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MGTO DIRECTOR EXPRESSED 
HER CONFIDENCE IN TOURISM 

PERFORMANCE FOR THE 
UPCOMING SUMMER HOLIDAYS 

OVER HALF OF THE 83,000 
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GOVERNMENT’S THIRD STIMULUS VIA 
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Syria Firefighters 
extinguished a blaze 
yesterday in a distillation 
unit at one of Syria’s two 
oil refineries, Syrian state 
TV reported. No one was 
hurt, but the fire caused 
some damage to the 
facility, a refinery official 
said. The TV named the 
cause of the fire as crude 
oil leakage from one of the 
pumping stations at the 
Homs Oil Refinery in the 
central province of Homs. 
The fire came amid a series 
of mysterious attacks on 
vessels and oil facilities in 
Syria over the past months. 

Emirates Dubai’s long-haul 
carrier Emirates will begin 
shipping aid from the World 
Health Organization and 
other groups into India for 
free to help fight a crushing 
outbreak of the coronavirus, 
the airline said yesterday. 
The offer by Emirates, 
which has some 95 flights 
weekly to nine cities in India, 
initially involves aid already 
in Dubai but may expand 
across the carrier’s network 
as time goes on. That could 
mean major savings for aid 
groups as airfreight costs 
have skyrocketed amid 
the pandemic. Demand 
for flown cargo stands at 
record levels worldwide.

U.S. Navy announced 
yesterday it seized an arms 
shipment of thousands of 
assault weapons, machines 
guns and sniper rifles 
hidden aboard a ship in the 
Arabian Sea, apparently 
bound for Yemen to 
support the country’s 
Houthi rebels. An American 
defense official told The 
Associated Press that the 
Navy’s initial investigation 
found the vessel came from 
Iran, again tying the Islamic 
Republic to arming the 
Houthis despite a United 
Nations arms embargo. 
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vaccine gets 
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The long-anticipated Wealth Management Connect -- 
a program considered a landmark in the further opening-up 

of China’s financial system -- is set to roll out “soon,” 
Hong Kong’s Financial Secretary Paul Chan announced
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MAY GOLDEN WEEK
167,000 travelers recorded 
with tourism sector upbeat 
for strong recovery

MGTO director confident in 
summer holiday performance

HONEY TSANG 

MACAU had welcome a 
total of 167,000 visitors 

during the five-day May Day 
holiday — with the average 
daily tourist tally standing 
high at 33,000 — represen-
ting a promising rebound, 
the Macao Government Tou-
rism Office (MGTO) unveiled 
the preliminary data on Fri-
day. 

There were 45,000 holi-
daymakers entering Macau 
on May 1, hitting a new sin-
gle-day record high since the 
Covid-19 outbreak. 

The average tourist arri-
val per day during the holi-
day outperforms the earlier 
prognosis by the MGTO of 
30,000 only, Maria Helena de 
Senna Fernandes, director of 
MGTO, told TDM in an ear-
lier interview.

“The statistics have been 
a huge encouragement for 
the city’s tourism industry,” 
and it anchors tourism prac-
titioners’ confidence toward 
prospects for the city’s tou-

ANTHONY LAM

CONSIDERING the 
tourism heat during 

the past May 1 long holi-
day period, Maria Hele-
na de Senna Fernandes, 
director of the Macao 
Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO) expres-
sed her confidence in 
tourism performance 
during the coming sum-
mer holidays.

Speaking at a sideline 
of a public event yester-
day, the MGTO director 
compared the city’s tou-
rism performance this 
past holiday period with 
several holiday periods 
last year, highlighting 
the improvements re-
corded.

“I guess the entire 
industry is very confi-
dent that the coming 
summer could be a very 
good period,” Fernan-
des said. She stressed 
that a lot of promotions 
are being or will be run 
in mainland China to 
familiarize people there 
of Macau’s position as a 

rism market and economy, 
she added. 

Fernandes said she was 
told by many tourism practi-
tioners that their businesses 
had seen a sharp turnaround 
during the holiday.

In comparison, the daily 
traveler number was 158.2% 
higher than that during the 
Spring Festival Golden Week 
holiday this year and 25.4% 
more than that in April.

Overall, the daily tourist 
number during this May Day 
holiday reached 21.1% of 
pre-pandemic levels or the 
2019 May Day holiday levels.

A fresh influx of tourists 
during the holiday drove the 
city’s occupancy rate as well. 

According to the booking 
data offered by local accom-
modation, MGTO estimated 
that the city’s average occu-
pancy rate during the May 
Golden Week was at 83.2% 
— a rate Fernandes said, “is 
inching closer to the 96.6% 
in 2019.”

Whilst stacked against 
the Chinese New Year (CNY) 

safe city for travel.
She also noted that 

during the holiday pe-
riod starting from May 
1, tourists stayed for 
more nights than pre-
-Covid-19 times. She 
disclosed that some tou-
rists even stayed for five 
nights, compared to a 
night or so normally.

Fernandes attributed 
that to cheaper rooms, 
dining and shopping 
options. In addition, she 
noted that the authori-
ty was inspired to think 
that the city needs more 
attractions to cater to 
tourists who stay longer 

holiday this year, the occu-
pancy rate of the May Day 
holiday was 34.6 percentage 
points higher.

In terms of segment, the 
average occupancy rate of 
5-star hotels stood at 84.8%, 
surging by 33.8 percentage 
points from the CNY holiday.

The rate for 4-star, 3-star 
and 2-star hotels was 79.6%, 
86.6% and 74.9%, up by 29.7, 
41.4 and 50.3 percentage 
points, respectively.

The average room pri-
ce during the holiday was 
approximately 1,263.7 pata-
cas, representing a modest 
increase of 1.7% from the 
previous CNY holiday.

Fernandes vows to conti-
nue launching promotional 
activities, both online and 
offline, in different Mainland 
cities.

The MGTO will also gear 
itself up for future reope-
ning between Hong Kong 
and Macau and will con-
tinue to beef up efforts in 
promoting Macau to Hong 
Kong visitors.

than normal.
Previous news repor-

ts have pointed out that 
Grand Lisboa Palace is 
gearing up to open in 
the first half of the year. 
When questioned about 
that, the MGTO director 
said she had no update 
to provide.

However, she admi-
tted that applications 
for licenses have been 
received from the resort 
owner. Normal proce-
dures must be carried 
out and the MGTO will 
ensure all requirements 
are met before a license 
is issued to the resort.

GAMING

May Day GGR expected to be at 40-50% 
of pre-pandemic levels: JP Morgan
HONEY TSANG 

THE gross gaming revenue (GGR) 
during the five-day May Day ho-

liday from May 1 to 5 is expected to 
reach 40% to 50% of 2019 levels, also 
considered as pre-pandemic levels, 
according to the latest prognosis re-
leased on May 6 by JP Morgan.

The GGR daily run-rate is projected 
by the brokerage to stand at around 
MOP400 million to MOP500 million 
during the holiday, when compared 
to over MOP 1 billion during the same 
period in 2019.

The figure also represents a sharp 
advancement of 50% to 80% from 
the GGR run-rates in the previous 
months, MOP270 million to MOP 280 
million per day in March or April. This 
performance is “well above the 30% 

to 50% uptick that we typically see for 
May Golden Week reflecting pent-up 
demand,” JP Morgan said.

According to the statistics compiled 
by the Macao Government Tourism 
Office (MGTO), Macau registered a to-
tal of 167,000 tourists during the five-
-day May Day holiday, or the average 
daily tourist tally of up to 33,000.

The fresh arrival data provides 
compelling evidence to earlier re-
marks made by Lam Tong Hou, repre-
sentative of the MGTO during the me-
dia brief last Tuesday, saying that she 
is anticipating the aggregate tourist 
arrivals to Macau during the five-day 
May Day holiday to exceed that of the 
previous Golden Weeks.

According to the data compiled by 
the MGTO, the seven-day Spring Fes-
tival Golden Week from February 11 to 

17 this year saw a total of 90,615 tou-
rists or 12,945 daily visitors on average.

During the October Golden Week 
from October 1 to 8, 2020, there were 
156,000 holidaymakers, equivalent to 
19,500 daily holidaymakers.

Despite the noticeable improve-
ment from the previous two Golden 
Weeks, JP Morgan stated the visita-
tion during this May Golden Week is 
expected to only reach around 25% of 
that of the 2019 May Golden Week.

According to MGTO, the actual 
average daily visitor during this May 
Day holiday reached 21.1% of the 2019 
May Day holiday levels, around four 
percentaage points lower than the 
brokerage’s estimate.

The official GGR for the holiday is 
believed to be unveiled today, suggests 
the brokerage.
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SSM targeted with 
cyberattacks over the weekend

SMG 
forecasts 
‘very hot’ 
weather 
today

The Meteorological 
and Geophysical 
Bureau (SMG) 
warned that it is 
expected to be 
“very hot” in the 
city today, and 
that the maximum 
temperature will be 
33 degrees Celsius 
or above. The public 
is advised to beware 
of heatstroke and to 
stay hydrated.  SMG 
has two hot weather 
alerts: orange, which 
is considered as 
“extremely hot” and 
yellow as “very hot.”

Over 118,600 
residents 
vaccinated

The Health 
Bureau (SSM) has 
administered a total 
of 118,687 vaccines, 
of which 77,597 have 
been inoculated. Of 
the figure, 36,356 
received the first 
dose, while 41,241 
have completed 
their jabs. Adverse 
events totaled to 
542 reports with 540 
mild adverse events, 
and two serious 
adverse events. The 
SSM continues to 
encourage the public 
to get vaccinated.
 

Residential 
property 
price index 
decreased 
slightly

The overall 
residential property 
price index for 
January to March 
2021 decreased 
by 0.7% over the 
previous period 
(December 2020 
to February 2021) 
to 261.2, according 
to information from 
the Statistics and 
Census Service 
(DSEC). The 
indices for the 
Macau Peninsula 
(260.7) and Taipa 
& Coloane (263.5) 
dropped by 0.8% and 
0.4% respectively. 
Analysed by 
quarter, the overall 
residential property 
price index in the 
first quarter of 2021 
dropped by 2.8% 
compared to the 
fourth quarter of 
2020.

IC defends initial green light 
for antique customs tear-down
ANTHONY LAM

W
ITH an antique cus-
toms facility descri-
bed as representing 
high national educa-

tion value saved from danger at the 
last minute, Mok Ian Ian, president 
of the Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) in-
sisted that no direct link to its historic 
values was found in the first place.

She reiterated that the IC had 
commissioned a team of archeolo-
gists to survey the site. The team did 
not find any specific value suppor-
ting the preservation of the site in 
part or in full.

In 2017, the Macau University of 
Science and Technology purchased 
an old map that identified the site as 
an aged customs facility. Although 
the map was kept privately by the 
institution, cultural heritage archi-
tect André Lui Chak Keong wrote in 
2018 two major articles on Chinese 
paper Macao Daily News to empha-
size the findings.

After the Urban Planning Com-
mittee Plenary last month, the IC 
announced the suspension of the 
proposed demolition of the facility. 
At the plenary, the IC’s vice president 
even defended the bureau’s decision.

When asked for the reason why 
the bureau did not reevaluate the 
value of the site, given the map and 
the articles, the IC president bypas-
sed the question. She reiterated 
that initial archeological findings 
did not provide a direct link to the 

values of the site.
The archeological work was con-

cluded before the purchase of the 
map by the university and the arti-
cles by Lui.

When questioned if the IC has 
committed negligence when insis-
ting the green light, she declined to 
comment.

She repeatedly noted that she was 
aware several articles have been wri-
tten with mixed conclusions on the 
values of the site.

On the topic of an IC employee 
allegedly violating duty of confiden-
tiality, Mok expressed regret about 
the case. She said she had reiterated 
to her team the ethics, professional 
morality and duty of a civil servant.

Although stressing the parallel 
importance of safeguarding public 
interests and legality, she refrained 
from engaging in further disclosure, 
citing the on-going legal procedure.

When questioned about the ten-
der review procedure for the New 
Central Library project, which is 
suspected to be the epicenter of 
the case, Mok said the decision was 
completely justified, adding that 
each piece of work had run through 
thorough internal discussions.

While discussing the proposed 
provisional car tire park in Taipa, 
Mok noted that the IC suggested pre-
servation of the existing old factory 
building “appropriately”, with the 
inclusion as parts that can “create 
collective memories.”

MACAU International Museum Day 
Carnival 2021 opened yesterday 
at the Macao Science Center as 
part of the city’s celebrations for 
International Museum Day, which 
falls on May 18 each year.
The theme set by the International 
Council of Museums for this year’s 
International Museum Day is “The 
Future of Museums: Recover and 
Reimagine.”
At yesterday’s event, the 14 partici-
pating museums in the city, such as 
the Macau Grand Prix Museum, the 
Pawn Shop Gallery, the First Ser-
vices Museum and the Communi-

cations Museum, hosted activities 
and DIY craft workshops.
These included the non-fired 
ceramic tile painting workshop, Tak 
Seng On accessories DIY workshop 
and kalimba DIY workshop.
The Guangdong Museum, Guang-
zhou Museum and Shenzhen 
Museum are participating in the 
event and have set up booths at 
the activity venues. The Leisure 
and Cultural Services Department 
of Hong Kong is also taking part 
in the carnival, and has displayed 
publications at on-site booths and 
through online means.

Museum Day carnival opens

RENATO MARQUES

SEVERAL cyberattacks to 
the Health Bureau (SSM) 

computer system were re-
corded last Friday and Sa-
turday, the SSM acknowled-
ged in several statements to 
the media.

The attacks caused se-
veral disruptions to the 
system - namely “affecting 
the normal operations of 
the health code system, the 
booking systems for vac-
cination against Covid-19, 
and the nucleic acid tests 
(NAT),” the SSM informed.

The first attack was re-
corded on May 7 at around 
10:30 a.m. and, according 
to the SSM, all the systems 
were operational within 
45 minutes following the 
prompt intervention by its 

technicians and the tele-
communications company 
CTM.

The SSM noted that be-
sides users facing difficul-
ties in accessing the system, 
there were no other compli-
cations on SSM’s operations 
reported.

Another attack to one of 
SSM’s communication lines 
was reported around 3:30 
p.m. on the same day. Ac-
cording to the SSM, an im-
mediate action was taken 
to halt the line’s operations, 
which enabled all services 
to continue operations wi-

thout disruption.
Problems persisted on 

Saturday causing another 
disruption of the system 
for a short period around 7 
a.m., which was also resol-
ved in less than 30 minutes.

During this disruption, 
the SSM said that cross-

-border passages in all bor-
der checkpoint posts were 
slightly affected.

The final attack from ha-
ckers was reported on Sa-
turday around 5 p.m., which 
made it impossible for users 
to obtain the Macau Health 
Code or schedule vaccina-
tions and NAT.

After immediate repairs 
to the computer systems, 
services including the 
transfer of the Macau Heal-
th Code to the Guangzhou 
Province Health Code resu-
med as per normal.

According to procedures, 
the SSM has forwarded the 
cyberattack cases to the Ju-
diciary Police, who will pro-
ceed with the investigation 
on the cyberattacks through 
the Cybersecurity Incident 
Alert and Response Center.

The SSM strongly con-
demns the cyberattacks, 
stating that, “[the ha-
ckers] had the purpose to 
affect the fight against the 
epidemic and the public 
services.”
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IC reports 
unauthorized 
car entry in 
St Paul’s Ruins 
churchyard 
to PSP

The Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) has reported the 
unauthorized entry of a 
vehicle in the area of Ruins 
of St. Paul (Mother of God 
church) churchyard to the 
Public Security Police Force 
(PSP), the IC informed in 
a statement. The case 
occurred last week and 
received a lot of attention 
on social media with many 
netizens sharing the photo 
of the vehicle circling and 
stopping in front of the 
old church façade during 
nighttime.

PJ reports on 
bullying case 
viral on the 
Internet

The Judiciary Police (PJ) 
has acknowledged a video 
circulating on the Internet 
in which two teenager 
students are seen fighting 
on the street. According to 
the PJ, one of the students, 
accompanied by his parents, 
has reported the case to 
the police, which is now 
under investigation. The 
police force noted that 
bullying, including insults 
and defamation, among 
others, can result in crime. 
Those involved might face 
legal liability, a situation 
that would cause problems 
in their future. The PJ also 
calls on everyone who is 
involved or aware of bullying 
cases to immediately report 
them instead of ignoring or 
tolerate them. The PJ also 
noted that the case has been 
reported to the Education 
and Youth Development 
Bureau to follow up with the 
students’ school.

THIRD STIMULUS

Majority prefers consumption 
card option, 83,000 registered
RENATO MARQUES

A total of 83,000 Macau resi-
dents registered for the third 

round of government stimulus 
through electronic consump-
tion on the first day. From those, 
approximately 43,000 residents 
preferred to register to receive the 
government’s benefits via the elec-
tronic consumption card, which 
was launched last year when the 
first round of the economic sti-
mulus started, the Economic and 
Technological Development Bu-
reau (DSEDT) and the Monetary 
Authority of Macao (AMCM) in-
formed in a joint statement.

According to the bureaus, the 
registration went smoothly wi-
thout any issues. On the first day, 
40,000 people who registered no-
ted that their preference to receive 
the funds via one of the eight mobi-
le payment applications available.

To continue informing and 
clarifying the population regar-
ding any doubts, the DSEDT and 

AMCM will continue to organize 
public sessions in the community 
neighborhoods. So far, six sessions 
have been held with over 400 peo-
ple attending.

The same entities also noted 
that over this week, representati-
ves from the bureaus will partici-
pate in radio programs aiming to 
address citizens’ doubts promptly.

The DSEDT also noted that 
it has created a website with all 
the details of the plan available, 

as well as answers to residents’ 
queries at www.dsedt.gov.mo/
2021consumo.

In a different statement, the 
Identification Services Bureau 
(DSI) noted that, in order to faci-
litate the registration of newborns 
in the third round of the stimulus, 
parents can request the registra-
tion at the same time they pro-
cess the formalities related to the 
baby’s Macau Identification Card 
(BIR), being able to collect both 

cards at the same time at DSI.
To ensure that the process is 

done successfully, the DSI notes 
that the BIR application needs to 
be submitted before December 7 
so that it can be issued by Decem-
ber 13.

The registration period for the 
third round of the stimulus started 
on May 7 and will take place until 
December 10 this year. Cards can 
be collected from May 24 to De-
cember 13.

RESIDENTIAL

91% of Iao Hon residents in favor 
of rebuilding housing estates
RESIDENTS of old re-

sidential buildings 
in Iao Hon are in favor of 
rebuilding the housing 
blocks, a survey conduc-
ted by the Macau Urban 
Renewal Limited (MUR) 
shows.

On supporting the re-
development of the esta-
te, 91% of the 647 owner-

-occupiers of residential 
units interviewed su-
pported redevelopment, 
with 8.97% saying they 
did not support it, had no 
comments, did not know 
or refused to answer. 
Meanwhile, 78.5% of the 
84 owner-occupiers of 
non-residential units in-
terviewed supported re-

development, with 21.5% 
saying they do not su-
pport or did not giving a 
clear answer.

Residents at the estate 
were mostly tenants.

Based on the resear-
ch study and through 
different channels and 
methods, MUR has con-
tacted about 55% of the 

estate’s property owners.
Meanwhile, over 

70% of the owner-occu-
piers of residential uni-
ts interviewed reported 
“peeling of the external 
walls (75.6%)”, “was-
te everywhere (73.3%)”, 
“too many trespassers 
(71.1%)” and “too many 
non-resident workers 

(71.1 %)”. Almost 80% of 
owner occupiers of resi-
dential units interviewed 
said they hoped there will 
be community facilities 
such as parks, wet marke-
ts, supermarkets, bus 
stops and banks in the 
area after redevelopment.

The research study co-
vered all 2,556 residen-
tial and non-residential 
units at Iao Hon Estate, 
which includes seven 
blocks: Hong Tai House, 
Kat Cheong House, Son 
Lei House, Heng Long 
House, Mau Tan House, 
Man Sau House and Seng 
Yee House. LV

Transmac suspends driver 
over unsafe driving

Woman found dead 
in Cotai resort, 
PJ suspects murderRENATO MARQUES

THE Transportes Urbanos 
de Macau S.A.R.L (Trans-

mac) has issued a statement 
noting the suspension of a 
driver involved in an incident 
widely spread on social media.

In the statement released 
on Saturday, the public bus 
operator noted “regarding the 
incident broadcasted over 
the internet in which a driver 
of a Transmac vehicle is seen 
pushing against a person - 
Transmac took the incident 
very seriously and ordered the 
immediate suspension of the 
driver after the incident.”

A 50-year-old fema-
le resident from the 

mainland has been fou-
nd dead in a hotel room 
of an integrated resort 
in Cotai on Friday after-
noon, the Judiciary Police 
(PJ) reported.

The alert was given by 
the hotel staff who called 
the emergency line.

After a preliminary in-
vestigation, the PJ found 
that the deceased woman 
had unusual scars on her 
head and neck, promp-

According to the detailed 
information provided in the 
same statement, the incident 
occurred on Friday, May 7 
around 11 p.m. when a Trans-
mac bus operating as a private 
staff shuttle from a hotel was 
forced to stop its ride because 
a person stood in front of the 
bus.

According to the informa-
tion available, the person was 
one of the hotel staff mem-
bers and he was attempting to 
board bus which had stopped 
at the traffic light. The man had 
missed boarding the bus at the 
pick-up point location nearby.

“Since the driver did not 

ting further investigation 
on the case and ruling it 
as a possible homicide.

According to informa-
tion collected during the 
preliminary investiga-
tion, it is suspected that 
the woman may be rela-
ted to the illegal activity of 
currency exchange in the 
casinos.

According to informa-
tion collected by several 
media sources, the room 
where the alleged crime 
occurred was located on 

open the door to let the per-
son get on board of the bus 
on the road, this staff member 
stood in front of the vehicle to 
stop the vehicle from moving,” 
Transmac said, noting that the 
driver did manage to stop the 
bus without hurting the per-
son and that the police was 
called to the scene.

“The hotel staff involved 
was not injured and left the 
scene after the police handled 
the case,” the company added.

The suspension of the 
driver was justified with the 
company’s policy of zero to-
lerance for all unsafe driving 
situations.

the 31st floor of the inte-
grated resort, as the floor 
was sealed during the 
time that PJ inspectors 
were collecting evidence.

The incident has been 
classified as a homicide 
for now until the exact 
cause of death is determi-
ned by a forensic exami-
nation.

The PJ is still investi-
gating the case to try to 
identify the possible sus-
pect or suspects of the 
crime. RM
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Stronger GBA wealth tie via 
new scheme is on the horizon
HONEY TSANG 

T
HE long-anticipated 
cross-border invest-
ment pilot scheme 
entitled “Wealth Ma-

nagement Connect” — ena-
bling residents in the Greater 
Bay Area (GBA) to purchase 
cross-boundary wealth mana-
gement products distributed 
by the region’s banks — will 
be rolled out “soon”, Financial 
Secretary of Hong Kong Paul 
Chan Mo Po unveiled on Fri-
day.

The scheme is a collaborati-
ve effort by the People’s Bank of 
China, the Hong Kong Mone-
tary Authority (HKMA), and the 
Monetary Authority of Macao 
(AMCM).

The program is considered 
a landmark in the further ope-
ning-up of China’s financial 
system, with experts believing 
that a deluge of mainland mo-
ney is set to pour into both 
Hong Kong and Macau’s marke-
ts once the Scheme takes effect.

Chan, on Friday, did not 
specify the concrete timefra-
me as to when the Scheme will 

be launched. On Macau’s side, 
AMCM has not officially revea-
led the timetable as well. It’s 
believed that the Central go-
vernment has the last say in the 
schedule.

According to Bloomberg, 
head of GBA at HSBC Holdings 
Plc Daniel Chan stated that the 
scheme “marks another encou-
raging step toward the opening 

of mainland China’s capital 
markets and reinforcing Hong 
Kong’s status as an internatio-
nal financial center,” 

The Wealth Management 
Connect scheme is compri-
sed of two components: The 
Southbound and Northbound 
gateways. The Southbound ga-
teway serves residents of Main-
land cities in the GBA who plan 

to invest in eligible investment 
products offered by banks in 
Hong Kong and Macau throu-
gh opening designated in-
vestment accounts with these 
banks.

The Northbound leg is desig-
ned for residents of Hong Kong 
and Macau to venture into the 
products distributed by the 
GBA’s mainland banks through 
the same means.

Chan’s reaffirmation came 
less than a day after the Peo-
ple’s Bank of China (PBOC) and 
other mainland monetary wa-
tchdogs issued a statement on 
Thursday night, which stipu-
lated a set of draft rules on the 
pilot scheme.

According to the draft regu-
lations, the mainland investors 
deemed eligible for the scheme 
must be the holders of hou-
sehold registration issued by 
the nine Mainland cities in the 
GBA or having paid taxes in the 
nine cities for five consecutive 
years.

The mainland investors are 
also required to have at least 
two years of investment expe-
rience and with no less than 1 

million yuan in net household 
financial assets over the recent 
three months.

In the initial stage, the PBOC 
sets a cap of 150 billion yuan to 
be invested in either the Sou-
thbound or Northbound chan-
nel and the individual invest-
ment quota of 1 million yuan.

The PBOC is now seeking 
public opinions upon the dra-
ft regulations. The deadline 
for the consultation is due on 
May 21. 

According to Bloomberg, 
shares in some Chinese banks 
picked up on Friday, with that 
of China Merchants Bank Co. 
up 4%, Ping An Bank Co. up 
3.4%, and BOC Hong Kong 
climbed by 1.6%.

The cross-border investing 
mechanism was first unveiled 
in a joint statement published 
by the three entities on June 29 
last year.

On February 5, the “Memo-
randum of Understanding on 
the Launch of the Cross-Bou-
ndary Wealth Management 
Connect Pilot Scheme in the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area” was inked by: 
HKMA, AMCM, PBOC, China 
Banking and Insurance Regu-
latory Commission, China Se-
curities Regulatory Commis-
sion, State Administration of 
Foreign Exchange and Securi-
ties and Futures Commission 
of Hong Kong.
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Sinopharm vaccine Gets WHO 
backing, facilitating broader use

EU, India try again to clinch trade deal, sidelining China
BARRY HATTON, PORTO

THE European Union 
and India agreed Satur-

day to restart negotiations 
on a bilateral free trade 
deal, eight years after their 
first attempt failed and as 
both sides seek alternatives 
to China.

Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi spoke via 
videoconference to EU lea-
ders attending a summit in 
Portugal. The two sides an-
nounced what they called 
“a pivotal moment” in their 
relations by agreeing to re-
sume talks they gave up on 
in 2013 and to collaborate 
on a wide range of other is-
sues.

Speaking at a press con-
ference after the closed-

-door talks, senior EU of-
ficials were thrilled by the 
prospect of closer ties with 
India.

European Commission 

President Ursula von der 
Leyen called it “outstan-
ding” and “a landmark mo-
ment.” European Council 
President Charles Michel 

said Saturday’s agreement 
marked “a new, important 
chapter” in bilateral rela-
tions.

Modi was scheduled to 
be at the online press con-
ference after the meeting 
but didn’t appear. 

Plans for a face-to-face 
EU-India summit in Porto, 
in northern Portugal, fell 
through after Modi cance-
led his trip due to the de-
vastating pandemic surge 
in his country. His remote 
appearance was the first 
time an Indian leader par-
ticipated in a meeting with 
all of the EU’s leaders.

Von der Leyen said 17 
EU countries have provi-
ded more than 100 million 
euros ($122 million) worth 
of pandemic aid to India, 

including oxygen genera-
tors, medicines and ventila-
tors, and were ready to send 
more.

While trade talks pro-
ceed, parallel negotiations 
will be held on investment 
protection and geographic 
indicators - a key interest 
for the EU, which places 
importance on protecting 
its distinctive products - in 
order to speed up the pro-
cess, von der Leyen said.

The two sides said in a 
six-page joint statement 
that they also agreed to 
cooperate more in areas 
such as supercomputing 
for pandemic and climate 
change modelling, artificial 
intelligence and digital and 
transport connectivity.

Warm relations with In-

dia have an added attrac-
tion for the EU, which is ea-
ger to expand its influence 
in the Indo-Pacific region.

The EU’s ties with China 
have soured over Beijing’s 
treatment of its Uighur 
Muslim minority, leading to 
the suspension of the bloc’s 
ratification of a bilateral in-
vestment agreement.

India, meanwhile, fell 
out with China in a border 
dispute last year.

Clinching a free trade 
deal won’t be an easy task 
for EU and Indian negotia-
tors. Six years of talks pro-
duced no agreement the 
last time they tried, with 
issues such as vehicle par-
ts and duties on wine and 
spirits thwarting an agree-
ment. AP

CHINA’S Sinopharm Group 
Co. won World Health Or-

ganization backing for its Co-
vid-19 vaccine, paving the way 
for a wider rollout of the shot in 
countries scrambling for immu-
nizations.

The WHO listed the vacci-
ne for emergency use, Director 
General Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said in a tweet on Fri-
day. It’s recommended for adults 
age 18 and over.

“This afternoon, WHO gave 
Emergency Use Listing to Si-
nopharm Beijing’s #COVID-
19vaccine, making it the sixth 
vaccine to receive WHO valida-
tion for safety, efficacy and qua-
lity,” Tedros said on his Twitter 
account

WHO’s imprimatur for the 
state-owned pharmaceutical 
company’s shot adds another 
option for Covax, a program su-
pported by WHO and other glo-
bal health groups that’s aimed 
at ensuring every country has 
access to vaccinations. It joins a 
small supply of immunizations 
from Pfizer Inc. and its partner 
BioNTech SE, AstraZeneca Plc 
and Johnson & Johnson that are 
available especially to poor na-
tions that have been shut out as 
wealthy countries wrapped up 
most of the existing vaccine su-
pply.

The timing of the authoriza-
tion is critical since India, the 
largest vaccine manufacturer, 
dramatically curtailed delive-
ries of the AstraZeneca shot it 
was providing to Covax. India 
is currently battling the largest 

outbreak in the world and the 
immunizations made there are 
being used locally.

“The addition of this vaccine 
has the potential to rapidly acce-
lerate Covid-19 vaccine access,” 
Mariangela Simao, WHO assis-
tant-director general for access 
to health products, said in a sta-
tement.

The WHO’s green light also 

bestows global legitimacy on the 
shot, and is especially influential 
in developing countries that lack 
their own regulatory bodies and 
rely on the international health 
organization’s advice for which 
shots are safe. Sinopharm’s shot 
is already being used in coun-
tries from Peru to Serbia, but no 
developed western country has 
approved it yet.

“It helps a lot to have an inde-
pendent body review the data,” 
said Rupali Limaye, director of 
behavioral and implementa-
tion science at the International 
Vaccine Access Center at Johns 
Hopkins School of Public Heal-
th. “It will boost confidence, but 
use of the vaccines will still re-
quire a lot of persuasion at the 
public level.”

PERFORMANCE QUESTIONS
The WHO nod could also pave 

the way for countries to allow in 
travelers who have received Chi-
nese shots, even if the vaccine 
is not approved for use locally. 
Ahead of a planned reopening 
to vaccinated tourists this sum-
mer, the European Union has 
said that member countries can 
consider opening to people who 
have shots cleared by the WHO.

Despite the WHO backing, 
there are questions on how the 
Chinese vaccines, while protec-
ting individuals from developing 
severe Covid-19, might help stop 
the virus from transmitting and 
infecting more people. The Si-
nopharm vaccine accounts for 
roughly 60% of doses adminis-
tered in Seychelles, which has 
vaccinated more of its popula-
tion than any other nation in the 
world but has still had to reins-
tate some virus-related curbs as 
cases surge. The shot’s efficacy 
for preventing symptomatic and 
hospitalized disease was estima-
ted to be 79% in all age groups 
combined, the WHO said.

The vaccine contains inactive 
forms of the Sars-CoV-2 virus, 
which are injected to stimulate 
an immune response against the 
pathogen. The shot has been wi-
dely used in China since the mi-
ddle of 2020. It has been sold or 
donated to nearly 60 countries 
and regions ranging from Hun-
gary in the European Union to 
Egypt and Somalia in Africa sin-
ce the start of this year.

The WHO is close to making 
a decision on another Chinese 
vaccine, this one from Sinovac 
Biotech Ltd., while Tianjin-ba-
sed CanSino Biologics Inc. has 
started to submit data about 
its immunization to the heal-
th agency on a rolling basis. 
BLOOMBERG

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
mon 10.05.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CHINA中國

page 7

 advertorial

AP
 P

H
O

TO

SPACE 

Agency says debris 
from long March 
rocket landed in 
Indian Ocean
BRUCE EINHORN

REMAINS of a huge Chinese ro-
cket have landed in the Indian 

Ocean amid global concern the 
country’s space program lost con-
trol of a giant chunk of debris.

Pieces of the Long March 5B ro-
cket re-entered the atmosphere at 
10:24 a.m. yesterday and plunged 
into the sea at around 72.47 de-
grees east longitude and 2.65 de-
grees north latitude, according to 
a statement by the China Manned 
Space Agency posted on its official 
website.

China launched the rocket in 
late April to deliver the first part 
of the country’s space station, but 
unlike other large launch vehicles 
that typically fall back to Earth in a 
pre-planned area, the Long March 
5’s core stage went into orbit, too. 
China’s Foreign Ministry said Fri-
day that the rocket was unlikely to 
cause any damage because most of 
it would burn up during re-entry.

“Most components have been 
burned and destroyed during the 
re-entry into the atmosphere,” ac-
cording to the Sunday statement.

Under President Xi Jinping, 
China is trying to become a space 
power on par with the U.S. In 2019, 
the Asian nation became the first 
country to send a probe to the far 
side of the moon, and this month a 
Chinese spacecraft will attempt to 
land on the surface of Mars.

The Long March 5B debris 
wasn’t the first scare involving Chi-
na’s giant rocket, which the country 
is counting on for its space station 
as well as deep space exploration.

Last year, part of a Chinese ro-
cket crashed in the West African 
nation of Cote d’Ivoire after Chine-
se authorities seemed to have lost 
control, the U.S. Space Command 
said at the time. The crash earned 
China a public rebuke from then-
-NASA Administrator Jim Bridens-
tine.

COMMONPLACE
The new incident with the Long 

March 5B raises the prospect of 
uncontrolled re-entries becoming 
commonplace, according to Jona-
than McDowell, a scientist at the 
Harvard-Smithsonian Center for 
Astrophysics in Cambridge, Mas-
sachusetts, because China will be 
using the rocket for its space sta-
tion as well as other missions.

“Now we can conclude that this 
is design feature of the Long March 
5B,” he said.

Since the demise of Skylab, the 
NASA space station that crashed 

into Western Australia in 1979, 
most programs have gone to great 
lengths not to risk putting big sta-
ges of rockets into orbit.

“If you design them the dumb 
way, they end up in orbit,” Mc-
Dowell said. “For some reason, 
China when designing the Long 
March 5B said ‘We don’t really care, 
we’ll just do it the simple way’.”

That may be because of the 
unusual design of the Chinese ro-
cket, according to Adam Gilmour, 
CEO of Gilmour Space Technolo-
gies, an Australian company based 
on the Gold Coast, Queensland, 
that plans on launching its first ro-
cket next year.

The second stage of the Long 
March 5B is much larger than that 
of a comparable rocket from Space 
Exploration Technologies Corp., 
or SpaceX, the company backed 
by billionaire Elon Musk, Gilmour 
said.

“You shove up into space this 
massive second stage, and if you 
can’t control it safely to land, you 
might damage things,” he said.

The lack of information from 
China regarding the rocket highli-
ghts the need for greater openness 
from that country about its space 
projects, said Richard de Grijs, an 
astrophysics professor at Mac-
quarie University in Sydney and 
former faculty member at Peking 
University in Beijing.

“The Chinese space program is 
run by the Chinese military, so it’s 
very hush-hush,” he said.

While that military control is 
unlikely to change, China could 
still find ways to share more infor-
mation with outsiders, something 
that will be increasingly important 
as it moves forward with projects 
like the space station.

“Whenever you send up a ro-
cket, it needs to go somewhere,” de 
Grijs said. “There will be more de-
bris.” MDT/BLOOMBERG
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Nelson Mandela has become South Africa’s first 
black president after more than three centuries of 
white rule. 

Mr Mandela’s African National Congress (ANC) 
party won 252 of the 400 seats in the first democra-
tic elections of South Africa’s history. 

The inauguration ceremony took place in the Union 
Buildings amphitheatre in Pretoria today, attended 
by politicians and dignitaries from more than 140 
countries around the world. 

As part of the ceremony he pledged his allegiance 
to South Africa and his determination to continue 
his work for reconciliation. 

“I do hereby swear to be faithful to the Republic of 
South Africa and do solemnly and sincerely promise 
to promote that which will advance and to oppose all 
that may harm the republic... and to devote myself 
to the well-being of the republic and all its people.” 

Jubilant scenes on the streets of Pretoria followed 
the ceremony with blacks, whites and coloureds ce-
lebrating together. 

When the new president, flanked by First Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki and Second Deputy Presi-
dent FW de Klerk, appeared on the Botha Lawn be-
neath the Union Buildings the crowd went wild. 

More than 100,000 South African men, women and 
children of all races sang and danced with joy. 

Addressing the crowd President Mandela paid tri-
bute to outgoing president Mr FW de Klerk: “He has 
made for himself a niche in history. 

“He has turned out to be one of the greatest re-
formers, one of the greatest sons of South Africa.” 

He also spoke of the “human disaster” of apartheid. 
“We saw our country tear itself apart in terrible 

conflict... The time for healing of wounds has come... 
Never, never again will this beautiful land experience 
the oppression of one by another.” 

And urging forgiveness he said in Africaans: “Wat is 
verby verby” - “What is past is past” 

Courtesy BBC News

1994 Mandela becoMes sa’s
   first black president

In context

Following the inauguration ceremony, President Mandela 
entrusted his deputy, Thabo Mbeki, with the day-to-day 
business of the government. 
Mandela himself concentrated on the ceremonial duties of 
a leader, building a new international image for South Africa. 
Mandela stepped down as South Africa’s president after 
the ANC’s landslide victory in the national elections in the 
summer of 1999, in favour of Mr Mbeki. 
Since his retirement he has continued travelling the world, 
meeting leaders, attending conferences and collecting 
awards.

this day in historyWashington Post says 
US secretly obtained 
reporters’ records
ERIC TUCKER, 
WASHINGTON

THE Trump Justice De-
partment secretly seized 

the phone records of three 
Washington Post reporters 
who covered the federal in-
vestigation into ties between 
Russia and Donald Trump’s 
2016 presidential campaign, 
the newspaper said Friday.

The disclosure sets up a 
new clash between the fe-
deral government and news 
organizations and advocates 
for press freedom, who re-
gard the seizures of reporters’ 
records as incursions into 
constitutionally protected 
newsgathering activity. Si-
milar actions have occurred 
only rarely over the past de-
cade, including a seizure of 
phone records of Associated 
Press reporters and editors 
over a 2012 story that revea-
led a foiled bomb plot.

In a statement published 
by the newspaper, Cameron 
Barr, the Post’s acting executi-
ve editor, said: “We are deeply 
troubled by this use of gover-
nment power to seek access 
to the communications of 
journalists. The Department 
of Justice should immediate-
ly make clear its reasons for 
this intrusion into the activi-
ties of reporters doing their 
jobs, an activity protected 
under the First Amendment.”

The action is presumably 
aimed at identifying the re-
porters’ sources in national 
security stories published in 

THE battle for the future 
of Scotland has begun 

after a dramatic set of British 
election results left the U.K. 
starkly divided.

Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson’s Conservative par-
ty cemented its grip on La-
bour’s former heartlands in 
northern England, while in 
Scotland parties pushing to 
split away from the U.K. won 
a historic majority.

That threw Johnson and 
Scottish National Party lea-

the early months of Trump’s 
administration, as federal in-
vestigators scrutinized whe-
ther his 2016 campaign had 
coordinated with the Kremlin 
to sway the election.

The records’ seizure was 
approved by Justice De-
partment leadership last 
year. The reporters — Ellen 
Nakashima, Greg Miller and 
Adam Entous, who has since 
left the Post — were notified 
in letters dated May 3 that the 
Justice Department had ob-
tained records for their home, 
work or cellphone numbers. 

The records sought cover 
the period of April 15, 2017, 
to July 31, 2017, according 
to the newspaper. Justice 
Department guidelines for 
media leak investigations 
mandate that such actions 
are to be taken only when 
other avenues for obtaining 
the information have been 
exhausted, and that the af-
fected reporters are to be no-
tified unless it’s determined 
that it would impede the in-
vestigation or interfere with 
national security.

der Nicola Sturgeon into 
what could be a vicious and 
lengthy showdown over 
whether a new referendum 
should be held Scottish in-
dependence.

Yesterday, Cabinet mem-
ber Michael Gove repeatedly 
deflected questions about 
whether the U.K. govern-
ment would block a second 
referendum if the Scottish 
government legislated for 
one, arguing the focus across 
the country should be on 

“While rare, the Depart-
ment follows the established 
procedures within its me-
dia guidelines policy when 
seeking legal process to ob-
tain telephone toll records 
and non-content email re-
cords from media members 
as part of a criminal inves-
tigation into the unauthori-
zed disclosure of classified 
information,” department 
spokesman Marc Raimondi 
said in a statement. 

“The targets of these in-
vestigations are not the news 
media recipients but rather 
those with access to the na-
tional defense information 
who provided it to the media 
and thus failed to protect it as 
lawfully required,” he added.

Bruce Brown, the execu-
tive director of the Reporters 
Committee for Freedom of 
the Press, said it “raises se-
rious First Amendment con-
cerns” for the government to 
obtain records of journalists’ 
communications.

“It is imperative that the 
new Justice Department 
leadership explain exactly 

recovering from the pan-
demic. He also said not all 
SNP voters want the party to 
prioritize the push for inde-
pendence.

“If we get sucked into a 
conversation about referen-
da and constitutions, then 
we are diverting attention 
from the issues that are most 
important to the people in 
Scotland and across the Uni-
ted Kingdom,” Gove told Sky 
News.

Responding to Gove’s 

when prosecutors seized 
these records, why it is only 
now notifying the Post, and 
on what basis the Justice De-
partment decided to forgo 
the presumption of advance 
notification under its own 
guidelines when the inves-
tigation apparently involves 
reporting over three years in 
the past,” Brown said in a sta-
tement.

The government also said 
it had received a court order 
to get email records from the 
reporters that would have 
shown who they had emai-
led and when, but that it did 
not obtain those records, the 
newspaper said.

The Post said the Justice 
Department did not specify 
the purpose of the subpoe-
na or identify any articles at 
issue. But the time period 
covered by the subpoena 
includes the publication of 
a story that suggested that 
intelligence intercepts indi-
cated that Jeff Sessions, at the 
time Trump’s attorney gene-
ral, had discussed campaign 
issues with Russia’s then-am-
bassador, Sergey Kislyak.

The Justice Department 
under former Attorney Ge-
neral Eric Holder in 2015 an-
nounced revised guidelines 
for obtaining records from 
the news media during cri-
minal leak investigations, re-
moving language that news 
organizations said was am-
biguous and requiring addi-
tional levels of review before 
a journalist could be subpoe-
naed.

The updated policy was a 
response to outrage among 
news organizations over 
Obama administration tac-
tics seen as overly aggressive 
and hostile toward newsga-
thering.

Sessions, Holder’s suc-
cessor, announced in 2017 
a renewed crackdown on 
leaks of national security in-
formation to the media. AP

words, Sturgeon told the 
BBC that while he first task 
is stearing Scotland through 
the pandemic, the SNP po-
sition on a referendum was 
clear to voters. She also said 
it would be “absurd” for the 
U.K. government to ignore 
the people’s wishes, and that 
she hopes it never ends up in 
court.

“All this talk about lega-
lity and whether or not the 
U.K. government challenges 
the Scottish government in 
court, misses a point: the 
people of Scotland have 
voted for the SNP on the 
strength of offering, when 
the time is right, an inde-
pendence referendum,” she 
said. MDT/BLOOMBERG

POLITICS
UK polls spark Scottish debate, 
hurt Johnson’s opposition
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  The ___ Valley is a Californian wineland; 5- Betel palm; 10- Yard tunneler; 

14- Designer Cassini; 15- Like some bears and icecaps; 16- Is indebted; 17- Nothing, 
in Nice; 18- View; 19- Scottish loch, home to a monster!; 20- Bristly; 22- Abridge; 
24- Antagonist; 25- Stable; 26- Actor Stoltz; 28- Author of fables; 32- Store sign; 35- 
Where the truck driver rides; 37- Capital of New South Wales; 38- Capp and Capone; 
39- Groomer; 41- Atmosphere; 42- Native drum; 45- Female pronoun; 46- Look at 
lustfully; 47- Beer mug; 48- Honolulu’s island; 50- Fat used to make candles; 54- Lost; 
58- Metallic element; 61- Some mattresses; 62- By and by; 63- Knot; 65- Jason’s craft; 
66- Wrinkly fruit; 67- Capital on the Red River; 68- Normandy city; 69- Baby powder; 
70- Reliable; 71- Bronte heroine;
 
DOWN 1- Scandinavian; 2- Extra-terrestrial being; 3- Golfer Calvin; 4- Nickname; 
5- Semicircular recess; 6- Fabled bird; 7- Opt; 8- Paddled boat; 9- Concert venue; 
10- Wealthy; 11- Western writer Wister; 
12- Not as much; 13- “___ quam videri” 
(North Carolina’s motto); 21- Neighbor 
of Leb.; 23- June 6, 1944; 25- “The Lion 
King” villain; 27- SDI concern; 29- Catch; 
30- Trompe l’___; 31- Combustible heap; 
32- Cereal grain; 33- Scheme; 34- Salinger 
girl; 36- Clear tables; 37- Queens stadium; 
40- Demonstrate; 43- Of great size; 44- 
___ even keel; 46- Surpass; 49- Possess, 
to Burns; 51- Luminous; 52- Pertaining to 
the moon; 53- Muscat native; 55- Wander; 
56- Enthusiastic; 57- Together; 58- Lacking 
slack; 59- Swenson of “Benson”; 60- 
Damage done; 61- Lost traction; 64- ___ v. 
Wade;

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINAEasy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You may want to clear the 
air where older relatives 
are concerned. Romantic 
opportunities will be plentiful 
if  you get out and mingle. Do a 
little extra work at home.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Your emotions have been 
pulled out of  shape and you 
need to do a little backtracking. 
Don’t overextend your self  in 
order to add luxury items to 
your entertainment center. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Your involvement with groups will 
raise your self  esteem. Travel will 
entice you; however, a tendency 
to overspend is quite possible. Do 
something together and you’ll be 
surprised how sweet a deal you make.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You can make profitable 
investments if  you purchase an 
art object for your home. Your 
personal life will be disrupted 
if  you have been too busy with 
business. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Changes in your home may be 
disruptive and upsetting. Go on 
business trips if  at all possible. 
You should include children in 
your activities. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Try to get out and socialize. Be 
sure to take care of  the needs 
of  youngsters. Don’t let peers 
distract you or push their work 
your way.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Friends may have valuable 
information to pass on. Your 
emotional state could leave you 
vulnerable and confused. Pleasure 
trips will promote new romantic 
encounters. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Enjoy the company of  relatives 
today. You can elaborate on 
your creative ideas and get 
involved in groups that relate 
to the arts. Too much talk will 
lead to disputes. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Don’t hesitate to look for 
alternatives that will enable you 
to raise the kind of  donations 
you need to do the job right. Be 
aware that you might be at fault 
as well. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
 You are best to back away from 
commitment. Pushy people 
must be kept at arm’s length. 
Opportunities to get ahead will 
be evident. n your social events 
carefully.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Cultural activities will prove 
to be quite enlightening for 
everyone. You may find that 
depression is causing you to feel 
lonely and insecure. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You would be wise to socialize 
with as many people as possible. 
You may have some difficulties 
with someone you live with. Don’t 
let your partner get you going.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Nine Super League clubs accept 
UEFA fines, three rebels face bans
ROB HARRIS

O
NLY nine of the 12 Eu-
ropean clubs who lau-
nched an ill-fated bid 
to form a Super League 

have agreed to a peace deal with 
UEFA and accepted being fined 
millions of dollars.

The remaining trio of rebels are 
at risk of being banned from the 
Champions League for not renou-
ncing the breakaway. Barcelona, 
Real Madrid and Juventus have 
refused to approve what UEFA on 
Friday called “reintegration mea-
sures,” and they will be referred 
to UEFA disciplinary bodies for 
sanctions after backing the new 
largely closed competition.

The Super League project im-
ploded three weeks ago after the 
English clubs — Arsenal, Chelsea, 
Liverpool, Manchester United, 
Manchester City and Tottenham 
— backed out inside 48 hours af-
ter a backlash from the fans and 
British government.

The Premier League clubs 
along with Atletico Madrid, AC 
Milan and Inter Milan have offi-
cially signed up to a settlement 
with UEFA to participate only in 

the existing open European com-
petitions and accepted giving 
up 5% of revenue for one season 
playing in Europe. It wasn’t speci-
fied if that would be this or a fu-
ture season. Teams from England 
and Spain reaching the final can 
earn more than 100 million pou-
nds ($122 million), meaning 5 
million euros would be sacrificed.

The nine clubs will also 
make a combined payment of 
15 million euros for what UEFA 
called a “gesture of goodwill” to 
benefit children, youth and gras-

sroots football. 
In a move to prevent them de-

ploying the Super League threat 
again, the clubs have also agreed 
to be fined 100 million euros 
if they seek again to play in an 
unauthorized competition or 50 
million euros if they breach any 
other commitments to UEFA as 
part of the settlement.

“The measures announced are 
significant, but none of the finan-
cial penalties will be retained by 
UEFA,” said Aleksander Čeferin, the 
UEFA president. “They will all be 

reinvested into youth and grass-
roots football in local communi-
ties across Europe, including the 
UK. These clubs recognised their 
mistakes quickly and have taken 
action to demonstrate their con-
trition and future commitment to 
European football.

“The same cannot be said for 
the clubs that remain involved in 
the so-called ‘Super League,’ and 
UEFA will deal with those clubs 
subsequently.”

Ceferin previously told The 
Associated Press that the clubs 

not disavowing the Super League 
could be banned from UEFA’s 
competitions.

“UEFA has reserved all rights 
to take whatever action it deems 
appropriate against those clubs 
that have so far refused to renou-
nce the so-called Super League,” 
UEFA said on Friday. “The matter 
will promptly be referred to the 
competent UEFA disciplinary bo-
dies.”

The 12 clubs were dubbed 
the “dirty dozen” by Ceferin in a 
heated period when he fought 
to prevent the clubs launching a 
competition that would lock in 
15 places for teams for more than 
two decades, rather than having 
to qualify through annual domes-
tic league placings as is required 
for the Champions League.

The nine clubs to sign up to 
UEFA’s “club commitment decla-
ration” will rejoin the European 
Club Association, which they quit 
on May 18 when the Super Lea-
gue was announced, and they will 
terminate their legal involvement 
with the company.

The English clubs could yet 
face separate sanctions from 
the Premier League and Football 
Association which is investiga-
ting their attempt to split from 
the established structure. UEFA 
indicated a desire for the agree-
ment to settle with UEFA to ser-
ve as mitigation when domes-
tic punishments are assessed. 
MDT/AP
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Street parties celebrate end 
of Spain’s state of emergency

Impromptu street celebrations erupted across Spain as the 
clock struck midnight on Saturday, when a six-month-long na-
tional state of emergency to contain the spread of coronavirus 
ended and many nighttime curfews were lifted.

In Madrid, police had to usher revelers out of the central 
Puerta del Sol square, where the scenes of unmasked dancing 
and group signing esembled pre-pandemic nightlife.

Teenagers and young adults also poured into central squares 
and beaches of Barcelona to mark the relaxation of restrictions.

“Freedom!” said Juan Cadavid, who was reconnecting with 

friends. “[It’s] a bit scary, you know, because of COVID, but I 
want to feel like this around a lot of people.”

The 25-year-old Barcelona resident was also rejoicing at the 
prospect of going back to work at a Michelin-star restaurant 
that has been closed for the past seven months due to pande-
mic-related restrictions.

Local restaurants will be able to serve dinner again beginning 
Sunday and can stay open until 11 p.m. But a limit of four peo-
ple per table remains and indoor dining is limited to 30% of 
capacity.

OPINION
World Views
Lionel Laurent, MDT/Bloomberg

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin marked the 
anniversary of the end of 
World War II in Europe with 
a speech warning that 
Nazi beliefs remain strong. 
Speaking to the annual 
military parade on Moscow’s 
Red Square, Putin yesterday 
decried “attempts to rewrite 
history, to justify traitors and 
criminals, on whose hands 
lies the blood of hundreds 
of thousands of peaceful 
people.”

Italian archaeologists 
have uncovered the 
fossilized remains of nine 
Neanderthals in a cave near 
Rome, shedding new light on 
how the Italian peninsula was 
populated and under what 
environmental conditions. 
The Italian Culture Ministry 
announced the discovery 
Saturday, saying it confirmed 
that the Guattari Cave in 
San Felice Circeo was “one 
of the most significant 
places in the world for the 
history of Neanderthals.” 
A Neanderthal skull was 
discovered in the cave in 
1939. 

France President Emmanuel 
Macron’s plans for 
bringing France out of the 
pandemic aren’t just about 
resuscitating long-closed 
restaurants, boutiques and 
museums. They are also 
about preparing his possible 
campaign for a second 
term. A year before the 
next presidential election, 
Macron is focusing on 
saving jobs and reviving the 
pandemic-battered French 
economy as his country 
inches out of its third partial 
lockdown.

Spain Impromptu street 
celebrations erupted across 
Spain as the clock struck 
midnight yesterday, when 
a six-month-long national 
state of emergency to 
contain the spread of 
coronavirus ended and 
many nighttime curfews 
were lifted. In Madrid, police 
had to usher revelers out of 
the central Puerta del Sol 
square, where the scenes 
of unmasked dancing and 
group signing esembled 
pre-pandemic nightlife.
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Europe starts to feel the 
vaccine effect at last

The European Union’s Covid-19 vaccination 
rollout had looked like a crossbetween a bad joke 
and a bad dream. Almost everything that could go 
wrong did: Logistical failures, supply delays, the 
odd diplomatic incident and an ugly bust-up with 
AstraZeneca Plc. The euro-area economy, battered 
by successive virus waves, fell into a double-dip re-
cession earlier this year.

Yet the bloc has really turned a corner in recent 
days. A concerted effort to get needles into people’s 
arms, helped by an expanded supply of doses and 
the pressure to escape society-crushing lockdowns, 
is paying off. The EU daily average rate of jabs is cur-
rently around 7 doses per 1,000 people, fully closing 
the gap with the U.S. and U.K. this week. Germany 
recently broke records with 1.1 million jabs in one 
day, while France is about halfway there. There are 
already signs suggesting a newfound optimism 
is feeding through to the economy.

The early tics of the EU’s characteristic bureaucra-
tic caution have been replaced with a more can-do 
attitude: French football stadiums and Italian mu-
seums now serve as vaccination centers, while fa-
mily doctors and pharmacists have been roped in to 
jab patients. Despite some clumsy safety U-turns on 
AstraZeneca’s shot, which slowed take-up, vaccine 
hesitancy is ebbing as newly regained freedoms in 
Israel and Britain are viewed with envy. Vaccine ma-
nufacturing is ramping up, with the EU eyeing an 
annual production capacity of 3 billion doses by the 
end of 2021.

More than 70 million Europeans have now recei-
ved at least one dose, equivalent to about one-fifth of 
the EU’s population. Even if the bloc is several mon-
ths away from its target coverage of 70% of adults, 
that’s having a direct impact on the virus. New cases 
and deaths are on a downward trajectory in Fran-
ce, Germany, Spain and Italy, after a third wave that 
saw hospitals overloaded and businesses shuttered. 
Lockdowns are once again tentatively being lifted, 
hopefully for good this time.

A lot is riding on getting the next phase right. The 
coming summer is Europe’s best chance at some-
thing close to normality for a region that’s been star-
ved of tourism, consumer spending and nightlife for 
months. Leaders are projecting confidence: Mario 
Draghi has told the world to book vacations to Italy, 
France’s Emmanuel Macron is broadening jab eli-
gibility to all adults ahead of schedule and Spain’s 
Pedro Sanchez told his country that it had reached 
the “beginning of the end” of the pandemic.

What’s needed is to ensure both vaccine logistics 
and basic pandemic management stay on track. 
Caution is still warranted: France is lifting restric-
tions with daily case levels at around 300 per million 
people, twice the U.S.’s current level and ten times 
the U.K.’s. And judging by other countries’ experien-
ces, the pace of vaccinations may slow as younger, 
less vulnerable people become eligible as they may 
be more reluctant to get the jab. It remains to be seen 
whether the nudges being tried, such as Germany’s 
offer of relaxing restrictions specifically for the vac-
cinated, will change that dynamic.

If the summer does bring brighter days, consumers 
will need confident signals to ensure the reopening 
leads to the spending rebound economists and in-
vestors expect. That means checking any tempta-
tion to withdraw government support too quickly 
amid a rise in prices and weakness in the job market.

It also means delivering on the promise of the EU’s 
750 billion-euro ($905 billion) stimulus plan, due to 
pay out its first round of grants this summer. Bar-
clays Plc economists reckon the euro region’s real 
gross domestic product won’t return to pre-crisis 
levels until around the middle of next year, and the 
pandemic’s scars will run deep.

No country or region is an island in this crisis, and 
this is no time to feel overly triumphant when India is 
going through a devastating wave of infections. But 
it’s still heartening to see the EU learning from past 
mistakes and giving itself a chance to make up for 
lost time. It won’t get many more.

RAHIM FAIEZ, KABUL

THE death toll in a hor-
rific bombing at a girls’ 

school in the Afghan capital 
has soared to 50, many of 
them pupils between 11 and 
15 years old, the Interior Mi-
nistry said yesterday.

The number of woun-
ded in Saturday’s attack has 
also climbed to more than 
100, said Interior Ministry 
spokesman Tariq Arian.

Three explosions outside 
the school entrance struck 
as students were leaving for 
the day, he said. The blasts 
occurred in a mostly Shiite 
neighborhood in the west 
of the capital. The Taliban 
denied responsibility, con-
demning the attack. 

The first explosion came 
from a vehicle packed with 
explosives, followed by two 
others, said Arian, adding 
that the casualty figures 
could still rise.

In the capital rattled by 
relentless bombings, Satur-
day’s attack was among the 
worst. Criticism has moun-
ted over lack of security and 
growing fears of even more 
violence as the U.S. and 
NATO complete their final 
military withdrawal from 
Afghanistan.

The attack targeted 
Afghanistan’s ethnic Ha-
zaras who dominate the 
western Dasht-e-Barchi 
neighborhood, where the 
bombings occurred. Most 
Hazaras are Shiite Muslims 

The area has been hit 
by violence against mino-
rity Shiites and most often 
claimed by the Islamic Sta-
te affiliate operating in the 
country. No one has yet 
claimed Saturday’s bom-
bings.

The radical Sunni Mus-
lim group has declared war 
on Afghanistan’s Shiites. 
Washington blamed IS for 
a vicious attack last year in 
a maternity hospital in the 
same area that killed preg-
nant women and newborn 
babies.

Soon after the bombing, 
angry crowds attacked am-
bulances and even beat 
health workers as they tried 
to evacuate the wounded, 

Health Ministry spokes-
man Ghulam Dastigar Na-
zari said. He had implored 
residents to cooperate and 
allow ambulances free ac-
cess to the site.

Bloodied backpacks and 
schools books lay strewn 
outside the Syed Al-Shah-
da school. In the morning, 
boys attend classes in the 
sprawling school compou-
nd and in the afternoon, it’s 
girls’ turn. 

Residents in the area 
said the explosion was 
deafening. Naser Rahimi 
told The Associated Press 
he heard three separate 
explosions, and immedia-
tely thought that the sheer 
power of the blasts meant 
the death toll would almost 
certainly climb.

One of the students 
fleeing the school recalled 
the attack, the girls’ screams 
of the girls, the blood.

“I was with my class-
mate, we were leaving the 
school, when suddenly an 
explosion happened, “ said 
15-year-old Zahra, whose 
arm had been broken by a 
piece of shrapnel.

“Ten minutes later there 
was another explosion and 
just a couple of minutes 
later another explosion,” 
she said. “Everyone was 
yelling and there was blood 
everywhere, and I couldn’t 
see anything clearly.” Her 
friend died.

Outside the Muhammad 
Ali Jinnah Hospital, in 
the Dasht-e-Barchi nei-
ghborhood dozens of 
people lined up to donate 
blood, while family mem-
bers checked casualty pos-
ted lists on the walls.

Most of the dozens of 

injured brought to the 
EMERGENCY Hospital for 
war wounded in the Afghan 
capital, “almost all girls and 
young women between 12 
and 20 years old,” said Mar-
co Puntin, the hospital’s 
programme coordinator in 
Afghanistan.

In a statement following 
the attack, the EMERGEN-
CY Hospital said the first 
three months of this year 
has seen a 21 per cent in-
crease in war-wounded.

IS has previously clai-
med attacks against mi-
nority Shiites in the same 
area, last year claiming two 
brutal attacks on education 
facilities that killed 50 peo-
ple, most of them students. 

Even as the IS has been 
degraded in Afghanistan, 
according to government 
and US officials, it has ste-
pped-up its attacks particu-
larly against Shiite Muslims 
and women workers.

Earlier the group took 
responsibility for the targe-
ted killing of three women 
media personnel in eastern 
Afghanistan.

The attack comes days 
after the remaining 2,500 
to 3,500 American troops 
officially began leaving the 
country. They will be out by 
Sept. 11 at the latest. The 
pullout comes amid a re-
surgent Taliban, who con-
trol or hold sway over half 
of Afghanistan. 

The top U.S. military 
officer said yesterday that 
Afghan government forces 
face an uncertain future 
and possibly some “bad 
possible outcomes” against 
Taliban insurgents as the 
withdrawal accelerates in 
the coming weeks. MDT/AP

Death toll soars to 
50 in school bombing 
in Afghan capital
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