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JETFOIL LILAU IS LIKELY TO SHARE 
THE SAME FATE AS SEVERAL 

OTHER TURBOJET VESSELS: BEING 
DISMANTLED FOR SCRAP METAL

HO IAT SENG MET WITH THE DEPUTY 
MINISTER OF CULTURE AND TOURISM 
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CULTURE AND TOURISM DEVELOPMENT  P5 P2 P3

More on backpage

China’s military has 
blasted a dam to release 
floodwaters threatening 
one of its most heavily 
populated provinces, 
as the death toll in 
widespread flooding rose 
to at least 25. The dam 
operation was carried 
out late Tuesday night 
in the city of Luoyang, 
just as severe flooding 
overwhelmed the Henan 
provincial capital of 
Zhengzhou, trapping 
residents in the subway 
system and stranding 
them at schools, 
apartments and offices. 
More on p7

Japan, the United States, 
Japan and South Korea 
yesterday reaffirmed 
their commitment to 
work together on North 
Korea’s denuclearization 
and other regional threats 
but made no progress in 
bringing closer together 
the two U.S. allies. U.S. 
Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy Sherman, who 
held talks in Tokyo with her 
counterparts, Japanese 
Vice Foreign Minister 
Takeo Mori and South 
Korea’s Choi Jong-kun, 
said their alliance remains 
a “lynchpin of peace, 
security and prosperity.”

India’s Parliament 
erupted in protests 
yesterday as opposition 
lawmakers accused Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
government of using 
military-grade spyware 
to monitor political 
opponents, journalists 
and activists. The session 
was disrupted repeatedly 
as opposition lawmakers 
shouted slogans against 
Modi’s government 
and demanded an 
investigation into how 
the spyware, known as 
Pegasus, was used in India.
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The Housing Bureau 
guaranteed that it has 

been conducting an 
in-depth analysis for 
the sandwich-class 
housing scheme to 
help local residents 
secure apartments
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ELECTIONS 2021

CAEAL rejects appeals 
from disqualified groups

Elderly with a strong foothold in job market
HONEY TSANG 

MACAU’S seniors car-
ry increasing clout in 

local employment market, 
Choi Sio Un, director of 
Social Mutual Aid Depart-
ment at the Social Welfare 
Bureau (IAS), asserted in 
yesterday’s TDM radio pro-
gram Macau Forum. 

Macau currently has a 
population of 80,000 elder-
ly aged 65 or above, arou-
nd12,000 of whom are cur-
rently engaged in the city’s 
labor market.

Around 20% of the em-
ployed elderly are taking 
professional roles like ma-
nagerial and supervising 
positions. They mainly 

engage in industries such 
as travel, catering and pro-
perty management. Given 
the statistics, local elderly 

are playing a greater role in 
the development of Macau, 
Choi commented. 

The radio program yes-

terday explored ways to 
enhance the everyday li-
ves of seniors. It was also 
attended by the director of 
the IAS Hon Wai, secretary-
-general of Caritas Macau 
Paul Pun and director of 
the General Union of Nei-
ghborhood Associations 
Lam Man Chi. 

During the broadcast, 
several listeners expressed 
concerns that the elderly 
have been facing a lot of 
inconvenience due to their 
limited knowledge of smar-
tphones. 

In response to this, Hon 
called on the elderly to be 
more open to and acquire 
more knowledge regarding 
innovative technology to 

keep up with today’s deve-
lopment. He observed that 
many seniors had taken 
the initiative to enroll in 
the smart technology usa-
ge courses organized by the 
IAS. 

Choi suggested the fa-
mily members give more 
support to the seniors by 
teaching them the know-
-how of using smartpho-
nes.  

The guest speakers also 
discussed the prospect of 
the elderly industry — the 
business or service specially 
designed to accommodate 
the elderly. Lam stated that 
it is on the right track for the 
city to develop the elderly 
industry. It could be exten-

ded to several industries, 
from dining, to education 
and medical care. 

Developing the elderly 
industry not only helps di-
versify the city’s economy 
but also enriches the lives 
of seniors, she explained. 

But Pun stressed that the 
elderly industry should not 
be built upon a money-gru-
bbing mentality making 
profits out of the seniors. 
Instead, the focus should 
be on assisting the elderly 
to live a better life. 

In an earlier interview 
with the Times, Pun said 
that Caritas Macau is set 
to launch a cha chaan teng 
(local-style café) staffed 
60% by elderly employees 
in August or September 
this year. This move aims to 
help seniors to re-engage in 
the local job market.

THREE lists that were 
disqualified by the Le-

gislative Assembly Elec-
toral Affairs Commission 
(CAEAL) have had their 
administrative appeals re-
jected by the authority.

The three lists include 
Democracy Prospers Ma-
cau, led by advocate Scott 
Chiang; New Macau Pro-
gressives, led by lawmaker 
Sulu Sou; as well as New 
Macau Progressive Asso-
ciation, led by former full-
-attendance lawmaker Paul 
Chan Wai Chi.

These leaders, together 
with 19 other candida-
tes, have been accused by 
CAEAL of not upholding 
the Macau Basic Law and 
of disloyalty to the Macau 
Special Administrative Re-
gion, citing actual exam-
ples.

The three lists have 
the rights to file judicial 
appeals to the highest court 
by the end of the day.

The remaining 19 can-
didates were from three 
other lists, namely Gaming 
New Macau, Macau Jus-
tice and Macau Victory. 
They have all decided to 
withdraw from this year’s 
election due to various rea-
sons, chief of which being a 
lack of eligible candidates 
following CAEAL’s disqua-
lifications.

In addition, the CAEAL 
issued a statement yester-
day to announce and justi-

fy its decision. “After analy-
sis, CAEAL considered the 
respective claims [by the 
applicant lists] unfounded 
and that there is sufficient 
evidence that the candida-
tes in question practiced 
acts that do not uphold the 
Basic Law of the Macau 
Special Administrative Re-
gion of the People’s Repu-
blic of China or are not fai-
thful to the Special Admi-
nistrative Region of Macau 
of the People’s Republic of 
China,” the CAEAL reitera-
ted in the statement. “The-
refore, the three appeals 
were rejected by CAEAL.”

Meanwhile, the CAEAL 
said that it had notified the 
three trustees of the lists of 
the decision. The updated - 
or “finalized,” as the CAEAL 
puts it - pool of all lists ac-
cepted by CAEAL was also 
posted yesterday at the lo-
bby of the Public Adminis-
tration Building.

After the disqualifica-
tion, this year’s election will 
only see 128 candidates 
from 14 lists standing for 
direct election, as well as 12 
candidates from five lists 
standing for indirect elec-
tion. AL

Portuguese diplomats closely 
following election disqualifications
PORTUGUESE diplomats in Macau, Beijing, and Por-

tugal itself are closely following the case of the disqua-
lification of candidates to the Legislative Assembly (AL) 
elections by the Legislative Assembly’s Electoral Affairs 
Committee (CAEAL), the Ambassador of Portugal in Bei-
jing, José Augusto Duarte said.

Duarte’s comments came on the sidelines of a meeting 
of the Permanent Secretariat of the Forum for Economic 
and Trade Cooperation between China and Portuguese-s-
peaking Countries – Macau held on Tuesday.

Questioned by the media on the subject, Duarte decli-

ned to comment on the political situation, claiming that it 
was not the right context to approach the matter.

Still, he said, “What I can say is that there is no doubt 
that this is a matter that has been followed closely in Lis-
bon, by the Portuguese authorities, as well as in Beijing 
and Macau, but there are proper contexts to approach the 
matter.”

A total of 21 candidates in six groups were disqualified 
by CAEAL on July 9 due to “factual evidence” proving that 
they neither support Macau’s Basic Law nor are loyal to the 
Macau SAR region. RM
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Jetfoil Lilau faces scrapyard
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE Lilau, a jetfoil 
owned by Turbojet, 
is likely to share the 
same fate as several 

other Turbojet Jetfoil vessels: 
being dismantled for scrap me-
tal.

Concern over the fate of the 
vessel has arisen following a 
statement from the Jetfoil Con-
servation Concern Group, sug-
gesting that Lilau has been sent 
to the Ocean Shipyard in Hong 
Kong to be scrapped.

“The Lilau was rolled out of 
the shipyard with the name co-
vered with black paint. Accor-
ding to our experience, this is 
a clear sign of an end to its 40 
years of service,” the group said 
in a statement to the Times.

The vessel is a former Bri-
tish Royal Navy Vessel, former-
ly known as “H.M.S. Speedy,” a 
Boeing Jetfoil initially designed 
for use by the British Royal Na-
vy’s Fishery Protection Squa-
dron.

Later the Jetfoil was used 
in minesweeping and mine-
-laying trials at Portsmouth 
on the south coast of England 
before being decommissioned 

in 1982 and renamed “Speedy 
Princess.” After that, the ves-
sel was sold in an auction for 
USD1 million to Hong Kong’s 
Far East Hydrofoils where it was 
transformed into a regular civil 
use Jetfoil performing trips be-
tween HK and Macau.

The launch of the Lilau jet-

foil in October 1987 was much 
celebrated at a party attended 
by a great number of celebrities 

from Hong Kong and Macau at 
the invitation of local tycoon, 
the late Stanley Ho.

According to the records of 
the Jetfoil Conservation Con-
cern Group, which is dedicated 
to the study and publication 
of the history of the jetfoils, 
Lilau’s launch celebration was 
a rare moment: probably the 
only comparable event was the 
inauguration of the Madeira, 
the first Jetfoil in the fleet.

On the outside, the Lilau is 
hardly distinguishable from 
any other Jetfoils. However, 
the Lilau is unique in being the 
only model 929-115 in the who-
le TurboJet fleet that did not 
undergo an upgrade to the Pre-
mier Jetfoil fleet.

According to the sailing re-
cords, the Lilau’s last trip was 
in September 2019. After that, 
the vessel was placed in the 
shipyard but its foils, lifeboats, 
and radar were not removed 
until very recently, the group 
also stated.

This departs from the proce-
dure adopted when other jet-
foils such as the Santa Maria or 
the Urzela were retired and all 
their accessories were imme-
diately removed.

The conservation group hin-
ted that the decision to scrap 
the vessel could be quite recent, 
coming after the recent annou-
ncements that the Hong Kong-
-Macau maritime route, which 
has been long suspended, will 
not be reopened anytime soon.

The vessel is a former British 
Royal Navy Vessel, formerly 
known as “H.M.S. Speedy”
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CRYPTOCURRENCY SCAM
Rita Santos says ATFPM 
events gathered over 
HKD10 million

IAS hints on relatively 
high seniors’ 
housing rental

THE chairperson of the General 
Assembly of Macau Civil Ser-

vants Association (ATFPM), Rita 
Santos has admitted in court that 
the association’s activities aiming 
to attract investments for a cryp-
to-currency investment scheme 
have gathered a sum of over HKD10 
million, Hoje Macau newspaper has 
reported.

According to Santos, the ATFPM 
carried out several activities and 
workshops in 2018 and 2019, aiming 
to provide information and attract 
investors to the scheme headed by 
her son Frederico do Rosário and his 
business partner Dennis Lau.

Santos said she believes that 71 
people might have been involved in 

the scheme, which later turned out 
to be fraudulent, including herself.

In her testimony in the Court of 
First Instance, Santos is said to have 
signed several contracts and paid a 
total amount of HKD1.79 million. 
She also said that she initially re-
ceived some return on investment 
amounting to HKD580,000, but 
claimed to have lost the remaining 
HKD1.2 million.

According to the same report, so 
far, the 18 witnesses who have alrea-
dy testified in the case, claim to have 
lost a total of HKD3.16 million. It is 
also known that at least five victims 
have dropped their charges, since 
Rosário had also been deceived by 
Lau. RM

HON Wai, director of the Social 
Welfare Bureau (IAS), hinted 

yesterday that the rental on Seniors’ 
Residence units will be higher than 
that on social housing and close to 
that on private residences.

The official reiterated that the 
Seniors’ Residence is second hi-
ghest of the residential tiers pro-
posed by the Chief Executive, Ho 
Iat Seng. The Seniors’ Residence 
project is only one tier below pri-
vate residence.

In considering future rentals, the 
social welfare official said the gover-
nment would take into account the 
rents that senior residents would 
collect after leasing out the apart-
ments in which they are living.

At the same time, the govern-
ment will also take into account 
market-level rentals as a factor. It 
will try to strike a balance between 
the two levels.

He added that the expected fi-
nish date of the project is in three 
years time, and nobody knows what 
the market situation will then be 
like.

Moreover, Hon stressed that the 
services provided at the project is 
different from those at other hou-
sing projects. At the Seniors’ Resi-
dence, there will be healthcare and 
leisure facilities.

On the other hand, some senior 
residents have an opinion on the 
design of washroom and cloth-han-
ging facility in the future project. 
Hon explained that the lack of door 
sill in the toilet is to facilitate wheel-
chair access.

The washing machine, meanwhi-
le, has drying functions so it can 
compensate for the lack of cloth-
-hanging facilities.

Hon stressed that the design can 
still be fine-tuned. AL

Preparation for 
sandwich-class 
housing underway
HONEY TSANG 

DIRECTOR of the Housing 
Bureau (IH) Arnaldo Er-

nesto dos Santos has pledged 
in a written reply that the au-
thorities have been conducting 
an in-depth analysis for the 
sandwich-class housing sche-
me, in a bid to help local resi-
dents at various stages of life  to 
secure apartments. 

Dos Santos’s remarks come 
in reply to a query submitted 
by lawmaker Sulu Sou, who un-
derlined the remarkable harsh 
circumstances faced by the ci-
ty’s young people concerning 
home ownership.  

Sou emphasized that many 
young residents cannot afford 
the “exorbitant” price of priva-
te housing, nor can they bene-
fit from either the government- 
funded social housing or the 
economic housing schemes. 

In Chief Executive (CE) Ho 
Iat Seng’s debut policy address, 
he proposed a five-layered 
housing structure in Macau, 
namely, social housing, econo-
mic housing, sandwich-class 
housing, elderly housing and 
private housing. Each classifi-
cation is intended to comple-
ment the others, since they are 
targeted at different sectors of 
the market with varying buying 
power and sets of requirements. 

However, Sou said that there 
has little progress made by far 
regarding the sandwich-class 
housing, ever since the current 
administration has taken office 
for one and a half years. 

Between October and De-
cember last year, the govern-
ment organized a public con-
sultation to gather public opi-
nions upon the interpretation 
of “sandwich class.” The result 
was released in April 2021, 
showing that 92.6% of surveyed 
respondents are in favor of the 
sandwich-class housing sche-
me. 

Most respondents (over 
60%) concurred that the “san-
dwich class” should be defined 
as consisting of individuals 
with income levels exceeding 
the upper limit of eligibility for 
economic housing application, 
or those who qualify to purcha-
se economic housing but pla-
ced low in the waiting list due 
to a lower score, or those who 
aim for a better living environ-
ment but whose income can-
not match the surge in private 
housing prices. 

Sou stated that not all local 
young people are necessarily 
classified as the “sandwich 
class.” He questioned whether 
the government has devised 
any specific policies under the 
sandwich-class housing sche-

me to offer special assistance 
to local young people, such as a 
“rent first and buy later” sche-
me, or a separate queue for the 
youths to apply for the housing 
schemes. 

The government promised 
to submit the draft bills on the 
sandwich-class housing sche-
me to the Legislative Assembly 
(AL) in 2022. However, consi-
dering the foreseeable lengthy 
legislation procedures, Sou 
called on the government to re-
plicate the rapid success of the 
elderly housing, with its cons-
truction completed “swiftly,” 
to tackle the housing plight of 
youths. 

In response to a string of 
Sou’s queries, dos Santos sta-
ted that departments of the go-
vernment have been studying 
“the key concerns in the socie-
ty” thoroughly, and will strike a 
balance between “utilizing pu-
blic resources appropriately” 
and “listening to opinions from 
various parties.” 

Dos Santos added that the 
authorities will analyze the 
plans for the sandwich-class 
housing scheme, based on the 
“societal actual situations.” 

The government will an-
nounce relevant details, such 
as draft bills or planning, in 
due course as long as the policy 
direction is laid down. 
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M ‘Golden ring’ on 
health code for 
fully vaccinated 
individuals

Individuals who are fully inoculated 
with the Covid-19 vaccine, 
regardless of the brand name or 
type, will receive a “golden ring” 
– as the health authorities refer 
to it – around their Macau Health 
Code 14 days after receiving their 
second dose. A line indicating that 
they are fully vaccinated will also 
be added below the code. The 
health authorities explained that 
the new measure is to add clarity. 
It is unclear whether individuals 
vaccinated outside of Macau will 
get the symbol as well.

Arrivals from 
Nanjing districts 
and airport must 
quarantine

From 2 p.m. yesterday, travellers 
who have visited certain districts 
in Nanjing within the 14 days 
before their arrival must observe 
a 14-day mandatory quarantine. 
On Tuesday, Nanjing announced 
that nine workers at the Nanjing 
Lukou International Airport 
tested positive for Covid-19. 
Consequently, anyone who visited 
the airport on or after July 14 
and entered Macau after 6 a.m. 
yesterday must undergo medical 
observation as well. 

Hotel reports 
controlled 
prostitution 
involving 
underage women

A hotel in Cotai has recently 
reported an act of controlled 
prostitution involving an underage 
woman. The case has since been 
solved by the Judiciary Police (PJ). 
The police discovered that the 
43-year-old suspect arrived in 
Macau through the Border Gate 
with two women aged 17 and 35. 
They checked into the Cotai hotel 
and started wandering around. At 
the time of the arrest, the police 
seized 123 condoms and 307 
marketing cards. The suspect has 
declined to cooperate with the 
investigation.

Health Bureau 
records case of 
carbon monoxide 
poisoning

At at 4 a.m. on Tuesday, a 27-year-
old local female baker was baking 
bread in her work kitchen when she 
suddenly fainted. She was sent to 
the Kiang Wu Hospital by a friend 
and was diagnosed with carbon 
monoxide intoxication. Her blood 
carbon monoxide level was 18% 
and was hospitalized for hyperbaric 
treatment. Her coworker, who 
was working in the same kitchen, 
reported a headache which later 
subsided. The Health Bureau 
reminds the public to use fire and 
stove carefully to avoid poisoning.

CE discusses future 
development with 
mainland’s Ministry of 
Culture and Tourism

Association calls 
for Macau-Kaiping 
travel trade 
collaboration 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Chief Executive (CE), Ho 
Iat Seng, has met with the 

deputy minister of Culture and 
Tourism, Zhang Xu, to exchange 
views on pandemic prevention 
and control as well as coopera-
tion with the mainland on the 
promotion of Macau’s culture 
and tourism development, the 
Government Information Bu-
reau said.

In the meeting, which took 
place at government headquar-
ters, Ho made a brief presenta-
tion on Macau’s epidemic pre-
vention efforts and the good re-
sults achieved so far.

The CE noted the major im-
pact that the pandemic had 
made on the local tourism sector 
and its workers, and the need for 
the implementation of several 
governmental plans to help its 
recovery through a series of local 
tourism packages aimed at Ma-
cau residents.

HONEY TSANG 

A representative from the 
Macau Association of 

Jiangmen Youths believes 
that there is potential for tou-
rism collaboration between 
Macau and Kaiping, Jiang-
men, as both cities are dotted 
with heritage sites. 

Kaiping is known for its 
Diaolou architecture, nota-
bly some fortified multi-story 
watchtowers in rural villages 
built since the Ming Dynasty. 
In 2007, UNESCO named the 
Kaiping Diaolou watchtowers 
and villages as a World Heri-
tage Site.

Yesterday, the chairman 
of the Macau Association of 
Jiangmen Youths, Chang Kam 
Pui, addressed journalists 
on the sidelines of an event, 
saying that tourism operators 
in both Macau and Kaiping 
should collaborate to develop 
more point-to-point itinera-

Ho also said that some of the-
se plans and itineraries are sui-
table to be promoted to tourists 
from the mainland.

The deputy minister of Cultu-
re and Tourism, Zhang Xu, said 
that the country’s 14th Five-Year 
Plan clearly defines the support 
to Macau in enriching the wor-
ld center of tourism and leisure, 
and in creating a base of exchan-
ge and cooperation that promo-
tes the coexistence of different 
cultures, with Chinese culture as 
the predominant one. 

Pleased with the progress on 
pandemic control and preven-
tion, Zhang also said that, in the 
sectors of culture and tourism, 
the local recovery shows an 
upward trend. He added that the 
Ministry intends to deepen coo-
peration between the two parties 
as well as boosting the work to 
implement the “Plan of Cultural 
and Tourism Development of the 
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau 
Greater Bay.”

ries and offerings. 
Through travel, people 

can get to know more about 
the culture and history of 
Diaolou. Additionally the 
culture of Diaolou can be pu-
blicized in Macau using the 
medium of art. For instance, 
Chang suggested inviting 
artists to create Diaolou-the-
med murals in Macau’s old 
districts.

The alliance will mount a 
Wuyi Youth Cultural Festival 
from July 31 to August 1, de-
signed to inform the public 
about the culture of Wuyi. The 
term refers to the city district 
Xinhui and four counties in 
the Pearl River Delta of Sou-
thern Guangdong Province, 
namely, Taishan, Kaiping, 
Enping, and Heshan. 

Chang said the Festival 
is intended to deepen the 
knowledge of the develop-
ment of the nation and the 
Macau SAR. 

SJM opens lobby 
exhibition for Art Macao
ANTHONY LAM

F
OR this year’s Art Ma-
cao: Macao International 
Art Biennale 2021, SJM 
Resorts, S.A. yesterday 

kicked off an exhibition at the lo-
bby of the Grand Lisboa that hi-
ghlights seven local artists.

The name of this year’s exhibi-
tion series is “Art. Creation. New 
Ambience,” which includes two 

exhibitions. Titled “Harmony of 
East and West,” the first exhibi-
tion will run until end of August 
at the Grand Lisboa, before mo-
ving to the Grand Lisboa Palace 
Resort in October.

With “East meets West” as the 
theme, the exhibition’s first pha-
se features signature works by 
local Macau artists, namely Am-
brose So, Carlos Marreiros, Ung 
Vai Meng, Cai Guo Jie, Eric Fok, 

Konstantin Bessmertny and De-
nis Murrell.

The SJM describes these 
works as “colorful and vibrant.” 
These works include oil paintin-
gs, acrylic mixed media, techni-
cal pen drawings, Portuguese 
azulejos, watercolors adapted to 
tapestry, metal engravings and 
installation art.

Meanwhile, the seven artis-
ts will hold a docent tour at the 

Grand Lisboa on July 28 to in-
teract with viewers particularly 
on their works and the stories 
behind their creations.

Other interactive events, such 
as forums and workshops, will 
also be held to cater to local orga-
nizations and students in hopes 
of achieving further progress in 
arts in Macau and to nurture fu-
ture talents.

The second phase of this exhi-
bition will feature works by the 
same artists, but these works will 
be especially commissioned for 
the Grand Lisboa Palace.

The resort boasts itself for ha-
ving “possibly the largest collec-
tion of locally-commissioned ar-
tworks in any hotel or integrated 
resort in Macau”.

Speaking about the exhibi-
tion, Daisy Ho, chairperson of the 
SJM Resorts, S.A., expressed her 
pleasure to be working with local 
artists to support Art Macao and 
savor locals and visitors with arts.

Angela Leong, managing di-
rector of the company, stressed 
that the SJM finds “nurturing 
younger generations exceptio-
nally important to extending 
the legacy of traditional Chinese 
culture.”

The second exhibition in 
the series is titled “Empire Re-
cast” and will be a solo exhi-
bition of Heidi Lau’s works, 
which are porcelain sculptures 
and installations. It will be sta-
ged at the Grand Lisboa from 
September to October, as well 
as at the Grand Lisboa Palace 
in September.
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ZEN SOO, HONG KONG 

HONG Kong national security police 
yesterday arrested a former editor 

at the now-defunct Apple Daily pro-de-
mocracy newspaper, weeks after the pa-
per was forced to close after authorities 
froze its assets.

Lam Man-chung, who was the exe-
cutive editor-in-chief of Apple Daily, was 
arrested on suspicion of conspiring to 
collude with foreign forces to endanger 
national security, according to the South 
China Morning Post newspaper, which 
cited an unnamed source. He is the ei-
ghth person from the newspaper who 
has been arrested in recent weeks.

Two other former Apple Daily jour-
nalists — deputy chief editor Chan Pui-
-man and chief editorial writer Fung 
Wai-kong — were also detained yester-
day after their bail was revoked, accor-
ding to local media reports. 

Chan was among the five Apple Daily 
executives and editors arrested on June 
17, and Fung was first arrested at the air-
port late last month while allegedly at-
tempting to leave on a flight to the U.K. 

Police said that a 51-year-old former 
editor was arrested yesterday in rela-
tion to a similar case in June, but did not 
identify him. MDT/AP

HONG KONG
Police arrest 
former Apple 
Daily senior 
editor

Gov’t fines tech giants for 
content exploiting children
ZEN SOO, HONG KONG

CHINA’S internet watch-
dog said yesterday it has 

fined platforms operated by 
e-commerce company Ali-
baba and gaming firm Ten-
cent for spreading sexually 
suggestive content involving 
children, as regulators seek 
to clean up content harmful 
to minors.

Platforms including Ali-
baba’s e-commerce marke-
tplace Taobao, Tencent’s 
QQ messaging service, live-
-streaming site Kuaishou, 
microblogging platform 
Sina Weibo and social me-
dia and e-commerce service 
Xiaohongshu were fined for 
distributing sexually sugges-
tive stickers or short videos 
of children, it said.

The companies were or-
dered to rectify the issue and 
ban accounts that use such 
content to attract more tra-
ffic.

The crackdown on 
inappropriate content in-
volving minors comes as the 
government ramps up scru-
tiny of technology platforms 
in the country. Regulators 

are investigating Chinese 
technology companies over 
a range of issues, including 
anti-competitive practices 
and data practices.

“With regards to the in-
fringement of the legal righ-
ts and interests of minors, 
a ‘zero tolerance’ attitude 
will be adopted and enfor-
ced to clean up the online 
problems that endanger the 
physical and mental health 
of minors,” the Cyberspace 
Administration of China said 
in a statement. 

In recent months, some 

Chinese media outlets have 
called out sexually sugges-
tive photos of children used 
by certain stores on plat-
forms such as Taobao and 
Xiaohongshu to sell clothing, 
as well as suggestive stickers 
of children on messaging 
apps.

The internet regulator 
said its campaign includes 
the targeting of minors on 
live-streaming platforms, 
pornographic and violent 
content in courses on onli-
ne education platforms and 
animations with violent or 

inappropriate horror the-
mes.

Earlier this month, the re-
gulator said it would probe 
ride-hailing company Didi 
Global Inc. over data securi-
ty concerns. Alibaba in April 
was also fined $2.8 billion 
following an anti-monopoly 
probe, and food delivery 
giant Meituan is being inves-
tigated over alleged antitrust 
practices.

The internet watchdog 
also recently announced 
that it would require com-
panies looking to list abroad 
to seek its approval first.

Globally, technology com-
panies and governments are 
paying more attention to 
how to prevent the exploi-
tation and abuse of children 
online.

Last year, a coalition of te-
chnology companies inclu-
ding Facebook, Google and 
Microsoft backed a plan to 
eradicate online child abuse. 

The U.K. last month also 
issued a new guidance to 
companies on how they can 
protect children from sexual 
exploitation and abuse on 
their platforms.  MDT/AP
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Organizing committee vows to deliver 
‘simple, safe and splendid’ Beijing 2022

Death toll rises to 25 from 
heavy rains in Henan

THE death toll from 
torrential rains in 

central China’s Henan 
Province has risen to 
25, with seven people 
missing, local authori-
ties told a press briefing 
yesterday afternoon.

Since July 16, over 
1.24 million people in 
89 counties, cities and 
districts have been af-
fected by the extremely 
heavy rainfall and about 
164,710 people have 
been relocated to safe 
places, said Xu Zhong, 

director of the office of 
Henan provincial flood 
control and drought re-
lief headquarters.

natural disaster has 
damaged 75,000 hecta-
res of crops, resulting in 
a direct economic loss 
of about 542.3 million 
yuan (83.8 million U.S. 
dollars).

The downpours have 
forced water to exceed 
flood season marks in 
nine large reservoirs 
and 40 medium-sized 
ones in Henan. Several 
rivers were also floo-
ded.

The rainstorms cau-
sed severe flooding in 
the provincial capi-
tal Zhengzhou, with 
subways ceasing ope-

rations, and railways, 
road and air transpor-
tation greatly affected.

Rescue efforts are 
continuing.

By 3 p.m. yesterday, 
the Central Theater 
Command of the Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army 
(PLA) had sent more 
than 5,700 soldiers, ar-
med police troops and 
militias to help with 
rescue work in more 
than 30 dangerous sec-
tions in Henan locali-
ties, in addition to 148 
vessels and vehicles.

The Central Theater 
Command also enhan-
ced supervision in the 
disaster-hit province 
via equipment such as 
satellites.

The PLA air force also 
sent soldiers to help 
with disaster relief, with 
many soldiers enhan-
cing embankments 
overnight in Henan.

The PLA provincial 
military command dis-
patched thousands of 
soldiers in the battle 
against the disasters.

More torrential rain 
is forecast to hit Henan 
by 2 p.m. today, accor-
ding to Su Aifang, with 
the provincial meteoro-
logical observatory.

“As heavy rains conti-
nue, the risks of natural 
disasters are still high, 
and it is essential to pre-
pare against flooding and 
geological disasters,” Su 
said. MDT/XINHUA

B
EIJING 2022 organizers 
have once again assured 
the International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) 

and the world that China will de-
liver a “simple, safe and splendid” 
Winter Olympic Games in fewer 
than 200 days to go.

Zhang Qian, head of the Inter-
national Relations Department, 
represented the Beijing Orga-
nizing Committee for the 2022 
Olympic and Paralympic Winter 
Games (BOCOG) to present an 
update report concerning the 
Games preparation at the 138th 
IOC Session here on Wednesday, 
underlining seven aspects, inclu-
ding venues and infrastructure, 
test events, operation of com-
petitions and venues, Games 
services, communications and 
engagement, sustainability and 
legacy, COVID-19 prevention and 
control.

BOCOG said all 12 competition 
venues have been completed and 
passed International Federations 
(IFs) on-site pre-homologation, 
and non-competition venues are 
undergoing construction or reno-
vation. The Main Media Center 
was handed over to the OBS re-
cently, and related infrastructure 
construction such as water and 
power supply and meteorological 
infrastructure will be completed 
on schedule.

Test activities were staged 
last snow season to examine ve-
nues and facilities, operation 
and emergency response, with 
briefings held for comments and 
suggestions from international 
experts.

“Ten international test even-
ts and three training weeks are 
planned from September to De-

cember. All elements of the ga-
mes will be tested,” said Zhang, 
adding that from now to Septem-
ber, some 80 experts from IFs and 
the OBS will come to China for 
on-site inspection of 

The BOCOG has released 
Competition Schedule by Session 
version 9.0, completed Overlay 
Book version 6.0 for venues, and 
is working on athletes’ qualifica-
tion tracking.

Logistic teams for all venues 
are set up, covering services of 
accommodation, transport, food 
and beverage and other aspec-
ts. The final version of the Bei-
jing 2022 Customs and Freight 
Forwarding Guide was released.

Zhang told attendees of the 
IOC Session that the BOCOG has 
had five new corporate sponsors 
onboard since March, bringing 
the total number of marketing 
partners to 45, and over 1.12 
million people have applied for 

volunteering for Beijing 2022.
Zhang revealed that more than 

300 public events were held, enga-
ging 100 million people. As many 
as 15 million primary school stu-
dents across the country partici-
pated in the Beijing 2022 mascot 
story writing contest. Other even-
ts such as One-Year Countdown, 
International Olympic Day Cele-
bration and Beijing 2022 Live Site 
have helped create a good atmos-
phere for the Games.

As for other important activi-
ties, Zhang said that the design 
of the medals has been finalized, 
torch design was released, while 
the IOC approved the overall tor-
ch relay plan. The Opening and 
Closing Ceremonies are planned 
in a creative way.

During Tokyo 2020, the BO-
COG will launch an event called 
“Next stop, Beijing!” so that the 
two Olympics will be mutually 
enhancing.

Carbon Neutralization Plan 
has been developed with 11 ve-
nues of the games, including tho-
se for speed skating and alpine 
skiing, to be powered by green 
electricity.

The Legacy Plan was fully im-
plemented with eco-restoration 
in Yanqing and Zhangjiakou zo-
nes. A low-carbon policy will be 
strictly followed throughout the 
preparation of the Games.

“The health and life safety of 
athletes and other participants 
are highest on our agenda,” said 
Zhang.

The BOCOG has set up an in-
ternational working group on 
COVID-19 control together with 
the IOC and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and set up 
a special task force with Chinese 
health authorities for the epide-
mic control for the Beijing Games.

“With our joint efforts and fur-
ther cooperation, we will deliver 

a ‘simple, safe and splendid’ Ga-
mes to the world,” said Zhang.

Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr., 
Chairman of the IOC’s Beijing 
2022 Coordination Commission 
of the IOC for Beijing 2022, also 
offered updates about the Games 
venues, operations, legacy and 
sustainability.

“All planning is good. All 
planning is in pretty good shape, 
and everything is under schedu-
le and under reasonable control, 
despite very difficult COVID si-
tuation and measures that have 
to be taken,” he commented.

Samaranch also expressed his 
wishes toward a successful Bei-
jing Winter Olympics.

“We need a very successful 
Games in February next year in 
Beijing. We really need that suc-
cess for the sake of everybody, for 
the sake of keeping that light of 
hope really bright and open,” he 
said.  MDT/XINHUA
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The disgraced deputy Prime Minister of China, 
Deng Xiaoping, is to return to Chinese Govern-
ment.

The Chinese Communist Party conference has 
restored him to the offices of Vice Premier of the 
State Council, Vice-Chairman of the Central Com-
mittee, Vice-Chairman of the Military Commission 
and Chief of the General Staff of the People’s Libe-
ration Army.

He was dismissed from his posts after the leftist 
Gang of Four blamed him for the popular uprising in 
Tiananmen Square in April last year after Premier 
Zhou Enlai’s death.

Since the death of Chairman Mao last September 
the Gang of Four has sidelined Mr Deng and at-
tempted a programme of radical reform.

Downfall of Gang of Four
But Mao Tse Tung’s named successor as CCP 

chair, Hua Guofeng, has been purging the Party of 
extremist influences such as the Gang of Four.

The Gang of Four was formally expelled from the 
CCP at a meeting of the Central Committee’s Third 
Plenum last weekend.

The Gang includes Mao’s fourth wife, Jiang Qing, 
former vice premier and politburo member Zhang 
Chunqiao, former factory worker Wang Hongwen 
and Shanghai intellectual Yao Wenyuan.

The official CCP newspaper, The People’s Daily, 
last week accused the group of trying to “rebuild” 
the Communist Party, excluding senior officials and 
creating a “mass organisation”.

Chinese authorities now regard “pleading the 
Gang’s innocence” as a “counter-revolutionary 
act”.

A party official in Kiangsi who defended the group 
recently was “denounced for his crime” at a mee-
ting of 4,000 people.

Premier Hua has also identified far-left tenden-
cies in party leaders of 13 of China’s 29 administra-
tive regions and removed them from power.

Courtesy BBC News

1977 Deng Xiaoping back 
              in power

In context

By the end of 1978 Deng Xiaoping had effectively wrest-
ed power from Hua Guofeng.
The Gang of Four members had been arrested in Octo-
ber 1976 and were put on trial in 1980 for their part in an 
attempted coup.
In 1978 Deng oversaw the historic change of direction 
for China, the stressing of the so-called “Four Moderni-
sations” of agriculture, industry, national defence, and 
science and technology.
During Deng’s long hold on power, he instituted a variety 
of reforms aimed at decentralising the economy and 
opening the country to international trade.
He resigned from his last official Party post in 1989, after 
he and other Party elders ordered the use of military 
force to clear Tiananmen Square.
He remained extremely influential until his death in 
1997, and it was Deng who agreed to Jiang Zemin’s ele-
vation to Party chief and Deng who nominated Hu Jintao 
as Mr Jiang’s successor.

this day in history

T
HE cellphones 
of French Presi-
dent Emmanuel 
Macron and 15 

members of the French go-
vernment may have been 
among potential targets 
in 2019 of surveillance by 
spyware made by the Israel-
-based NSO Group, accor-
ding to a newspaper report 
Tuesday.

The report by Le Monde 
follows an announcement 
by the Paris prosecutor’s 
office that it is investiga-
ting the suspected wides-
pread use of NSO’s Pegasus 
spyware to target journalis-
ts, human rights activists 
and politicians in multiple 
countries. 

Le Monde is part of a glo-
bal media consortium that 
identified the targets from 
a leaked list of more than 
50,000 cellphone numbers 
obtained by the Paris-based 
journalism nonprofit Forbi-
dden Stories and the hu-
man rights group Amnesty 
International and shared 
with 16 news organizations 
which began publishing 
their findings on Sunday.

That same day, Amnesty 
released a forensic analysis 
of the alleged targeting that 
showed Amazon Web Servi-
ces was hosting NSO infras-
tructure. In response, Ama-
zon said it shut down NSO 
accounts that were “confir-
med to be supporting the 
reported hacking activity.” 
Amazon said they had vio-
lated its terms of use. 

DÁNICA COTO,  
PORT-AU-PRINCE

HAITI’S government 
installed a new prime 

minister on Tuesday, while 
officials mourned assassina-
ted President Jovenel Moïse 
and arrested at least three 
police officers implicated in 
his killing.

Designated Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Henry was sworn 
in to replace interim Prime 
Minister Claude Joseph, who 
assumed leadership of Haiti 
with the backing of police 
and the military after the 
July 7 attack at Moïse’s pri-
vate home, which also badly 
injured his wife and stunned 
the nation of more than 11 
million people.

“The task that awaits us is 

Another U.S. company 
identified by Amnesty as 
hosting NSO servers was 
DigitalOcean. When con-
tacted by The Associated 
Press, DigitalOcean neither 
confirmed nor denied whe-
ther it had identified or cut 
off such servers.

 “All of the infrastructu-
re outlined in the Amnesty 
report is no longer on Digi-
talOcean,” it said Tuesday 
without elaborating in an 
emailed statement.

Le Monde said the pho-
ne numbers for Macron 
and the then-government 
members were among 
thousands allegedly selec-
ted by NSO clients for po-
tential surveillance. In this 
case, the client was an uni-
dentified Moroccan securi-

complex and difficult,” Hen-
ry said as he called for unity 
and promised to meet with 
various sectors in upcoming 
days to build consensus. 
“I’m from a school that be-
lieves in dialogue.”

He also thanked “sister 
nations” that he didn’t iden-
tify for their solidarity and 
expertise in the ongoing in-
vestigation as he demanded 
that all those responsible be 
brought to justice.

Henry, a neurosurgeon 
and former Cabinet minis-
ter, has promised to form a 

ty service, according to Le 
Monde. 

Consortium members 
said they were able to link 
more than 1,000 numbers 
on the list with individuals, 
including more than 600 
politicians and government 
officials and 189 journalists. 
Among the numbers were 
those of journalists and po-
liticians in France. The lar-
gest share were in Mexico 
and the Middle East, where 
Saudi Arabia is reported to 
be among NSO clients. 

Also on the list were 
phone numbers in Azer-
baijan, Kazakhstan, Pakis-
tan, Morocco and Rwan-
da, as well as ones for 
several Arab royal family 
members, heads of state 
and prime ministers, the 

provisional consensus go-
vernment to lead Haiti until 
elections are held. He said 
he has already met with va-
rious unidentified actors as 
well as civil society and the 
private sector. He pledged 
to re-establish order and 
security and confidence in 
the government as well as 
fight corruption, make CO-
VID-19 vaccines available 
to all, restart the economy 
and create a credible and 
transparent elections sys-
tem.

Joseph, who spoke before 

consortium reported.
An official in Macron’s 

office said authorities wou-
ld investigate Le Monde’s 
report, and if the targeting 
is proven, it would be “ex-
tremely grave.” 

Le Monde quoted NSO 
as saying the French presi-
dent was never targeted by 
its clients.

NSO Group denied that 
it ever maintained “a list of 
potential, past or existing 
targets.” It called the For-
bidden Stories report “full 
of wrong assumptions and 
uncorroborated theories.”

The source of the leak — 
and how it was authentica-
ted -- was not disclosed. 

While a phone number’s 
presence in the data does 
not mean an attempt was 
made to hack a device, the 
consortium said it believed 
the data indicated potential 
targets of NSO’s govern-
ment clients.

The Paris prosecutor’s 
office said in a statement 
Tuesday that it opened an 
investigation into a raft of 
potential charges, inclu-
ding violation of privacy, 
illegal use of data and ille-
gally selling spyware.

As is common under 
French law, the investiga-
tion doesn’t name a suspec-
ted perpetrator but is aimed 
at determining who might 
eventually be sent to trial. 
It was prompted by a legal 
complaint by two journalists 
and French investigative we-
bsite Mediapart. MDT/AP

presenting Henry, also urged 
unity and and wished him 
much courage and determi-
nation while warning him: 
“You inherit a remarkable 
situation ... a political cri-
sis without precedence [...] 
galloping insecurity, a moro-
se and precarious socio-eco-
nomic situation.”

After the ceremony, Hen-
ry’s new Cabinet was for-
mally presented, with the 
ministers of justice, eco-
nomy, finance, agriculture 
and others keeping their po-
sitions. MDT/AP

Haiti installs new leader as 
country mourns slain president

FRANCE

Use of NSO spyware probed; 
Macron a possible target
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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CROSSWORDS USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
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omACROSS 1- Old German helmet; 5- Teheran’s country; 9- Highway; 13- Met highlight; 

14- Understand?; 16- Editor Wintour; 17- DEA agent; 18- Oneness; 19- 9th letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet; 20- Search; 21- Court fig.; 22- Sell directly to the consumer; 24- Juniors, 
perhaps; 26- Having a sound mind; 27- Florida citrus center; 29- Portrayed; 33- ___ having 
fun yet?; 34- Zoologist Fossey; 35- Hawaiian goose; 36- Transgression; 37- Answer; 38- 
“You’ve got mail” co.; 39- Mal de ___; 41- Gen. Robert ___; 42- “Our Gang” girl; 44- From a 
French region; 46- Destiny; 47- Cheerful; 48- Hide; 49- Grownups; 52- Still, in poetry; 53- 
Billy ___ had a hit song with “White Wedding”; 57- Filmmaker Riefenstahl; 58- Complete 
reversal; 60- Han ___ was a “Star Wars” character; 61- Miami’s county; 62- Strange and 
mysterious; 63- Slightly open; 64- Get an ___ effort; 65- Barbie, e.g.; 66- Not one;
 
DOWN: 1- Gives a bad review; 2- Dies ___; 3- Grow weary; 4- Fine-toothed blade; 
5- Large lizard; 6- Leases; 7- Arguing; 8- It may be picked; 9- Heavy napped woolen 
fabric; 10- Fit for service; 11- Against; 12- 
Writer Roald; 15- Unrestrained exercise of 
power; 23- Football lineman; 25- Corrida 
shout; 26- Bobby of the Black Panthers; 
27- Bay window; 28- Some change; 29- 
Grow to maturity; 30- Give guns again; 
31- ___ Gay; 32- Boxer Oscar ___ Hoya; 
33- Charles barker; 34- Postpone; 37- 
Publish again; 40- Prior; 42- Indian dish; 43- 
Craftsperson; 45- Small child; 46- Shelter 
for a dog; 48- Danger; 49- Pierce portrayer; 
50- Heedless; 51- Take apart; 52- Escudo 
replacement; 54- Karate school; 55- 
Pearl Buck heroine; 56- Knowledge; 59- A 
Kennedy;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You’re stepping into new terrain 
today, Aries. After weeks of  
dealing with family drama and 
sorting out your living space, 
you’re ready to move forward 
into life with a bit more levity!

Apr. 20-May. 20
The sun departs from soulful 
Cancer and transitions into 
bold-hearted Leo today, 
signaling a need to pump the 
brakes and reconnect with 
your roots. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
The sun departs from deep-
feeling Cancer and moves 
forward into enthusiastic Leo, 
directing your focus in the weeks 
ahead on reconnecting with your 
voice.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today’s skies bring your season 
to a close today, Cancer. After 
weeks of  reconnecting with 
your body, image, and sense of  
independence, you’re ready to 
cover new ground.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
It’s time to celebrate. After 
spending the last month hidden 
away from the public eye and 
dismantling self-sabotaging 
coping mechanisms, you’re ready 
to re-engage with society!

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You’ve been tireless following 
your dreams and reconnecting 
with friends in recent weeks. 
Now, it’s time to pump the brakes 
and enter into your cocoon 
phase.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The sun departs from initiative-
seeking Cancer and moves 
forward into playful Leo, directing 
your attention in the weeks ahead 
on reconnecting with your sense 
of  community.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
You’re at your most public 
time of  year and have peak 
visibility, making it an ideal 
time to launch a new project 
that you’re aiming to get eyes 
on. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Finally, a light is emerging at 
the end of  the tunnel. After 
weeks of  sorting through painful 
relationship material and exploring 
your emotional depths, you’re 
ready for some optimism. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
The sun departs from soulful 
Cancer and slinks into heart-
centered Leo today, sending your 
focus towards intimacy blockages 
and issues around shared 
finances.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
It’s time to hone your skills, 
Pisces. You’ve been so devoted to 
returning to joy and finding your 
creative calling in recent weeks, 
now you’re ready to explore more 
testing terrain. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
In truth, that story is only just 
getting underway - so, buckle 
up! Magnetic Venus moves 
forward into realistic Virgo 
today, where she’ll remain until 
August 16.

  Aquarius Pisces
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Daimler: USD4.3 billion 
quarterly profit 
despite chip shortage

JAPAN

Exports, imports 
zoom amid world 
pandemic recovery
YURI KAGEYAMA, TOKYO

JAPAN’S exports in June 
jumped 48.6% from the 

year before, marking the 
fourth straight month of 
growth, the Finance Minis-
try said yesterday. 

Imports for the month 
grew 32.7%, totaling 6.83 
trillion yen ($62 billion). Ex-
ports for the month totaled 
7.2 trillion yen ($66 billion), 
according to government 
data. 

The increases were exag-
gerated by a plunge in trade 
last year due to the pan-
demic. But they highlight 
the recovery in the world’s 
third largest economy as a 
global rebound in business 
activity and travel boosts 
demand. 

Exports to the U.S. sur-

ged 86% in June from a year 
earlier, led by shipments 
of cars and computer par-
ts. Exports to China rose 
28%, with strong growth 
in vehicles, semiconduc-
tor making equipment and 
computer parts, the data 
showed.

Japan logged a trade sur-
plus of 985 billion yen ($9 
billion) in the first half of 
the year, the second strai-
ght surplus in a row. 

The economy has been 
hit hard by the pandemic, 
shrinking at a revised an-
nual rate of 3.9% in January-
-March, as COVID-related 
restrictions crimped do-
mestic demand. Data due 
to be disclosed next month 
are likely to show the con-
traction continued into the 
second quarter. MDT/AP

DAVID MCHUGH, FRANKFURT 

GERMAN auto maker Daimler 
reaped strong profits in the 

second quarter as demand for its 
Mercedes luxury cars continued 
to rebound from the depths of the 
pandemic, generating cash that the 
company can invest in its shift to 
electric vehicles. 

Profit margins reached into dou-
ble digits for the third quarter in a 
row at 12.8% thanks to rising sales 
numbers and vehicles carrying hi-
gher profits dominating the sales 
mix, the Stuttgart-based company 
said yesterday. That helped boost 
the company’s cash pile to 20.9 
billion euros ($24.6 billion) at the 
end of the quarter, from 20.1 billion 
euros at the start.

CEO Ola Kallenius said the com-
pany would use its cash to invest 
in electric car technology and de-
veloping a more software-focused 
company. Those are key fields as the 
industry is disrupted by regulatory 
demands for zero-emission cars in 
the next few years, and by the lon-
ger-term development of partly or 

fully autonomous vehicles as well 
as software-driven services enabling 
people to use cars only when they 
need them, such as through smar-
tphone apps.

“Our transformation towards 
emission-free and software-driven 
mobility is supported by a high le-
vel of free cash flow in the industrial 
business,” Kallenius said in a state-
ment. “We are implementing our 
strategy at full speed.”

Kallenius said vehicle production 
was still hampered by the shortage 
of semiconductor components that 
has hit the auto industry worldwi-
de. The company said the shortage 
would continue to affect the busi-
ness in the second half of the year.

The company is introducing new 
electric vehicles and has said it aims 
to have a carbon-dioxide neutral li-
neup by 2039 although it hasn’t spe-
cified a date for exiting production 
of internal combustion vehicles — 
which are generating the profits for 
the transition to zero local emission 
vehicles in any case. The company is 
set to overhaul its strategy for Mer-
cedes-Benz on Thursday. 

The update comes in the wake of 
newly ambitious targets proposed 
by the European Union’s executive 
commission to reduce emissions 
of carbon dioxide, the main gree-
nhouse gas blamed by scientists for 
global warming and climate change. 
The commission called for a 100% 
reduction in CO2 emissions from 
cars by 2035, meaning a de facto 
end to gasoline and diesel engines 
in Europe.

The company plans to spin off its 
truck division later this year, in part 
because cars and trucks are moving 
toward different technologies, with 
cars expected to use batteries while 
long-haul trucks in some cases will 
rely on hydrogen fuel cells to achie-
ve zero local emission transport in 
coming years.

For the second quarter, Daimler’s 
net profit came in at 3.7 billion eu-
ros, up from a loss of 1.9 billion eu-
ros in the April-June period in 2020 
when the company had to shut 
down plants during the early phase 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. Reve-
nue rose 44% to 43.5 billion euros. 
MDT/AP

CORPORATE BITS
The Ritz-Carlton Spa announces new treatments

The  2021 Sands Shopping 
Carnival  is coming up this 
weekend,  July 23-25, brin-
ging the city’s largest sho-
pping event of its kind back 
to  The Venetian  Macao’s 
Cotai Expo for a second year.

Visitors to the  21,000- 
square-metre  Friday-Sun-
day  carnival  can enjoy brow-
sing the exhibition’s nine zo-

The Ritz-Carlton Spa, Ma-
cau announces three new 
treatments to ensure guests 
achieve “the perfect balance 
of total peace and rejuvena-
tion” this summer: the latest 
Ultimate HydraFacial, the 

Sands China brings back shopping carnival
selling eco-friendly products 
and increasing public awa-
reness of environmental 
protection, and the  Macao 
Original IP Zone, promoting 
local creativity and entrepre-
neurship. 

The Sands Shopping Car-
nival also provides a conve-
nient opportunity for  local 
SME suppliers  to enrol in 
the upcoming 10th intake 
of the  Sands Procurement 
Academy. The free training 
programme shares business 
knowledge and skills to help 
groom local SME suppliers 
to meet international stan-
dards, helping them gain 
experience and capacity for 
working with large-scale in-
ternational corporations. 

design of the HydroPeel Tips 
uses in conjunction with pro-
prietary vacuum technology 
and super serums to create 
a vortex effect that easily dis-
lodge and remove impurities 
while simultaneously hydra-
ting skin. 

The Summer Soothe Treat-
ment is a 90-minute treat-
ment that is available for a li-
mited time only from now until 
August 31, while the Luxurious 
White Truffle Spa Journey is 
the go-to treatment, available 
from now until December 31. 

Italian white truffles are rich 
in fatty acids, amino acids, vi-
tamins A, C and D, as well as 
antioxidants, aiding the body’s 
natural renewal process to bri-
ghten and moisturize the skin.

nes: Household Products, 
Parenting and Family, Gour-
met,  BNU Presents: Food 
Court, Sands Retailers, Cul-
tural & Creative, Green Li-
festyle,  Bank of Communi-
cations presents: “Play and 
Fun” Kids Area, and Macao 
Original IP.

Newly added this year are 
the  Green Lifestyle Zone, 

Summer Soothe Treatment, 
and the Luxurious White Tru-
ffle Spa Journey. 

The Ultimate HydraFacial 
treatment uses the latest 
model of the HydraFacial 
machine, of which the spiral 
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Tokyo, Paris, LA, Brisbane - 
2032 Olympics go to Australia
H

OW about this 
for an Olym-
pic-scale list 
of world cities: 

Athens, Beijing, London, 
Rio, Tokyo, Paris, Los Ange-
les and, wait for it, Brisbane.

Since the Summer Ga-
mes were last hosted in 
Australia, at Sydney in 2000, 
and when they’ll return 
Down Under in 2032, the 
Olympics have been held 
in some of the world’s most 
famous cities.

Brisbane, the capital of 
Queensland state and Aus-
tralia’s third-largest city, 
is an outlier. It’s aiming to 
produce an Olympics more 
like Barcelona in 1992 than 
London or Beijing.

It’s not a so-called top-
-tier world city but combi-
ned with close neighbors 
and Olympic co-hosts in 
the southeast corner of 
Queensland, the region has 
some of Australia’s most 
iconic beaches on the Gold 

and Sunshine Coasts.
Thousands of people 

crowded into an Olympic 
live site on the South Bank, 
watching on a big screen 
and looking across the Bris-
bane River at the down-

town area when the Inter-
national Olympic Commi-
ttee confirmed Wednesday 
at a meeting in Tokyo what 
had long been considered 
a sure thing: that Brisbane 
will host the games in 2032.

Fireworks burst over the 
river and high-rise buil-
dings in the city as people 
cheered, danced and ce-
lebrated the confirmation 
of southeast Queensland’s 
bid.

The exclusive negotia-
tion rights granted to Bris-
bane made it almost a fo-
regone conclusion, which 
only gave people in Bris-
bane, the Gold Coast and 
Sunshine Coasts more rea-
son to celebrate.

The Olympic live sites 
opened early Wednesday 
when Australia’s softball 
team opened the Olympic 
competition program in a 
loss to Japan, two days be-
fore the opening ceremony 
of the Tokyo Games.

The sites will remain 
open across Australia for 
the duration of the Tokyo 
Olympics, which are essen-
tially a made-for-TV event 
considering no fans are 
allowed into most competi-
tion venues because of Co-
vid-19 restrictions.

Brisbane, pronoun-
ced Brisb’n and otherwise 
known by locals as Brissie 
or Brisvegas, is at the heart 
of one of Australia’s fastest 
growing regions.

Harvey Lister, the exe-
cutive chairman of ASM 
Global which runs one of 
Brisbane’s major stadiums 
and is pushing plans for 
a downtown site to host 
swimming during the 2032 
Games, said Brisbane and 
southeast are aiming to de-
liver a games along the lines 
of the Barcelona Olympics 
in 1992.

“Incredibly proud today, 
I am proud that we stuck at 

it,” Lister said on Brisbane 
radio. “Once an Olympic 
city, always an Olympic 
city.”

The region has hosted 
the Commonwealth Games 
twice — at Brisbane in 1982 
and on the Gold Coast in 
2018. Brisbane redeveloped 
the South Bank to host the 
World Expo in 1988, and 
also staged the Goodwill 
Games in 2001, the G20 
Summit in 2014 and mat-
ches in the Cricket World 
Cup, Rugby World Cup and 
soccer’s Asian Cup tourna-
ments.

The 2032 deal looked 
done months before the 
formal decision at the IOC 
meeting, after Brisbane was 
given exclusive negotiating 
rights in February.

Though the result was 
expected, a high-level Aus-
tralian delegation including 
Queensland Premier An-
nastacia Palaszczuk, Lord 
Mayor Adrian Schrinner, 
and federal Sports Minister 
Richard Colbeck went to 
Tokyo to woo Olympic vo-
ters.

“We want to show the 
world that mid-sized cities 
and regions can host the 
games without financial 
distress or missed deadli-
nes,” Palaszczuk told voters.

The politicians were 
joined by longtime Austra-
lian Olympic power broker 
John Coates, now an IOC 
vice president, who was in-
volved in Sydney’s bid and 
organization of the 2000 
Olympics and shaped the 
fast-track selection process 
two years ago.

Coates was involved in 
Brisbane’s bid for the 1992 

Olympics, when the Spa-
nish city of Barcelona won 
the rights.

“Today’s vote is a vote 
of trust that Brisbane and 
Queensland will stage 
magnificent Olympic and 
Paralympic Games 2032,” 
IOC President Thomas 
Bach said. “The Brisbane 
2032 vision and games plan 
fit into long-term regional 
and national strategies for 
social and economic deve-
lopment.”

Australian Prime Minis-
ter Scott Morrison, who 
presented to the IOC mee-
ting via video-link, said: 
“We know it’s a huge oppor-
tunity for our nation, just 
like the Melbourne Games 
in 1956 and the Sydney 
Olympics in 2000.”

Coates thanked the IOC 
for its confidence in Bris-
bane, the first host selected 
under the new criteria.

“This is a very proud day 
for Australia, make no mis-
take,” he said. “The Olym-
pic Games in Brisbane will 
be in the most diligent, 
grateful and enthusias-
tic hands. And I make this 
commitment to the athle-
tes of the world — we will 
provide you with an unfor-
gettable experience.

“Queensland’s climate, 
iconic beaches and en-
vironmental attractions 
makes our offering irresis-
tible for athletes, families, 
friends and sports lovers.”

The 2032 bid was sha-
ped six years ago when 
the mayors of southeast 
Queensland undertook a 
feasibility study to determi-
ne what the Olympics could 
deliver for the region.

“Australians like to have 
a go,” Coates said. “Of cour-
se, the starter’s gun has only 
just been fired and the real 
work now begins.”

The operational costs of 
the games have been esti-
mated at almost 5 billion 
Australian dollars ($3.7 
billion), a figure Coates said 
would be offset by a contri-
bution from the IOC as well 
as sponsorship and ticket 
sales.

The Sydney 2000 Games 
were characterized by the 
laid-back approach and the 
smiling faces of volunteers, 
and described by then 
IOC president Juan Anto-
nio Samaranch as the best 
Olympics ever. Brisbane’s 
backers are promising ano-
ther event with a truly Aus-
tralian flavor.

Between now and then, 
Tokyo will host its postpo-
ned games — with no fans 
— with Paris to host the 
Summer Games in 2024 
and Los Angeles in 2028. 
MDT/AP

President of the International Olympic Committee Thomas Bach
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German Cabinet approves some 
USD472 million in first flood aid

Germany’s Cabinet yesterday approved a roughly 400 million-
-euro ($472 million) package of immediate aid for victims of 
last week’s floods and vowed to get started quickly on rebuil-
ding the devastated areas — a task whose cost isn’t yet clear but 
is expected to run well into the billions.

Finance Minister Olaf Scholz said that the package, finan-
ced half by the federal government and half by Germany’s 
state governments, to help people deal with the immediate 
aftermath of the flooding will end up being bigger if more 

money is needed. 
“We will do what is necessary to help everyone as quickly as 

possible,” he said. Authorities in the two affected states are res-
ponsible for details of who receives how much and how, but 
Scholz said they have indicated that there will no means-tes-
ting and it will be “a very unbureaucratic process.”

“It’s necessary to send a message quickly that there is a future, 
that we are taking care of it together, that this is a matter for us 
as the whole country to help with,” he added. 

OPINION
China Daily
 Editorial, China Daily 

Myanmar’s military rulers 
are again seeking to replace 
the country’s ambassador 
to the United Nations, who 
opposed their Feb. 1 ouster 
of civilian leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi and takeover of 
the government. Foreign 
Minister Wunna Maung 
Lwin says in a letter to 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres that 
he has appointed Aung 
Thurein, who left the 
military this year after 26 
years, as Myanmar’s U.N. 
ambassador. A copy of the 
letter was obtained Tuesday 
by The Associated Press.

UK Civic leaders in Liverpool 
expressed outrage 
yesterday after the English 
port city was stripped of its 
World Heritage status by 
the United Nations’ culture 
organization. UNESCO’s 
World Heritage Committee 
voted to remove the 
designation because of 
developments in the city 
center and on its historic 
River Mersey waterfront. 
The committee said 
the projects, including a 
planned new stadium for 
soccer team Everton, were 
“detrimental to the site’s 
authenticity and integrity” 
and had caused “irreversible 
loss of attributes conveying 
the outstanding universal 
value of the property.”

UK The number of 
undocumented migrants 
reaching Britain in small 
boats this year has 
surpassed the total for all of 
2020, as people smugglers 
take advantage of good 
weather to cross the English 
Channel from France. As 
of Tuesday, at least 8,452 
migrants had landed on 
U.K. shores in 2021. That 
compares with 8,417 
people who crossed the 
Channel last year, according 
to data compiled by Britain’s 
Press Association.

Colombia Protests against 
poverty and inequality 
resumed on Colombia’s 
independence day 
Tuesday as President Ivan 
Duque presented a $4 
billion tax plan aimed at 
helping the government 
pay for social programs 
and pandemic-related 
expenses. Thousands 
joined in marches in 
Colombia’s main cities 
while Duque outlined to 
congress his government’s 
achievements and 
presented a tax plan for 
financing subsidies to low 
income families that have 
been out of work during the 
pandemic. 
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Wolves howl wolf 
at the cyber door

Almost simultaneously, the United Sta-
tes and its allies in Europe and the In-
do-Pacific alleged they were all victims 
of cyberattacks on Monday. Although 
they fingered China as the guilty party, 
given the political virus Washington is 
hell-bent on spreading worldwide and 
its penchant for cyber shenanigans, if 
there was indeed any virtual enfilade it 
was more likely to have been orchestra-
ted by the US National Security Agency, 
as it is known to have a jones for devious 
barking and byting.

Certainly none of the self-professed 
victims came forward with any evidence 
to substantiate the charge against China. 
That Washington has orchestrated such 
a chorus of its followers, only shows how 
desperate it is to enroll others in its gang 
of ne’er-mean-wells.

The hue and cry of the allies colluding 
with the US this time, is in striking con-
trast to their deafening silence whenever 
the US has been caught eavesdropping 
on their leaders and nationals, which has 
been repeatedly exposed, and when the 
mammoth US internet corporations take 
the data they collect from other coun-
tries’ nationals and agencies as their own 
private assets, while those of US citizens 
and agencies are safeguarded as strate-
gic resources concerning the US’ natio-
nal security.

While many countries regard the inter-
net as a means to deepen cooperation 
and promote exchanges, the US sees it 
as a means to maintain its hegemony. 
With the most advanced technology and 
richest resources, the US set up its Cyber 
Command, the nation’s unified military 
command for cyberspace in 2010.

One of the major victims of cyberatta-
cks by foreign countries — and it doesn’t 
require any head-scratching to come up 
with the most likely suspects — China is 
a firm defender of cybersecurity, and it is 
resolutely against any form of cyberatta-
ck and data theft. It is open to coopera-
tion with all parties on the basis of facts 
and mutual respect to jointly address 
illegal activities in cyberspace under the 
framework of the United Nations-cente-
red international laws and rules. Cyber 
security is a global issue concerning the 
common interests of all countries. Its so-
lution entails international cooperation 
and coordination. Politicizing the realm 
only leaves gaps in the defenses that can 
be exploited by terrorists or criminals or 
any other countries wishing to launch a 
genuine cyberattack against a country.

China has repeatedly called for streng-
thening dialogue and cooperation in the 
field so that countries can make joint 
efforts to shore up the global defenses. 
Those countries harboring a Cold War 
mentality should cast it aside, as it is no 
longer apposite.

As it is doing in sabotaging concerted 
global efforts to control the COVID-19 
pandemic, Washington’s brazen attemp-
ts to hijack and divide the cyber realm 
deserves the vigilance of the whole wor-
ld, rather than knee-jerk following of its 
lead.

SHEIKH SAALIQ 
& KRUTIKA PATHI, 
NEW DELHI

INDIA’S excess deaths 
during the coronavirus 

pandemic could be a sta-
ggering 10 times the offi-
cial COVID-19 toll, likely 
making it modern India’s 
worst human tragedy, ac-
cording to the most com-
prehensive research yet 
on the ravages of the virus 
in the South Asian coun-
try.

Most experts believe 
India’s official toll of more 
than 414,000 dead is a vast 
undercount, but the go-
vernment has dismissed 
those concerns as exagge-
rated and misleading.

The report released 
Tuesday estimated excess 
deaths — the gap between 
those recorded and those 
that would have been ex-
pected — to be 3.4 million 
to 4.7 million since the 
pandemic began through 
last month. It said an ac-
curate figure may “prove 
elusive,” but the true dea-
th toll “is likely to be an or-
der of magnitude greater 
than the official count.”

The report was pub-
lished by Arvind Subra-
manian, the Indian gover-
nment’s former chief eco-
nomic adviser, and two 
other researchers at the 
Center for Global Develo-
pment, a nonprofit think 
tank based in Washington, 
and Harvard University. 

It said the count could 
have missed deaths that 
occurred in overwhelmed 
hospitals or while health 
care was disrupted, parti-
cularly during the devas-

tating virus surge earlier 
this year.

“True deaths are likely 
to be in the several millions 
not hundreds of thou-
sands, making this argua-
bly India’s worst human 
tragedy since Partition and 
independence,” the report 
said.

The Partition of the Bri-
tish-ruled Indian subcon-
tinent into independent 
India and Pakistan in 1947 
led to the killing of up to 1 
million people as gangs of 
Hindus and Muslims slau-
ghtered each other.

The report on India’s 
virus toll used three cal-
culation methods: data 
from the civil registration 
system that records births 
and deaths across seven 
states, blood tests showing 
the prevalence of the virus 
in India alongside global 
COVID-19 fatality rates, 
and an economic survey of 
nearly 900,000 people done 
three times a year.

Researchers cautioned 
that each method had 
weaknesses, such as the 
economic survey omitting 
the causes of death. 

Instead, researchers 
looked at deaths from all 
causes and compared that 
data to mortality in pre-
vious years — a method 
widely considered an accu-
rate metric. 

Researchers also cau-
tioned that virus preva-
lence and COVID-19 dea-
ths in the seven states they 
studied may not translate 
to all of India, since the 
virus could have spread 
more in urban versus ru-
ral states and since health 
care quality varies greatly 

around India. 
Other nations also are 

believed to have under-
counted deaths in the pan-
demic. But India is thought 
to have a greater gap due to 
having the world’s second-
-highest population of 1.4 
billion and because not all 
deaths were recorded even 
before the pandemic. 

The health ministry did 
not immediately respond 
to an Associated Press re-
quest for comment on the 
report. 

Dr. Jacob John, who stu-
dies viruses at the Christian 
Medical College at Vellore 
in southern India and was 
not part of the research, 
reviewed the report for the 
AP and said it underscores 
the devastating impact CO-
VID-19 had on the coun-
try’s underprepared health 
system. 

“This analysis reiterates 
the observations of other 
fearless investigative jour-
nalists that have highli-
ghted the massive under-
counting of deaths,” Jacob 
said.

The report also estima-
ted that nearly 2 million In-
dians died during the first 
surge in infections last year 
and said not “grasping the 
scale of the tragedy in real 
time” may have “bred col-
lective complacency that 
led to the horrors” of the 
surge earlier this year.

Over the last few mon-
ths, some Indian states 
have increased their CO-
VID-19 death toll after 
finding thousands of pre-
viously unreported cases, 
raising concerns that many 
more fatalities were not of-
ficially recorded.  MDT/AP

INDIA

Pandemic death toll 
could be in the millions
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