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THE SAR GOVERNMENT RECEIVED AN 
AGGREGATE AMOUNT OF MOP15.63 BILLION IN 

GAMING TAX FROM JANUARY TO MAY THIS YEAR, 
REPRESENTING A DECLINE OF 25.7% Y-O-Y

CHINA DENOUNCED NATO STATEMENT THAT 
DECLARED BEIJING A “SECURITY CHALLENGE,” 

SAYING CHINA IS ACTUALLY A FORCE FOR PEACE 
BUT WILL DEFEND ITSELF IF THREATENED  P7 P4 P3

More on backpage

China’s government said 
yesterday no abnormal 
radiation was detected 
outside a nuclear power 
plant near Hong Kong 
following a news report 
of a leak, while Hong 
Kong’s leader said her 
administration was closely 
watching the facility. The 
operators released few 
details, but nuclear experts 
said that based on their brief 
statement, gas might be 
leaking from fuel rods inside 
the reactor in Taishan, 135 
kilometers west of Hong 
Kong. More on p7

Japanese companies have 
joined the effort to speed 
up the country’s lagging 
coronavirus vaccine rollout. 
Medical professionals 
were being inoculated 
with the Moderna vaccine 
yesterday at a WeWork 
office, an office-sharing 
company of energy and 
technology giant SoftBank.  
The company plans 15 
such sites to vaccinate 
150,000 SoftBank group 
company employees and 
their families, and another 
100,000 people living near 
the sites. 

Myanmar The trial of the 
deposed leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi entered its second 
day yesterday, with the 
prosecution presenting 
arguments that she incited 
public disorder and flouted 
coronavirus restrictions, 
part of a package of charges 
the ruling junta is seen as 
using to discredit her and 
consolidate its control. Suu 
Kyi and other members of 
her government and party 
were arrested by the military 
after the Feb. 1 coup, with 
criminal charges brought 
against some of the top 
figures on litany of charges 
that both their supporters 
and independent observers 
say are bogus.
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CENSORSHIP 
ON THE RISE 
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TAISHAN PLANT

Gov’t says power 
plant is operating 

safely, local 
advocate calls 

for transparency
 P6,7

 P3

Public broadcaster TDM has 
exerted an “unprecedently 
high” degree of censorship 
this month, an insider told 

the Times, with the removal 
of certain content from 
programs mentioning 

the June 4 vigil 
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Huang Teng San (left) and Chan Si Lam are presented with the Most Creative and Outstanding Artistic Awards respectively

John Mo Shijian
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Convicted former UM law 
professor reportedly in Saipan
JOHN Mo Shijian, for-

mer law professor at the 
University of Macau (UM), 
is reportedly in Saipan, ac-
cording to reports.

Mo, who is also a former 
dean of the UM graduate 
school, was convicted by a 
local court in January this 
year and sentenced to six 
years of imprisonment for 
committing a sexual offen-
ce against a former female 
student.

He was also orde-
red by the court to pay 
MOP100,000 to the victim 
as compensation for the 
mental harm caused to her 
by his actions.

According to a report by 

Marianas Variety, the con-
victed ex-law professor is 
now providing legal advice 
to the majority shareholder 
of Imperial Pacific Interna-
tional Holdings Ltd., Cui 
Lijie.

The company faced le-
gal proceedings regarding 
allegations of forced labor 
and human trafficking, 
according to several Grea-
ter China and global news 
outlets.

The court is allegedly 
skeptical about the ex-pro-
fessor’s expertise. 

The Macau Court of Se-
cond Instance ruled that 
Mo sexually assaulted the 
victim, who had lost cons-

ciousness and was unable 
to resist Mo’s actions at the 
time.

Although Mo, the defen-
dant, had not been charged 
for this particular crime, 
the court said it had the ri-
ght to alter the terms of the 
charge, as this violation, 
with a lower penalty, was in 
line with the previous rape 
charge against Mo.

In February 2019, the 
Court of First Instance 
acquitted Mo of the rape 
charge in the case. This 
prompted the Public Pro-
secutions Office, which 
disagreed with the verdict, 
to appeal to the Court of 
Second Instance. MDT

CESL Asia concludes event 
promoting sustainable development 
STAFF REPORTER

T
HE CESL Asia Social 
Investment Initiative’s 
(CSII) Kid’s Drawing 
Contest, themed “Our 

Sustainable City,” was recently 
concluded and has awarded 
over 30 local students who joi-
ned the contest.

From April to May, the com-
pany invited Macau studen-
ts aged 8 to 12 years old to sha-
re their creative visions of sustai-
nability.

The competition was aimed 
at encouraging children to use 
their “imagination and creativi-
ty to visualize the concept of an 
inclusive and sustainable green 
city,” and thereby raise public 
awareness on matters relating 
to sustainable city development 
and environmental protection.

António Trindade, president 
and CEO of CESL Asia, said, “We 
organized this drawing contest 
to inspire our city’s next genera-
tion to learn about sustainable 
development as we consider it 
of the highest importance [for 
our future generations to be] 
better prepared to participate in 
growing Macau’s economic and 
social sustainable future.”

“We were very happy to see in 

all the artworks the strong com-
mitment of this younger genera-
tion towards sustainability and 
the desire for a higher quality of 
life,” he added.

Consisting of executives from 
the Macau Youth Art Associa-
tion, the panel of judges unani-
mously said that this year’s en-
tries were “full of creativity and 
innovation.”

There were two champion 
awards this year: The Most Crea-
tive Award was won by Chan Si 
Lam, and the Outstanding Ar-
tistic Award was won by Huang 
Teng San. 

The silver award and bronze 
award were won by Mok Ho I 
and Chan Hio Mei respectively. 
Based on the online voting resul-
ts, the Online Popularity Award 
was won by Mak Chon Hou. 
There were 30 merit awards. 

CESL Asia Kid’s Drawing 
Contest is part of CSII and acti-
vely invests in the development 
of local talent and other acti-
vities to contribute towards 
a more sustainable and inclusi-
ve community.  

Macau Daily Times is one 
of the official media partners 
of the CESL Asia Social Invest-
ment Initiative’s Kid’s Drawing 
Contest.
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TDM exerting higher degree of 
censorship, insider confirms

GAMING

Jan-May tax down 25.7% year-on-year
HONEY TSANG 

THE Macau SAR go-
vernment received 

an aggregate amount of 
MOP15.63 billion in the 
form of tax receipts ge-
nerated from the city’s 
gaming industry from Ja-
nuary to May this year, 

representing a decline of 
25.7% year-on-year, accor-
ding to the latest statistics 
compiled by the Financial 
Services Bureau.

However, in May alo-
ne, the gaming tax reve-
nue registered MOP3.25 
billion, up only modestly 
by 1.3% from around MO-

P3.21-billion month-to-
-month.

The actual gaming tax 
during the first five mon-
ths in 2021 was a far cry 
from the government’s ear-
lier forecast of MOP50.01 
billion. 

The gaming tax reve-
nue took up around 73.6% 

of the total public current 
reveneue, which amoun-
ted to around MOP21.25 
billion, down 16.2% from 
MOP25.36 billion from the 
same period last year. 

On the other hand, the 
government recorded a 
total expenditure of arou-
nd MOP38 billion from 

January to May this year, 
up by around 17.5% from 
MOP32.4 billion year-o-
ver-year. 

The uptick in public ex-
penditure was mainly dri-
ven by an approximately 
16% expenditure increa-
se in the sub-category of 
“transfer, funding and sub-

sidies” this year, which was 
driven by the need to assist 
the public with weathering 
the economic fallout from 
the pandemic. 

Macau has one of the 
highest gaming taxation 
rates in the world, with a 
direct tax rate of 35% and 
an effective tax rate of 39% 
on gross gaming revenue, 
including various levies. 
The direct taxation alone 
is responsible for bringing 
in the bulk of government 
revenue.

STAFF REPORTER

T
DM has exerted an 
“unprecedentedly high” 
degree of censorship on 
its programs since this 

June, with the removal of certain 
content mentioning the June 4 
vigil, a credible source who is fa-
miliar with the matter and who 
wishes to stay anonymous told 
the Times yesterday. 

The source disclosed that the 
censorship by Macau’s largest 
broadcasting company has been 
“in force” and became remarka-
bly visible, beginning in the pe-
riod around June 4. This year 
marks the 32nd anniversary of 
the 1989 Tiananmen Square pro-
tests. 

According to the source, con-
tent on the June 4 vigil was re-
moved from at least two TDM 
programs, providing solid proof 
of the heightened suppression 
of press freedom exercised by 
TDM’s management. 

One of the two censored pro-
grams was the weekly talk show, 
titled Contraponto, on May 28. 
The show was aired live with 
commentators discussing the 
Public Security Police’s (PSP) de-
cision in late May to prohibit the 
Macau Union for Democratic De-
velopment (the long-term orga-
nizer for the June 4 vigil in Macau) 
from organizing the event this 
year. The ban later prompted the 
alliance to file an appeal against 
the PSP’s ban in the Court of Final 
Appeal (TUI). 

“It [Contraponto] aired every-
thing [during the first live episo-
de].” However, TDM’s manage-
ment decided to cut out some 
information related to June 4 in 
the reposted versions on TV and 
the internet, the source claimed. 

Another affected program 
was the daily Portuguese news 
program, Telejornal, on June 4. 
The source said that one piece of 
news about the New Macau As-

sociation’s reaction to the TUI’s 
decision on June 3 to dismiss the 
appeal filed by the Macau Union 
of Democratic Development, 
which included some “Tianan-
men images in 1989,” was also 
removed. 

TDM released an explanatory 
memo yesterday on its website 
to clarify their justification for 
removing the content in these 
two shows, following “an infor-
mation request” by another me-
dia agency.  

Regarding the removed con-
tent on Contraponto which was 
broadcasted before TUI gave its 
final verdict, TDM explained that 
“[as] it is not convenient to make 
any comment or provide an opi-
nion on cases where the judicial 
process is still ongoing, it was de-
cided to remove the commentary 
on a possible ruling of the Court 

of Final Appeal from the program 
Contraponto.” 

On the other hand, the content 
of Telejornal on June 4 “was remo-
ved from the final version, which 
is available online.” The reason 
for such a removal was that “this 
news item had not been previou-
sly seen by the editor, which is a 
normal procedure in any media 
platform, and the journalist didn’t 
follow the instructions which had 
been given [by] the main news 
editor.” 

“Finally, the inclusion of this 
news item would not provide any 
additional information to the au-
dience,” TDM emphasized. 

Despite the explanations by 
TDM, the source told the Times 
that these reasons provided “did 
not make any sense at all and 
are just some excuses for their 
[TDM’s] increased censorship.” 

These reasons did not add up 
as there were many TDM pro-
grams that “talked a lot about ca-
ses that are in courts [before].” 

The source also disputed the 
TDM’s motives for taking out the 
particular content on Telejornal 
on June 4, saying that “the [TDM] 
editor almost never sees the piece 
in advance. It’s been like that fore-
ver.” Besides, the New Macau As-
sociation’s reaction to the TUI’s ru-
ling is “important information” to 
the audience, the source argued. 

It had been circulated across 
some local media outlets that in 
March this year, TDM’s manage-
ment convened a meeting with 
Portuguese reporters to instruct 
them about the new reporting 
ethos and guidelines they should 
conform to. These guidelines in-
cluded the promotion of patrio-
tism, and the prohibition on dis-

seminating information against 
the politics of the Central Gover-
nment and measures enacted by 
Macau government. 

During the meeting, the ma-
nagement allegedly said that they 
would like for TDM reporters who 
did not want to comply with the 
new reporting ethos and guideli-
nes to voluntarily leave, while tho-
se who chose to stay but did not 
comply were at risk of being remo-
ved from their position, according 
to the source. 

Following the meeting, at least 
10 journalists from Radio Ma-
cau and TDM’s Portuguese TV 
channel left the public-founded 
broadcaster. All those who had 
resigned were paid full benefits in 
accordance with the labor law and 
TDM’s bylaws.

When asked about the impact 
of such increased censorship on 
society, the source stressed: “Every 
society needs ‘checks and balan-
ces.’ Journalism is not only about 
news, it’s also about scrutinizing 
the government and those in 
power. Well, if you don’t have free 
press, you don’t have a well-infor-
med society. So, if we lose this, it’s 
bad for our society.” 

Last year’s vigil was prohibi-
ted by the city’s police due to the 
pandemic. In 2021, the vigil was 
banned for the second time by 
the PSP, saying the event’s purpo-
se and slogans would breach local 
criminal laws. 

The Macau Union for Demo-
cratic Development has hosted 
the June 4 vigil every year between 
1989 and 2019. 

On June 3, the TUI rejected an 
appeal filed by the union and ru-
led that the organizers’ choice of 
political slogans used during vigils 
in previous years had violated the 
nation’s Constitution and the Ma-
cao Basic Law. 

Following the court’s ruling, 
the Hong Kong and Macau Af-
fairs Office of the State Council 
of the People’s Republic of China, 
the Office of the Commissioner of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
the People’s Republic of China in 
the Macao Special Administrative 
Region, the Liaison Office of the 
Central People’s Government in 
the Macao Special Administrative 
Region and the Macau SAR gover-
nment all issued their respective 
statement to show support.
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THIRD STIMULUS
Scholar: Cautious 
spending by residents 
as pandemic continues

400 residents booked for 
Covid-19 test after dining 
at local restaurant

STAFF REPORTER

RESIDENTS are being cautious 
with spending during the 

Electronic Consumption Benefi-
ts Plan as the pandemic is lasting 
longer than expected, according 
to Tong Kai Chung, president of 
the Macau Institute of Manage-
ment (MIM).

Tong said that the reduced in-
comes and slow economic reco-
very decreased people’s desire to 
spend. 

According to data from the 
SAR government, the first 10 days 
of the Electronic Consumption 
Benefits Plan were less effective 
than last year’s first consumption 

card program. While the average 
per-transaction spent under the 
new program is over 7.3% more 
than last year’s, the spending is 
actually lower than last year’s as 
the new program came with a 
discount plan. 

Tong added that acceptance of 
e-payments by SMEs has increa-
sed significantly as a result of the 
new government-driven sche-
me, with small businesses more 
willing to include e-payments in 
their operations.

From June 1 until Decem-
ber 31, residents will be able to 
enjoy a total subsidized sum of 
MOP8,000 for a variety of purcha-
ses made via electronic payment. 

RENATO MARQUES

AROUND 400 people have 
registered with the Health 

Bureau as having dined at the 
restaurant, where the non-re-
sident worker (TNR) who was 
identified as a close contact of a 
Covid-19 patient worked, during 
the two days.

During yesterday’s Covid-19 
press briefing, Dr Leong Iek Hou 
of the coordinator of the local 
Centre for Disease Prevention 
and Control (CDC) said that all 
of them already received the 
SMS with a link that they need 
to use to book the NAT. The tests 
will be free of charge.

On Monday, local health au-
thorities clarified the reasons 
behind why a non-resident 
worker (TNR) from the main-
land was identified as a close 
contact of a Covid-19 patient.

According to Leong, this per-
son traveled on June 4 in the 
same train carriage as a person 
who was a close contact of a 
confirmed case of Covid-19 from 
the city of Guangzhou.

For this reason, the TNR 
working at the Kirin Palace Can-
tonese Cuisine restaurant beca-
me a secondary contact.

Leong remarked that 10 days 
have passed since that secon-
dary contact was potentially ex-
posed to the virus. As such, the 
chances of this person being in-
fected are very low. This has sin-
ce been confirmed by successive 
nucleic acid testing (NAT) and 
serum antibody tests that deli-
vered negative results.

Questioned on the need to 
close the restaurant and order 
staff members to undergo NAT 
along with seven days of self-
-health management at home, 
the coordinator explained that 
such measures were taken, 
“considering that the restaurant 
where the TNR works is a food 
establishment with a large num-
ber of customers, and they can-
not wear masks during the meal. 
To minimize the risk of sprea-
ding the disease in the commu-
nity, it is necessary to take more 
rigorous preventive measures 
than those previously advoca-
ted for cases of close secondary 
contacts.” Nevertheless, Leong 
remarked that there was no need 
to panic.

For the same reason, health 
authorities are advising everyo-
ne who dined at this restaurant 
on June 12 and 13 to notify them 
so they can also undergo testing.

For those who have already 
communicated their presence in 
the food and beverage establish-
ment, the Health Bureau should 
have already sent them an SMS 
containing information on how 
they can arrange to be tested to-
day and tomorrow.

Authorities also claim that 
this incident “reflects the impor-
tance of recording the path of 
residents in their health code.” 
For this reason, they are pushing 
for the implementation of a mo-
bile application to track all resi-
dents’ movements, similar to the 
“LeaveHomeSafe” app currently 
used in the neighboring region 
of Hong Kong.

COVID-19

New batch of around 
10,000 mRNA vaccines 
arriving this weekend

COVID-19

Gov’t prepares 
for mass testing

RENATO MARQUES

A new batch of approxima-
tely 10,000 mRNA vacci-

nes from BioNTech will arrive 
at Macau over the weekend, 
the medical director from the 
Conde de São Januário Hospital 
Center and coordinator of the 
Health Bureau’s (SSM) Covid-19 
Vaccination Operation, Dr Tai 
Wa Hou announced yesterday 
during the daily briefing on Co-
vid-19 in Macau.

“This weekend, some more 
doses of the mRNA vaccine will 
arrive from Germany,” Tai said 
regarding the current stock of 
vaccines in Macau.

“This new batch will have 
around 10,000 doses. This is 
part of our new strategy that 
aims to secure a more frequent 
supply of smaller quantities 
each time.”  According to Tai, 
the purpose is to ensure that 
the vaccines do not expire, as 
they only have a lifespan of six 
months.

Current vaccine stock num-

RENATO MARQUES

ALTHOUGH mass testing 
for Covid-19 for the whole 

population is not yet a certainty, 
local health authorities have not 
dismissed the possibility, stating 
that a plan for population-wide 
testing is under consideration.

In response to a question 
from the media, Tai Wa Hou, me-
dical director from the Conde 
de São Januário Hospital Center 
and coordinator of the Health 
Bureau’s (SSM) Covid-19 Vacci-
nation Operation, said, “We are 
looking for suitable locations. 
They must be close to residential 
areas and also require quite a lar-
ge space.” Furthermore, he said, 
“At this moment, we do not have 
a date for mass testing because 
we are not even sure if we are 
going to do it. We are preparing 
because we need to have a plan 
in case it becomes necessary to 
have [wide scale] testing.”

According to previous com-
ments from SSM director, Alvis 
Lo, mass testing for the whole 
population would only be con-
sidered in case there is an ou-

bers in Macau are around 
270,000 doses of the Sinopharm 
vaccine and around 15,000 do-
ses of the mRNA vaccine. Tai 
stated that he does not believe 
there will be any problems with 
vaccine supply.

“We have only 15,000 doses 
[of the mRNA vaccine], which 
we are using at a rate of about 
1,000 per day, so we still have 

tbreak in the community.
Tai remarked that several 

factors would contribute to the 
decision – specifically, the situa-
tion of the neighboring regions 
and in particular the mainland 
cities, where new outbreaks of 
the disease have been reportedly 
occurring.

As had Lo, Tai also remarked 
that the possibility of finding 

enough for a few weeks.”
As for the Sinopharm vac-

cine, although there are still 
270,000 doses in stock, the go-
vernment has ordered an addi-
tional 200,000 doses that have 
yet to arrive in Macau. The au-
thorities are in close contact 
with the mainland supplier to 
decide on the best timing for 
the next shipping.

new cases in the community 
would be an important factor in 
the decision to test the whole, or 
part of, the population.

“This can be done for the 
whole population in Macau or, 
it might be restricted to a certain 
group, or even just to a particular 
area. Several options are being 
considered in our plan,” he con-
cluded.
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N response to the Macao 
SAR Government’s policy 
to promote the diversified 
development in sports 

and tourism, Wynn exclusively 
sponsored the inaugural 2021 
“Wynn Cup” Qingdao-Macao 
International Offshore Race, a 
pioneering event that facilitates  
marine economy development 
through cross-sector collaboration 
between Macao and various 
mainland cities in tourism, sports, 
and the convention and exhibition 
industries. 

This high-profile sponsorship 
was also intended to support the 
recovery of Macao’s economy and 
tourism sector, the development 
of the sports industry, as well 
as the promotion of the SAR’s 
economic diversification and its 
development as a World Centre 
of Tourism and Leisure.

 
MACAO’S FIRST-EVER 
OFFSHORE RACE

Bolstered by the support 
and guidance of the General 
Administration of Sport of China as 
well as government departments 
and sports organizations in 
various cities, the “Wynn Cup” 
Qingdao-Macao International 
Offshore Race officially kicked 
off on May 10 this year in the 
presence of local government 
officials from a number of cities. 
The race starts off from Qingdao, 
via Ningbo, Xiamen, Shenzhen, 
Zhuhai, and finishes in Macau. 
A total of nine teams took part, 
including those from mainland 
China, Hong Kong and Macao, 
as well as the United States, 
Germany, New Zealand, Canada, 
Austria and other regions.

Coinciding with the 100th 
anniversary of the Communist 
Party of China, the race was the 
first international sailing rally 
in China this year which set sail 
in the spirit of “Vitality, Fashion, 
Openness, and Integration.” The 
sailing route connected a number 
of cities that were important 
nodes along the Maritime Silk 
Road and also promoted the 
integrated development of sports 
tourism at each stop. 

HELPING TO NURTURE 
MACAO ATHLETES

As Macao’s only representative 
in the “Wynn Cup” Qingdao-
Macao International Offshore 

Race, Lo Cheok In (Kent) believes 
that large-scale sports events 
enables local athletes to have 
more room to grow and also 
deepens appreciation for sailing 
among the community. 

Lo added that “the ‘Wynn Cup’ 
Qingdao-Macao International 
Offshore Race is seen as an 
important global sports event 
for Macao to promote sailing 
locally as well as provide a cross-

city sports and cultural exchange 
platform. He hopes that more 
local people will take part in this 
activity in the future, experiencing 
the joy of sailing and helping to 
popularize sailing culture.”

PROMOTING MARINE  
SPORTS CULTURE

In order to promote sailing 
among Macao’s youth, the 
Qingdao-Macao International 

Offshore Race Organizing 
Committee arranged a seminar 
in April to introduce the sailing 
competition to over 600 teachers 
and students at the Premier 
School Affiliated To Hou Kong 
Middle School and Pui Ching 
Middle School. The event helped 
to enhance their understanding 
of sailing and its associated 
skills, thereby stimulating their 
interest in marine sports.

At the end of last month, the 
Committee also organized an 
Open Day, the Macau Youth 
Optimist Race, and the Parade of 
Yachts where yachts participating 
in the race moored at the venue 
to encourage residents to visit, 
take pictures and savor the 
glamour of the event.

FORUM EXPEDITES 
DIVERSIFIED DEVELOPMENT 
OF SPORTS TOURISM

To help facilitate more 
extensive cooperation within 
the industry, the Qingdao-
Macao International Offshore 
Race Organizing Committee 
also hosted the “International 
Marine Sports and Tourism 
Development Forum” at Wynn 
Palace, offering an opportunity 
for industry representatives 
from cities with well-developed 
marine sports tourism 
industries, such as Qingdao, 
Ningbo and Xiamen, as well 
as business representatives 
from the mainland and Macao 
tourism and sports industries, 
and professionals in related 
fields from China and overseas, 
to discuss the current trends in 
marine sports and tourism. 

The forum was also honored by 
the attendance and participation 
of Ms. Maria Helena de Senna 
Fernandes, Director of the 
Macao Government Tourism 
Office; Mr. Che Jinghua, Director 
of the Qingdao Municipal Sports 
Bureau; and Ms. Zhang Ni, 
Director of the Ningbo Municipal 
Sports Bureau.

“Wynn Cup” Qingdao-Macao 
International Offshore Race Facilitates 
Marine Economy Development
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Advocate calls for better 
transparency in nuclear 
power plant’s safety
ANTHONY LAM

ADVOCATE Scott 
Chiang submitted a 

letter to the Chief Execu-
tive yesterday in the ho-
pes of raising awareness 
and transparency re-
garding the safety of the 
Taishan Nuclear Power 
Plant.

The action came af-
ter CNN reported that 
the power plant is near 
the verge of a potential 
leakage.

Chiang was concerned 
that Macau residents re-
siding around 67km from 
the power plant had to 
learn about these poten-
tial safety concerns from 
foreign media sources.

He is also worried that 
any leakage that eventua-
tes may further impact 
the already-struggling 
tourism industry, even 
though Macau is not 
within the immediate 

threat zone of any poten-
tial accident. 

“How are we going to 
convince tourists to visit 
Macau if any accident 
arises?” the advocate 
queried yesterday.

On the other hand, the 
advocate wrote that Ma-
cau’s supply chains are 
closely connected to the 
area around the plant. 
“Our food and water su-
pply chain is situated in 
an area within 100 km of 
the plant, which requires 
monitoring of the produ-
ce in case a higher threat 
level event happens,” he 
wrote. “Even in the case 
of a low-level event with 
no direct impact to lives 
in Macau, the proximi-
ty of Taishan to Macau 
would make any nuclear 
event in the plant a ma-
jor hit to local food safety 
confidence.”

The power plant ope-
rates with two European 
Pressurized Reactor 
(EPR) nuclear reactors.

According to the CNN 
report, although Frama-
tome, the French builder 
and operator of the reac-
tors, claims the plant is 
“operating within safety 
parameters,” the com-
pany reportedly reached 
out to US government in 
relation to a possible risk 
of leakage.

The same report poin-
ted out that safety stan-
dards have been revised 
so that the plant can 
avoid being shut down. 
Électricité de France 
(EDF), the Taishan Nu-
clear Power Joint Ventu-
re Company’s (TNPJVC) 
French shareholder, said 
in a statement on June 14 
that it had been informed 
of an increased concen-
tration of “noble gases 
in the primary circuit” 

of reactor number one. 
In response, it requested 
the holding of an extraor-
dinary TNPJVC board 
of directors meeting for 
management to present 
all the data and make any 
necessary decisions.

“At the time of writing, 
Taishan is the only plant 
on the planet to opera-
te the EPR technology,” 
Chiang noted in his letter 
to the government head.

“According to the 
International Nuclear 
Event Scale, events un-
der level IV are classified 
as incidents not reaching 
the level of accidents,” 
Chiang wrote. “Macau, 
67 km away from the 
Taishan Plant, is not re-
quired to plan for eva-
cuation in the event of a 
nuclear accident.”

He also accused the 

local security branch of 
being a copycat when 
questioned by the media 
about the matter as re-
ported by the CNN. 

“The press relea-
se from Unitary Police 
Service is nothing more 
than a copy of what the 
China General Nuclear 
Power Group already told 
the public,” he wrote. 
“The Macau government 
must demand more in-
formation under the fra-
mework of the Guang-
dong and Macau Safety 
Notification Mechanism 
so that transparency and 
promptness can be im-
proved.”

He criticized the local 
government for not ac-
ting in a timely enough 
fashion as the first report 
came out on a foreign 
media.

IN response to a local 
media enquiry, the Unitary 
Police Service cited the 
Taishan Nuclear Power 
Joint Venture Company 
of the China General 
Nuclear Power Group, 
saying that “since Taishan 
Nuclear Power Plant was 
put into commercial op-
eration, it strictly followed 
the operating license 
[conditions]. Documents 
and technical procedures 
control the operation of 
the units, and all operating 
indicators of the two units 
meet the requirements of 

nuclear safety regulations 
and power plant technical 
specifications. At present, 
continuous monitoring of 
environmental data shows 
that the environmental 
indicators of Taishan 
Nuclear Power Station 
and its surroundings are 
normal.”
It also cited the local 
Meteorological and Geo-
physical Bureau in saying 
that local gamma ray 
levels have been within 
safety thresholds in the 
24 preceding hours as of 
4 a.m., June 15.

Local police are told Taishan 
Power Plant is operating safely

22 direct-election 
nominee applications 
confirmed, 
two drop out 

The nomination committee 
application period for the 7th 
Legislative Assembly election 
ended yesterday, gathering a total 
of 27 applications. The Electoral 
Affairs Commission (CAEL) has 
received 22 applications for the 
direct elections and five for the 
indirect elections. Two applicants, 
meanwhile, have given up their 
standing for election. The 
commission will make a decision 
on whether to certify or refuse 
to certify the legal status of the 
nomination committees by no later 
than June 24. 

Communal 
association give-
away attracts crowd 

The Jiangmen Communal 
Association held a giveaway over 
the weekend to celebrate the 
Centenary of the Communist Party 
of China. According to a report 
by local news outlet All About 
Macau, the event attracted a long 
queue where social distancing 
requirements were mostly 
ignored. The news outlet noted 
in a social media post that even 
police officers deployed at the 
event were ignored when they 
reminded people to remain at a 
safe distance.
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Hong Kong watching Chinese 
nuclear plant after leak reported

China denounces NATO statement, defends defense policy
THE Chinese mission 

to the European Union 
yesterday denounced a 
NATO statement that de-
clared Beijing a “security 
challenge,” saying China 
is actually a force for pea-
ce but will defend itself if 
threatened. 

The Chinese news relea-
se said the NATO statement 
was a “slander on China’s 
peaceful development, a 
misjudgment of the inter-
national situation and (NA-
TO’s) own role, and a con-
tinuation of the Cold War 
mentality and organizatio-
nal political psychology.” 

NATO allies joined the 
United States on Monday 
in formally scolding Bei-
jing as a “constant security 
challenge.” 

Washington has singled 
out China as a particular 
threat, especially in the 
South China Sea, where it 

has built and militarized 
artificial islands, as well 
as over its attempts to in-
timidate self-governing 
Taiwan, which it claims as 
its own territory to be an-
nexed by military force if 
necessary. 

The Chinese mission 
said Beijing’s spending on 
its military is considera-
bly less than that of NATO 
members and it accused 
the organization of con-
juring up a military threat 
from China in order to jus-
tify its own agenda. 

China will “never give up 
the right to maintain peace 
but unswervingly defend 
our sovereignty, security 
and development interes-
ts,” the mission said. 

NATO leaders said Chi-
na is working to undermi-
ne global order, a message 
in sync with U.S. President 
Joe Biden’s calls to confront 

Beijing on China’s trade, 
military and human rights 
practices.

In a summit statement, 
the leaders said that Chi-
na’s goals and “assertive 
behavior present syste-
mic challenges to the ru-
les-based international 
order and to areas rele-

vant to alliance security.” 
The leaders expressed 

concern about what they 
said were China’s “coercive 
policies,” the opaque ways 
it is modernizing its armed 
forces and its use of disin-
formation.

In response, the Chines 
mission said Beijing’s mili-

tary was purely for defensi-
ve purposes and its military 
modernization was “reaso-
nable, rational, open and 
transparent.” 

China’s defense budget 
is the second largest after 
the U.S., but the mission 
said the figure of approxi-
mately $209 billion was still 
more than a fifth less than 
what NATO countries spent 
combined. Observers say 
China spends more than it 
says on its military by not 
declaring costs for new 
weapons and other pro-
grams. 

NATO countries also 
maintain bases around the 
world and “send their air-
craft carriers all over the 
place to display their mi-
litary might,” the Chinese 
mission said. 

It also referenced the 
bombing of the Chinese 
Embassy in Serbia in 1999, 

which killed three state me-
dia journalists. NATO has 
said that was the result of 
faulty targeting but most 
Chinese believe it was a de-
liberate attack. 

The mission also said 
China’s nuclear arsenal is 
20 times smaller than that 
possessed by NATO, and 
that it would never be the 
first to use such weapons or 
use them against non-nu-
clear nations. 

“We will not pose a ‘sys-
temic challenge’ to anyone, 
but if anyone wants to pose 
a ‘systemic challenge’ to us, 
we will not sit idly by,” the 
mission said. 

NATO should “expend 
more energy on advancing 
dialogue and cooperation, 
and do more things that are 
truly conducive to main-
taining international and 
regional security and stabi-
lity,” it said.  MDT/AP

ZEN SOO & JOE MCDONALD, 
HONG KONG

C
HINA’S government said 
yesterday no abnormal 
radiation was detected 
outside a nuclear power 

plant near Hong Kong following a 
news report of a leak, while Hong 
Kong’s leader said her adminis-
tration was closely watching the 
facility.

The operators released few de-
tails, but nuclear experts say ba-
sed on their brief statement, gas 
might be leaking from fuel rods 
inside a reactor in Taishan, 135 ki-
lometers west of Hong Kong.

A foreign ministry spokesman 
in Beijing, Zhao Lijian, gave no 
confirmation of a leak or other 
details. He responded to repor-
ters’ questions by saying, “there is 
nothing abnormal detected in the 
radiation level surrounding the 
plant.”

In Hong Kong, radiation levels 
yesterday were normal, according 
to the Hong Kong Observatory.

Framatome, a French company 
that helps manage the Taishan 
Nuclear Power Plant in Guang-
dong province, said Monday it 
was dealing with a “performance 
issue.” It said the facility was ope-
rating within safe limits. 

That followed a report by CNN 
that Framatome told U.S. authori-
ties about a possible leak.

“With regards to foreign media 
reports about a nuclear plant in 
Taishan, Guangzhou, the Hong 
Kong government attaches a high 
degree of importance to this,” said 
Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie 
Lam. 

Lam said her government wou-
ld ask authorities in Guangdong 
for information and tell the public 
about any developments.

China is one of the biggest users 
of nuclear power and is building 
more reactors at a time when few 
other governments have plans for 
new facilities because the cost of 
solar, wind and other alternatives 
is plunging.

Chinese leaders see nuclear as 
a way to reduce air pollution and 
demand for imports of oil and gas, 
which they deem a security risk. 
Government plans call for Hong 
Kong to use more mainland nu-

clear power to allow the closure of 
coal-fired power plants.

The Taishan plant, which be-
gan commercial operation in De-
cember 2018, is owned by China 
Guangdong Nuclear Power Group 
and Electricite de France, the ma-
jority owner of Framatome. A se-
cond reactor began operating in 
September 2019.

They are the first of a new 
type called European Pressurized 
Reactors. Two more are being bui-

lt in Finland and France. 
CNN reported Framatome 

wrote to the U.S. Department of 
Energy warning of an “imminent 
radiological threat” and accusing 
Chinese authorities of raising ac-
ceptable limits for radiation ou-
tside the plant to avoid having to 
shut it down.

U.S. officials believed there was 
no severe safety threat, CNN said.

The Department of Energy 
did not immediately respond to 

requests for comment. The Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency, 
a U.N. body, told The Associated 
Press it was aware of the issue 
and awaiting information from 
China.

Electricite de France said Mon-
day it was informed of the increa-
se in concentration of “certain 
rare gases” in Taishan reactor No. 
1.

That suggests fuel rods are 
leaking noble gases, a byproduct 
of nuclear fission, according to 
Luk Bing-lam, an expert on nu-
clear engineering at the City Uni-
versity of Hong Kong.

“If the leakage is more severe, 
then you will start seeing more 
radioactive material like cesium, 
rather than gas,” said Luk, who is 
chairman of the Hong Kong Nu-
clear Society.

Such leaks “happen every 
so often” in China and plants 
“usually can handle it themsel-
ves,” Luk said. But he said this 
incident might be complicated if 
the Taishan plant uses U.S. tech-
nology that is covered by export 
restrictions. 

China’s state-owned nuclear 
power companies are on Washin-
gton’s “entity list” that bars them 
from obtaining U.S. technology 
without government approval.

The French partner might ask 
for permission because Frama-
tome previously licensed tech-
nology from Westinghouse, Luk 
said.  MDT/AP

US President Joe Biden speaks during a media conference during a 
NATO summit in Brussels, June 14

In this Oct. 17, 2013, file photo, then British Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne, left, chats with Taishan Nuclear Power 
Joint Venture Co. Ltd. General Manager Guo Liming
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A former textile worker from the Soviet Union has 
become the first woman in space. 

Lieutenant Valentina Tereshkova, 26, was the fifth 
Russian cosmonaut to go into the Earth’s orbit when 
her spaceship Vostok VI was launched at 1230 Mos-
cow time. 

Moscow Television broadcast the first pictures of 
the elated blonde - code-named Seagull - ninety mi-
nutes later. 

One of the main purposes of her mission is to at-
tempt the first docking manoeuvre with another spa-
ceship. 

Colonel Valery Bykovsky was completing his 32nd 
orbit in the Vostok V - launched two days ago - when 
Lt Tereshkova hurtled into space from the secret Rus-
sian launch pad in Baikonur, central Asia. 

At one time the two spacecrafts - which were in radio 
contact with each other as well as the ground - were 
only three miles apart, but they are reported to be 
drifting further apart. 

Khrushchev’s acclaim
Russian Prime Minister Nikita Khrushchev had a radio 

conversation with the female cosmonaut. 
He congratulated her on her achievement and spoke 

of his “fatherly pride” for her. 
By 2000 BST Ms Tereshkova had completed 23 cir-

cuits of the globe - one more than the longest-flying 
US spaceman, Gordon Cooper - at a distance of be-
tween 114 miles (183km) and 145 miles (232km) with 
an average 88.3 minutes for each orbit. 

Thousands of jubilant women gathered in Red Squa-
re, Moscow, to celebrate the occasion. 

A special issue of Soviet newspaper Pravda said Ms 
Tereshkova had dreamed of going into space as soon 
as she heard about the first man in space, Colonel Yuri 
Gagarin, in April 1961. 

Ms Tereshkova - an amateur parachutist - joined the 
space programme last March. 

Col Gagarin said she was popular with the other cos-
monauts and their wives and described her “kind eyes 
and good-natured smile”. 

Russian scientists also hope to analyse the compa-
rative effects of space travel on a man and a woman. 

Courtesy BBC News

1963 SovietS launch firSt
   woman into Space

In context

Lt Tereshkova and Col Bykovsky landed safely by parachute 
two days later in Kazakhstan, several hundred miles from 
where they had taken off. 
Ms Tereshkova had completed 49 orbits of the Earth - 
1,250,000 miles - in two days, 22 hours and fifty minutes. 
Mr Bykovsky set a new record for time in space, completing 
82 orbits - 2,060,000 miles - in four days, 23 hours and 54 
minutes, 25 hours and 32 minutes longer than the previous 
record holder. 
Ms Tereshkova was feted by the Soviet leadership and be-
came active in the Communist Party. She never returned 
to space. 

this day in history

JOSEPH KRAUSS, BEITA

I
SRAEL’S fragile new go-
vernment has shown li-
ttle interest in addressing 
the decades-old conflict 

with the Palestinians, but it 
may not have a choice.

Jewish ultranationalists 
are already staging provoca-
tions aimed at splitting the 
coalition and bringing about 
a return to right-wing rule. In 
doing so, they risk escalating 
tensions with the Palestinians 
weeks after an 11-day Gaza 
war was halted by an informal 
cease-fire.

Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett’s best hope for main-
taining his ruling coalition — 
which consists of eight parties 
from across the political spec-
trum — will be to manage the 
conflict, the same approach 
favored by his predecessor, 
Benjamin Netanyahu, for 
most of his 12-year rule. But 
that method failed to prevent 
three Gaza wars and countless 
smaller eruptions.

That’s because the status 

PAN PYLAS, LONDON

THE British government 
fended off calls yesterday 

to provide more financial 
support to businesses and 
workers who will suffer from 
its decision to delay the re-
laxation of coronavirus res-
trictions in England by four 
weeks to July 19.

Although many restric-
tions have been eased in 
recent weeks, allowing large 
parts of the U.K. economy 
to reopen, a number of bu-
sinesses, particularly in the 
hospitality and entertain-
ment sectors, have remained 
shuttered because it was not 
financially viable. 

After months of 
planning, those busines-
ses had been preparing to 
reopen on June 21, the date 
the government had ear-
marked for the possible lif-
ting of restrictions on social 
contact. But a recent spike 
in new infections as a re-
sult of the more contagious 

quo for Palestinians involves 
expanding settlements in the 
occupied West Bank, looming 
evictions in Jerusalem, home 
demolitions, deadly shootin-
gs and an array of discrimina-
tory measures that two well-
-known human rights groups 
say amount to apartheid. In 
Gaza, which has been under 
a crippling blockade since the 
Hamas militant group seized 
power in 2007, it’s even worse.

“They talk about it being a 
government of change, but it’s 
just going to entrench the sta-
tus quo,” said Waleed Assaf, a 

delta variant upended that 
plan.

Scientists advising the 
government reckon that the 
delta variant, which was first 
found in India, is between 
40% to 80% more trans-
missable than the previous 
dominant strain in the U.K. 
The alpha variant was largely 
behind a winter surge of in-
fections and deaths that left 
the country with Europe’s hi-
ghest virus-related death toll 
at nearly 128,000.

“Now is the time to ease 
off the accelerator, because 
by being cautious now we 
have the chance in the next 
four weeks to save many 
thousands of lives by vacci-
nating millions more peo-
ple,” Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson said Monday when 
announcing the delay.

Following the announ-
cement, unions joined bu-
siness leaders to urge the 
Conservative government to 
compensate those affected 
by the delay.

Palestinian official who coor-
dinates protests against West 
Bank settlements. “Bennett is 
a copy of Netanyahu, and he 
might even be more radical.”

Bennett said little about the 
Palestinians in a speech befo-
re being sworn in on Sunday. 
“Violence will be met with a 
firm response,” he warned, 
adding that “security calm 
will lead to economic moves, 
which will lead to reducing 
friction and the conflict.”

Environment Minister Ta-
mar Zandberg, a member of 
the dovish Meretz party, told 

Frances O’Grady, gene-
ral secretary of the Trades 
Union Congress, said the 
government should delay 
asking businesses to make 
contributions to the salary 
support program it has ope-
rated since March 2020. 

Under the Job Retention 
Scheme, the government 
has been paying 80% of the 
salaries of those unable to 
work because of the restric-
tions. But beginning in July, 
that support goes down to 
70% with firms contributing 
10%, a change O’Grady fears 
could lead to job losses. The 
scheme becomes less gene-
rous through the summer 
before it finally expires at the 
end of September.

“We can’t afford for more 
companies to go the wall, 
taking good jobs with them,” 
she said.

And the Confederation of 
British Industry urged the 
government to hold back 
on the planned tapering of 
tax relief for businesses and 

Israeli television’s Channel 
12 that she believes the pea-
ce process is important, but 
that the new government has 
agreed, “at least at this stage, 
not to deal with it.”

The government faces an 
early challenge on Jabal Sa-
beeh, a hilltop in the northern 
West Bank where dozens of 
Jewish settlers rapidly estab-
lished an outpost last month, 
paving roads and setting up 
living quarters that they say 
are now home to dozens of 
families.

The settlement, named 
Eviatar after an Israeli who 
was killed in an attack in 2013, 
was built without the permis-
sion of Israeli authorities on 
land the Palestinians say is 
privately owned. Israeli troops 
have evacuated settlers from 
the site three times before, but 
they returned after an Israeli 
was killed in a shooting attack 
nearby early last month.

Clearing them out again 
would embarrass Bennett 
and other right-wing mem-
bers of the coalition, who 
already face fierce criticism 
— and even death threats — 
for allying with centrist and 
left-wing factions to oust Ne-
tanyahu.

The government faces a si-
milar dilemma over a parade 
through east Jerusalem or-
ganized by ultranationalists. 
The march risks setting off the 
kind of protests and clashes 
that helped ignite last month’s 
Gaza war.  MDT/AP

extend the commercial rent 
moratorium for the sectors 
most impacted. 

“We must acknowledge 
the pain felt by businesses 
in hospitality, leisure and live 
events,” the CBI’s director-
-general Tony Danker said. 

Cabinet Officer minister 
Michael Gove, a close ally to 
Johnson, appeared to indica-
te that no more financial help 
will be forthcoming, saying 
that the government’s su-
pport programs understood 
there could be delays in the 
roadmap out of lockdown.

Gove told Sky News the 
“worst thing for business” 
would have been to allow 
them to open up again and 
then having to reimpose res-
trictions. 

He laid out his hope that 
the government won’t have 
to delay reopening again.

“It would require an 
unprecedented and re-
markable alteration in the 
progress of the disease,” he 
said. 

Johnson said the delay in 
easing restrictions would be 
used to drive up immunity le-
vels, limiting the spread of the 
delta variant when restric-
tions are fully lifted.  MDT/AP

COVID-19
UK gov’t urged to extend 
worker support after reopening 

New Israel government 
vows change, but 
not for Palestinians

The newly established hilltop Jewish outpost of Eviatar is seen from the 
Palestinian village of Beita, south of the West Bank city of Nablus
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- The doctor ___; 5- Yard tunneler; 9- Graph prefix; 13- Tied; 15- 

Enthusiastic vigor and liveliness; 16- Holiday lead-ins; 17- Scoff; 18- Barber’s call; 
19- Network of nerves; 20- DDE’s rival; 21- Savvy about; 23- Like anaerobic soil; 
25- It’s used to walk the dog; 26- Stir up; 27- Cavalry soldier; 30- Henpeck; 31- 
Firm; 32- State of USA; 37- “The Morning Watch” author; 38- Bottom line; 40- 
“Song of the South” song syllables; 41- Affluent; 43- Judge, e.g.; 44- On in years; 
45- Go along with; 47- Baseball deals; 50- Barbershop request; 51- Potential 
mate; 52- DEA agent; 53- Barker and Bell; 56- Hostelries; 57- According to the 
Bible, he was the first man; 59- Russian drink; 61- ___-majesté; 62- Spanish 
snack; 63- Cruising vessel; 64- Ancient theaters; 65- Paradise lost; 66- Dreg;
 
DOWN: 1- Ingrid’s “Casablanca” role; 2- Having a sound mind; 3- Locks up; 
4- Miss-named?; 5- Wise counselor; 6- Muffin topper; 7- Loose; 8- Spellbind; 
9- Lost in Paris?; 10- Declares; 11- 
Knot again; 12- Wait ___!; 14- Sagging; 
22- Comic Louis; 24- Eastern discipline; 
25- Warble; 26- “Puppy Love” singer; 
27- Warm up; 28- Anger; 29- Hurler 
Hershiser; 32- Siouan speaker; 33- 
Seraglio; 34- “Garfield” canine; 35- Run 
into; 36- Saab model; 38- Put up with; 
39- Track numbers; 42- List heading; 43- 
Crafty; 45- Cossack chief; 46- Boxer’s 
warning; 47- Adjusted pitch; 48- Wash 
cycle; 49- Lost; 51- Silage storage tower; 
52- Neck part; 53- Clublike weapon; 54- 
Tennis great Arthur; 55- Fast fliers; 58- 
June honoree; 60- Actor Kilmer;

Monday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Beijing

Harbin

Tianjin

Urumqi

Xi’an

Lhasa

Chengdu

Chongqing

Kunming

Nanjing

Shanghai

Wuhan

Hangzhou

Taipei

Guangzhou

Hong Kong
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
As an Aries, you tend to 
have no problem launching 
new initiatives in your life. 
The only snag you wind up 
hitting is your ability to follow 
through. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
You’re in desperate need of  a 
good time, Taurus. What makes 
you happy? Find that activity and 
reconnect with it unabashedly 
today, as the moon glides into 
down-to-earth Virgo.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Pull away from the noise and let 
yourself  recuperate in the quiet 
comforts of  your home. The 
moon wanders through reflective 
Virgo, sending you on a nostalgic 
inward journey.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
It’s easy to feel in sync with 
yourself  today, Cancer. 
The moon roams through 
colorful Leo, lifting spirits and 
reconnecting you with your 
untapped talents. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
You need structure to feel your 
best today, Leo. Let yourself  get 
lost in productive action today, 
as the clarity-seeking Virgo 
moon pushes you to focus on 
activating your skills.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
It’s easy for you to get lost in 
your head, Virgo. Today’s skies 
remind you to reconnect with 
your body and come back down 
to earth, as the moon glides 
forward into your sign. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You’re likely to be in the 
mood to hole up and hide 
away, as the moon glides into 
reflective Virgo. This transition 
encourages you to seek out 
solitude and peace. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
The dazzling Leo moon calls 
your attention to your reputation 
and mission in society and asks 
you to examine what you can do 
to get closer to achieving your 
goals.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Dial into the needs of  your 
career today, Sagittarius. The 
moon’s presence in capable 
Virgo offers you the chance to 
sink your teeth into something 
and stay focused. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Another day of  the same ol’, 
same ol’ is bound to make you 
nuts, Capricorn. Find a way to 
reinvigorate your routine today, 
as the moon slides into capable 
Virgo.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Take a good look at your 
partnerships today, Pisces. The 
moon glides into your opposite 
sign of  sharply realistic Virgo, 
helping you tune into your 
current relationship story. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Today’s skies encourage you to 
actually sit with and acknowledge 
any unsettled feelings, in hopes 
of  avoiding the aforementioned 
scenario. It’s an ideal day to commit 
yourself  to a therapeutic practice.
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Austria 3 1 North Macedonia

Netherlands 3 2 Ukraine

Scotland 0 2 Czech Republic

Poland 1 2 Slovakia

Spain 0 0 Sweden
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Sweden’s Alexander Isak shots on goal but misses to score

Latest results

Spain misfires, held to 0-0 
draw by Sweden at Euro 2020
THE chances came and went 

but neither Spain nor Swe-
den managed to put any of them 
in the net.

Spain dominated possession 
and kept the pressure on the 
opposing area for most of the 
match but the Swedes held on for 
a 0-0 draw.

Sweden managed only a few 
chances at La Cartuja Stadium, 
but they were some of the most 
dangerous ones.

Alexander Isak, who plays for 
Spanish club Real Sociedad, had 
a shot from inside the area hit the 
post after deflecting off Spain de-
fender Marcos Llorente in front 
of the goal line.

Early in the second half, Mar-
cus Berg was inside the area with 
the ball coming his way, but he 
mishit his shot.

Álvaro Morata had Spain’s best 
chance just a few minutes befo-
re Isak but his shot missed wide 
with goalkeeper Robin Olsen the 
only opponent to beat.

“Everyone can make mistakes, 
we all make them,” Spain mid-
fielder Pedri González said about 
Morata, who was booed by part 
of the Spanish fans. “He works 
hard for the team and that always 
shows on the field.”

Morata had already missed 
some chances and been jeered 
in Spain’s final warm-up match 
against Portugal, also a 0-0 draw.

Spain pressed until the end 
but kept misfiring. Olsen made 
a 90th-minute save off a header 
by substitute Gerard Moreno, 
and he had already stopped ano-

ther close-range header by Dani 
Olmo in the first half.

“The way we earned that point 
today, the entire team, the way 
the guys ran in the heat, it wasn’t 
just me who earned this point,” 
Olsen said. “It was an incredible 
team effort. We didn’t play our 
best game. It’s not the most well-

-deserved point we’ve ever taken. 
But we battled. We showed that 
we wanted it.”

Spain ended with 75% of pos-
session and had 17 total attemp-
ts, with five on target. Sweden 
missed the target on its four at-
tempts.

“We played against a rival that 
decided to defend and tried to 
create some danger with long 
balls, and it actually had the 
chance the win the match,” Spain 
coach Luis Enrique said. “It’s a di-
sappointing draw for us.”

Spain had failed to score in 
only one of its last 14 group 
matches at European Cham-
pionships.

Sweden hadn’t drawn any of 
its last 17 international matches, 
since a tie against Spain in quali-
fying for Euro 2020.

“If you come here and play 
Spain in 32 degree heat (90 degree 
F) and think you’re going to ou-
tplay them, you’re totally naive,” 
Sweden coach Janne Andersson 
said. “I’m not at all ashamed of 
this point. If we want to take poin-
ts from these types of teams, we 
have to play this way.” MDT/AP
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Group A PL W DRAW L GF - GA PNT

Italy 1 1 0 0 3 - 0 3

Switzerland 1 0 1 0 1 - 1 1

Wales 1 0 1 0 1 - 1 1

Turkey 1 0 0 1 0 - 3 0

Group B PL W DRAW L GF - GA PNT

Belgium 1 1 0 0 3 - 0 3

Finland 1 1 0 0 1 - 0 3

Denmark 1 0 0 1 0 - 1 0

Russia 1 0 0 1 0 - 3 0

Group C PL W DRAW L GF - GA PNT

Netherlands 1 1 0 0 3 - 1 3

Austria 1 1 0 0 3 - 2 3

Ukraine 1 0 0 1 2 - 3 0

North Macedonia 1 0 0 1 1 - 3 0

Group D PL W DRAW L GF - GA PNT

England 1 1 0 0 2 - 0 3

Croatia 1 1 0 0 1 - 0 3

Czech Republic 1 0 0 1 0 - 1 0

Scotland 1 0 0 1 0 - 2 0

Group E PL W DRAW L GF - GA PNT

Spain 1 1 0 0 2 - 1 3

Poland 1 0 1 0 0 - 0 1

Slovakia 1 0 1 0 0 - 0 1

Sweden 1 0 0 1 1 - 2 0

Group F PL W DRAW L GF - GA PNT

Germany 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0

Portugal 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0

France 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0

Hungary 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 0

Group standings

Upcoming Games

ODDSCHECKER.COM

Date Time Home Away City ODDS

Wed Jun 16 0:00 Hungary Portugal Budapest Played

Wed Jun 16 3:00 France Germany Munich Played

Wed Jun 16 21:00 Finland Russia St Petersburg H 6.4, D 3.87, A1.7

Thu Jun 17 0:00 Turkey Wales Baku H 2.46, D 3.2, A3.45

Thu Jun 17 3:00 Italy Switzerland Rome H 1.61, D 4.1, A7.2

SECTIONS of fans at 
Wembley Stadium 

booed England players for 
taking a knee before the 
European Championship 
game against Croatia on 
Sunday.

The boos, which could 
be heard over those fans 
applauding, came despite 
pleas from the team to res-
pect the anti-racism ges-
ture. Croatia’s players did 
not take a knee as expected 
ahead of the Group D game, 
which England won 1-0.

“Everybody should cheer 
for England,” British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson said 
a short time later at the G7 
Summit, while not saying if 
he would take a knee if he 
was a player.

Some England fans claim 
taking a knee is a political 
act but the English Foo-
tball Association said again 
ahead of the team’s ope-
ning Euro 2020 match that 
the gesture is important to 
them and should be respec-
ted. There had been booing 
at England’s two warmup 
games for the tournament 
that were played in Mid-
dlesbrough.

“They are doing this as 
a mechanism of peacefully 

protesting against discri-
mination, injustice and 
inequality,” the FA said in a 
statement to fans. “This is 
personally important to the 
players and the values the 
team collectively represen-
ts. This gesture of unity and 
fighting against inequality 
can be traced back as far as 
the 18th century.

“It is not new, and En-
glish football has made it 
very clear that it does not 
view this as being aligned 
to a political organisation 
or ideology. There can be no 
doubt as to why the players 
are taking the knee and 
what it represents in a foo-
tballing context.”

The jeering was by some 
fans who also chanted “No 
surrender” during the na-
tional anthem. That’s a da-
ted reference to the conflict 
endured for generations 
that saw Britain hit by ter-
rorist attacks from the Irish 
Republic Army.

Croatia’s national an-
them was also booed by 
some of the 22,500 fans 
allowed into Wembley, 
which could lead to the 
country’s soccer associa-
tion being fined by UEFA. 
MDT/AP

England players booed 
for taking a knee 
despite plea by team

L
OST, perhaps, 
in the drama 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
Christian Erik-

sen’s collapse during 
Denmark’s game against 
Finland at the European 
Championship was the 
result after play resumed.

The Finns, playing in 
their first ever game at 
a major soccer tourna-
ment, won 1-0 in Cope-
nhagen.

It will likely go down 
as one of the most over-
looked scorelines in the 
history of the tourna-
ment, given what had 
happened to Eriksen. 
Indeed, Finland captain 
Tim Sparv said there 
were barely any cele-
brations in the dressing 
room.

“It was very quiet,” 
Sparv said, “and unders-
tandably so.”

Maybe Finland can 
now start to get excited.

A place in the kno-
ckout stage at Euro 2020 

is within reach and will 
be guaranteed with a win 
over Russia today.

That hasn’t happened 
in more than a century 
— since a 2-1 victory at 
the Olympic soccer tour-
nament in 1912, when 
Finland was under the 
control of Russia — but 
the Finns might not have 
a better chance to end 
that long wait.

Russia was beaten by 
Belgium 3-0 in its ope-
ning game in Group 
B, tying its biggest loss 
at a European Cham-
pionship, and has won 
only three of its last 12 
matches.

Injuries contributed 
to two of the five substi-
tutions made by Russia 
coach Stanislav Cher-
chesov by the 63rd mi-
nute of the game against 
Belgium, but the fact he 
used up his maximum 
allocation of changes so 
early indicated his dis-
contentment and that he 

might not be so sure of 
his best team.

Finland, on the other 
hand, has a small, tigh-
t-knit group of players 
who know their roles 
inside-out under the 
guidance of Markku Ka-
nerva, a former primary 
school teacher. And con-
fidence can only be high 
after securing the biggest 
win in the country’s his-
tory against Denmark.

The estimated 5,000 
Finland fans expected 
to be part of the limited 
capacity of 30,500 inside 
the stadium in St. Peters-
burg, a city less than 200 
kilometers (125 miles) 
from the Finnish border, 
should travel in good 
heart.

“If you think about 
travelling to Copenha-
gen or St. Petersburg, it’s 
perfect for our fans,” Ka-
nerva said.

Sparv said his fit-
ness is improving after 
being sidelined for two 

months because of knee 
problems, and he mana-
ged to play 75 minutes 
against Denmark. Fin-
land defender Joona Toi-
vio did not take part in a 
training session on Mon-
day because of a sore toe 
but is expected to be in 
the team.

The pressure is on 
Russia to win, especially 
since the team finishes 
group play with a trip 
to Copenhagen to play 
Denmark.

Daler Kuzyaev trained 
with the rest of the squad 
on Monday after going 
off midway through the 
first half against Bel-
gium following a clash of 
heads. Yuri Zhirkov was 
also withdrawn before 
halftime of that match 
with an unspecified in-
jury.

Russia coach Stanislav 
Cherchesov said Tuesday 
the veteran left back mi-
ght miss the rest of the 
tournament. MDT/AP
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PREVIEW 

Finland plays Russia 
with Euro 2020 
knockout stage in reach
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Emails show Trump pressured 
Justice Dept. over 2020 election

During the last weeks of his presidency, Donald Trump and his allies 
pressured the Justice Department to investigate unsubstantiated claims 
of widespread 2020 election fraud, despite his former attorney general 
declaring there was no evidence of it, newly released emails show.

The emails, released yesterday by the House Oversight Committee, 
reveal in new detail how Trump, his White House chief of staff and other 
allies pressured members of the U.S. government to challenge the 2020 
election over false claims, even though officials at Homeland Security 
and Justice, as well as Republican election leaders across the country, 

repeatedly said there had been no pervasive fraud. Former Attorney 
General William Barr, a longtime Trump loyalist, was among those 
who said there was no evidence of such fraud.

The emails also show the extent to which Trump worked to enlist 
then-acting Attorney General Jeffrey Rosen in his campaign’s failing le-
gal efforts to challenge the election result, including suggesting filing a 
brief with the U.S. Supreme Court.

The ones sent to Rosen include debunked conspiracy theories and 
false information about voter fraud.

OPINION
World Views
David Mednicoff, University of Massachusetts Amherst
MDT/The Conversation

Israelis prepared for 
possible unrest ahead 
of a planned march by 
Jewish ultranationalists 
through east Jerusalem 
yesterday that poses a test 
for the country’s fragile 
new government and the 
tenuous truce with Gaza’s 
militant Hamas rulers. 
Palestinians consider the 
rowdy march, which every 
year winds through the Old 
City’s Damascus Gate and 
into the heart of the Muslim 
Quarter, a provocation. 
Hamas has called on 
Palestinians to “resist” the 
parade.

Britain and Australia 
announced the broad 
outlines of a free trade 
deal yesterday, eliminating 
tariffs on a wide range of 
goods as the U.K. seeks 
to expand links around the 
world following its exit from 
the European Union. The 
pact is expected to boost 
exports of traditional British 
products such as Scotch 
whisky, while boosting 
imports of lamb and wine 
from Australia. 

France A court ordered 
home furnishings giant 
Ikea to pay some 1.1 
million euros in fines and 
damages yesterday over a 
campaign to spy on union 
representatives, employees 
and some unhappy 
customers in France. 
Two former Ikea France 
executives were convicted 
and fined over the scheme 
and given suspended 
prison sentences. Among 
the other 13 defendants 
in the high-profile trial, 
some were acquitted and 
others given suspended 
sentences.

Somalia Police in Somalia 
say at least 15 people 
were killed and more 
than 20 others wounded 
when a suicide bomber 
attacked a military training 
center in the capital, 
Mogadishu, yesterday. 
Police spokesman Sadiq Ali 
Aden told reporters that 
the bomber, wearing an 
explosives-packed vest, 
impersonated a trainee to 
enter the camp in the city’s 
Medina district.
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Netanyahu may be 
ousted but his hard-line 
foreign policies remain

After two years of repeated and inconclusive Israeli 
elections, the advent of a new coalition government has 
ended the long era of Benjamin Netanyahu’s prime mi-
nistership. Yet he leaves a legacy of hawkish policies that 
will likely remain intact.

As a scholar of Middle Eastern politics, I think that Ne-
tanyahu will largely be remembered internationally for 
three things. These are stymieing the emergence of a 
Palestinian state, enhancing Israeli military strength and 
opposing Iranian power in the Middle East.

Distancing Palestinians
Netanyahu, known as “Bibi” to most Israelis, was prime 

minister from 1996 to 1999. He returned to power a deca-
de later. He began his first term as prime minister in 1996 
with two main qualities – extensive U.S. experience and a 
record as a security hawk.

The first quality meant he understood American politi-
cs and interest groups well, an advantage for keeping and 
enhancing strong U.S. government support for Israel. 

The second set him up for success in a country in which 
the army is a key – and revered – national institution.

Netanyahu pledged to avoid compromising with Pales-
tinians in the West Bank and Gaza areas under Israeli mi-
litary control since 1967, and he allowed rapid expansion 
of Jewish settlements in the West Bank. He rarely wavered 
from these two policies.

His party was voted out in 1999 but returned to power 
amid the Palestinian uprisings that began in 2000. After 
nearly a decade in and out of Likud government cabinets, 
he became prime minister again in 2009.

Among his most tangible legacies is the physical bar-
rier now separating West Bank Palestinians from Israelis, 
which gives Israeli authorities great control over how West 
Bank Palestinians enter Israel. 

The barrier has kept Israeli Jews from much contact 
with Palestinians other than during military service. 

This physical separation and a strong Israeli military 
presence have decreased Palestinian attacks within Israel 
and increased misery in Palestinian-controlled areas. 

His approach limited pressure on Jewish Israelis to make 
a final deal that would trade occupied land for broader 
peace. It also deprived Palestinians of basic liberties and 
opportunities, particularly in Gaza.

Reinforcing security
Long-term massive U.S. foreign aid and military assis-

tance and Netanyahu’s support have ensured that Israel’s 
army is far more powerful and well-equipped than the 
armed forces of any other nearby country. 

Netanyahu used this formidable military to strike hard 
when he deems necessary in Gaza, the area between Is-
rael and Egypt that Israel unilaterally returned to Palesti-
nian control in 2004. Hamas, a Palestinian group that ad-
vocates military action against Israel, is in charge of Gaza. 

Reflecting the sentiments of a growing number of ri-
ght-wing Jewish Israelis, Netanyahu has had a generally 
consistent response to ongoing concerns about Hamas, 
and Palestinians more generally. Israel, he argued, awaits 
Palestinian concessions that Israel is a Jewish state, with 
Jerusalem as its capital, and with no right for Palestinians 
to return to their pre-1948 homes in Israel. 

Many Palestinians find these conditions unfair in gene-
ral, particularly as a precondition to negotiations. 

Coupled with his government’s vast expansion of Jewish 
settlements in the West Bank, many veteran observers 
doubt that a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
standoff remains possible. At the same time, major vio-
lence in May 2021, which embroiled Palestinians and Is-
raelis in Gaza, Israel proper and the West Bank, has served 
as a reminder that the conflict still matters.

Netanyahu also sought relentlessly to curb Iran’s efforts 
to enhance its power through funding pro-Tehran mili-
tant groups in the Middle East. 

Tehran’s leaders are unremittingly hostile towards Is-
rael. Yet Netanyahu has played up this hostility to domes-
tic and international audiences, even urging the U.S. to 
attack Iran.

[Abridged]

PHILIPPINE President 
Rodrigo Duterte will ne-

ver cooperate with a possi-
ble International Criminal 
Court investigation into the 
thousands of killings under 
his anti-drugs crackdown, 
his spokesman said yester-
day, calling an internatio-
nal inquiry insulting to the 
country’s justice system.

But human rights activis-
ts welcomed the possible in-
vestigation as a long-awai-
ted step toward justice and 
accountability. A leading 
Duterte critic, jailed opposi-
tion Sen. Leila de Lima, said 
the Philippine leader may 
now be harboring fears of 
“being dragged in chains to 
the Hague” to be tried as “an 
enemy of mankind.”

Outgoing ICC chief pro-
secutor Fatou Bensouda 
said Monday that a preli-
minary examination found 
reason to believe crimes 
against humanity had been 
committed during Duterte’s 
crackdown on drugs be-
tween July 1, 2016, and Mar-
ch 16, 2019. 

The dates cover the pe-
riod between when Duterte 
launched his police-enfor-
ced crackdown shortly after 
winning a six-year presiden-
tial term and when he with-
drew the Philippines from 
the court. Critics said at the 
time he was trying to avoid 
accountability.

More than 6,000 mostly 
poor drug suspects have 
been killed, according to go-
vernment pronouncemen-
ts, but human rights groups 
say the death toll is consi-
derably higher and shou-
ld include many unsolved 
killings by motorcycle-ri-
ding gunmen who may have 

been deployed by police. 
Duterte has denied con-

doning extrajudicial killings 
of drug suspects although 
he has openly threatened 
suspects with death and 
has ordered police to shoot 
suspects who dangerously 
resist arrest.

In comments late Mon-
day, Duterte again threa-
tened drug dealers who he 
said were endangering the 
country’s young people.

“My personal guideline: 
Do not destroy my country. 
I will kill you,” Duterte said. 
“That’s the way it is. I will kill 
you to end the problem.”

The ICC’s Bensouda said 
she has sought authoriza-
tion to open a formal inves-
tigation. The court’s judges 
have 120 days to decide on 
her request.

Duterte’s spokesman, 
Harry Roque, blasted Ben-
souda’s move as “legally 
erroneous,” saying the ICC, 
as an international court of 
last resort, could only inter-
vene if a country’s judiciary 
and prosecutorial system 
fail to work and investigate 
domestic crimes. Roque ci-
ted many pending murder 
and other cases involving 
the government’s campaign 
against illegal drugs which 
were being tried by Philippi-
ne courts.

“It’s an insult to all Filipi-
nos for a foreigner like Ben-
souda and fellow Filipinos to 
say that our legal institution 
in the Philippines are not 
working and not dispensing 
justice,” Roque told a news 
conference. “How dare you 
say that the Philippine legal 
system is not working.”

Roque said political 
“enemies” of Duterte and 

his administration filed the 
complaints before the ICC, 
adding “we will never coo-
perate because we are no 
longer a member.”

Bensouda, however, 
stressed the court has juris-
diction over crimes alleged 
while the Philippines was 
still a member of the court.

Rights activists welco-
med Bensouda’s conclu-
sion. Amnesty Internatio-
nal said her announcement 
“is a much-awaited step in 
putting murderous incite-
ment by President Duterte 
and his administration to 
an end.”

Duterte said Monday 
that past investigations into 
the antidrug campaign, in-
cluding by de Lima when 
she led the Commission on 
Human Rights and later the 
Department of Justice, did 
not produce any incrimina-
ting evidence. 

De Lima has said that 
witnesses were scared of the 
backlash if they openly tes-
tified against Duterte, who 
carved a political name as 
a city mayor with an extra-
-tough approach to crime 
before rising to the presi-
dency.

Duterte on Monday 
again maintained that those 
killed had fought back and 
endangered police. He said 
law enforcement officers 
were not fools who would 
kill for the sake of killing. 

A retired police officer, 
Arthur Lascanas, publicly 
stated in 2017 that when 
Duterte was mayor he had 
paid him and other mem-
bers of a hit squad to kill 
criminals and opponents. 
Duterte’s team have denied 
the allegations. MDT/AP

Philippines: Int’l 
court probe of drug 
killings is insulting
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