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THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY FOR SECURITY CHANCHAKMOTO SANDS CHINA REMAINS CONFIDENT
DENIED THAT IT HAS OVERSTEPPED IN THE PERFORMANCE OF ITS NEWEST
ITS LEGAL AUTHORITY INNOT SUBSIDIZE F&B OUTLETS ON PROPERTY AND CONTINUES TO BET
ALLOWING CIVIL ASSEMBLY BACK END DIGITIZATION ON THE PREMIUM MASS MARKET
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China yesterday said

it willadd all synthetic
cannabinoids toits list
of banned drugs, in
what it described as a
firstin the world, to curb
their manufacturing,
trafficking and abuse. It
is the second time that

~ AGING FAS

China’s population grows
at lowest rate in decades

controlledin 2019.

China Authorities used aP6-7
drones and hunting dogs to
search for the last of three
leopards that escaped from
a safari park, which faced
strong public criticism for
concealing the breakout
for more than two weeks.
The leopards escaped from
Hangzhou Safari Park on
April 19 during a handover
between zookeepers due
to alapse in operating
procedures, officials said at
anews conference.

Tokyo The Olympic torch
relay is being pulled off

the streets in Hiroshima
prefecture as Covid-19
casesrisein Japan barely 10
weeks before the opening
ceremony. Hiroshima
Governor Hidehiko Yuzaki
said that a ceremony next
week without the relay

is likely to still take place.
Thisis at least the sixth
change to the relay — from
rerouting to cancellation—
inthe last several weeks.

AP PHOTO

Thailand Three senior
journalists working for a
news agency in Myanmar
who fled after the military
government orderedits
operations to stop have
been arrested by police in
northern Thailand, their
editor said. The three

work for DVB, also known
as Democratic Voice of
Burma, an online and
broadcast news agency, its
executive director and chief
editor, Aye Chan Naing, said
inan email. Burmaiis the

former name for Myanmar EXCLUSIVE
ands stil used by some SPUR-OF-THE-MOMENT IDEA COMES INTO SANDS SHOPPING CARNIVAL

opponents of military rule.
" ’ FRUITION OF ‘MGM AWAKENING LION’ TO RECONVENE IN ]ULY
More on backpage 4 P5 aP2
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SANDS CHINA EXPECTING TO REACH

NEW HEIGHTS ON OCCUPANCY RATES

LYNZY VALLES

ANDS China Limited (SCL) re-

mains confident in the perfor-
mance of its newest property and
continues to bet on the premium
mass market.

Based upon the gradual recovery
of its business and also upon the re-
cent May Golden week, Wilfred Wong,
SCL president, said that the group is
expecting “new heights” for the oc-
cupancy rates at its hotels in the city
over the upcoming summer holiday.

Although the headcount is only a
fraction of that of 2019, the gaming
revenue this past holiday is much hi-
gher, the executive affirmed.

“So each player plays more [due to
the] the limited number of [trips]. In
the past you had a lot of tour groups.
You had the headcount but you di-
dn’t have the spending,” he told the
press on the sidelines of the press
conference of the operator’s upco-

ming shopping carnival.

“Basically everyone is looking at
the premium mass and the mass
market. I would say there is a very
good recovery in the premium mass
sector,” he added.

With a robust performance during
the latest Golden Week, Wong said
that the foot traffic to casinos, hotels
and retails have been “terrific,” ad-
ding that the occupancy of The Lon-
doner is among the highest of SCLs
properties.

“By summer, we would be ins-
talling many more attractions [at The
Londoner] so people can take photos
and engage in interactive moments.
This is in the pipeline. We will install
[them] probably in June and July,” the
executive said.

Since the newest property is only
opening in phases, Wong said that he
expects to complete the whole cons-
truction of the property by “Decem-
ber to January.”

SANDS SHOPPING CARNIVAL
TO RECONVENE IN JULY

ANDS China Limited (SCL)
is slated to reconvene its

“The last to be completed will be
the facade and the arena of about
6,000 seats. [...] but the other facili-
ties will be completed before that,” he
added.

LONDONER COURT
AIMED TO OPEN IN OCTOBER

Wong announced that SCLs The
Londoner Court facility is slated to
open “in phases” before the October
Golden Week, adding that it is cur-
rently going through the government
licensing process.

Londoner Court is a 370-suite ho-
tel facility on the site of Londoner
Macao.

The first phase was launched on
February 8 before the Chinese New
Year.

“What we want to do is to launch
[Londoner Court] in phases: if the pa-
trons are comingin large numbers, we
could launch it faster; if not, we could
launch it at a slower pace,” he added.
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WYNN MACAU RECORDS
HIGHEST POST-PANDEMIC
PROFIT AT MAY DAY HOLIDAY

shopping carnival from July
23 to 25 at The Venetian, fea-
turing over 560 booths, 10%
more than the last carnival.

In a press conference held
yesterday, the gaming opera-
tor announced that the three-
-day 2021 Sands Shopping
Carnival will provide a free bu-
siness platform for local small
and medium sized enterprises
(SMESs) and retailers.

Last year, the carnival wel-
comed some 100,000 guests
over a period of three days.

“We will adhere to our ori-
ginal intention of providing
the exhibition platform for
exhibitors free of charge and
have increased booth capacity
by around 10% to over 560,”
said Wilfred Wong, president
of SCL.

The carnival not only offers
a retail experience but also
hosts events that allow fami-
lies to participate in activities
together.

This includes an expan-
ded food court area serving
international cuisine, shows,
lucky draws and activities

www.macaudailytimes.com.mo T-Macauoany
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for children.

Meanwhile, the vice presi-
dent of the Macao Chamber
of Commerce, Chui Yuk Lum
remarked, “Last year, we saw
many local SMEs achieve re-
markable sales at the inaugu-
ral carnival and expand their
customer base via this helpful
business platform.”

This carnival is aimed at
alleviating burdens on SMEs
and helping them reach a wi-
der market.

Last year, SCLs invest-
ment in the project reached

MOP6.5 million.

In order to safeguard pu-
blic health at the carnival, the
company will implement a
series of strict sanitization and
safety measures to prevent the
transmission of Covid-19.

The Sands Shopping Car-
nival is organized by SCL and
co-organized by the Macao
Chamber of Commerce. It is
supported by the Macao Eco-
nomic Bureau, the Macao Go-
vernment Tourism Office and
the Macao Trade and Invest-
ment Promotion Institute. LV

Sam, Ivo Carneiro de Sousa,

i

HONEY TSANG

WYNN Macau Ltd
posted USD43.9
million in adjusted pro-
perty earnings before
interest, taxation, de-
preciation and amorti-
zation (EBITDA) during
the first quarter of this
year, up around 11%
from the preceding
quarter and 49.5% year-
-on-year, according to
the quarterly finance
report released by the
group on May 10.

This is the second
consecutive quarter the
group generated a po-
sitive value in EBITDA,
after suffering negative
results for six months.

In an earning call
following the release
of the result, Matt Ma-
ddox, chief executive
of Wynn Resorts Ltd,
disclosed that the Ma-
cau operation raked in
USD3 million in nor-
malized EBITDA per
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day over the May Day
holiday, which is the hi-
ghest tally since the co-
ronavirus outbreak.

Maddox  ascribed
this strong performan-
ce to the group’s shift in
focus to the mass and
premium mass market.

“In Macau, we ex-
perienced continued
gradual improvement
in visitation trends dri-
ving particular strength
in premium mass casi-
no and luxury retail,”
he stated in the finan-
cial report.

The occupancy rate
atWynn Macau’s two in-
tegrated resorts during
the May Day holiday
stood at 93%, whilst re-
tail sales also displayed
a surge of 80% compa-
red to 2019 levels.

Despite a sharp im-
provement in EBITDA
in the first quarter of
this year, the operating
revenues for Wynn Pa-
lace and Wynn Macau
dropped respectively
8.5% and 21.7%, year-
-on-year, in the first
quarter of this year.
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Wong's office.deni.es. accusation
over disallowing civil assembly

N a reply to a written in-
quiry from lawmaker Sulu
Sou, the Office of Secretary
for Security denied that

the security branch has overs-
tepped its legal authority in not

allowing civil assembly.

Sou’s written inquiry raised
the question of whether the
authority has crossed a red line
in allegedly discouraging an
assembly in support of the pro-

tests in Myanmar.

RENATO MARQUES

Inresponse, the security offi-

cial’s office has stressed that all
decisions made by the authori-

ty were legal.

To support its claim, the Of-
fice of the Secretary said that in
year 2019, two assemblies were

barred, while in 2020, five as-
semblies and two protests were
barred. The reason given by the
office for the interdictions was
that the two 2019 events were
barred because their themes

were illegal.

The events in 2020 were bar-
red due to the Covid-19 pande-
mic, the office explained. The
statement also stressed that the
office was following guidelines

Sou

tance

issued by the Health Bureau.
Nonetheless, the office did not
give an explanation why 69 as-
semblies and two protests were
allowed during the year.

also cited the Basic Law

and the UN International Co-
venant on Civil and Political
Rights, to underline the impor-

of protecting the rights

of civil assembly and protest in
Macau.
However, Wong’s office ar-

gued that there is no absolute
freedom. It said the local laws

do not allow civil assembly or
protest of an unlawful nature.
It stressed that permission for
such activities is not at the dis-
cretion of the police. AL

Population stood at around 680,000 in QT

E city's population

in the first quarter (Q1)

of this year dropped to

682,500, the Statistics and

Census Service (DSEC)
announced.

In the previous quarter,
the city had 600 more peo-
ple.

The gender balance
across Q1 was 53.2% fe-
male (363,400) to 46.8%

male (319,100). Year-on-
-year comparison against
the same quarter in 2020
showed that the fema-
le proportion went up
a slight 1%, as last year,
there were 696,100 in the
city. “The increment was
driven by an increased
number of non-resident
workers living in Macau
as some of those initially

living outside Macau mo-
ved back to the city be-
fore the latest entry res-
trictions took effect on 20
February,” the DSEC ex-
plained in the statement
issued last year.

As such, the drop of
the population recorded
in the first quarter of this
year may very likely be re-
lated to the departure of

HK GOV'T TO RECOGNIZE
10 VACCINES FOR

REDUCED QUARANTINE

HE Hong Kong go-

vernment announ-
ced that it will recognise
10 different coronavirus
vaccines to allow Hong
Kong residents to have
shorter quarantine pe-
riods when they return
from overseas.

These vaccines inclu-
de those manufactured
by AstraZeneca, BioNTe-
ch and Moderna, as well
as those produced by Si-
novac and Sinopharm.

The neighboring re-
gion is set to ease qua-
rantine requirements for
fully vaccinated inbound
travellers starting from
midnight tonight (May
12) from low-risk coun-
tries including Australia,
New Zealand and Singa-
pore.

According to the new

measure, the mandatory
quarantine period will be
reduced from 14 to seven
days for incoming trave-
lers.

Following their release
from mandatory quaran-
tine, the individuals will
be required to self-mo-
nitor for seven days and
undergo compulsory
testing on the 12th day
of their arrival in Hong
Kong.

Those who arrive in
Hong Kong who have
stayed in areas in main-
land China, Macau and
Taiwan are currently sub-
ject to 14-day compul-
sory quarantine at home
if they did not return un-
der the Return2hk Sche-
me, according to Hong
Kong authorities.

On November 23, the

HKSAR government im-
plemented a scheme
dubbed the Return2hk
Scheme. This initiative
eased travel restrictions
for Hong Kong residents
returning to the city from
Guangdong Province and
Macau by welcoming
them back without a
compulsory quarantine.

“Based on the ‘vaccine
bubble’ concept and the
risk levels, the govern-
ment will further shorten
the compulsory quaran-
tine periods suitably for
persons arriving at Hong
Kong from overseas pla-
ces, who have not stayed
in extremely high-risk
or very high-risk places,
and who have completed
their vaccination cour-
se,” Hong Kong authori-
ties stated. LV

non-resident workers.

There were 189,518
non-resident workers in
the first quarter of last
year. By comparison, the
same quarter this year
saw only 173,113 of these
workers in Macau.

A total of 1,173 live bir-
ths were recorded in the
first quarter of 2021. Male
babies totaled 650 and the

sex ratio at birth stood at
124.3, corresponding to
124.3 male babies per 100
female babies.

The mortality figure
was 586 in the first quar-
ter. The top three under-
lying causes of death were
neoplasms (222), diseases
of the circulatory system
(163) and diseases of the
respiratory system (99). AL

SSM ADMITS
HEALTH CODE
BUMPS AMID SYSTEM
MAINTENANCE

YSTEM mainte-

nance on the Macau
Health Code platform
was conducted yester-
day morning, the Heal-
th Bureau (SSM) told
the Times.

Concerned that the
system was facing ano-
ther wave of cyber at-
tacks, a reader told the
Times about the sus-
pension in the system’s
operation. The reader
was attempting to ob-
tain a Macau Health
Code in order to run
through certain proce-
dures at alocal hotel.

When questioned
about the situation,
the bureau admitted
that there was system
maintenance and a

technical adjustment
yesterday afternoon.

Several cyberatta-
cks to the SSM com-
puter system were
recorded last  Fri-
day and Saturday.
The attacks caused
several disruptions to
the system - namely
“affecting the normal
operations of the heal-
th code system, the
booking systems for
vaccination against
Covid-19, and the nu-
cleic acid tests (NAT).”
The bureau noted that
besides users facing
difficulties in accessing
the system, there were
no other complications
on SSM’s operations re-
ported. AL

DECORATION OF
LUSOPHONE COMPLEX’S
EXHIBITION HALL

TO START Q3

Decoration work on the exhibition
hall of the China-Lusophone
Countries Trade Cooperation
Service Platform Complex, located
on the underground level of the
building, is expected to start in

the third quarter of this year. The
exhibition hall is about 3,100 square
meters in size. This project will also
cover the complex from UG2 to the
first floor, comprising 11,000 square
meters of space, including the
exhibition hall, multifunction rooms,
storage and back offices.

LPG BOTTLE LEAKAGE
ON ISTMO HANDLED
WITHOUT INJURY

At about 10:45am yesterday near
the Parisian Hotel in Cotai, some
LPG leaked from its container as a
truck was delivering the inflammable
gas. The driver of the truck, which
carried about 50 bottles of the
gas, noticed white smoke coming
from the cargo compartment. Fire
fighters arrived at the scene and
helped to unload the leaking bottle.
They then sprayed water upon the
container for nearly an hour and a
half to coolit. The incident caused
traffic congestion on the Istmo but
no injury was reported.

COLOANE RESIDENTS
GROUP CALLS FOR
REFINEMENT OF
LEISURE FACILITY

The Seac Pai Van Residents' Mutual
Help Association sees the need for
improvement of the nearby facility.
For example, it noted that although
there are zebra crossings between
the Seac Pai Van government
housing and the Seac Pai Van
Reservoir Promenade, extra signals
should be installed as vehicles
normally travel at a higher speed
there. Extra washrooms should
also be constructed, as the group
foresees great demand when the
promenade opens. The group also
hopes that more shelters might be
built in case of sudden rainfall.

ASSOCIATION

HOPES GOV’'T CAN
CONSOLIDATE PUBLIC
SERVICE POINTS

The General Union of Macau
Residents Association hopes that
the government can open the

new office building near Waldo
Hotel and designate office space

to homogenous bureaus in order

to provide more convenient
services to residents. Moreover,

it will also improve operational
efficiency. According to the group,
the problems associated with
government rental of private office
space include the spending of public
funds and the taking of parking
spaces. The group also asks the
government to create additional
parking spaces in the future political
and judicial district.
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THREE LARGE MICE EVENTS
TO BE HELD BY JUNE

REE large conferences

— mainly corporate confe-

rences — will be held in Macau

by the end of June, the Macao

Trade and Investment Promo-

tion Institute (IPIM) announ-
ced in a statement.

It is estimated that over
8,000 people will attend the
conferences and it is expected
that this will “boost the peri-
pheral industries such as retail,
catering and hotels, and sti-
mulate the economic recovery
of the community.”

IPIM said that the organiser
will follow the epidemic pre-
vention guidelines issued by
the Health Bureau to ensure
that the events are conducted
in compliance with the current
epidemic prevention measu-
res of Macau.

Moreover, in order to capi-
talise on the cross-departmen-
tal and cross-industry syner-

gistic effects, IPIM will work
hand in hand with the Econo-
mic and Technological Deve-
lopment Bureau, the Macao
Government Tourism Office,
and industry and commerce
associations of various districts
to organize and arrange com-
munity tours during the events

MICE events can bring vi-
sitors with higher spending
power into Macau and stimu-
late local market. The per ca-
pita spending of tourists who
participated in MICE events in
Macau in 2020 was MOP 3,117,
which is 1.5 times that of gene-
ral visitors and 1.4 times that of
individual travellers (indepen-
dent visitors).

In the future, IPIM said
that it will continue to work in
tandem with the MICE indus-
try to introduce more MICE
projects on a diverse range of
themes. LV

CATERER ASSOCIATION TO
SUBSIDIZE OUTLETS ON
BACK END DIGITIZATION

LIGIBLE local food and bevera-
ge (F&B) operators, when digiti-
zing their back end operations, may
receive a subsidy of 80% of the cost
with a cap of MOP12,000, the Uni-
ted Association of Food and Bevera-
ge Merchants of Macau announced.
The application period for the
subsidy will be from May 17 to 31.

Chan Chak Mo, president of the
association, revealed that the pro-
ject has a budget of MOP2 million.
He estimated that it will be able
to cater to a maximum of 150 F&B
outlets.

The scheme is co-administe-
red by the Macao Productivity and
Technology Transfer Centre (CP-
TTM) and the Economic and Te-
chnological Development Bureau.
Although the association’s head did
not reveal the anticipated demand
for the scheme, Chan said that if
the program attracts more outlets
than the association expects, it will
negotiate further measures with the
government.

Encouraging outlets to apply for
the subsidy, he explained that back
end digitization is beneficial to the

operation of F&B outlets.

According to Chan, digitization
improves management operations,
saves staff time and simplifies con-
sumption. Through back end digi-
tization, he hopes that the industry
will be able to upgrade service qua-
lity and competitiveness, as well as
boost economic recovery and sus-
tainability.

Digitizing back end operations, a
key aspect of which is the automatic
placement of electronic orders, will
allow businesses to compile data

on the consumption habits of their
customers.

Director-general of the CPTTM,
Shuen Ka Hung, noted that busines-
ses will bear at least 20% of the cost
for the digitization. Moreover, outle-
ts will need to request quotes from
one of the three accredited system
suppliers.

Shuen added that outlets that
which have already digitized their
back end operations can also apply
for the subsidy to upgrade their sys-
tems. AL
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HE Baia do Mar Ca-

noeing Club has per-
formed satisfactorily in a
national canoe and stand-
up paddle marathon
tournament in Shanghai,
winning three gold me-
dals, two silver and one
bronze.

Held on the Dianshan
Lake in Shanghai, the “Pa-
ddle Jiangnan” Water Ma-
rathon took place during
the May 1 holidays. The
marathon event covered
a distance of 18 k.m.. The

General Surgery : Dr. Fok Manson, Dr. Lai Cheuck Seen Edward, tourn entalso had a ca-
Dr. Lau Wing Kee Peter, Dr. Kwong Man, noe relay for three and a
Dr. Nie Fu Zhong, Dr. U Chong San, mixed relay for four.

Dr. Lei Chin Chong

Breast Surgery : Dr. Leong lat Lun
Urology : Dr. Lo Kwong Yin Richard, Dr. Zhao Yun Qiao
Paediatric Surgery :
Paediatrics : Dr. Zhang Zhigin
Obstetrics & Gynaecology : Dr. Fong Kuan lo
Plastic & Aesthetic Surgery : Dr.Lam U Lin
Orthopaedic Surgery & Sports Medicine
ENT : Dr. Cheng Zheng Ang
Cardiology : Dr. Wong Kwok Yiu Chris, Dr. Jin Chun,

Dr. Leong Man Kin
General Medicine : Dr. Ng Kam Hong, Dr. Lam Weng Chio
Dietitian : Chan Lai U Joey

The lake is famous for
geographical features that
generate “boiling water
waves,” meaning that the
surface is normally unsta-
ble. In addition, the track
is also generally narrow.

The special characte-
ristics of the lake made
the match exceptionally
difficult. However, the
tournament managed to
attract nearly 500 athletes
to compete at the special
racetrack.

The Macau canoeing

Dr. Yeung Chung Kwong

t Dr. Lam Kun Kuan

LOCAL CANOE TEAM
TRIUMPHS IN SHANGHAI
NATIONAL-LEVEL MARATHON

= 1) -

. '

'3 '

club sent eight members
to compete in the tour-
nament. Among them
was 13-year-old debuting
Chan Hei Nga, who won
in the youth marathon
event against athletes
from Tianjin and Shan-
ghai.

Meanwhile, 15-year-
-old Choi Keng Wah,
despite capsizing in the
middle of the race due to
unstable waves, finished
the race in third place.
Leong Lap Chong lost to

ig= Jiangnan

the champion in the open
category race with a tight
30 second- difference.

Experienced  athlete
Racy Leong gained the
lead in the last 10 k.m. of
the race and was crowned
in the women’s category.

Veteran athlete Sum Siu
Heng managed to lead for
most of the race but took
awrong turn near the end.
With a time difference of
20 seconds, he got second
place in the senior cate-
gory race. AL
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When spur-of-the-moment idea of
the daring duo comes into fruition

HONEY TSANG

N the arts, mustering the
courage to make a bold
move always leads to huge
rewards.

Catarina Lio, vice president of
Brand Marketing of MGM China
Holdings Limited has long been
attuned to the importance of
such a spontaneous practice in
the creative arts industry.

In October last year, she was
invited by the Cultural Affairs
Bureau (IC) to watch the award-
-winning Chinese dance drama
“Awakening Lion” at the Macao
Cultural Center — alongside
some 20 chirpy children enrolled
in the MGM Junior Lion Dance
Training Program.

The Lingnan folk dance drama
is China’s first large-scale dance
drama employing Cantonese lion
dance as its core theme, which,
to Lio, meshes well with MGM’s
“lion” brand image.

After seeing the show, Lio
made an intrepid move — she
reached out to Shi Qianjin, presi-
dent of the Guangzhou Song and
Dance Theatre (GSDT) and direc-
tor of the “Awakening Lion,” and
asked if he could pay a visit to the
MGM Theater. Despite a packed
schedule, Shi said yes.

It was a difficult yet resolu-
te decision for Lio. That day was
a public holiday, meaning she
had to rally efforts across various
MGM departments to set up the
stage up for Shi’s visit.

The move wound up with both

Lio and Shi sitting at the stage of
the MGM Theater, feverishly ex-
changing opinions about the dif-
ferences between traditional and
modern theatres. On the spur of
the moment, Lio asked Shi: “Do
you think your troupe can have
aresidence show here at MGM?”

Fast-forward to May 2021: Lio’s
off-the-cuff invitation has blosso-
med into the realization of an am-
bitious theatric residence project
titled “MGM Awakening Lion” —
which is set to make its debut in
July and amaze theatergoers and
travelers in Macau.

On Monday, the duo gathe-
red on the same stage, but this
time they were presiding over
the launching ceremony of their
brainchild, the “MGM Awakening
Lion,” an adapted and trimmed
play from “Awakening Lion,” be-
fore hundreds of guests and me-
dia.

In an exclusive interview
following the unveiling ceremony,
the two shared with the Times the
story of how they pulled off the
joint venture.

“In retrospect, I was quite ‘lion-
-hearted’, daring to invite Shi and
his troupe, who thought that the
MGM theatre was not deep enou-
gh in dimension to offer them
sufficient performance space for
the show, ” Lio said.

Shi had reason to worry about
the stage design. For most thea-
trical performances, ample ba-
ckstage space enables performers
or technicians to wait or move
around. Without it, it is almost

impossible for a large-scale show,
with a sizeable number of perfor-
mers, props and equipment, to be
staged.

However, since its establish-
ment in 2018, the MGM Theater,
Asia’s first dynamic theater to of-
fer immersive and multi-sensory
theatric experiences to specta-
tors, has hosted several residency
shows over the past years.

“With these past experiences,
we gave a strong dose of confi-
dence to Mr. Shi that it is indeed
technologically possible to put
his show on our stage,” Lio said.

BUMPY AT FIRST;
GLORIOUS AT LAST

Sitting near Lio in a room next
to MGM theater, Shi recalled the
unforgiving paths the troupe had
gone through before they arrived
at today’s achievements.

Under Shi’'s watchful leader-
ship and coaching, the original
dance drama ‘Awakening Lion,”
has received many loyal followers
among Chinese audiences, in
addition to winning China’s top
dance award — the “Dance Dra-
ma Award” at the 11th Lotus
Awards in 2018.

With such an august title, some
might have thought the show had
a long history. In fact, Shi crea-
ted the first 25-minute version of
“Awakening Lion” in 2016. A year
later, he conceived a fuller plot for
a two-hour version of the dance
drama. In 2018, the official brand
of “Awakening Lion” was laun-
ched, with its debut show put on

stage in September that year.

The show features a plethora of
deep-rooted Chinese cultural ele-
ments, ranging from lion dance,
China’s martial art forms Southern
Fist (Nanquan), traditional Chi-
nese dance, and other intangible
aspects. It is a dialogue-free drama
that draws on every movement
and facial expression of perfor-
mers to breathe life into the plot.

Shi told the Times that the
troupe had spent a total of three
years from 2016 to 2018 — some
were novices at the lion dance —
picking up the skills from scratch
to later excel in them.

“Those three years were parti-
cularly physically tough for all of
us. We encountered challenges
we had never expected,” he re-
marked.

Dancing whilst hauling a
heavy lion head is one of tho-
se challenges. It fatigued all the
dancers at the beginning. This
prompted Shi to re-schedule an
even more challenging and com-
pact practice, asking performers
to receive lion dance training
every afternoon and Nanquan
practice every other day. The
rationale was to prepare their
bodies for the physically deman-
ding performance that lasts for
two hours.

He still vividly remembers how
thrilling the first time was when
actors and actress managed to
rehearse the 2-hour show without
interruption, as they all burst into
“happy” tears immediately af-
terward.

APPEFALTOYOUTHS

Over the past years, Shi has
been experimenting with ways
to reframe traditional art for-
ms, striving to strike a perfect
balance between presenting the
most authentic forms of Chi-
nese cultures whilst appealing
to modern viewers, especially
younger ones.

“To me, the key success factor
in a drama lies in whether it can
evoke a resonance with viewers.
If we kept all the performances
at their traditionally basic form,
it could only entice those who
are interested in these cultures,
but failed to resonate with most
others,” Shi said.

To that end, he instilled a se-
ries of modern elements into
components of the show, inclu-
ding the dance, costume, props,
music, to give the show a strong
cinematic vibe.

Alongside the performance,
he invited a professional team
to film a 30-minute documen-
tary and forged partnerships
with Hong Kong and Guang-
dong comic artists to create a
namesake graphic novel for the
show. These creative art and
cultural products, Shi said, are
some draw cards to keep young
audiences engaged.

So far “Awakening Lion” has
garnered a significant following
from Chinese young audiences,
as is evident by the large num-
ber of young people lining up at
the show’s previous autograph
sessions.

The main intention behind
MGM bringing “Awakening
Lion” to Macau is to “pass on the
Lingnan heritage,” and “deepen
the exchanges of cultural tou-
rism in the Greater Bay Area
(GBA),” Pansy Ho, co-chairper-
son and executive director of
MGM stated earlier.

“Art is always the powerful
and resonant platform to com-
municate Chinese traditional
cultural values to today’s young
audiences,” Shi said.

Macau, positioned as a lei-
sure destination with a har-
monious blend of Chinese and
Western cultures, will be a great
gateway for “Awakening Lion”,
with its embedded Chinese cul-
tural elements, to reach other
parts of the world.

“It is a cinema-like dance
drama. The emotive move-
ments of the performance ren-
der dialogue unnecessary. The
whole experience is as if you
were reading a history book, in
which you can grasp the gist of
Chinese cultures and heritage,
but can call the memories in
mind with so much ease later,”
Lio said.

The adapted version “MGM
Awakening Lion” — truncated
to 70 minutes from its original
version of two hours — will be
staged at the MGM Theater at
MGM Cotai for four rounds,
starting from July and running
until February next year.
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New outbreaks
threaten status of
places that had
virus contained

AIWAN and Singapore are

reimposing pandemic res-
trictions as the return of a small
number of virus cases challen-
ges what have been some of the
most successful places at con-
taining and snuffing out Co-
vid-19.

In Taiwan, indoor gatherin-
gs will be limited to fewer than
100 people and outdoor events
capped at 500 for the next four
weeks, Taiwan’s Centers for
Disease Control said in a sta-
tement yesterday. It’s the first
time the island has tightened
anti-Covid measures since it
began easing curbs mid-last
year, and comes after the go-
vernment reported seven new
cases in the community and
four in travelers from overseas.

Singapore - the city-state
that is ranked the best place
to be in the coronavirus era by
Bloomberg’s Covid Resilience
Ranking - has also been tigh-
tening up restrictions amid a
sudden recurrence of local in-
fections, limiting social gathe-
rings and upping border curbs.
The co-chair of Singapore’s vi-
rus task force, Lawrence Wong,
said yesterday that companies
looking to bring in foreign
workers from higher-risk na-
tions could face delays of more
than six months because of the
greater vigilance. The country
has also begun mass testing
all hospital staff in an attempt
to fence off infections, after a
cluster of cases emerged at a
medical center.

The two places are among
the handful in the world that
have virtually eliminated Covid
domestically, among them Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and China -
where cases of the new corona-
virus first emerged more than a
year ago. The return to tighter
curbs risks disrupting what has
been months of largely normal
social activity in Taiwan and
Singapore should the outbreaks
persist.

While having a zero toleran-
ce approach to infections has
meant very few deaths in the-
se places, they’re now lagging
countries like the U.S. and Is-
rael on vaccination, which cou-
ld put them at a disadvantage
as parts of the world start to
open up to international travel.

After an initial outbreak of
cases very early in the pande-
mic, Taiwan has managed to
basically keep the virus out,

even going more than eight
months without a single do-
mestic infection between April
and December. The island has
had just over 1,200 cases and 12
deaths in total since Covid-19
first emerged.

Taiwan’s success has meant
it never imposed stringent res-
trictions internally, like lock-
downs. Businesses, government
offices and schools have remai-
ned open throughout much of
the pandemic, although muni-
cipal authorities canceled their
usual large-scale Lunar New
Year holiday celebrations in Fe-
bruary as a precaution.

In recent weeks, health au-
thorities in Taiwan have been
battling a steady rise in infec-
tions centered around a hotel
used to quarantine pilots for lo-
cal carrier China Airlines retur-
ning from overseas. Investors
showed their concern by selling
Taiwanese shares, with the ben-
chmark Taiex index falling al-
most 3.8% Tuesday, the biggest
decline among Asian markets.
The Taiwan dollar weakened by
the most since March 26.

Elsewhere in Asia, cases are
also coming back, with India
now the epicenter of the glo-
bal crisis, recording more than
329,000 new cases yesterday.
Malaysia is tightening curbs on
people’s movements across the
country after daily cases excee-
ded 3,000 this month for the
first time since February.

The detection of the one
case with Indian Covid-19 va-
riant has added to the risk, and
Malaysia is struggling with the
pace of vaccinations. Less than
3% of the population had com-
pleted their vaccination series
as of May 9, data compiled by
Bloomberg show. That tally
trails Indonesia and Singapo-
re, and puts Malaysia at risk of
falling short of its vaccination
target for the year.

The absence of widespread
infections and an export-driven
economy meant Taiwan avoided
the impact seen in most of the
rest of the world from the pande-
mic. The economy grew 3.1% last
year, driven by a surge in demand
for Taiwan’s computer chips but
also supported by a rebound in
consumer spending. The govern-
ment has hinted in recent weeks
it may raise its 2021 gross domes-
tic product forecast to above 5%
from its current estimate of 4.6%.
MDT/BLOOMBERG

China adds few babies, |

JOE MCDONALD AND
HUIZHONG WU, BEIJING

HE number of
working-age people
in China fell over the
past decade as its
aging population barely grew,
a census showed yesterday,
adding to economic challen-
ges for Chinese leaders who
have ambitious strategic goals.

The total population rose to
1.411 billion people last year,
up 72 million from 2010, ac-
cording to the once-a-decade
census. Weak growth fell closer
to zero as fewer couples had
children.

That adds to challenges for
Chinese leaders who want to
create a prosperous socie-
ty and increase their global
influence by developing te-
chnology industries and self-
-sustaining economic growth
based on consumer spending.

The ruling Communist Par-
ty has enforced birth limits
since 1980 to restrain popu-
lation growth but worries the
workforce is shrinking. It has
eased birth limits, but couples
are put off by high costs, cram-
ped housing and job discrimi-
nation against mothers.

The population of potential

workers aged 15 to 59 fell to
894 million last year, the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics re-
ported. That would be
down 5% from a 2011
peak of 925 million.
The percentage of
children in the popu-
lation edged up com-
pared with 2010, but
the group aged 60 and
older grew faster.

Changes in birth li-
mits and other policies
“promoted a rebound

Reflecting the issue’s sensi-
tivity, the statistics agency took
the unusual step last month of
announcing the population
grew in 2020 but gave no total.
That looked like an effort to
calm companies and investors
after The Financial Times re-
ported the census might have
found a surprise decline.

“We are more concerned
about the fast decline in the
proportion of the working
age population compared to
the total population,” said Lu
Jiehua, a professor of popula-
tion studies at Peking Univer-
sity.

The working-age popula-
tion will fall from three-quar-
ters of the total in 2011 to just
above half by 2050, according
to Lu.

“If the population gets too
old, it will be impossible to
solve the problem through im-
migration,” said Lu. “It needs
to be dealt with at an early sta-

”

ge.

Couples who want a child
face daunting challenges.

Many share crowded apart-
ments with their parents.
Child care is expensive and
maternity leave short. Most
single mothers are excluded
from medical insurance and
social welfare payments.

Some women worry giving
birth could hurt their careers.

AP PHOTO

y
We are more

concerned about
the fast decline

in the proportion
of the working
age population

come country with labor-in-
tensive farming and manufac-
turing.

The decline in the workin-
g-age population “will place a
cap on China’s potential eco-
nomic growth,” said Yue Su
of the Economist Intelligen-
ce Unit in a report. That is a
“powerful incentive to intro-
duce productivity-enhancing
reforms.”

The International
Monetary Fund is fo-
recasting Chinese eco-
nomic growth of 8.4%
this year following a
rebound from the co-
ronavirus pandemic.
The Communist Party
wants to double output
per person from 2020
levels by 2035, which
would require annual

in tEle birth popula- com pa red to the total growth of about 4.7%.
tion,” the bureau direc- R The numbers repor-
tor, Ning Jizhe, said at a po p u Iat| on. ted Thursday reflect
news conference. a gain of 11.8 million
However, Ning said PROF. LU JIEHUA people, or 0.8%, over
PEKING UNIVERSITY

12 million babies were
born last year, which
would be down 18%
from 2019’s 14.6 million.
China, along with Thailand
and some other developing
Asian countries that are aging
fast, faces what economists
call the challenge of whether
it can grow rich before it grows
old. Some warn China faces a
“demographic time bomb.”
The potential shortage of
workers needed to generate
economic activity and tax re-
venue comes as President Xi
Jinping’s government boosts
spending on its military and
efforts to create global compe-
titors in electric cars and other
technologies.

“When you have a kid, you
take pregnancy leave, but will
you still have this position af-
ter you take the leave?” said
He Yiwei, who is returning
from the United States after
obtaining a master’s degree.
“Relative to men, when it co-
mes to work, women have to
sacrifice more.”

Japan, Germany and some
other rich countries face the
same challenge of supporting
aging populations with fewer
workers. But they can draw on
investments in factories, tech-
nology and foreign assets. By
contrast, China is a middle-in-

the official estimate

for 2019, when the go-
vernment says the population
edged above 1.4 billion for the
first time.

The working-age popula-
tion fell to 63.3% of the total
from 70.1% a decade ago. The
group up to age 14 expanded
by 1.3 percentage points to
17.9%. Those 60 and older —
a group of 264 million people
who on their own would be the
world’s fourth-biggest country
— rose 5.4 percentage points
to 18.7% of the population.

“Labor resources are still
abundant,” said Ning of the
statistics agency.

The party took its biggest
step in 2015 when rules that
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pses workers as its 1.4 billion people age

limited many couples to having
only one child were eased to
allow two.

However, China’s birth rate,
paralleling trends in South Ko-

rea, Thailand and other Asian
economies, already was falling
before the one-child rule. The
average number of children per
mother tumbled from above

six in the 1960s to below three
by 1980, according to the World
Bank.
Demographers
birth limits

say official
concealed what

would have been a further fall
in the number of children per
family.

The one-child limit, enforced
with threats of fines or loss of
jobs, led to abuses including for-
ced abortions. A preference for
sons led parents to kill baby girls,
prompting warnings millions of
men might be unable to find a
wife, fueling social tension.

Thursday’s data showed China
has 105.7 million men and boys
for every 100 women and girls, or
about 33 million more males.

The ruling party says the poli-
cy averted shortages of food and
water by preventing as many
as 400 million potential births.
But demographers say if China
followed Asian trends, the num-
ber of additional babies without
controls might have been as low
as a few million.

After limits were eased in 2015,
many couples with one child had
a second but total births fell be-
cause fewer had any at all.

Some researchers say China’s
population already is shrinking.

Yi Fuxian, a senior scientist
in obstetrics and gynecology at
the University of Wisconsin-Ma-

dison, says the population star-
ted to fall in 2018. His book “Big
Country With An Empty Nest”
argued against the one-child li-
mit.

“China’s economic, social,
educational, tech, defense and
foreign policies are built on the
foundation of wrong numbers,”
said Yi.

Chinese regulators talk about
raising the official retirement
age of 55 to increase the pool of
workers.

Female professionals welco-
me a chance to stay in satisfying
careers. But others resent being
forced to work more years. And
keeping workers on the job, una-
ble to help look after children,
might discourage their daugh-
ters from having more.

The latest data put China clo-
ser to be overtaken by India as
the most populous country, whi-
ch is expected to happen by 2025.

India’s population last year
was estimated by the U.N. De-
partment of Economic and So-
cial Affairs at 1.38 billion, or
1.5% behind China. The agency
says India should grow by 0.9%
annually through 2025. MDT/AP
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SENEGAL

Hit by Covid, women
find renewed
hope in fishing

CARLEY PETESCH,
BARGNY

INCE her birth on

Senegal’s coast, the

ocean has always

given Ndeye Yacine
Dieng life. Her grandfather
was a fisherman, and her
grandmother and mother
processed fish. Like gene-
rations of women, she helps
support her family in the
small community of Bargny
by drying, smoking, salting
and fermenting the catch
brought home by male villa-
gers. They were baptized by
fish, these women say.

But when the pandemic
struck, boats that once took
as many as 50 men out to
sea carried only a few. Many
residents were too terrified
to leave home, let alone
fish, for fear of catching the
virus. When local women
managed to get their hands
on fish to process, they la-
cked buyers, as markets
shut down and neighboring
countries closed borders.
Without savings, many fa-
milies went from three daily
meals to one or two.

Dieng is among more
than a thousand women in
Bargny, and many more in
other villages dotting Sene-
gal’s coast, who process fish
— the crucial link in a chain
that constitutes one of the
country’s largest exports
and employs hundreds of
thousands of its residents.

“It was catastrophic — all
of our lives changed,” Dieng

said. But, she noted, “Our
community is a community
of solidarity.”

That spirit sounds throu-
ghout Senegal with the mo-
tto “Teranga,” a word in the
Wolof language for hospita-
lity, community and solida-
rity. People tell each other:
“on est ensemble,” a French
phrase meaning “we are in
this together.”

Last month, the first
true fishing season since
the pandemic kicked off,
bringing renewed hope to
processors, their families
and the village. The brightly
painted vast wooden fishing
boats called pirogues once
again each carry dozens
of men to sea, and people
swarm the beach to help
fishermen carry in their
loads.

But challenges from the
coronavirus — and so much
more — remain. Rising seas
and climate change threa-
ten livelihoods and homes;
many can't afford to bui-
ld new structures or move
inland. A steel processing
plant rising near Bargny’s
beach raises fears about
pollution and will join a ce-
ment factory nearby:.

“Since there is COVID, we
live in fear,” said Dieng, 64,
who has seven adult chil-
dren. “Most of the people
here and women processors
have lived a difficult life. ...
Little by little, it's getting be-
tter.”

Dieng and fellow pro-
cessors weathered the pan-

demic by relying on each
other. Theyre accustomed
to being breadwinners —
one expert estimated that
each working woman in
Senegal feeds seven or eight
family members. Before the
pandemic, a good season
could bring Dieng 500,000
FCFA ($1,000). Last year, she
said, she made little to no-
thing.

Dieng’s husband teaches
the Quran at the mosque
next door to their home,
and the couple pooled their
money with their children,
with one son finding work
repairing TVs. Other women
got help from family abroad
or rented out parts of their
refrigerators for storage.

They survived, but they
missed their work, which
isn'tjustajob —it’s their he-
ritage. “Processing is a pri-
de,” Dieng said.

Most fishing in Senegal is
small-scale — carried out in
traditional, generations-old
methods. It’s referred to as
artisanal fishing. Once pro-
cessed, fish is sold to local
and international buyers.
In Senegal, fish accounts
for more than half of pro-
tein eaten by its 16 million
residents — key for food se-
curity.

Industrial fishing is car-
ried out in Senegals wa-
ters as well, via motorized
vessels and trawlers. More
than two dozen companies
also specialize in industrial
processing in the country
alongside fishmeal factories

and canning plants. Fish-
meal factories price women
like Dieng out by paying
more for fish and depleting
resources — 5 kilos of fish
are needed for 1 kilo of fish-
meal, a lower-grade pow-
der-like product used for
farm animals and pets.

Senegal's  government
also has agreements with
other countries allowing
them to fish and imposing
limits on the hauls. Monito-
ring what these boats from
Europe, China and Russia
harvest has proven difficult.
Locals say outsiders devas-
tate supply.

Dieng has become alocal
leader and mentor whose
neighbors come to her for
advice on everything from
money woes to their mar-
riages, and she and others
are part of a rising collective
voice of women in Senegal
working for change along
the coast and beyond.

Senegal has designated
land near Bargny as an eco-
nomic zone in its efforts to
invest in redevelopment.
Dieng’s neighbor Fatou
Samba — a town councilor
and president of the Asso-
ciation of Women Proces-
sors of Fish Products — has
testified about challenges in
artisanal fishing.

“If we let ourselves be ou-
tdone, within two or three
years, women will not have
work anymore,” Samba
said. “We are not against
the creation of a project that
will develop Senegal. But
we are against projects that
must make women lose the
right to work.”

The pandemic has tau-
ght villagers a crucial les-
son: Money from fish may
not always be there, so it's
important to try to save.

The pandemic also is not
over, so Dieng and other wo-
men go door to door to raise
awareness and urge people
to get vaccinated. Senegal
imposed strict measures at
the start of the pandemic.
The government was widely
commended, and restric-
tions largely eased. But the
country’s had more than
40,000 cases. Volunteer and
government campaigns aim
to keep another wave at bay.

At the end of a long day
of work, and before she
goes home to break fast of
Ramadan with her family,
Dieng stands in front of her
smoking fish and records a
video she hopes will to mo-
tivate the women working
in the industry.

“It’s our gold. This site is
all, this site is everything for
us,” Dieng said of the coast
and its importance to Barg-
ny. “All the women must rise
up.” MDT/AP

this day in history @
2000 Forp Quits DAGENHAM
AFTER 70 YEARS

Ford has confirmed that car production at its Da-
genham plant in Essex is to end after more than 70
years.

In total, it will mean the loss of around 3,000 jobs
with car assembly at the plant ceasing within two
years.

Ford unions reacted angrily to the news. They say
the real number of redundancies is closer to 5,000
because Ford's numbers do not include job losses
among caterers, cleaners and suppliers.

Two years ago Ford had promised to give Dage-
nham the contract for the new Ford Fiesta. That
now goes to Germany and Spain.

"We're extremely angry. There is no justification
for the 3,000 job losses and the closure of this as-
sembly plant,” said Tony Woodley of the Transport
Workers' Union.

"My view is simply this. To be in the car manufactu-
ring industry, quite simply, you've got to make cars.”

Outside the factory, union members made their
feelings plain. "I'm sickened to tell you the truth,”
said one Dagenham worker. "I've been working here
23 years. I'm not old enough to take a pension or
leave. I'm just sickened.”

Ford's European operations have been struggling
recently, hit by falling car sales and intense com-
petition.

The company has the capacity to produce 2.25m
cars in its European factories, but sold only 1.65m
during the past year.

The decisive factor in moving production from
Dagenham to its German factory in Cologne was
that facilities there were more flexible, with a se-
cond assembly line, enabling Ford to switch to
other models quickly.

The company tried to soften the blow by saying
the losses would be offset by investment in diesel
manufacturing at the plant.

Nick Scheele, chairman of Ford Europe, said Da-
genham would become Ford's "global centre"” for
the production of diesel engines, creating 500 jobs
over four years.

Courtesy BBC News

IN CONTEXT

In October Ford's chief executive, Jacques Nass-
er, was forced out of the company as Ford Europe
continued to make a loss of around £700m ($1bn)
ayear.

The Ford family took back the helm and William Clay
Ford Jr, the new chief executive, launched a major
restructuring of the company in the hope of bring-
ing it out of the red.

But two years later Ford sales were still lower than
hoped for and it sold off UK car repair firm Kwik-Fit
ataloss.

For more than 70 years, the Dagenham plant, one
of Europe's first major car assembly sites, was re-
garded as a focal point of the UK car industry.

So it was a sad day when the last Ford Fiesta rolled
off the production line in February 2002 and the
factory was downsized to produce engines and
gearboxes.
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YOUR STARS The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
@ ARIES @ @ TAURUS WHAT'SYOUR SOUP BU JOURT | BEATS ME., )|, 7 FOR SOME REASON, IT KEEPS |
I
/" Mar.21-8pr.19 /" apr.20May.20 — M\ﬁ/
The moon departs from  Luna’s union with your ruler, value-
practical Taurus and slides  defining Venus, makes it an ideal day

forward into playful Gemini,
prompting you to find mental
and verbal outlets for your
creative self-expression.

@/’ May. 21-Jun. 21

Today’s skies find Mercury
in a supportive connection
to stabilizing Saturn, helping
you ground down and become

GEMINI

increasingly realistic  about
your vision.
LEO

/'! Jul. 23-Aug. 22

You can make it all happen
today, Leo. The moon glides into
playtul Gemini, turning your
attention toward your long-term
aspirations and your involvement
in friend groups.

@ Sep.23-Oct. 22

Aim to break out of routine to help
achieve the refreshed perspective
you’re seeking: Mercury’s
harmonious connection to stabilizing
Saturn helps you ground down any
creative projects in the works.

Og SAGITTARIUS
/'! Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Today’s skies are deliciously
romantic, Sagittarius. Don’t miss
out on the opportunity for an
ideal date night, as the playful
Gemini moon merges with bond-
building Venus.

@ AQUARIUS
o/ Jan. 20-Feb. 18
An ideal energy for either a date
night, a creative project, or just
unwinding. Mercury’s supportive
connection with your ruler, Saturn,

allows for clear communication
about future commitments.

LIBRA

CROSSWORDS

for making long-term purchases or
selling. Meanwhile, Mercury’s trine
to secure Saturn helps you make
solid plans on the career front.

g/ﬁ Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Mercury’s stabilizing connection
to grounded Saturn helps
you explore important plans
or conversations concerning

CANCER

the future of intimate
partnerships.
@ VIRGO

/'! Aug. 23-Sep. 22

Don’t stop now! The moon
glides into  quick-thinking
Gemini and spends the day
merged with beneficial Venus,
attracting positive circumstances
to your career realm.

SCORPIO

Oct. 23-Nov. 21

As a Scorpio, you crave intimate
encounters  that offer  you
authentic  connections.  This
natural craving runs high today,
as the story-telling Gemini moon
merges with lover Venus.

@ Dec. 22-Jan. 19

If you've been waiting for the
right moment to submit a job
application, launch a work
project, or have a smooth-running
conversation with a boss - look no
further!

@ Feb.19-Mar. 20

Reconnect with your home base
today, Pisces. The moon glides
into reflective Gemini, turning
your attention towards family
dynamics and the state of your
living space.

CAPRICORN

PISCES

A‘ﬂ(/d'u P ‘%T www. gocomics.com/the-born-loser
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WEATHER

MIN MAX CONDITION

EASY EASY+
Beijing 14 26 clear
5 3 8 1 & 5 8 Harbin 8 13 moderate rain
6 4 2 6 3 Tianjin 16 25 clear
7 115 | 5 Urumai 17 32 clear
[ 4 2 3 4 8 Xi'an 13 27 clear
9 3 2 8 Lhasa 6 19 cloudy
9 L ! : 7 Chengdu 16 28 cloudy
b7 4|2 I Chongging 17 27 cloudy
7.6 2 7 6 Kunming 15 26 cloudy
8 2 6 3 1 3 9 Nanjing 16 27 cloudy
Shanghai 20 28 overcast
Wuhan 16 28 overcast
MEDIUM HARD Hangzhou 20 31 cloudy
2 6 3 114 Taipei 22 27 cloudy
7 2 5 8 5 Guangzhou 23 31 thundershower
1E g Hong Kong 24 31 clear

8 4 3 7 [ 4

8 9 3 1

! 2 8 7 Moscow 5 13 drizzle
b 4! 5 e 2 Frankfurt 5 8 drizzle
: 214 I Paris 5 11 drizzle
a ! 2 London 3 11 clear
New York 8 20 cloudy

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

1- Get as aresult; 5- Apartment, e.g.; 9- Absorb, as a cost; 12- "The Joy of 3
Cooking" author Rombauer; 13- Frasier's brother; 15- Foot part; 16- Coconut-husk S
fiber; 17- The end of ___; 18- Ceremony; 19- Dancing party; 21~ Pleasant fragrance; B
23- Comply; 24- Little one; 25- Soviet leader Brezhnev; 28- Guns, knives, etc.; % 999 28939939/ 2828 3283
33- Minimum; 34- Carnivorous mammal; 35- Gothic-type arch; 36- High-pitched:; g .
37- Bring about; 38- Pompous person; 39- Bump into; 41- Look at lustfully; 42- Q Fire department 28572222 Water SUpply_ RepOﬂ 2822 0088
Connected series of rooms; 44- Put in order; 46- Beyond; 47- Charge carrier; 48- Fly 3 i
in the ointment; 49- Farm laborer; 53- Generous; 57- Hot rock; 58- Apartment sign; 2‘ (Open ling) 993 — Report 1000
60- Brief letter, paper money; 61~ Algerian seaport; 62- Go into; 63~ Pleasingly pretty; 5 | L.
64- Fashion monogram; 65- It is in Spain; 66- Planetary revolution; é PJ (Picket) 28 557 775 Electricity — Report 28 339 922
o
1- Having wealth; 2- Switch back?; 3- Gallic girlfriend; 4- Forgives; 5- Not ] g 28573333 28716 081
impressed; 6- Simpleton; 7- ___ de France; 8- Actress Hatcher; 9-"___ Brockovich"; ~
10- Plays are divided up into these; 11- ) - 3y Customs 28 559 944
of  |Sina » B Yesterday’s solution a
__ 1 Sing; 14- Capital of New Mexico; - - ] ° .
15- Playground retort; 20- Passing notice; |Mlow] l Je|rim|s clalele g S.J. Hospltal 28 313 731
22- One with a beat; 25- Wool source; 26- AL L EE LA FLE LAY 2
; ; x . 12
Conger catcher; 27- Western; 28- Past t R A . : 5 28 371333
tense of wil; 29- Additional; 30- Mystery - T Te] I . .
writer Marsh; 31- Reposes; 32- Affirmatives; | | : " e ™ Commission Against
34- Hourly rate; 37- Related by birth; 40- | & |m| AAr .
Island off the SE coast of China; 42- Strike | 1[4 & alrlrln Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
breaker; 43- Insistence; 45- ___ de guerre; R 1% 8 Ll LANE L
46- "Peer Gynt Suite” dancer; 48- Driving h B ﬁ 28 387 333
hazard; 49- Ruse; 50- Metallica drummer Tl : AT .
Urich; 51- Track; 52- Zilch; 54- Libertine; 511 1 AMAR Tourism 28 333 000
55- Kofi __ Annan; 56- Lewd look; 59- Mil. {3, || Taluls [l L L
officers; 1N tlulols 59 888 88
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FOR SALE
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Chun FDk, Taipa 4 Bedroom Apartment

HK$6,200,000 640 ft* 2= 1

FOR RENT

Wonderful layout, Nova Taipa

$16,500/mth 2,530ft> 4= 3 W

Rain Dance Property
"We dance until it's RENTED!"

Taipa 3 bedroom apartment

$17,500/mth 1,626 ft2 3= 2 ¥
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GAMING

WYNN TO TAKE

ONLINE-BETTING
BUSINESS PUBLIC
IN SPAC MERGER

WYNN Resorts Ltd. is
taking its nascent
online-betting  business
public by merging it with a
special purpose acquisition
company (SPAC), the latest
in a line of such casino-in-
dustry deals.

The Las Vegas-based
gambling giant said yes-
terday [Macau time] it will
merge its online operations
with Austerlitz Acquisition
Corp. 1, a blank-check com-
pany created by title-insu-
rance magnate William P
Foley II. Wynn will retain
58% of the business, which
as a whole will be valued at
$3.2 billion.

The deal with Austerlitz
brings about $640 million
in cash to the venture. Fo-
ley’s Cannae Holdings Inc.
may also invest.

The new entity will tra-
de on the Nasdaq Stock
Market under the name
Wynn Interactive Ltd., with

trading symbol WBET.

Wynn Resorts shares
gained as much as 3.1%
to $129.67 in after-hours
trading. They were up 11%
this year through the close
Monday in New York.

“We are confident that
this transaction will unlock
the tremendous potential of
Wynn Interactive to further
accelerate growth and ena-
ble the business to capture
the massive opportunity in
North America,” Chief Exe-
cutive Officer Matt Maddox
said in a statement. Mad-
dox will remain chairman
of Wynn Interactive after
the transaction.

Wynn Interactive cur-
rently operates in six states
and has access to 15. The
transaction is expected to
close by the end of this year.

The company projec-
ted online revenue of $708
million in 2023, based on a
5% to 7% share of the U.S.

market. Its current an-
nual run rate is about $100
million, executives said on
a conference call for inves-
tors. The new entity will
also take over the sports
books at the Wynn proper-
ties in Las Vegas.

Foley, the chairman of
Fidelity National Financial
Inc., is also an owner of the
Golden Knights pro hockey
team in Las Vegas.

The Wynn deal follows
other gaming companies
that have gone public
through a SPAC, including
DraftKings Inc.,, Golden
Nugget Online Gaming Inc.
and Rush Street Interactive
Inc.

Separately, the com-
pany reported first-quar-
ter revenue that was less
than analysts expected
and a loss its core casino
business that exceeded
Wall Street expectations.
MDT/BLOOMBERG
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ECONOMY

Australia to reveal big-spending
plan for next fiscal year

HE Australian govern-

ment will release its bi-
g-spending economic plan
for the next fiscal year yes-
terday designed to create
jobs and repair pandemic
damage and with an eye
toward winning votes at
looming general elections.

Treasurer Josh  Fry-
denberg said the economy
was already recovering
from the pandemic and his
economic blueprint for the
fiscal year starting on July 1
would create more econo-
mic strength.

“We must secure Aus-
tralia’s economic recovery.
Tonight's budget will do
exactly that,” Frydenberg
told reporters at Parlia-
ment House.

“Tonight’s budget will
invest in infrastructure and
skills to create more jobs
and provide incentives
to businesses to do what
they do best -- to hire, to
innovate and to grow,” he
added.

The pandemic last year
derailed the political ca-
lendar that sets the bud-
get as an annual event in
May. The 2020-21 budget
was delayed until October.
It forecast a deficit of 214
billion Australian dollars
($168 billion) in the current
fiscal year. That deficit was
revised down to AU$109
billion ($85 billion) in a
December review.

Economists expect an
even smaller deficit of
around AU$80 billion ($63
billion) to be forecast Tues-
day, with factors including
high prices paid by China
for iron ore improving the
nation’s bottom line.

With Prime Minister
Scott Morrison to call an
election within 10 months,
his conservative coalition
has said paying down debt
will not be a priority in the
2021-22 budget.

The government has
said it would not focus on
reducing debt until the

unemployment rate was
below 5%. The jobless rate
was 5.6% in March.

Australia’s benchmark
cash interest rate was been
at a record low of 0.1% sin-
ce November and the cen-
tral bank has said it will not
be reduced further.

Australia has been re-
latively successful in con-
taining the spread of the
coronavirus. However
there have been criticis-
ms of the slow vaccination
rollout.

The rollout began in Fe-
bruary with plans to have
4 million doses of Pfizer
and AstraZeneca adminis-
tered in a population of 26
million by the end of Mar-
ch. But by Monday, only
2.66 million doses had
been injected.

Morrison is expected to
wait until many more peo-
ple are inoculated before
he seeks a fourth three-year
term for his government at
an election. MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS

MUST students visit MGM’s F&B facilities

The Macau University
for Science and Tech-
nology (MUST) recently
led students from the
Food and Beverage Ma-
nagement (BFBM) to
visit MGM Cotai with the
objective to give the stu-
dents a better unders-
tanding on the restaurant
and kitchen operations
within an integrated re-
sort.

At the visit, students
were first taken through
the warehouse to ex-
perience the receiving
and handling process
of ingredients from un-
loading, verification,
storage, to transferring
the items to restaurant
kitchens. The studen-

ts were then led to the
Cold Kitchen, Butcher
Kitchen, Pastry Kitchen,
Hot Kitchen, and Em-
ployee Dining Room.
Executive sous chef of
MGM Cotai, Ugo Rinaldo,
gave the students a tour
of the property's signa-
ture restaurant Grill 58,
and introduced the res-
taurant's concepts inclu-
ding the grill section, Bar
58, and Teppanyaki 58.
Chef Ugo specifically
showed the students
around Macau's only Hi-
malayan Salt Meat-aging
Room within the restau-
rant, where chefs prepa-
re aged premium meats
of various cuts and ho-
memade sausages.

“The students stepped
out of their classroom to
get to know experience
first-hand what it is to
be operating an actual
restaurant and kitchens
at an integrated resort
environment such as
MGM Cotai. These two
sessions together are
intended to give them a
holistic culinary learning
experience,” said Chef
Ugo.

Inaddition, Sous Chef of
Grill 58, Pio Dugue Gon-
zalez, demonstrated two
dishes on the teppanyaki
grill:  Hokkaido Scallop
with lkura & Yuzu Butter,
and Teppan Flambé Brio-
che with Wagyu Tallow
lce-cream.
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FOOTBALL RUGBY

UEFA has issues with CL switch
to London, Portugal a backup

ROB HARRIS

LAYING the all-En-

glish ~ Champions

League final on

home soil at Wem-
bley is proving problematic.
Instead, the players and fans
of Chelsea and Manchester
City could be headed to Por-
tugal.

UEFA’ hopes of playing its
club showpiece in Istanbul
have been scuppered for a
second consecutive season,
this time by Turkey being ad-
ded to England’s “red list” of
countries with severe coro-
navirus outbreaks.

The British government
decision that made it impos-
sible for supporters to tra-
vel to Turkey from England
came on Friday, two days af-
ter the semifinal lineup was
completed. But the gover-
nment immediately talked
with UEFA about the possi-
bility of moving the May 29

AP PHOTO

final to Wembley.
Discussions between
UEFA and the government
failed to reach a resolution
yesterday [Macau time] with
the competition organizer
wanting waivers to allow me-
dia, sponsors and guests to
fly in without having to qua-
rantine, people familiar with
the talks told The Associated
Press. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because
they were not authorized to

discuss the talks.

UEFA has given the British
government until today to
decide whether authorities
can offer all of the travel wai-
vers required. If not, UEFA
will consider taking the final
to Portugal just like last sea-
son. While Benfica’s stadium
in Lisbon was the scene of
Bayern Munich’s victory over
Paris Saint-Germain, Porto is
one of the backup options to
play this season’s final in the

50,000-capacity Estddio do
Dragao.

Portugal is on England’s
“green list” of 12 low-risk ter-
ritories where people aren't
required to quarantine upon
their return from next Mon-
day, making it easier for thou-
sands of City and Chelsea fans
to be able to travel. Portugal
would have to lift its current
block on tourists from Britain.

Switzerland, where UEFA
is based, is among the amber
list of countries from which
people arriving in England
have to quarantine for 10
days, albeit organized indi-
vidually rather than via the
mandatory hotel isolation in
place for arrivals from red-list
countries.

ButUEFA has already secu-
red exemptions from quaran-
tine for officials and media for
the European Championship
in England, with eight games
atWembley including the July
11 final. MDT/AP

HOME NATIONS
COULD HAVE CROWDS
FOR JULY TESTS

ILE the cream of
Britain's and Ire-
land’s rugby players are in
South Africa, their national
teammates will have tests
of their own in the July win-
dow.

England, Wales, and Ire-
land could have crowds in
attendance, while Scotland
is going to Romania and
Georgia in a schedule for-
ged by World Rugby after
the test windows last June
and November were can-
celed.

The northern hemis-
phere teams usually head
to the south in July, but
the effects of the coronavi-
rus pandemic have drawn
many teams to Britain and
Ireland, where restrictions
on public life are being in-
creasingly eased as vaccine
rollouts reduce the risk of
deaths and transmission.

France has already con-
firmed two tests in Austra-
lia, but Italy has canceled
its two-test tour of New

Zealand. Italy is the highes-
t-ranked team to go wi-
thout a match in July.

“The current conditions
made it preferable for the
national team to concen-
trate energies ahead of the
autumn series,” the Italy
Rugby Federation said.

Italy will host the All Bla-
cks in the autumn as some
consolation.

Instead of going to North
America, England is brin-
ging the United States and
Canada to Twickenham on
July 4 and 10 respectively.

The English Rugby
Football Union hopes to
sell 10,000 tickets to each
game, “with the potential
to increase these num-
bers if government guide-
lines allow in the coming
weeks.”

They would be the first
supporters at 82,000-seat
Twickenham since 2,000
were allowed at the Au-
tumn Nations Cup final last
December. MDT/AP
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BOOK NOW!

infosdugardasletras.com
Maobike: 4351 917921 30

Praca de Gounln, apartads 30,
5085- M3 Gowdes do Dourc, Sabeows
(CAGA DE GOUNAES « DOURD  ORTUGAL

BUOK NOW!

info@casadegouvaes.com
Mobile: +351 917921 320
Fraga e Gosdees, apantado 20,
5085242 Gouvies do Dowrs, Sabrosa
CASA D GOUNAES - DOURD - POSTUGAL

HOLIDAY RENTAL HOUSES

Lugar das letras ug«[i¢ i Casa de Gouvaes

The houses are set in the heart of the World Heritage Site of the Douro Valley and its
famous winery landscape where the worlds Ports are produced.

Eoth restored relics overlooking the Rio Dourg, these eight rooms houses have been

blessed with gorgeous woaden floors, plush queen beds and marble baths; the best

have dazzling river views.

But it is the welcome that makes this place stand out from the crowd,
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THE ROADHOUSE MACAU

15 MACALI'S MOST POPULAR BAR FOR BLUES, BOOZE AND ROCK.
COME ON DOWN AND LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL.
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I e s As strict lockdowns are loosened across Europe and many EU  said coronavirus certificates would be given to EU residents
citizens dream about holidays in the sun, the 27-nation bloc  who can prove they have been vaccinated or those who tested

has yet to agree on how to quickly implement a virus certificate = negative for the virus or have proof they recovered from it.

scheme to boost summer travel and tourism. EU lawmakers and nations agree on that, but the Parliament
European affairs ministers gathered in Brussels to assess pro-  insists that COVID-19 certificates should be enough to allow

gress in discussions with European lawmakers. A deal between  EU citizens to move about freely and that EU countries shoul-

the Parliament and EU countries is required in May to ensure  dn’t be allowed to impose extra restrictions on certificate hol-

the system will be up and running by the end of June, but seve-  ders such as quarantines, tests or self-isolation measures.

ral sticking points remain. That’s a major roadblock, since border controls are a national
When it proposed the scheme in March, the EU Commission  responsibility. More on macaudailytimes.com
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World Views

Daniel Moss, MDT/Bloomberg

IF CHINA SHRINKS, IT’'S
THE WORLD'S PROBLEM

China’s slowest population growth in decades
may be felt more acutely beyond its borders than
within them. The economy will keep humming and
incomes can continue to climb, albeit at a slower
rate. The rest of us, however, will need to adjust to
a persistently slacker pace of global expansion and
the prospective ebbing of deflationary pressure.
The caricature of China as an unlimited supplier
of cheap labor holding down the cost of everything
from dishwashers to dolls should be consigned to
the history books.

Beijing’s once-in-a-decade census showed there
were 1.412 billion people in China last year. The an-
nual average growth 0f 0.53% in the past decade was
the slowest since 1953. Longstanding trends beca-
me more pronounced: The working-age population
slumped to 63.4% from more than 70% a decade
ago, while the share of residents aged 60 and above
jumped. More than half of Chinese citizens now live

CovID-19

HONG KONG SCRAPS PLAN
TO REQUIRE VACCINES FOR
DOMESTIC WORKERS

CHLOE LO
& JINSHAN HONG

ONG KONG backtra-
cked on a plan to requi-
re foreign domestic workers
to be vaccinated to secure
work visas, caving in to cri-
ticism that the policy was
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Iran’'s powerful
Revolutionary Guard
yesterday rejected the
U.S. Navy's claim that
fast-approaching Iranian
speedboats in the Strait
of Hormuz sparked a
tense encounterin the
already sensitive region.
The Guard's website,
sepahnews.com,
published a statement
saying Americans

were guilty of using

in cities. discriminatory. "false narratives and

While it’s possible that China’s headcount will The Asian financial hub's unprofessional behavior”
actually decline in a few years, that doesn’t mean authorities reached out to and should more strictly
a crisis is looming. Some of the world’s wealthiest the Indonesian and Philippi- "abide by international

economies have wrestled with population retreat —
or something close to it. Japan's population peaked
in 2010 and South Korea logged its first dip in 2020.
Singapore reported its first decline since 2003 last
year. Each of these nations has long contended with
an aging society and a diminished fertility rate, whi-
le citizens have consistently resisted prodding by
officials to churn out more kids. Yet each has first-
-class infrastructure, great schools, high standards
of living and a niche in technology supply chains
that gives them a shot atlong-term prosperity in the
pandemic era.

China need not fear for its commercial viability
just because this inevitable byproduct of progress
has caught up with it. After all, its a relatively com-
mon pattern of economic development: Living
standards rise, people spend more time in school,
get married later, wrestle with more expensive living
costs and want to spend more on the children they
do have. Even if Beijing has taken steps to reverse
the damaging one-child policy imposed under Mao
Zedong, I doubt it will make much difference. The
broader global trend may be too entrenched for

nes consulates and decided
not to pursue such a requi-
rement, Hong Kong Chief
Executive Carrie Lam said at
aregular briefing yesterday.

“If we use compulsory
vaccination, we will face a
series of problems, inclu-
ding legal problems,” Lam
told reporters. “So the go-
vernment decided not to
carry out the requirement
for foreign domestic helpers
to have compulsory vacci-
nation when applying for
work visa permits.”

The flip-flop is the latest
in a string of sudden policy
changes for Lam’s adminis-
tration as it seeks to keep

fewer than 12,000 total ca-
ses reported since the pan-
demic began.

But Lam added that fo-
reign domestic workers will
need to undergo a second
round of tests by May 30.
There are more than 370,000
foreign domestic workers,
accounting for about 5%
of the population, in Hong
Kong.

The city’s administration
had floated the policy idea
late last month after a small
outbreak of a Covid-19 va-
riant infected some domes-
tic workers.

Authorities announced

they received two doses of a
Covid-19 vaccine. The mass
testing exercise uncovered
three positive cases, Lam
said.

Last month’s announ-
cement of the mandatory
vaccination plan sparked
a backlash from workers
groups, residents and con-
sulates that the policy was
discriminatory. That led to
Lam saying last week that
the government would re-
view the policy.

Yesterday, Lam said the
city’s precautions success-
fully prevented variants of
concern from spreading in
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regulations.”

Israel Palestinian
militants launched
dozens of rockets

from Gaza and Israel
unleashed new air strikes
against them yesterdday,
in an escalation triggered
by soaring tensions in
Jerusalem and days

of clashes at aniconic
mosque in the holy city.
Twenty-four people,
including nine children,

virus infections to almost i i were killed in Gaza
T sirus nfections 10 amost  hen that forign domestc  Honglong. - wereiadntee
The consequences for the rest of the planet may ' workers would need to un- 00ks like the worryng in Israeli strikes. More

be more significant. The world’s economic output
has been driven by China the past few decades,
especially since the financial crisis of 2007-2009.
Its gross domestic product has increased at an ave-
rage annual rate of about 8% since 2000. The equi-
valent figure for the U.S. has been a bit less than 2%.
As things stand, China will contribute more than
one-fifth of the total increase in global GDP in the
five years through 2026, according to Bloomberg
calculations based on International Monetary Fund
forecasts published April. The U.S. will account for
14.8%, with India and Japan chipping in 8.4% and
3.5%, respectively. Anemic population growth, or
an outright drop, is likely to mean slower overall
expansion, even if GDP per capita may continue to
climb. Assumptions about any expected contribu-
tion may need to be rethought.

Also up for debate is persistently low inflation, so-
mething central banks everywhere first welcomed
but now increasingly worry about.

This isn't all bad news, at least right away. A Chi-
nese model no longer based on inexpensive labor
pumping out bargain-basement goods will erode
one of the props that has kept inflation low, dange-
rously so in the view of doves at the Fed. Meanwhile,
a stroll around parks, nightlife areas and shopping
malls of pre-pandemic Tokyo show a declining po-
pulation can still have plenty of vitality. The U.S. saw
the second-slowest population growth rate in his-
tory last decade at 7.4% — just ahead of 7.3% during
the Depression era — yet life goes on.

If China aspires to world economic leadership, this
is what it looks like. Sluggish demographics are part
of the deal. [Abridged]

have triggered confusion
and complaints, the city
has handled the pandemic
relatively well compared
with other major cities, with

dergo mandatory testing,
and the city eventually tes-
ted around 340,000 foreign
domestic workers — with
the rest exempted because

mutant strain has not taken
root and spread in our com-
munity,” she said. “Howe-
ver we will not let our guard
down.” MDT/BLOOMBERG

THE DECISIVE MOMENT

AP Photo/Amit Sharma

A man runs to escape heat emitting from the multiple funeral pyres of
Covid-19 victims at a crematorium in the outskirts of New Delhi, India.
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than 700 Palestinians
were hurt in clashes with
Israeli security forces in
Jerusalem and across
the West Bank in 24
hours, including nearly
500 who were treated at
hospitals.

Russia A gunman
attacked a school
yesterday morning in the
city of Kazan, sending
students running out of
the building as smoke
poured from its windows.
At least eight people
were killed in the attack
— seven eighth-grade
students and a teacher
—and 21 others were
hospitalized, Russian
officials said. Officials
said the attacker has
been arrested and
police opened a criminal
investigation into the
shooting.



