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POLICE AUTHORITIES SUMMONED 
TWO PUBLIC BUS DRIVERS FOR 
DANGEROUS DRIVING ON THE 
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Japan mobilized military 
doctors and nurses to 
give shots to elderly 
people in Tokyo and 
Osaka yesterday as the 
government desperately 
tries to accelerate its 
vaccination rollout and 
just two months before 
hosting the Olympics. 
Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga is determined to 
hold the Olympics in 
Tokyo after a one-year 
delay and has made an 
ambitious pledge to 
finish vaccinating the 
country’s 36 million 
elderly people by the 
end of July, despite 
skepticism it’s possible. 

India’s eastern coast was 
on alert ahead of a severe 
cyclone brewing in the 
Bay of Bengal yesterday, 
just days after a powerful 
storm battered the 
country’s western coast 
and killed at least 140 
people. Cyclone Yaas is 
expected to make landfall 
tomorrow and could pack 
sustained winds of up to 
165 kilometers per hour, 
the India Meteorological 
Department said. It said 
the storm was forecast to 
hit the eastern states of 
West Bengal and Odisha.

Myanmar’s ousted 
leader, Aung San Suu 
Kyi, appeared in court 
in person yesterday for 
the first time since the 
military arrested her 
when it seized power 
on Feb. 1. One of her 
lawyers, Min Min Soe, told 
The Associated Press 
by phone that Suu Kyi 
was able to meet with 
her defense team for 
about 30 minutes before 
the hearing began at 
a special court set up 
inside the city council 
building in Naypyitaw, the 
capital.
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794,819 TOURISTS
Visitor 

arrivals in 
April on 
growth 

trajectory

World’s 
supply of 
chips is in 

danger 
unless Taiwan 
gets vaccines
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Due to low 
vaccination turnout, 
the Health Bureau 

is urging the public 
to get Covid-19 

jabs, noting that 
there is a need to 

‘immediately’ create 
an immunity barrier
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COVID-19

MGM debuts casino outreach 
Covid vaccination action

THE Health Bureau (SSM) is 
operating a two-day outreach 

vaccination action at the MGM 
Cotai yesterday and today as part 
of the former’s Covid-19 vaccina-
tion program.

The resort operator revealed 
that a total of 1,200 employees 
had made bookings to receive the 
vaccine at the home base over 
the two days.

Should all the 1,200 employees 
go through the vaccination pro-
cess, the company will achieve a 
40% inoculation rate (including 
employees who have previously 
been vaccinated).

Kenneth Feng, president-
-cum-Chief Strategic and Finan-
cial Officer of the company, took 
the shot on-site. He said that the 
company had organized sessions 
to ease employees’ anxiety over 
the vaccine. The company, ac-
cording to Feng, will continue 
encouraging employees to get 
inoculated.

In order to further boost im-
munization rates, the company 
will continue working with the 
government to foster vaccination 
progress.

With relapse cases recorded in 
neighboring Guangdong Provin-
ce, local residents have relaxed 
their control measures, Dr Alvis 
Lo, director of the Health Bureau 
(SSM), noted while he was visi-
ting the bureau’s first outreach 
Covid-19 vaccination program 
held in association with MGM 
China.

He reminded residents not to 
become “anesthetized and care-
less” on pandemic control mea-
sures. They should be as vigilant 
as before, as well as taking the 
vaccine as early as they can, he 
added.

There is a growing trajectory 
in terms of daily vaccinations in 
the city. Lo recalled that when 
the program commenced, the 
daily inoculation rate was less 
than 1,000. Currently, the daily 
rate has risen to as high as 3,000.

In order to encourage inocu-
lation, the bureau director said 
that more vaccination sites will 
be added in the city. Further ou-
treach activities will also be ex-
plored.

When questioned about his 
comment on gambling conces-
sionaires rewarding inoculated 
employees with money, Lo said 
the government is happy to see 
different entities using different 
ways to encourage vaccination. 
Nonetheless, this may not be a 
suitable way for all entities, he 
stressed.

While the government has al-
ready lifted the requirement for a 
special PCR test on fully vaccina-

ted individuals at special occa-
sions, Lo was questioned about 
whether similar measures will 
exist in border crossings. He said 
there were no specific details to 
release and it requires negotia-
tions with neighboring jurisdic-
tions.

On the other hand, he did not 
rule out the possibility of shor-
tening quarantine-upon-arrival 
for fully vaccinated individuals, 
but said it will need scientific 
data to support the alteration. He 
does not want any loopholes in-
troduced regarding this matter.

In addition, should there be 
such a change, it will be unlikely 
to happen in the near future.

He also stressed that the glo-
bal conditions are still very tou-
gh. He reminded people in Ma-
cau to be vigilant against any 
possible relapse. AL

MGM expects 
growth in tourist 
arrivals during 
Summer Holiday

TOURISM
April’s visitors slightly rose to 795,000

THERE will likely be a further 
increase in the tourist arrival 

count from the average 30,000 to 
40,000 daily arrivals during the 
Summer Holiday, Kenneth Feng, 
president-cum-Chief Strategic 
and Financial officer of MGM 
China said yesterday.

Although there have recently 
been scattered relapse cases in 
several parts of mainland China, 
the executive trusts in the Cen-
tral and Provincial governments’ 
efforts and directives in con-
taining any potential outbreak.

As a result, he is confident 
that the city will make about 
MOP130 billion this year in 
gross gambling revenue, which 

LYNZY VALLES

THERE was a rise in April vi-
sitor arrivals of 5.3% month-

-to-month to 794,819, totaling 
2,533,247 tourist arrivals in the 
first four months of the year.

According to data from the 
Statistics and Census Service 
(DSEC), the figure was an upsur-
ge of 7,098.8% year-on-year, gi-
ven the fact that borders closed in 
March last year.

Overnight visitors and same-
-day visitors added up to 450,579 
and 344,240, respectively. 

The average length of stay of 
visitors shortened by 5.7 days 
year-on-year to 1.6 days, with that 
of overnight visitors (2.9 days) re-
ducing notably by 18.2 days, on 
account of the adjustments in 
pandemic prevention measures.

is the local government’s esti-
mate. Feng added that MGM 
has seen satisfactory revenue 
this year so far. It will continue 
with its efforts in marketing, es-
pecially in terms of emphasizing 
Macau as a safe city.

Following a difficult 2020, the 
company currently has no plans 
for dismissal, Feng revealed. He 
thinks broadening sources of 
income is as important as res-
training costs, so the resort has 
plans in the foreseeable future 
to attract more tourists.

With regards to the plan for 
pay rises this year, the executi-
ve said there is no current plan 
on the matter. AL

Currently, only visitors from 
the Greater China region are 
allowed to enter the SAR. There is 
no timeline yet for when the city’s 
borders will open to other touris-
ts and non-resident workers.

Broken down by source of visi-
tors, the number of mainland vi-
sitors rocketed by 6,861.3% year-
-on-year to 730,934, with 300,467 
of them travelling under the Indi-
vidual Visit Scheme. Visitors from 
the nine Pearl River Delta cities 
in the Greater Bay Area totalled 
383,623, of whom 47.3% came 
from Zhuhai. Meanwhile, there 
were 56,760 visitors from Hong 
Kong and 7,091 from Taiwan.

This year, the government has 
a target of six to 10 million tourist 
arrivals. 

Just recently, the Macao 
Government Tourism Office 

(MGTO) said it expects that the 
number of visitors coming into 
Macau will continue to grow 
steadily over the summer holi-
day period, expecting the city to 
reach 40,000 visitor arrivals on 
weekends. 

MGTO director Maria Helena 
de Senna Fernandes has said that 
the hospitality industry is confi-
dent about the summer vacation 
period, adding that the govern-
ment will continue to promote 
Macau as a destination in several 
cities on the mainland through 
the “Macao Week” events, as well 
as online promotions.

Recently, together with local 
hotel operators and companies, 
the government promoted the 
city in Jiangsu. A similar event is 
set to be hosted in Shanghai and 
Chongqing. 
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Security 
secretary 
admits Health 
Code hack 
investigation 
‘difficult’

While discussing the 
cyberattack on the Macau 
Health Code, Secretary 
for Security Wong Sio 
Chak admitted yesterday 
that the investigation 
is facing difficulties, 
as most attacks were 
conducted using foreign 
IP addresses. He added 
that although Interpol has 
channels to assist similar 
investigations, it is hard to 
ensure efficiency and that 
the foreign jurisdictions 
concerned may not be 
willing to help. Wong 
stressed that the Judiciary 
Police’s Cybersecurity 
Centre has been in 
contact with the Health 
Bureau to implement a 
multitude of preventive 
measures.

Professional 
Tax refund to 
commence this 
Friday

Professional Tax refunds 
concerning payments 
made in 2019 will 
commence this Friday, 
the Financial Services 
Bureau (DSF) announced 
yesterday. Taxpayers will 
be reimbursed 70% of 
their paid taxes, with a 
maximum amount set at 
MOP20,000. Those who 
have registered by April 9 
to received DSF payments 
via bank transfer will have 
their tax refunds banked 
this Friday. For other 
taxpayers, the refunds 
will arrive in the form of a 
crossed check that will be 
sent in batches.

Gov’t says 
third-round 
stimulus top-up 
going smoothly

The government 
announced that as of 
noon yesterday, more 
than 20,000 consumption 
cards have been topped 
up. The 170 top-up points 
across the city have 
been running smoothly 
so far. As for those who 
registered to use their 
mobile payment apps 
instead, 129,000 of them 
registered prior to May 
20, meaning that they 
will gradually receive 
their funds starting from 
yesterday. Meanwhile, the 
government has made 
videos to help familiarize 
users with the payment 
and balance enquiry 
process.

COVID-19

SSM director urges the population 
to ‘raise the guard’ once again

TDM rejects alteration to editorial guidelines 
LYNZY VALLES

PUBLIC broadcaster 
TDM has clarified that 

it will not alter its edito-
rial guidelines, which had 
earlier stirred public con-
troversy.

In a reply to lawmaker 
Sulu Sou, the TDM Exe-
cutive Committee con-
firmed that the editorial 
guidelines will remain 

unchanged.
As cited in reports, the 

committee guarantees 
the maintenance of jour-
nalistic independence at 
TDM.

In early April, the New 
Macau Association held 
a protest at TDM, aimed 
at expressing support for 
freedom of press in Ma-
cau, while criticizing re-
cently-issued editorial 

guidelines that, according 
to the group, interfere 
with journalists’ editorial 
independence.

The protest comes after 
TDM’s latest editorial gui-
delines, which stressed 
that news coverage shou-
ld promote patriotism, 
respect and love for the 
motherland and Macau.

The Macau Portugue-
se and English Press As-

sociation expressed its 
concerns about one of the 
guidelines, which details 
that TDM staff are not 
allowed to “relay informa-
tion or opinions contrary 
to the policies of the Cen-
tral Government of the 
PRC” and must support 
the measures adopted by 
the SAR.

Journalists from TDM’s 
English and Portuguese’s 

department were called 
to a meeting on March 10 
to be informed of the new 
guidelines from TDM’s 
executive board. The gui-
delines were forwarded to 
about 40 department em-
ployees. Journalists were 
allegedly informed that 
failure to comply with the 
rules established for the 
journalists would result in 
dismissal with just cause.

RENATO MARQUES

T
HE director of the Health 
Bureau (SSM), Dr. Alvis 
Lo, has urged the popula-
tion to return to high alert 

mode and “raise the guard once 
more” against Covid-19.

The appeal was made at the 
weekly press briefing from the 
Novel Coronavirus Response and 
Coordination Center yesterday and 
comes after the resurgence of new 
cases of the disease in several nei-
ghboring cities and regions.

“There was a surge of cases in 
the community in Guangzhou 
and Shenzhen, as well as a new 
outbreak in Taiwan. These include 
variants of the disease, so we need 
to have this capacity of being able 
to think of the hardship in relati-
vely peaceful times and complete 
the vaccination [process] as soon 
as possible,” 

Lo said, “I also urge the institu-
tions, entities, and all social sectors 
to strictly observe the measures 
against the epidemic. People feel 
that Macau is very safe and many 
of them have ‘lowered their guard’ 
which is dangerous.”

He alerted the population to 
the fact that the outbreaks that oc-
curred in the neighboring regions 
could also reach Macau and that 
everyone should be vigilant and 
prepare for preventative measures.

Lo noted that there were recently 
several events organized that inclu-
ded a high number of participants 
in which some regulations were 
not observed, such as the request 
that all participants undertake Nu-
cleic Acid Tests or be vaccinated.

The director of the SSM also said 
that the health authorities are also 
aware that there are several cases of 
breaches of the preventive measu-
res such as failures to take or taking 
inaccurate body temperature rea-
dings in public areas with a high 
density of people or the exemption 
of presentation of a valid green 

health code.
Lo noted, “Once a case is confir-

med in the community in Macau, 
this will cause a major disruption 
to the daily life of the population 
as well as surely affect the [current] 
convenience of the border crossing 
into the mainland,” he warned.

For the health authorities, the 
main concerns continue to be a 
“low rate of vaccinated people in 
the community, that does not en-
sure an immunity barrier,” he said, 
urging the population to get the 
vaccine “with urgency.”

Citing the latest figures, Lo no-
ted that the over 150,000 doses of 
the vaccine already distributed in 
Macau cover barely 13.3% of the 
population, a rate that is consi-
dered very low and is a limitation 
upon the government’s plan to 
ease restrictions.

“We are far from reaching an im-
munity barrier in the community, 
so I urge everyone to get vaccina-
ted as quickly as possible. The vac-
cination is an urgency and a need,” 
he remarked, noting that if there 
is an outbreak in Macau, there is 
not enough time to proceed with 
an emergency vaccination as the 
process and the period needed for 
the vaccine to have effectiveness is 
about six weeks.

VACCINATION OUTREACH 
A POSITIVE FACTOR

During the same press briefing, 
Tai Wa Hou, coordinator of the 
SSM’s Covid-19 Vaccination Ope-
ration, said that the vaccination 
outreach programs, namely those 
with the gaming concessionaires, 
are likely to have a very positive ef-
fect.

Tai noted that, for the time 
being, MGM Macau and Sands 
China will be the first operators to 
start vaccinations on-site, adding 
that in the case of MGM, the SSM 
hopes to vaccinate a total of 1,200 
staff members, while in the case of 
the Sands, the figure will grow to 
around 2,000.

The coordinator of the vaccina-

tion operation also advanced that 
after that, two other operators will 
follow, namely Melco and SJM. 
According to Tai, this operation 
needs to be done in a phased man-
ner as it requires many resources, 
complex logistics, and appropriate 
venues, confirming that the SSM 
has already negotiated with all the 
gaming operators and has already 
established a calendar for the vac-
cinations.

He also added that the outrea-
ch program within local univer-
sities would continue. A capacity 
expansion for the vaccination 
post of Kiang Wu Hospital is also 
ongoing, with the current capaci-
ty of 180 inoculations per day ex-
panding to 270.

A total of 1,450 Macau residents 
who are studying abroad have 
submitted requests to the Education 
and Youth Development Bureau 
(DSEDJ). The information was 
revealed by the representative of 
the DSEDJ to the Novel Coronavirus 
Response and Coordination Center 
press briefing yesterday, although 

no further information was provided 
regarding what authorities plan to do 
regarding these students.
The return to Macau of students 
currently pursuing education pro-
grams abroad has been one of the 
concerns resulting from the closure 
of Taiwan’s link in Macau’s connection 
to international flight destinations.

DSEDJ acknowledges requests from 
1,450 students to return to Macau

COVID-19

MGM debuts casino outreach 
Covid vaccination action
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LYNZY VALLES 

THE Macao Government Tourism Office 
(MGTO) is following up on the local re-

sident who passed away while on the Kailas 
Mountain Training Running Competition in 
Zhuhai.

The deceased man was reportedly found 
lifeless on the mountain early yesterday.

The family members of the resident have 
travelled to Zhuhai. 

“The MGTO paid close attention to the in-
cident, extended condolences to the family 
members, and kept in touch with the family 
members to provide appropriate assistance,” 
the bureau stated.

The tourism bureau received a request for 
assistance from a citizen who claimed that a 
Macau resident who participated in the Kai-
las Mountain Training Running Competition 
in Zhuhai on Sunday had lost contact with 
his peers. The resident said that he had con-
tacted the event organizer and the authori-
ties in the local area. 

The cause of death of the resident is still 
unknown.

On Sunday, 21 people running the moun-
tain ultramarathon died in northwestern 
China after hail, freezing rain and gale-force 
winds hit the high-altitude race. 

The participants were reportedly racing 
on an extremely narrow mountain path at an 
altitude reaching 2,000 to 3,000 meters. 

Local resident 
found lifeless 
during 
mountain run

Architecture exhibition in Italy 
showcases Macau’s urban life 
THE “17th International 

Architecture Exhibition, 
La Biennale di Venezia – Exhi-
bits from Macau, China” has 
launched in Venice, presen-
ting a picture of cross-border 
life in the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macau Greater Bay 
Area.

In response to the theme 
of the Biennale, “How will we 
live together?”, the exhibition 
team showcases four works 
in different styles under the 
theme “Connectivities: Living 
beyond the boundaries – Ma-
cao and the Greater Bay Area,” 
in a bid to give an overview of 
the future urban landscape of 
Macau.

The theme also aims to 
reflect on the “symbiosis and 
challenges arising from the 
in-depth integration of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Ma-
cau Greater Bay Area,” accor-
ding to a statement issued by 
the Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC).

The exhibition showcases 
the relationship between ar-
chitecture, land reclamations, 
collective memory and urban 
life.

This year marks the four-
th year that Macau architects 
have been organized to parti-
cipate in the exhibition.

The exhibition team com-
prises the curator, Carlos 
Marreiros, and young local 
architects Ho Ting Fong, Che 
Chi Hong, Lao Man Si and 
Chan Ka Tat. 

This edition of the Bien-
nale, originally scheduled for 
May last year, was postponed 

to this year due to the corona-
virus pandemic, with a total 
of 112 entries from 46 coun-
tries and regions, including 
Macau.

In order to comply with 
epidemic prevention and 
control efforts and deepen 
the public’s understanding of 
Macau’s architectural art, the 
works are presented at the 
Macau-China Pavilion in Ve-
nice through electronic me-

dia, and the physical works 
will be exhibited in the SAR 
later, for which the IC has not 
provided a specific date. 

Organized by the Macao 
Museum of Art and co-or-
ganized by the Architects 
Association of Macau, the 
“17th International Architec-
ture Exhibition, La Biennale 
di Venezia – Exhibits from 
Macau, China” will run from 
May 22 to November 21. LV
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THE Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) 

has summoned two 
drivers from Transmac 
and TCM following 
a video circulating 
on the internet that 
showed dangerous 
driving on the Friend-
ship Bridge. 

The authority said 
that it has pressed 
charges against the 
“relevant bus driver,” 
without indicating 
which driver.

After checking the 
video surveillance, it 
was confirmed that 
the incident occur-
red at about 4 p.m. 
on May 21. Two buses 
were driving along 
the Friendship Bridge 
towards Taipa. 

The bus driver, who 
was driving in the ri-
ght lane, admitted 
that he knew that the 
heavy-duty bus could 
not travel in the right 

RENATO MARQUES

AT the end of the first quar-
ter (Q1) of this year, the 

number of job vacancies in the 
financial sector decreased signi-
ficantly (-27.7%) year-on-year, 
a survey held by the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC) has 
found.

The number of total vacan-
cies available in the sector decli-
ned to 274, from which 229 were 
in the banking sector and 23 in 
the insurance sector.

According to the release from 
DSEC, more than 90% of the job 
vacancies available in the finan-
ce sector required knowledge of 
both Mandarin and English lan-
guages, whereas, in more than 
97% of the cases, such jobs also 
required a tertiary education 
degree.

At the end of March this year, 
the total number of full-time 
employees engaging in finan-
cial sector activities was 8,196, 
earning a monthly income of 
29,100 patacas on average (ex-
cluding bonuses).

DSEC noted that such a sum 
represented a decrease of 1.5% 
year-on-year.

lane and wanted to 
switch back to the left 
lane. 

The driver of the 
bus driving in the left 
lane said that, becau-
se he did not want to 
slow down suddenly, 
he did not immedia-
tely let the bus on the 
right overtake and en-
ter the lane. Since the 
bus driver on the right 
merged and almost 
collided with the bus 
on the left, his driving 

Accounting for such a de-
crease in the average salary 
were the employees of the 
banking sector (6,985), the ave-
rage earnings of whom fell by 
2.7% to 29,630 patacas, while 
Other Financial Intermediation 
workers (248) saw their earnin-
gs go up by as much as 13.2% 
year-on-year to 27,780 patacas. 

The insurance sector also 
presented an increase in the to-
tal number of employees (4.5% 
year-on-year) to a total of 668, 
while their average earnings 
edged up by 0.1% to 30,220 pa-
tacas.

Decreasing most significantly 

behavior was enou-
gh to pose a danger, 
and was suspected of 
violating Article 279 
of the Criminal Code 
“Dangerous Driving of 
Vehicles on the Road.”

The PSP has re-
ferred the case to the 
Public Prosecutions 
Office.

The driver of TCM 
was reportedly fired, 
while the driver Trans-
mac defended its dri-
ver. LV

was the percentage of full-time 
employees in activities auxiliary 
to financial intermediation, a 
sector which recorded a 15.7% 
drop year-on-year to 295, while 
their average earnings rose by 
8.2% to 15,180 patacas.

The survey covered the 
banking sector, other financial 
intermediation, insurance, and 
activities auxiliary to financial 
intermediation, including fi-
nancial institutions supervised 
by the Monetary Authority of 
Macao, but excluding insurance 
agents and brokers not directly 
employed by insurance com-
panies.

PSP summons drivers 
who posed danger on 
Friendship Bridge

Fewer job vacancies in financial 
sector in Q1, English and 
Mandarin languages crucial

CRIME

Man arrested for allegedly committing 
sexual assault in elevator
ANTHONY LAM

A 
nearly 40-year-old 
man from mainland 
China was recently 
apprehended on alle-

gations of committing sexual 
assault on a woman in a hotel 
elevator, the Public Security Po-
lice Force (PSP) announced yes-
terday.

The victim, a woman in her 
20s, is also from mainland China. 
She was on a trip to Macau with 
her husband.

During the elevator ride in 
the early morning of May 21 in 
a Cotai hotel, the two parties 
were, according to the PSP, ini-
tially standing apart. As the story 
unfolded, the woman felt a hand 
make contact with her bottom.

The couple immediately con-
fronted the man about what she 
believed had happened. As the 
door opened, the man walked 
away, after briefly denying the 
accusation. The couple did not 
accept his denial, so the three 
approached a police officer on 

an extra shift to report the case.
When questioned by the poli-

ce officer, the man continued in 
his assertion that it was a matter 
of misunderstanding. He said he 
only touched the woman’s bot-
tom by mistake.

To further investigate the case, 
the PSP requested surveillance 
camera footage from the hotel, 
from which they concluded that 
the statement from the victim 
was more aligned to the truth.

As a result, the police arrested 
the man and pressed a charge of 
sexual harassment against him. 
Meanwhile, the suspect was re-
ferred to the Public Prosecutions 
Office for further investigation.

CURRENCY EXCHANGE SCAM
The type of scam, which nor-

mally includes paying real mo-
ney in exchange for training mo-
ney or fake money, have become 
quite common in Macau.

A mainland Chinese man, 
who introduced himself as a 
businessman, came to Macau 
in the hopes of becoming the 

apprentice of a 36-year-old man, 
also from the mainland, to run 
an illegal currency exchange for 
a living.

According to the PJ, in March, 
the suspect pitched to the vic-
tim the illegal currency exchan-
ge business while the latter was 
gambling at a local casino. Both 
men exchanged contact details 
and maintained their commu-
nications. The victim told the 
suspect that he wanted to make 
the suspect his trainer, as he was 
attempting to learn illegal cur-
rency exchange skills.

On May 8, they had a mee-
ting in a Cotai hotel. The sus-
pect told the victim to transfer 
85,000 Chinese yuan to the for-
mer’s account. In order to justify 
the transfer, the suspect said the 
money was “for educational pur-
poses.”

After receiving the money, the 
suspect made up an excuse to 
leave the room and suspended 
contact with the victim. The next 
day, concerned that he might 
have been scammed, the victim 

reported the case to the police.
The PJ discovered that the 

suspect left Macau on May 9.
It was not until May 21, when 

the suspect re-entered Macau 

from mainland China, that he 
was apprehended by the PJ.

He admitted to the crime and 
to losing all the money at the 
gambling tables.
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World’s supply of chips is in danger unless Taiwan gets vaccines
ALAN CRAWFORD, DEBBY WU 
& IAIN MARLOW

B
ACK in February, as the 
world was beating a path 
to Taiwan’s door for help 
to tackle a shortage of se-

miconductors, the health minister 
got into a scrap with China over Co-
vid-19 vaccines.

Beijing, he suggested, had used 
political pressure to derail Taiwan’s 
plan to purchase five million do-
ses directly from Germany’s BioN-
Tech SE, rather than via a Chinese 
company which held the rights to 
develop and market the BioNTech-
-Pfizer Inc. vaccine across China, 
Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan. 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Hua Chunying retorted that Taipei 
“should stop hyping up political 
issues under the pretext of vaccine 
issues.”

Three months later, Taiwan is 
paying the price for a lack of vacci-
nes, with a surge in virus cases that 
threatens to trigger a lockdown. Ha-
ving successfully sidestepped the 
first Covid wave, the government 
now faces a health emergency 
— only about 1% of its population 
is vaccinated so far — with the po-
tential to disrupt the chip industry 
that dominates the local economy, 

and which is critical to an already-
-squeezed global supply.

That’s a link made by the head 
of Taiwan’s office in New York, who 
warned of “logistical problems” 
without access to more shots. Yet 
by shunning vaccines from China 
and warning of more chip shorta-
ges if it can’t source enough doses 
elsewhere, the government is giving 
even greater incentive to the wor-
ld’s biggest economies to make in-
vestments that may erode Taiwan’s 
competitive edge in semiconduc-
tors over the long term.

Taiwan’s predicament illustrates 
its strategic yet vulnerable position 
at the confluence of U.S.-China 
tensions. Separated by a 110 mile-
-wide strait, Taiwan is regarded as 
a province by Beijing and its con-
quest is President Xi Jinping’s key 
goal for historical and ideological 
reasons. The U.S. is an ally of Tai-
pei’s democratic government and a 
big buyer of its exports, dominated 
by chips produced by Taiwan Semi-
conductor Manufacturing Co.

The onset late last year of chip 
shortages that have hobbled in-
dustries from autos to computer 
gaming had looked to give Taipei 
global leverage. TSMC is the world’s 
leading provider of cutting-edge 
semiconductors and holds 56% of 

the so-called foundry business of 
manufacturing chips designed by 
customers including Apple Inc. and 
Qualcomm Inc.

But Taiwan has suffered a sud-
den reversal of fortunes. The pan-
demic comes just as a drought 
triggers power outages, stoking 
economic uncertainty and a slump 
in what was the world’s best perfor-
ming stock index in the four years 
to January.

What’s more, the very source of 
Taiwan’s recent geopolitical clout 
— its dominance of the market for 
cutting-edge chips — is under at-
tack as governments from the U.S. 
to Europe and Japan, alerted to the 
strategic nature of the semicon-
ductor supply chain, seek to spur 
production at home. China is pum-
ping billions into catching up after 
Washington imposed export con-
trols on U.S. chip technology.

“I think we’ve become too de-
pendent on Taiwan and Korea, 
that’s the point, we need a more 
balanced global supply chain,” Pat 
Gelsinger, chief executive officer 
of Silicon Valley’s Intel Corp., the 
world’s biggest chipmaker, said in 
an interview. The U.S. and Europe 
should act “more aggressively” to 
counter the “imbalance” of Asia’s 
lead in manufacturing semicon-

ductors that are mostly consumed 
in the west, he said.

Intel is a rival and plans to 
challenge TSMC at the cutting edge, 
but Gelsinger isn’t the only voice 
making for uncomfortable listening 
in Taiwan. Commerce Secretary 
Gina Raimondo said this month 
that while the Biden administration 

is working with Taipei and TSMC to 
address the chip shortage, it’s also 
looking to reduce U.S. dependence 
on Taiwan. TSMC is in the process 
of building a new fabrication facili-
ty in the U.S.

Some in Washington have sug-
gested that Taiwan is a backdoor to 
China by enabling tech transfers. 
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Yang Hengjun and his wife Yuan Xiaoliang (undated)

China to try Australian writer on espionage charges
AUSTRALIA said its ci-

tizen Yang Hengjun will 
be tried by a Chinese court 
on espionage charges on 
Thursday amid deteriora-
ting relations between the 
countries. 

Yang has been held since 
arriving in China in January 
2019 and has had no access 
to family and only limited 
contact with his legal re-
presentation, according to 
Australian Foreign Minister 
Marise Payne. 

“Despite repeated re-
quests by Australian offi-
cials, Chinese authorities 
have not provided any ex-

planation or evidence for 
the charges facing Dr Yang,” 
she said in a statement. 

As relations with China 
have nose-dived, Beijing 
has blocked Australian ex-
ports including beef, wine, 
coal, lobsters, wood and 
barley. However, Australia’s 
most lucrative export, iron 
ore, still has eager buyers 
among Chinese steel ma-
nufacturers.

Payne said Australian of-
ficials had been requested 
access to Yang in what has 
so far been a “closed and 
opaque process.” 

“As a basic standard of 

justice, access to the trial 
for observers should be a 
bare minimum to conform 
with international norms of 
transparency,” she said. 

A close family friend, 
Feng Chongyi, described 
the case against Yang as “fa-
bricated ... for political per-
secution and political pur-
poses and I have never had 
any illusion for a fair trial.” 

“Given Beijing’s determi-
nation to punish him and 
the current bad relations 
between Australia and Chi-
na, I am deeply concerned 
that Yang’s sentence will be 
harsh,” Feng said. MDT/AP

World’s supply of chips is in danger unless Taiwan gets vaccines

Republicans Michael McCaul and 
Tom Cotton have called on the ad-
ministration to engage with Taipei 
to do more to “mitigate the risk of 
Taiwanese companies providing 
services and technologies to enti-
ties of concern,” a reference to Chi-
nese state-backed companies with 
links to the military.

With the prospect of some $50 
billion in government funding to 
build out chip making in the U.S. 
and the promise of still more in 
Europe and South Korea, there are 
signs that Taiwan is starting to feel 
the heat.

The government is working to 
draft a new export control list tar-
geting technologies with military 
use, to tighten curbs on exports 
to China and raise the penalty for 
violations, according to a person 
familiar with the issue who asked 
not to be named discussing policy 
deliberations. 

That’s after Alchip Technolo-
gies Ltd’s stock took a beating in 

April when the Washington Post 
reported that it supplied chips to 
Phytium, a People’s Liberation Ar-
my-affiliated entity. Alchip said it 
has always been in compliance 
with government regulations and 
that Phytium projects were on hold.

Taipei has become more alert 
to the possibility of Chinese com-
panies ramping up efforts to recruit 
Taiwanese engineers. Last month 
the Cabinet met to discuss how to 
prevent the outflow of local talent, 
with the Ministry of Labor instruc-
ting local job-search websites to re-
move ads recruiting Taiwanese citi-
zens to work for China, particularly 
in the semiconductor industry.

Companies and headhun-
ters can be fined as much as 
NT$500,000 ($17,900) for adverti-
sing such jobs and NT$5 million 
for facilitating local engineers’ em-
ployment with Chinese companies 
on the mainland, ministry official 
Huang Chiao-ting said. Job search 
site 1111 said it has removed close 

to 3,000 job listings. Investigators 
have visited the local offices of four 
Chinese companies, including Bit-
main Technologies Ltd, within the 
last two months to look into alle-
gations they recruited engineers 
illegally.

“By more aggressively investi-
gating Chinese companies’ efforts 
to poach Taiwanese engineers, we 
hope we can help prevent potential 
trade secrets leaking to China shou-
ld local talent get hired away,” said 
Judy Chen, a spokeswoman for the 
Hsinchu District Prosecutors Offi-
ce. She declined to name the other 
companies probed.

Members of the ruling Demo-
cratic Progressive Party are consi-
dering amending the law to boost 
penalties for intellectual property 
theft. Lawmaker Chao Tien-lin is 
proposing life sentences for those 
found guilty of economic espiona-
ge, a crime not currently on the sta-
tute books in Taiwan.

“Taiwan needs to win trust from 
its partners and help prevent Chi-
na from building a supply chain 
from stolen technology,” Chao said 
in comments provided by his as-
sistant.

Whether it’s enough to allay con-
cerns in Washington may become 
clearer with the publication of Pre-
sident Joe Biden’s review of the se-
miconductor supply chain. The 100 
day review is due to conclude on 
June 4. What’s already known is that 
there is bipartisan support to build 
U.S. chip making, and Taiwan is in 
the cross hairs.

“Taiwan dominates semicon-
ductor manufacturing, and one 
company, Taiwan Semiconductor 
Manufacturing Company, virtually 
controls the market,” Senator John 
Cornyn, a Texas Republican who 
introduced the CHIPS for America 
Act to boost U.S. production, said 
on the Senate floor this month.

The sustainability of Taiwan’s in-
dustry has also come into question 
after it suffered power outages this 
month, focusing attention on en-
vironmental factors including wa-
ter shortages and uncertainty over 
future electricity supply for power-
-hungry chip plants.

Yesterday, shares in tech com-
panies such as smartphone maker 
Xiaomi Corp. and computer giant 
Lenovo Group Ltd. slid over con-
cerns that Taiwan’s Covid outbreak 
could further jeopardize semicon-
ductor supplies. 

Taiwan can potentially overco-
me the virus outbreak as well as 
the power and water shortages, 

showing its companies “can still sa-
tisfy global demand by manufactu-
ring mostly in Taiwan without any 
issue,” said Arisa Liu, a researcher 
at the Taiwan Institute of Economic 
Research.

In the short term that will re-
quire vaccines. On Saturday, the 
chairman of Shanghai Fosun Phar-
maceutical (Group) Co. Ltd., the 
Greater China distributor of the 
BioNTech-Pfizer vaccine, told Chi-
na’s state-run Xinhua News Agen-
cy that the company was willing 
“to use the vaccine to serve Taiwan 
compatriots.”

But it’s unclear if Taiwan would 
now accept a vaccine deal that goes 
through Fosun, making it more 
likely any shots will come from Eu-
rope or the U.S. According to Chu-
nhuei Chi, a former health-policy 
adviser in Taiwan who is now direc-
tor of the Center for Global Health 
at Oregon State University, “many 
politicians in Taiwan urged the 
Taiwanese government to use mi-
crochips as leverage” for vaccines.

While the government is reluc-
tant to use that leverage explicitly, 
he said, “if the U.S. is concerned 
about the supply of chips from 
TSMC, the U.S. would have incen-
tives to provide Taiwan with vacci-
nes to make sure production will 
not be disrupted by this outbreak.” 
MDT/BLOOMBERG
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President John F Kennedy has called for millions of 
dollars to fund a space programme to get the first 
man on the Moon by 1970.

In a speech to a joint session of Congress broad-
cast on TV and radio around the United States, he 
asked for an extra $1,700m (£600m) on the federal 
budget.

The largest proportion of this would be spent on 
researching and developing ways of getting an Ame-
rican on the Moon by the end of the decade.

“I believe that this nation should commit itself to 
achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of lan-
ding a man on the Moon and returning him safely to 
Earth,” he said.

He said $9,000m (£3,214m) would be needed over 
the next five years to fund space rockets and other 
projects need to get a man on the Moon. But the 
president added “this very urgent request” would 
not need to be funded by extra taxes provided the 
economy continued to grow and companies exerci-
sed wage and price restraint.

This was his last address to the country before his 
meeting with Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev. He is 
still basking in the glory of Russia’s latest achieve-
ments in space exploration - last month Yuri Gagarin 
became the first man in space.

Three weeks ago, when Alan Shepard became 
America’s first astronaut, President Kennedy said 
the country had to “work with the utmost speed and 
vigour” to develop its space programme.

Today, he demonstrated his total commitment to 
the project.

“If we were to go only half way or reduce our sights 
in the face of difficulty,” he said, “it would be better 
not to go at all.”

The administrator of Nasa, James Webb, was en-
couraged by the president’s speech and said the US 
and the USSR were on a level playing field in their 
ambitions to land a man on the Moon because as yet 
no Russian rockets were capable of such a mission.

Other Nasa officials told the Times newspaper that 
most of the funding would be used to research ways 
of reaching the Moon, surviving on it and returning 
safely to Earth.

Courtesy BBC News

1961 Kennedy pledges
   man on moon

In context

On 21 July 1969, right on schedule, Neil Armstrong be-
came the first man to set foot on the Moon, stepping onto 
the Moon’s surface in the Sea of Tranquillity at 0256 GMT.
He was joined by Buzz Aldrin 20 minutes later. The entire 
event was watched avidly by millions live on television 
across the world.
The Apollo 11 crew returned safely on 24 July and spent 
the next 21 days in quarantine at an American military base 
- a procedure dropped in subsequent missions since no 
alien organisms were found.
The Moon landing marked the pinnacle of the space race 
and American investment in the space programme de-
clined from then on.
The last three of the original 20 Apollo missions were 
cancelled, and the last lunar module, Apollo 17, landed in 
December 1972.
In January 2004 however, interest in missions to the Moon 
was rekindled when US President George Bush announced 
American astronauts would return to the Moon by 2020 as 
the launching point for journeys further into space.

this day in history

Samoa in crisis as 
elected leader locked 
out of Parliament
NICK PERRY, 
WELLINGTON

S
AMOA was plunged 
into a constitutional 
crisis yesterday when 
the woman who won 

an election last month was 
locked out of Parliament and 
the previous leader claimed 
he remained in charge.

The fast-moving events 
marked the latest twist in a 
bitter power struggle that 
has been playing out in the 
small Pacific nation sin-
ce it elected its first female 
leader. Not only is Samoa’s 
peace and stability at stake, 
but also its relationship with 
China.

Yesterday morning, Prime 
Minister-elect Fiame Naomi 
Mata’afa and her supporters 
showed up at parliament to 
form a new government, but 
were not allowed inside. 

She and her FAST Party 
later took oaths and appoin-
ted ministers in a ceremony 
held under a tent in front of 
the locked Parliament, ac-
tions that opponents said 
were illegal.

The nation’s Supreme 
Court had earlier ordered 
the Parliament to convene. 
And the constitution requi-
res that lawmakers meet wi-
thin 45 days of an election, 
with Monday marking the 
final day by that count.

But Tuilaepa Sailele Ma-
lielegaoi, who was prime 
minister for 22 years before 
his unexpected election loss, 
doesn’t appear ready to give 
up power. He was already 
one of the longest-serving 
leaders in the world.

Two powerful allies have 
been supporting Tuilaepa.

The nation’s head of sta-
te, Tuimalealiifano Va’aletoa 
Sualauvi II, wrote 
in a proclama-
tion last week 
that he was sus-
pending Parlia-
ment “for rea-
sons that I will 
make known in 
due course.” On 
Sunday, the Par-
liament’s speaker 
backed him.

After Fiame 
was locked out, 
Tuilaepa held a news confe-
rence proclaiming his gover-
nment remained in charge.

Samoan journalist Lagi-
poiva Cherelle Jackson trans-
lated the back-and-forth into 
English on Twitter.

At his news conference, 
Tuilaepa said: “There is only 
one government in Samoa, 
even if we are just the custo-
dian government. We remain 
in this role and operate busi-
ness as usual.”

Meanwhile, Fiame told 
her supporters: “There will 

be a time when we will meet 
again, inside that House. Let 
us leave it to the law.” 

After the FAST Party held 
its tent ceremony, Tuilaepa 
held a second news con-
ference to say that action 
would be taken against party 
members.

“This is treason, and the 
highest form of illegal con-
duct,” he said.

In New Zealand, Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern said 
that despite the volatile poli-
tical situation, there seemed 
to be relative calm among Sa-
moa’s people. 

Ardern said she strongly 
believes that both the elec-
tion outcome and the judi-
ciary’s decisions should be 
upheld, but stopped short of 
saying Tuilaepa should step 
aside.

Fiame’s election win was 
seen as a milestone not only 
for Samoa, which is conser-

vative and Christian, but also 
for the South Pacific, which 
has had few female leaders.

An advocate for women’s 
equality, Fiame, who was 
born in 1957, broke new 
ground during her campaign 
by going on the road and ro-
bustly criticizing the incum-
bent.

She has pledged to stop 
a $100 million port develo-
pment backed by Beijing, 
calling the project excessive 
for a nation that’s already 
heavily in debt to China, ac-
cording to news broadcaster 
RNZ. 

Fiame said she intends to 
maintain good relations with 
China but has more pressing 
needs to address, RNZ repor-
ted.

Last month’s election ini-
tially ended in a 25-25 tie 

between Fiame’s 
FAST Party and 
Tuilaepa’s HRP 
Party, with one 
independent can-
didate.

The indepen-
dent candida-
te chose to go 
with Fiame, but 
meanwhile, the 
electoral commis-
sioner appointed 
another HRP can-

didate, saying it was required 
to conform to gender quotas.

That made it 26-26.
The head of state then ste-

pped in to announce fresh 
elections to break the tie. 
Those elections in the nation 
of 200,000 were scheduled to 
be held last week.

But Fiame’s party appea-
led and the Supreme Court 
ruled against both the 
appointed candidate and the 
plans for the new elections, 
restoring the FAST Party to a 
26-25 majority. MDT/AP

PM-elect Fiame and 
her FAST Party took 
oaths and appointed 

ministers in a 
ceremony held under 
a tent in front of the 

locked Parliament
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Actress Sommer; 5- Addict; 9- Likewise; 13- Drops from the sky; 14- Form 

of oxygen; 15- Abound; 16- Work without ___; 17- Mob scenes; 18- Enthusiastic about; 
19- Thrifty; 21- Miss-named?; 22- Just okay; 23- So long!; 25- Some DVD players; 27- 
Filbert; 31- Expects confidently; 35- Nest eggs, briefly; 36- Langston Hughes poem; 38- 
Stiff bristles; 39- Wreath of flowers; 40- Dice game; 42- Modern art?; 43- Vive ___!; 46- 
Ferrara family; 47- Banned apple spray; 48- Sled; 50- Weariless; 52- Rich soil; 54- Burn the 
midnight oil, studying; 55- Demonstrate; 58- Multitude; 60- Fit for cultivation; 64- Shelter 
for honeybees; 65- Square one; 67- Christmas song; 68- River to the Caspian; 69- Buy 
alternative; 70- Pierce portrayer; 71- Dudley Do-Right’s love; 72- Formerly, formerly; 73- A 
type of bake;
 
DOWN: 1- Important times; 2- Actress Turner; 3- Capital of the Ukraine; 4- Leads on; 
5- Israeli submachine gun; 6- Before long; 7- Register as a participant; 8- Perform major 
surgery; 9- Under discussion; 10- Carson’s 
successor; 11- Tennis units; 12- Melville tale; 
14- Pertaining to compounds of carbon; 
20- Latin word meaning “nothing”; 24- 
Unconventional; 26- ___ longa, vita brevis; 27- 
Small mountains; 28- Staggering; 29- Congo, 
once; 30- Browned sliced bread; 32- Old; 33- 
Gogol’s “___ Bulba”; 34- Prophets; 37- Sight-
related; 41- Notched; 44- Drilling result; 45- 
Can ___ now?; 47- Annual reference book; 
49- Pain in the neck; 51- Auditory apparatus; 
53- Unit just above a yard; 55- Keep away from; 
56- Employ; 57- Track; 59- Small batteries; 61- 
Cotton seed pod; 62- Moon of Jupiter; 63- 
Jack of “Rio Lobo”; 66- Queue after Q;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Luna’s supportive connection 
with tuned-in Neptune and go-
getter Mars makes it an ideal day 
for taking action with healing 
conversations, therapeutic 
endeavors, or spiritual deep-dives.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Later on, the moon’s unsettling 
encounter with stifling Saturn 
and stagnation-breaking Uranus 
can highlight tensions between 
your need for personal freedom 
and the demands of  your career.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Today’s skies help you channel 
this visionary power towards 
work endeavors, as the focused 
Scorpio moon aligns with action-
taking Mars and imaginative 
Neptune.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
You need somewhere to 
direct your creative energy 
today, Cancer. Great ideas are 
brewing inside of  you - why 
not take action and bring them 
into life?

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Luna finds herself  in well-
supported connections with 
action-taking Mars and gentle 
Neptune, making it easier to 
process and make peace with 
emotional revelations.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You’ve got the power of  
charisma on your side today, 
Virgo. Use this sway to your 
advantage in any collaborative 
group efforts or interpersonal 
connections. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It’s an ideal day to devote energy 
towards pushing ahead with 
career ambitions and to share your 
concepts with a larger audience, 
as people are magnetized and 
inspired by your ideas.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Luna finds herself  in a supportive 
connection with driven Mars 
and visionary Neptune on her 
path, giving your creative self-
expression a magnetic sway over 
others.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
This can only take place if  you give 
yourself  ample space to go at your 
own pace. The introverted Scorpio 
moon demands you remain on a 
social hiatus, to replenish yourself  
through rest and restorative actions.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Luna’s supportive alignment with 
action-taking Mars and visionary 
Neptune makes it an ideal day 
for collaborative efforts in groups 
or having healing relationship 
conversations.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Luna spends the day in an 
uplifting alignment with self-
motivated Mars and dreamy 
Neptune, delivering a powerful 
wave of  charisma and creative 
self-expression to your personality.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Luna finds herself  uplifted by 
a supportive connection with 
motivated Mars and imaginative 
Neptune, helping you tap into 
inspiration from the ether and 
bring it to life. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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Genting woes lay bare Covid’s 
impact on travel and leisure
CATHY CHAN 
& KYUNGHEE PARK

MORE signs of strain are 
showing at the Genting 

group after its Hong Kong-listed 
cruise ship operator reported a 
record loss and warned about its 
ability to continue as a going con-
cern, while uncertainty surrou-
nded the conglomerate’s casino 
operations.

The woes of Malaysian tycoon 
Lim Kok Thay’s empire encapsu-
late the impact 16 months of Co-

vid-19 has had on the travel and 
leisure industries globally, with a 
slew of airlines, cruise operators 
and hotels reduced to operating at 
a fraction of pre-pandemic capa-
city, if at all. Many have collapsed.

Material uncertainties “may 
cast significant doubt about the 
Group’s ability to continue as a 
going concern,” Genting Hong 
Kong Ltd. said in a stock exchan-
ge statement Sunday, as it repor-
ted a net loss of $1.7 billion and 
net operating cash outflow of $629 
million for the year ended De-

cember. Genting Malaysia Bhd. 
then issued a statement yesterday 
on limiting operating hours at its 
casino, only to recall it and say it 
would issue a new one later.

Genting Hong Kong, whi-
ch halted all payments to credi-
tors last year, dropped as much 
as 4.4% to a three-month low in 
Hong Kong. Genting Malaysia fell 
as much as 2.6% before reboun-
ding to trade 1.1% higher in Kua-
la Lumpur. Genting Bhd. slid as 
much as 2.3%.

While travel within some coun-

tries is recovering as vaccination 
rollouts gather pace, a return to 
pre-pandemic levels could take 
years as the virus mutates and go-
vernments take different approa-
ches to opening borders. Genting 
Hong Kong said in the exchan-
ge filing that the group “is cau-
tiously optimistic that the cruise 
industry will return to normal-
cy towards 2023.”

Cruise giant Carnival Corp., 
which lost more than $10 billion 
last year, now plans to return three 
of its brands to service in the U.S. 

in July, with Alaska sailings depar-
ting from Seattle. Others in the 
travel industry, including dozens 
of airlines such as Thai Airways 
International Pcl and Latam Airli-
nes Group SA, have been pushed 
into restructuring or bankruptcy 
by the pandemic.

Current liabilities at Genting 
Hong Kong exceeded assets by 
$3.3 billion and borrowings with 
principal of $3.4 billion were in 
default as of the end of 2020.

The cruise business will add 
further pressure to the Genting 
group as a whole, said Angela 
Hanlee, an analyst at Bloomberg 
Intelligence. While casino gaming 
revenue in Macau and the wider 
Asian region should recover to 
50%-60% of pre-pandemic levels 
this year, there isn’t likely to be 
a rebound for cruises soon, she 
said.

Cracks were starting to show 
even before Genting Hong Kong 
said in August it was halting debt 
payments and asked creditors 
to form a steering committee to 
evaluate a planned restructuring 
proposal. The Genting group had 
to shut casinos and resorts arou-
nd the world as countries impo-
sed lockdowns to curb the spread 
of the virus.

Genting Hong Kong said earlier 
this month that its creditors and 
partners have given their formal 
written agreement for term sheets 
that outline arrangements for the 
company’s debt and recapitaliza-
tion plan. It remains “optimistic 
a holistic consensual solvent res-
tructuring proposal can be imple-
mented by the first half of 2021,” it 
said in the statement Sunday.

Covid has forced the company 
to temporarily suspend almost all 
of its cruise operations and stop 
or defer ship construction, accor-
ding to the statement.

“Further resumption of the crui-
se operations is dependent on the 
development of the Covid-19 pan-
demic, including the travel restric-
tion requirement of different coun-
tries,” it said. MDT/BLOOMBERG

CORPORATE BITS
Sands China leads delegation to Hengqin

Wynn recently partnered 
with the SAR government 
for the “Macao Week in Jian-
gsu” roadshow at Nanjing 
Confucius Temple. Located 
along Nanjing’s famous Pe-
destrian Street at the Con-
fucius Temple, the roadshow 

Sands China Ltd. recently led 
a diverse delegation of team 
members to Zhuhai, as part of 
the company’s ongoing pro-
fessionalism training initiatives 
in the Greater Bay Area.

The gaming operator or-
ganised the  “Professionalism 
Education for Sands China 

Wynn participates in recent Macao Week in Jiangsu
offerings through multiple 
online and offline channels 
which include living strea-
ming sessions, WeChat lu-
cky draws and promotions 
via online platforms such as 
Yizhibo and Ctrip. By show-
casing the best of Macau 
tourism and introducing an 
array of special offers, Wynn 
aimed to attract more Main-
land Chinese travelers to Ma-
cau in partnership with the 
Macau SAR Government. 

Wynn also participated in 
live broadcasts with Ctrip to 
present limited-time offers 
on accommodation and in-
troduce all of the luxurious 
accommodation and resort 
offerings at Wynn Macau and 
Wynn Palace. 

Cares Ambassadors, and 
contestants from the Macao 
Vocational Skills Competition, 
among other rank and file 
team members. The group of 
50 spent their day visiting the 
Hengqin New Area Planning 
Exhibition Hall and a brewery 
for local brewer Macau Beer 
Co., Ltd.

“Through professionalism 
education efforts like this visit, 
Sands China hopes to encou-
rage our team members to 
have a deeper understanding 
of the country, prepare for 
their own career planning, and 
better grasp the opportuni-
ties in the development of the 
Greater Bay Area,” said Wilfred 
Wong, president of Sands Chi-
na Ltd.

hosted number of activities 
including tourism and MICE 
seminars as well as business 
matching and networking 
sessions with the travel tra-
de.

During the event, Wynn 
promoted Macau’s tourism 

Team Members – Visit to 
Hengqin, Zhuhai in the Grea-
ter Bay Area”  to enhance 
team members’ awareness 
and understanding of regio-
nal cooperation.

Team members in the 
delegation included senior 
company executives, Sands 
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EURO 2020

Injured Ramos not included 
in Spain’s list for finals
TALES AZZONI, MADRID

S
ERGIO Ramos was left off 
Spain’s squad for the Euro-
pean Championship yes-
terday following a season 

plagued by injuries.
Spain coach Luis Enrique said 

Ramos’ lack of play recently made 
it difficult for the Real Madrid de-
fender to be included in the Euro 
2020 squad.

The 35-year-old Ramos missed 
most of the second half of the sea-
son after a series of muscle injures 
and a knee problem that required 
surgery.

“He will not be with us because 
he couldn’t compete during large 
parts of the season, he couldn’t 
even practice with his club,” Luis 
Enrique said. “It was tough. It was 
a complicated decision but it had 
to be made in benefit of the enti-
re group. I felt bad because he has 
always been a player who gave 
everything he had, he has always 
been very professional.”

Luis Enrique said he told Ra-
mos about his decision in a phone 

call on Sunday.
“I normally don’t make the-

se calls but I decided to do it in 
Ramos’ case because of what he 
means to the national team,” Luis 
Enrique said, adding that he told 
the player to be “more selfish” and 
make sure he fully recovers so he 
can come back fully fit to help his 
club and eventually return to the 
national team. 

Ramos would have had a chan-
ce to break the record for most 
appearances for a national team at 
Euro 2020. The veteran Spain cap-

tain already holds the European 
record with 180 appearances. 
The world record of 184 is held by 
Egypt player Ahmed Hassan.

Manchester City defender Ay-
meric Laporte, who played for 
France’s youth squads but was 
also eligible to play for Spain, was 
among those included in Luis En-
rique’s squad.

“His call-up has nothing to 
do with Ramos not being able 
to play,” Luis Enrique said about 
Laporte. “We considered him sin-
ce it became possible for him to be 

with us. He is a top player who can 
help us, with a lot of international 
experience with his club.”

Also in the squad are forwards 
Adama Traoré and Álvaro Morata, 
youngsters Ferran Torres, Pedri 
González and Eric García, and ve-
terans Sergio Busquets, Jordi Alba 
and César Azpilicueta. 

Among those missing out were 
Jesús Navas, Nacho Fernández, 
Sergio Canales, Kepa Arrizabalaga 
and Inigo Martínez, who annou-

nced on Monday he didn’t feel 
ready to be with the national team 
during Euro 2020. 

There were no Real Madrid 
players on the list. The club fi-
nished the season without a title 
for the first time in more than a 
decade.

Luis Enrique said he didn’t pick 
a full complement of 26 players 
because he felt the 24 that he 
included would meet all of the 
team’s needs.

Spain will play in Group E along 
with Sweden, Poland and Slo-
vakia. All of its games will be in the 
Spanish city of Seville, beginning 
on June 14 against Sweden. Its two 
warm-up matches will be against 
Portugal on June 4 and against Li-
thuania on June 8.

The Spanish players will report 
to training on May 31.

GOALKEEPERS: Unai Simón 
(Athletic Bilbao), David De Gea 
(Manchester United), Robert Sán-
chez (Brigthon)
DEFENDERS: Jordi Alba (Barce-
lona), José Gaya (Valencia), Pau 
Torres (Villarreal), Aymeric Laporte 
(Manchester City), Eric García 
(Manchester City), Diego Llorente 
(Leeds United), César Azpilicueta 
(Chelsea), Marcos Llorente (Atléti-
co Madrid)
MIDFIELDERS: Sergio Busquets 

(Barcelona), Rodri Hernández 
(Manchester City), Pedri González 
(Barcelona), Fabián Ruiz (Napoli), 
Thiago Alcántara (Bayern Mu-
nich), Koke Resurrección (Atlético 
Madrid)
FOWARDS: Dani Olmo (Leipzig), 
Mikel Oyarzabal (Real Sociedad), 
Álvaro Morata (Juventus), Gerard 
Moreno (Villarreal), Ferran Torres 
(Manchester City), Adama Traoré 
(Wolverhampton), Pablo Sarabia 
(Paris Saint-Germain)

Spanish squad
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Blinken off to Mideast to push peace 
talks after Gaza truce

Secretary of State Antony Blinken is heading to the Middle East 
to press the Israelis, Palestinians and regional players to build 
on last week’s Gaza cease-fire by laying the groundwork for an 
eventual resumption in long-stalled peace talks.

President Joe Biden announced Blinken would depart today 
(Macau time) for a short visit to Israel, the West Bank, Jordan and 
Egypt for what will be the Biden administration’s highest-level 
in-person meetings on the crisis that erupted earlier this month.

In a statement, Biden said Blinken will also work with regional 

partners to ensure “the coordinated international effort to ensu-
re immediate assistance reaches Gaza.”

The administration had been roundly criticized for its percei-
ved hands-off initial response to the deadly violence, including 
from Democratic allies in Congress who were demanding it take 
a tougher line on Israel and its response to rocket attacks from 
Palestinian militant groups in Gaza.

Blinken said yesterday that the behind-the-scenes effort led by 
Biden paid off, securing a truce after 11 days.

OPINION
World Views
Anjani Trivedi, MDT/Bloomberg

New Zealand Children’s 
advocate Cindy Kiro said 
yesterday she hopes 
to inspire Maori girls 
after becoming the 
first Indigenous woman 
appointed to the role 
of governor-general. 
Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern announced she 
had picked Kiro for the 
largely ceremonial role 
as Queen Elizabeth II’s 
representative, and that 
the queen had approved. 

Jerusalem An Israeli 
soldier and a civilian were 
stabbed near a light rail 
station in east Jerusalem 
yesterday before the 
assailant was shot and 
killed by police, who 
described it as a terrorist 
attack. The attack came in 
the the tense aftermath 
of an 11-day war between 
Israel and Gaza’s militant 
Hamas rulers that was 
triggered by protests and 
clashes in Jerusalem.

Serbia Several people 
have been injured and 
more than 100 Red 
Star Belgrade fans were 
arrested after violent 
clashes during boisterous 
celebrations of the club’s 
Serbian national league 
soccer title. The fans 
first set off fireworks 
from the bridges and 
banks of the Sava River in 
downtown Belgrade and 
then went on a rampage 
through a Belgrade district 
where several popular 
restaurants are located.

Congo Torrents of lava 
poured into villages after 
dark in eastern Congo 
with little warning, leaving 
at least 15 people dead 
amid the chaos and 
destroying more than 
500 homes, officials 
and survivors said. 
The eruption of Mount 
Nyiragongo sent about 
5,000 people fleeing from 
the city of Goma across 
the nearby border into 
Rwanda, while another 
25,000 others sought 
refuge to the northwest 
in Sake, the U.N. children’s 
agency said.
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Cars are about to get a 
lot more expensive

Cars are about to get a lot more expensive. 
Manufacturers and drivers should brace them-
selves.

The price of everything that goes into a vehi-
cle is going up. Raw materials — from the steel 
used for bodies, gear parts and frames to the 
plastic that winds up in bumpers and doors 
trims — account for a big portion of manufac-
turing costs. These are only growing. Add to 
that labor, logistics, the pressure to invest in 
new technologies and creeping inflation, and 
carmakers are seeing a very different landsca-
pe from the relatively profit-friendly market 
they have enjoyed over the past few months.

Part of what has been helping the auto in-
dustry is its scaled-back production. Despite 
all the complaining about shortages of various 
parts, including chips, carmakers have kept 
their shareholders happy. They’ve been smart 
and uncharacteristically nimble about levera-
ging broader economic imbalances. Despite 
plant shutdowns, manufacturers across the 
globe posted blowout results in the first quar-
ter. They›ve made fewer, arguably better, vehi-
cles and have pushed margins higher.

But when carmakers start consistently talking 
about lower production, it should be a wor-
rying sign. In the latest set of results, auto gian-
ts including the world’s largest, Toyota Motor 
Corp. and Ford Motor Co., said they will pro-
duce far fewer vehicles this year because of a 
worsening chip shortage. The shortfall alone 
is expected to result in almost 4 million fewer 
units, or 5% of estimated annual sales this year.

For automakers, this dynamic — of rising 
expenses and falling volumes — can become 
problematic all too quickly. That’s because the 
car industry has high fixed costs to begin with. 
Firms need to make a certain amount to break 
even. If production starts dropping quickly, 
then the cost pressure builds even faster and 
affects earnings disproportionately.

Consider a car manufacturer with $100 billion 
in sales. A 10% decline in sales volume would 
push earnings before interest and tax down by 
40%, the Boston Consulting Group has estima-
ted. That’s an optimistic scenario — and this 
analysis assumed the company could elimina-
te all variable costs such as raw materials and 
labor. In the current situation, that’s not quite 
possible.

No doubt, carmakers could digest the rising 
cost of production a bit longer by reducing 
incentives and discounts they’ve used to lure 
buyers. But that’s already been happening in 
the world’s largest auto markets, the U.S. and 
China, and you can’t trim back enticements 
forever. 

Companies have few options to offset cree-
ping manufacturing expenses. With prices 
already high, consumers aren’t going to be 
as liberal with their wallets. So far, they have 
been willing to accept a 12% premium, or 
around $5,000 over the sticker price, according 
to Kelley Blue Book and Cox Automotive. But a 
U.S. vehicle affordability index has started ti-
cking down, signaling people are beginning to 
think twice before splashing out. Almost 40% 
of those who were going to buy cars have now 
put off their purchases. 

If sales start slowing as prices tick up further, 
automakers risk not being able to make the 
margins they have raked in over the past few 
months. However, if they don’t raise prices and 
production volume continues to go lower, they 
end up in the same place. Consumers could be 
forced to choose between an expensive ride or 
none at all. Even used car prices are surging. 
Those are in short supply, too.

The auto industry has some introspection to 
do. Short-term fixes won’t cut it, especially as 
the road ahead looks rough.

LIUDAS DAPKUS, VILNIUS

A prominent opponent of 
Belarus’ authoritarian 

president was arrested after 
the airliner in which he was 
traveling was diverted to the 
country after a bomb threat, 
in what the opposition and 
Western officials denounced 
as a hijacking operation by 
the government.

Raman Pratasevich, who 
faces charges that could 
bring 15 years in prison, was 
aboard the Ryanair flight 
from Athens, Greece, to the 
Lithuanian capital of Vilnius 
when it changed course to 
head for Minsk.

“I saw this Belarusian guy 
with girlfriend sitting right 
behind us. He freaked out 
when the pilot said the pla-
ne is diverted to Minsk. He 
said there’s death penalty 
awaiting him there,” passen-
ger Marius Rutkauskas said 
after the plane arrived in Vil-
nius following several hours 
in the Belarusian capital.

“We sat for an hour after 
the landing. Then they star-
ted releasing passengers and 
took those two. We did not 
see them again” Rutkauskas 
said.

Flight tracker sites indi-
cated the plane was about 
10 kilometers from the Li-
thuanian border when it was 
diverted. There were conflic-
ting accounts of the move. 

The press service of Bela-
rusian President Alexander 
Lukashenko said the presi-
dent himself ordered that a 
MiG-29 fighter jet accom-
pany the airliner after he 
was informed of the bomb 
threat. Deputy air force 
commander Andrei Gurt-
sevich said the plane’s crew 
made the decision to land in 
Minsk.

But Ryanair said in a sta-
tement that Belarusian air 
traffic control instructed the 
plane to divert to the capital. 

Lithuanian President 
Gitanas Nauseda called 
the incident a “state-spon-
sored terror act.” He said 
that the European Council 
would discuss the case to-
day (Macau time) and that 
he would propose banning 
Belarusian planes from Eu-

ropean Union airports and 
“serious sanctions” against 
Lukashenko’s government.

“Belarusian airspace is 
completely unsafe for any 
commercial flight, and it 
should be deemed this not 
only by the EU but by the in-
ternational community. Be-
cause now, this instrument 
could be used for any plane 
crossing Belarusian airspa-
ce,” said Lithuania’s foreign 
minister, Gabrielius Lands-
bergis.

Pratasevich is a co-fou-
nder of the Telegram mes-
saging app’s Nexta chan-
nel, which Belarus last year 
declared as extremist after 
it was used to help organi-
ze major protests against 
Lukashenko. The protests 
have dwindled in recent 
months, but Belarus autho-
rities are continuing to cra-
ck down on opposition with 
arrests.

The Belarus presidential 
press service said the bomb 
threat was received while 
the plane was over Belaru-
sian territory. Officials later 
said no explosives were fou-
nd on board. 

Passengers were taken 
off the plane in Minsk. After 
the plane arrived in Vilnius, 
Defense Minister Arvydas 
Anusauskas said Pratasevi-
ch’s girlfriend and four other 
people did not reboard. 

Exiled opposition leader 
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya 
called on the International 
Civil Aviation Organization 
to begin an investigation.

“It is absolutely obvious 
that this is an operation by 
the special services to hijack 

an aircraft in order to detain 
activist and blogger Raman 
Pratasevich,” she said in 
a statement. “Not a single 
person who flies over Bela-
rus can be sure of his safety.”

The ICAO later said it “is 
strongly concerned by the 
apparent forced landing.” 

Belarusian authorities 
said there were 123 pas-
sengers on the plane. But 
Landsbergis, the Lithuanian 
foreign minister, said there 
were 171.

Western countries also 
expressed alarm.

Belarus “showed again 
its contempt for interna-
tional community and its 
citizens,” U.S. Ambassador 
Julie Fisher said, calling 
the event “dangerous and 
abhorrent.”

European Commission 
President Ursula von der 
Leyen tweeted: “It is utter-
ly unacceptable to force @
Ryanair flight from Athens 
to Vilnius to land in Minsk.”

German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas said that “such 
an act cannot be left without 
definite consequences from 
the side of the European 
Union” and called for Prata-
sevich to be released.

U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken called the 
incident “shocking” and 
accused Lukashenka’s go-
vernment of endangering 
the lives of those aboard 
the aircraft, some of them 
Americans. He called for 
the release of Pratasevich 
and for the Council of the 
International Civil Aviation 
Organization to review the 
incident. MDT/AP

Belarus opposition 
figure detained when 
flight diverted
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Women one of them wearing an old Belarusian national flag hold 
posters reading “I’m/we’re Raman Pratasevich” in Vilnius 


