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GRAFT BUSTER DENOUNCES SEVERAL CASES
OF CORRUPTION IN WHICH BRIBERY WAS 

USED TO SECURE EMPLOYMENT, RENEWAL 
OF CONTRACTS OR PROMOTIONS

MACAU REGISTERED A 21% SURGE 
IN THE NUMBER OF CRIMINAL CASES 

YEAR-ON-YEAR TOTALING OVER 2,900 
IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2021  P5 P3 P4

More on backpage

China yesterday issued its 
second protest in as many 
days over United States naval 
activity in the region, drawing 
an unusually sharp response 
from the U.S. Navy’s 7th 
Fleet, which accused Beijing 
of attempting to assert 
illegitimate maritime rights at 
the expense of its neighbors. 
A statement from the 
Chinese People’s Liberation 
Army’s Southern Theater 
Command said the guided 
missile destroyer USS 
Curtis Wilbur “illegally” 
intruded into its territorial 
waters surrounding the 
Paracel island group in 
the South China Sea 
yesterday. More on p8

Israel unleashed another 
wave of airstrikes across 
the Gaza Strip yesterday, 
killing at least one 
Palestinian and wounding 
several, and Hamas fired 
more rockets, even as 
expectations rose that 
a cease-fire could be 
coming. Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 
pushed back against calls 
from the U.S. to wind 
down the Gaza offensive, 
appearing determined 
to inflict maximum 
damage on Hamas in a 
war that could help save 
his political career. Still, 
officials close to the 
negotiations say they 
expect a truce to be 
announced in the next 24 
hours.

Pakistan A speeding 
bus overturned on a 
highway in southern 
Pakistan yesterday, killing 
at least 13 passengers 
and injuring 29 others, 
police said. The bus 
was traveling from the 
port city of Karachi 
to Peshawar in the 
northwest when the 
accident took place in 
the district of Sukkur in 
southern Sindh province. 
The accident happened 
apparently due to the 
driver’s negligence. 
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Consumption subsidy 
to roll out from Monday

China, in global campaign, 
vaccinates its people in Thailand

 P2  P7

 P2

ROOM FOR 
CAPSULE HOTELS

Capsule 
hotels will 

enrich tourism 
elements and 

choices of 
hospitality in the 
city, an industry 
leader told the 

Times
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MP charges 
parents for 
abandoning 
infant

THE Public Prosecutions Office 
(MP) has detained the parents 

who left a baby alone at their residen-
ce, following reports it had received 
on the case.

According to police investigation, 
the parents left the house indepen-
dently following a dispute, leaving the 
five-month old baby there alone.

The incident was discovered by a 
security guard at the building when 
he noticed something amiss and 
went to the residence to investigate. 
Subsequently, he called the police 
for assistance. After the preliminary 
investigation, the MP charged the 
baby’s parents for the crime of deli-
berate abandonment and is seeking 
a prison sentence of one to five years 
under the terms of article 135 of the 
Penal Code. LV

Ritz-Carlton, 
Macau gets 
Tripadvisor 
Award

THE Ritz-Carlton, Macau was re-
cently rated and awarded the Tri-

padvisor’s Travelers’ Choice Awards, 
ranking 14th among 25 other hotels 
worldwide.

The five-star hotel is the only hotel 
in the Greater Bay Area included on 
the list.

Set within the Galaxy Macau com-
plex, the hotel features all suite ac-
commodations with: “city views and 
elegant décor, four dining venues 
including the Michelin-starred Lai 
Heen and access to luxury shopping, 
a 10-screen theater and a family-
-friendly waterpark.”

A night at The Ritz-Carlton Macau 
starts from RMB2,500, according to 
the rate available on Tripadvisor last 
night. “We are committed to offering 
an environment that aligns with ex-
pert protocols for working to defeat 
Covid-19,” the hotel noted, as seen on 
Tripadvisor.

Hotel Colline de France in Gra-
mado, Brazil ranked the first place, 
followed by The Omnia in Zermatt, 
Switzerland and Sani Dunes in Sani, 
Greece. Mandapa, a Ritz-Carlton Re-
serve in Kedewtan, Indonesia ranked 
sixth place. LV

Consumption subsidy to roll out from Monday

Travel Industry Council sees 
room for capsule hotel

FUNDS for the con-
sumption subsidy will 

be deposited into regis-
trants’ mobile payment 
accounts or available for 
consumption card top-
-up from as early as Mon-
day.

Residents who regis-
tered yesterday or earlier 
and whose registration 
has been verified by the 
government will receive 
their funds from Monday.

There will be a 
MOP5,000 activation 
fund and a MOP3,000 dis-
count fund. They can be 

used together from June 
1 for purchases of certain 
goods and services.

When registrants re-
ceive the transfer of funds 
to their mobile payment 
accounts, they will recei-
ve a notification either as 
a text or a prompt messa-
ge.

Residents registering 
from today will see their 
verification results in the 
form of text message. 
Should their registrations 
be verified, they will get 
the funds and the veri-
fication notice simulta-

ANTHONY LAM

THE addition of capsule ac-
commodations will enrich 

tourism elements and choices 
of accommodation in Macau, 
Andy Wu Keng Kuong, chair-
man of the Travel Industry Cou-
ncil of Macau, told the Times in 
an exclusive interview.

A Standing Committee of the 
Legislative Assembly has con-
cluded its discussion on new 
legislation intended to govern 
matters related to tourism ac-
commodations. Some opinions 
have been taken by the execu-
tive branch while others have 
not.

The bill will be sent to the 
parliament’s plenary for de-
bate and voting. Historically 
speaking, a bill handed in by the 
executive branch normally will 
pass.

In the bill there is a section 
proposing to allow the future 
establishment and licensing of 
capsule hotel. Also known as 
youth hostels in some cases, 
this type of accommodation is 
rented per bed space, instead 
of per room as in traditional or 
star-rated hotel accommoda-
tions.

Likely to be a reality after this 
legislative term, the concept 
has Wu’s support. Considering 
the success that the concept 
enjoyed in other tourism desti-
nations, Wu thinks it worthy of 
exploring in Macau. Moreover, 

neously.
Extra verification at 

mobile payment service 
providers is needed for 
persons registering on 
behalf of other residents.

Consumption cards 
can be topped up at more 
than 170 service points 
across the city.

From 9 a.m., May 7 
to 6 p.m., May 18, more 
than 350,000 residents 
have registered for the 
subsidy; among them, 
150,000 chose mobile 
payment and the rest the 
consumption card. AL

he thinks it is about choice and 
safety.

“It will provide wider choice,” 
Wu said. “Furthermore, with 
a law regulating the practice, 
there will be greater protection 
for tourists. It will [allow for the 
banning of] illegal hostels.”

Illegal hostels are part of a 
scene in certain areas in the city 
– often around casinos. They 
are rented for a low price and 
usually a long period.

Another factor Wu admired is 
that the low price of the accom-
modation will help lengthen 
each tourist’s period of stay.

Discussing the concept of 
youth hostels, he thinks it will 
enhance Macau’s positioning as 
a cultural tourism destination.

Taking similar facilities in 
Tokyo and Taipei as reference, 
youth hostels mostly cater to 
students or recent graduates 
who want to travel with a relati-
vely tight budget.

Wu agrees that these tourists 
are usually more attracted to or 
interested in Macau’s cultural 
landscape, such as the Cultural 
Heritage.

“Youth hostels will also help 
bring tourists into the commu-
nity,” Wu added.

He thinks youth hostels may 
be appealing to younger touris-
ts if they provide appropriate fa-
cilities. “If there is fast WIFI and 
other supporting facilities, you-
ths will choose to stay in these 
hostels,” Wu expects.

Most tourism products in 
Macau currently target a weal-
thier cohort of tourists, such as 
high-end shopping malls and 
Michelin-starred restaurants. 
When asked whether capsu-
le accommodations, or you-
th hostels, will create strong 
competition for the gambling 
concessionaires, Wu said it was 
unlikely. He foresees that this 
type of accommodation will be 
a minority in the field.

After all, it is investors’ call 
whether or not this type of ac-
commodation become a reality 
in the city. “Comparatively small 
hostels see weaker competitive-
ness against large hotels and re-
sorts,” Wu explained. “I believe 
they will do their calculations.”
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Taiwanese authority rebuts 
Macau newspaper’s scarcity claim
T

HE Mainland Affairs 
Council of the Taiwane-
se government has is-
sued a statement firmly 

denying the accusations made by 
a “specific media” outlet that Ma-
cau students are facing privation 
and difficulties in Taiwan.

According to the council, the 
unnamed media organization re-
ported that Macau students stu-
dying in Taiwan are “faced with 
academic and living difficulties, 
feeling confused and helpless in a 
challenging scenario.”

In the statement, the coun-
cil blames the media organiza-
tion for “purposefully distorting 
and exaggerating in its report on 
the situation, causing confusion 
[among the public] and excessive 
worries among students and pa-
rents.”

“It apparently has ulterior mo-
tives,” the council added in the 
statement.

To clarify, the council stressed 
that the Taiwanese government 
has been concerned with the righ-
ts of Macau and Hong Kong stu-
dents in Taiwan to safety, health 

and pursuit of their studies. It ex-
plained that lectures have already 
moved online, lessening the effect 
on the right to study.

During its communications 
with student support groups, 
the council was not aware of any 

shortage or difficulties faced by 
students. Some of these groups 
even supported the council, affir-
ming that resources in Taiwan are 
sufficient.

On the other hand, the council 
has reminded students to be vi-

gilant against both infection and 
against rumor. They should also 
avoid crowded places and unne-
cessary movement.

The SAR government re-
cently sought assistance from 
the Taiwan government to help 

the “several thousand Macau 
residents studying in Taiwan” 
amid the worsening pande-
mic situation on the island. 
The government’s plea for help 
was delivered on May 17 to 
Taiwan authorities via a letter 
sent by the Macao Economic 
and Cultural Office in Taiwan. 
As stated in the letter, the wor-
sening epidemic condition in 
Taiwan “had caused anxiety and 
perplexed the several thousand 
Macau residents studying in 
Taiwan, as well as their parents.” 
The Macau government is calling 
on Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs Cou-
ncil to “pay close attention to en-
sure Macau residents’ demands 
were dealt with properly and to 
protect their rights while in the 
Taiwan region.”

Recently, the Macao and 
Taiwan Youth Exchange Promo-
tion Association said that more 
than 500 Macau students cur-
rently in Taiwan have expressed 
their intention to take a uni-
fied flight to return to Macau. 
These notices are mainly sent 
from graduating university stu-
dents who want to return to Ma-
cau to pursue their careers, along 
with some graduate students.

In an effort to better control the 
current wave of infections, Taiwan 
has closed its borders to foreigners 
and transit passenger. Only Taiwa-
nese citizens and legal residents will 
be allowed to enter the region. AL
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GCS clarifies launch 
of public tender 
for magazine

CRIME
Suspect in Cotai resort murder 
apprehended in mainland China

THE Government Infor-
mation Bureau (GCS) has 

stated that public tenders were 
conducted from 2005 to 2009 
for the production of the go-
vernment’s magazine titled 
“Macao,” after the corruption 
watchdog accused the bureau 
of failing to conduct a public 
tender for the operation of the 
magazine.

In a statement issued yes-
terday, GCS announced that 
in February 2020, on the advi-
ce of the Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC), the bu-
reau has this year opened se-
parate public tenders for the 
production of each language 
version, with the aim of sour-
cing service providers from the 
private sector.

Information regarding each 
of the tender processes for the 
license to produce any or all of 
the three versions of “Macao” 

magazine was published in 
the Official Gazette on April 
14, April 21, and May 12, 2021, 
it clarified.

Relevant tender processes 
are ongoing.

GCS pledged that it “will se-
lect, in an open and fair way, 
service providers that can 
meet the editorial principles 
expected of the magazine, and 
in compliance with external 
publicity and promotion poli-
cies of the Macau Special Ad-
ministrative Region.”

In addition, operation of 
Macauhub, a news website 
covering economic and com-
mercial ties between China 
and Portuguese-speaking 
countries, has been taken over 
by GCS since thea expiry of the 
former operator’s contract on 
April 30 2020. No service regar-
ding Macauhub is currently 
outsourced. LV

More cases of employment 
corruption due to pandemic

11 cases of forged investment 
residency applications: CCAC
LYNZY VALLES

THE corruption watchdog has 
revealed that a businessman 

is suspected of forging documen-
ts to support applications for 
permanent residency under the 
Investment Residency category.

According to the Commission 
against Corruption (CCAC), at 
least 11 Investment Residency 
applications were submitted to 
the Macao Trade and Investment 
Promotion Institute.

The applicants all used sha-
res in a company controlled by 
the businessman for investment, 
and submitted false documen-
ts to meet the conditions of the 
program.

CCAC’s investigation shows 
that the businessman, together 
with his subordinates and bu-
siness partners, submitted false 
employee information to various 
government departments to mis-
represent the company’s size and 
operating conditions.

The person involved in the 
case is suspected of committing 
the crime of forging documents 
and has been referred to the Pu-
blic Prosecutions Office (MP).

As cited in a TDM Radio re-
port, the CCAC confirmed that 
this occurrence was during the 
tenure of the former president of 
IPIM, Jackson Chang. 

Chang was convicted last year 
of leaking confidential informa-
tion concerning IPIM’s criteria 

in granting residence permits to 
investors or skilled professionals 
to another defendant.

The MP has previously lodged 
an appeal against the sentence ac-
quitting Chang of bribery charges. 
Despite him being exculpa-
ted from serious charges, in 
October 2020, the Court of 
First Instance (TJB) sentenced 
Chang to two years behind bars. 
The move by the MP is intended 
to appeal against the TJB rulings, 
seeking to see the former presi-
dent sentenced to more than two 
years.

THE Commission Against Corruption (CCAC) has 
handled several cases of corruption in the private 

sector in which active or passive bribery was used to 
secure employment, renewal of contracts or promo-
tions. 

The watchdog noted an increase in corruption ca-
ses related to hiring last year, adding that these cases 
mainly occurred in gaming, security and construction 
companies, according to its 2020 annual report submi-
tted to the Chief Executive.

The suspects included local and mainland Chinese 
workers, as well as non-resident workers from other 
Southeast Asian countries. In addition, of the 18 cases 
referred to the Public Prosecutions Office, eight invol-
ved fraud over public funds or document forgery rela-
ted to fraud.

In 2020, the CCAC received a total of 479 complain-
ts and reports. Together with the cases investigated by 

the Anti-Corruption Bureau and the Ombudsman Bu-
reau and those filed for investigation by judicial bodies 
later referred to CCAC, there were a total of 491 cases.

Of these, 105 cases were referred to the Anti-Cor-
ruption Bureau for follow-up and 282 cases were refer-
red to the Ombudsman Bureau, the corruption watch-
dog noted.

100 cases failed to meet the conditions for being 
filed for investigation and were thus archived directly 
- either due to a lack of clarity about the facts, or to 
inadequate information. Also, four cases were referred 
to other departments, as they substantially fell within 
their jurisdictions. 

The CCAC pointed out that the proportion of 
anonymous complaints and reports received last year 
was less than that in the past, accounting for only 34% 
of all complaints and reports, down more than 20% 
compared to 54.6% in 2019. LV

GP museum to 
open in June

The Macao Grand Prix 
Museum will officially 
open in June. From today, 
admission tickets can 
be purchased online 30 
days in advance and up to 
one day before the visit. 
The museum provides 
complimentary public 
guided tours in Cantonese, 
Mandarin, Portuguese and 
English. Each guided tour 
lasts about 45 minutes. 
The Museum is closed 
on Tuesdays, and normal 
opening hours will be from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., except 
for June 1 when they will be 
from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Applications 
for research 
grant open

The Academic Research 
Grant application is open 
from now until May 3, the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau has 
announced in a statement.  
Offered annually, the grant 
aims to encourage original 
academic research on 
the culture of Macau and 
on the cultural exchange 
between Macau, mainland 
China and other countries. 
Local or overseas holders 
of doctorate degrees with 
proven academic research 
experience and local or 
overseas researchers 
with sufficient research 
experience and recognized 
academic accomplishments 
are eligible to apply for the 
grant.

A man suspected of 
committing a mur-

der that took place ear-
ly this month in a hotel 
room at a Cotai resort 
has just been arrested in 
Hubei Province, China, 
the Judiciary Police (PJ) 
announced.

Aged 40, the male sus-
pect will not be handed 
over to Macau and will 
face court hearings on 
the mainland.

The victim, a main-
land woman in her 50s, 
operated an illegal cur-
rency exchange in Ma-
cau.

Although the report 
was received on May 7, 
the PJ discovered that 
the killing may have oc-
curred four days earlier. 
At about 10:30 p.m. on 
May 3, the suspect and 

the victim entered the 
hotel room together. 
Forty minutes later, the 
suspect left the room for 
the casino.

The police obtained 
evidence that the victim 
carried HKD250,000 to 
Macau. This fact led the 
police to believe that the 

suspect robbed the vic-
tim in the room and kil-
led her with the cord of a 
bathrobe.

The room was booked 
under the suspect’s 
name.

After playing at the ca-
sino, the suspect left for 
mainland China. Before 

his departure, he told the 
front desk that no clea-
ning service was needed. 
He also extended the 
booking online.

The murder was un-
covered when the hou-
sekeeping agent entered 
to clean the room on 
May 7. AL
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Surge in digital scams, personal 
offenses raise crime rate in Q1
HONEY TSANG 

M
ACAU registered a 
20.8% surge in the 
number of criminal 
cases year-on-year, 

totaling 2,914, in the first quarter 
(Q1) of 2021, according to a quar-
terly crime report released yes-
terday by Secretary for Security 
Wong Sio Chak.

The surge was mainly driven 
by a 297.5% increase in digital of-
fenses and a 46.7% increase in of-
fenses against persons to various 
degrees.

In Q1, the city’s police laun-
ched a crackdown on digital cri-
me, with the police investigating 
322 alleged offences, up 241 from 
81 cases in the same period last 
year.

Of all categories of digital cri-
me, credit card fraud saw the most 
severe rise to a total of 264 cases, 
up 208 cases year-on-year. This 
was accompanied by an increase 
of 31 cases in hacking activities.

In a separate summary report, 
Wong linked the sharp surge in 
digital crimes in the first quarter 
with “increasingly digitalized con-

sumption behavior and lifestyle” 
adopted by the public during the 
pandemic.

“The [public’s] time spent onli-
ne has increased. However, [their] 
inadequate awareness of digital 
safety and inactions to implement 
internet safety measures had re-
sulted in the sharp increase in re-
levant crimes,” he stated.

In Macau, digital crimes are 
categorized as “other crime types” 
— which manifested the fastest 

rate of increase (121.5%) in case 
numbers of the five major crime 
types in Q1. Offenses in luring, 
assisting, offering shelter to and 
employing illegal immigrants are 
also grouped under this umbrella 
term. This category registered a 
108.9% increase, year-on-year.

In offenses against persons 
– the crime type which saw the 
second-largest rise in cases in Q1 
(46.7%) – common assaults ac-
counted for the majority, with 320 

cases out of 594. It showed a 27% 
increase compared to Q1 last year.

Common assaults have been 
one of the most common trans-
gressions seen in society. These 
violations mostly occurred in 
public areas and were incited by 
every-day disputes, family dis-
putes, drunkenness, emotional 
entanglements, and so on, Wong 
said.

However, the public’s move-
ments were restricted to a certain 

degree in the first quarter last 
year, at the time of the initial ou-
tbreak of Covid-19 in Macau. By 
contrast, in Q1 most mandatory 
social distancing measures have 
been lifted, which may possibly 
have lead to a rise in relevant ca-
ses in the last quarter, Wong ex-
plained.

Apart from common assaul-
ts, cases of criminal intimidation 
increased 80.8% year-on-year to 
47. Cases of insult, child sexual 
assault and rape increased seven, 
three, and two, respectively.

In Q1, Macau saw a total of 18 
cases of juvenile delinquency, an 
increase of 80 %, or eight cases, 
year-on-year. 38 minors were in-
volved, up 24 from the same pe-
riod last year.

Overall, the city’s overall cri-
me rate was partially offset by the 
decline in cases of property viola-
tions (-1.2%) and offenses disrup-
ting social life (-7.4%).

The crime statistics concerning 
gaming activities is considered 
“not representative” owing to the 
sharp decline in visitor arrivals. As 
a result, the crime report does not 
include a summarized evaluation 
of the impact of Macau’s casino 
industry on public security.

In order to comply with social 
distancing measures, the Secre-
tary for Security stated that he 
would not hold any press confe-
rence for the release of the crime 
statistics, which will be published 
online instead.
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Seac Pai Van light rail 
construction delayed due 
to tender cancelation

18 old buildings 
benefitting from Macao 
Water’s subsidy program 

HONEY TSANG 	

THE SAR government 
has decided to revoke 

the tender for the cons-
truction of the Seac Pai 
Van Line of the Light Rapid 
Transit due to an obvious 
discrepancy in budget and 
time frame between the 
tender proposals and offi-
cial requirements.

This bodes ill for the 
project as the start of cons-
truction is likely to face 
impediments for some 
time.

The Infrastructure De-
velopment Office (GDI) 
announced the decision in 
a statement published yes-
terday morning (May 20).

“After analysis, it is be-
lieved that the bidding 
amount and construction 
period proposed by the 
tenderers are obviously 
low, and are not in line 
with the timetable for the 
installation of driving sys-
tem, as stipulated in the 
tender document,” the 
GDI stated in the release.

AS of early May, Macao 
Water Supply Company 

Limited (Macao Water) has 
approved 18 cases to receive 
subsidies under its Repair 
of Service Connections to 
Low-rise Buildings program. 

Five of the approved ca-
ses have already been com-
pleted, the firm told TDM.

The program was lau-
nched by Macao Water on 
April 1 with an aggregate 
fund of MOP10 million. It 
aims to provide subsidies to 
owners residing in old bui-
ldings in Macau to repair 
their outdated water facili-
ties.

In each case, Macao Wa-
ter will bear 80% of the total 
maintenance cost, with the 
remaining 20% to be shared 
by the apartment owners or 
occupants. The funding will 
be capped at MOP50,000 in 
each case.

Eligibility for the scheme 
will be limited to flat owners 
on the lower floors (seventh 
or lower) of buildings older 
than 20 years which have 
suffered cracking, leaks, or 

It is believed that such 
a significant discrepancy 
will cause “serious overs-
pend and overtime.”

“Considering public in-
terests and the extremely 
unreasonable proposed 
construction period, the 
SAR government decided 
to cancel this tender and 
will re-invite the tender for 
the project within a short 
period of time.” 

severe corrosion of their wa-
ter supply facilities.

The Marine and Water 
Bureau (DSAMA) stated that 
the Program of Macao Water 
compliments the DSAMA’s 
Water Safety Plan for Buil-
dings, which was launched 
in September 2018 and is 
intended to encourage lo-
cal building owners to con-
duct regular check-ups and 
maintenance of their water 
piping systems.

In April, Chan Hou Wo, 

The government star-
ted to invite tenders for the 
construction of Seac Pai 
Van Line in July last year 
and had received a total of 
10 submissions.

According to the state-
ment, the GDI has set the 
works to optimize the sta-
tion’s design into motion, 
with a view to effective 
cost-control and use of 
space at the station.

director of the Department 
of Planning and Develop-
ment at the DSAMA told 
the public that the authori-
ties have finished drafting 
amendments to Water Su-
pply and Sewerage regula-
tions.

The proposed changes 
include a higher standard 
for local water to be dee-
med drinkable and clean, 
and a lower acceptable limit 
for heavy metals in water, 
among other measures. HT

COVID-19

Inoculation at Macao 
Forum kicks off

HONEY TSANG 

THE community vacci-
nation service at Macao 

Forum began operations 
yesterday (May 20), recor-
ding over 130 registrations 
as of 8 a.m.

The idea of designating 
Macao Forum as a new 
inoculation point for the 
Sinopharm inactivated 
vaccine was first floated 
by Tai Wah Hou, coordina-
tor of the Health Bureau’s 
Covid-19 vaccination ope-
ration at a Coivd-19 media 
conference on May 11. 

Dr. Liang Sung Wen, 
coordinator of Macao Fo-
rum vaccination station, 
told TDM yesterday that 
136 locals had registered 
for inoculation at the ve-
nue as of 8 a.m. yesterday, 
a number in line with the 
government’s expectations.

On the first day in opera-
tion, there were five doctors 
and seven nurses responsi-
ble for vaccinations. Over 
30 people received their 
injections within the first 
hour, during which one or 
two individuals failed to 
meet the blood pressure 
requirement and were re-
fused their injections by the 
doctors.

In a separate video re-
leased by the government, 

Liang reassured the public 
that Sinopharm inactivated 
vaccines will be delivered 
to Macao Forum daily to 
“ensure the quality of the 
dose.”

“We have a dedicated 
freezer to store the vacci-
nes at Macao Forum. The 
unused doses will be sent 
back to the hospital at the 
end of the same day,” he 
added.

In response to some 
complaints about the long 
waiting time at the venue, 
he said that it took some 
time for the staff to become 
accustomed to the system 
and procedures on the first 
day of operation.

Macao Forum has a dai-
ly capacity of around 2,000 
doses of Sinopharm inacti-
vated vaccine, and is desig-
ned to cater to individuals 
aged 18 or above.

The registration for ino-
culation at Macao Forum 
was launched on May 18. In 
the trial phase, the center 
will open for 8 hours daily 

AN updated version of the health 
code system will launch today fol-
lowing the amendment that certain 
individuals who have completed both 
vaccinations will be exempted from 
both the regular and the special swab 
test.
From today, the health code will show 
detailed vaccination records.
This measure was announced on 

Monday by the Novel Coronavirus 
Response and Coordination Center in 
a bid to encourage local residents to 
take the Covid-19 vaccine. 
From today, the health code page will 
also display the number of people who 
have been vaccinated. The effective 
date of the vaccine will be displayed at 
the bottom of the page after receiving 
both doses, or 14 days after receiving 

the second dose.
The public can also view their vacci-
nation records, including: vaccination 
location, vaccine type, manufacturer, 
batch number and vaccination date. 
As of 4 p.m. yesterday, a total of 
140,121 residents have booked to 
take the Covid-19 jab, while 88,771 
have been vaccinated. 51,618 resi-
dents have received both doses. 

Updated health code system launches today
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Director of the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s Africa Department, Wu Peng

COVID-19

China, in global campaign, 
vaccinates its people in Thailand

Beijing says providing vaccines 
to almost 40 African states
CHINA said yesterday 

it is providing CO-
VID-19 vaccines to nearly 
40 African countries, des-
cribing its actions as pu-
rely altruistic in an appa-
rent intensification of 
what has been described 
as “vaccine diplomacy.” 

The vaccines were do-
nated or sold at “favorab-
le prices,” Foreign Minis-
try official Wu Peng told 
reporters. 

Wu compared China’s 
outreach to the actions of 
“some countries that have 
said they have to wait for 
their own people to finish 
the vaccination befo-
re they could supply the 
vaccines to foreign coun-
tries,” in an apparent dig 

at the United States. 
“We believe that it is, 

of course, necessary to 
ensure that the Chinese 
people get vaccinated as 
soon as possible, but for 
other countries in need, 
we also try our best to 
provide vaccine help,” 
said Wu, who is director 
of the ministry’s Africa 
department.

While the U.S. has 
been accused by some of 
hoarding vaccines, Presi-
dent Joe Biden  on Mon-
day pledged to share an 
additional 20 million vac-
cine doses in the coming 
six weeks, bringing the 
total U.S. commitment to 
80 million. The Biden ad-
ministration hasn’t said 

which countries will re-
ceive them. 

The doses will come 
from existing U.S. pro-
duction of Pfizer, Moder-
na or Johnson & Johnson 
vaccine stocks. The ad-
ministration previously 
committed to share about 
60 million doses of the 
AstraZeneca vaccine by 
the end of June.

The U.N. Security Cou-
ncil  called on Wednesday 
for accelerated availabi-
lity of COVID-19 vacci-
nes for Africa, expressing 
concern that the conti-
nent has only received 
about 2% of all vaccines 
administered globally.

A presidential state-
ment approved by all 15 

members at a council 
meeting on African issues 
reiterated the need for 
“equitable access” to qua-
lity, affordable COVID-19 
tests, treatments and vac-
cines.

China’s vaccine diplo-
macy has been a surpri-
sing success: It has pled-
ged roughly half a billion 
doses of its vaccines to 
more than 45 countries, 
according to an Associa-
ted Press tally. 

With just four of Chi-
na’s many vaccine makers 
claiming they are able 
to produce at least 2.6 
billion doses this year, a 
large part of the world’s 
population will end up 
inoculated not with the 

fancy Western vaccines 
boasting headline-gra-
bbing efficacy rates, but 
with China’s humble, tra-
ditionally made shots. 

Egypt will start locally 
producing China’s Sino-
vac COVID-19 vaccine in 
June, with Sinovac ena-
bling the Egyptian side 
to obtain the expertise 
and technical assistance 

to produce the vaccine, 
giving the license to ma-
nufacture and pack the 
vaccine in Egypt.

“Aid alone cannot solve 
Africa’s vaccine issues. We 
must support local ma-
nufacturing of vaccines in 
Africa, even though this is 
difficult due to (low) le-
vels of industrialization,” 
Wu said. MDT/AP

FU TING, BANGKOK

C
HINESE citizens li-
ving in Thailand be-
gan being vaccinated 
yesterday as part of 

China’s global campaign to ino-
culate its nationals living and 
working abroad. 

China recently donated 
500,000 vaccine doses, and Thai-
land agreed in turn to inoculate 
Chinese nationals as it slowly 
rolls out shots for its own citizens 
to contain a coronavirus surge 
that has sickened tens of thou-
sands in the past two months.

Yang Xin, minister counsellor 
at the Chinese Embassy, said 
Beijing’s “Spring Sprout” pro-
gram would benefit tens of thou-
sands of Chinese in the country. 
An estimated 150,000 Chinese 
citizens live in Thailand.

China has so far supplied 
millions of vaccine doses to the 
country, most of which Thailand 
purchased.

The Thai government has said 
it will vaccinate Thais before 
inoculating most other foreig-
ners, regardless of risk factors or 
age. 

Just over 2% of Thailand’s 70 
million people have received 
a first vaccine dose and about 
1% have received a second. The 
government hopes to inoculate 
70% of its people by the end of 

the year, but has been criticized 
for taking too long to start vacci-
nating.

China’s official People’s Dai-
ly newspaper says more than 
500,000 Chinese citizens in more 
than 120 countries have bene-
fited from the “Spring Sprout” 
vaccine program since it was 
launched in March. 

In downtown Bangkok, a 
Chinese volunteer with a whi-
te mask, transparent shield and 
blue gloves stood in front of 
a red banner reading “Spring 

Sprout Action” flanked by the 
flags of China and Thailand at a 
vaccination center.

A dozen people waited to get 
a cursory medical check as nur-
ses, accompanied by a transla-
tor, gave Chinese-made Sinovac 
shots in another room. 

“I am happy and proud to be 
able to get a vaccine on day 1 
organized by my government,” 
said Zhang Xiaohong, 40, who 
runs a logistics company in 
Thailand. He said he believes 
the Chinese government cares 

about its people. 
Qin Qing, a 39-year-old real 

estate broker in Bangkok, said 
she was a bit nervous before get-
ting the shot and felt slightly diz-
zy afterward.

“I am grateful for my country 
and the embassy, and people 
who help to make it happen, 
from airline staff who fly the 
vaccines here to Thai medical 
workers,” she said. 

Thailand had largely contai-
ned coronavirus cases last year 
by closing its borders, enforcing 
mandatory quarantines and ac-
tively tracing contacts of those 
found to be infected. The mea-
sures devastated its lucrative 
tourism industry but kept the 
pandemic at bay, for the most 
part, until early April.

Then a surge that began in 
high-end nightspots in central 
Bangkok spread rapidly as peo-
ple were allowed to travel during 
a mid-April national holiday. 

Yesterday, health authorities 
reported 2,636 new cases and 
25 deaths for a total of 119,585 
infections and 703 deaths sin-
ce the pandemic began. Of that 
number, 90,722 confirmed cases 
and 609 deaths have been recor-
ded since April 1.

A partial lockdown in recent 
weeks has made limited hea-
dway in containing outbreaks, 
especially in Bangkok and in 

prisons.
The capital has been hit es-

pecially hard, with thousands of 
cases surfacing in slums, crow-
ded low-income housing and 
camps housing construction 
workers.

Thailand has a population of 
about 70 million. More than 2.5 
million are from neighboring 
countries, including Cambodia, 
Laos and Myanmar. Many are 
employed on construction sites 
and in factories.

Chinese nationals are the 
most numerous foreigners living 
in Thailand who are not from 
neighboring countries. They are 
the only foreigners being vacci-
nated under the “Spring Sprout” 
campaign. 

Natapanu Nopakun, deputy 
Foreign Ministry spokesman, 
said there are around 1.3 million 
legal migrant workers in Ban-
gkok and its vicinity and more 
than 1 million illegal ones across 
the country. The Labor Ministry 
intends to inoculate them as 
well because their high mobility 
is a risk factor in curbing infec-
tions. 

Another 200,000 foreigners — 
from Australia, Japan, Europe, 
the United States and elsewhere 
— are mostly professionals and 
retirees. For now, they can only 
obtain COVID-19 shots by tra-
veling overseas and would face 
lengthy, expensive quarantines 
on their return. 

Groups representing Ame-
ricans living in Thailand sent a 
letter to U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken last week asking 
the government to supply some 
of the millions of unused vacci-
ne doses available in the U.S. to 
inoculate American citizens in 
Thailand. MDT/AP
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Rajiv Gandhi, the 46-year-old former Indian prime 
minister, has been assassinated.

He was campaigning for the Congress Party on the 
second day of voting in the world’s largest demo-
cratic election when a powerful bomb, hidden in a 
basket of flowers, exploded killing him instantly.

At least 14 other people were also killed in the at-
tack in the town of Sriperumbudur, about 30 miles 
from Madras, the capital of the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu.

No-one has admitted carrying out the murder but 
it is being blamed on Mr Gandhi’s arch enemies, the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a violent 
guerrilla group fighting for a separate homeland for 
Tamils on the island of Sri Lanka.

Rajiv Gandhi’s death has shocked the world and 
marks the end of the Nehru dynasty that had led 
India for all but five years since independence from 
Britain.

After his brother Sanjay was killed in an air crash in 
1980, he gave up his job as an airline pilot and was 
elected to Sanjay’s parliamentary seat.

He became prime minister after his mother, Indi-
ra Gandhi, was assassinated by her own Sikh body-
guards in 1984.

Often seen as a reluctant leader, he and his Con-
gress Party won a record majority later that year.

He encouraged foreign investment, a freer eco-
nomy and rejuvenated his own party, ridding it of his 
mother’s unelected cronies.

After he lost the election in 1989, Rajiv Gandhi re-
signed.

This time, the Congress Party was expected to win 
the largest number of parliamentary seats - but not 
overall control - against the Hindu BJP Party and the 
Janata Dal, now split into two parties.

The campaign has been marred by sectarian vio-
lence between Hindus and Muslims in what has pro-
ved to be the most violent election in Indian history. 
Two hundred people have already been killed.

Courtesy BBC News

1991 Bomb kills India’s 
former leader Rajiv Gandhi

In context

It later emerged that a female Tamil Tiger (LTTE) suicide 
bomber had assassinated Rajiv Gandhi.
In 1987 Mr Gandhi, then prime minister, had sent Indian 
peacekeeping forces to Sri Lanka in a disastrous at-
tempt to impose peace in the country. The move proved 
unpopular both at home and abroad and his troops 
pulled out in 1990.
A year after Mr Gandhi’s death, the Tamil Tigers were 
outlawed in India.
PV Narasimha Rao, succeeded Gandhi as Congress 
leader and became India’s prime minister later that year.
After a number of bribery scandals, the party was heavily 
defeated in the 1996 elections. But its popularity was 
revived in 1998 by Mr Gandhi’s Italian-born widow Sonia 
who took over as leader and returned the party to power 
in the 2004 elections.
She refused to become prime minister herself, however, 
and the job went to former finance minister Manmohan 
Singh.

this day in historySOUTH CHINA SEA

Beijing, Washington argue over 
naval activity in disputed waters
C

HINA yesterday 
issued its second 
protest in as many 
days over United 

States naval activity in the 
region, drawing an unu-
sually sharp response from 
the U.S. Navy’s 7th Fleet, 
which accused Beijing of 
attempting to assert ille-
gitimate maritime rights 
at the expense of its nei-
ghbors. 

A statement from the 
Chinese People’s Libe-
ration Army’s Southern 
Theater Command said 
the guided missile des-
troyer USS Curtis Wilbur 
“illegally” intruded into its 
territorial waters surrou-
nding the Paracel island 
group in the South China 
Sea yesterday. It said Chi-
nese forces mobilized to 
track and monitor the ship 
and “warned and expelled 
it.” 

The Paracels are also 
claimed by Vietnam.

China accused the U.S. 
of increasing regional se-
curity risks, “misunders-
tandings, misjudgments, 
and accidents at sea.” It 
called the ship’s maneu-
vers “unprofessional and 
irresponsible,” saying 
Chinese forces were de-
termined to defend the 
country’s sovereign claims 
while maintaining peace 
and stability in the South 
China Sea. 

A key group that monitors 
internal displacement 

is reporting yesterday that 
violence and disasters — of-
ten caused or worsened by 
the impact of climate chan-
ge — forced people to relo-
cate within their countries 
more than 40 million times 
last year, the highest such 
tally in over a decade. 

The Internal Displace-
ment Monitoring Center, 
in its latest annual global 
report, says a record 55 
million people were living 
away from their homes but 
within their countries at the 
end of last year, as storms 
and floods, as well as both 

The U.S. refuses to re-
cognize China’s claim to 
virtually the entire South 
China Sea and regularly 
conducts what it calls free-
dom of navigation opera-
tions to assert its right to 
sail in international waters. 

In its lengthy response, 
the 7th fleet said the ope-
ration “upheld the righ-
ts, freedoms, and lawful 
uses of the sea recognized 
in international law by 
challenging the unlawful 
restrictions on innocent 
passage.” 

“The PLA’s statement 
about this mission is fal-
se. USS Curtis Wilbur was 

protracted and new conflic-
ts, drove up the figures that 
have been growing for more 
than a decade. Sometimes 
people have moved two or 
three times. 

The Geneva-based cen-
ter, which is part of the 
Norwegian Refugee Coun-
cil, said the number of in-
ternally displaced was more 
than twice that of refugees 
— those who flee to another 
country — at the end of last 
year. The group cautioned 
that the figures were likely a 
“significant underestimate” 
because COVID-19 travel 
restrictions impeded the 
collection of data.

not ‘expelled’ from any 
nation’s territory,” the sta-
tement said. “USS Curtis 
Wilbur conducted this 
FONOP (freedom of navi-
gation operation) in accor-
dance with international 
law and then continued on 
to conduct normal opera-
tions in international wa-
ters.” 

It said that China’s sta-
tement asserts its “exces-
sive and illegitimate mari-
time claims at the expense 
of the Southeast Asian nei-
ghbors in the South China 
Sea.” 

China on Wednesday is-
sued a complaint over the 

“It’s shocking that so-
meone was forced to flee 
their home inside their own 
country every single second 
last year,” said NRC secre-
tary-general Jan Egeland. 
“We are failing to protect 
the world’s most vulnerable 
people from conflict and di-
sasters.” 

Of those displaced at 
the end of the year, some 
48 million people had fled 
conflict and violence and 7 
million had escaped from 
disasters, the group said. 

The center pointed to 
escalating violence and 
wider activity from extre-
mist groups in countries 

Wilbur’s passage throu-
gh the Taiwan Strait, also 
calling it a provocation 
that undermined peace 
and stability in the region. 

While the strait is in 
international waters, Chi-
na claims self-governing 
Taiwan as its own territory 
and regards the U.S. Navy’s 
presence near the island 
as providing support for 
its independence-leaning 
democratically elected go-
vernment. 

Along with building the 
world’s largest navy and 
coast guard by numbers of 
vessels, China has fortified 
its island holdings in the 
strategically vital South 
China Sea and created new 
island outposts by piling 
sand cement on coral ree-
fs and topping them with 
airstrips and other infras-
tructure. 

It has ignored rival terri-
torial claims by its smaller 
neighbors, including the 
Philippines and Vietnam, 
as well as an international 
arbitral ruling that decla-
red most of China’s claims 
in the South China Sea in-
valid.

An emboldened China 
faced with the scaling up 
of U.S. military operations 
in the area has increasin-
gly raised concerns about 
a possible clash or con-
frontation, whether inten-
ded or not. MDT/AP

like Ethiopia, Mozambique 
and Burkina Faso last year, 
and ongoing wars in pla-
ces like Congo, Syria and 
Afghanistan. It also noted 
intense cyclone seasons in 
the Americas, Asia and the 
Pacific, and long rainy sea-
sons in the Middle East and 
sub-Saharan Africa, saying 
such weather woes uproo-
ted millions.

Overall, the highest 
number of internally dis-
placed people last year 
was in China, which faces 
floods regularly and autho-
rities encourage or require 
internal displacement to 
get out of the way of rising 
waters, followed by the Phi-
lippines and Bangladesh. 
More than 5 million people 
in China were forced into 
internal displacement last 
year. MDT/AP

U.S. Arleigh Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Curtis Wilbur 
conducts routine operations in the Taiwan Strait this week

War, climate displaced tens 
of millions in 2020: Study
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- To Live and Die ___; 5- Discharged; 10- Jamaican exports; 14- It’s got you 

covered; 15- French school; 16- Greek god of love; 17- Starting; 18- Conger catcher; 19- 
Helper; 20- Indian soldier in British service; 22- All together; 24- Engrossed; 27- Emilia’s 
husband; 28- Female servant; 32- Russian revolutionary leader; 35- ___-Aztecan 
languages; 36- Razor sharpener; 38- Band’s sample tapes; 40- Back; 42- Artist Rousseau; 
44- Go out with; 45- Lake in the Sierra Nevada; 47- Pry; 49- Lux. neighbor; 50- Former 
Russian rulers; 52- Predate; 54- Paint unskillfully; 56- Strong wind; 57- Embassy; 60- Trail; 
64- Opposed to; 65- Start of a saying on forgiveness; 68- Dies ___; 69- Emptiness; 70- 
Form of oxygen; 71- Kill; 72- Church recess; 73- Of the kidneys; 74- Seemingly forever;
 
DOWN: 1- Nest eggs, briefly; 2- Centrepiece of the human face; 3- Coil; 4- To meet 
the expense of; 5- Sum charged; 6- Hot diamonds; 7- It may be landed; 8- 1985 Kate 
Nelligan film; 9- Pertaining to the skin; 10- Argued; 11- “Trinity” author; 12- Method; 
13- Dallas-to-Houston dir.; 21- Edible roots; 
23- Got older; 25- Course; 26- Wearies; 28- 
Injure; 29- Bothered; 30- ___ Ark; 31- Italian 
lady; 33- Icon; 34- Well-known; 37- Tine; 
39- Shrivelled, without moisture; 41- Where 
to find a seasonal fruit stand?; 43- Bit; 46- 
Historical periods; 48- Skin; 51- Potential 
mate; 53- Cherry red; 55- Alcoholic drink; 57- 
Queue before Q; 58- How sweet ___!; 59- 
Dodge model; 61- Woody’s son; 62- James 
of “The Godfather”; 63- Lock openers; 
64- Humphrey’s costar in “The Barefoot 
Contessa”; 66- Genetic messenger; 67- 
Fam. member;

Wednesday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINAEasy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The efficient Virgo moon pushes 
you to focus on incomplete tasks 
and projects, yet her dizzying 
opposition to sleepy Neptune 
makes it hard to stay out of  
fantasy land.

Apr. 20-May. 20
The illuminating sun’s square to 
visionary Jupiter highlights this story 
today. Elsewhere, the creatively 
fertile Virgo moon’s opposition with 
spacey Neptune makes an ideal day 
for dreaming, not doing.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
This shift heralds the start of  your 
own personal new year, and helps 
you focus in the weeks ahead on 
getting to know yourself  in an 
entirely new light. Don’t be afraid 
to ask for what you want...

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
What self-sabotaging patterns 
need letting go of, so that you can 
continue to expand? Elsewhere, 
the storytelling Virgo moon’s 
opposition with Neptune creates an 
inspired, if  not fantastical, mindset.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
The realistic Virgo moon urges 
you to get productive, but her 
dance with dreamy Neptune 
can make it easy to overextend 
yourself  - in both your finances 
and willingness to help others. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
The moon’s presence in your 
sign turns your attention inward 
towards unexpressed feelings, but 
her rendezvous with Neptune 
may create cloudy illusions 
around intimacy.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The work you do is beginning to 
change in some fashion, Libra. 
The universe has big plans for 
this realm, but you need to make 
sure you’re solid in the vision 
you want to bring to life. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
The life-giving sun’s square with 
visionary Jupiter can make it 
easy to go overboard with any 
indulgences. Enjoy yourself  
but beware of  over-extending 
financially!

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
This energy can make for 
confused, idealistic, or deceptive 
thoughts concerning relationship 
matters. Refrain from making 
major commitments - in business 
or romantic partnerships.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
The illuminating sun’s square 
with dream-big Jupiter today 
reminds you to stay optimistic 
and make room for new 
opportunities that boost your 
self-expression.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Today’s skies find the illuminating 
sun in a difficult conversation 
with Jupiter, which can potentially 
reveal any unhealed emotional 
content concerning your home or 
family environment. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
It’s okay to hang back today, 
Aquarius. You’re not likely to be 
in the mood for any light, frivolous 
socializing - as the pensive Virgo 
moon makes you feel withdrawn 
and turns up your need for intimacy.

  Aquarius Pisces  

Beijing
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MOST rock 
duos are 

based around 
the guitar-an-
d-drums con-
cept — think The 
White Stripes or 
The Black Keys. 
Now imagine 
taking away the 
guitar.

That’s Royal 
Blood, a band of 
just two English-
men that rocks 
like any other 
band but just wi-
thout the axe. They simply don’t 
need it and their third full-leng-
th album, “Typhoons,” questions 
why we are all in love with six 
strings anyway.

With tracks like “Boilermaker” 
— with production help from 
Josh Homme of Queens of the 
Stone Age — “Trouble’s Coming” 
and the awesome title song, Royal 
Blood trend toward a snappier, 
more danceable groove but they 
kick up a fuss. 

Singer, keyboardist and bas-
sist Mike Kerr puts the bass front 
and center, often fuzzed-out 
and doing a solo. Drummer Ben 
Thatcher attacks his kit like a ja-

PULITZER Prize win-
ner Jhumpa Lahiri is 

back with what is sure to 
be one of the more uni-
que “novels” of the year.

Readers can debate 
in book clubs whether 
it’s a novel in the tradi-
tional sense, but it sure 
is novel in the original 
sense. Written in Italian 
and then translated by 
the author into English, 
“Whereabouts” features 
an anonymous first-per-
son narrator who reveals 
tiny slices of her life in 
the course of 46 very 
short chapters with na-
mes like “At the Station” 
and “On My Couch” and 
“In My Head.” Readers 
will be challenged to pie-
ce together a plot, but we 
do learn that she’s a single 
professor somewhere in 
Italy, her father died when 
she was just a teen, and by 
the end she’s pondering a 
change of scenery from 
the place in which she is 
so thoroughly immersed 
throughout the book.

ckhammer ope-
rator. This is 
stripped-down 
garage rock 
blessed with 
massive hooks.

The band 
emerged in 
2014 with its 
energetic sel-
f-titled debut 
that had a dir-
tier, messier 
feel and beca-
me a hit in Bri-
tain, even being 
nominated for a 

Mercury Prize. Kerr and Thatcher 
cleaned and refined their sound 
with their sophomore release, 
“How Did We Get So Dark?” 

The new album is even tighter 
and more focused, a neater dis-
tillation of Royal Blood. 

One curious footnote is the 
final song. After 10 head-ban-
ging tunes, the album ends with 
Kerr abandoning his bass and 
singing the gentle, Coldplay-ish 
“All We Have Is Now” on piano. 
“All we have is now/So just let it 
go,” he sings. Could this signal 
a future new path? Whatever it 
means, this is a band to watch.  
MARK KENNEDY, MDT/AP

Beyond that, there’s not 
much action in the story, 
which focuses instead on 
observations of every day 
life, both in the various 
spaces the narrator inha-
bits and her inner mono-
logue. She has a writer’s 
eye for detail, capturing 
a garden painted onto the 
walls of a museum: “The 

trees, with their thin 
branches, seem to bend 
as if from the soft bree-
ze that courses throu-
gh the landscape. This 
semblance of a breeze is 
what makes the painted 
nature tremble...” She’s 
also keenly self-aware: 
“Solitude: It’s become 
my trade... And yet it pla-
gues me, it weighs on me 
in spite of my knowing it 
so well.” 

Each chapter floats by 
quickly, and this reader 
had trouble making it 
coalesce into a satisfying 
whole. Still, the prose is 
sparse and lyrical and 
the journey is enjoyable, 
wandering through an 
anonymous life, seeing 

things through one per-
son’s eyes. 

Some literary critics 
will love this novel no-
vel even as some readers 
scratch their heads. Kudos 
to Lahiri for stretching 
the form and creating so-
mething that feels fresh. 
ROB MERRILL, MDT/AP

tTUNES
Snappier, tighter Royal 
Blood rock on ‘Typhoons’

BOOK IT

Jhumpa Lahiri’s new 
novel is very novel

“Whereabouts,” by Jhumpa Lahiri 
(Alfred A. Knopf) 
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Royal Blood, “Typhoons”  
(Warner Records)
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Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu, MDT

The St. Petersburg 1200M Turf 
2021-05-22 | Sat | 14:00

DAWSON from Pat Lee’s yard is down to a winnable grade, he has shown signs that 
he is back to his ready-to-fire condition in his morning workouts. Dawson nar-

rowly missed into the money on a number of occasions this term, but this time with 
the engagement of L.Corrales, jockey Corrales can capitalize his strong barrier firing 
gate skills on Dawson to get into a good tactical position in fighting out for the first 
three down at the winning post. Looking at his rating and his races replays again and 
again; I am confident that there is very good chance that Dawson could do well in a 
small field race on Saturday, hopefully he can come in the winning stall for Mr. Li’s 
connection. Dawson is my NAP on Saturday’s MJC meeting.

Race 1  Horse no. 5   Dawson   Win & Place bets

IRENE SAM, MDT

T
HIS week, Ritz-Car-
lton Macau teams 
up with Andrew Ho, 
Founder and Co-

-owner of the award-winning 
bar, Hope & Sesame, and Uno 
Wang, Head Bartender of Eve-
ning Standard Bar, in Guang-
zhou for an exclusive two ni-
ghts’ pop-up cocktail journey 
at the hotel’s bar and lounge 
and café, a one-of-a-kind vi-
brant mixology series, with 
master class, duo experience 
dinner, and cocktail evening 
sessions.

Hope & Sesame opened 
in March 2016, is the first 
‘speakeasy’ bar in Guang-
zhou. Tucked away behind a 
traditional Cantonese café in 
the quaint neighbourhood, 
the bar delivers hospitable 
service accompanied with 
delicious cocktails & nightly 
live jazz music. From the ex-
ploration of different lesser 
known ingredients to various 
infusion and distillations te-
chniques, as well as micro 

seasonal sourcing, guests will 
discover a wide repertoire of 
techniques that perfects their 
beverage experience. The col-
laboration between Hope & 
Sesame and The Ritz-Carlton 
Bar and Lounge comes as no 
surprise, as The Ritz-Carlton 
Bar and Lounge was the first 
ever bar in Macau to be recog-
nised on the prestigious Asia’s 
50 Best Bars list in 2018, whi-
le Hope & Sesame, which has 
been named on the list since 
2019 and ranked 15th  on the 
latest listing of 2021. 

The Evening Standard bar 
focuses on gin exploration 
experience with gin-based 
cocktails, which The Ritz-Car-
lton Bar & Lounge also spe-
cialises in. The three parties 
share similar philosophies in 
cocktail crafting, as well as 
passion for good entertain-
ment, guarantee to deliver 
drinks that speak of adven-
ture and wonder and to lead 
cocktail enthusiasts to unsur-
passed cocktail journey.

On May 21 and 22, an ex-
clusive master class featu-

res a unique cocktail crea-
tion and a specialty canapé 
trio, as well as tips and tri-
cks from passionate award 
winning insiders, Andrew Ho 
and Uno Wang, solely on May 
22, and Duo Experience on 
both days will be kicked off 
with masterful creation and 
canapés at The Ritz-Carlton 
Bar & Lounge on the 51st 
floor, followed by 5-course 
French menu at The Ritz-
-Carlton Café. Last but not 
the least, Cocktail Evening 
dazzles with breath-taking 
views and jazz performance 
on both nights to craft uni-
que memories at The Ritz-
-Carlton Bar & Lounge. Also 
available over the two days 
are two exceptional a-la-car-
te cocktail menus curated by 
Andrew Ho and Uno Wang. 
The three sessions are only 
open to 20 guests per ses-
sion, and The Ritz-Carlton, 
Macau has offered three pa-
ckages for discerning guests 
who wants to guarantee their 
spot for the ultimate exube-
rant experience.

TASTE OF EDESIA

Vibrant Mixology Series
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European Union declares 
vaccination campaign a success

A top European Union official is declaring the bloc’s COVID-19 
vaccination drive a success after its much-criticized slow start.

Ursula von der Leyen, the president of the EU’s executive Com-
mission, proclaimed in comments broadcast yesterday that “we 
are the only region in the world that has managed both to su-
pply our own population and to share fairly with others.” She 
touted the EU’s role as the world’s leading exporter of vaccines.

Von der Leyen told an event organized by Germany’s WDR pu-
blic television that, by the end of this week, 260 million doses of 

vaccine will have been delivered in Europe. She acknowledged 
that countries such as the U.S. and U.K. were faster to start with, 
but said “that has been put into perspective over time.”

She said: “Yes, there was a lot of criticism of the European 
Union at the beginning. What counts in the end is that the Euro-
pean Union reliably delivers vaccines to its 450 million citizens 
day by day, and that we can say we got there together as a com-
munity. Measured by that, our European vaccination campaign 
is a success.”

OPINION
World Views
Faye Flam, MDT/Bloomberg

UN’s top human rights 
body yesterday it will 
hold a special session 
next week to address 
“the grave human rights 
situation” in Palestinian 
areas of Gaza, the West 
Bank and east Jerusalem. 
The Human Rights Council 
will convene the May 27 
meeting following a request 
presented by Pakistan, 
as coordinator of the 
Organization for Islamic 
Cooperation. 

US The Biden 
administration is leading 
a campaign against 
Russian attempts to 
assert authority over 
Arctic shipping and 
reintroduce a military 
dimension to discussions 
over international activity 
in the area. As Russia 
assumed the rotating 
chairmanship of the Arctic 
Council yesterday, the U.S. 
rallied other members to 
oppose Moscow’s plans 
set maritime rules in the 
Northern Sea Route, which 
runs from Norway to Alaska, 
and its desire to resume 
high-level military talks 
within the eight-nation bloc.

Greece A large wildfire 
gutted and damaged 
dozens of homes and 
prompted evacuations 
yesterday as it tore through 
rugged forest terrain. No 
injuries were reported. Fire 
department officials said 
17 water-dropping planes 
and three helicopters 
were involved to try to 
contain the blaze about 70 
kilometers west of Athens 
that started outside the 
resort town of Loutraki. 
Smoke from the fire 
reached Athens, affecting 
visibility.

Britain plans to bring the 
national rail network back 
under government control, 
reversing one of the most 
controversial elements 
of the privatization 
drive carried out by the 
Conservative governments 
of the 1980s and ’90s. 
Under plans announced 
yesterday, the government 
will create a new entity 
known as Great British 
Railways that will own all 
railroad infrastructure, set 
most fares and schedules, 
collect ticket revenue 
and run a single ticketing 
website. 
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Blood clots aren’t the 
only vaccine side effects 
worth studying

One can hardly blame people for being worried about 
the new Covid-19 vaccines when there are so many ane-
cdotal reports of weird side effects — including women 
experiencing disturbing changes in their menstrual cy-
cles. 

Reports of early and unusually heavy periods or other 
irregularities were becoming so common earlier this 
spring that University of Illinois anthropologist Kate 
Clancy started collecting them. People may wonder, ri-
ghtly, why this isn’t being studied in a more systematic 
way. If something this unexpected can happen, then 
what else?

The original clinical trials were set up to get the mini-
mum information needed to win emergency use appro-
val, and follow-up study has been less than systematic. 
Yet getting a handle on these disturbing side effects 
wouldn’t be that hard. Several doctors I talked to men-
tioned there’s a self-reporting system called V-Safe, but 
they’d like to see something bigger and more systematic, 
where people tracked all sorts of physical changes in real 
time, including these peculiar menstrual irregularities. 

There’s ample evidence that sex differences matter in 
responses to the vaccine and need more study. Women 
are more likely to report mild or moderate side effects, 
and much more likely to suffer the severe ones. 

Twenty-two of the 28 people who suffered blood clots 
possibly associated with the Johnson & Johnson vac-
cine were women. Women also make up nearly all of 
the small number who had a severe allergic reaction 
— anaphylaxis — following injection with other vacci-
nes. Women are also much more likely to suffer seve-
re, extensive rashes after getting the Covid-19 vaccine 
— another uncommon but troubling side effect. 

As I learned researching this column on Covid vacci-
nation during pregnancy, women and men often react 
differently to infectious agents and vaccines because 
women’s immune systems are adapted to protect a fetus 
from infection but also not to attack the foreign cells that 
make up the fetus. 

It’s not surprising that sex hormones and the immune 
system can influence each other, says Johns Hopkins 
University immunologist Sabra Klein. She said she’s 
submitted a proposal to the National Institutes of Heal-
th to study the menstrual problems. I asked her whether 
there’s any understanding of whether the other side ef-
fects are more common only in women of reproductive 
age, or across all age groups. She said that hasn’t been 
studied yet, but should be. 

All the women who had blood clots following the John-
son & Johnson shot were between 18 and 48. Doctors 
are still discussing whether women of reproductive age 
should be advised to avoid it in favor of the other appro-
ved vaccines, but nobody, she says, is doing studies on 
the question. 

Some people have tried to dismiss the blood clot pro-
blem by noting that birth control pills are also associated 
with blood clot risk. But neither problem should be dis-
missed. More work should be done to prevent women 
from getting blood clots associated with birth control 
pills too. 

Right now, the main source of public information on 
vaccine side effects is a website called the Vaccine Ad-
verse Events Reporting System (VAERS).

The right reason to be confident in vaccines is that they 
provide impressive protection against a deadly virus…
The wrong reason would be blind trust of public health 
officials or Big Pharma.

The public is worried because these vaccines are new. 
But new doesn’t have to mean poorly understood. Be-
cause these shots are being distributed to so many 
millions of people, it’s possible to collect huge amounts 
of safety and side effect data, as well as data identifying 
when and why a few people still get infected after vac-
cination. 

That data will be useful as the world is likely to con-
tinue to update vaccines, and they are likely to be the 
most important part of the fight against this pandemic 
long into the future. Public trust is critical, but the CDC, 
the doctors and public health experts and could do 
more to earn it.

[Abridged]

CHINA postponed a 
supply mission to its 

new space station yester-
day for unspecified techni-
cal reasons, while photos 
sent back from Mars by its 
newly arrived rover earned 
plaudits from NASA despi-
te only sporadic contacts 
between the Chinese and 
American space programs. 

The Tianzhou-2 car-
go spacecraft was to have 
been launched early yes-
terday. China Manned Spa-
ce announced the delay on 
its website but didn’t say 
when the rescheduled lau-
nch would occur. 

It would be the first mis-
sion to the main Tianhe 
space station module that 
was launched on April 29. 
A total of 11 launches are 
planned by the end of next 
year to deliver the station’s 
other two modules, various 
components and supplies 
and a three-person crew. 

The launch of Tianhe, 
or Heavenly Har-
mony, was con-
sidered a success 
although China 
was criticized for 
allowing the un-
controlled reentry 
to Earth of part 
of the rocket that 
carried it into spa-
ce. Usually, discar-
ded rocket stages 
reenter the atmos-
phere soon after 
liftoff, normally 
over water, and 
don’t go into orbit. 

NASA Admi-
nistrator Sen. Bill 
Nelson said at the time that 
China had failed to meet 
responsible standards re-
garding space debris.

China’s space program 
has suffered relatively few 
setbacks since it first put an 
astronaut into orbit in 2003, 
although the space station 
launch was delayed by the 
failure of an earlier version 
of the massive Long March 
5B rocket. 

Earlier this month, Chi-
na also landed a probe, 
Tianwen-1, and its accom-
panying rover, Zhurong, on 

Mars and has begun sen-
ding back pictures from the 
surface of the red planet. 

In a message posted to 
the NASA website, Nelson 
congratulated the China 
National Space Adminis-
tration on receiving those 
first images. 

“As the international 
scientific community of 
robotic explorers on Mars 
grows, the United States 
and the world look forward 
to the discoveries Zhurong 
will make to advance hu-
manity’s knowledge of the 
Red Planet. I look forward 
to future international dis-
coveries, which will help 
inform and develop the 
capabilities needed to land 
human boots on Mars,” 
Nelson said. 

The pictures were taken 
by Zhurong from atop its 

landing platform. Since 
setting down on Saturday, 
the rover has been con-
ducting diagnostic tests 
and will shortly descend its 
ramp to begin a search for 
signs of frozen water.

The United States is 
the only other country 

to have success-
fully landed and 
operated a spa-
cecraft on Mars 
— nine times, 
beginning with 
the twin Vikings 
in 1976 and, most 
recently, with the 
Perseverance ro-
ver in February. 

China also re-
cently brought 
back lunar sam-
ples, the first by 
any country’s spa-
ce program sin-
ce the 1970s, and 
also landed a pro-

be and rover on the moon’s 
less explored far side. 

China earlier launched 
two smaller experimental 
space stations. It has been 
excluded from the Inter-
national Space Station 
largely at the insistence of 
the United States, which 
is wary of the secrecy sur-
rounding the Chinese spa-
ce program and its close 
military links. Congressio-
nal approval is also requi-
red for any cooperation 
between NASA and the 
CNSA. MDT/AP

China delays 
mission while NASA 
congratulates on 
Mars images

”The United 
States and the 

world look forward 
to the discoveries 

Zhurong will make to 
advance humanity’s 

knowledge of the 
Red Planet.

SEN. BILL NELSON 
NASA


