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Philippines’ foreign 
secretary apologized 
yesterday after tweeting 
an obscene phrase 
demanding China get out of 
Philippine-claimed territory 
in the South China Sea in 
an outburst that annoyed 
the Philippine president. 
Foreign Secretary Teodoro 
Locsin Jr. blasted China 
with the profanity, when 
the Department of Foreign 
Affairs announced it had 
protested the Chinese 
coast guard’s “dangerous 
maneuver and radio 
challenges” of Philippine 
coast guard ships patrolling 
the disputed Scarborough 
Shoal. 

Afghanistan A bomb 
exploded near a school 
in western Afghanistan 
wounding 21 people, many 
them young students, 
a provincial official said. 
Ambulances rushed to the 
site and took the wounded 
to nearby hospitals, said 
Abdul Jabar Shahiq, head 
of the health department 
in Farah province. At least 
10 of the wounded were 
students at the school 
between the ages of 7 and 
13, he said. 

Lebanon After a nearly 
six-month pause, Lebanon 
and Israel yesterday 
resumed indirect talks 
with U.S. mediation over 
their disputed maritime 
border. The resumption 
comes after a new U.S. 
administration took over. 
Lebanon has sunk deeper 
into it economic and 
financial crisis that started 
in late 2019.

Israel’s governmental 
watchdog agency 
said it would launch an 
investigation into the 
deadly stampede at a 
religious festival over 
the weekend that left 
45 ultra-Orthodox Jews 
dead. State Comptroller 
Matanyahu Englman told 
a press conference in 
Jerusalem his report would 
focus on the actions of 
decision makers, police and 
rescuers in the field. 
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Hotel industry 
on an uptrend  P3

Gov’t relaxes cross-border 
travel for foreigners 

Beijing’s UN envoy warns Myanmar 
violence could lead to civil war

 P5  P6
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Monthly Gross Gaming Revenue 
2021

8,024

7,312

8,306

8,401

2020

22,126

3,104

5,257

754

Variance

-63.7%

+135.6%

+58.0%

+1014.4%

UNIT: MOP MILLION

GAMING

SJM records 
HKD647million Q1 loss 

Success Dragon proposes 
to quit electronic gaming 
business in town

GAMING

April’s GGR increases less 
than expected in April

LYNZY VALLES

SJM Holdings recorded 
a total loss of HKD647 

million in the first quarter 
widened from last year’s loss 
of HKD409 million. 

According to the gaming 
operator’s unaudited report, 
released yesterday, the total 
net revenue, gross gaming 
revenue and net gaming re-
venue of the group decrea-
sed in the first quarter of this 
year by 28.8%, 32.7% and 
29.2%, respectively, from Q1 
of 2020.

Adjusted earnings before 
interest, taxes, depreciation, 
and amortization (EBITDA) 
of the group declined to a 
negative HKD319 million in 
Q1 from a negative HKD200 
million in Q1 2020, a decrea-
se of 60.0%.

SJM affirmed in the sta-
tement that construction of 
the Grand Lisboa Palace has 
been completed and that the 
project is undergoing final 
inspections by local govern-
ment authorities. The group 
anticipates the opening of 
the new property during the 
first half of 2021.

Last month, the com-
pany’s vice chairman, CEO, 
and executive director Am-
brose So said in SJM’s an-
nual report that its new re-

sort in Cotai has passed final 
government inspections 
and is expected to receive 
its operating licensing soon. 
Certainty regarding this ti-
meframe is expected to ease 
the pressure currently fa-
ced by the company when 
it comes to retaining a large 
number of staff members 
considered unnecessary for 
the operations of the other 
casino and hotel venues of 
SJM due to the drop in visi-
tors.

Earlier this year, Fit-
ch Ratings said it believes 
the Grand Lisboa Pala-
ce will allow SJM to gain 

a foothold in Cotai and 
raise its market share. 
“We forecast Grand Lisboa 
Palace will have EBITDA of 
HKD2 billion with 330 ta-
bles by 2022 and HKD3.5 
billion with 380 tables by 
2023, which will be partially 
offset by slightly lower EBI-
TDA at its existing proper-
ties due to table realloca-
tion and business diverted 
to Grand Lisboa Palace,” 
the institution noted.

SJM’s gross gaming reve-
nue accounted for 11.6% of 
Macau’s casino gaming reve-
nue during Q1 2021, as com-
pared with 13.3% in Q1 2020.

MACAU’S April ga-
ming revenue rose 

less than expected by 
analysts, the third straight 
month that the casino bu-
siness has disappointed as 
the gambling hub awaits 
the reopening of global 
travel.

Gross gaming revenue 
rose 1,014% year-on-year 
in April to 8.4 billion pa-
tacas (USD1.1 billion), ac-

cording to data released 
last week by the Gaming 
Inspection and Coordina-
tion Bureau. That trailed 
the median analyst esti-
mate, which expected a 
1,054% jump.

Revenue increased 
1% from the previous 
month, and is down 65% 
from April 2019, before the 
pandemic hit.

The latest jump com-

pares with the low level 
observed a year earlier, 
when Beijing ramped up 
travel restrictions to halt 
the virus. Last April, amid 
the pandemic’s throes, ga-
ming revenue sank a re-
cord 97% to less than $100 
million.

Macau is still trying to 
attract mainland gamblers 
who have been discoura-
ged by more procedures 

to obtain visas – and virus 
tests required to cross the 
border.

A travel bubble with 
Hong Kong is also in 
the works, following 
talks recently held be-
tween the SARs’ lea-
ders in Bohao, Hainan. 
On Friday, Chief Executive 
Ho Iat Seng admitted the 
possibility, but “only after 
Hong Kong goes at least 14 

consecutive days without 
Covid-19 infections,” wou-
ld talks be initiated regar-
ding establishing a travel 
corridor.

Ho Iat Seng’s statement 
comes two days after Car-
rie Lam revealed that the 
two leaders of China’s se-
mi-autonomous regions 
were negotiating a travel 

corridor between the two 
regions – without quaran-
tine required.

Last month, Bernstein 
Research forecasted that 
despite a significant in-
crease in tourist arrivals in 
the second half of April, the 
growing tourist volumes 
did not lead to more casino 
revenue for Macau. MDT

HONEY TSANG 

THE Hong Kong-based Success 
Dragon International Holdings 

has proposed to desist offering elec-
tronic gaming machine (EGM) ma-
nagement service to Macau’s casinos 
due to its unsatisfactory performance, 
according to the group’s release pub-
lished on April 30. 

During the six months ended Sep-
tember 30 2020, the group suffered a 
sharp plunge of 57.7% year-on-year in 
revenue generated from the outsour-
ced business process management 
for electronic gaming machines in 
Macau, to just HKD17.8 million. 

Such a fall pushed its share of the 
group’s total revenue from 94.9% 
during the same period last year to 
35.2% currently. The result was inter-
preted by the conglomerate as a “less 
than satisfactory performance.” 

“The decrease was mainly attribu-
table to intense competition in the 
Macau gaming market faced by the 

group. The market competition was 
further worsened by the outbreak of 
Covid-19 pandemic,” the group said 
in the statement. 

The off-putting figures dissuaded 
the group’s board of directors from 
renewing the two contracts regarding 
the provision of EGM service to the 
Macau casinos — which is slated to 
expire on April 30 2021 and May 31 
2021, respectively. 

 “The company will cease to ope-
rate the Outsourced Business Process 
Management in the coming month 
[June],” the conglomerate stated in 
the release. 

According to the group’s offi-
cial website, it is now offering the 
outsourced business process mana-
gement service — the provision of 
operational and technical support to 
casino operators to help them better 
manage their electronic gaming ma-
chine operations — to two casinos in 
Macau: Casino Casa Real and Casino 
Grandview.

January 

February

March

April
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SHotel industry believes 
worst time has passed

Unemployed residents stood at 11,600 in Q1
RENATO MARQUES

BOTH the local unem-
ployment and unde-

remployment rates have 
risen during the first quar-
ter (Q1) of this year, official 
statistics released by Sta-
tistics and Census Service 
(DSEC) show.

According to the relea-
se, the unemployment rate 
in the period of January to 
March 2021 has registered 
a growth of 0.2% quarter-
-to-quarter, reaching now 
4%.

In the same period, 
the underemployment 
rate rose by 0.3% to 4.8%, 
showing that stability in 
the local labor force has 
not yet been achieved.

DSEC also noted that, 
currently, the labor force 
living in Macau totaled 
396,600 with a participa-

tion rate of 69.9%. The total 
employment figure rea-
ched 384,900, from which, 
employed residents ac-
counted for 281,400. Such 
a figure represents a drop 
in both the total number 
of employed people (down 

by 2,000), from which local 
residents have a significant 
share, registering a reduc-
tion of 1,200 when com-
pared with the previous 
quarter.

The same statistics re-
lease notes that the num-

ber of unemployed is now 
11,600, that is, 100 more 
than that of the last quar-
ter.

Those searching for a 
new job are mostly resi-
dents previously employed 
in the Gaming sector, as 

well as in the Construction 
sector, the DSEC said.

Also registering a slight 
growth were the residents 
seeking their first job. The 
figure, which increased by 
0.5% in Q1, now represents 
8.7% of the total number of 
unemployed.

Analyzed by industry, 
employment in Hotels, 
Restaurants & Similar Acti-
vities (51,500) fell by 3,300 
quarter-to-quarter; Whole-
sale & Retail Trade (43,800) 
and the Construction sec-
tor (34,200) each saw a 
decrease of 1,700, while 
Gaming & Junket Activities 
(78,000) recorded a rise of 
1,700.

The median monthly 
employment earnings 
of the employed in the 
first quarter increased by 
MOP300 quarter-to-quar-
ter to MOP15,300, with 

those working in Gaming 
& Junket Activities and 
the Construction sector 
earning MOP20,000 and 
MOP15,000, respectively. 
Moreover, median earnin-
gs of employed residents 
grew by MOP1,000 quarter-
-to-quarter to MOP20,000.

Concurrently, the wages 
of construction workers 
in Q1 registered a rise of 
1% quarter-to-quarter to 
MOP746. Contributing to 
this rise was mostly the 
average daily wage of local 
workers (MOP953), whi-
ch went up by 1.5%, while 
the non-resident workers 
(MOP626) also rose, but 
only by 0.9%.

The DSEC also notes 
that after discounting the 
effect of inflation, the real 
wage index of construction 
workers in the Q1 of this 
year inched down by 0.1% 
quarter-to-quarter, with 
that of local construction 
workers decreasing by as 
much as 1.5%.

ANTHONY LAM

G
ENERAL hotel occupan-
cy in Macau reached le-
vels of between 80% to 
90% during the May 1 

holidays, giving the industry con-
fidence that the worst has passed, 
president of the Macau Hoteliers 
& Innkeepers Association, Cheu-
ng Kin Chung, has been quoted as 
saying.

The first day of the long weekend, 
May 1, saw 44,000 tourists arrive in 
Macau. The previous day saw 41,000 
arrivals. These numbers make these 
two days record highs during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Cheung noted that the high hotel 
occupancy rate was within the in-
dustry’s expectation when he spoke 
with local Chinese paper the Ma-
cao Daily News, adding that the city 
should still be vigilant about a relap-
se outside of China.

He recalled that before the com-
mencement of the five-day holi-
day period in Mainland China, the 
booking rate had already reached 
as high as 70%, making the indus-
try expect higher occupancy rate 
during the holidays.

It turned out the industry was 
right, considering the actual occu-
pancy rate.

Cheung sees recovery of the in-
dustry speeding up. He explained 
that as the pandemic has focused on 
mainland Chinese for domestic tra-
vel, tourists from the north of Macau 
tend to stay longer in the city.

Recent data showed that the du-
ration of each hotel booking was 
at least two nights. However, some 
more time is needed for room rate 
to reach pre-Covid highs. Cheung 
is confident that hotel occupancy 
will remain at the 50% level after the 
long holiday.

The influx of tourists has also 
led to better performance in the 
catering industry. Fong Kin Fu, vice 
chairman of the council, The United 
Association of Food and Beverage 
Merchants of Macao, said that res-
taurants and eateries across the city 
only saw increases from the third 
day of the holiday period.

Fong attributed the recovery to 

hotels offering competitive packa-
ges that lengthened the stay of tou-
rists, which at the end of the day 
benefited the retail and catering 
industries. He disclosed that outlets 
in tourist districts saw lots of diners 
and even queues outside their ve-
nues, giving him the impression that 
tourists are returning. In contrast to 
Cheung, Fong was not confident 
with the outlook prior to the holiday 
period.

Meanwhile, tourists were re-
portedly driven to experience lo-
cal “Cha-Chaan-Teng” (cafeteria) 
culture by mainland online review 
platforms. Some 50% more business 
was recorded.

TOURISM
May Day holiday expected to outperform 
previous Golden Weeks: MGTO 
THE Macao Government Tourism Office 

(MGTO) is anticipating the aggregate 
tourist arrivals to Macau during the five-day 
May Day Holiday to exceed that of previous 
Golden Weeks, Lam Tong Hou, representa-
tive of the MGTO, confirmed at yesterday’s 
Covid-19 media briefing. 

On May 1, Macau registered upwards of 
44,000 daily tourist arrivals — the city’s hi-
ghest daily arrival count since the coronavi-
rus outbreak. 

According to the data compiled by the 
MGTO, the seven-day Spring Festival Gol-
den Week from February 11 to 17 this year 

saw a total of 90,615 tourists, down 65.3% 
from the same holiday in 2020 with regard 
to the tally of average daily visitors. 

In terms of the October Golden Week in 
2020 from October 1 to 8, there were 156,000 
holidaymakers. This translates to a sharp 
plunge of 86% in average daily visitor arri-
vals from the same period in the preceding 
year. 

Considering the May Day Holiday is 
about to wrap up, yesterday and today are 
expected to be the peak for travelers leaving 
Macau and for returnees, especially at bor-
der points between Zhuhai and Macau, said 

Ma Chio Hong, head of the Division of Ope-
ration and Communications of the Public 
Security Police Force (PSP).  

As of 5 p.m. yesterday, Macau saw over 
200,000 people in daily people traffic, in-
cluding those departing from and entering 
Macau. More than 20,000 travelers visited 
Macau yesterday. 

Ma vows that the police force will carry 
out crowd diversion measures if needed. 
The MGTO also pledges to continue regular 
surveillance works to ensure local accom-
modation strictly follows anti-pandemic 
protocols. HT
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CRIME

PJ unveils credit card fraud schemes 
involving over MOP6 million

Gov’t explains proposed collection of passports at parliament
ANTHONY LAM

IN order to avoid illegal 
immigrants from des-

troying their passports whi-
le waiting in Macau, there 
is a need to collect these 
passports when an alleged 
illegal immigrant gets ar-
rested, the security forces 
explained in response to a 
parliamentary committee’s 
concerns.

The Third Standing 
Committee of the Legisla-
tive Assembly continued its 
discussion on the bill con-
cerning immigration con-
trol and residential permis-
sion last week. It covered 
Articles 31 to 48.

The bill proposed to au-
thorize the Public Security 

Police Force to waive de-
tainment on illegal immi-
grants on the condition of 
collecting their passports.

The committee was con-
cerned with the grounds 
on which the proposal was 

made. In response, the se-
curity forces explained that 
there were precedents that 
such individuals, when re-
leased from detainment, 
destroyed their passports, 
making communications 

between Macau law-en-
forcement bodies and their 
home country inaccessible. 
At the end, expelling them 
from Macau would beco-
me impossible because the 
police could not confirm 
where they were from.

Moreover, Article 31 of 
the bill proposes to requi-
re infants born to double 
non-resident parents to get 
their home-country pass-
port within 90 days of bir-
th. The committee noted 
that if no such restriction 
applies, the infant can lite-
rally remain in Macau infi-
nitely because they will not 
have a passport with which 
to travel.

On the period, the se-
curity forces noted that ex-

tensions can be applied. It 
was in response to concer-
ns raised by the committee 
earlier, which pointed out 
that closure or work-time 
restriction of foreign diplo-
matic offices in Macau may 
obstruct passport applica-
tions.

In some cases, indi-
viduals have to travel to 
Hong Kong because there 
is no representative office 
of their countries in Macau.

Article 48 of the bill pro-
posed to issue fines on pa-
rents or guardians of minor 
illegal immigrants. In ad-
dition, if the caretakers are 
not Macau residents, their 
permit to remain in Macau 
can be voided.

In addition, they may 

also be banned from 
applying for a residency or 
permit to remain for the 
next two years.

When questioned by 
the committee about the 
severity of the proposed 
punishment, the security 
branch attempted to justi-
fy the proposal, saying that 
it hopes to alert non-resi-
dents to not touch the red 
zone.

Article 47 proposed that 
illegal immigrants or indi-
viduals remaining illegally 
be expelled from the city if 
they refuse to leave Macau 
voluntarily, immediately 
and at their own expense. 
The committee reminded 
the police that this should 
be an exception.

RENATO MARQUES

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) has 
uncovered two cases of fraud 

in which unlawfully used data 
from credit cards was used for 
the acquisition of goods in onli-
ne stores and online gaming. The 
police believe that such schemes 
involved the loss of a sum of over 
6 million patacas, they informed 
yesterday during a special press 
conference.

The PJ also announced the 
detention of a total of 16 people, 
all residents of Macau and Hong 
Kong, in connection to the case. 
Seven of these people were detai-
ned by the PJ in Macau and the 
other nine in the neighboring re-
gion, in a joint operation between 
the PJ and their Hong Kong coun-
terparts.

In the joint operation, which 
took place from April 21 to May 3, 
local police detained six residents 
of Macau aged between 22 and 32 
years old. Five of them confessed 
to the PJ to having been recrui-
ted via the Internet by unknown 
people to take part in the scheme. 
According to these suspects, an 
alleged ringleader would provide 
them data from credit cards which 
they would use to load funds into 
several online gaming accounts.

They also told the PJ that for 
each transaction, they wou-
ld receive compensation in the 
amount of RMB30.

The PJ has managed to estab-
lish a direct connection between 
these people and the use of at least 
five credit cards from different lo-
cal banking institutions involving 

the amount of 53,000 patacas.
The suspects’ mobile phones, 

as well as computer devices, are 
being further examined to deter-
mine their potential involvement 
in other cases.

Concurrently, the Hong Kong 
police authorities have also de-
tained, in the same operation, 
three men and six women with 
ages ranging from 15 to 60 years 
old for their involvement in si-
milar transactions amounting to 
HKD94,800.

This joint operation was perfor-
med by a special group dedicated 
to investigating the matter, which 
was created in October last year 
between Macau and Hong Kong, 
taking into account the rise in ca-
ses of unlawful use of credit card 
data between the two regions.

In a slightly different case, the 
PJ said it had detained another lo-
cal man, also involved in the same 
type of scheme, but that the force 
has not yet been able to determi-
ne whether he is part of one of the 
groups or, instead, a third one.

This 35-year-old resident of 
Macau, who is said by the PJ to 
be unemployed, is believed to be 
related to a series of cases that 
occurred between February and 
March this year involving data 
from 25 different local credit cards 
and a sum of 158,360 patacas.

After an investigation, the PJ 
found that the suspect was using 
stolen data from the credit cards 
to buy several products online in 
overseas stores. The goods were 
mostly clothing items from luxury 
brands and were acquired in Eu-

ropean countries and shipped to 
Macau via postal services.

According to the PJ’s investiga-
tion, the local man has received 
around 400 parcels of these goods, 
totaling around 6 million patacas, 
between December last year and 
March this year.

In the course of the investiga-
tion, the police also found that the 
same man had rented an apart-
ment in Area Preta district to be 
used as reception point for the 
parcels as well as shipping some of 
them to family and friends’ home 
addresses.

When questioned on May 3, the 
man revealed that after receiving 
the items in Macau, they would be 
reshipped to the mainland to be 
resold there.

He also told the PJ that he had 

rented the apartment on the re-
quest of an alleged man from the 
mainland that he was helping.

According to the suspect’s tes-
timony, he performed this acti-
vity from June 2020 until March 
2021, receiving compensation of 
HKD30 for each small parcel and 
HKD80 for each large parcel recei-
ved.

He denied being involved in 
the acquisition of the goods and 
said he did not know where the 
goods originated from, but accor-
ding to the information collected 
by the PJ, the force believes he was 
lying in making such statements, 
as the force believes he is one of 
the main members of the group 
directly responsible for the opera-
tions, including the acquisition of 
the goods in Europe and their pro-
cessing into the mainland.

The PJ also said it had eviden-
ce that he “acquired the data from 
the credit cards by illegal means,” 
not disclosing at this point how or 
where he got the data from.

Police estimate that he had illi-
citly profited in the amount of at 
least 450,000 patacas in the last 
few months by his involvement in 
such an unlawful scheme.

In response to media ques-
tions, the PJ spokesperson added 
that the police are continuing to 
investigate the case to find the 
source of the credit card data as 
well as the final destination of the 
goods in the mainland.

While the other six residents 
of Macau are being charged only 
with computer fraud, the last sus-
pect will also be charged with the 
crime of handling stolen goods.
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Foreign Affairs Office 
hosts Youth Day forum

COVID-19
SSM taps into various incentives 
to boost vaccination rate

THE Youth Day took place in 
China yesterday, with the 

Office of the Commissioner of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the People’s Republic of China in 
the Macao Special Administra-
tive Region hosting a forum to 
discuss Macau youths’ outlook 
on the international stage.

Commissioner Liu Xianfa re-
capped in his speech that two 
local civil servants had gone to 
the UN as Junior Professional 
Officers. It was the first time in 
history that such a thing ha-
ppened, and as Liu put it, was 
“a vivid example of Macau you-
ths marching towards the wor-
ld with the Motherland at their 
back.”

It was, meanwhile, a promi-
nent embodiment of the coun-
try’s attention to and care for 
Macau youth.

He added that Macau you-
th born in the new era were 
born “timely” with “substantial 
responsibilities on their shou-
lders.” He believes that Macau 

youth shall make pioneering 
achievements.

Liu pointed out that the 
“14th Five-Year Plan”, the “Belt- 
and-Road” Initiative, and 
the Greater Bay Area provide 
unprecedented opportunities 
for the development of Macau. 
In the new era, Macau youth 
must also firmly establish a glo-
bal mindset and a global vision, 
while demonstrating their res-
ponsibilities on the internatio-
nal stage.

At the same occasion, Se-
cretary for Administration and 
Justice André Cheong empha-
sized that the Commissioner’s 
Office had long helped Macau 
vibrantly participate in global 
affairs, making Macau a specta-
cular example of the “One coun-
try, two systems” Principle.

He took the example of the 
city sending a first-aid team to 
accompany a mainland team 
to provide Covid-19 medical as-
sistance to Algeria and Sudan to 
illustrate his point. AL

COVID-19

Gov’t relaxes cross-border 
travel for eligible foreigners 

HONEY TSANG 

S
TARTING from mid-
night today (May 5), 
non-local residents will 
no longer be required 

to stay in China for at least 21 
consecutive days before being 
granted entry permission to re-
turn to Macau. 

The relaxed cross-border 
regulation for foreigners was 
unveiled by Leong Iek Hou, 
coordinator at the Center for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, at a Covid-19 media brie-
fing yesterday. 

However, the relaxed sche-
me is only applicable to non-lo-
cal residents who have stayed 
in either Macau and China over 
the past three weeks and have 
a special need to return to Ma-
cau, including family reunions, 
or other exceptional situations 
involving strong ties to Macau. 

“The objective of the new 
measure is to offer greater con-
venience to and expedite the 
cross-border travel for foreig-
ners residing in Macau,” Leong 
said. 

Before this new measure, 
non-local residents — who 
hold a travel visa to China is-
sued by the Office of the Com-
missioner of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of the People’s 
Republic of China in the Ma-
cau SAR, and have traveled to 
China from Macau — are obli-
ged to stay in the mainland for 
a minimum of 21 consecutive 
days before returning to Ma-
cau.  

As of now, the loosened en-
try regulation will enable non-

-local residents to return to 
Macau from China whenever 
they want, as long as they seek 
approval from the Health Bu-
reau (SSM), Leong explained. 

To facilitate such a type of 
request, the SSM established a 
new online registration system, 
titled “Foreigner Entry Appli-
cation System,” by which inte-
rested and eligible individuals 
may apply. 

When asked about the possi-
bility of extending the scheme 
to foreigners who are currently 
outside Macau and China, 
Leong said that the SSM would 
continue to closely monitor the 
coronavirus situation in other 
countries and regions and car-
ry out “appropriate modifica-
tions” if possible. 

“But we have still observed 
that the pandemic situation 
in many foreign countries and 
regions is still critical,”  she ad-
ded. 

Of note is the fact that the 
exemption given to those with 
resident status in China, Hong 
Kong, or Taiwan remains un-
changed, meaning that they 
continue to travel between Chi-
na and Macau without being 
subject to staying in China for 
a designated period. 

THE government will maintain a closer partnership with 
local consulates to step up its promotional efforts re-
garding social-distancing guidance, targeting foreigners 
in Macau who speak non-official languages, said coordi-
nator at the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Leong Iek Hou yesterday. 
Her reply was made in response to an announcement 
released on May 2 by the center, stating that a local 
alliance was found to have convened a gathering that 
violated social-distancing measures, with participants 
not wearing masks. 

Leong clarified that the alliance was established by the 
Vietnamese Consulate. The concerned gathering was 
held during the May Day holiday, with fewer than 300 
participants. 
The organizers said in their defence that the participants 
did not understand the regulations stipulated by the 
Health Bureau written in Chinese, English and Portu-
guese.  
Leong said the government will communicate so-
cial-distancing messages in other languages to serve 
ethnic minorities in Macau.

Health Bureau to use other languages 
on anti-pandemic promotion 

HONEY TSANG 

THE government 
is considering the 

feasibility of lifting 
the Covid-19 test re-
quirement, allowing 
fully-vaccinated par-
ticipants to take part 
in low-risk crowd- 
gathering events wi-
thout being required to 
take the Covid-19 test, 
Dr. Tai Wa Hou, coordi-
nator of the Health Bu-
reau’s (SSM) Covid-19 
Vaccination Operation, 
disclosed at yesterday’s 
media briefing.

“We hope that this 
measure can play as an 
additional incentive to 
prompt more locals to 
take the jabs,” Tai said.  

As of now, the plan 
is still under conside-
ration. However, the 
government is proacti-

vely examining its po-
tential, he confirmed. 

In addition, the mu-
tual vaccine recogni-
tion mechanism sha-
red between Macau 
and China, which may 
enable vaccinated re-
sidents to travel across 
the two places without 
the need to take the 
Covid-19 test, is “awai-
ting the approval by the 
Chinese government,” 
he added. 

OUTREACH EFFORTS
In previous vacci-

nation outreach at the 
University of Macau 
(UM), the SSM has 
administered doses 
to over 1,500 people, 
against a total of 1,700 
registrations. 

“The difference be-
tween the two num-
bers was due to some 

no-shows and some 
individuals not [being] 
qualified to take the 
vaccine due to their 
health issues,” he ex-
plained. 

The authorities will 
continue discussions 
with the UM to consi-
der the possibility of 
hosting another ou-
treach effort to offer 
second doses for the 
institution’s staff and 
students. 

Tai also said that the 
SSM had already set 
the dates for outreach 
efforts with other ins-
titutions, such as the 
Macao Institute for 
Tourism Studies, City 
University of Macau, 
the Macao Polytechnic 
Institute and the Ma-
cau University of Scien-
ce and Technology. 

The next outreach, 

following the UM, will 
be held in the Macao 
Polytechnic Institute 
in the coming days, he 
added. 

OVER TWO-THIRDS 
OF MEDICAL STAFF  
VACCINATED

Around 66% of the 
city’s 7,000 medical 
staff have already been 
vaccinated, a tally Tai 
regarded as a “very 
high [figure] that alrea-
dy forges a herd immu-
nity within the group of 
medical personnel.” 

He added the main 
reasons for most medi-
cal staff to decide not to 
take the jabs are related 
to their health statuses, 
such as pregnancy or 
other chronic diseases 
which deem them not 
safe to receive the vac-
cines. 
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ged stronger diplomatic ef-

forts to resolve the confronta-
tion in Myanmar since the Feb. 
1 military coup, warning that 
further violence could lead to 
a chaotic situation “and even a 
civil war.”

Zhang Jun also warned that 
“any wrong handling” mi-
ght lead to further tension in 
Myanmar.

The U.N. Security Council 
on Friday strongly backed calls 
by Southeast Asian nations for 
an immediate cessation of vio-
lence and talks as a first step 
toward a solution following the 
military coup in Myanmar that 
ousted civilian leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi and her party and re-
versed years of slow progress 
toward democracy. 

The council again deman-
ded the restoration of demo-
cracy and the release of all de-
tainees including Suu Kyi and 
condemned the use of violence 
against peaceful protesters and 
the deaths of hundreds of civi-
lians.

Zhang, who described 
Myanmar as “a friendly nei-
ghbor,” strongly backed diplo-
matic efforts by the Associa-

tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
known as ASEAN and by U.N. 
special envoy for Myanmar 
Christine Schraner Burgener, 
and expressed hope they would 
produce results. He said “China 
is not in favor of imposing sanc-
tions.”

“We should really be crea-
ting a more favorable environ-
ment for bringing the country 

back to normal and finding a 
political solution through dia-
logues among the relevant po-
litical parties within the consti-
tutional and legal framework,” 
he said.

Myanmar for five decades 
had languished under strict mi-
litary rule that led to interna-
tional isolation and sanctions. 
As the generals loosened their 

grip, culminating in Suu Kyi’s 
rise to leadership in 2015 elec-
tions, the international com-
munity responded by lifting 
most sanctions and pouring in-
vestment into the country. The 
coup took place following No-
vember elections, which Suu 
Kyi’s party won overwhelmin-
gly and the military contends 
was marred by fraud.

“It’s mainly an issue rela-
ting to the difference on the 
election,” Zhang said. “The 
political parties should be 
able to find a solution on that. 
So that’s why China prefers ... 
more diplomatic efforts.”

“That’s why China is working 
very closely with the relevant 
parties urging them really to 
refrain from going extreme, 
avoiding violence, avoiding ca-
sualties, and try to find a solu-
tion with dialogue. That’s why 
the council is also now giving 
full support to the diplomatic 
efforts of ASEAN,” he said.

Zhang was asked whether 
China was concerned that 
Myanmar could descend into 
civil war, given that its mili-
tary is fighting the Kachin and 
Karen ethnic minorities, whi-
ch maintain their own armed 

forces, while also confronting 
pro-democracy protesters — 
amid reports that civilians, 
mainly students, are now recei-
ving training in the use of wea-
pons in ethnic areas. 

“We do have similar concer-
ns,” Zhang said. “We do believe 
that with diplomatic efforts we 
can avoid the further escala-
tion of the tension.”

“With further escalation of 
the tension, there will be more 
confrontation, and with more 
confrontation there will be 
more violence, and with more 
violence there will be more ca-
sualties, and then we may go 
further down the wrong direc-
tion,” he warned. “It may also 
mean a chaotic situation in 
Myanmar and even a civil war.”

Zhang said China is also 
very concerned about the hu-
manitarian impact of the cri-
sis, citing U.N. envoy Schraner 
Burgener who pointed to more 
poor people losing jobs, civil 
servants refusing to work to 
protest the junta, and a brewing 
crisis of families in and around 
the main city Yangon “pushed 
to the edge” for food, going 
into debt and trying to survive. 
MDT/AP

Beijing’s UN envoy: Myanmar 
violence could lead to civil war
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EDITH M. LEDERER, 
UNITED NATIONS

U
.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken will 
participate in a U.N. Se-
curity Council meeting 

Friday chaired by China’s foreign 
minister on strengthening global 
cooperation and the key role of 
the United Nations in harnessing 
international action to tackle the 
world’s conflicts and crises, Chi-
na’s U.N. ambassador said yester-
day [Macau time].

It will be the first encounter, 
though virtually, for Blinken and 
China’s top diplomat Wang Yi. 

China’s U.N. envoy Zhang Jun 
told a news conference that Fri-
day’s meeting is “the first priority” 
of China’s Security Council pre-
sidency this month, and will be 
attended not only by Blinken but 
“quite a number” of other foreign 
ministers from the 15 nations on 
the U.N.’s most powerful body.

Last week, President Joe Biden 
stressed to Congress the critical 
importance of the United States 

keeping up with China, which his 
administration sees as a strategic 
challenger, and proving that Ame-
rican democracy can still work and 
maintain primacy in the world. 

Friday’s council session also 
comes in the wake of a conten-
tious meeting in Alaska on March 
18 between Blinken and Chinese 
Communist Party foreign affairs 
chief Yang Jiechi, who took aim at 
each other’s country’s sharply dif-
fered policies. It was the first face-
-to-face U.S.-China meeting of the 
Biden administration.

Blinken said the administration 
is united with its allies in pushing 
back against China’s increasing 
authoritarianism and assertive-
ness at home and abroad inclu-
ding its actions in Hong Kong and 
against Taiwan, the Uighur mino-
rity in Xinjiang and in the South 
China Sea. Yang responded an-
grily, demanding that the U.S. stop 
pushing its own version of demo-
cracy at a time when America has 
been roiled by domestic discon-
tent and accusing Washington of 
hypocrisy for criticizing Beijing on 

human rights and other issues.
China’s Zhang said Monday: 

“It’s becoming more and more evi-
dent that in tackling the current 
global crises, multilateralism re-
presents the right way out.”

He recalled the declaration 
adopted last September by world 
leaders commemorating the 75th 
anniversary of the United Nations 
which says that following the CO-
VID-19 pandemic: “Multilatera-
lism is not an option but a neces-
sity as we build back better for a 
more equal, more resilient, and 
more sustainable world. The Uni-
ted Nations must be at the center 
of our efforts.”

At Friday’s meeting, he said, 
“We do hope ... members will have 
the opportunity to reaffirm their 
support to multilateralism, to 
practice real multilateralism, and 
then to give stronger support to 
the role of the United Nations and 
to defend the international system 
with the United Nations sitting at 
the center, and also to support in-
ternational order based on inter-
national law.” MDT/AP

Top US diplomat to 
join China UN event 
on global cooperation
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Hunger striker Bobby Sands has died in prison 66 
days after first refusing to eat.

The 27-year-old republican spent the last days of 
his life on a water bed to protect his fragile bones.

He had been in a coma for 48 hours before being 
pronounced dead by medical staff at the Maze pri-
son in Northern Ireland.

Sands’ parents, brother and sister were at his bed-
side when he died.

This was the second time Sands had been on hun-
ger strike, the first was in 1980 when a number of 
prisoners in the Maze prison were demanding politi-
cal status for republican prisoners.

Mr Humphrey Atkins, Secretary of State for Nor-
thern Ireland issued a statement shortly after the 
death.

He said: “I regret this needless and pointless death.
“Too many have died by violence in Northern Ire-

land. In this case it was self-inflicted.
“We should not forget the many others who have 

died.
“It is my profound hope and prayer that the people 

of Northern Ireland will recognise the futility of vio-
lence and turn their faces away from it.”

Three other republican prisoners at the Maze pri-
son remain on hunger strike. There is grave concern 
for 25-year-old convicted murderer Francis Hughes, 
who began his strike 15 days after Sands.

Bobby Sands, who had served five years of a 14-
year sentence for possessing a gun, began his hun-
ger strike on 1 March.

He had softened his stance since the first strike 
and this time was making five main demands: that 
republican prisoners be allowed to wear their own 
clothes, that they be given free association time, 
visits and mail, that they should not to have to carry 
out penal work and should be given back lost remis-
sion.

The Provisional IRA is now expected to launch a 
campaign of violence and destruction in response 
to Sands’ death.

Courtesy BBC News

1981 BoBBy SandS dieS in 
              priSon

In context

Bobby Sands was the first of 10 republican prisoners to die 
after hunger strikes.
More than 60 civilians, police and soldiers also died in vio-
lence directly attributable to the hunger strikes.
Three days after the hunger strikes came to an end on 3 
October, the Ulster Secretary James Prior negotiated a 
package of concessions for the Maze prisoners - much to 
the fury of the loyalist community.
He met two of the prisoners’ demands - the right to wear 
their own clothes and the restoration of 50% of lost remis-
sion for those who obeyed prison rules for three months.

this day in history

JILL LAWLESS, LONDON

F
OREIGN ministers 
from the Group of 
Seven wealthy in-
dustrialized nations 

are gathering in London - 
their first face-to-face mee-
ting in more than two years 
- to grapple with threats to 
health, prosperity and de-
mocracy.

Host country Britain has 
warned that the increasingly 
aggressive activities of Rus-
sia, China and Iran pose a 
challenge to democratic so-
cieties and the international 
rule of law.

U.K. Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab said Britain’s 

THE chairman of one of 
South Korea’s biggest 

dairy companies has resig-
ned over a scandal in which 
his company was accused of 
deliberately spreading mi-
sinformation that its yogurt 
helps prevent coronavirus 
infections.

While stepping down as 
the company’s head, Hong 
Won-sik and other mem-
bers of his family will retain 
their commanding share in 
Namyang Dairy Products.

Namyang financed re-
search it aggressively pro-
moted through the media 
and a symposium it funded 

presidency of the G-7 this 
year “is an opportunity to 
bring together open, demo-
cratic societies and demons-
trate unity at a time when it 
is much needed to tackle 
shared challenges and rising 
threats.” 

Top diplomats from the 
U.K., the United States, Ca-
nada, France, Germany, 
Italy and Japan are holding 
two days of talks with an 
agenda that includes the 
coup in Myanmar, the Ti-
gray crisis in Ethiopia and 
the precarious situation in 
Afghanistan, where U.S. 
troops and their NATO allies 
are winding down a two-de-
cade deployment.

last month that claimed its 
Bulgaris yogurt drinks were 
effective in lowering the risk 
of coronavirus infections.

Namyang’s stock price 
rose temporarily before the 
Ministry of Food and Drug 
Safety sued the company for 
false advertising, saying the 
research was dubious and 
never involved any animal 
testing or clinical trials.

Police searched 
Namyang’s Seoul headquar-
ters last week. Namyang’s 
CEO, Lee Kwang-bum, also 
offered to resign following a 
public uproar.

“I express my sincere 

The U.K. Foreign Office 
said the group would also 
discuss “Russia’s ongoing 
malign activity,” including 
Moscow’s troop buildup 
on the border with Ukraine 
and the imprisonment of 
opposition politician Alexei 
Navalny.

G-7 ministers will also 
try to agree on a way to 
make coronavirus vaccines 
available around the glo-
be. Wealthy countries have 
been reluctant to give up 
precious stocks until they 
have inoculated their own 
populations.

Organizers have taken 
steps to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 at the London 

apology for causing disa-
ppointment and anger to 
our country’s people with the 
Bulgaris-related controversy 

meeting, including setting 
up plastic screens between 
participants and making 
on-site coronavirus tests 
available.

The British government 
invited the foreign ministers 
of Australia, India, South Ko-
rea and South Africa to join 
parts of the meeting, inclu-
ding a dinner at the grand 
Lancaster House in central 
London. The guest list was 
intended to underline the 
G-7’s support for demo-
cracies, as well as the U.K. 
government’s attempts to 
build stronger ties with Asia 
in the wake of the country’s 
departure from the Euro-
pean Union.

The government hopes 
the resumption of in-person 
G-7 meetings — after more 
than a year of disruption by 
the coronavirus pandemic 
— will give the group a jolt of 
energy and bolster attempts 
to forge a post-Brexit “Glo-
bal Britain” role for the U.K. 

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson is set to host the 
other G-7 leaders at a sum-
mit in Cornwall, England, in 
June.

Opposition politicians 
and international aid orga-
nizations say the goal of Bri-
tain playing a bigger role in 
world affairs is undermined 
by the government’s deci-
sion to slash its foreign aid 
budget from 0.7% of gross 
domestic product to 0.5% 
because of the economic hit 
from the pandemic.

The U.S. and Britain 
both dismissed reports co-
ming out of Iran that they 
are thrashing out a prisoner 
exchange deal with Tehran 
that could see the imminent 
release of British-Iranian 
woman Nazanin Zaghari-
-Ratcliffe and four Ameri-
cans. MDT/AP

at a time when the nation is 
undergoing a hard time be-
cause of COVID-19,” Hong 
said, tearing up. MDT/AP

South Korea dairy company CEO 
resigns over virus research scandal

Hong Won-sik

G7 foreign ministers 
meet face-to-face 
after pandemic pause

Britain’s Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab, right, and US Secretary of State Antony Blinken attend a press 
conference at Downing Street
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- Circumvent; 6- Inquires; 10- Motor City gp.; 13- Spur part; 14- 

Filmmaker Riefenstahl; 15- Wight or Man; 16- Sash; 17- Glass ornament; 18- Back 
of the neck; 19- Skater Lipinski; 20- Skin eruptions; 22- Pre-Easter; 24- Fancy 
home; 28- Waterproof overshoe; 31- Minor, in law; 32- Not moving; 34- Cheerios 
grain; 36- Ovid, e.g.; 37- Monk’s title; 38- Combination of three; 41- Heston’s org.; 
42- In case; 44- “___ don’t say!”; 45- Small change; 47- Caper; 49- Upward trend; 
51- Number entering device; 53- Extinguish; 56- Bonus; 59- Horse’s gait; 61- 
Concerning; 64- Size of type; 65- Ornamental coronet; 66- Underground part of 
a plant; 67- Boris Godunov, for one; 68- Sub system; 69- Even one; 70- Sharpen; 
71- Leg joints;
 
DOWN: 1- Formerly, formerly; 2- Loud; 3- Alert; 4- Make insane; 5- Pixie; 6- 
Deficient in pigmentation; 7- Appear; 8- Sack starter; 9- Move sideways; 10- 
Olympics chant; 11- Swiss peak; 12- 
Elfin; 15- Part of the foot; 20- Fur skins; 
21- Mentalist’s claim; 23- Sharp to the 
taste; 25- Expiate; 26- Rows; 27- Bluesy 
James; 29- Absorb; 30- Actor Holbrook; 
32- Peace goddess; 33- Beastly; 35- 
Lack of variety; 37- Strong criticism; 
39- Acknowledgment of debt; 40- It 
may turn; 43- Scarf; 46- Refer briefly to; 
48- Automotive vehicle; 50- Rectangle 
having equal sides; 52- Profundity; 54- 
Large wading bird; 55- Dike, Eunomia and 
Irene; 57- Japanese soup; 58- Volunteer’s 
words; 60- Swabbies; 61- A Gershwin; 62- 
Tours turndown; 63- Siegfried’s partner; 
65- Disapproving sound;

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
It’s easy to kick things into 
high gear today,Aries. Yet, 
you’ll need to incorporate your 
need for quiet, privacy, and 
solitude to make sure things run 
smoothly.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Your ruling planet, 
relationship-building Venus, 
finds herself  forming a 
supportive and powerful 
alignment with transformative 
Pluto.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Don’t rest on your laurels today, 
Gemini. You’re ready to make 
moves and see things through 
on the career front, as the soulful 
Pisces moon aligns with energetic 
Mars.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Wednesday’s skies energize you 
into action, Cancer. The moon 
floats through imaginative Pisces 
and forms a supportive connection 
with self-assertive Mars, who’s 
currently in your sign.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
If  you get locked into a situation 
that stirs up stress, know that 
physical exertion will do wonders. 
Fortunately, Luna transitions into 
objective Aquarius later in the day, 
tuning you into relationship matters.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Today’s cosmic landscape is 
anything but slow and steady, 
Virgo. You’re ready to make moves 
and go forward with your goals, as 
the visionary Pisces moon aligns 
with initiative-hungry Mars. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’ve given the opportunity to 
make important forward strides 
today, Libra. Your ruling planet, 
lover Venus, forms a supportive 
connection with illuminating 
Pluto. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Use this energy to push ahead with 
personal projects. Meanwhile, 
romantic Venus’ alignment with 
emotionally potent Pluto offers 
healing conversations on the 
relationship front.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Be sure not to brush off your 
feelings and plow through 
them. The soulful Pisces moon 
reaches out to self-interested 
Mars, helping you take action on 
stagnant relationship concerns.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Today’s skies help you get 
things back on the right track, 
Capricorn. The moon floats 
through level-headed Aquarius, 
directing your focus towards 
productive efforts.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Let yourself  heal behind closed 
doors today, Pisces. Today’s skies 
work to brighten the mood back 
up, but you may still have a few 
things to work through before 
you feel leveled out. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Let Today’s skies revitalize 
your sense of  optimism in the 
process, as the moon floats 
through your sign and meets 
up with soothing Venus and 
visionary Jupiter.

  Aquarius Pisces
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STEVE DOUGLAS

BURNLEY 1, WEST HAM 2

W
ITH Michail Anto-
nio and other key 
players out inju-
red, West Ham’s 

improbable bid for a first ever 
Champions League qualification 
was thrown off track.

One by one, they are retur-
ning. And a top-four finish in the 
Premier League — toppling some 
of English soccer’s biggest teams 
along the way — could still be on.

Antonio marked his come-
back game after nearly a month 
out with two goals as West Ham 
rallied to beat Burnley 2-1 and 
move within three points of four-
th-placed Chelsea with four ga-
mes left.

West Ham’s run-in — featuring 
games against Everton and lowly 
trio Brighton, West Bromwich 
Albion and Southampton — 
appears more benign than that 
of Chelsea, which must still play 
champion-elect Manchester 
City, Arsenal, Leicester and As-
ton Villa.

Just as significant for West 
Ham manager David Moyes, his 
injury list is clearing up. 

Antonio, the team’s star striker 
and joint-top scorer, and creative 
defender Aaron Cresswell made 
their returns against Burnley, 

and Declan Rice — the England 
holding midfielder — is back in 
training after a knee injury that 
has kept him out since the end of 
March.

Moyes’ side arrived at Turf 
Moor on the back of losses to 
Newcastle and Chelsea, but 
looked a much more potent 
force with Antonio leading the 
line and Jesse Lingard floating 
behind.

Chris Wood, fresh off a hat 
trick at Wolverhampton, gave 
Burnley the lead from the penal-
ty spot in the 19th minute after 
being fouled by Tomas Soucek 
but Antonio equalized within 
two minutes by heading in Vladi-
mir Coufal’s cross.

Antonio then glanced in Said 
Benrahma’s whipped cross from 
the left with the slightest of tou-
ches into the far corner in the 
29th.

West Ham vaulted Tottenham 
into fifth place and is four poin-
ts clear of seventh-placed Liver-
pool, which has a game in hand 

after its match at Manchester 
United on Sunday was postponed 
because of fan protests against 
United’s American owners.

NEEDING A MIRACLE
Sam Allardyce needs what 

he says is a “miracle” to main-
tain his record of never having 
been relegated from the Pre-

mier League.
A West Brom team he took 

over in mid-December is 10 
points from safety with just 
four games remaining after 
drawing with Wolverhampton 
1-1.

West Brom’s fate is likely 
to be sealed next weekend, 
perhaps before the side’s next 

game — at Arsenal on Sunday.
“We owe it to everyone to 

keep a professional attitude 
and go out and try to win every 
game we’ve got left,” Allardyce 
said, “and hope every team 
above us loses every game and 
then, by some magic miracle 
and some fairy dust, we stay 
up.”

There are five teams above 
the relegation zone who are 
10 to 12 points clear of West 
Brom, which is in next-to-last 
place. Just two of that quintet 
need to win to consign West 
Brom to an immediate return 
to the second-tier Cham-
pionship.

Wolves was fortunate to go 
in front at The Hawthorns in 
first-half stoppage time when 
West Brom defender Kyle 
Barkley’s attempted clearan-
ce struck the standing foot of 
21-year-old striker Fabio Silva 
and looped into the net.

Mbaye Diagne equalized in 
the 62nd minute. MDT/AP

FOOTBALL

West Ham’s top-4 bid back on 
track thanks to Antonio double

West Ham’s Michail Antonio celebrates after scoring his side 2nd goal 
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Bill and Melinda Gates announce 
they are getting divorced

Bill and Melinda Gates said Monday that they are divorcing but 
would keep working together at the Bill and Melinda Gates Fou-
ndation, one of the largest charitable foundations in the world.

In identical tweets, the Microsoft co-founder and his wife said 
they had made the decision to end their marriage of 27 years.

“We have raised three incredible children and built a foundation 
that works all over the world to enable all people to lead healthy, 
productive lives,” they said in a statement. “We ask for space and 
privacy for our family as we begin to navigate this new life.”

Bill Gates was formerly the world’s richest person and his for-
tune is estimated at well over $100 billion. How the couple end 
up settling their estate and any impact on the foundation will be 
closely watched, especially after another high-profile Seattle-a-
rea billionaire couple recently ended their marriage.

Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos and MacKenzie Bezos finalized their 
divorce in 2019. MacKenzie Scott has since remarried and now 
focuses on her own philanthropy after receiving a 4% stake in 
Amazon, worth more than $36 billion.

OPINION
World Views
Clara Ferreira Marques, MDT/Bloomberg

Russia is turning to 
multiple Chinese firms to 
manufacture the Sputnik 
V coronavirus vaccine 
in an effort to speed up 
production as demand 
soars for its shot. Russia 
has announced three deals 
totaling 260 million doses 
with Chinese vaccine 
companies in recent 
weeks. It’s a decision that 
could mean quicker access 
to a shot for countries in 
Latin America, the Middle 
East, and Africa that 
have ordered Russia’s 
vaccine, as the U.S. and 
the European Union 
focus mainly on domestic 
vaccination needs. 

EU’s drug regulator 
announced yesterday 
that it has started a rolling 
review of China’s Sinovac 
coronavirus vaccine to 
assess its effectiveness 
and safety, a first step 
toward possible approval 
for use in the 27-nation 
bloc. The European 
Medicines Agency said 
that its decision to start 
the review is based on 
preliminary results from 
laboratory studies and 
clinical studies.

Slovenia The exiled 
Belarusian opposition 
leader called for sustained 
international focus on the 
struggle for democracy 
in her country against 
long-ruling authoritarian 
President Alexander 
Lukashenko. Sviatlana 
Tsikhanouskaya spoke 
during her visit to Slovenia, 
a small Alpine nation that 
is slated to take over the 
rotating presidency of the 
European Union in July. 

Mexico An elevated 
section of the Mexico City 
metro collapsed and sent 
a subway car plunging 
toward a busy boulevard, 
killing at least 23 people 
and injuring about 70, city 
officials said. Rescuers 
searched a car left 
dangling from the overpass 
for hours for anyone 
who might be trapped. 
Those efforts were 
suspended yesterday, 
however, because of 
safety concerns for 
those working near the 
precariously dangling car. 
A crane was brought in to 
help shore it up.
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Hong Kong bites the 
hands that care for it

It hasn’t been an edifying few days for Hong Kong. 
After a domestic worker from the Philippines was fou-
nd late last week to have contracted a more infectious 
strain of Covid-19 locally, all 370,000 foreign women 
working in the territory’s homes were ordered to 
take coronavirus tests, many queueing for hours 
over the weekend to do so. They faced the prospect 
of mandatory vaccinations, too — something not 
required of any other category of resident. Discrimi-
nation cannot be the basis of a good public health 
strategy.

The unequal treatment of housekeepers, mostly 
Filipinas and Indonesians, is not uncommon in 
Hong Kong. Little is done to improve the plight of 
those who keep the financial center fed, washed and 
cared for. None are expected to ever settle in the city, 
and small indignities are rife. The city’s South Asian 
community, many of them long-term residents and 
even citizens, felt the collision of discrimination and 
pandemic measures earlier this year when targeted 
lockdowns began. These were accompanied by com-
ments from authorities on minorities’ “social beha-
viors” — described as gathering, eating and drinking. 
This mistake is callously being repeated with the fo-
reign domestic helpers. One official explained that 
the women are considered high risk because, on their 
single weekly day off, they meet friends.

As a virus-containment strategy, it seems an odd 
priority. There’s nothing to suggest, whatever is 
happening in their home nations, that domestic 
workers already in Hong Kong have higher transmis-
sion risk than anyone else. They’re required to live 
with families and not in dormitories, and have far 
fewer opportunities to interact with others than, say, 
their employers. Prevention is sensible, but previous 
clusters of infections started by wealthy dancing ma-
trons and expatriate gym-goers didn’t provoke simi-
lar mass testing by category. And while a case can be 
made for obligatory vaccinations, it’s hard to see why 
it would apply only to one group — indeed, com-
plaints have now forced the government to annou-
nce it is reviewing the decision. Domestic workers 
have already suffered disproportionately through 
the pandemic, with employer-imposed restrictions 
and acute loneliness.

Hong Kong authorities have said the moves are not 
discriminatory, because they target an occupation. 
Fully vaccinated workers are exempt from testing. 
Yet much like Australia’s decision to ban citizens co-
ming from India, threatening fines and jail — some-
thing Canberra didn’t do for returnees from Europe 
or the United States when cases surged there — the 
policy betrays deeper prejudice. Quarantine of arri-
vals in Australia might have obtained the same ef-
fect without the problematic undertones. In Hong 
Kong, tracing contacts while reaching out to encou-
rage vaccination might have resulted in more lasting 
change among domestic workers and beyond, given 
the unimpressive overall pace of inoculation across 
the territory.

Some of this comes down to the sort of responses 
favored by Hong Kong authorities. While it’s true 
that quarantine and testing have helped keep cases 
in the territory low, policies have been erratic and 
often harsh. The infected helper has prompted tens 
of thousands of tests, but also forced all residents of 
her roughly 400-unit apartment building into gover-
nment quarantine for 21 days. An earlier, unrelated 
case of a recently arrived domestic worker found to 
be infected with the troublesome strain put a luxury 
block of flats into isolation camps for the same three 
weeks. It’s at least a missed opportunity to show the 
benefits of inoculation by allowing vaccinated fami-
lies to isolate at home. 

Today, a silent workforce suffers insufficient food,  
rest and autonomy. A minimum wage of HKD4,630  
for a month of six-day weeks, or just under $600, 
could easily be matched in Asia’s many other aging 
economies, all in need of more young helping hands. 
Add in ad hoc humiliations like this testing order and 
they may become far more attractive. 

[Abridged]

HALELUYA HADERO

ASIAN American busi-
ness leaders are lau-

nching a foundation to 
challenge discrimination 
through what they call 
the largest philanthropic 
commitment in history by 
Asian Americans geared to 
support members of their 
own community. 

The Asian American 
Foundation, which annou-
nced its launch yesterday 
[Macau time], said it has 
raised $125 million from 
its board members to su-
pport Asian American and 
Pacific Islander organi-
zations over the next five 
years. The foundation has 
also raised an additional 
$125 million from indivi-
dual and corporate donors 
through its “AAPI Giving 
Challenge.”

Donors include Care.
com founder Sheila Lirio 
Marcelo; Li Lu, the foun-
der and chairman of the 
investment firm Himalaya 
Capital; Joseph Bae, the 
co-president of the invest-
ment firm Kohlberg Kravis 
& Roberts; Jerry Yang, the 
co-founder of Yahoo; Jo-
seph Tsai, the co-founder 
and executive vice chair-
man of the Chinese tech-
nology company Alibaba; 
and Peng Zhao, the CEO of 
the financial services firm 
Citadel Securities.

The announcement 
coincides with Asian Ame-
rican Heritage month and 
with the aftermath of the 
March killings of eight 

people, including six Asian 
women, in Atlanta, which 
led to a spike in philan-
thropic pledges and do-
nations to Asian American 
groups and causes.

Experts cautioned that 
it was unclear whether 
those donations would be 
sustained for Asian Ameri-
can and Pacific Islander or-
ganizations. Though Asian 
Americans and Pacific Is-
landers make up about 6% 
of the population of the 
United States, organiza-
tions that focus on those 
communities have histo-
rically been neglected in 
philanthropy. One report 
from the advocacy orga-
nization Asian Americans/
Pacific Islanders in Phi-
lanthropy shows that just 
0.2% of contributions from 
U.S. foundations went 
toward these communities 
in 2018, the latest year for 
which the group has ade-
quate analysis of awarded 
contributions. 

The Asian American 
Foundation says its giving 
will focus on three areas: 
supporting organizations 
and leaders who are mea-
suring and challenging vio-
lence against Asian Ameri-
can and Pacific Islanders; 
developing a common 
data standard that tracks 
violence and hate inciden-
ts; and helping create K-12 
and college curriculums 
that “reflect the history of 
Asian American and Paci-
fic Islanders as part of the 
American story.”

It has already made 

some grants. Before its 
launch, the foundation 
contributed a total of $3 
million to Asian Ameri-
cans Advancing Justice, 
National Asian American 
Women’s Forum and Stop 
AAPI Hate, a group that 
has reported an increase 
in hate crimes targeting 
Asian Americans in several 
cities across the U.S. since 
March 2020.

Asian American and 
Pacific Islander com-
munities “need systemic 
change to ensure we are 
better supported, repre-
sented, and celebrated 
across all aspects of Ame-
rican life,” said the foun-
dation’s President Sonal 
Shah, who previously ser-
ved as a deputy assistant 
to former President Bara-
ck Obama. She added in 
a statement that the fou-
ndation “plans to spark 
that systemic change and 
help fundamentally trans-
form AAPI empowerment 
and support well into the 
future.”

The group, whose fou-
nding advisory council 
included CNN hosts Lisa 
Ling, Fareed Zakaria, 
basketball player Jeremy 
Lin and former Secretary 
of State Condoleezza 
Rice, will kick off today 
by hosting a virtual event 
called “Claiming Power: 
The Future of Asian Ame-
ricans.” Former Presi-
dents Bill Clinton, Geor-
ge W. Bush, and Barack 
Obama are scheduled to 
speak. MDT/AP

Asian American 
business leaders seek to 
fight discrimination
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