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FULL TIME EMPLOYEES WORKING IN 
HOTELS PLUNGED 16% YEAR-ON-YEAR, 
WHILE RESIDENTS’ AVERAGE EARNINGS 

STOOD AT MOP18,360

MAN SUSPECTED OF REPEAT SEX OFFENCES HAS 
BEEN ORDERED BY THE COURT TO BE TAKEN 
INTO PREVENTIVE CUSTODY ACCORDING TO 

THE PUBLIC PROSECUTIONS OFFICE  P2 P3 P2
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North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un has vowed an 
“uncompromising struggle” 
against anti-socialist 
elements at home, state 
media reported yesterday, 
as he tries to fortify his 
power amid pandemic-
related difficulties and U.S.-
led economic sanctions. The 
comments by Kim, the third 
member of his family to rule 
the impoverished nuclear-
armed country, come as 
doubts increase about both 
North Korea’s economy 
and whether it will engage in 
serious disarmament talks 
with Washington. 

Indonesia  A court 
sentenced a politically 
influential firebrand cleric 
to eight months in prison 
yesterday for violating 
health protocols by holding 
gatherings attended by 
thousands of supporters 
during the coronavirus 
outbreak. The panel of 
three judges at East Jakarta 
District Court, which was 
under heavy police and 
military guard, ruled that 
Rizieq Shihab had breached 
pandemic restrictions with 
events commemorating 
Prophet Muhammad’s 
birthday and the wedding of 
his daughter. 

Sri Lanka European 
firefighters and salvage 
experts have joined Sri 
Lankan crews battling a 
seven-day fire on board 
a container ship carrying 
chemicals, officials said 
yesterday. The fire on board 
the MV X-Press Pearl, which 
is anchored off Sri Lanka’s 
capital Colombo, has spread 
to the quarterdeck where 
the ship’s bridge is located, 
and a large number of 
containers have tumbled 
into the sea. 
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Secretary for Economy  
Lei Wai Nong was grilled 
for failing to guarantee 
local residents’ priority 
access to jobs, resolve 

unpaid wages and the lack 
of transparency in Macau’s 

layoff situation 
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Suspect of sex 
offence against 
minor put 
in custody

First freight-
train service 
launched 
between 
GBA, ASEAN

A man suspected of repeat sex offences has 
been ordered by the court to be taken into 

preventive custody in the wake of “vile details 
and the fact that [the suspect] has been invol-
ved in a previous, similar crime,” the Public 
Prosecutions Office (MP) revealed in a state-
ment.

The pronouncement of the preventive mea-
sure was made by the Court of Criminal Proce-
dure, a pre-trail level court in Macau.

It was previously revealed that the suspect, 
a 25-year-old local resident who reportedly 
works in the delivery industry, was convicted 
and imprisoned with probation in 2012 for 
committing a sex offence on an individual un-
der the age of consent, which is 14 in Macau.

Meanwhile, on May 19 this year, the man 
met with the underage victim whom he had 
known for three days. Afterwards, he brought 
the girl to his old residence where he reportedly 
raped her.

According to the Penal Code, an individual 
who commits sexual assault against an undera-
ge person is punishable by an imprisonment of 
between three and 10 years. The MP added that 
the similar crime on the man’s criminal record 
will be taken into account when a court evalua-
tes his sentence, should he be found guilty. AL

THE Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Grea-
ter Bay Area launched its first freight-train 

route travelling to ASEAN countries early this 
week.

A freight train loaded with goods worth 
about USD94,400 departed from Guangzhou, 
capital of south China’s Guangdong Province, 
on Tuesday. The train will take about four days 
to reach its destination, the Vietnamese capital 
Hanoi.

Sinotrans Ltd., one of the route’s operators, 
regards the international freight-train service 
as an important channel in the smooth opera-
tion of the global supply chain during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. In 2020 alone, the company 
conducted 1,580 freight-train trips, carrying 
157,000 twenty-foot equivalent units (TEU) of 
goods, with cargo volume up 23%, according to 
Sinotrans.

As the first freight route between the two re-
gions, the new service is also expected to boost 
the development of countries and regions 
along the Belt and Road, the company said.  
MDT/XINHUA

New photography association 
hopes to bridge Chinese-
Portuguese communities

Hotel staff numbers down 16% y-o-y
LYNZY VALLES

AT the end of the first 
quarter of 2021, there 

were 49,685 full-time em-
ployees working in Hotels, 
down 15.9% year-on-year, as 
cited in a survey conducted 
by the Statistics and Census 
Service.

The average earnings 
(excluding bonuses) of full-
-time employees in March, 
meanwhile, rose by 1.0% 
year-on-year to MOP18,360.

Due to the pandemic, the 
average earnings of full-time 
employees in March last year 
were notably dragged down, 
as more employees were on 
unpaid leave in some indus-
tries. Due to the low base of 
comparison, average earnin-
gs in March this year gene-
rally increased.

ANTHONY LAM

A new photography asso-
ciation that was inau-

gurated yesterday with 18 
ethnic Portuguese founding 
members aims to include 
photographers of different 
ages, ethnicities and natio-
nalities.

Several founding mem-
bers of the association who 
were present at the inau-
guration ceremony yester-
day held at the Portuguese 
Bookshop voiced agreement 
with this stated aim. They 
found interactions between 
Portuguese and Chinese 
photographers in Macau to 
be scarce.

Nuno Veloso, founding 
member of the association, 
admitted that he did not 
know any of the existing 
Chinese-speaking photogra-
phy associations in Macau 
until he was preparing for 
the inauguration of the as-
sociation. “Eventually I be-
came aware that there were 
a huge number of them,” Ve-

Last year, a few gaming 
operators admitted to redu-
cing its staff numbers by not 
renewing their employment 
contracts.

This past quarter, Restau-
rants were staffing 23,914 
full-time employees, a de-
crease of 3.9% year-on-year; 
their average earnings rose 
by 17.4% to MOP9,600.

Manufacturing had 8,537 
full-time employees, down by 

loso told the Times.
He added that Macau has 

a rich culture comprising di-
fferent ethnicities. “We want 
the East; we want the West,” 
he explained.

Another present founding 
member, André Ritchie, said 
that the association is not 
solely about level of skill, but 

6.0% year-on-year; average 
earnings in March increased 
by 9.9% to MOP11,830.

In the Electricity, Gas & 
Water Supply sector, the 
number of full-time em-
ployees edged up by 0.5% 
year-on-year to 1,101, with 
their average earnings rising 
by 4.5% to MOP32,630.

At the end of the first quar-
ter, job vacancies in Restau-
rants (1,108) and Hotels (626) 

also enthusiasm for photo-
graphy. He said that the as-
sociation is open to co-orga-
nizing activities with other 
associations.

António Mil-Homens, 
founding member of the as-
sociation, said when ques-
tioned what Macau photo-
graphy is missing: “The con-

decreased by 198 and 360 
respectively year-on-year, 
while those in Manufacturing 
(536) increased by 293. 83.1% 
and 50.8% of the vacancies in 
Hotels required knowledge of 
Mandarin and English res-
pectively.

The job vacancy rate 
(1.2%) of Hotels dropped by 
0.4 percentage points year-
-on-year in the first quarter, 
whereas the employee re-
cruitment rate (2.4%) rose by 
1.2 percentage points. 

Both the local unem-
ployment and underem-
ployment rates have risen 
during the first quarter (Q1) 
of this year, registering a 
growth of 0.2% quarter-to-
-quarter, reaching now 4%. 
The labor force living in Ma-
cau totaled 396,600 with a 
participation rate of 69.9%.

nection that the association 
is aiming to make.” 

He said that he has Chi-
nese photographer friends 
who greeted one another 
each time they met, but 
he admitted that the rela-
tionships seemed superfi-
cial. He hopes the associa-
tion will be able to change 
this situation and mix pho-
tographers from all quarters. 

Beside the inauguration 
ceremony was a photo exhi-
bition showing works of the 
founding members. The 
exhibition will be on display 
until June 12.

Halftone is a non-profit 
cultural association, head-
quartered in the Macau SAR, 
which aims to promote con-
temporary photography in 
all its aspects. 

It calls itself an inclusi-
ve and comprehensive as-
sociation open to all those 
interested in photography 
as an artistic and/or docu-
mentary expression, regar-
dless of their experience or 
approach. 

Photography by David Antunes



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 28.05.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

MACAU澳門

page 3

 ad

XI
N

H
UA

April hotel 
occupancy rate 
stood at 58%
LYNZY VALLES

THE average occupan-
cy rate of guest rooms 

surged by 45.9 percen-
tage points year-on-year 
to 58.5%, with the rate 
of 3-star hotels stood at 
68.5%, according to data 
from the the Statistics and 
Census Service (DSEC).

The number of gues-
ts checked into hotels 
& guesthouses leapt by 
550.3% year-on-year to 
694,000 in April, with 
mainland guests (603,000) 
and local guests (61,000) 
increasing by 761.2% and 
149.3% respectively.

The massive surge was 
due to the fact that last 
year, amid the pandemic 
outbreak, borders were 
closed and the central go-
vernment suspended the 
issuance of tourist visas 
for Chinese travelers to 
Macau.

In April, the number 
of guests staying in hotels 
& guesthouses increased 
by 36.1% year-on-year to 

2,148,000, whereas their 
average length of stay held 
stable at 1.7 nights.

From April 9 to 15, the 
city’s occupancy rate ave-
raged around 61.0%, up 
12.7% from 48.3% at the 
Spring Festival Golden 
Week.

The average occupan-
cy rate of guest rooms in 
the first four months of 
2021 was 48.4%, up by 
13.8 percentage points 
year-on-year.

There were no inbou-
nd package tour visitors 
in April and the num-
ber of visitors joining 
local tours added up to 
11,000. Outbound resi-
dents using the services 
of travel agencies totalled 
20,000, and 98.5% went 
to mainland China. In the 
first four months of 2021, 
visitors joining local tou-
rs soared by 81.8% year-
-on-year to 17,000, whe-
reas outbound residents 
using the services of tra-
vel agencies declined by 
49.9% to 44,000. 

Amended electoral system an 
‘institutional achievement’: 
PRC spokesperson
LYNZY VALLES

A 
Chinese cen-
tral government 
s p o k e s p e r s o n 
yesterday com-

mended the passage of a 
bill by the Legislative Cou-
ncil of the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region 
(HKSAR) to improve Hong 
Kong’s electoral system.

The spokesperson for the 
Hong Kong and Macau Af-
fairs Office of the State Cou-
ncil said the endorsement 
of “Improving Electoral Sys-
tem (Consolidated Amend-
ments) Bill 2021” - which 
contains amendments to lo-
cal electoral laws - marks the 
completion of the local le-
gislative work improving the 
HKSAR’s electoral system.

As cited in a Xinhua re-
port, the spokesperson said 
that it is another institu-

tional achievement in en-
suring law-based governan-
ce in Hong Kong and will 
open a new chapter of good 
governance.

Hong Kong Chief Execu-
tive Carrie Lam hailed the 
passage of the bill as a land-
mark occasion for ensuring 
“patriots administering 
Hong Kong” in accordance 
with “One country, two sys-
tems”.

The bill will be published 
in the gazette and come into 
effect on May 31.

Wang Chen, Vice-Chair-
man of the National People’s 
Congress (NPC) Standing 
Committee, announced the 
shake-up of the city’s electo-
ral framework on March 5 at 
the opening meeting of the 
13th NPC.

During the last day of the 
Two Sessions, the nine-ar-
ticle resolution was ratified 
by an almost-unanimous 
vote — with 2,895 votes in 
favor, zero votes against, 
and one abstention.

This move is designed 

to ensure the HKSAR is ad-
ministered only by “people 
who love the country and 
love Hong Kong.”

In a response to the 
move, Chief Executive Ho 
Iat Seng affirmed his com-
mitment to fully support 
the central government’s la-
test proposal to enhance the 
neighboring region’s electo-
ral system for its “prosperity 
and stability.”

Also in March, Ho em-
phasised the determination 
of the SAR government to 
adhere to the fundamental 
principle of “patriots gover-
ning Macau.”

He also stated that the 
upcoming Legislative As-
sembly elections in Macau, 
set for September 12, must 
be held in line with the poli-
tical principle and standard 
of maintaining patriots to 
the core.
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Eight 
nomination 
lists received 
so far

The Legislative Assembly 
Electoral Affairs 
Commission announced 
that it has so far received 
eight nomination lists for 
the September 12 Election, 
of which three have been 
verified and confirmed. 
For the time being, no 
repeat nominations have 
been found. Voters can 
check or update their 
registered details online 
or in-person. Meanwhile, 
the commission also 
announced that one 
campaign venue would 
be removed and two 
relocated. The Carmo 
Market and the Largo 
Maia de Magalhães 
venues will be relocated 
to Ocean Garden coastal 
promenade and Seac Pai 
Van Subsidized Housing, 
respectively.

Guangdong 
Health Code 
malfunctioned 
yesterday

The Public Security Police 
Force (PSP) announced 
yesterday that the 
conversion between Macau 
and Guangdong Health 
Codes saw malfunctions 
that same day. The PSP 
was in constant contact 
with the Health Bureau 
regarding the situation. 
The PSP has also deployed 
more officers to maintain 
order at local borders 
and maintained regular 
communications with the 
authorities in Zhuhai to 
ensure undisrupted flow 
at border checkpoints. 
The Macau Health Code 
prevailed briefly as a 
contingency.

HK goods 
reportedly 
taken Macau 
detour before 
export

Some local manufacturers 
have said that due to 
various restrictions levied 
at Hong Kong - such as the 
U.S. requiring Hong Kong 
goods to be labelled “Made 
in China” - some exports 
have taken a detour 
through Macau. They also 
revealed that since two 
years ago, certain Hong 
Kong manufacturers have 
returned or relocated to 
Macau to enjoy lower tax 
when exporting to the US. 
In terms of import, it was 
revealed that goods from 
Taiwan are still popular 
and retain stable rate of 
import.

Lawmakers grill economy 
chief on lack of ‘safety net’ for 
residents’ salaries, employment
RENATO MARQUES

A group of lawmakers grilled 
the Secretary for Economy 

and Finance, Lei Wai Nong, with 
questions and concerns regarding 
the lack of regulations and rule en-
forcement to guarantee that local 
residents continue to get priority 
access to jobs, and to the payment 
of their salaries.

The topic was the highlight of 
yesterday’s plenary session at the 
Legislative Assembly (AL) where 
Lei met lawmakers’ inquiries.

From the start, lawmaker Ella 
Lei kicked off the inquiry by calling 
for the installment of a compen-
sation regime for the suspended 
workers. She did so given the re-
cent spate of many known cases 
of workers laid off, or in precarious 
circumstances with reduced or 
suspended income.

In reply, the Secretary echoed 
his previous responses to ques-
tions from lawmakers on the ma-
tter. He restated the difference be-
tween unpaid leave and situations 
in which salaries are reduced or 
even unpaid.

As stated on previous occa-
sions, Lei remarked that unpaid 
leave and layoffs are dependent on 
mutual agreements between em-
ployers and their employees, hin-
ting that the government cannot 
interfere with such arrangements 
and agreements without brea-
ching labor law provisions.

According to the Secretary, this 
year the Labour Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL) has only recorded 427 ca-
ses of labor conflict between em-
ployers and their employees, invol-
ving a total of 686 people.

These numbers were very dif-
ferent from those that lawmakers, 
namely Ella Lei and Leong Sun 
Iok, presented. They noted tens-
-of-thousands of employees that 
see their survival and of their fami-

lies threatened. These employees 
claim to have not received salaries 
for “many months, or even over 
one year,” according to Lei.

Lawmaker Lei called for the 
amendment of current laws, and 
for the establishment of an emer-
gency fund mechanism that would 
allow workers to see their salaries 
(totally or partially) secured when 
employers do not fulfill such duty.

Without stating clearly whether 
or not the government intends to 
promote any changes to the cur-
rent system and rules, Secretary 
Lei noted only that the government 
will continue to review and adjust 
the laws and regulations when ne-
cessary, taking into account public 
opinion.

Lawmaker Leong was not ha-
ppy with the response, noting that 
it is necessary and urgent to review 
said mechanism. Leong asserted 
that employers can abuse the exis-
ting mechanism in retaliation to at-
tempts to report employer wrong-
doings. He also highlighted the fact 
that “the costs involved in a lawsuit 
to retrieve unpaid wages are too 
high for the workers already [stru-
ggling].” He called on the govern-
ment to revise the whole regime.

Leong noted that although the 
rules clearly state that layoff situa-
tions require agreement between 
both parties, and claimed “we 
know very well that in many cases 
the workers were forced to accept 
that decision from the employer.” 
He added: “until this moment, we 
have [had] no mechanism that can 
safeguard the rights of the workers.”

Adding to the debate was 
lawmaker Sulu Sou, who recalled 
previous statements from the Chief 
Executive (CE) Ho Iat Seng ack-
nowledging that the government 
does not have data on the layoff si-
tuation in Macau.

“This fact alone already reveals 
that the juridical regime has flaws 

and needs to be perfected,” Sou 
said, going on to advance a solu-
tion.

“We do not need to change the 
Labor Law - what we need to do 
is perform a better reading of the 
labor law. DSAL says only wage 
reductions need to be communi-
cated. The layoff situation [ultima-
tely] is also a situation that causes 
a wage reduction.” Sou explained 
that said the DSAL notes on their 
official website that layoffs are 
strongly recommended to be con-
tained to a period no more of one 
month. However, this is not what 
the reality shows.

“This [one month] is just a sug-
gestion by the DSAL, because the 
labor law does not state anything 
on that matter. What happens if the 
employer requests the worker to be 
on layoff for over six months - can 
he resign with a just cause? I don’t 
think so.” remarked Sou. He stres-
sed that it is useless and unproduc-
tive for the government to conti-
nue asserting that an agreement 
between workers and employers is 
needed.

On the topic, lawmaker Au Kam 
San recalled that there was pre-
viously a layoff regime that came 
from a period in which Macau’s 
economy was mostly supported by 
the manufacturing industry. This 
regime was then revoked when the 
AL started to discuss a minimum 
wage regime, as a layoff scheme 
was now considered unnecessary.

“I think we are now clearly 
seeing that the old regime [of the 
compensation of worker layoffs] 
had its value,” Au said, adding, “It 
is needed to legislate again to gua-
rantee the interests of the popula-
tion.”

Trying to balance the debate 
were lawmakers Ip Sio Kai and Mak 
Soi Kun, who opposed the idea that 
added guarantees should be gran-
ted to the workers.

The lawmakers expressed that 
negotiation with the employers 
is also necessary, as the previous 
lawmakers were trying to push 
the responsibilities onto the em-
ployers.

“We need to see if these com-
panies and employers have the 
capacity to do this. I know in many 
cases the employers opt for layoffs 
because they are also in a poor si-
tuation and have no other way out. 
We need to have a balance here,” 
Mak said.

TRADE UNION LAW 
IS THE SOLUTION

During the debate over the lack 
of guarantees from laws and their 
enforcement, lawmaker Ng Kuok 
Cheong intervened to point out 
the optimum solution to all the 
problems and difficulties previou-
sly discussed by the lawmakers.

Ng said the solution was in the 
Trade Union Law, which several 
lawmakers have been trying to es-
tablish in Macau for many years.

“The government says it is 
going to revise [the law] but never 
says when, and also already clearly 
stated several times that they have 
no figures on the problem. When it 
was here [at the AL] the last time, 
the CE even asked the Workers’ 
Association [Macau Federation of 
Trade Unions] to hand the figures 
[of workers in layoff] to the gover-
nment,” said the lawmaker.

“We are forgetting that this is the 
reason that we have been calling 
for decades for the establishment 
of the trade union law. But there 
isn’t one and the government wan-
ts now for the associations to act 
like if there is?” Ng asked rhetori-
cally.

“The figures [on layoffs] are not 
to sanction the employers, but to 
be able to understand the reality 
and to draft policies according to 
it,” Ng concluded.
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T
O provide colleagues 
with practical knowle-
dge of the Greater Bay 
Area’s business and en-

trepreneurship opportunities, 
Melco Resorts and Entertainment 
hosted a seminar titled “Follow 
your Dreams.” 

Melco supports the govern-
ment’s direction for development 
in the Greater Bay Area. 300 of its 
colleagues were invited to partici-
pate in the virtual and in-person 
event, where young entrepre-
neurs in Macau and the Greater 
Bay Area spoke about business 
environment and development 
opportunities. 

Attendees Mr. Chan Hon Sang, 
Deputy Director of Economic 
and Technological Development 
Bureau; Mr. Zhao Su, Assistant to 
Economic Affairs Department of 
the Liaison Office of the Central 
People’s Government in the Ma-
cao SAR; Mr. Li Juren, President, 
Macau Youth Entrepreneur Asso-
ciation; Mr. Frankie Wong, Vice 
President, Macau Youth Greater 
Bay Area Development Associa-
tion and Ms. Leong Lai San, San-
na, Manager, Investor Service De-
partment, Business Development 
Services Division, Macao Trade 
and Investment Promotion Insti-
tute were welcomed to the event 
by Melco representatives inclu-
ding Dr. Kent Wong, Chief Advisor; 
and Mr. Stanley Chan, Senior Vice 
President, Resorts Operations. 

Dr. Kent Wong, Chief Advisor of 
Melco Resorts and Entertainment, 
said, “The GDP of the Guangdong- 
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area is close to US$1.7 trillion. It 
is one of the most open and eco-
nomically vigorous regions in the 
country, and which has huge de-
velopment potential.

With the region’s continued 
development, the area’s business 
environment has seen great im-
provement to bring us unprece-
dented new opportunities.

Dr. Wong expressed hopes that 
after the event, “our colleagues 
will have gained a deeper unders-
tanding of the job market and 
workplace culture in the Greater 
Bay Area, so that goals can be set 
for their future development and 
to encourage colleagues to bra-
vely pursue their entrepreneurial 
dreams.”

THE HEART OF ROADSHOWS
To further help local SME su-

ppliers to explore business oppor-
tunities, Melco has also hosted 
Heart-of-House Roadshows in 
the employee-only areas of City 
of Dreams, Studio City and Altira 
since the beginning of 2020.

During a time when the Co-
vid-19 pandemic has severely im-
pacted the global economy, Melco 
hosted a total of around 90 road-
shows, supporting a total of about 
100 local SME suppliers and 
NGOs who were invited to exhibit 
and sell products including elec-
tronics, food and wine, household 
items, personal care, skin care, 
and seasonal decorations. 

Providing opportunities for 
promotion and direct sales to 
16,000 colleagues working in the 
Melco Macau properties, the 
event successfully created a total 
of nearly MOP6.5 million in total 
sales. As of May this year alone, 
Melco has held about 30 innova-
tive road shows in the Heart-of-
-House for employees, creating a 
total turnover of nearly 2.8 million 
MOP for more than 40 local SMEs 
and NGOs.

Further to promoting sus-

tainable economic growth and 
prosperity for local SMEs through 
Heart-of-House roadshows, Mel-
co’s commitment to SME success 
is also implemented through on-
going programs such as Melco 
SME Academy, the “Knowing You, 
Knowing Us” campaign and Ex-
press Payment Scheme. 

Melco SME Academy offers 

training and business develo-
pment opportunities for SMEs 
to become better equipped in 
the face of challenge, while the 
‘Knowing You, Knowing Us’ cam-
paign enables SMEs and Melco 
to better understand each other’s 
requirements, standards and offe-
rings. The fast track payment ini-
tiative – Express Payment Scheme 
– was launched to ensure Melco’s 
SME partners will be paid within 
14 days of receipt of deliverables 
with aim to ease cash flow pressu-
res and help suppliers overcome 
the challenges of these unprece-
dented times.

This drive was highlighted by 
Ms. Akiko Takahashi, Executive 
Vice President and Chief of Staff 
to Chairman and CEO of Melco 

Resorts and Entertainment, Mr. 
Lawrence Ho:

“Melco continues to gladly 
support and collaborate with lo-
cal SMEs and NGOs through our 
innovative Heart-of-House road-
show series to help vendors ge-
nerate revenue as well as market 
exposure, especially through the 
unprecedented challenges of the 
past 1.5 years.”

She added that via roadshows 
and further ongoing programs 
such as the Melco SME Academy, 
the ‘Knowing You, Knowing Us’ 
campaign and Express Payment 
Scheme, “we strive to continue 
realizing our commitment to the 
local community - to enhance 
SME prosperity and to help local 
businesses succeed.”

Melco promotes local SME 
prosperity and development
SUPPORTING MACAU’S NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT INTEGRATION 
THROUGH ‛FOLLOW YOUR DREAMS’ SEMINAR FOR COLLEAGUES
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BOC discusses 
online credit 
card abuse

REPORTS on credit card abuse have be-
come a feature of the Judiciary Police 

(PJ) press announcements recently. Even the 
Secretary for Security, Wong Sio Chak, com-
mented on the matter, outlining the inves-
tigative difficulties the PJ face as most cases 
take place overseas.

Managing the matter is as difficult as in-
vestigating it. The Bank of China (BOC), Ma-
cau Branch has noted that credit card abuse 
has moved from offline to online because 
card copying is becoming more difficult – 
cards are now increasingly equipped with 
chips.

For better security, card brands often 
require two-step verification when online 
purchases are made. A one-time password 
is sent to the card owner’s cellphone for ve-
rification.

However, representatives of the bank have 
expressed regret that some retailers have cho-
sen to waive the two-step verification requi-
rement for the sake of convenience. This has 
resulted in access points for credit card abuse. 
Previously, the bank has pointed to Apple as 
one of these less-secure retail platforms.

Instructing the public to manage this 
malpractice, the bank stressed that if abuse 
is suspected, the card owner should enquire 
with their bank and, if it is proven, instruct 
the bank to suspend their card.

The BOC noted that normally it takes one 
to two months to investigate and verify the 
malpractice. AL

RENATO MARQUES

FRANCISCO Galvão, a 
48-year-old Portugue-

se lawyer in Macau, passed 
away on the evening of May 
26 from a case of acute epi-
glottitis.

He was initially hospitali-
zed on May 19 due to stroke. 
The lawyer passed away at the 
Kiang Wu Hospital where he 
had been since last Wednes-
day upon the sudden onset of 
the condition.

The life-threatening di-
sorder’s severity is due to the 
common obstruction of the 
airway at the larynges.

A statement from the 
Health Bureau (SSM) noted 
that the event was recorded 
as a potential Adverse Even-
ts Following Immunization 
(AEFI) to a Covid-19 mRNA 
vaccine, as he had been ino-
culated one week earlier on 
May 13.

After an investigation by 
the SSM’s special working 
group assessing adverse 

events after Covid-19 vacci-
nations, the group concluded 
that the onset of the disor-
der and the vaccination were 
coincidental and unrelated.

Even so, in the same state-
ment, the SSM notes, “if the 
deceased’s agent formally re-

quests a medi-
cal error exa-

m i n a t i o n , 
the exami-
nation pro-
cedure in-
cluding an 
autopsy will 
be initiated 
to further cla-
rify the cau-
se of death.” 
They added 

that the bureau 
will also provide 

Gaivão’s family 
“all the necessary 

assistance.”
In several sta-
tements that 
followed the 
news of his 

death, friends and several of-
ficial entities have expressed 
sorrow about Gaivão’s pas-
sing.

The Macau Lawyers Asso-
ciation noted in one of these 
statements that “as a profes-
sional, as well as a person, Dr. 

Francisco Galvão earned both 
the respect and consideration 
of all those that had the privi-
lege to meet him,” expressing, 
on behalf of his professional 
associates, the condolences 
to the family and friends.

As a lawyer, Gaivão had 
practiced law in Macau for 
about 20 years both in private 
practice and as a representa-
tive of one of the gaming con-
cessionaires.

In another statement, the 
British Chamber of Commer-
ce in Macao (BCCM), an as-
sociation of which the lawyer 
was a member, also expressed 
sadness at learning of the pas-
sing of Gaivão.

In a public statement, 
BCCM said about Gaivão, “he 
was an expert in his legal field 
and a very respected member 
of the Macau community. He 
will be sorely missed by all. 
Our thoughts are now with all 
of his family and friends, in 
Macau and abroad.”

Another friend, Ambassa-
dor Vitor Sereno (former Con-
sul-general of Portugal in Ma-
cau) also expressed, through 
social media, his grief for a 
man he dubbed “A Coimbra’s 
friend and one of the first to 
welcome me with arms wide 
open when I first arrived in 
Macau in 2013.”

Gaivão is survived by his 
three sons.

Francisco Gaivão dies 
at 48, SSM says case not 
related to vaccine
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Australian ambassador Graham Fletcher (left) leaves the court 
after he was denied to attend the espionage charges case for Yang 

Hengjun, in Beijing, yesterday

Court tries Chinese 
Australian writer on 
espionage charge
C

HINA yesterday 
put a Chinese 
Australian writer 
on trial for alleged 

espionage and denied the 
Australian ambassador in 
Beijing access to the hea-
ring. 

Yang Hengjun has been 
held since arriving in Chi-
na in January 2019 and has 
had no access to family and 
only limited contact with 
his lawyer, the Australian 
government has said. 

Ambassador Graham 
Fletcher walked to the court 
complex gate in Beijing and 
returned after he was de-
nied entry, telling journa-
lists it was “regrettable” that 
diplomats were prevented 
from observing the trial. 

His government had 
been told earlier that a re-
presentative would not be 
allowed to attend the trial 
because it is a national se-
curity case. Fletcher said 
China has only said that the 
charge against Yang invol-
ves espionage.

“This is deeply regrettab-
le and concerning and un-
satisfactory,” Fletcher said. 
“We’ve had longstanding 
concerns about this case, 
including lack of transpa-
rency, and therefore have 
concluded that it’s an arbi-
trary detention.”

Authorities have not re-
leased any details of the 
charges against Yang, a no-
velist who reportedly for-
merly worked for China’s 
Ministry of State Security as 
an intelligence agent.

CHINA has taken a glo-
bal lead in the develo-

pment of 5G, with a total 
of 819,000 5G base stations 
built so far, accounting for 
over 70 percent of the wor-
ld’s total, a government of-
ficial said this week.

Liu Liehong, vice mi-
nister of industry and in-
formation technology, 
released the figures at the 
ongoing China Internatio-
nal Big Data Industry Expo 

Yang’s lawyer, Mo 
Shaoping, said the hearing 
concluded shortly before 
5 p.m., with a verdict to be 
issued at a later date, but 
declined further comment, 
saying “the case involves 
state secrets.” 

Yang has denied the ac-
cusation against him, and 
while a conviction is vir-
tually certain, it isn’t clear 
when the verdict will be 
handed down. The espiona-
ge charge carries penalties 
ranging from three years in 
prison to the death penalty. 

In comments believed 
to have been dictated to 
diplomats in March and 
reproduced in Australian 
media, Yang said the lack of 
fresh air and sunshine had 
taken a toll on his health 
but that spiritually, “I’m still 
strong.”

“There is nothing more 
liberating than having one’s 
worst fears realized,” Yang 
said. 

Yang appeared to be in 

2021 in Guiyang, capital of 
southwest China’s Guizhou 
Province.

The number of 5G ter-
minal connections in 
China has exceeded 310 
million, accounting for 
more than 80 percent of 
the world’s total, according 
to Liu.

During the 13th Five-
-Year Plan period (2016-
2020), China built the wor-
ld’s largest optical-fiber 

satisfactory health, Fletcher 
said. 

Australia will continue 
to “advocate strongly” for 
Yang and did not see a link 
between his case and the 
overall state of ties with 
China, Fletcher said. 

Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Zhao 
Lijian said China was 
following international 
practice in barring obser-
vers from attending a case 
involving state secrets.

The trial comes at a time 
of deteriorating relations 
between the two countries, 
brought on by Chinese re-
taliation against Australian 
legislation against foreign 
involvement in its domes-
tic politics, the exclusion of 
telecommunications giant 
Huawei from its 5G phone 
network, and calls for an 
independent investigation 
into the origins of the CO-
VID-19 outbreak that was 
first detected in China in 
late 2019. MDT/AP

and 4G network, with over 
99 percent of the villages 
across the country connec-
ted to both technologies.

The three-day big-data 
industry expo, showcasing 
cutting-edge scientific and 
technological innovations 
and achievements, kicked 
off on Wednesday. It has 
attracted 225 enterprises 
from home and abroad, ac-
cording to the organizing 
committee. MDT/XINHUA

China leads the world in 5G 
base stations: vice minister
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Two monkeys have become the first living creatu-
res to survive a space flight.

Able, a seven-pound female rhesus monkey, and 
Baker, a one-pound female squirrel monkey, were 
fired 300 miles into space in the nose-cone of a Ju-
piter missile AM-18 from Cape Canaveral in Florida.

The flight, which reached speeds of up to 10,000 
mph,(16,090kmh) lasted 15 minutes and the 
monkeys were recovered 1,500 miles (2,413km) 
away in the South Atlantic near Puerto Rico.

The pair, who were weightless for nine minutes, 
were monitored throughout the flight for changes in 
their heart beats, muscular reaction, pulse velocity, 
body temperature and rate of breathing.

A spokesman from the Medical Research and 
Development Command of the US Army said the 
monkeys were in “perfect condition” on their return. 
Data recorded throughout the flight will be analysed 
over the next two weeks.

Although regarded as a success by space exper-
ts, the mission has been heavily criticised by animal 
welfare groups.

The American Embassy in London received pro-
tests from the League Against Cruel Sports and the 
Conference of Anti-Vivisection Societies, which is 
made up of 29 animal welfare groups.

A statement from the League Against Cruel Sports 
read: “Such action as this falls within the category 
of scientific devilry rather than scientific research.”

It added: “In the name of humanity we beg of you to 
drop these vile experiments.”

The statement from the Conference of Anti-
-Vivisection Societies had the same tone. It read: 
“Cowardly acts such as this can never be justified 
on the grounds of expediency and all thinking peo-
ple will be disgusted to learn of this latest misuse by 
scientists of defenceless animals.”

Able and Baker are due to return to Washington 
from Puerto Rico in a military transport aircraft.

Courtesy BBC News

1959 Monkeys survive
   space Mission

In context

Able died from the effects of anesthesia given for removal 
of electrodes implanted for the historic mission.
A subsequent post mortem examination revealed she had 
suffered no adverse effects from her flight into space.
Baker survived a similar operation and lived until 1984.
Able and Baker were not the first animals sent into space. 
On 3 November 1957 the Russians sent a dog Laika, which 
was mostly Siberian husky, into orbit. But days into the flight 
the dog died.
Between 1957 and 1961 13 dogs were sent into space by 
the Russians, five of whom died.
On 13 December 1958 the Americans sent the first ani-
mal, a squirrel monkey named Gordo, into space aboard a 
Jupiter AM-13 booster rocket. The monkey survived the 
flight but after landing a flotation device in the nose cone 
failed and Gordo died.
On 18 October 1963 the first cat, Felix, was sent into space 
by the French and survived.
Since then animals including frogs, fish, crickets and even 
worms have been sent into space.

this day in history

COVID-19

China says politics 
behind Biden call for 
virus origin probe
C

HINA yesterday 
accused the Bi-
den administra-
tion of playing 

politics and shirking its 
responsibility in calling 
for a renewed investiga-
tion into the origins of the 
coronavirus pandemic 
that was first detected in 
China in late 2019. 

Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
said at a daily briefing that 
President Joe Biden’s or-
der showed the U.S. “does 
not care about facts and 
truth, nor is it interested 
in serious scientific origin 
tracing.” 

Biden told U.S. intelli-
gence officials to redouble 
their efforts to investigate 
the origins of the pande-
mic, including any possi-
bility the trail might lead 
to a Chinese laboratory. 

After months of mini-
mizing that possibility as 
a fringe theory, the Biden 
administration is joining 
worldwide pressure on 
China to be more open 
about the outbreak, ai-
ming to head off Republi-
can complaints the presi-
dent has not been tough 
enough to press China on 
alleged obstruction.

Republicans, including 
former President Donald 
Trump, have promoted 

the theory that the virus 
emerged from a labora-
tory rather than naturally 
through human contact 
with an infected animal in 
the central Chinese city of 
Wuhan.

Zhao also said the U.S. 
must open itself up to in-
vestigations into its biolo-
gical laboratories, inclu-
ding at the Naval Medical 
Research Center’s Biologi-
cal Defense Research Di-
rectorate at Fort Detrick in 
the state of Maryland. 

“The U.S. side claims 
that it wants China to par-
ticipate in a comprehen-
sive, transparent, eviden-
ce-based international 
investigation,” Zhao said. 
“We would like to ask the 
U.S. side to do the same 
as China and immediately 
cooperate with the World 
Health Organization on 
origin tracing research in 
a scientific manner.”

Biden earlier yester-
day [Macau time] asked 
U.S. intelligence agen-
cies to report back within 
90 days. He directed U.S. 
national laboratories to 
assist with the investiga-
tion and the intelligence 
community to prepare a 
list of specific queries for 
the Chinese government. 
He called on China to coo-
perate with international 

probes into the origins of 
the pandemic. 

Republicans, including 
former President Donald 
Trump, have promoted 
the theory that the virus 
emerged from a labora-
tory accident rather than 
naturally through human 
contact with an infected 
animal at a traditional wet 
market in Wuhan.

Biden in a statement 
said the majority of the in-
telligence community had 
“coalesced” around those 
two scenarios but “do not 
believe there is sufficient 
information to assess one 
to be more likely than the 
other.” He revealed that 
two agencies lean toward 
the animal link and “one 
leans more toward” the 
lab theory, “each with low 
or moderate confidence.”

Prior to the president’s 
statement, his administra-
tion had sought to avoid 
public discussion of the 
lab leak theory while pri-
vately suggesting it was 
farfetched.

In another sign of shif-
ting attitudes, the Sena-
te approved two Wuhan 
lab-related amendments 
without opposition, at-
taching them to a largely 
unrelated bill to increase 
U.S. investments in inno-
vation.

Biden still held out the 
possibility that a firm con-
clusion may never be rea-
ched, given the Chinese go-
vernment’s refusal to fully 
cooperate with internatio-
nal investigations.

“The failure to get our 
inspectors on the ground 
in those early months will 
always hamper any inves-
tigation into the origin of 
COVID-19,” he said.

Administration officials 
continue to harbor strong 
doubts about the lab leak 
theory, viewing China’s re-
fusal to cooperate in the 
investigation more as em-
blematic of other irrespon-
sible actions on the world 
stage.

Andy Slavitt, Biden’s se-
nior adviser for the coro-
navirus, said Tuesday that 
the world needs to “get to 
the bottom ... whatever the 
answer may be.”

“We need a completely 
transparent process from 
China; we need the WHO to 
assist in that matter,”” Sla-
vitt said. “We don’t feel like 
we have that now.” 

Zhao said the adminis-
tration’s position came in 
“in total disregard of facts 
and science ... while totally 
ignoring the doubts over 
the origin-tracing work and 
failure of pandemic res-
ponse in the U.S.”

“This fully shows that 
the U.S. side does not care 
about facts and truth, nor is 
it interested in serious scien-
tific origin tracing, but wants 
to use the epidemic to en-
gage in stigmatization and 
political manipulation, and 
to shirk responsibility,” Zhao 
said. “This is disrespectful to 
science and irresponsible to 
people’s lives, and moreover, 
it undermines the global 
unity of efforts to fight the 
epidemic.” MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- One of the Baldwins; 5- Adlai’s running mate; 10- Small amounts; 14- Den 

of wild animals and dragons; 15- Everyday; 16- Brio; 17- Longfellow’s bell town; 18- 
Actress Witherspoon; 19- Delhi wrap; 20- Takes care of; 22- Most strange; 24- AOL, 
e.g.; 25- ___ silly question...; 26- Unfinished detail; 30- Golf clubs; 35- 1970 Jackson 
5 hit; 36- Battery size; 37- Singer Yma; 38- Ryot; 41- Run; 43- More wan; 44- Eight-
time Norris Trophy winner; 45- Photographer Goldin; 46- Apportion; 47- Digital tool; 
50- Japanese wrestling; 53- Done, to Donne; 54- Shut in; 58- Checked; 62- Make 
angry; 63- Part of Hispaniola; 66- St. Petersburg’s river; 67- Final Four org.; 68- Director 
Lubitsch; 69- Singer Stefani; 70- The ___ the limit!; 71- Irritable; 72- Gas burner or 
Sicilian volcano;
 
DOWN: 1- Dear, dear!; 2- Overdue; 3- Green land; 4- Turning point; 5- Continental 
inhabitant; 6- Compass dir.; 7- Datebook abbr.; 8- Relaxes; 9- Streamlined; 10- Ricky’s 
portrayer; 11- Winglike parts; 12- Keeps 
out; 13- Agitated state; 21- Half a fly; 23- 
Elevate; 25- Nabokov novel; 26- Reindeer 
herders; 27- Belief involving sorcery; 28- 
Florida citrus center; 29- Writer Hentoff; 
31- Capek play; 32- Muscat native; 33- 
Birth-related; 34- View; 39- Sun. talk; 40- 
You ___ right!; 41- Man-mouse connector; 
42- Precedence; 44- Lennon’s love; 48- 
Bruce ___ was a famous kung-fu movie star; 
49- Outer edge; 51- Doorkeeper; 52- Funny 
Anne; 54- Sea eagles; 55- Small notch; 
56- Pottery material; 57- Grazing sites; 59- 
Salamander; 60- Level; 61- Comic Carvey; 
64- Officeholders; 65- Medicinal amt.;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

MIN MAX CONDITION

CHINAEasy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Today’s skies put you in the 
mood to accomplish things, 
Aries. The moon glides into 
capable Capricorn, sending your 
focus towards your ambitions 
and current career trajectory.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Messages concerning your 
finances, talents, and resources 
are likely to be making their way 
to your doorstep - as your ruling 
planet, magnetic Venus, merges 
with news-bringing Mercury.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Intimate relationships take 
precedence over everything 
today, Gemini. You need some 
quiet time away from it all to 
figure out the deeper stories 
stirring in your heart of  hearts. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Tune into the subconscious 
insights coming to you 
from dreams, visions, and 
happenstance today - as bond-
building Venus merges with 
mental Mercury.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Look to your social network 
today, Leo. Opportunities are 
coming through the people 
you’re connected to, as gift-
bearing Venus merges with 
socialite Mercury.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
It’s easy to feel good under 
today’s benevolent skies, Virgo. 
Your ruling planet, messenger 
Mercury, receives a visit from 
blessing-bestowing Venus 
today. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Be on the lookout for 
important news making its 
way to you today, Libra. Your 
ruling planet, charming Venus, 
receives a visit from message-
bearing Mercury.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Important conversations are 
waiting to be initiated under 
today’s skies, Scorpio. The 
moon’s presence in serious 
Capricorn pushes you to express 
yourself.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
The moon floats through capable 
Capricorn all day, sending your 
focus towards your underlying 
feelings of  validity and self-
worth. This energy reminds you 
to be present...

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Tune into your most pressing 
needs today, Capricorn. The 
moon slides into your sign first 
thing this morning, helping you 
happily burst back out onto the 
scene after a few days in hiding. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Expressive Mercury merges with 
gift-giving Venus, bringing a 
jovial, pleasure-seeking lightness 
to the atmosphere. This union 
also brings positive circumstances 
to the home or family front.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Time alone from the world is 
in order under today’s skies, 
Aquarius. The hermit-like 
Capricorn summons you inward 
to focus on restorative activities 
and solitude. 

  Aquarius Pisces  
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“How Iceland Changed the World: The Big History of a Small Island,” by Egill 
Bjarnason (Penguin)

BOOK IT

For such a small place, 
Iceland has a big influence

HOW has small Iceland been 
able to play such a big role 

in the world? The confluence 
of geology, fish and rugged ex-
plorers seems to have infused 
Icelanders with their durable, 
modest, optimistic and confi-
dent character and produced an 
outsized number of achievers 
— among them Nobel Prize and 
Academy Award winners. 

However, that cool Icelan-
dic confidence backfired when 
Icelandic bankers in the early 
2000’s financial crash brought 
shock and shame. But not for 
long: Iceland is leading the way 
again, this time with the highest 
rate of women working full time.

Author Egill Bjarnason in 
“How Iceland Changed the Wor-
ld: The Big History of a Small 
Island” views his home island 
with combination of the wry hu-
mor of Bill Bryson, the pointed 
observations of Anthony Bour-
dain and the meanderings of a 
mildly befuddled history pro-
fessor.

Yes, 31 Icelandic bankers 
were sentenced to jail terms for 
crimes in the early 2000’s glo-
bal financial crash, but as the 
author points out, the nation 
learned some unexpected les-
sons from its shame. Just two of 
the bankers were women, who 
assess risk more conservatively 
than the men, according to a 
study the author quotes.

Iceland soon followed with 
the first female bank boss, po-
lice chief, wrestling federation 
leader and sheep farmers asso-
ciation director. 

Like a proud dad, Bjarnason 
explains the superlatives of his 
homeland and its people.

— One of Iceland’s greatest 
explorers reached North Ameri-
ca 500 years before Columbus.

— Its parliament is the oldest 
in the world.

— Iceland never has had a mi-
litary.

— Iceland’s “most universally 
praised national hero is a dry 
and colorless librarian.”

— Iceland completed the wor-
ld’s first national census, “nearly 
exhausting the nation’s paper 
supply.”

— In 1980, Vigdis Finnboga-
dottir became the world’s first 
woman president elected in a 
direct vote.

The book drags a bit in the pa-
ges about the early Norse going 
back and forth but we get a win-
dow on how a unique topogra-
phy, climate and position in the 
world shaped the character of 

today’s 360,000 Icelanders who 
live on an island in the North 
Atlantic about the size of Ohio.

That’s less than the popula-
tion of Bakersfield, California, 
best known as an oil and agricul-
ture center at the south end of 
California’s great Central Valley.

We’re certain to be hearing 
more about Iceland in the years 
ahead — the country has beco-
me a lab for climate change, lo-
sing 309 square miles of glaciers 
in the last 20 years.

How did the people of a land 
blessed with such land, volca-
noes and vast fisheries become 
global leaders in so much? We’re 
left wanting more on the Icelan-
dic psyche but we’re left to draw 
our own conclusions.

Bjarnason notes that Icelan-
ders “love educational program-
ming” and never in the nation’s 
history has one of the five poli-
tical parties gained a majority 
in parliament. And, he writes, 
“ideas and trends travel fast in a 
place where everyone is part of 
the same conversation.”

Imagine that in America.
JEFF ROWE, MDT/AP
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Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu, MDT

The Brazil 1350 Metres Sand 
2021-05-28 | Fri | 19:40

LUCK plays a vital role in the sports of king, my pick on Dawson last Sa-
turday was a classic example, he got every chance to win, who knows, 

his jock dropped his whip on the way and he missed his win by a very thin 
margin in a tight photo finish. Unfortunately, that’s horse racing. Hope 
my pick this Friday would obliged, my pick this week is City Lucky Star, 
he is a proven sand performer and already scored 2 wins from 1350M 
to 1510M sand. There is no reason to doubt that he cannot win another 
solid sand race this Friday, although he carries top weight in this weak 
race, but I am confident C.L Cheung his regular rider can handle him 
well from barrier 7. C.L Cheung has partnered City Lucky Star to win his 
last two races. This Friday night he may add another win for City Lucky 
Star’s connection. 

Race 2  Horse no. 1  City Lucky Star     Win and Place bets

fashion
INSPIRATION 

FROM THE 90s

THIS month, Shanghai Tang launches Yuni Ahn 
for Shanghai Tang, an exclusive collaboration 

with eponymous designer Yuni Ahn. Yuni Ahn for 
Shanghai Tang debuts with a Pre-Fall 2021 Collec-
tion of ready-to-wear, bags, shoes, scarves and ac-
cessories inspired by the spirit of today’s modern 
women and their confidence and attitude.

Through the collaboration, Yuni Ahn, the former 
creative director of Maison Kitsuné and design di-
rector of Celine, brings a bold design sensibility to 
Shanghai Tang with an everyday luxury wardrobe 
infused with Chinese elements. Featuring modern 
design motifs inspired by the qipao, lattice, bam-
boo and moon, Yuni Ahn for Shanghai Tang weaves 
these redefined elements throughout the collec-
tion.

The creative concept for Yuni Ahn for Shanghai 
Tang originates in Ahn’s formative experiences li-
ving in Hong Kong during the 1990s. Recalling the 
crackling energy found in Chungking Mansions, 
Ahn retraced her steps into this nostalgic era by re-
visiting Wong Kar-wai’s classic Chungking Express. 
Amidst the dramatic mood, colours and cinemato-
graphy of the iconic 1994 film, Ahn was ultimately 
drawn to the magnetic performance of the film’s fe-
male leads and how the evolution of ‘90s on-screen 
stars into aspirational heroines inspired today’s 
strong and independent modern women.

To develop the collection, Ahn spoke with today’s 
modern Chinese women to get a better understan-
ding of the fashion and style they seek. Ahn then 
distilled these insights to create streamlined pieces 
made for the current generation.

IRENE SAM, MDT

C
ELEBRATING The St. 
Regis Bar’s New York 
heritage and the city’s 
renowned whiskey cul-

ture, “A Flight of Whiskey” at Ma-
cau’s St. Regis Bar offers whiskey 
lovers four of the finest whiskeys 

specially sourced from distille-
ries in New York itself. Highligh-
ts include Hudson Baby Bour-
bon Whiskey, a classic bourbon 
whiskey distilled from 100% New 
York corn aged in new charred 
American oak barrels, with ca-
ramel and sweet vanilla notes, 
a touch of rye spiciness to the 

tongue and Kings County Barrel 
Strength Bourbon Whiskey from 
the oldest and largest whiskey 
distillery in New York City’s 
Brooklyn and using corn grown 
in the state and malted barley 
from the United Kingdom. 

To complement the exem-
plary whiskey selection, culi-
nary experts have also fashioned 
four tantalising bites designed 
to enhance and provide balan-
ce to the flavours of each of the 
distilled spirits such as light oak 
smoked salmon with almond 
cream and rye pumpernickel, 
a brown butter honey and corn 
custard tartlet, an indulgent 
cherry foie gras and a meltingly 
smooth jaffa chocolate truffle.

TASTE OF EDESIA

Whiskey with  
New York heritage
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Production of another COVID-19 
vaccine to begin in weeks

Production of another potential vaccine against COVID-19 will 
begin within weeks, its developers Sanofi and GlaxoSmithKline 
said yesterday as they launched a large trial enrolling 35,000 adult 
volunteers in the United States, Asia, Africa and Latin America.

The study will test vaccine candidate formulas against the origi-
nal coronavirus that spread from Wuhan, China, and against the 
variant first seen in South Africa, the pharmaceutical firms said.

If the trial is successful, regulators could approve the vaccine 
for use in the last three months of the year, the drugmakers said 
in a statement.

“Manufacturing will begin in the coming weeks to enable rapid 
access to the vaccine, should it be approved,” they said.

Their statement quoted Thomas Triomphe, who leads vaccine 
research and development at Sanofi Pasteur, as saying: “We are 
encouraged to see first vaccinations starting to take place in such 
an important, pivotal Phase 3 study.”

Earlier this month, the firms said their vaccine candidate trig-
gered strong immune responses in all adult age groups in preli-
minary trials after an earlier setback, boosting optimism the shot 
may join the fight against the pandemic this year.

OPINION
World Views
Chris Bryant, MDT/Bloomberg

Egypt The president held 
talks yesterday with his 
counterpart in Djibouti as 
part of Egyptian diplomatic 
attempts to build more 
African alliances amid an 
ongoing water dispute 
with Ethiopia. El-Sissi and 
Djibouti’s President Ismail 
Omar Guelleh agreed that 
the Ethiopian dam should 
be filled and operated 
according to “a fair and 
binding legal agreement” 
that could maintain regional 
stability and preserve the 
interests of all parties. 

EU nations sketched out 
plans for new sanctions 
yesterday against Belarus 
that will target economic 
sectors close to its 
authoritarian president, 
as they sought to strike 
back at him for the forced 
diversion of a passenger 
jet to arrest a dissident 
journalist. EU foreign 
ministers meeting in 
Lisbon vowed to continue 
to ramp up the pressure 
on Belarusian President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
— whose disdain for 
democratic norms and 
human rights has made his 
country a pariah in the West. 

Germany and Norway 
inaugurated a new 
undersea cable yesterday 
that directly links the 
two countries’ electricity 
networks, a project that 
has been described as a 
key step in Europe’s effort 
to shift away from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy. 
The 2-billion-euro project, 
called Nordlink, will allow 
Germany to export excess 
electricity from its wind 
parks to Norway, where it 
can be stored in the Nordic 
nation’s vast hydropower 
reservoirs. 

Congo Tens of thousands 
of people are fleeing the 
city of Goma in eastern 
Congo fearing another 
volcanic eruption by Mount 
Nyiragongo, which spewed 
lava near the city last week. 
Traffic was jammed and 
pedestrians streamed 
through the streets, 
desperate to escape the 
impending danger. A new 
eruption could occur at 
any moment, the military 
governor of Congo’s North 
Kivu province, Lt. Gen. 
Constat Ndima Kongba, 
announced yesterday. 
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When to buy a 
Lamborghini? There’s 
no time like the present

For those who aspire to cryptocurrency riches, the en-
treaty “When Lambo?” long ago became a popular way 
to refer to that blessed day when you’re finally wealthy 
enough to buy a luxury sportscar.

The soaring price of Bitcoin and other financial as-
sets means more and more people are in a position to 
join that club. And after having been stuck at home for 
a year the newly wealthy are in a mood to spend. This 
is undoubtedly good news for Lamborghini’s owner, 
Volkswagen AG, which has seen the attractiveness of its 
Italian subsidiary shoot up among potential buyers of 
the asset. 

This week Volkswagen received a non-binding 7.5 
billion-euro ($9.2 billion) offer to acquire Automobi-
li Lamborghini SpA from a consortium that includes 
Quantum Group AG and investment firm Centricus As-
set Management, according to Autocar magazine. The 
German giant said Lamborghini wasn’t for sale, but it 
shouldn’t be so quick to dismiss the idea.

Now would be the perfect time to realize full value 
from Lamborghini, which is controlled by Volkswagen’s 
Audi subsidiary. Orders are booming and rival Ferrari 
NV’s richly valued shares show there’s strong investor 
demand for luxury sportscar manufacturers. As with 
Ferrari, the expensive and delicate task of electrifying 
Lamborghini’s thirsty engines still lies ahead — so it 
might be a good moment to hand that job to someone 
else. 

At the very least, the consortium’s offer will remind 
investors of the value that’s locked up in Volkswagen’s 
unrivalled stable of luxury car brands. If only it were bol-
der in doing something about it. 

Volkswagen doesn’t break out Lamborghini’s profi-
tability but it’s become a decent money spinner. After 
the pandemic interrupted production, sales have been 
rocketing lately. The unit generates double-digit ope-
rating margins, Volkswagen boss Herbert Diess confir-
med recently. That’s thanks largely to the new Urus SUV, 
of which Lamborghini sells more than 4,000 yearly. The 
brand’s street cred with the newly affluent crypto crowd 
may have played a role, too. Its customers are typically 
younger than Ferrari’s, Diess notes. Lamborghini sold 
about 7,400 vehicles last year, compared with Ferrari’s 
more than 9,000. 

Lamborghini hasn’t done anything to lure new Bitcoin 
millionaires that’s as crass as Rolls-Royce Motor Cars 
Ltd. — the British company’s special edition “Wraith 
Kryptos” saloon is billed as an “homage to the clan-
destine world of cryptology” and incorporates a coded 
message that customers are invited to solve. But “When 
Lambo” isn’t just for laughs. At least one Lamborghini 
dealership claims to accept payment in crypto.

So why not take advantage of the hype? Volkswa-
gen flirted with an initial public offering or sale of 
Lamborghini last year before deciding to keep it. The 
company has developed an unfortunate habit of tan-
talizing investors with potential asset sales and then 
retreating. A separate listing for its Porsche unit isn’t a 
high priority, Diess said in March, weeks after giving in-
vestors (and financial columnists) cause for hope.

It’s reassuring that Volkswagen doesn’t think it needs 
money from asset sales to fund its massive spending 
on electric vehicles and software. (Lamborghini has just 
unveiled its own hybrid and electric strategy, which will 
cost about 1.5 billion euros over four years.)

But the German company’s hesitancy toward divest-
ments has taken some of the shine off its soaring share 
price. While the more liquid preference shares are still 
up 43% this year, they’re more than 10% below last 
month’s peak.

Impulse decisions might be fine for Elon Musk’s Tes-
la Inc. but building a consensus for big strategic sales 
takes years at Volkswagen’s Wolfsburg headquarters. 
That’s because of the outsize influence of workers, the 
Porsche/Piech families and the State of Lower Saxony. 

And yet it was Diess who raised the question of whe-
ther “brilliant” luxury brands like Lamborghini would 
remain as valuable once their growling combustion 
engines are replaced by electric motors. The fat takeo-
ver offer that landed on his desk this week provides a 
compelling alternative.

HONG KONG authorities 
for the second year have 

banned the June 4 candle-
light vigil to commemorate 
the bloody crackdown on 
pro-democracy protests in 
Beijing’s Tiananmen Square, 
organizers said yesterday.

The Hong Kong Alliance 
in Support of Patriotic De-
mocratic Movements of Chi-
na, which organizes the can-
dlelight vigil annually, said in 
a statement that the police 
had objected to the event 
in light of social distancing 
restrictions, which prohibit 
large gatherings.

For years, Hong Kong 
and Macau were the only 
cities in China where people 
were allowed to mark the 
1989 anniversary of Beijing’s 
crushing of the Chinese de-
mocracy movement.

The vigil was also banned 

in Macau this week by the 
authorities.

The ban on the vigil co-
mes as Beijing has tightened 
control over the semi-auto-
nomous Chinese city, after 
months of anti-government 
protests in 2019.

Beijing and local autho-
rities have cracked down on 
dissenting voices, launching 
mass arrests of pro-demo-
cracy activists and imposing 
a sweeping national security 
law to penalize crimes like 
secession and subversion. 

Yesterday, the legislature 
passed a bill amending elec-
toral laws  that drastically 
reduces the public’s abili-
ty to vote, while increasing 
the number of pro-Beijing 
lawmakers making deci-
sions for the city.

Last year, the June 4 vi-
gil was banned for the first 

time, with police citing pu-
blic health risks from the 
coronavirus pandemic. Still, 
thousands turned up at Vic-
toria Park — where the vigil 
is held each year — singing 
songs and lighting candles. 
No arrests were made at the 
time. 

More than 20 people, 
including activist Joshua 
Wong, media tycoon Jimmy 
Lai and Lee Cheuk-yan, a 
leader of the alliance, were 
arrested later and charged 
for taking part in an unau-
thorized assembly. Wong 
and three district councilo-
rs were sentenced on May 
6 to between four and 10 
months in jail after pleading 
guilty.

Organizers this year have 
urged people to light a can-
dle no matter where they are 
on June 4. MDT/AP

Hong Kong bans 
Tiananmen crackdown 
vigil for second year
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Graduate student Drew McWhirter (left) and Raquel Corniuk, a research technician at 
the Center for Marine Debris Research, pull apart a massive entanglement of ghost 

nets, decades old fishing gear that wreaks havoc on marine life and coral reefs in Hawaii.

AP Photo/Bullit Marquez THE DECISIVE MOMENT


