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Hong Kong A fire 
engulfed 16 vessels in 
a typhoon shelter early 
yesterday, resulting in 
at least 10 boats sinking 
and one person sent 
to a hospital. The fire 
broke out at about 2:30 
a.m. at the Aberdeen 
South typhoon shelter 
in Hong Kong, and was 
extinguished more 
than six hours later. 
Firefighters rescued 
35 people from vessels 
during the fire, according 
to public broadcaster 
RTHK.

Thailand Faced with a 
sharp rise in coronavirus 
cases, the Thai capital 
yesterday announced 
a ban on indoor dining 
and gatherings of more 
than 20 people, in 
addition to the closure 
of construction sites 
and the sealing off of 
workers’ quarters in 
Bangkok and nine other 
provinces. The measures 
will remain for 30 days. 

Sri Lanka Around 175 
death row inmates in 
Sri Lanka continued 
their hunger strike for a 
second day, demanding 
their sentences be 
commuted to life in 
prison after the country’s 
president pardoned a 
former lawmaker who 
had been condemned 
for an election-related 
killing. Prison spokesman 
Chandana Ekanayake 
said top officials from 
the prison ministry 
had held in-person 
discussions with the 
striking inmates at two 
prisons.
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CE leads delegation to 
attend CPC celebration 

Chief Executive (CE) Ho Iat Seng 
will visit Beijing from today until July 
1, having been invited to attend 
celebrations marking the 100th 
anniversary of the founding of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC).
Members of the SAR Government 
delegation to the capital will include: the 
Secretary for Security Wong Sio Chak; 
the Secretary for Social Affairs and 
Culture Ao Ieong U; and the Chief-of-
Office of the Chief Executive’s Office 
Hoi Lai Fong. During Ho’s absence, 
the Secretary for Administration and 
Justice, Cheong Weng Chon, will take 
the role as Acting CE.

Radio Taxi loses 
MOP5m last year

The Macau Radio Taxi recorded a loss 
of MOP5.17 million last year, despite a 
total income from operational revenue 
and other sources of MOP192 million. 
Despite this financial predicament, 
company representatives affirmed 
that reforms are in progress. The 
management is working to turn losses 
into profits by the end of the year. The 
taxi company started operations on 
April 1, 2017 and now enjoys the license 
to operate 200 taxis. All vehicles used 
by the company are seven-seaters of 
medium to large sizes. It also operates 
several wheelchair-accessible taxis.

Decline of drug 
abuse in Macau

Police searching for witness 
of ambulance accident

RENATO MARQUES

THE number of people 
experiencing drug de-

pendency in Macau has been 
continuously dropping, the 
Social Welfare Bureau (IAS) 
said in a statement.

According to the official 
statistics, in 2020, the num-
ber of registered people ex-
periencing dependency at 
the Central Registration Sys-
tem for Drug Abusers of Ma-
cao has dropped from 346 in 
2019 to 219 in 2020 — a drop 

A Health Bureau’s am-
bulance reportedly 

collided with a 63 year-
-old man last Friday on 
Avenida Wai Long, inju-
ring the victim.

The Public Security 
Police Force (PSP) are 
now calling for eye wit-
nesses or individuals 
who can provide infor-
mation on the accident. 
These individuals may 
call 2837 4214 to contact 
the PSP’s Traffic Depart-
ment on the matter.

According to infor-
mation released by the 
PSP, the man was cros-
sing the road in front of 
the Macau University of 
Science and Technology. 
The police did not disclo-
se whether the man was 
crossing the road in a le-
gal manner.

There is a crossing fa-
cility in front of the Uni-

of 36.7% year-on-year.
Likewise, the average age 

of the local population regis-
tered at the center fell from 
36.2 years old in 2019 to 34.5 
years old in 2020.

The statistics also show 
that the drug with the highest 
rate of consumption conti-
nues to be methamphetami-
ne (ice), followed by cocaine 
and cannabis.

In 2020, ice and cocaine 
registered a drop in con-
sumption, while cannabis 
consumption has grown 

versity Hospital, but not 
at the main entrance of 
the university.

At about 3:58 p.m. last 
Friday, the ambulance 
was moving out from the 
Rotunda do Aeroporto 
roundabout, heading 
towards the Rotunda do 
Istmo roundabout, when 
it collided with the man.

from 6.3% to 11.2% in 2020.
Information provided by 

the IAS also notes that arou-
nd 70% of all drug consump-
tion has occurred at home, 
in local hotels, or at friends’ 
houses. The bureau notes 
that drug consumption is oc-
curring more in private and 
hidden environments, a fac-
tor that contributes to diffi-
culties of it being spotted and 
reported.

Authorities are also con-
cerned about the amounts 
spent per month on drug 
consumption. Although dro-
pping slightly, 8.3% of the 
consumers have reported 
spending 10,000 patacas or 
more per month.

According to data from the 
United Nations’ World Drug 
Report 2020, by 2018, there 
was an estimated 269 million 
people worldwide who had 
used drugs at least once.

The same report notes 
that about 35.6 million peo-
ple worldwide have expe-
rienced drug-related illnes-
ses, and some 480,000 died 
from drug abuse.

The man fell to the 
ground after the acci-
dent, sustaining injuries 
to his head, with visible 
bleeding on his forehead, 
his upper lip and the top 
of his head. He was cons-
cious and breathing with 
a pulse when delivered to 
the Conde de São Januá-
rio Hospital. AL

Local employment 
rate stable at 4.1%
HONEY TSANG 

THE unemployment rate of 
local residents stood at 4.1% 

for the three-month period of 
March to May this year. This 
level was the same as the pre-
ceding period from February to 
April, according to fresh data is-
sued last Friday by the Statistics 
and Census Service (DSEC).

But in a year-on-year compa-
rison, the local unemployment 
statistic still represented an in-
crease of 0.7 percentage points, 
when compared to 3.4% in the 
same period last year.

Meanwhile, the general 
unemployment rate also remai-
ned steady from the February to 
April period at 3.0%.

The total number of unem-
ployed people dropped by 100 
to 11,900 from March to May. 
The majority of those looking 
for a job were engaged in ga-
ming & junket, and construc-
tion sectors.

The percentage of new labor 
market entrants, most of them 

fresh graduates from schools, 
who are unemployed increased 
0.9 percentage points from the 
previous surveyed period to 
6.5% now.

The underemployment rate, 
an indicator for economic im-
provement, — declined by 0.6 
percentage points to 4.2%. The 
actual number of the underem-
ployed declined by 2,600 from 

the previous period to 16,300. 
Most have been working in ga-
ming and construction indus-
tries.

According to a separate state-
ment released on June 25 by the 
Labour Affairs Bureau (DSAL), 
the authorities reaffirmed that 
they are doing their utmost to 
“assist job seekers to secure a 
position as soon as possible 

from different levels of work.”
From January to mid-June 

this year, a total of 6,080 persons 
were referred by the DSAL to 
attend a job interview through 
DSAL’s job-matching endea-
vors. Around 1,439 were em-
ployed successfully, with 70% of 
them engaging in construction, 
security, cleaning service and 
retail sectors.

During the first half of 2021, 
the DSAL organized a total of 18 
job-matching events across dif-
ferent industries.

In the second quarter of this 
year, the DSAL collaborated 
with the city’s six casino opera-
tors to jointly mount 13 recruit-
ment fairs, offering more than 
1,300 vacancies. Participants 
included MGM, Galaxy, Wynn, 
Sands China, Grand Lisboa Pa-
lace and so on. In the end, 424 
out of 2,675 job seekers referred 
by the DSAL were employed 
from the job fairs.

Given the mainland’s rapid 
digitization, the DSAL vows to 
forge partnerships with seve-
ral renowned mainland enter-
prises and co-launch a set of 
internship programs in the co-
ming third quarter, in a bid to 
offer opportunities for Macau’s 
youths to better chart their ca-
reer path.
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ELECTIONS 2021
‘Macau Victory’ submits 
list of candidates

COVID-19
City’s 54th case is a 
returnee from the UK

PARLIAMENTARY elec-
tion first-timer “Macau 

Victory” has recently sub-
mitted a list of five can-
didates to the Legislative 
Assembly Electoral Affairs 
Commission (CAEAL), 
in the hopes of “awaking 
Macau people’s consciou-
sness.”

The five candidates in-
clude Lo Chun Seng, Ng 
Sio Hong, Ng Chong, Lam 
Cheng Weng and Lao Tak 
Wai.

Lo, the first candidate 
on the list, stressed that the 
list has no background or 

MACAU has registe-
red a new Covid-19 

patient, a returnee stu-
dent from the U.K., rai-
sing the overall number 
of cases to 54.

The returnee student, 
a local female resident, 
arrived in Macau on Sa-
turday at the Macau In-
ternational Airport. She 
was found to be mild po-
sitive via a viral polyme-
rase chain reaction (PCR) 
test at the local airport.

Current pandemic 
control measures require 
all entrants from non-

connections with any as-
sociation. As such, he ad-
mitted that they will enjoy 
fewer resources. They aim 
at “bringing clean air to the 
society.”

Having succeeded in ga-
thering 500 nominations, 
Lo believed that the team 
would be able to obtain 
sufficient votes to have the 
deposits refunded.

Lo was previously a 
journalist before becoming 
a volunteer at the office 
of incumbent lawmaker 
Au Kam San. He said he is 
concerned with press free-

-Greater China Region 
be found negative within 
72 hours prior to sche-
duled time of departure 
of first flight.

The patient tested ne-
gative in the U.K. on June 
23 prior to her flight.

She boarded her ini-
tial flight in the U.K. on 
June 25. She arrived in 
Singapore the next day 
and transferred to the 
Scoot flight 904 to Ma-
cau. She was assigned to 
seat number 26A.

Upon arrival in Ma-
cau, as well as being tes-

dom and the benefits of 
journalists.

Meanwhile, three lists of 
candidates have also been 
submitted for three sectors 
in the Indirect Election 
constituency. The three 
sectors are the Trade and 
Finance, the Professional 
and the Social Service and 
Education sectors.

For the time being, in-
cumbent lawmaker Ho Ion 
Sang is the only new face 
in the constituency. He will 
be running in the Social 
Service and Education sec-
tor. AL

ted for viral nucleic acid, 
she was also tested for 
viral antibodies. She had 
mild positive results for 
IgM and a negative result 
for IgG antibodies.

She denied ever ha-
ving been diagnosed 
with Covid-19 to the 
health authorities. She 
also denied being in 
contact with a Covid-19 
patient.

As of press time, the 
patient was asymptoma-
tic and is being treated at 
the Public Health Clini-
cal Centre in Coloane. AL

Liaison Office deputy head: 
Intention to overthrow means subversion
ANTHONY LAM

E
NDING the one-party 
system” is inappropria-
te in China under its 
legal framework, Zhang 

Rongshun, deputy director of 
the Liaison Office of the Central 
People’s Government in the Ma-
cao Special Administrative Re-
gion (SAR), has emphasized in a 
recent seminar.

He pointed out that it is sti-
pulated in the Chinese Cons-
titution that the leadership of 
the Communist Party of China 
(CPC) is the foundational sys-
tem of the country. It is, he said, 
completely different from the 
system in the Western world.

Zhang said that in Western 
countries, people can “sweep 
away” a political party from its 
governing state through elec-
tions. He stressed that adhering 
to the leadership of the CPC is 
“the Constitutional System” 
of the country, which has the 
“strongest legal bindings.”

The intention to overthrow 
CPC’s leadership is the inten-
tion to change the Constitu-
tional System of the country, 
he said, which is thus an act of 
subversion of a political regime 
in legal sense.

“Many who have learned 
from the West think calling for 
an end to the one-party system 
or overthrowing the CPC [is ac-
ceptable],” Zhang said at the se-
minar. “It may be so in the West, 
but under the Constitutional 
System and framework of Chi-
na, it is not [the case].”

On this ground, Zhang stres-
sed that the CPC leadership, as 
a Constitutional System, must 
be respected, upheld and safe-

guarded across the country, in-
cluding in the two SARs of Ma-
cau and Hong Kong.

He also pointed out that the 
leadership of the CPC is “inalie-
nable” from the ‘One country, 

two systems’ principle. He said 
that only by upholding the CPC 
leadership can the persistence 

of the principle be ensured.
He added that the concept of 

not adhering to the CPC leader-
ship while upholding the ‘One 
country, two systems’ Principle 
is “completely wrong.”

He also said that another fal-
se perspective is that the CPC 
leadership has nothing to do 
with Macau. This is an evasive 
attitude, he said. As the CPC 
leadership forms a Constitutio-
nal System, everything that has 
happened on the land called 
Macau since the establishment 
of the SAR is inseparable with 
the CPC leadership.

The Basic Law, he added, was 
compiled and promulgated un-
der the leadership of the CPC. 
The stipulations within, Zhang 
pointed out, clearly state that 
while becoming an SAR, Macau 
is completely under the lea-
dership of the Central People’s 
Government and the CPC. It is 
an essential component of the 
SAR’s constitutional order. 

“

Three lawmakers praise centenary of CPC, 
call to end support to separatists
LAWMAKERS Ma Chi Seng, Wu Chou Kit, 

and Chan Wa Keong have jointly presen-
ted a spoken inquiry to the government 
calling for the revision of the Macau laws to 
shield Macau from any possibility of provi-
ding support to separatists.

The joint inquiry was delivered by Wu 
during the period before the agenda of the 
plenary session last Thursday, conscious of 
the nearing date of celebration for the cen-
tenary of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC).

According to the lawmakers, the local 
government must revise the local laws, “to 
prevent the entry of external forces in the 

MSAR and stop, with all efforts, support ac-
tions to separatists.”

Wu added the need to improve on infor-
mation disclosure regarding national se-
curity laws to “prevent foreign forces [from 
taking] advantage of the MSAR for activities 
[that cause harm] against the mainland, 
stopping those conspiracies right from the 
start.”

In an intervention that calls on ultrana-
tionalism and on the pride of being Chine-
se, he added, “Under the leadership of the 
Communist Party of China, today’s China 
is at the forefront of the world in terms of 
advanced technology, economic scale, and 

the ability to protect people’s lives and heal-
th. It has managed to free itself from the hu-
miliations of a century ago and fulfill the 
wishes of the martyrs, of the heroes, and of 
the ancestors, who sacrificed and selflessly 
contributed to the revitalization of the Chi-
nese nation.”

He added, “We should be proud to be 
Chinese! We Chinese cannot forget the his-
tory of China, which was invaded and inti-
midated by Western powers.”

Although the unusual speech cau-
sed visible surprise in the faces of several 
lawmakers, none of them have made any 
further comment on the matter. RM



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
28.06.2021 mon

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page
MACAU 澳門

4

D
US

AN
 K

IP
IC

 ad

PJ warns 
public of scam 
mimicking 
DSF website
STAFF REPORTER

THE Judiciary Police (PJ) received re-
ports last week of a new online scam 

sending text messages purporting to 
come from the Financial Services Bu-
reau (DSF) website. The scam asks citi-
zens to provide their credit card details, 
according to the PJ’s announcement. 
The DSF has reported to the police and 
clarified that no such SMS was sent.

“These fake cell phone SMSs are not 
related to our bureau and have been re-
ported to the police. We hereby remind 
the public to be vigilant, not to click on 
the relevant fraudulent links and pro-
vide them with your personal informa-
tion,” the DSF’s clarification statement 
read.

The bureau said that this online scam 
worked by sending SMS in the name of 
“DSF,” asking people to fill out a self- 
declaration form in order to continue 
using their credit card services. The sta-
tement also pointed out that the scam 
link used in those SMS is “https://gov.
dsf.tax.”

The PJ warns anyone receiving simi-
lar SMS messages should not access any 
links in the SMS or fill in any personal 
information in order to not to be stolen 
from.

Lawmakers call for employment 
protection, better career paths
RENATO MARQUES

A group of lawmakers has se-
parately called on the gover-

nment to enforce more measu-
res to protect the employment of 
local residents.

Lawmakers Ho Ion Sang, 
Leong Sun Iok, and Lam Lon Wai 
put forward inquires before the 
agenda of Thursday’s Legislati-
ve Assembly session. Each one 
called for protections for the em-
ployment of recent graduates, 
gaming workers, and workers in 
general.

Lam recalled a recent study 
organized by the Macau Fede-
ration of Trade Unions which 
notes that the unemployment 
among residents is higher and is 
growing faster than the general 
unemployment rate.

“In other words, there are 
12,000 people unemployed [be-
tween February and April this 
year], an increase of 400 people,” 
Lam said, citing the figures from 
the study. 

He added: “These figures 
show a pessimistic employment 
situation, that [requires] that the 
government enforce measures 
to support the job placement of 
local workers.”

Lam called for urgent mea-
sures, noting that, beside the 
unemployment figures, there 
are also growing concerns about 
the underemployment rate, 
workers in layoff situations, and 
those experiencing wages re-
ductions.

The lawmaker also called on 
the government to enforce spe-
cial rules regarding contracts 
for public works and the like to 
“safeguard the priority of hiring 
residents; to avoid the [program] 
of replacing residents with non-
-residents; and [to] prevent the 
abnormal competition between 
residents and non-residents that 
offer cheaper manpower.”

On the same topic, Leong 
noted more specifically that ga-
ming sector workers are among 
those most affected by the Co-
vid-19 pandemic.

The lawmaker wants the go-
vernment, taking into account 
the recent tender of a new ga-
ming concessions law, to en-
force added guarantees for the 
workers of this industry.

“For the well-being of 
workers, I hope that the go-
vernment will take advantage 
of this opportunity, of the new 
public tender for the gaming 
licenses. [I hope that they will] 
promote the improvement of 
the working environment and 
the career development in the 
gaming sector, optimizing the 
work environment and gua-
rantees, encourage concessio-
naires to implement measures 
favorable to the family, [and] to 
increase the capacity to resist 
[social] risks,” Leong said. 

He added that the govern-
ment should think about the 

creation of a Gaming Workers’ 
Rights Protection Fund.

Leong also proposed that 
more careers within the gaming 
sector should be restricted to 
local workers only as is done for 
the post of croupier — to “leave 
the good jobs to Macau people.”

The lawmaker noted that, 
as the major pillar of the local 
economy, measures enforced 
for this sector may also result in 
good outcomes for other indus-
tries linked with it.

Lawmaker Ho expressed con-
cerns primarily about the diffi-
culties of recent graduates trying 
to land a job under the current 
economic circumstances.

Ho wants the government to 
create and disclose information 
through secondary schools to 
help the local students choose 
career paths as early as possible, 
to help minimize the number 
deciding on careers that have 
few prospects in Macau.

The lawmaker thinks that the 
government should create gui-
debooks for schools to help stu-
dents decide on the right career 
paths, pointing the new genera-
tion toward developing talents 
identified to be in demand by the 
government.
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S Gov’t suspends 
Kai Fong’s 
school land 
concession

Definition of 
‘residence’ to 
follow fire 
safety law

THE School of the Residents of Macau, opera-
ted by the General Union of Neighborhood 

Associations of Macau (UGAMM), has recently 
had its land concession suspended by the gover-
nment.

The land concession was issued for education 
purposes at no cost in 1994 by the then Portugue-
se administration to the UGAMM.

Recently, the Secretary for Transport and Pu-
blic Works announced in the Official Gazette that 
the land concession has been terminated in ac-
cordance with the law. According to the conces-
sion agreement, the concession period ended on 
January 4, 2019.

However, the concession can legally be exten-
ded to December 19, 2049.

The law stipulates that unremunerated land 
lease can only be extended with the approval of 
the Chief Executive. Application for an extension, 
however, must be submitted no earlier than nine 
months and no later than six months prior to the 
expiry date.

The termination came into effect because the 
UGAMM did not file for an extension of the con-
cession within the legal period.

The management of the UGAMM admitted to 
the matter. It has been quoted as saying that the 
entity has filed for another concession because a 
renewal cannot be granted as the previous con-
cession has already ended. AL

IF the Urban Construction Legal Regime pas-
ses the Legislative Assembly, the definition of 

residential use under this regime will align with 
the Fire Safety Law, a parliamentary committee 
confirmed yesterday.

In the bill’s original text, the proposed defi-
nition of a residence was much wider and in-
cluded hotel rooms and office units used for 
residential purposes. In response to underlying 
concerns, the government updated the text to 
align with definitions within other laws. In the 
future, only units legally registered for residen-
tial use will be considered residences for the 
purposes of the regime.

The update is crucial, according to the com-
mittee. Pursuant to the bill, in the future, when 
the Land, Public Works and Transport Bureau 
wants to conduct inspections on a residential 
unit but is refused entry by the owner or tenant, 
the bureau will require a court order to enter.

The committee pointed out that this chan-
ge in definition will allow the authority to 
promptly inspect units such as rooftop cons-
tructions that may jeopardize the general 
structure of the building.

In contrast to units legally registered as resi-
dences, the government will have the authori-
ty to enter non-residential units such as office 
units and hotel rooms for inspections that are 
deemed necessary by the bureau.

Under normal circumstances, according to 
the parliamentary committee, the administra-
tion will not require a court order to inspect 
non-residential units. AL

USJ ‘bullying’ scandal 
leaves nine professors 
fired, three resigning
HONEY TSANG 

A 
group of nine 
professors were 
let go “without 
justifiable cause” 

by the University of Saint 
Joseph (USJ) and ano-
ther three resigned due to 
“bullying” by superiors, 
lawmaker José Pereira 
Coutinho unveiled the un-
settling news to the media 
on June 25.

Coutinho was told by 
the victims that there has 
been a long-term problem 
of abusing power at USJ, 
in which some managerial 
staff “cursed” at the lower-
-ranking colleagues in an 
“imperious manner” — 
and sometimes even “tos-
sing apples to them.”

Before being dismissed, 
the nine professors conve-
ned a meeting with USJ’s 
rector Stephen Morgan to 
report on the school’s faul-
ty internal management, in 
the hope of resolving the 
predicament. 

However, all those who 
attended this meeting were 
fired by the university af-
terward, Coutinho said.

Coutinho ruled out the 
possibility that this was 
coincidental, asserting that 
“Firing these nine profes-

sors was completely the 
[USJ’s] management se-
ttling a score [with them].”

All of the professors who 
were dismissed by the USJ 
are Macau residents. Af-
ter being informed by the 
school of their immediate 
termination, the profes-
sors and Coutinho met 
with USJ’s rector, trying to 
seek a peaceful resolution. 
The institution held fast to 
the firings, claiming it was 
a decision made as part 
of “institution’s restructu-
ring.” 

On June 25, Coutinho, 
in the company of seven 
dismissed USJ professors, 
held a closed-door mee-
ting with authorities of 
the Labour Affairs Bureau 
(DSAL), urging the DSAL to 
conduct an in-depth inves-
tigation on this allegedly 
unprincipled event.

“From what we can see, 
the claimed “restructu-
ring” is in fact filling the 
vacancies with foreign tea-
chers. […] The main rea-
son behind this is that the 
school wants to employ 
their close acquaintances 
[from abroad],” Coutinho 
told the press.

According to Macau’s la-
bor law, the school should 
prioritize hiring local tea-

chers. “They should only 
employ foreigners provi-
ded that no locals are fou-
nd fit for the vacancies,” 
the lawmaker emphasized.

The DSAL was urged 
by Coutinho to probe into 
this case, ensuring that the 
number of hired foreigners 
in the USJ does not exceed 
the limit required by the 
law. The lawmaker also 
pressed the DSAL to recon-
firm whether the dismissal 
compensations were dis-
tributed to dismissed scho-
lars fully.

Coutinho is planning to 
turn to other government 
departments such as the 
Education and Youth Deve-
lopment Bureau (DSEDJ) 
to help the three professors 
who resigned on their own 
accord, as there is no law 
in Macau to safeguard the 
employment rights of tho-
se who have already resig-
ned.

A married couple, who 
have worked for the USJ 
for five to seven years, was 
fired during this incident, 
while their son is still stu-
dying in Year 3 at the USJ, 
the lawmaker said.

“It’s especially difficult 
for these people [profes-
sors] to find other place-
ments in May and June, 

during the exam period,” 
he told the press. He added 
that their unemployment 
has translated to zero inco-
me for their family since.

Coutinho appreciated 
the honesty of Morgan, 
who in an earlier exchange 
confessed to unfair condi-
tions imposed by some of 
his colleagues in manage-
rial positions. However, he 
hinted that the rector shou-
ld also be held responsible 
for shielding the wrong-
doings of the management. 

“He [the rector] also 
confirmed that all the dis-
missed professors did no-
thing wrong — but they are 
no longer needed due to 
the school’s restructuring,” 
Coutinho added.

It is alleged that one of 
the bullies was an alcoho-
lic who binged drinking on 
and off while at work, but 
that the individual no lon-
ger works at the USJ.

The dismissed profes-
sors engaged in a wide va-
riety of academic arenas. 
All high-level managers are 
non-locals, according to 
Coutinho. 

On the heels of Couti-
nho’s remarks, Morgan is-
sued a statement Friday ni-
ght refuting his allegations, 
which the rector said “mis-
represent entirely what he 
was told by the USJ.”

“The proportion of local 
academic staff has risen 
from 70%, when I beca-
me rector in May 2020, to 
76% now. Our admin staff 
remains 97% local residen-
ts,” he said, adding: “It is to 
be regretted that he [Cou-
tinho] has today chosen 
knowingly to say exactly 
the opposite.”
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Security chief named Hong Kong No. 2 official amid clampdown
C

HINA on Friday promo-
ted Hong Kong’s top se-
curity official to the terri-
tory’s No. 2 spot as Beijing 

looks to the government of the 
Asian financial hub to clamp down 
on free speech and political oppo-
nents to restore stability following 
anti-government protests. 

Chief Executive Carrie Lam said 
Secretary for Security John Lee 
would replace Matthew Cheung as 
the city’s chief secretary, while poli-
ce chief Chris Tang would take over 
Lee’s role. Raymond Siu Chak-yee, 
Tang’s deputy, will be the new head 
of the police force. 

Hong Kong’s government has 
long been lauded for its professio-
nalism and efficiency, but its image 
has been battered in recent years 
by its banning and suppression 
of pro-democracy protests and its 
hard-line enforcement of Beijing’s 
security policies. The U.S. and 
other Western democracies have 
imposed visa bans and other sanc-
tions on Lam, Lee and other mem-
bers of the administration. 

Violent clashes between police 
and pro-democracy demonstra-
tors in 2019 prompted the central 
government to adopt a firm line 
against political concessions, a 
policy seen through by Lam, Lee, 

Tang and Siu, who made restoring 
public order their top priority. 

“They have had distinguished 
performance in the government 
over the years and possess pro-
ven leadership skills,” Lam said of 
those promoted. “I am confident 
that they are competent for their 
new posts and would rise to the 
challenges in serving the commu-
nity.” 

Cheung, the former No. 2, will 
be retiring from government ser-
vice. 

The leadership changes come a 
year after Beijing imposed a swee-
ping national security law on the 
former British colony and one day 
after Hong Kong’s last remaining 
pro-democracy newspaper, the 
Apple Daily, published its final edi-
tion.

Police froze $2.3 million of the 
newspaper’s assets, searched its 
office and arrested five top editors 
and executives last week, accusing 
them of foreign collusion to en-
danger national security. Its fou-
nder, Jimmy Lai, is facing charges 
under the national security law of 
foreign collusion and is currently 
serving a prison sentence for invol-
vement in the 2019 pro-democracy 
protest movement. 

On Thursday, U.S. President 

Joe Biden said it was a “sad day 
for media freedom in Hong Kong 
and around the world,” and accu-
sed Beijing of having “insisted on 
wielding its power to suppress in-
dependent media and silence dis-
senting views.” 

“People in Hong Kong have the 
right to freedom of the press. Ins-
tead, Beijing is denying basic liber-

ties and assaulting Hong Kong’s 
autonomy and democratic institu-
tions and processes, inconsistent 
with its international obligations,” 
Biden said in a statement on the 
White House website. 

Apple Daily continues to be pu-
blished online in Taiwan, the self-
-governing island democracy that 
China claims as its own territory. 

Beijing promised Hong Kong 
could maintain its civil liberties 
for 50 years after the former British 
colony was handed over to Chine-
se rule in 1997, but has essentially 
abandoned that commitment to 
impose total political control and 
end what it sees as undue foreign 
influence on the semi-autono-
mous city’s institutions. 
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SANDS CHINA NEWS
Sands China Seminar Gives Team Members 
Macao Tourism Development Overview

Sands China team members got an overview of Macao’s tourism development at a 
seminar at The Parisian Theatre May 25, as part of the company’s ongoing effort to build team 
members’ professionalism and deepen their understanding of the development of Macao.

Maria Helena de Senna Fernandes, director of the Macao Government Tourism Office, 
conducted the seminar, which allowed team members to gain a comprehensive overview of 
the MGTO and an understanding of Macao’s recent tourism profile – providing insights that 
can help the company target potential tourism markets and enhance team members’ overall 
understanding of Macao’s tourism development strategies and policies.

“It is important for our team members to have a good understanding of Macao’s tourism 
development, especially during these times of the pandemic, as part of their professionalism 
education,” said Dr. Wilfred Wong, president of Sands China Ltd. “The company thanks 
Director Fernandes for sharing her knowledge and insights with our team members, so that 
they can have a deeper understanding of key issues such as Macao’s tourism development 
strategies and regional cooperation between Guangdong, Hong Kong, and Macao.”

The seminar’s topics included: an introduction to the MGTO, Macao’s recent tourism 
performance, the city’s anti-pandemic measures, and an overview of Macao’s tourism 
development strategies. 

A couple hundred team members attended, including Kenry Yip, director of the travel service 
department, who shared: “I was very pleased to have the opportunity to participate in today’s 
seminar conducted by Director Fernandes. The event helped us better understand the 
structure and functions of the Macao Government Tourism Office, as well as the important 
role they play in dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic, such as by helping Macao residents 
stranded abroad to navigate travel restrictions to return home. We learned so much from this 
two-hour seminar.” 

Sands China has been committed to improving the professionalism of its team members 
through various initiatives, including professional literacy training courses, Greater Bay Area 
tours, professional lectures, various professional exchange activities, and through film viewing 
sessions. Nearly 30 professionalism activities have been held to date, with a participation of 
over 10,000.

Security chief named Hong Kong No. 2 official amid clampdown
China effectively ended multiparty 

democracy in Hong Kong by having 
the ceremonial Chinese legislature in 
Beijing impose the national security 
law without debate or a vote in the 
city’s Legislative Council. It then mo-
ved to pack the Legislative Council 
with Beijing loyalists while radically 
reducing the proportion of legislators 
directly elected by voters. 

Opposition legislators earlier re-
signed as a group after four collea-
gues were barred on national security 
grounds. 

In recent months, police have ar-
rested most of the city’s pro-demo-
cracy activists. Most are still in police 
custody, while others have sought 
asylum abroad, under threat from 
Lam’s administration for past state-
ments and actions seen as disloyal to 
China or in violation of Hong Kong 
law as it now stands. 

Despite the overwhelming em-
phasis on security, Lam told reporters 
that the role of the chief secretary in 
helping oversee the city’s daily admi-
nistration, including dealing with the 
COVID-19 pandemic, had not chan-
ged.

Yet she appeared to acknowledge 
Beijing’s increasingly assertive role 
in managing the city’s affairs and the 
central government’s demand for 
absolute loyalty from Hong Kong of-
ficials and members of the Legislative 
Council. 

“Now today as chief executive, 
I am responsible not only to Hong 
Kong but also to the central gover-
nment, performing national duties, 
particularly in safeguarding national 

security,” Lam told reporters. “So for 
people with commitment, integrity, 
leadership and spirit to serve the na-
tion and Hong Kong [...] we will put in 
our best.” 

China has dismissed foreign sanc-
tions and criticism as interference in 
its internal affairs, and Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Zhao Lijian on 
Friday defended the national security 
law as focused on “cracking down on 
a small group of anti-China elemen-
ts in Hong Kong who have seriously 
endangered national security, and 
which protects the rights and free-
doms enjoyed by the vast majority of 
Hong Kong residents in accordance 
with the law, including freedom of 
the press.” 

“Since the enforcement of the 
Hong Kong national security law, 
Hong Kong society has returned to 
stability, the rule of law and justice 
has been upheld, and the legal rights 
and freedoms of Hong Kong residents 
and foreign citizens have been better 
protected in a safer environment,” 
Zhao said at a daily briefing. 

“Accusing China of suppressing 
press freedom just because the orga-
nization involved in the case is a news 
outlet and the individuals punished 
are working in the field of journalism 
is an attempt to confuse the public 
out of ulterior motives,” Zhao said. 

“The U.S. should respect the fac-
ts, stop using excuses of any form to 
obstruct law enforcement in (Hong 
Kong), stop shielding suspects and 
interfering in Hong Kong affairs and 
China’s internal affairs in any way,” 
he said. MDT/AP

China says no strings 
attached to vaccine 
shipments overseas
CHINA said Saturday that it 

provides vaccines to other 
countries with no political con-
ditions attached, responding to 
a story by The Associated Press 
saying China pressured Ukraine 
into withdrawing from a multi-
-country statement on human 
rights in China’s Xinjiang region 
by threatening to withhold a CO-
VID-19 vaccine shipment.

A statement from the Chinese 
Foreign Ministry said it welco-
med Ukraine’s decision to take 
its name off the statement at a 
meeting of the U.N. Human Ri-
ghts Council in Geneva, adding 
“we haven’t heard that Ukraine 
has encountered any difficulty in 
importing vaccines from China.”

The Associated Press, citing 
diplomats from two Western 
countries, reported that Ukrai-
ne had pulled its name from the 
statement Thursday after China 

warned it would block a planned 
shipment of at least 500,000 do-
ses of COVID-19 vaccines unless 
it did so. The diplomats spoke on 
condition of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to dis-
cuss the matter publicly.

China’s written response to 
AP did not directly address the 
specific charge, but said, “China’s 
provision of vaccines and anti-e-
pidemic materials to other coun-
tries is not meant to gain benefits 
from other countries and there 
isn’t any geopolitical purpose 
nor any political conditions atta-
ched.”

Ukraine had briefly joined the 
statement by over 40 countries 
presented by Canada at the Hu-
man Rights Council on Tuesday. 
The statement urged China to 
allow immediate access for in-
dependent observers to Xinjiang. 
MDT/AP
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The United States has handed power back to the Iraqi 
people at a low-key ceremony in Baghdad. 

US administrator Paul Bremer transferred sovereignty 
to an Iraqi judge at a handover brought forward two days 
in an attempt to prevent the occasion being marked by 
bloodshed. 

Mr Bremer flew out of the country shortly after. His de-
parture ends 15 months of US control in Iraq. 

Iraq’s interim Prime Minister Iyad Allawi, who attended 
the handover in the city’s heavily-guarded “Green Zone”, 
said it was an “historic day” for Iraq. 

Mr Allawi’s cabinet were sworn in at a later ceremony, 
also held in secret. 

The new prime minister made a televised address after 
formally taking office. 

He told Iraqis: “I call on our people to stand united to ex-
pel the foreign terrorists who are killing our children and 
destroying our country.” 

Although power is back in Iraqi hands, US President 
George Bush said American troops would remain in the 
country as long as they were needed. 

The president added that US presence would also be 
at the request of the newly-formed interim government. 

Mr Bremer defended his country’s reasons for being in 
Iraq, referring to recently discovered graves where thou-
sands victims of Saddam Hussein’s regime are believed 
to be buried. 

The former Coalition Provisional Authority administra-
tor said: “Anybody who has any doubt about whether Iraq 
is a better place today than it was 14 months ago should 
go down and see the mass graves in Hilla. 

“Anybody who has seen those things that I have will 
know that Iraq is a much better place.” 

The power handover was welcomed by world leaders. 
The European Union and Nato alliance both pledged 
their support for Mr Allawi’s government. 

Mr Bush and Mr Blair were apparently the only leaders 
at the current Nato summit who knew the transfer of so-
vereignty would take place early. 

The news was revealed by Iraqi foreign minister Hoshyar 
Zebari, speaking after talks with the UK prime minister. 

Courtesy BBC News

2004 US tranSferS power
   back to Iraq

In context

Bringing the handover forward and holding it in secret 
meant the transfer of power was not marked by attacks by 
insurgents. 
But frequent attacks on US and UK forces as well as on Iraqi 
civilians have continued to take place in the country. 
Neither the US nor Britain have yet committed to a date 
when troops will be removed. 
Iraq held its first multi-party elections in 50 years in January 
2005. An interim democratically elected government was 
sworn in on 3 May 2005 with Shia Ibrahim Jaafari as prime 
minister. 
But finding an acceptable balance of power in the govern-
ment between Iraq’s national groups has proved difficult. 
In December 2005 Iraqis voted for the first full-term gov-
ernment since the American-led invasion. 
In January 2006 the Shia-led United Iraqi Alliance emerged 
as winners of the elections but without an absolute ma-
jority. 
After four months of deadlock, President Talabani asked 
Shia compromise candidate Jawad al-Maliki to form a new 
government. 

this day in historyCOVID-19

WHO: Delta variant is 
‘most transmissible’ 
identified so far

DIPLOMACY

Blinken, Lapid meet in Rome 
amid reset US-Israel relations

MARIA CHENG, LONDON

T
HE head of the 
World Health Or-
ganization said the 
COVID-19 delta 

variant, first seen in India, is 
“the most transmissible of 
the variants identified so far,” 
and warned it is now sprea-
ding in at least 85 countries.

At a press briefing on Fri-
day, WHO director-general 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus said the lack of vaccines 
in poor countries was exa-
cerbating the delta variant’s 
transmission. He described a 
recent meeting he attended 
of an advisory group estab-
lished to allocate vaccines.

“They were disappointed 
because there is no vaccine 
to allocate,” he said, critici-
zing rich countries for decli-
ning to immediately share 
shots with the developing 
world. “If there is no vaccine, 
what do you share?” 

Tedros said the global 
community was failing and 
risked repeating the mistakes 
made during the AIDS crisis 
decades ago and during the 
2009 swine flu pandemic — 

LAURIE KELLMAN, 
MATTHEW LEE & ELLEN 
KNICKMEYER, ROME

HUSH-HUSH diploma-
cy. In-person visits. And 

a very public no-surprises 
agreement on Iran.

U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and Israeli 
Foreign Minister Yair Lapid 
met in Rome yesterday as 
their new governments look 
to turn the page on former 
President Donald Trump 
and former Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who-
se close alliance aggravated 
partisan divisions within 
both countries.

Now, with Trump side-
lined in Florida and Ne-
tanyahu leading the oppo-

when vaccines only arrived 
in poor countries after the 
outbreak ended. 

“It took 10 years (for anti-
retrovirals) to reach the low 
income countries after (HIV) 
was already rampant in high 
income countries,” he said. 
“Do we want to repeat the 
same thing?”

COVAX, the U.N.-backed 
effort aiming to distribute 
vaccines to poor countries, 
has missed several targets to 
share COVID-19 shots, and 
its biggest supplier is not ex-
pected to export any vacci-
nes until the end of the year. 
The hundreds of millions of 
doses promised by countries 

sition, President Joe Biden 
and Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett are focused on prag-
matic diplomacy rather than 
dramatic initiatives that risk 
fomenting opposition at 
home or distracting from 
other priorities.

That means aiming for 
smaller achievements, such 
as shoring up the informal 
cease-fire that ended last 
month’s war with Gaza’s 
militant Hamas rulers and 
replenishing Israel’s Iron 
Dome defense system. A 
major push to revive the lon-
g-dormant peace process 
between Israel and the Pa-
lestinians could unsettle the 
delicate balance.

“Nobody thinks it’s a good 
idea to start charging throu-

including Britain, the U.S. 
and others are not likely to 
arrive anytime soon. 

“We have through COVAX 
this month zero doses of As-
traZeneca vaccine, zero do-
ses of Pfizer vaccine, zero do-
ses of (Johnson and Johnson) 
vaccine,” acknowledged Dr. 
Bruce Aylward, a senior advi-
ser to the WHO chief. “Every 
single one of our suppliers is 
unable to supply during this 
period because others are 
making demands on tho-
se products, others who are 
vaccinating very young po-
pulations that are not at risk.”

As border restrictions and 
other public health measures 

gh on a major new peace 
initiative,” said Ilan Gol-
denberg, a Mideast security 
expert at the nonprofit Cen-
ter for a New American Se-
curity. “But there are things 
you can do quietly under the 
radar, on the ground, to im-
prove the situation.”

That approach — of ma-
naging the conflict rather 
than trying to solve it — may 
succeed in papering over do-
mestic divisions. But it also 
maintains a status quo that 
the Palestinians find increa-
singly oppressive and hope-
less, and which has fueled 
countless cycles of unrest. 

The Americans and Is-
raelis will try to work out 
differences away from the 
public, as in Biden’s “quiet” 

are loosened across Europe, 
the U.S. and in other coun-
tries with high vaccination 
rates, WHO officials warned 
that this could lead to a re-
surgence of disease. 

“The global situation is 
incredibly fragile,” said Ma-
ria Van Kerkhove, the WHO’s 
technical lead on COVID-19. 
Van Kerkhove said that while 
transmission is dropping in 
Europe, there are numerous 
events — from large sporting 
events to backyard barbe-
ques — that all have conse-
quences for disease spread.

“The delta variant, the vi-
rus, will continue to evolve,” 
Van Kerkhove said. “Right 
now our public health and 
social measures work, our 
vaccines work, our diagnos-
tics work, our therapeutics 
work. But there may be a 
time where this virus evolves 
and these countermeasures 
don’t.”

Earlier this month, British 
officials announced that they 
would allow 60,000 fans to 
attend the semi-finals and fi-
nals of the European football 
championships at London’s 
Wembley stadium — to the 
dismay of some public heal-
th experts.

Lawrence Young, a viro-
logist at the University of 
Warwick, called it “worrying 
and confusing,” saying there 
was limited data to prove its 
safety, especially given the 
prevalence of the more in-
fectious delta variant. “(The) 
inevitable opportunities for 
the virus to spread in enclo-
sed spaces like lavatories is a 
recipe for disaster.” MDT/AP

diplomacy, when he private-
ly urged Netanyahu to wind 
down the Israel-Hamas war 
ahead of a truce that took ef-
fect May 21. 

“They know you can have 
a pitched battle, or handle it 
behind closed doors and try 
to move the policy,” said U.S. 
Democratic pollster Mark 
Mellman, who worked as a 
consultant on Lapid’s cam-
paigns.

Both governments will try 
to preserve Israel’s fragile go-
verning coalition, in part by 
reducing provocations that 
played a part in sparking 
the 11-day war that claimed 
at least 254 Palestinian lives 
and killed 13 people in Israel. 

The new coalition in Israel 
shares little beyond the con-
viction that Netanyahu had 
to go. It’s composed of eight 
parties, each effectively with 
veto power on decisions. So 
if even one party bolts, Is-
rael’s government would be 
at serious risk of collapse, 
with Netanyahu waiting just 
offstage. MDT/AP
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom

SUDOKU

CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1-  Helper: Abbr.; 5- Exec’s degree; 8- Skilled; 12- Like some 

excuses; 13- Roman goddess of the moon; 15- Simpleton; 16- Camaro model; 
17- Barely beat; 18- Therefore; 19- Stingy; 22- Put on; 23- Proverb ending?; 24- 
Sheet of stamps; 26- Prison warden; 29- Furry swimmers; 31- Spasm; 32- Rascal; 
34- Dazzling display; 36- Weight; 38- Govt. security; 40- Potter’s oven; 41- Allow 
to enter; 43- Departing; 45- Rebellious Turner; 46- House in D.C.; 48- Pursued; 50- 
City on Norton Sound; 51- High mountain; 52- Center starter; 54- Embody in an 
outward form; 61- “That smarts!”; 63- Theme; 64- Point after deuce; 65- Final Four 
org.; 66- Glove material; 67- Web locale; 68- Offer; 69- In medias ___; 70- One 
who has something coming?;
 
DOWN 1- Hit the ground; 2- Dress often worn by Hindu women; 3- Kind of alert; 
4- Computer expert; 5- Calf-length skirt; 6- Sacks; 7- Work without ___; 8- Actor 
Vigoda; 9- Marginal; 10- Trademark; 
11- Black, in poetry; 13- Turn aside; 14- 
Masterful; 20- Knocks lightly; 21- Go out 
with; 25- Bottle part; 26- Varieties; 27- 
Worldwide; 28- Scope; 29- Pertaining 
to the eye; 30- Cobb, e.g.; 31- Get thee 
___ nunnery; 33- Sound of a cow; 35- Big 
bang cause; 37- ___-Japanese War; 39- 
Improve; 42- Easy to manage; 44- Big 
bash; 47- Schoolbooks; 49- Spatter; 52- 
Seemingly forever; 53- Dark purple; 55- 
Travel from place to place; 56- Fencing 
sword; 57- Disencumbers; 58- Romeo’s 
last words; 59- Tubular pasta; 60- Cabinet 
dept.; 62- Actor Linden; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Are you a person of  action? 
Maybe you think you are, but 
don’t be surprised if  you feel 
like mulling things over before 
jumping into a new situation 
today.

Apr. 20-May. 20
It’s important to trust your friends 
and loved ones when they give 
you advice about your heart and 
your feelings, but right now you 
should not listen to any of  their 
financial advice.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Eat up the limelight and savor all 
the adulation you’re getting. You 
know darn well that you’re an 
asset to any situation, so do not 
be bashful, and, whatever you do, 
don’t you dare hide your light.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Every once in a while, you have 
to put it first and give yourself  the 
attention you need. If  any part 
of  you dreads mingling with a 
roomful of  people, do yourself  a 
favor and politely opt out.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Give yourself  time to get used to 
them being around, and do not 
make any attempt to spend more 
time with them in a planned way. 
If  you see them again, you see 
them again.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
This is a wonderful quality, and 
it is part of  what makes you an 
exceptional friend. You won’t 
miss out on the fun too much, and 
you’ll move a relationship to the 
next level.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
This won’t keep you from making 
choices, but it will definitely 
keep you from making enemies! 
Enjoy your objectivity, and try to 
encourage other people to follow 
in your footsteps.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You can be forgiven for getting 
caught up in the moment today 
if  good news sends you into a 
silly rant of  excitement! Let loose 
when the good news hits your 
ears.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
You are coming to realize that 
friendships come in all shapes, 
sizes, and power dynamics. You 
cannot be the leader all the time, 
and you most certainly cannot be 
a follower all the time.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Just one little breeze of  effort will 
take this idea and send it soaring 
to greater heights than you could 
have ever imagined. Take one 
step; momentum will take care of  
the rest.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Do they encourage you to be the 
best you can be or make you doubt 
your actions? Do they celebrate 
your successes or try to one-up you 
all the time? Answer these questions, 
and you’ll know what to do.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The best kind of  wisdom comes 
from people who know you well, 
so if  you are feeling the urge to 
start a new relationship with one 
of  your old relatives, then you 
shouldn’t wait to get started. 

  Aquarius Pisces
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France’s Karim Benzema

Wales 0 4 Denmark

Italy 2 1 Austria

Latest results

Upcoming Games

ODDSCHECKER.COM

Date Time Home Away City ODDS

Tue Jun 29 0:00 Croatia Spain Copenhagen H 7.2, D 3.95, A 1.64

Tue Jun 29 3:00 France Switzerland Bucharest H 1.61, D 3.95, A 7.8

Italy sets record for not 
conceding, then allows a goal

PREVIEW

France looks to forwards, Swiss aim to end knockout drought
WINNING the tou-

ghest group at the 
European Championship 
wasn’t really a big surprise 
for the World Cup cham-
pions. Winning only one 
match in that group was, 
though.

Regardless, it was still 
enough for France to finish 
first in Group F and set up 
a match against Switzer-
land today in the round of 
16.

“A new competition is 
starting,” France coach Di-
dier Deschamps said.

With Kylian Mbappé, 
Antoine Griezmann and 
Karim Benzema, Des-
champs has enough atta-
cking power to deliver ba-
ck-to-back major titles, so-
mething that would match 
the country’s achievement 
in 1998 and 2000.

Benzema and Mbap-
pé swap quick passes and 
switch positions high up 
the field, with the quick-
-thinking and skilful Griez-
mann operating behind 
them. But none of them 

were able to score in the 
opening 1-0 win over Ger-
many, a match decided by 
Mats Hummels’ own-goal.

Griezmann did get 
on the scoreboard in the 
1-1 draw against Hun-
gary, while Benzema sco-
red both in the 2-2 draw 
against Portugal after re-
joining the national squad 
following an exile of almost 
six years.

“We know we need to 
improve,” said midfielder 
Paul Pogba, another of 
France’s key players.

Benzema is coming off a 
season in which he had 30 
goals for Real Madrid, and 
one of his previous best 
performances for France 
came in a 5-2 win over the 
Swiss at the 2014 World 
Cup in Brazil. He scored 
one, set up another and 
had yet another disallowed 
because it crossed the line 
just after the final whistle.

The 22-year-old Mbap-
pé, who scored a career-
-high 42 goals for Paris 
Saint-Germain this season, 

excelled at the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia, scoring four 
goals on the way to helping 
France win its second title 
at the tournament. He ne-
tted one of those goals in 
the 4-2 victory over Croatia 
in the final.

Switzerland has it’s 
own battle with history 
to deal with.

The Swiss are hoping 
to end a run of three con-
secutive exits in the round 
of 16 at major tournamen-
ts. Overall, they have not 
won a match in a knockout 
stage at any major tourna-
ment in 67 years.

Switzerland finished 
third in Group A with four 
points, advancing as one 
of the four best third-pla-
ce teams. After a 1-1 draw 
with Wales and a 3-0 loss 

to Italy, Switzerland coach 
Vladimir Petkovic was un-
der fire for what critics saw 
as negative tactics and a 
lack of creativity.

The team turned things 
around in the final group 
game, a 3-1 victory over 
Turkey. Xherdan Shaqiri 
scored two goals and Haris 
Seferović added the other. 
Winger Steven Zuber assis-
ted on all three Switzerland 
goals.

Switzerland has never 
beaten France in a com-
petitive game. In their pre-
vious encounter at Euro 
2016, the Swiss held host 
France to a 0-0 draw in a 
group match.

“The pressure will be on 
them,” Switzerland defen-
der Loris Benito said. “We’ll 
remain positive.” MDT/AP

A
FTER 19 hours of 
flawless defending, 
Italy broke its own wor-
ld record for not con-

ceding a goal in international 
soccer.

The streak ended a mere 25 
minutes later.

Italy goalkeeper Gianluigi 
Donnarumma played the bulk 
of the record 1,168 minutes, in-
cluding three clean sheets in 
the group stage of the European 
Championship. But Austria 
pushed the Italians to extra time 
on Saturday in the round of 16 
and finally found the net, despi-
te Italy’s 2-1 victory at Wembley 
Stadium.

Austria forward Sasa Kalajdzic 
scored the goal with a header in 
the 114th minute, not long after 
substitutes Federico Chiesa and 
Matteo Pessina had put Italy in 
the lead.

“We knew it wouldn’t be easy,” 
Donnarumma said. “We were 
good not to give anything up, not 
even an inch, and we eventually 
found the two goals in extra time 
... but these games can help us 
improve for the next ones.”

The previous record for sco-
reless minutes also belonged to 

Italy, set between 1972 and 1974 
when Dino Zoff was the goalkee-
per. That record lasted 1,143 
minutes, and every second was 
played by Zoff.

Donnarumma played for 987 
minutes of the current record, 
while Salvatore Sirigu played for 
91 minutes, Alessio Cragno for 63 

and Alex Meret for 27.
Italy nearly came up a few mi-

nutes short on Saturday. Austria 
forward Marko Arnautović hea-
ded the ball into the net in the 
65th minute but the goal was 
disallowed after a video review 
showed he was offside.

“I didn’t realize anything on 

the field,” Donnarumma said. 
“Then they told me they were 
checking with the VAR and then 

when it was offside it was a burst 
of joy.”

Zoff had been preparing for 
the record to be broken. In a 
recent interview with Gazzetta 
dello Sport, he praised Donna-
rumma and the Italy team.

“He is an extraordinary 
goalkeeper who at age 22 has 
already had several seasons as 
first choice player at AC Milan,” 
said Zoff, who won the European 
Championship in 1968 and the 
World Cup in 1982.

“The extraordinary numbers 
are what impresses me about 
this national team. Numbers are 
everything in sport. It is a young 
team which surely has a future 
and that must start now to make 
a name for itself.”

Italy also set a team record of 
31 straight matches unbeaten as 
well as a record 12 straight victo-
ries.

“We’ve always defended well, 
but never as tonight,” said Italy 
defender Leonardo Spinazzola, 
who was named man of the ma-
tch by UEFA. “Austria are physi-
cally strong and it was hard to 
win aerial duels. We played as a 
team and that’s important.”

Italy will next play either de-
fending champion Portugal or 
Belgium in the quarterfinals in 
Munich on Friday. MDT/AP



the 
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Report: Classified UK defense 
papers found at bus stop

Sensitive defense documents containing details about the 
British military have been found at a bus stop in England, the 
BBC reported yesterday. 

The papers included plans for a possible U.K. military pre-
sence in Afghanistan, as well as discussion about the potential 
Russian reaction to the British warship HMS Defender’s travel 
through waters off the Crimean coast last week, the BBC said. 

The broadcaster said a member of the public who wanted 

to remain unnamed contacted it when they found the pile of 
documents - about 50 pages in all - in a soggy heap Tuesday 
behind a bus stop in Kent, southeast of London. 

The Ministry of Defense said an employee had reported the 
loss of the documents last week. 

“The department takes the security of information extremely 
seriously and an investigation has been launched,” it said in 
a statement. “It would be inappropriate to comment further.”

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily 

Pakistan’s counterterrorism 
police made more arrests 
Saturday in connection with 
a car bombing earlier in the 
week that killed three people 
and wounded 25. The attack 
in Lahore was near the 
residence of a convicted 
militant leader linked to 
the 2008 Mumbai terrorist 
attacks. Investigating officer 
Ahmed Wakeel said police 
arrested a man from the 
Mandi Bahauddin district 
of Punjab province who 
sold the car used in the 
Wednesday blast. 

Iraq Thousands of members 
of the umbrella of mostly 
Shiite militias known as 
Popular Mobilization Forces 
marched in a parade Saturday, 
the largest show of strength 
since the founding of the 
controversial paramilitary 
group. Russian-made tanks, 
boats, rocket launchers and 
ammunition were on display in 
the parade in Diyala province, 
north of Baghdad, held to 
mark the seventh anniversary 
of the formation of the PMF.

Lebanese troops deployed 
in the northern city of Tripoli 
yesterday taking positions 
around major state 
institutions after a night of 
protests and riots against 
worsening living conditions 
left several protesters and 
10 soldiers injured. Sporadic 
protests were reported 
throughout Lebanon as 
the country’s 20-month 
economic crisis worsened. 

Egypt An apartment 
building collapsed in the 
Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria, killing at least five 
women, Egyptian state-
run media reported. The 
report by the daily Al-Ahram 
said that along with the 
five deaths, a 70-year-old 
woman was injured when 
the five-story building in the 
city’s Attarin neighborhood 
collapsed on Friday. 

Russian military on Friday 
launched sweeping 
maneuvers in the 
Mediterranean Sea featuring 
warplanes armed with 
state-of-the-art hypersonic 
missiles, a show of force 
amid a surge in tensions 
following an incident with a 
British destroyer in the Black 
Sea. Moscow said one of its 
warships fired warning shots 
and a warplane dropped 
bombs in the path of British 
destroyer Defender on 
Wednesday to force her out 
of an area near Crimea.
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White paper 
brings to the fore 
multiparty system 
advantages

The white paper, China’s Political Party 
System: Cooperation and Consultation, 
the State Council Information Office pu-
blished on Friday demonstrates, at least 
in political terms, the way in which China 
has progressed from a backward agricul-
tural country to the world’s second-largest 
economy in a matter of just four decades.

It explains in detail not only the structu-
re of the country’s multiparty cooperation 
mechanism, and the nature and dimen-
sion of the political consultations under 
the leadership of the Communist Party of 
China, which constitute the foundation 
of the People’s Republic’s political fra-
mework, but also how it works.

Based on the principle of mutual trust 
and oversight, the CPC and the other ei-
ght political parties have established the 
multiparty cooperation system in which 
the CPC is the ruling party and the others 
participate in the government decision-
-making process under its leadership.

This unique political system is best sui-
ted to China’s national conditions, and 
has helped the Party protect the interests 
of the people and make achievements in 
many fields including economic and so-
cial development since the founding of 
New China in 1949.

The other political parties, whose mem-
bers comprise professional elites from all 
walks of life and represent the interests 
of different sections of society, not only 
provide the CPC with professional advice 
on policymaking, but also supervise the 
operations of the CPC. That’s why China 
is free of the divisive and costly partisan 
politics, a hallmark of the Western politi-
cal structure, and can focus on improving 
the lives and livelihoods of the people.

That some developed, and so-called de-
mocratic countries, have been fooled by 
the United States into joining it to curb 
China’s peaceful rise and smear the CPC 
can be attributed to their lack of unders-
tanding of China’s unique political sys-
tem, or their blind belief in the superiority 
of their own political system.

So when the so-called champions of de-
mocracy call for diversity in politics, they 
actually want political uniformity, that 
is, they expect all countries to follow the 
Western “democratic” system of having a 
ruling and an opposition party.

Despite the triumphant claim of the 
West three decades ago, history has not 
ended nor has the superiority of the Wes-
tern political system been established as 
a universal truth.

China’s achievements and the contri-
butions it has made to global peace and 
development, by reducing poverty and 
fighting climate change, would not have 
been possible had it followed the Western 
model of democracy. Which shows the ef-
fectiveness and efficiency of its multipar-
ty cooperation mechanism.

The US is desperate to isolate China 
from the international community and 
check its rise because it fears losing its 
global hegemony, and claim over demo-
cracy.

But whether the US likes it or not, China 
will continue to learn from other coun-
tries and draw lessons from its past to im-
prove its political system and better serve 
people both at home and the rest of the 
world by adapting to changes.

TERRY SPENCE & 
ADRIANA GOMEZ 
LICON, SURFSIDE

WITH nearly 160 peo-
ple unaccounted 

for and at least four dead 
after a seaside condo-
minium tower collapsed 
into a smoldering heap 
of twisted metal and con-
crete, rescuers used both 
heavy equipment and 
their own hands to comb 
through the wreckage on 
Friday in an increasingly 
desperate search for sur-
vivors.

As scores of firefighters 
in Surfside, just north of 
Miami, toiled to locate and 
reach anyone 
still alive in the 
remains of the 
12-story Cham-
plain Towers 
South, hopes res-
ted on how qui-
ckly crews using 
dogs and micro-
phones could 
complete their 
grim, yet delicate task.

“Any time that we hear 
a sound, we concentrate 
in that area,” Miami-Dade 
Assistant Fire Chief Raide 
Jadallah said. “It could be 
just steel twisting, it could 
be debris raining down, 
but not specifically sou-
nds of tapping or sounds 
of a human voice.”

Buffeted by gusty 
winds and pelted by in-
termittent rain showers, 
two heavy cranes began 

removing debris from the 
pile using large claws in 
the morning, creating a 
din of crashing glass and 
metal as they picked up 
material and dumped it 
to the side. A smoky haze 
rose from the site.

Once the machines 
paused, firefighters wea-
ring protective masks 
and carrying red buckets 
climbed atop the pile to 
remove smaller pieces by 
hand in hope of finding 
spots where people might 
be trapped. In a parking 
garage, rescuers in knee-
-deep water used power 
tools to cut into the buil-
ding from below.

Surfside Mayor Charles 
Burkett said crews were 
doing everything possible 
to save as many people as 
they could.

“We do not have a re-
source problem, we have 
a luck problem,” he said.

The White House said 
President Joe Biden, who 
spoke with Florida Gov. 
Ron DeSantis after the 
collapse, was receiving 
updates from Homeland 
Security.

Officials said they still 
don’t know exactly how 
many residents or visitors 
were in the building when 
it fell, but they were trying 
to locate 159 people who 
were considered unac-
counted for and may or 
may not have been there. 

Flowers left in tribute 
decorated a fence near 
the tower, and people 
awaiting news about the 
search watched from a 
distance, hands clasped 
and hugging. Congre-
gants prayed at a nearby 
synagogue where some 
members were among the 
missing.

On the beach near the 
collapsed struc-
ture, visitor Fay-
dah Bushnaq of 
Sterling, Virginia, 
knelt and scra-
tched “Pray for 
their souls” in the 
sand.

“We were su-
pposed to be on 
vacation, but I 

have no motivation to 
have fun,” Bushnaq said. 
“It is the perfect time to 
say a prayer for them.” 

Three more bodies 
were removed overnight, 
and Miami-Dade Police 
Director Freddy Rami-
rez said authorities were 
working with the medical 
examiner’s office to iden-
tify the victims. Eleven 
injuries were reported, 
with four people treated 
at hospitals. MDT/AP

Death toll in Florida 
collapse rises to four; 
159 still missing
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Rescuers used both 
heavy equipment 

and their own hands 
to comb through 

the wreckage


