solve the pro-
blem and agreed that violen-
ce must stop.

“Our proposals would
be accepted, the general in
his response did not reject
[them],” Muhyiddin said,
“This is very encouraging
progress.”

When asked about Min
Aung Hlaing’s response to
the demand to cease the vio-
lence, Muhyiddin said that
ASFAN leaders tried not to
accuse his side too much
because “we don't care who's
causing it, we just stressed
that the violence must stop.”

“For him, it’s the other side
that’s causing the problems,”
said Muhyiddin. “If that’s the
case, we hope that he will
find a way to stop it even be-
fore the ASEAN representati-
ves go to Myanmar.”

The situation

in Myanmar is
unacceptable and
should not continue. i
Violence must be
stopped, democracy,
stability and peace
in Myanmar mustbe .
returned immediately
INDONESIAN PRESIDENT JOKO WIDODO

Muhyiddin also denied
allegations that ASEAN has
not done enough to address
the crisis.

“We are concerned about
what’s happening and we've
taken steps and made de-
cisions,” he said. “The best
thing is that there is a repre-

sentative from Myanmar
who says they are ready to
accept our representative
there.”

It was the first time Min
Aung Hlaing traveled out of
Myanmar since the coup,
which was followed by the
arrests of Aung San Suu Kyi
and many other political lea-
ders.

Critics have said ASEAN’s
decision to meet the coup
leader was unacceptable and
amounted to legitimizing
the overthrow and the dea-
dly crackdown that followed.
ASEAN states agreed to meet
Min Aung Hlaing but did
not treat or address him as
Myanmar’s head of state
in the summit, a Southeast
Asian diplomat told The As-
sociated Press on condition
of anonymity for lack of au-
thority to discuss the issue
publicly.

The divergent ties of many
of ASEAN members to either
China or the United States,
along with a bedrock policy
of non-interference in each
other’s affairs and deciding
by consensus, has hobbled
the bloc’s ability to rapidly
deal with crises.

Amid Western pressure,
however, the group has stru-
ggled to take a more forceful
position on issues but has
kept to its non-confrontatio-
nal approach.

The London-based rights
watchdog Amnesty Interna-
tional urged Indonesia and
other ASEAN states ahead
of the summit to investigate
Min Aung Hlaing over “credi-
ble allegations of responsibi-
lity for crimes against huma-
nity in Myanmar.” As a state
party to a U.N. convention
against torture, Indonesia
has a legal obligation to pro-
secute or extradite a suspec-
ted perpetrator on its terri-
tory, it said.

Indonesian
police dispersed
dozens of pro-
testers opposing
the coup and the
junta leader’s vi-

The leaders
of Thailand and
Philippi-
nes skipped the
summit to deal
with  coronavi-
outbreaks
back home. Laos
also canceled at
the last minute.
The face-to-fa-
ce summit is the
first by ASEAN leaders in
more than a year.

Aside from Myanmar, the
regional bloc is made up of
Brunei, Cambodia, Indone-
sia, Laos, Malaysia, the Phili-
ppines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietham. MDT/AP

this day in history @
1993 RECESSION OVER -
IT'S OFFICIAL

The government has reacted with relief to news
that Britain's economy grew by 0.2% in the first three
months of this year, and declared the longest reces-
sion since the 1930s officially over.

The figures, from the Central Statistical Office,
show a 0.2% rise in gross domestic product (GDP),
and a 0.6% increase in activity in the onshore eco-
nomy, excluding oil and gas production.

It's the first sign of growth in the economy for over
two years. The recession has been longer, but less
severe, than the last one in the 1980s. Output has
fallen by 3.9%, compared with a 5.5% fall last time.

Prime Minister John Major called on industry to
make the most of the "unparalleled opportunities”
offered by the combination of low inflation and inte-
rest rates, and a competitive exchange rate.

The Chancellor, Norman Lamont, was also upbeat,
sayingthe figureswere "the best evidence so far that
the economy is recovering across a broad front.”

Ina BBC interview, Mr Lamont said Britain was star-
ting to see the reward of policies that the govern-
ment had been pursuing during the past few years.

The Institute of Directors, though, disagreed with
the Chancellor on the reasons for the upturn. Their
latest survey said improved performance was due to
Britain's departure from the European exchange-ra-
te mechanism (ERM), a policy decision forced on the
government.

Black Wednesday

The pound was driven out of the ERM last Septem-
ber by frantic currency speculation, on what became
known as Black Wednesday.

In a catastrophic day for the government's policy
on Europe and the economy, Mr Lamont was forced
to spend billions in an attempt to prop up the pound,
which failed as it dropped below its minimum level
in the ERM.

He had no choice but to devalue and pull out of the
ERM.

The Shadow Chancellor, Gordon Brown, greeted
the figures cautiously, saying he hoped the reces-
sion was over, but warning that skills shortages and
an investment gap with the UK's competitors could
stymie future growth.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

The British economy began improving steadily, and has not
beeninrecession since.

Norman Lamont's career, however, never fully recovered
from Black Wednesday. A month after announcing the end
of the recession, he had resigned.

In his resignation speech to the Commons, he launched

a vitriolic attack on John Major's leadership. Famously, he
accused the government of being "in office, but notin
power".

He never spoke to John Major again, and became one of
his fiercest critics from the backbenches.

The Black Wednesday debacle is also credited with de-
stroying confidence in the Conservatives' ability to manage
the economy. It contributed to their defeat in the 1997
general election.

John Major refused to include his former Chancellor in his
resignation honours listin 1997. Mr Lamont was made a
peer by John Major's successor, Labour Prime Minister
Tony Blair, in 1998.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
@ ARIES TAURUS 7TA1S NEW GPS WAS EXPENSIVE, | : P JUST SIT BACK AND ITTELLS Y 2 ¥ 1 WOULD BE HAPPY TO TELL |
. i g ! €70 GO FOR FREE!
) Mar.21apr19 @) Apr.20-May. 20 BUTIT'S SO HELPFUL! = ME EXACTLY WHERE TO GO NOU WHERE TO GO
You might be a tad overindulgent ~ You may find your self
today. Overstatement will be your —in a romantic  situation. )/

downfall. Old friends may not like
your choices. Be precise in your
communications to avoid any
misunderstandings and arguments.

@ May. 21-Jun. 21

You will easily blow situations
out of proportion. Be prepared
to take care of the issues at
hand. Don’t expect romantic
encounters to be lasting.

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Emotional upset at work will set
you back. You need an outlet that
will help take your mind off any
troubles at work. Make changes in
your domestic scene.

GEMINI

LEO

@ LIBRA
/', Sep.23-Oct. 22
Any capricious behavior will

confuse loved ones and your mood
swings will result in loneliness. A
little rest will do wonders. Focus
on forming business partnerships.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Pamper yourself; the self esteem it
brings you will be most gratifying
Opportunities for new and exciting
relationships will be yours if you get
out and join groups.

@ Jan. 20-Feb. 18

The existing problems must
be dealt with one way or
another.  Extravagance and
overindulgence are not a cure if
you’re feeling sorry for yourself.
Get involved in creative groups.

AQUARIUS

CROSSWORDS

Partnerships could be tense.
Don’t push your luck. You can
enhance your cash flow if you
pick up additional skills.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Physical work or exercise should
be part of your schedule. Your
interest in helping others may take
you back to school. Someone you
live with may feel totally neglected.

@ Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Expect your workload to be heavy.

It may not be the best time to
socialize with clients or colleagues
today. Your ability to relate will
close the generation gap.

CANCER

VIRGO

SCORPIO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

You will be a bit of a spendthrift
today. Moves or the possibility of
having someone different living
with you may be difficult at first.
You can enjoy short trips.

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

Courses dealing with psychology
or health care will be of interest.
Don’t rely on others to do your
work. Don’t be too eager to spend
what’s left over; more unexpected
expenses are evident.

@)

Verbal  abuse
to carelessness. Business
or pleasure trips will be
knowledgeable as well as highly
successful. You may need a good
friend to lean on.

CAPRICORN

PISCES

Feb.19-Mar. 20
could lead

1- Delight; 6- Actress Alicia; 9- Crucifix; 14- Boring tool; 15- ___ es Salaam;
16- Sniffler's need; 17- Cloudburst; 19- That is to say...; 20- Bit of wordplay; 21- Basics;
22- Diminish; 23- Achy; 25- Benjamin; 26- Become visible; 29- Horse's gait; 31-
Discover; 32- Stiffly; 36- Irritated state; 37- Meadow; 38- 500 sheets; 40- Declares
positively; 43- The Last Frontier; 45- Heels; 46- Can't stand; 47- Give it ___I; 50-
Fish appendages; 51- Silvery fish; 52- Dies ___; 54~ Occupational suffix; 57- Good
witchcraft; 58- Society girl; 61- Oppositionists; 62- Conger; 63- Razor sharpener; 64-
Mercurial; 65- Malt beverage; 66- 2, 4,6, 8, etc.;

1- 1994 Costner role; 2- Hawaiian outdoor feast; 3- Not “fer"; 4- Sawbuck;
5- Trauma ctrs.; 6- Sun-dried brick; 7- DEA agent; 8- Weaponry; 9- Dry red table wine

of Italy; 10- Stallone role; 11- ___ a time (singly); 12- Glide along smoothly; 13- New
Year's word; 18- Dawdle; 23- Shakers et al.; 24- Thole insert; 25- Gear tooth; 26-
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WEATHER

EASY

EASY+

Beijing

Harbin
Tianjin

Urumgi

[}

b
lad
&

Xi'an
Lhasa
Chengdu

[ ¥ ]
=]

Chongging
Kunming

4 Nanjing

MEDIUM

HARD

Shanghai
Wuhan

Hangzhou

]

Taipei
Guangzhou
Hong Kong

Moscow

1 Frankfurt
Paris

London

New York

MIN MAX CONDITION
10 20 drizzle
2 18 cloudy
11 20 shower
1 13 clear
10 22 cloudy
3 17 overcast
14 26 cloudy
17 21 overcast
15 25 shower
16 22 shower
16 24 overcast
13 21 drizzle
15 24 cloudy
20 23 drizzle
22 27 drizzle
23 26 shower
1 8 clear
2 12 cloudy
6 15 cloudy
4 13 cloudy
7 16 clear

Commercials; 27- Clinton cabinet member
Federico; 28- Pitchfork-shaped letters;
29- Long lock of hair; 30- Narrow inlet; 33-
Mild oaths; 34- ____-majesté; 35- Tibetan
oxen; 37- Old Ford; 39- Floor covering
where the cat satl; 41- Rapturous delight;
42- Squealer; 43- Old French expression
meaning “goodbye”; 44- Sportscaster
Berman; 47- Acid type:; 48- Right-hand

page; 49- 1961 Heston role; 50- Legend; |7 %]

51- Did the butterfly; 52- Notion; 53-
Winder for holding flexible material; 54-

Memo opener; 55- School founded in 1440; = "+

56- Gym counts; 59- Lao-___; 60- Off-road
wheels, for short;

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

8
: 999 28 939 939/ 2828 3283
9 Fire department 28572222  Water Supply — Report 2822 0088
fwi (Open line) 993 - Report 1000
g PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity - Report 28 339 922
a 28 573 333 28716 081
Friday’s solution g Customs 28 559 944
! 5 S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
o 28 371 333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
28 387 333
AN Tourism 28 333 000
Talsls 50 888 88

AD

Gﬂ
YOUR
PROPERTY
HERE

(853) 2835 2699

7 hello@jmlproperty.com
www.jmlproperty.com

L. Call us for more info

K3 imimacau (@) jmiproperty

FOR SALE

One Central Striking view
HK511,800,000 1,301 ft* 2jpm 2 W

Rain Dance
“We dance until it's RENTED!"

.

Ocean Gardens, Taipa Taipa 3 bedroom apartment

$17,500/mth 1626 3em 2 W

$14,000/mth 1,030t 2 jem 2 W
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Property of the Week

One Central striking view

HKS$11,800,000 1,301 ft? SCAN ME

2= 2 ¥
WE sometimes find units at One Central with awkwardly shaped balconies, oversized or
undersized stairways and hallways. Like wearing high heels all day or wearing a tailored suit
that chaffs, sometimes beauty comes at a cost. Usually, the cost is worth it. If every building
was perfectly space efficient, they would all be square boxes and dreadfully boring. We don't
want that.

But sometimes, you find a perfect balance of both. That is the case with this particular 2-bed-
room, 2-bathroom unit, The next owner of this apartment will have both aesthetic appeal and
an efficient space with no irregularities. We're talking about a large, open living space, gener-
ous bedrooms (one of them en-suite, both with a great view) and the kitchen and bathroom
exactly where they're supposed to be, with perfectly reasonable shapes and sizes.

Viewings by appointment. Find out more on www.jmlproperty.com

More Listings

Ry . | :
Juliet Risdon W Flda lemos Samlee % Kitty Lou
+853 6680 9804 +853 6226 8566 +853 6611 0975 +553 66300730
Jultet@irmniproperty. com eldagjmiproperty. com samEimiproperty.com kitty@imiproperty. com

Manhattan E Unit, Taipa

$17,500/mth
1,626 ft2

S= 2 g

Macau, ZAPE

Stylish Two Bedroom Apartment
$7,450,000
720 ft?

2ks 1 e

Ocean Gardens, Taipa

$14,000/mth
1,030 ft?
2= 2 b

Taipa Village apartment

$11,500/mth
900 ft?
2p= 1

For Sale
[Taipa] 2Apartment Connected 4k=2% 1,404 ft* 58,380,000 (ref: 19096006)
[Macau] Unigue Loft unit 2= 2% 2,200 ft* $9,990,000 (ref: 15115464)
[Taipal Chun U Villa 4= 3% 1,979 ft? $12,880,000 (ref: 21046001)
[Taipa] Nova Taipa

[Taipa] Manhattan D unit

1 e 3o 20 2,105 ft? $15,000,000 (ref: 21036004)
4= 2% 2,305 ft* $17,980,000 (ref: 18075558)

For Rent

[Taipa] Studio with balcony
[Taipa] Cozy studio

[Taipal Chun U Villa

1% 360ft? $7,900/mth (ref: n/a)
1% $8,000/mth (ref: n/a)

A= 3 1,979 ft2 $17,500/mth (ref: 21041001)

[Taipa] Manhattan spacious 3k=2% 1,720 ft’ $18,800/mth (ref: n/a)
[Cotai] One Oasis high ceiling 3 k= 2% 2,100 ft* $30,000/mth (ref: 20111002)

Recent Movements JML Sponsorships

(Sold SoLD,

Mova City, carpark, Taipa

()
.y

Cradle of Hope

Macau Riviera 2 Bedroom
Apartment with Open View

A

Macau Bats Junior
Rugby Team

L Lk

Caritas
MACAU

Caritas Macau

Macau Golf Masters

LET'S CONNECT
jmlmacau

I £
R @© jmlproperty
hello@jmlproperty.com
www.jmlproperty.com
+853 2835 2699
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Chelsea the big winner in EPL's
top 4 race as Liverpool held

STEVE DOUGLAS

HELSEA has made a
significant move in the
English Premier Lea-
gue’s frenetic race to
qualify for the Champions Lea-
gue, a competition the club’s
hierarchy secretly tried to des-
troy in its ill-fated attempt to
form a European Super League.

A 1-0 win at West Ham, cou-
pled with Liverpool conceding a
stoppage-time goal to draw with
lowly Newcastle 1-1 at Anfield,
saw Chelsea open up a gap to its
two main rivals for a top-four fi-
nish on Saturday.

With five games remaining in
the league, Chelsea occupies the
fourth and final Champions Lea-
gue qualification place — three
points ahead of West Ham and
four clear of sixth-placed Liver-
pool.

“It was a six-pointer,” said
Chelsea manager Thomas Tu-
chel, whose team’s packed end
to the season also includes an FA
Cup final against Leicester and
a Champions League semifinal

AP PHOTO

Chelsea’s Timo Werner, centre, celebrates after scoring his side’s opening goal during

the EPL soccer match between West Ham

United and Chelsea, London, Saturday

against Real Madrid.

A smiling Tuchel congratu-
lated each of his players on the
field after the final whistle at the
Olympic Stadium, a contrast to
the reaction of Liverpool coun-
terpart Jurgen Klopp after a dra-
matic finish at Anfield when his
team’s season-long vulnerability
in defense proved costly again.

Joe Willock’s deflected goal in
the fifth minute of injury time

has left Liverpool a big outsider
to finish in the top four of a lea-
gue it won by 18 points last sea-
son.

“I didn't see that we deserved
today playing Champions Lea-
gue next season,” a deflated Klo-
pp said. “We learn, or we don't
play Champion League.”

A failure to reach the Cham-
pions League — and all the ri-
ches that come with it — will be

painful for a club whose Ameri-
can ownership, Fenway Sports
Group, was one of the key ins-
tigators in the scheme to set up
the breakaway Super League.

That would have seen 12 of
the continent’s biggest clubs
create a 20-team rival to the
Champions League with finan-
ces dwarfing the current elite
competition, and Liverpool’s
place locked in courtesy of it
being a founder member.

How galling, then, that the
Reds could yet end up in next
season’s Europa League — or not
playing European competition
atall.

In Liverpool’s favor is a be-
nign schedule that sees Klopp’s
team finish its league campaign
with games against Southamp-
ton, West Bromwich Albion, Bur-
nley and Crystal Palace — teams
placed 13th or lower. Before that,
though, is a trip to fierce rival
Manchester United next week,
a match that will be marked by
protests owing to both clubs’
American owners’ attempts to
create the Super League.

There were fan protests out-
side both of the teams’ stadiums
on Saturday.

SALAH MILESTONE

Mohamed Salah moved onto
20 goals, becoming the first Li-
verpool player to score at least
that total in three different Pre-
mier League campaigns.

It was a superbly taken goal,
too, the Egypt forward bringing
down a high ball with his left
foot and swiveling to fire a fierce
finish high into the net.

Salah missed the best of Li-
verpool’s following 21 shots in
a chaotic match that had a fit-
tingly wild ending as Newcastle
poured forward.

Substitute Callum Wilson had
an equalizing goal disallowed in
the second minute of stoppage
time when the ball rebounded
off his arm from Alisson’s save,
before the striker bundled it into
the net. There was still time for
Willock to score with a shot that
deflected in off sliding Liverpool
defender Fabinho, continuing
the on-loan Arsenal midfielder’s
role as a recent super-sub.

Three late goals from Willo-
ck have earned Newcastle four
points just this month: An 85th-
-minute equalizer against Totte-
nham on April 4, an 82nd-minu-
te winner against West Ham last
weekend, and now his goal at
Anfield. MDT/AP
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The Greater Bay Area Financial Integratio

Dr Weng Chi (Flaren e,

odjrarmneE, Facully af

Wednesday, 28 April 2021

Intreduction:

Tha neww plan for an accelerated financial integration of the Greater Bay
Area had been wnveiled Lst year by the Chinese central govemmeent, with
1 amnbitian of further driving finandal openness and deepaning financial
conpeation betwoen Mainkand China, Hong Kong and Macaw Soin us and
hear from Finance expert Dr. Floeence Let, on real and uncovered interest

Opien to all !

owards a Single Market?

FMCC champions Breakfast Meetings in town with key
speakers sharing thelr views on current bushness affairs,
Dur monthly events take place every last Wednesday of
the mianth at Sofitel Macaw af Ponte 16

Services

TRANSLATIONS,
PROOFREADING, COPYWRITING,
DATA INPUT, NEWS MONITORING

ACCURATE, TIMELY &
COMPETITIVE TRANSLATIONS

ENGLISH, CHINESE,
PORTUGUESE, JAPANESE,
KOREAN, SPANISH,
FREMNCH, ARABIC,

FKTRANZ

TRANSLATIONS LIMITED

Languages:

RUSSIAN

parites and purchasiog power panity, acd their mplications on feal and

financial iInnegration af the GAA

Dawe: Wednesday, 28 April, 2021
Time: 9:00a.m. -10:30a.m. (Reception: B45am}
Venue - Sofitel Macau at Ponte 16

Baccara Ballroom, 6th floor

C FRAMCE MACAU
c a2t Comrares
ERAaMIne

« Clrganiser «
+ Bexiron Masatar -

)sue2

= 2021 FMCC members join free-of-charge*
= Giedts and non-members @ MOP1EE "

* Breakhzit inefuded

RSVFP before 2p.m. on 26 April
infogfrancemacaucom o Telk (853) 6803 0673
www.francemacau.com

We translate +10,000 words a day

Contact: Ms. Amy Yang
Ernail: amy krane. com. mo
Tel: +853 2871 GOB12 Fax: +853 2871 6084
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I e s Indonesia’s navy on Saturday declared its missing submarine had Navy Chief of Staff Adm. Yudo Margono said at a press conference
sunk and cracked open after finding items from the vessel over the  in Bali, “If it's an explosion, it will be in pieces. The cracks happened

past two days, apparently ending hope of finding any of the 53 crew  gradually in some parts when it went down from 300 meters to 400

members alive. meters to 500 meters. [...] If there was an explosion, it would be heard
Military chief Hadi Tjahjanto said the presence of an oil slickaswell by the sonar.”

as debris near the site where the submarine last dove Wednesday off The navy previously said it believes the submarine sank to a depth of

the island of Bali were clear proof the KRI Nanggala 402 had sunk. In- ~ 600-700 meters, much deeper than its collapse depth of 200 meters, at

donesian officials earlier considered the vessel to be only missing, but ~ which point water pressure would be greater than the hull could wi-

said the submarine’s oxygen supply would have run out early Saturday.  thstand.

T

World Views

Hal Brands, MDT/Bloomberg

THE CoLD WAR
PLAYBOOK WON'T
HELP ALEXEY NAVALNY

Should the U.S. put the fate of dissidents at the core of its
Russia policy? The question has become unavoidable. Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin’s government seems seton
killing, slowly or quickly, jailed regime critic Alexey Navalny.
U.S. President Joe Biden's administration has warned that
there will be unspecified consequences if that occurs. That
Navalny ended his hunger strike and his life isn't in immi-
nent danger — for now — doesn't remove the underlying
issue.

Today’s debate harkens back to the history of U.S. policy
toward Soviet dissidents during the Cold War. The lesson is
that support for the liberal opposition can be morally and
strategically worthwhile, even though it surely won't trans-
form Putin’s regime any time soon.

The relevant Cold War history is often told as follows.
During detente in the 1970s, U.S. officials unwisely tolera-
ted the repression of Soviet dissidents in their quest for sta-
bility with Moscow. In the 1980's, President Ronald Reagan
reversed this craven orthodoxy by standing up for critics
of the Soviet regime, thereby helping bring an evil empi-

AP PHOTO
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ét has been converted into a crematorium

for mass cremation in New Delhi, Saturday
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INDIAS CREMATORIUMS

o
=
o
I
o
o
<

Belarus' authoritarian
leader says he will change
the law on presidential
succession so that power
in the Eastern European
nation will be transferred
if he dies to the national
security council where
his son plays a prominent
role. Many observers have
suggested that President
Alexander Lukashenko,
who has ruled with an
iron fist since 1994, aims
to establish a political
dynasty, although
Lukashenko denies this.

Turkey's foreign ministry
has summoned the U.S.

re crashing down from within. ambassador in Ankara to
Important pieces of this narrative are true, but the overall o
. . protest the U.S. decision
story is more complicated.

Here's what is true. Reagan did make solidarity with dissi-
dents such as Andrei Sakharov, then languishing in internal
exile, a central pillar of his Cold War strategy. He publicly
blasted the Soviets for jailing and harassing their domestic
critics. He privately pressed Soviet leaders to release political
prisoners and reform the Soviet legal system. He even met
openly with Soviet dissidents on a trip to Moscow in 1988.

He did so because moral clarity was a tool of political war-

SWALLOWS PEOPLE’

SHEIKH SAALIQ & AIJAZ
HUSSAIN, NEW DELHI

Burial grounds in the
Indian capital New Delhi
are running out of space

grim at unbearably full
hospitals, where desperate
people are dying in line, so-

to mark the deportation
and killing of Armenians
during the Ottoman
Empire as "genocide.”
Deputy Foreign Minister
Sedat Onal met with
David Satterfield to
express Ankara's strong
condemnation. "The

fare. Highlighting the political and ethical bankruptcy of the NDIAS  crematoriums and bright, glowing funeral metimes on the roads out- ctatement does not have
Soviets was a way of pressuring that regime domestically and burial grounds are pyres light up the night sky  side, waiting to see doctors. legal ground in terms
and isolating it diplomatically. Reagan also believed, cor- being overwhelmed by the  in other badly hit cities. Health officials are of international law and

rectly, that political reform would eventually make the So-
viet Union a less authoritarian and less threatening enemy.

In the end, the policy worked brilliantly. Soviet dissiden-
ts were inspired by what they called “Reaganite readings”
— speeches in which Reagan castigated Moscow for its
sins. (The president even announced ‘“Andrei Sakharov
Day” from the White House Rose Garden in 1983.) Kremlin
leaders admitted, privately, that Reagan’s “especially strong
anti-Soviet agitation” was energizing domestic critics and
delegitimizing the Soviet Union abroad.

In the late 1980s, Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev realized
that the regime could not repair its relations with the West
until it changed its approach to political liberties and hu-
man rights. Support for dissidents was part of an ideological
offensive that brought excruciating strain on a totalitarian
state.

Yet this isn't the whole story. For one thing, Reagan wasn't
the first U.S. leader to focus on Soviet repression. Congres-
sional human-rights advocates such as Democratic Senator
Henry Jackson had started doing so in the 1970s, and Presi-
dent Jimmy Carter had infuriated Soviet leaders by pressing
them, face to face, on the well-being of particular dissidents.

America’s European allies had also begun focusing atten-
tion on Eastern Bloc human-rights violations during the
1970s, through the Helsinki Accords, and often helped the
Reagan administration push multilaterally on this issue
during the 1980s.

More important, none of that advocacy — by Carter, Rea-
gan or the Europeans — meaningfully improved political
conditions in the Soviet Union through the mid-1980s.

Soviet leaders, like most authoritarians, knew that relaxing
repression of dissidents was a dangerous game, because it
could set off growing resistance to an unpopular govern-
ment. They felt so threatened by Carter’s and Reagan’s ideo-
logical warfare that they responded by squeezing dissent
and dissenters even harder.

“The leadership is convinced that the Reagan administra-
tion is out to bring their system down and will give no quar-
ter,” one Soviet commentator explained in 1983. “Therefore
they have no choice but to hunker down and fight back.”

What changed in the late 1980s? The Politburo chose a
leader, Gorbachev, who actually cared about international
legitimacy — in part because Reagan had so successfully
denied it to the Kremlin — and who was willing to gamble
that a bit more political freedom would rejuvenate a dying
system. (He lost that bet, spectacularly.)

[Abridged]

devastating new surge of
infections tearing through
the populous country with
terrifying speed, depleting
the supply of life-saving
oxygen to critical levels
and leaving patients to die
while waiting in line to see
doctors.

For the fourth straight
day, India on Sunday set a
global daily record for new
infections, spurred by an
insidious, new variant that
emerged here, undermi-
ning the government’s pre-
mature claims of victory
over the pandemic.

The 349,691 confir-
med cases over the past
day brought India’s total
to more than 16.9 million,
behind only the United
States. The Health Minis-
try reported another 2,767
deaths in the past 24 hours,
pushing Indias COVID-19
fatalities to 192,311.

Experts say that toll cou-
Id be a huge undercount,
as suspected cases are not
included, and many dea-
ths from the infection are
being attributed to under-
lying conditions.

The crisis unfolding
in India is most visceral
in its graveyards and cre-
matoriums, and in hear-
tbreaking images of gas-
ping patients dying on their
way to hospitals due to lack
of oxygen.

In central Bhopal city,
some crematoriums have
increased their capacity
from dozens of pyres to
more than 50. Yet officials
say there are still hours-
-long waits.

At the city’s Bhadbha-
da Vishram Ghat crema-
torium, workers said they
cremated more than 110
people on Saturday, even
as government figures in
the entire city of 1.8 million
put the total number of vi-
rus deaths at just 10.

“The virus is swallowing
our city's people like a
monster,” said Mamtesh
Sharma, an official at the
site.

The unprecedented
rush of bodies has forced
the crematorium to skip
individual ceremonies and
exhaustive rituals that Hin-
dus believe release the soul
from the cycle of rebirth.

“We are just burning
bodies as they arrive,” said
Sharma. “It is as if we are in
the middle of a war.”

The head gravedig-
ger at New Delhi’s largest
Muslim cemetery, where
1,000 people have been
buried during the pan-
demic, said more bodies
are arriving now than last
year. “I fear we will run out
of space very soon,” said
Mohammad Shameem.

The situation is equally

scrambling to expand criti-
cal care units and stock up
on dwindling supplies of
oxygen. Hospitals and pa-
tients alike are struggling
to procure scarce medical
equipment that is being
sold at an exponential
markup.

The crisis is in direct
contrast with government
claims that “nobody in the
country was left without
oxygen,” in a statement
made Saturday by India’s
Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta before Delhi High
Court.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi is facing moun-
ting criticism for allowing
Hindu festivals and atten-
ding mammoth election
rallies that experts suspect
accelerated the spread of
infections.

In one such election
rally two weeks ago, Modi
barely managed to hide his
delight when he declared
to his supporters in West
Bengal state: “I have never
seen such huge crowds.”
At that time, the virus had
already started to rear its
head again and experts
were warning a deadly sur-
ge was inevitable.

With the death toll
mounting, Modi’s Hindu
nationalist government is
trying to quell critical voi-
ces. MDT/AP
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has hurt the Turkish
people, opening a wound
that's hard to fix in our
relations,” the ministry
said.

L

Vatican Pope Francis
yesterday gave the
Catholic church nine
new priests, encouraging
them in an ordination
ceremony in St. Peter's
Basilica to be humble and
compassionate and to
stay close to the rank-
and-file faithful, whose
trustin clergy has been
sorely tested by decades
of sex abuse scandals.

French authorities
detained a fifth person
yesterday in an anti-
terrorism investigation
seeking to identify
potential accomplices
and motives after a police
official was fatally stabbed
at a police station outside
Paris. French police killed
the 37-year-old Tunisian
attacker shortly after he
stabbed the unarmed
administrative employee
on Friday at the entrance
of her police station in the
town of Rambouillet.



