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Myanmar A well-known
senior Buddhist monk was
among at least 12 people
who died when a plane
belonging to Myanmar’s
military crashed
yesterday in the country’s
central Mandalay region,
state media reported.
Army-run Myawaddy
TV said a boy was one
of two survivors on the
flight from the capital,
Naypyitaw, to Pyin Oo
Lwin, also known as
Maymyo. The other
person taken to a
hospital was reported
to be a member of the
military.

Australia Wild weather
in southeast Australia
toppled trees, trapping
people in cars and
houses, cut power to
more than 200,000
homes and unleashed
flooding that claimed
at least one life. The
extraordinary weather
system that hit Victoria
state and its capital,
Melbourne, brought
wind gusts of up to 119
kilometers per hour and
up to 20 centimeters of
rain, officials said.
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“ THE TIMES THEY ARE A-CHANGIN’ ”

RECENT SPIKES IN VACCINATION
RATES IN ASIA, MACAU INCLUDED IS
PREVENTING REGIONS FROM FURTHER
COVID-19 OUTBREAKS: FITCH RATINGS

India A dilapidated
building collapsed
following heavy rains in
the western Indian city
of Mumbai, killing at least
11 people and injuring
seven others, police
said yesterday. Heavy
monsoon rains during the
day had flooded several
parts of the city. Police
said dozens of rescuers
were clearing the debris
to find any residents
possibly still trapped.
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Coutinho and Chan hope to
resolve problems in parliament
E

X-LAWMAKER Paul Chan
Wai Chi and incumbent José
Pereira Coutinho coincidentally submitted their respective
nominations for the upcoming
parliamentary election one after another yesterday.
Chan was a lawmaker in the
Legislative Assembly between
2013 and 2017. He was referred to as the “full-attendance
lawmaker” during that legislative term, as he had not missed
one single plenary meeting.
Unlike in previous elections
where he ran as number two on
the list, this time Chan will top
his list with Lei Kuok Keong, an
alcoholic beverage wholesaler,
following him.
Lei is not new to the parliamentary election either. He ran
in the two previous elections –
in 2013 and 2017 – with Chan
under two different arrangements. In the 2013 election,
they ran in the list of incumbent
lawmaker António Ng Kuok
Cheong. In 2017, they ran in the
list of Sulu Sou.
This time, the duo will run on

Pereira Coutinho (left) and Paul Chan Wai Chi

their own under the name “New
Macau Progress Association.”
Both Ng and Sou will likely
have their own list this year.
Along with Coutinho, who is
also considered part of the de-

mocratic camp, there will likely
be four lists representing the
same camp.
When asked if the competition will be fierce, Chan, a history teacher and the editor of the

Catholic gazette, said that they
would rely on voters’ choice and
believe they will make decisions
suitable for themselves.
With regard to the topics on
which they are campaigning,

Chan replied, that, in previous
years, Macau has seen a lot of
problems. If they get elected,
they will focus on housing,
transport, education, gambling development and urban
planning.
After Chan and Lei submitted their nominations, Coutinho submitted his. He will lead
a team to run in this election
under the name “New Hope”,
which is the name he used before.
The incumbent lawmaker
has garnered 500 nominations.
He stressed that this is the
most difficult year for garnering nominations because the
Electoral Affairs Commission
has warned, or reminded, civil servants to be careful when
making a nomination “since
this is a representation of political stand.”
Coutinho has been focusing
on civil servant voters.
He disclosed that his team
will focus on topics such as:
transparency of the government, with particular mentions
in public procurement; the
transparency of the parliament,
as all committee meetings are
closed-door; and the morale of
civil servants, particularly that
of the security forces. AL

RENATO MARQUES

T

HE air quality report
jointly produced by
the
Guangdong-Hong
Kong-Macau Pearl River
Delta Regional Air Quality
Monitoring Network recorded an improvement
in air quality in 2020 when
compared to the previous
years, the Environment
Protection Bureau informed in a statement.
The report noted that
overall the air pollutant
emission reduction measures jointly implemented by Guangdong, Hong
Kong, and Macau have
contributed to the gradual
improvement of overall air
quality in the Pearl River
Delta.
Results show that, in
2020, the concentration
of most air pollutants decreased significantly when
compared to 2006, the first

RENATO MARQUES

2020 GBA air quality report shows improvement, gov’t says

complete year that the monitoring network operated.
In 2020, the average annual concentration levels
of sulfur dioxide (SO2), respirable suspended particulates (RSP), and nitrogen
dioxide (NO2) decreased
respectively by 86%, 49%,
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and 43% when compared
to 2006.
The concentrations of
carbon monoxide (CO) and
fine suspended particulates
(FSP) — the parameters of
which were only included
for the year 2015 —registered drops in 2020, down by

16% and 31% respectively
when compared to 2015.
The concentrations of
ozone (O3) registered an
increase by 27% in 2020,
when compared to the results obtained in the metering done in 2006.
Aiming to continue to

improve in the results of air
quality, Macau has initiated
a series of improvement
measures to reduce pollution according to its Five-Year Development Plan
(2016-2020).
Among the most significant measures were:
the promotion of electric
vehicles; research on controlling and reducing volatile organic compounds;
and the optimization of the
emission limits and measurement methods for vehicles’ exhaust gases.
At the same time, the
neighboring region of Hong
Kong and the Guangdong
provincial government are
conducting a study on post2020 regional air pollutant
emission reduction targets
and concentration levels,
aiming to establish new
goals for air pollutant emission reduction levels by
2025 and 2030 respectively.
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Jointly and concurrently,
the governments of Guangdong, Hong Kong, and Macau will also launch a three-year study from 2021 to
2024 on the typification of
photochemical ozone formation in the Greater Bay
Area (GBA).
This study aims to understand the origins and
formation mechanism of
the ozone in an attempt to
draft policy that tackles the
increasing concentration of
this pollutant.
The GBA monitoring network comprises currently
a total of 23 air monitoring
stations located in Guangdong, Hong Kong, and Macau. These will monitor six
major air pollutants (SO2,
NO2, O3, RSP, FSP, and CO)
with joint annual reports
continuing to be produced
and cross-border policies
to be drafted and enforced
by all parties.
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HONEY TSANG

T

HE recent spikes in vaccination rates in some Asian
economies have become
a strong shield, helping
these regions guard against setbacks arising from further resurgences of the Covid-19 pandemic, according to the global credit rating
agency Fitch Ratings.
In an analytical report published
by the agency on June 8, China,
South Korea, Japan, and Australia
have demonstrated the most pronounced rise when it comes to vaccination rate over the past month.
China has shown a remarkably
rapid increase in inoculation, registering 1.38 doses administered
per 100 people on June 6; representing a 0.94 dose surge from 0.44
on the same day of the preceding
month.
Among all countries surveyed
by Fitch, China displayed the fastest monthly advancement in vaccination.
Within China, the Macau SAR
region registered a record of 0.74
doses administered per 100 peo-

SOURCE: FITCH RATINGS

Accelerated vaccination to spur APAC
economic recovery: Fitch Ratings

ple on June 6, with a 0.51 increase
in doses month-to-month. Macau
outperformed many other Asian
economies including its counterpart Hong Kong, which had only
a 0.05 doses increase month-over-month.
The swift increase in inoculation

over the past month among Macau
residents portends that the city is
more likely to “reduce the risk of
setbacks to economic recoveries
and public finances associated
with further waves of the Covid-19
pandemic.”
In North Asia, Japan is an outs-

tanding performer, reaching 0.55
doses per 100 people on June 6,
with a monthly uptick of 0.47 doses. It was closely followed by an
increment of 0.44 doses in South
Korea.
Despite the noticeable surges in Asia, Fitch stressed that the

vaccination rates in most Asian
countries “remain very low,” which
makes them prone to “pandemic
setback risks.”
This relationship was demonstrated by fresh waves of outbreak
in India, Japan, China’s Guangdong
province and the Australian state of
Victoria – which saw tightened restrictions implemented on the heel
of the resurgence in these regions.
In Fitch’s comparison, Mongolia
was ranked as the most vaccinated
economy in Asia, registering an
aggregate of 103.64 doses administered per 100 people as of June 6.
Maldives (89.29 doses) secured second place, followed by Singapore
(69.19 doses), China (54.04 doses),
Hong Kong (35.18 doses), and Macau (31.19 doses).
However, Fitch warned that
pandemic setback risks may persist even with relatively high rates
of vaccination, considering uncertainties about the efficacy against
future new strains of Covid-19.
“Nonetheless, we anticipate
jurisdictions with higher levels of
vaccination will be better positioned for near-term recoveries than
those where vaccination rates remain low,” it stated.
According to the government’s
latest statistics, there were 223,082
administered in Macau by far. A total of 149,506 people were inoculated. Among them, 74,684 were fully
vaccinated and 74,822 had taken
their first jabs.
ad
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City’s latest Covid-19 patient
diagnosed with Alpha mutation
ANTHONY LAM

M

ACAU’S latest Covid-19 patient, a university student
who returned from Taiwan, has
been tested and confirmed as carrying the Alpha mutation of SARS-CoV-2, the Novel Coronavirus
Response and Coordination Center revealed yesterday.
The 21-year-old patient was
asymptomatic as of June 9 when
he tested positive for the virus by
polymerase chain reaction (PCR)
test. Prior to his flight on May 30,
and upon arrival in Macau the
same day, he tested negative for
the virus in two separate tests.
He flew to Macau from Taiwan
on Starlux Airlines Flight 205 in
seat 16H.
On June 9, apart from the PCR
test, he was also tested for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies. He had a positive result in IgM antibody and a
negative in IgG, indicating that his
infection was quite new.
After admitting the patient to
the public Conde de São Januário Hospital, the Health Bureau
(SSM) ran a DNA arrangement on
the virus sample collected from
the 21-year-old student.
It was later confirmed that he
has contracted the Alpha type of
virus, which was first discovered
in the UK.
The patient denied that he had
been diagnosed with the disease
or had taken any Covid-19 jab.
He revealed that his roommate in
Taiwan had earlier been diagnosed with the disease.
As the disease sweeps through
the northern part of Taiwan, another entrant from the island also
tested positive for the IgM antibo-

dy, the Novel Coronavirus Center
revealed yesterday.
The 38-year-old Taiwanese
man works as a clerk at a trading
company. The man arrived in Macau on May 26 by Starlux Airlines
flight 203. He booked the Grand
Coloane Resort for quarantine
upon arrival. His first PCR test,
conducted upon arrival, yielded a
negative result.
Yesterday, the man was tested for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies
and was confirmed as having the
IgM antibody, meaning that he
had contracted the virus. He was
asymptomatic as of yesterday.
For safety reasons, the SSM
transferred him from the hotel to
the Public Health Clinical Center

in Coloane for medical observation.
In order to board the flight to
Macau, he got a negative SARS-CoV-2 result beforehand. He also
denied that he had been diagnosed with the disease or taken the
vaccine.
The SSM has lengthened the
quarantine-upon-arrival
from
14 days to 21 for entrants from
Taiwan. Considering that some
patients may not be filtered out
by the PCR test, entrants from
Taiwan are tested for the antibodies once between the eighth and
the 12th day of their quarantine.
If an entrant tests positive for
any type of antibody related to
the disease, their quarantine-u-

pon-arrival will be lengthened by
seven days.
Meanwhile, the government
announced that, from today, entrants who have been to Taiwan
in the 21 preceding days must
perform seven days of self-health
monitor following the end of their
21 days of quarantine. They will
have a PCR test on the 27th day.
These entrants will have a
Yellow Health Code for the seven-day self-health monitoring
period, meaning that, pursuant
to current guidelines and regulations, they will not be accepted
in hotels, restaurants, offices and
public transport.
The government did not explain how these entrants – if they

do not have friends or relatives in
Macau – will be able to leave their
quarantine hotels at the end of
their hotel quarantine, as they will
not be allowed on public transport.
HEALTH CODE SYSTEM
TO BE FINETUNED
Dr Leong Iek Hou, Coordinator
at the Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention, revealed that the
local Health Code system will be
refined after several malfunctions
in the previous days.
In order to contain the potential spread of the disease from
the neighboring Guangdong
Province, the Novel Coronavirus Center has made the code
mandatory upon entry to a list
of venues, such as barbershops
and hair salons, gym halls and
beauty parlors.
This has possibly brought
higher traffic to the platform
— however, the SSM attributed
the recent log-offs to the instability of the Guangdong PCR
test database.
In response, the Novel Coronavirus Center announced that an
updated platform should be available within days. The new platform will allow the user to declare their use of their Health Code.
If it is used for local access only,
the system will not connect to the
Guangdong PCR test database.
It is the first time the government admitted that the Health
Code system has interactions
with the counterpart database in
Guangdong.
For individuals who have no
access to smart devices, the Social
Welfare Bureau (IAS), in association with social service entities,
will provide Health Code access
and printing services at about 110
service points.
The full list of service points
will be uploaded on the IAS website when ready.

‘MGM Awakening Lion’ postponed due to pandemic
HONEY TSANG

M

GM China Holdings Ltd’s ethnic dance
drama show titled “MGM
Awakening Lion” has been
postponed for three months from July to October
due to the resurgence of
the Covid-19 pandemic in
the Guangdong province,
the group stated in a release
yesterday.
According to the statement, the rearrangement
was made taking into account the “recent epidemic
situation in neighboring
areas.” The move, MGM
added, is intended to fall in
line with “the anti-epidemic
control measures by the
Macau SAR government.”

The debut of the group’s
residency show, originally
slated to kick off in the
MGM Theater at MGM Cotai from July 8 to 13, is now
rescheduled to October 5 to
10 this year.
“We apologize for any inconvenience caused by the
postponement of this performance. We look forward
to bringing you a spectacular show that pays homage to the classic cultural
performance of the Greater
Bay Area this coming October,” MGM stated.
The “MGM Awakening
Lion” is an adaptation of
the award-winning Chinese dance drama “Awakening Lion,” presented by
the Guangzhou Song and

Dance Theatre.
The main intention
behind bringing the show
to Macau is to “pass on the
Lingnan heritage,” and
“deepen the exchanges of
cultural tourism in the Greater Bay Area (GBA),” Pansy
Ho, co-chairperson and
executive director of MGM
said earlier at the launching
ceremony of the show.
The show is filled with a
plethora of Chinese traditional cultures, including
lion dance, Southern Fist
(Nanquan), dance performance, folk cultures, yet
is also accentuated with
modern and cinematic elements to appeal to the young audience.
It is the lead-off event of

MGM’s visionary art project
titled “MGM Lion IP (Intellectual Property),” featuring
a collection of artistic tourist offerings across multiple genres and mediums —
which the group has vowed
to capitalize upon to help
propel Macau towards becoming a premier “cultural
city destination.”
In an earlier interview
with the Times, Catarina
Lio, vice president of Brand
Marketing of MGM emphasized that “MGM Lion IP” is
an “ongoing development,”
through which MGM will
collaborate with the Mainland and local artists to launch a series of art projects,
including a quasi-fashion
show event.
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Scoot’s
mismanagement
upsets returning
passengers
Sara Ng, manager of local
travel agency Sincerity
travel, told the Times
yesterday that Scoot
Airlines has been constantly
changing the flight
schedules to Macau. These
flights, part of a signed
deal with the Macau SAR
government, are designated
to send the overseas Macau
residents home via Scoot’s
jets in Singapore. The two
weekly scheduled flights
from Singapore to Macau
take off every Tuesday and
Friday. However, Ng said that
Scoot has been repeatedly
changing the departure time
for Tuesday’s flight, leaving
many would-be returnees
disgruntled, as the changed
schedule made it impossible
to catch the transit flight in
Singapore.

Patuá Theatre, Macanese gastronomy
newly listed in Intangible
Cultural Heritage of China
RENATO MARQUES

M

ACAU’S
Patuá-language Theatre
has been included
among the distinguished list of cultural artefacts
on the Intangible Cultural Heritage of the People’s Republic of
China, the Times learned from
the leader of the local patuá-language theatre group “Doci
Papiaçám Di Macau,” Miguel de
Senna Fernandes.
According to Senna Fernandes, the news of the listing broke
yesterday, with their entry published in the listing of the official Intangible Cultural Heritage website under serial number
1425 and officially confirmed to
Senna Fernandes by the Cultural
Affairs Bureau (IC).
For their leader, the listing is
a well-deserved culmination of
the group’s efforts in bringing
back and keeping alive this local
ancient tradition for nearly 28
years.
“It’s with pride that we witness
solid teamwork, matured over
years of experience and wisdom,
so that our Theater has [developed] its unique characteristics.
Above all, we did this difficult art
of being with humor, which only
the work of one solid team made
possible. Winds and storms were
in the end good in this difficult
task of making people laugh,”

said Senna Fernandes acknowledging the accolade. “Years of
resilience, work, creativity and
stubbornness in the middle of
tears and laughs, anger and joy,
we can now say out loud: Pódi!
[We did it!].”
Explaining to the Times the
importance of the honor, Senna Fernandes highlighted how
“[its importance] to the culture
[is that] patuá-language theatre
does not exist without the patuá-language, it’s the creole [language] that makes the theatre
what it is and what it achieves.”
In a message of thanks sent
to all those involved in the productions and performances
presented yearly as part of the
Macau Arts Festival program,
Senna Fernandes gave special
thanks to: the IC; the former IC
president Guilherme, Ung Vai
Meng; former Executive Committee Spokesperson, Leong Heng
Teng; and University of Macau
scholar and linguist, Mário Pinharanda Nunes.
Another addition to the National Intangible Heritage list
was the art of Macanese gastronomy.
This was also remarked by
Senna Fernandes, who noted
that the acknowledgment of traditional Macanese gastronomy
in the listing comes as a double-victory for the whole community.

MORE RESPONSIBILITIES,
NEW PROJECTS
To the Times, Senna Fernandes
also noted that along with the honor of seeing the work recognized
and climbing to a new status there
come increasing responsibilities.
“Now we are the guardians of
this new status and we are going
to have more responsibilities besides the selfless persistence [in
promoting the language],” he said.
He went on to outline how those
new responsibilities will manifest
in new projects and ways of promoting patuá.
“There is an old idea that we
have had for some time already;
that is, the publication of all our
theatre plays. We have around
30 play scripts, so this is going to
be hard work — but it is very important in the preservation and
spread of the language. It’s a quite
ambitious step but that will have
to be given.”
Senna Fernandes added that
in 2023, the group will reach the
milestone of 30 years of activity,
making this a good time to put out
“at least a part of the publications.”
Senna Fernandes noted that
workshops and other activities
involving the language will eventually come up and would have to
move forward now, passing from
just ideas and ambitions to reality.
For this new task of promoting
the patuá-language theatre, the
leader of Doci Papiaçám Di Ma-

cau said that he hopes to count on
other people and other groups.
“Patuá-language theatre and
Doci [Papiaçám Di Macau] are different things, we don’t own the language and I would be more than
happy if more groups appear and
the theatre [scene] would bloom.”
FOLK CULTURE, RITUALS
AND LOCAL BELIEFS
The last of the three local items
to be included in the fifth batch of
listings in the National Intangible
Cultural Heritage yesterday is related to the local folk culture; namely the rituals and beliefs related
to the God of Earth (God Tou Tei).
According to a statement by the
IC, the inclusion is in recognition
of the faith of local people for the
protection of Tou Tei that has lasted for hundreds of years.
This worship can be seen in
many ways, but mostly through
the traditional festivals to celebrate the god that are held in small
neighborhoods and local communities.
The IC also noted that the folk
culture has a significant role in the
residents’ sense of identity and
belonging, as well as being an important manifestation of the inheritance of traditional Chinese folk
culture in Macau.
With the new three inclusions,
Macau sees the number of items
listed as a National Heritage raised
to a total of 11.

Macau and
Cambodia ink
agreement to
eliminate double
taxation
Macau inked a treaty with
Cambodia to jointly scrap
double taxation agreements,
facilitating business and
investment flow between
the two economies. The
move aims to avoid taxing
the same taxpayer’s assets
and income twice. The scope
ranges from supplementary
income tax, occupational tax
and housing tax of Macau,
and profit tax and wage tax of
Cambodia. In addition, both
parties also laid down a set of
reciprocity measures. Macau
pledges to continue forging
tighter business ties with
the Portuguese-speaking
countries and countries
along the “Belt and Road.”

Macau &
Mainland
Universities
collaborate
to nurture
nursing talent
The Macau Polytechnic
Institute and the Medical
Department of the
Peking University inked a
collaboration agreement
on June 8 to co-cultivate
nursing talents. The
institutes also launched
their joint Nursing College
at Peking University on the
same day. Secretary for
Social Affairs and Culture
Ao Ieong U, who attended
the opening ceremony,
stated that the academic
partnership would help
nurture local nursing talents
to meet the city’s demand
for varied medical services.
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TIKTOK

C

HINA’S Ministry of
Commerce said yesterday that a U.S. move to
revoke the Trump administration’s executive orders
intended to ban apps like
TikTok and WeChat was a
“positive step,” amid strained relations between the
two countries.
“We hope that the US will
treat Chinese companies
fairly and avoid politicizing
economic and trade issues,”
ministry spokesperson Gao
Feng said at a regular news
briefing Thursday.
Gao said the U.S. move
to revoke previous government actions against apps
such as TikTok and WeChat
was a “positive step in the
right direction.”
The White House earlier
yesterday [Macau time] revoked some blanket-style
orders made under former
President Donald Trump
against Chinese apps including the messenging app
WeChat, short video app
TikTok and the Alipay payments app. A new executive
ad

AP PHOTO

Beijing says US revoking of
Chinese apps ban a ‘positive step’

order from President Joe
Biden said the U.S. would
conduct an “evidence-ba-

sed” analysis of transactions involving apps that
are created, supplied or

controlled by China.
China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs reiterated at
a daily news briefing that
China will continue to defend its interests. It urged
the U.S. “to stop generalizing the concept of national security and abusing
state power to
suppress Chinese technology
enterprises.”
Courts blocked the Trump
administration’s
efforts last year
to ban TikTok
and
WeChat,
but the Committee on Foreign
Investment in the United
States (CFIUS) is still conducting a national-security
review of TikTok.
The Biden administration’s stance reflects concern that users’ personal
data could be exposed by
popular apps tied to China
if the ruling Communist
Party pressures companies
to share data.
The administration said
in February that it was replacing Trump’s approach with a more targeted
strategy. It has not actually
weighed in yet on whether
TikTok and other apps pose
a danger to Americans.
A senior administration
official said that the Trump
actions weren’t “always implemented in the soundest

fashion.” The aim of the review is to set clear criteria
to evaluate specific data security and privacy risks for
each app, he said.
That could lead to a
range of potential future
actions on an app-by-app
basis.

vices pose a security threat.
Relations between Beijing and Washington remain testy, with each side
having imposed sanctions
including tariffs on each
others’ exports.
China’s legislature passed legislation yesterday
laying down the legal basis
for retaliation against foreign sanctions over issues
such as Hong Kong and the
northwestern region of Xinjiang, where China is accused of curtailing freedoms
and committing human
rights abuses. No specific
measures were included in
the anti-sanctions law.
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin said
the law aimed to “resolutely
safeguard national sovereignty, dignity and core interests and oppose Western
hegemonism and power
politics.” and to “provide legal support and guarantees
for the country to counter
discriminatory measures
by a foreign country in accordance with the law.”
Wang lashed out over
calls from Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin for greater attention to China’s
growing military power,
accusing Washington of
“playing the China card”
as a pretext for increasing
U.S. military spending and
seeking to “contain China.”
He also protested Japanese Prime Minister
Prime Minister Yoshihide
Suga’s reference to Taiwan
as a country during a parliamentary
debate Wednesday. China
considers the
self-governing
island democracy as its own
territory and is
quick to chastise anyone or
any company
that refers to it
as a country.
Suga made a passing
reference to Taiwan, New
Zealand and Australia while
answering a question about
pandemic measures, and
then referred to them as
“three countries.”
Wang said the comment violated Japan’s “solemn promise to not regard
Taiwan as a country.”
“We strongly deplore
Japan’s erroneous remarks
and have lodged solemn
complaints with Japan,
demanding that Japan immediately make clear clarifications to eliminate the
adverse effects caused by
relevant remarks, and to
ensure that such situations
will not happen again,”
Wang said. MDT/AP

The White House
revoked some
blanket-style orders
made under former
President Trump
against Chinese apps
“We want to take a tailored, tough approach here,”
he said.
CFIUS had set deadlines
for TikTok to divest its U.S.
operations, but such a sale
has not happened.
Last week, the Biden
administration
expanded a list of Chinese companies on a blacklist from
the Trump era purported
to have links to Chinese
military and surveillance.
American companies and
individuals cannot invest in
these companies, which include telecommunications
gear supplier Huawei and
Chinese oil company China
National Offshore Oil Corp.
Chinese officials and
companies have denied
that their products and ser-
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Professor noted ties
to China in reports

A

University of Tennessee professor charged with hiding
his relationship with a Chinese
university to get research grants
from a federal agency filed multiple reports with the school detailing his ties, according to court
testimony.
Anming Hu is standing trial
this week in Knoxville. He’s accused of intentionally hiding his ties
to a Chinese university so he could get grant funding from NASA.
According
to
testimony
Tuesday, Hu filed reports at the
university listing his work with
Chinese students and links to
research papers listing his status
as a professor at both UT and the
Beijing University of Technology in China, the Knoxville News
Sentinel reported. Officials at
the University of Tennessee also
assured NASA that none of its faculty members were in violation
of the federal law that prevents it
from funding or giving grant money Chinese-owned companies
or universities.
Hu was charged in February
2020 with wire fraud and making
false statements. According to his
indictment, as the University of

Tennessee was preparing a proposal on Hu’s behalf for a NASA-funded project, Hu provided false assurances to the school that
he was not part of any business
collaboration involving China.
The charges are part of a
broader Justice Department
crackdown against university researchers who conceal their ties
to Chinese institutions. The so-called China Initiative was launched in 2018 by President Donald
Trump’s administration to identify priority trade secret cases and
focus resources on them.
Federal officials have asserted
that Beijing is intent on stealing
intellectual property from America’s colleges and universities,
and have actively been warning
schools to be on alert against espionage attempts. Hu is not charged with espionage.
UT Provost John Zomchick
testified Tuesday that he had
personally reviewed information
submitted by Hu that included
several reference letters citing
the professor’s work with Chinese students and Chinese researchers and his affiliation with the
Beijing university. MDT/AP

Rocket on pad, China
ready to send first
crew to space station

T

HE rocket that will send
the first crew members
to live on China’s new orbiting space station has
been moved onto the launch pad
ahead of its planned blastoff next
week.
The three astronauts plan to
spend three months on the space
station, far exceeding the length
of any previous Chinese mission.
They will perform spacewalks,
construction and maintenance
work and carry out science experiments.
The main section of the Tianhe,
or Heavenly Harmony, station was
launched into orbit on April 29.
Cargo spacecraft sent up last month carried fuel, food and equipment to the station in preparation
for the crewed mission.
The Long March-2F Y12 rocket
carrying the Shenzhou-12 spaceship was transferred to the launch pad at the Jiuquan Satellite

AP PHOTO

TESTIMONY

Launch Center in northwest China
on Wednesday, the China Manned
Space Engineering Office said in a
brief statement. Its tentative launch date is next Wednesday.
The space agency plans a total
of 11 launches through the end of
next year to deliver two laboratory
modules to expand the 70-ton station, along with supplies and crew

members. Next week’s launch will
be the third of those, and the first of
the four crewed missions planned.
Another cargo mission is planned for September, shortly after
which a replacement crew will
be sent up, according to reports.
The station’s other two modules
are expected to be launched next
year. MDT/AP
ad
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El Salvador makes
Bitcoin legal tender

E

L Salvador’s Legislative Assembly has
approved legislation
making the cryptocurrency Bitcoin legal tender
in the country, the first nation
to do so, just days after President Nayib Bukele made the
proposal at a Bitcoin conference.
The digital currency, originally created to be money out of the control of
governments, can be used
in any transaction and any
business will have to accept
payment in Bitcoin, with the
exception of those lacking
the technology to do so. The
U.S. dollar will also continue
to be El Salvador’s currency
and no one will be forced to
pay in Bitcoin, according to
the legislation approved late
Tuesday.
“Every restaurant, every
barber shop, every bank....
everything can be paid in
U.S. dollars or Bitcoin and
nobody can refuse payment,”
Bukele said in an hour-long
social media hangout with
thousands of U.S.-based Bitcoiners as the bill was being
debated Tuesday night in El
Salvador’s congress.
The exchange rate between the two currencies
will be established by the
market and all prices will be
able to be expressed in Bitcoin — though for accounting purposes, the dollar will
continue to be the currency
of reference.
The government will promote training for people to
be able to carry out transactions using Bitcoin, which
has been used for people
trading in black markets to
avoid government oversight.
The Economy Ministry
noted that 70% of Salvadorans do not have access to
traditional financial services and it said the country

“needs to authorize the circulation of a digital currency
who value exclusively follows
free market criteria” to stimulate growth.
“The Bitcoin law is ambitious, but simple,” Bukele
said on Twitter. “Furthermore it is well structured to
have zero risk for those who
do not want to take risks. The
government will guarantee
the convertibility to the exact
value in dollars at the moment of the transaction.”
The law would create
mechanisms to help Salvadoarans, especially small
businesses, quickly convert
payments they receive in Bitcoins into dollars -- helping
them avoid the risk of the
value plummeting, as it had
in recent days
The legislation established a government fund
that will guarantee the automatic convertibility to
dollars.
“They have to take the Bitcoin, but they don’t have to
take the risk,” Bukele said.
“We might earn some money or we might lose some
money, but it doesn’t matter.
The purpose of the trust fund
is not to make money but to
support making Bitcoin a legal tender.”
That $150 million fund
was the aspect of the legislation drawing immediate
attention.
“I don’t know how they’re
going to sustain this trust,
because if they have all these bitcoins coming in and all
these dollars coming out for
the Bitcoins, because they’ll
be freely interchangeable between the two, that’s
going to be a way to clean
dirty bitcoins,” said David
Gerard, author of “Attack of
the 50 Foot Blockchain.” Without very rigid controls on
Bitcoin movements and full

know-your-customer rules,
“they’re going to be a laundromat for money.”
Additionally, Bukele said
that anyone who invests
three Bitcoin in El Salvador—
currently about $105,000—
will be entitled to permanent
residency.
Bukele said he would discuss his plans with the International Monetary Fund on
Thursday. He denied that the
move was an attempt to de-dollarize the economy.
“The objectives of having
the U.S. dollar as legal tender are replicated on steroids
with Bitcoin,” he said. “It’s
going to help having both
currencies as legal tender.”
The law will take effect 90
days after its official publication. The Central Bank and
financial system regulators
will publish the implementing rules in the interim.
Bukele’s New Ideas party
holds a supermajority in the
new congress seated May 1.
On its first day it ousted the
justices of the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme
Court and then replaced the
Attorney General, leading
to concerns from the United States and others about
Bukele’s concentration of
power.
Other countries in the region, including Venezuela
and the Bahamas, have introduced digital currencies,
though none had adopted
the original cryptocurrency,
Bitcoin, itself.
Bitcoin, intended as an
alternative to government-backed money, is based
largely on complex math,
data-scrambling cryptography — thus the term “cryptocurrency” — lots of processing power and a distributed global ledger called the
blockchain, which records
all transactions. No central

bank or other institution has
any say in its value, which is
set entirely by people trading
Bitcoins and which has wobbled wildly over time.
Bitcoin and other popular
digital currencies, including
Ethereum and Dogecoin, all
rose on Wednesday according to the tracking site Coindesk. Bitcoin, which climbed
above $60,000 early this year,
was up 10% to $36,050.
Carlos Carcach, a profesor at El Salvador’s Superior
School of Economics and
Business, argued that adoption of Bitcoin as legal tender
“is not necessary, nor convenient,” though he added,
“as long as there is someone
who accepts payment with
Bitcoin, the same as they accept dollars, there wouldn’t
be problems.”
He noted that Bitcoin is
extremely volatile, so investors “run the risk of becoming
rich and the next day being
poor.”
Opposition lawmaker Rodrigo Ávila of the conservative Arena party complained
that the legislation was not
sufficiently discussed by the
Legislative Assembly before
passage. There was no testimony from economic or
cybercrime experts.
U.S. officials have said
Bitcoin was used to pay the
ransom in the cyberattack of
Colonial Pipeline that caused
the operator of the nation’s
largest fuel pipeline to halt its
operations last month.
El Salvador’s move rekindled memories of the Nov. 30,
2000, decision to dollarize El
Salvador’s economy, an action taken in the middle of
the night by the Arena-controlled congress.
El Salvador received some
$6 billion in remittances from
Salvadorans living abroad
last year, about 16% of the
country’s gross domestic product. Bukele has said Bitcoin
could eliminate the costs of
sending that money home.
“This is not something
for rich people only. It’s for
everybody,” said the 39-year-old Bukele, who waxed philosophically about the power
of cryptocurrency to loosen
the control of central banks
and empower young entrepreneurs.
“We build our own future. So why do we have to resign ourselves to a dystopic
future?” he said, adding that
he’s enjoying the moment
without fully understanding
the shift in international finance his tiny homeland
may have triggered. “This
will be a huge gamechanger
not for El Salvador but for
the world. It’s beautiful to
be part of a huge change in
humanity.” MDT/AP

this day in history
1959 Hovercraft marks
new era in transport

A revolutionary new form of transport which can
operate on sea and land has been officially launched
in the Solent, off England’s south coast.
The Hovercraft, which has been described as a
cross between an aircraft, a boat and a land vehicle,
was invented by boat-builder Christopher Cockerell.
Dubbed a “man-made flying saucer”, the hovercraft is propelled on a cushion of air created by its own
fan power.
It therefore hovers just above the waves at sea and
avoids any irregular surfaces on land.
Christopher Cockerell, from Lowestoft, began
working on a hovercraft model in the mid-1950s.
He said he first came up with the idea when he was
thinking how to make a boat go faster by reducing
the amount of friction caused when it travels through the water.
He first tested the ‘hover’ theory using a cat food
tin inside a coffee tin, with an industrial air blower
and a pair of kitchen scales.
In 1955 he convinced the Ministry of Supply to back
him but he was not able to commercially develop the
product immediately as his idea had been placed on
the government’s secret list because of its potential
benefits to the military.
In 1959 Cockerell managed to get his idea removed
from the secret list and formed the Hovercraft Development Company Ltd.
He obtained funding from the National Research
Development Council of £150,000 to develop the
project.
A contract to build the first Hovercraft was awarded to Saunders Roe, the flying boat firm at Cowes,
at the beginning of this year.
The SRN-1, an experimental model, is 29 feet long
and 24 feet wide and weighs 6,600lb.
Following today’s launch of the SRN-1 hovercraft in the Solent, Saunders Roe announced it is now
planning a prototype up to ten times as big and weighing 40 tons.
The hovercraft, which has controls very similar
to those in a helicopter, can reach speeds of up to
25-knots and it is hoped that at some stage in the
future it will be able to cross the English Channel in
as little as 20 minutes.
Courtesy BBC News

In

context

Sir Christopher Cockerell died on 1 June 1999.
Within weeks of its launch the Hovercraft crossed the English Channel from Calais to Dover. On 26 July it left Calais
at 4.49am and arrived in Dover at 6.45am.
Since then more than 80 million people and 12 million cars
have crossed the channel by hovercraft. The cross-channel service was stopped in October 2000 due to increased
competition from ferries and the channel tunnel
The use of an air cushion to speed ships was considered as
early as the 18th century.
Sir John Thornycroft got as far as patenting an early design
in the mid 1870s but engines that produced enough power
to make hovercrafts practical were not available until this
century.
Hovercrafts are still widely used in areas where land surface
is uneven or sea levels low.
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

YOUR STARS

Aries

Taurus

Mar. 21-Apr. 19

Apr. 20-May. 20

Aren’t you curious to know what
that is? Give them some but not
all of your time. Make it clear
that you have boundaries that
you have no intention of crossing
for them, at least not yet.

Call a spade a spade. People
will respect your honesty and
give you more responsibility
because of it. If someone is
bragging a bit too much, tell
them not to be so pompous.

Gemini

Cancer

May. 21-Jun. 21

Jun. 22-Jul. 22

Whether or not you have a good
day totally depends on your
attitude this morning. If you’re
feeling up for a challenge, then
you’re going to be well pleased
with how the day unfolds.

Be wary of extravagant gifts
from co-workers or casual
acquaintances. They could
be giving you something with
the expectation that they’ll be
getting something in return.

Leo

Virgo

Jul. 23-Aug. 22

Aug. 23-Sep. 22

It will be surprisingly simple
to do, and it will give you one
more achievement to celebrate.
Ask around and you’ll find out
that a few of your friends have
something to celebrate too!

Your growing confidence is helping
you impress all the right people
now, but too much action might
cause you to get overwhelmed all
over again. Do yourself a favor and
scale back on your plans for the day.

Libra

Easy

Easy+

Sep.23-Oct. 22

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Your ego is growing, and that is
nothing but a good thing! Now
might be the right time to take that
risk that has intimidated you for so
long. You may finally have the faith
in yourself that you need to prevail.

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Beijing

Nov. 22-Dec. 21

Dec. 22-Jan. 19

That grouchy person who tries
to steal your parking space, the
overbearing boss who spends more
time breathing down your neck than
doing their own job, the roommate
who never cleans up their messes.

They’ll be flattered by the
attention, which will encourage
them to keep on going with this
lifestyle renovation. Don’t be
afraid to let someone know you’re
proud of them.

Medium

Hard

Feb.19-Mar. 20

This day could unfold in some
unpredictable directions, but
not knowing exactly what’s
going to happen next might be
a very good thing for you right
now.

Someone you care deeply about
has been living in a bit of a
fantasyland lately, and it’s going
to be up to you to give them the
reality check they need. It’s never
fun to burst someone’s bubble...

CROSSWORDS

DOWN: 1- Lip; 2- Dismounted; 3- Long luxuriant hair; 4- Large; 5- Gasteyer of
“Saturday Night Live”; 6- Future oak; 7- Prefix for small; 8- Narrative of heroic exploits;
9- Giggle; 10- Capital of Vietnam; 11- Dizzying designs; 12- Sleep disorder; 13- Driving
aids; 18- Cavalry weapon; 23- Seizes with
Yesterday’s solution
teeth; 24- Porridge plant; 25- Packed away;
26- Dashboard abbr.; 27- Chemical used
on trees; 28- Defense grp. since 1949; 29Great reviews; 30- ___ Maria; 33- Aggregate
of qualities that make good character; 34Fish feature; 35- Pentathlon need; 37- And
so on; 39- Aliens, for short; 41- Prior; 42Actor Vigoda; 43- Piece of music written
for a solo instrument; 44- Peke squeak;
47- Pack leader; 48- Caffeinated, slangily;
49- Isolated; 50- Thaw before takeoff; 51Deli side; 52- Final Four org.; 53- Util. bill;
54- Listen to; 55- Different; 56- Clairvoyant;
59- Original; 60- Part of TNT;

18

34

fine
cloudy

CONDITION

Harbin

17

27

Tianjin

22

28

rain

Urumqi

21

29

cloudy

Xi’an

22

29

cloudy

Lhasa

17

24

cloudy

Chengdu

24

33

rain

Chongqing

25

33

thunderstorms

Kunming

26

31

showers

Nanjing

16

24

showers

Shanghai

25

32

rain

Wuhan

24

31

rain

Hangzhou

16

27

thunderstorms

Taipei

23

33

cloudy

Guangzhou

13

30

fine

Hong Kong

20

33

fine

Moscow

15

23

thunderstorms

Frankfurt

14

24

thunderstorms

Paris

14

26

overcast

London

12

24

overcast

New York

22

30

rain

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Crossword puzzles provided by BestCrosswords.com

ACROSS 1- Brazilian ballroom dance; 6- Mornings, for short; 9- Weaned pig; 14- Actor
Delon; 15- Spy org.; 16- One of the two equal sections of a cone; 17- Songfest; 19Mindlessly stupid; 20- ___-Foy, Quebec; 21- Operatic solo; 22- Apple centers; 23- City
on the Rhine; 25- Japanese dog; 26- Zealot; 29- Charge per unit; 31- Missouri feeder;
32- Typical; 36- Can’t stand; 37- Holiday start; 38- Ready to eat; 40- A bit reddish;
43- Place for a lace; 45- Basics; 46- Names; 47- Alert, knowing; 50- Bamboozle; 51Dexterity; 52- Call for; 54- Cock and bull; 57- Vive ___!; 58- Patronage; 61- Coeur
d’___; 62- Former nuclear agcy.; 63- Clear the boards; 64- Stork, e.g.; 65- Good hole
card; 66- Electrician, at times;

MAX

WORLD

Pisces

Jan. 20-Feb. 18

MIN

CHINA

Scorpio

When it comes to making new
friends, you’re going to be
absolutely unstoppable today.
Everyone wants to be on your
team, and they won’t be shy about
letting you know it!

Aquarius

WEATHER

SUDOKU

Emergency calls 999

Taxi 28 939 939 / 2828 3283

Fire department 28 572 222

Water Supply – Report 2822 0088

PJ (Open line) 993

Telephone – Report 1000

PJ (Picket) 28 557 775

Electricity – Report 28 339 922

PSP 28 573 333

Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88
ad
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EUROPEAN CUP IS GAME

GRAHAM DUNBAR, GENEVA

Winners and losers in the
new qualifying playoffs

HUNGARY
As a fourth-place team in its
Euro 2020 qualifying group, Hungary would have been out under the old system. Instead, the
Nations League — approved by
UEFA in 2014 and first played in
2018 — fed into an entirely new
playoff format.
The Hungarians didn’t even
win their group in the third tier
of the Nations League. A runner-up finish behind Finland left the
team ranked 31st of the 55 European national teams. But the complex way of slotting teams into the
Euro 2020 playoffs pushed Hungary into the top bracket.
Hungary then won at Bulgaria
3-1 to earn a home game against
Iceland. Trailing late, Hungary leveled in the 88th minute and got
a stoppage-time winner to qualify.
Hungary, which lost to West
Germany in the 1954 World Cup
final, will now play two home games in Budapest at Euro 2020 —
against European champion Portugal and World Cup champion
France. The team will also face
Germany in Munich.
SERBIA
The Serbs would have qualified directly — as the best third-place team in qualifying — had
UEFA used the same entry sys-

North Macedonia had finished
third in its Euro 2020 qualifying
group, ahead of Slovenia. The
team likely could have been in the
Euro 2020 playoffs even under the
old system, but its record was the
worst of the 10 third-place teams.
Instead, it entered into a knockout bracket with Kosovo, Belarus and Georgia, and qualified for
its first major tournament.

tem as it did for Euro 2016, which
was the first as a 24-team tournament.
Instead, Serbia has the summer off after losing a penalty
shootout to Scotland — another
Euro 2020 host that qualified but
could have been excluded under
the previous qualifying system.
GREECE
Greece was another team that
was hurt by the new system.
The 2004 European champions were third in their Euro
2020 qualifying group but missed
the playoffs because of their low
ranking in the Nations League.

NORTH MACEDONIA
The biggest quirk of the Nations League was guaranteeing a

Euro 2020 place to a small nation
through a playoff bracket reserved
for fourth-tier nations.

Weekend of Games
Date

Time

Home

Away

City

ODDS

Jun 12

3:00

Turkey

Italy

Rome

H 9, D 3.95, A 1.55

Sat

Jun 12

21:00

Wales

Switzerland

Baku

H 4.2, D 3.15, A 2.25

Sun

Jun 13

0:00

Denmark

Finland

Copenhagen

H 1.47, D 4.35, A 10

Sun

Jun 13

3:00

Belgium

Russia

St Petersburg

H 1.78, D 3.8, A 5.5

Sun

Jun 13

21:00

England

Croatia

London

H 1.8, D 3.84, A 6.2

Mon

Jun 14

0:00

Austria

North Macedonia

Bucharest

H 1.74, D 3.65, A 6.6

Mon

Jun 14

3:00

Netherlands

Ukraine

Amsterdam

H 1.7, D 3.7, A 6.8

Mon

Jun 14

21:00

Scotland

Czech Republic

Glasgow

H 3, D 3.05, A 2.88
ODDSCHECKER.COM

Ronaldo scores as Portugal beats
Israel 4-0 in final warm-up
RISTIANO
Ronaldo
scored to lead Portugal
to a 4-0 win over Israel in its
final warm-up match before defending its European
Championship title.
Ronaldo scored in the
44th minute to take his
international tally to 104
goals. He will enter Euro
2020 five goals away from
tying the all-time scoring
record for a men’s national
team. The record is held by
former Iran striker Ali Daei,
the only other male soccer

player to surpass the 100goal milestone.
Bruno Fernandes and
João Cancelo also scored
for Portugal, which was coming off a 0-0 draw at Spain
in its first warm-up match
last week.
Ronaldo missed a few
good chances before finally
finding the net with a left-footed shot from inside
the area at the José Alvalade Stadium. His goal came
two minutes after Fernandes had opened the scoring

MDT/AP

Sat

WARM-UP

C

SCOTLAND
Scotland, which last played in
a major tournament at the 2018
World Cup, ended its qualifying
group with one of the worst records among third-place teams.
But the Scots won their third-tier
Nations League group in 2018,
and earned a spot in the playoffs.
The third-tier playoff bracket
was unusually strong but Scotland
got lucky by avoiding both Serbia
and a Norway team led by Erling
Haaland.
After getting past Israel on penalties after a 0-0 draw, Scotland
produced one of its best performances in years to beat Serbia in
another shootout after a 1-1 draw
in an empty stadium in Belgrade.

Macau Time

with a low shot from near
the penalty spot after a pass
by Cancelo, who added to
the lead with a nice low
strike into the corner in the
86th.
Fernandes scored his second goal by hitting the top
corner with a shot from outside the area in stoppage
time.
Portugal coach Fernando Santos started with Fernandes, Bernardo Silva and
Diogo Jota playing alongside Ronaldo, who was subs-

tituted in the 72nd. João
Félix was not included in
the match squad. Pepe and
Rúben Dias led the defense.
Portugal will play Euro
2020 in a difficult Group F
that also includes Germany,
France and Hungary. It will
open against Hungary on
Tuesday in Budapest. It then
faces Germany on June 19
and France on June 23.
Portugal won its first European title by beating host
France in the final at Euro
2016. MDT/AP

AP PHOTO

ELLO Hungary, goodbye
Greece and sorry Serbia.
The new qualifying system for
the European Championship produced some surprising winners
and some hard-luck losers.
The Euro 2020 playoffs included 16 teams instead of eight,
playing in four brackets. They
offered some mid-ranked teams
a second chance and four low-ranked nations their best-ever
shot of playing at a major tournament. North Macedonia — the
lowest-ranked team at Euro 2020
at No. 62 — took that prize.

AP PHOTO
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TOP 100+ ASIA RESTAURANTS 2021

O

PINIONATED About Dining (OAD) revealed the Top 100+ Asia Restaurants
of 2020, as voted by an expert membership
of the world’s most discerning palates and
trusted connoisseurs. This year, a new category for Top 100+ Casual Asia Restaurants of 2021 has been added to bring a new
range of casual and budget-friendly contenders for the judges’ consideration.
Topping the coveted list of the region’s
highest-rated culinary contenders in
1st place for the third year running is Ultra-Violet by Paul Pairet, a single-table experimental restaurant in Shanghai, China, that
unites creative cuisine with multi-sensory
technology. The immersive dining experience is the first of its kind, and since opening in 2012, French chef Pairet has continually challenged diners’ preconceived
notions of taste and cuisine.
Continuing its rise on the list in 2nd place is Zén – Frantzen by feted Swedish chef
Bjorn Frantzen, which is led by Executive
Chef Tristan Farmer in Singapore. Occupying a three-story shophouse on Bukit
Pasoh Road, the restaurant serves modern
creative Nordic cuisine inspired by Japanese kaiseki, sourcing regional produce
from the likes of Japan and organic farms
in Hong Kong.

In 3rd place is Sorn by Supaksorn “Ice”
Jongsiri in Bangkok, Thailand. Set within
an old, reconstructed house, the sophisticated cuisine at Sorn is inspired by the
chef’s southern Thai upbringing, fusing vibrant native ingredients with the revival of
long-lost recipes and techniques.
With a legacy of over 20 years, the highly
celebrated Xin Rong Ji in Shanghai, China
breaks the top 5 list at 4th place. Located
within a secluded heritage mansion on
Nanyang Road, Xin Rong Ji famously serves a wide range of traditional Chinese regional dishes with a focus on seafood.
In 5th place is Mosu, the contemporary
Korean fine dining restaurant by Sung Anh
taking Seoul by storm. The chef prides
himself on highlighting the subtle nuances
of seasonal produce, with a notable signature dish being a single crisp piece of dehydrated burdock bark brushed with syrup.
Set at the breathtaking pinnacle of
Grand Lisboa Hotel in Macau, French
gastronomic institution, Robuchon Au
Dôme by Julien Tongourian claims the
6th ranking on this year’s OAD Asia Top
100+ list. The late Joël Robuchon’s Macau
outpost boasts quintessential French fine
dining and one of the best wine menus in
Asia.

TASTE OF EDESIA

Painter’s
Afternoon Tea
IRENE SAM, MDT

T

HE Painter’s Afternoon Tea
set 2.0 returns to Mandarin
Oriental Macau’s Vida Rica Bar.
Curated by Executive Pastry Chef
Sebastien Bernis and Chef de Cuisine Marco De Boni, this delectable sweet and savoury masterpiece
is complemented with beverages
or tea.

Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu, MDT

The Peak 1510 Metres Sand
2021-06-11 | Fri | 19:05

I

was not shocked to watch Off The Bench win his race on May 28, if one looked
carefully at his preps he was on fire and developing his form through his morning
work outs step by step. If one followed his form on paper, no one would even consider to put him in any exotics let alone on each way bets. This Friday his trainers again
entered him in a race with similar conditions in 1510 metres sand, they also engaged
W.H Lao to ride him, there is no reason to doubt that he could not run well in this
race. Looking at his last race it appears that Off The Bench still has plenty left in the
tank, the turn around of the 13 lbs would not bother him at all. He can continue his
good form this Friday and hopefully we will see him in the winning enclosure again
with his connection there. Off The Bench is my solid each way bets this weekend.

Race 1 Horse no. 7 OFF THE BENCH Win & Place bets

Chefs create the masterpiece
with ingredients and condiments
right on the table directly in front
of guest instead of serving the tea
set on a typical tiered stand. Highlights on the menu include Summer
Delight- an array of Strawberry
Inspiration, Fresh Berries, Vanilla
Chiffon and Marshmallow, as well
as Curry Chicken Sandwich with
Dill Cream Cheese.

Germany starts rolling out a
digital EU vaccination pass

OPINION

China Daily

Germany yesterday started rolling out a digital vaccination pass
that can be used across Europe as the continent gets ready for the
key summer travel season.
The country’s health minister said starting this week vaccination
centers, doctors practices and pharmacies will gradually start giving out digital passes to fully vaccinated people. The CovPass will
let users download proof of their coronavirus vaccination status
onto a smartphone app, allowing them easy access to restaurants,
museums or other venues that require proof of immunization.

the

BUZZ

The vaccination passport should be available to everyone in
Germany who is fully vaccinated by the end of this month, Health
Minister Jens Spahn said.
“The goal is that this certificate can also be used in Helsinki,
Amsterdam or Mallorca,” Spahn told reporters in Berlin.
People who have already been fully vaccinated in recent weeks
will either get a letter with a QR-code they can scan with their
phones, or they can contact their doctors or pharmacies to retroactively get the digital pass.

Editorial, China Daily

H

ONG Kong will allow
children age 12 and
above to receive the Pfizer coronavirus vaccine
as it seeks to boost immunization rates in the city.
Government officials
said yesterday they will
offer the vaccine to about
240,000 children from 12
to 15 years old starting today, joining other countries that have started
vaccinating children.
The move comes as
Hong Kong is urging its
7.5 million population to
get inoculated. Since its
vaccination drive began
in late February, just over
15% of the population has
been fully vaccinated.
The city has seen widespread vaccine hesitancy due to a mistrust of
the government and outsized fears of side effects
after several people died
following
inoculations,
despite a determination
that the deaths were not
directly related to the
vaccine.
“The government attaches high importance
to getting adolescents
and students vaccinated,
and it is the government’s
hope that more students,
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Iraq Multiple rockets
targeted two Iraqi military
bases hosting U.S.-led
coalition troops and
foreign contractors, Iraqi
security officials and
the military said. Three
rockets hit Balad airbase,
north of Baghdad, without
causing any casualties or
damage, an Iraqi military
statement said. The
base housed foreign
contractors.

parents and teachers will
be vaccinated,” said Secretary for the Civil Service Patrick Nip.
Since they are below
18, children must obtain
parental approval before
they can be vaccinated.
Health minister Sophia
Chan urged parents to let
their children get vaccinated to “help them to go
back to school for their
normal lives as soon as
possible.” Students in kindergarten through secondary school are currently
attending only half-day
classes as part of preventive measures during the
pandemic.
The semi-autonomous
Chinese city is offering the
Pfizer vaccine — better
known as BioNTech in the
city — and the Chinese-made Sinovac vaccine.

MOMENT

Hong Kong officials
say those wanting to receive the Pfizer vaccine
must do so by the end of
August before the doses
expire, and that vaccination centers administering the Pfizer vaccine
will cease operations in
September.
The private sector is offering a slew of incentives
to encourage people to get
vaccinated.
Companies
are offering gold bars,
a Tesla car and even an
apartment in lucky draws
open to vaccinated residents.
Hong Kong ended a
6-week streak with no local
infections last week when
a 17-year-old girl tested
positive despite having no
travel history. Her mother
and sister later also tested
positive. MDT/AP
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Bahrain Hundreds have
held a rare protest over
the death of a prisoner
from the coronavirus
despite being vaccinated
months earlier by the
island kingdom. The
demonstration saw
protesters march in the
streets of the village
of Diah over the death
earlier in the day of
Husain Barakat. Videos
of the protest saw those
marching shout that they
held King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa responsible for
Barakat’s death over poor
care.
Switzerland’s foreign
ministry says an 18thcentury manor house in
the middle of a public park
with lakeside views will
host the summit between
U.S. President Joe Biden
and Russian President
Vladimir Putin in Geneva
next week. Geneva’s
Parc de la Grange, which
includes the Villa La
Grange as its centerpiece
structure, was shut for
public access for 10 days
by Swiss authorities, who
did not specify the reason
before yesterday.
AP PHOTO

US President Joe Biden recently ordered
intelligence officials to conduct an intensive 90-day probe to reinvestigate the
possibility of the origin of the COVID-19
pandemic being a leak from a laboratory.
The real purpose of the probe is to stigmatize China and pin the blame for the novel
coronavirus outbreak on China’s virology
lab in Wuhan.
It is absurd that the US intelligence community, which concocted the “weapons of
mass destruction” ploy to justify the invasion of Iraq, should be entrusted with this
task.
It is a politically motivated move that will
only further disrupt international cooperation in the global fight against the novel
coronavirus.
We do not need an expert on infectious
diseases to tell us that even though China was the first country to report the outbreak to the World Health Organization,
that does not necessarily mean the virus
originated in China. Not to mention that
Washington’s move came just after The
Wall Street Journal published a report
fanning the speculation that the coronavirus might have leaked from the Wuhan
Institute of Virology ahead of US President
Joe Biden’s trip to Europe, where he hopes
to rally support for US efforts to contain
China. Even the WSJ report mentioned
that there wasn’t any evidence to support
the lab-leak theory; and the possibility has
been dismissed by the WHO.
In a research report presenting the findings of a team of experts that conducted
a field study in Wuhan, the WHO concluded that a leak from the Chinese laboratory was “extremely unlikely” and the virus
was probably transmitted to humans from
animals.
By ordering the probe, Biden has openly
denied the conclusion of the WHO experts
and resurrected the baseless “Chinese virus” smear initiated by his predecessor.
Given the complexity and importance
of the issue of novel coronavirus origin
tracing, the world should not tolerate the
ill-motivated assumptions, fallacies and
distortions of the facts and smearing of
China’s cooperation with the WHO.
Especially since it has been reported that
some people in the United States, Spain,
France, Italy and Brazil, and many other
countries showed signs of the virus and
infections long before the outbreak was
identified in China at the end of December.
According to a US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention report, COVID-19
antibodies were detected in blood donations collected in December 2019. This
means that the virus may have already
been spreading in the US by then.
Questions are also being raised regarding
links between the US military biochemical
research base at Fort Detrick and the COVID-19 pandemic.
The attempts to stigmatize China by politicians trying to shift the blame for the
mess their countries find themselves in
will only damage global solidarity in the
fight against the virus and hinder scientific
efforts to determine its origin, which could
help to prevent a future pandemic.
Given the magnitude of this global health crisis, it is a shared responsibility of all
countries to act in an objective, science-based and cooperative manner.

Hong Kong opens
vaccine drive to children
aged 12 and older
AP PHOTO

Stigmatizing China
just another
Washington ploy

Marven, a transgender woman from the state of Oaxaca, holds colorful smoke flares during her
campaign event for a seat on Mexico City’s Congress . Marven will be participating in Sunday’s
mid-term elections that will fill the 500 seats of the lower chamber of the Congress.

Greece Widespread
strikes in Greece brought
public transport and
other services to a halt
yesterday as the country’s
largest labor unions
protested employment
reforms they argue will
make flexible workplace
changes introduced
during the pandemic
more permanent. The
24-hour protest also
disrupted public hospitals
and ferry services to the
Greek islands.

