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MELCO RESORTS STRESSED THAT THE 
INSTALLATIONS AT ITS WATER PARK 

WERE ‘CHECKED BEFORE OPENING AND 
DURING OPERATION EVERY DAY’

CHINA SAID IT CANNOT ACCEPT WHO’S PLAN 
FOR FURTHER STUDY OF COVID-19 ORIGINS, 
DISMISSING THEORY THAT THE VIRUS MIGHT 

HAVE LEAKED FROM A CHINESE LAB  P9 P4 P5
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China The bodies of all 14 
workers trapped when a 
tunnel under construction 
was flooded last week 
have been recovered, 
authorities in southern 
China said yesterday. A 
brief statement on the 
Zhuhai city government’s 
social media site gave no 
further information about 
the cause of the July 15 
disaster or the deaths.

Hong Kong police 
yesterday arrested five 
trade union members 
over children’s books they 
described as seditious, 
and a court denied 
bail for four editors 
and journalists held on 
charges of endangering 
national security, as part 
of a widening crackdown 
on dissent in the city. The 
five who were arrested 
are members of the 
General Association 
of Hong Kong Speech 
Therapists, according to 
local media reports. The 
association published 
three children’s books 
that Li Kwai-wah, a 
senior superintendent 
of the national security 
department, said have 
seditious intent. 

India More than 200 
farmers demonstrated 
yesterday near India’s 
Parliament to mark eight 
months of protests 
against agricultural laws 
they say will devastate 
their livelihoods. The 
protesters waving 
white, green and orange 
flags arrived in police-
escorted buses from an 
expressway outside New 
Delhi where thousands 
of farmers have 
hunkered down since late 
November to voice their 
anger against three laws 
passed by Parliament last 
year. 
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‘NEVER BEEN 
NARROWED’

Chief Executive Ho Iat Seng 
assured that the city’s freedom 

of speech exists, refuting 
 public discussions over 
disqualified candidates  P2
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ELECTIONS 2021
Disqualified democrat 
lists appeal to TUI

Flooding at temple 
inevitable but will be 
managed: Mok Ian Ian

RENATO MARQUES

THE leaders of three pro-de-
mocracy lists running for the 

Legislative Assembly (AL) elec-
tions are said to be appealing the 
decision of the Legislative Assem-
bly Electoral Affairs Commission 
(CAEAL), which disqualified them 
from the electoral run.

Head of the Association for 
Prosperous Democratic Macau, 
Scott Chiang, Paul Chan Wai-Chi 
for the New Macau Progress Asso-
ciation, and first candidate of the 
Association of the New Progress 
of Macau (ANPM), Sulu Sou, have 
said they are all appealing the 
CAEAL’s decision to the Court of 
Final Appeal (TUI).

The three lists have previously 
presented administrative appeals 
to the CAEAL that were rejected by 
the authority earlier this week.

The leaders, together with 19 
other candidates, have been ac-
cused by the CAEAL of not uphol-
ding the Basic Law and being dis-
loyal to the Special Administrative 
Region.

Exercising their right to appeal 
that expired yesterday, the three 
lists have submitted judicial 
appeals to the top court in a final 
attempt to reverse the CAEAL’s de-
cision and gain the ability to run 
in the elections on September 12.

On Wednesday, Chiang and 
Chan confirmed to TDM that they 
had submitted the appeals to TUI, 
while Sou announced yesterday 
that he had done so later that af-
ternoon.

According to the leaders of the 
three lists, the appeal was an ine-
vitable last resort, as it was never 
expected that CAEAL would revert 
from its own decision.

THE Sin Fong Temple was bui-
lt sunken, and has therefore 

flooded whenever there is hea-
vy rain. However, work has been 
done with the temple’s manage-
ment to resolve the problem, Mok 
Ian Ian, president of the Cultural 
Affairs Bureau, said Wednesday.

The temple is located on an 
alleyway near the Sacred Heart 
Canossian College.

Mok stressed that the bureau 
has been in touch with the tem-
ple management to discuss the 
situation. The bureau has also re-
gularly conducted inspections on 

all temples across the city.
Some have noted that ins-

talling a floodgate is not feasib-
le at the temple. Mok revealed 
that bureau officers have been 
working to find a solution suita-
ble for the temple’s physical loca-
tion.

On the third batch of evaluated 
historical premises, Mok said that 
most opinions that the bureau re-
ceived showed support for listing 
these premises as legal relics. The 
evaluation of these sites is therefo-
re proceeding subject to the pro-
cesses prescribed by the law. AL

CE respects CAEAL’s decision, 
vowing freedom of speech 
isn’t compromised
HONEY TSANG 

CHIEF Executive (CE) Ho Iat 
Seng assured the public yes-

terday that the city’s freedom of 
speech — a privilege enjoyed 
by every resident — “has never 
been narrowed.”

The Legislative Assembly 
Electoral Affairs Commission 
(CAEAL) recently decided to dis-
qualify a group of 21 candidates 
in six groups from running in 
the coming Legislative Assembly 
(AL) election, as they were pro-
ven not to uphold Macau’s Basic 
Law or maintain faithfulness to 
the SAR region. Ever since, some 
residents have expressed con-
cerns that this may undermine 
freedom of speech.

This was the first time the CE 
has made public remarks in res-
ponse to the disqualifications. 
He commented on the matter to 
the media on the sidelines of the 
12th International Infrastructu-
re Investment and Construction 
Forum (12th IIICF) yesterday.

“There is no problem [with 
residents] criticizing the gover-
nment. The government should 
take criticism if it does not per-
form well. This is [a principle] 
we are sticking to,” Ho empha-
sized.

When asked if residents can 
mention “universal suffrage,” Ho 
affirmed that residents will not 
be held accountable for making 
any such statements. Howe-
ver, regarding remarks made by 
lawmakers, Ho said that it de-
pends on the occasion.

He also stressed that he did 
not oppose universal suffrage, 
which is a broad policy direction 
that cannot be achieved imme-
diately.

The city’s leader refuted pu-
blic discussions, confirming that 
“no candidates are disqualified 
simply because they condem-
ned the government. This [alle-
ged] criterion has never existed.”

Ho stressed he respects the 
decisions of CAEAL, and also the 
judicial independence of Ma-
cau.

When asked whether it is 
contradictory for two existing 
lawmakers to be disqualified 
from the AL election, Ho said 
there is no contradiction as “di-
fferent stages will see different 
systems formulated.” The next 
round [of AL election] will also 
have different yardsticks too, he 
said.

As such, if an aspiring can-
didate meets the requirements 
set by CAEAL for the coming AL 

election, they will be entitled to 
qualify as a candidate.

He confirmed CAEAL singled 
out the disqualified candidates 
based on seven criteria. Among 
others, the requirements stipu-
late that all candidates must sa-
feguard the constitutional order 
established by the Constitution 
and the Basic Law, safeguard na-
tional unity and territorial inte-
grity, and safeguard the ban on 
the collusion of candidates with 
foreign countries or forces in in-
filtrating the governing bodies of 
the Macau Special Administrati-
ve Region.

The CE also emphasized that 
the fundamental principle of 
being Chinese is to comply with 
the nation’s Constitutional Law 
and uphold the principles of 
“One country, two systems.” 

Ho stated the disqualification 
issue will finally come down to 
the decision of the Court of Fi-
nal Appeal, and vows that he 
respects the decision to be laid 
down by the court. Those three 
lists, with their appeal requests 
rejected by CAEAL, have the ri-
ght to file judicial appeals to the 
highest court by July 22. 

On Wednesday, the appeals of 
the three disqualified lists were 
rejected by CAEAL.
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12TH IIICF

Gov’t vows to continually deepen 
China-Portuguese ties in infrastructure
HONEY TSANG 

A
S a pivotal bridge be-
tween China and Portu-
guese-speaking coun-
tries, Macau will conti-

nue to tap into its cultural past and 
foster commercial ties between the 
nation and the global infrastruc-
ture and investment realms, Chief 
Executive Ho Iat Seng proclaimed 
yesterday at the 12th Internatio-
nal Infrastructure Investment and 
Construction Forum (12th IIICF).

In his opening speech, Ho re-
garded the 12th IIICF as a “key 
collaboration platform” for the in-
ternational infrastructure industry. 
It plays an active role in advancing 
construction projects in the Belt 
and Road (B&R) countries, and ti-
ghtening the partnerships between 
China and Portuguese-speaking 
countries.

“The forum also plays an active 
role in accelerating the integration 
of cross-border infrastructure wi-
thin the Greater Bay Area (GBA) 
and the construction of large-scale 

transportation hubs, and giving the 
cities a facelift,” he said.

This year’s forum primarily 
focussed on eco-friendly develo-
pment and Macau’s industries, 
mainly the city’s growing financial 
sector.

Chairman of the China Inter-
national Contractors Association 
Fang Qiuchen said, at an earlier 
media briefing, that the forum aims 
to promote green development by 
exploring new opportunities ari-
sing from the “dual carbon” goals. 
These are China’s goals to reach its 
peak carbon emissions by 2030, 
and be “carbon neutral” by 2060, as 
announced by President Xi Jinping 
in September 2020.

Echoing Fang’s remarks, Ho 
vowed that the SAR government 
will press ahead with endeavors 
to meet the nation’s dual carbon 
targets. The efforts contributing to 
these goals will see the government 
stepping up efforts in formulating 
the master urban plan, striving to 
shape Macau into a “liveable” and 
“green” city.

In the opening ceremony, repre-
sentatives from Pakistan, Malaysia, 
and Nigeria reaffirmed their com-
mitments to long-standing infras-
tructure collaborations with China.

REBOUND IN B&R COUNTRIES
The Belt and Road Infrastructure 

Development Index Report 2021, 

which offers detailed infrastructu-
re-related information of the B&R 
markets, was also released yester-
day.

According to the report, Indo-
nesia is ranked No.1 among the 71 
B&R countries in the infrastructu-
re development index, retaining 
the position from last year. It was 
followed by Malaysia in second pla-
ce and the Philippines in third.

Among all Portuguese-speaking 
countries, Brazil was the most ou-
tstanding country, ranking 15th on 
the list, followed by Portugal and 
Angola ranking 28th and 33rd res-
pectively.

The researchers stated that there 
has been an “increasingly obvious 
trend” that B&R countries in 2021 
were back on track in their infras-
tructure construction and deve-
lopment. The accelerating global 
vaccination rate is the key driver 
behind these positive signs.

Given the ongoing impacts of 
the pandemic, coupled with infla-
tionary pressures, rising costs and 
other unfavorable factors, the in-

frastructure development among 
B&R countries is still a long way 
from their previous pre-pandemic 
levels.

Meanwhile, several pronounced 
trends emerged during the pande-
mic. One is that infrastructure de-
velopment among B&R countries 
displayed a “strong resilience” in 
the post-pandemic era.

This is proven by many B&R 
countries launching infrastructure-
-centered construction projects as 
economic stimuli since 2020 — in-
cluding Indonesia upping its natio-
nal budget for infrastructure pro-
jects, and Bangladesh upping its 
budget for railway constructions.

Green development has been 
another up-and-coming trend sin-
ce 2020. Most countries are devising 
policies to combat climate change, 
such as refining energy structures, 
eliminating fossil fuels, and deve-
loping eco-friendly energy sources. 
This global developmental trend 
will have a far-reaching impact on 
infrastructure development in B&R 
countries, the report said.
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Financial Secretary remains confident 
in this year’s GGR forecast

GAMING

Sands China posts 10% increase in Q2 revenue 
HONEY TSANG 

SANDS China Ltd conti-
nues to turn its finances 

around, posting a total of 
USD849 million in net reve-
nue in the second quarter 
(Q2) of 2021 — a 10.1% up-
tick from the $771 million 
in preceding quarter.

According to the latest 
quarterly financial report 
released by the group yes-
terday, Sands China also 
registered a narrowed net 
loss in Q2 2021, totaling 
$166 million. This is a stark 
difference compared to its 
net loss of $549 million in 
the second quarter of 2020.

Meanwhile, the adjusted 
property earnings before 
interest, taxes, depreciation 
and amortization (EBITDA) 
stood at US$132 million 
for Q2 2021, far outperfor-
ming the EBITDA loss of 
$312 million for the second 

quarter of 2020.
“We remain enthusias-

tic about the opportunity 

to welcome more guests 
back to our properties as 
greater volumes of visitors 

are eventually able to travel 
to Macau and Singapore,” 
Robert G. Goldstein, chair-

man and chief executive 
officer of Las Vegas Sands 
Corp, the parental com-
pany of Sands China, sta-
ted in its financial report.

Among Sands China’s 
properties, The Venetian 
Macao reported net reve-
nue of $391 million, contri-
buting the largest portion 
of the group’s total revenue 
in the reported quarter. The 
lion’s share of all revenue 
made by the property came 
from a total of $307 million 
from casinos. This was then 
followed by $49 million in 
profits from the mall and 
US$24 million from hotel 
rooms.

Meanwhile, The Londo-
ner Macao registered a net 
revenue of $189 million, 
US$133 of which came 
from casinos. However, it 
posted an EBITDA loss of 
US$5 million.

Meanwhile, The Parisian 

Macao, The Plaza Macao 
and Sands Macao reported 
their net revenues of $101 
million, $125 million, and 
$42 million respectively.

“Demand for our of-
ferings from customers 
who have been able to 
visit remains robust, but 
pandemic-related travel 
restrictions in both Macau 
and Singapore continue to 
limit visitation and hinder 
our current financial per-
formance,” Goldstein ad-
ded.

For the group’s business 
in Singapore, Marina Bay 
Sands posted a net reve-
nue of $327 million in Q2 
2021, showing a drop from 
the US$426 million repor-
ted in the preceding quar-
ter. The resort’s adjusted 
property EBITDA also fell 
from US$144 million in 
Q1 2021 to US$112 million 
in Q2 2021.

ANTHONY LAM

SECRETARY for Economy and 
Finance Lei Wai Nong said that 

the government has not changed 
its forecast on this year’s gross 
gambling revenue (GGR).

The current forecast made 
by the government is MOP130 
billion.

Additionally, the senior official 
informed the general public that, 
in lieu of “having a superstition 
on figures”, members of socie-
ty should get together and work 
hard to prevent the spread of in-
fection amid the Covid-19 pande-
mic.

It was taken as a hint to encou-
rage members of the public to 
work diligently towards achieving 
the target.

The government has reitera-
ted that, in order to attract more 
tourists from the mainland, the 
city needs to be free from risk and 
infections.

When new cases broke out in 
mainland China, entrants from 
affected areas were required to 
enter centralized quarantine faci-
lities when they arrived in Macau, 
which discouraged tourists from 
those areas from visiting Macau.

The city’s GGR for the first half 
of the year is MOP49 billion, a 25% 
drop from forecasts. This means 
that the city’s casinos need to 
earn MOP81 billion in the second 
half of the year in order to achieve 
the government’s forecast.

Besides reaffirming the fore-
cast on the yearly GGR figure, 
Lei is also confident about the 
economy’s performance in the 
second half of the year, which 
he referred to as the “Golden Pe-
riod.”

For example, he said that in 
the second half of the year the-
re will be the National Day Gol-
den Week and the annual Macau 
Grand Prix.

Moreover, the government 
will continue its efforts in attrac-
ting more tourists to Macau, with 
events such as the Macao Week 
pop-up roadshows in different 
cities in mainland China. Al-
though the tourist arrival figures 
in June have registered a 40% de-
crease, tourist arrivals have bou-
nced back since the start of July 
— especially on July 16 and 17, 
when more than 30,000 tourist 
arrivals were recorded each day.

In addition, tourists have 
stayed longer in Macau, boos-
ting the occupancy rate of local 
hotels and resorts.

The government will continue 
to promote Macau in mainland 
cities with direct flights to Ma-
cau. Furthermore, it will stren-
gthen its efforts in Tourism+, 
Meeting, Incentive, Convention 
and Exhibition (MICE), as well 
as electronic businesses.

Previous efforts have yielded 
positive outcomes, the senior of-
ficial stressed.

He recalled that some main-

land vloggers have previously 
made videos to promote Macau, 
necessitating an overhaul to the 
marketing strategy in the city. 
Lei said that the government has 
proactively followed up on the 
strategy.

Lei also took the opportuni-
ty to encourage local business 
operators to be innovative and 
creative, because “business ow-
ners and operators cannot only 

be responsive” — it is important 
they be proactive as well.

He reminded local busines-
ses to continuously update and 
upgrade their products and ser-
vices to entice tourists to return.

Lei said that the government 
has achieved stabilization of 
the local economy by pushing 
forward infrastructure projects 
and the e-consumption subsidy 
scheme.

He added that the quantity of 
cargo imports in the first quar-
ter has doubled year-on-year, 
affirming that local demand has 
been robust.

In response to rumors about 
the suspected closure of the casi-
no at the Holiday Inn Macau, Lei 
refuted the rumors, stressing that 
the opening and closing of lo-
cal casinos requires government 
approval.
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Gaming operators 
donate MOP60m 
to Henan

EACH of the six local gambling operators has an-
nounced that they will donate MOP10 million — 

amounting to a total of MOP60 million — to Henan 
Province to aid the province’s flooding relief efforts.

The donations will be made under the coordi-
nation of the Liaison Office of the Central People’s 
Government in the Macao Special Administrative 
Region.

The heads of the six concessionaires stressed that 
their hearts are with the people of Henan Province. 
They extended their compassion and sympathy to 
the victims and their families.

Through the donation, they hope to help the pro-
vince and the people rebuild their lives as soon as 
possible.

A recent torrential downpour has affected about 
three million people in central China’s Henan Pro-
vince. A total of 376,000 local residents have been 
relocated to safe places due to the natural disaster. 
Rainwater has damaged more than 215,200 hectares 
of crops, causing direct economic loss of about 1.22 
billion Chinese yuan.

Local junket owner Levo Chan and his wife, ar-
tiste Ady An, have also announced a personal dona-
tion of 2 million Chinese yuan to contribute to flood 
relief.

The couple’s donation will be made through the 
Red Cross of Zhengzhou, provincial capital of He-
nan.

Chan stressed that the donation is aimed at 
preventing post-disaster economic hardship and 
illness. He also thanked frontline workers for their 
hard work. AL

Amusement installations at the Studio City Water Park

Melco defends safety 
of aquatic facilities
L

OCAL resort ope-
rator Melco Resorts 
and Entertainment 
stressed that the ins-

tallations at its Studio City 
Water Park were “checked 
before opening and during 
operation every day,” the 
operator told the Times.

On July 19, a social media 
post alleging that an acci-
dent took place at the Cotai 
aquatic theme park went 
viral. The user said that she 
sustained a bone fracture 
while playing on a slide at 
the theme park.

The slide in question has 
a whirlpool bowl in the mid-
dle of the ride. At one point 
in the ride, the riders, sea-
ted in large safety rings, are 
flushed through an opening 
in the center of the whirl-
pool. The user stated that 
she was injured in this faci-
lity and claimed that others 
have sustained various inju-
ries on the same ride.

She added that she was 
not well taken care of by the 

resort team after she repor-
ted her injury.

In a reply to the enquiry 
by the Times, Chimmy 

Leung, executive director 
of Corporate Communica-
tions of Melco, reiterated 
that “the Water Park has 

gone through a number of 
safety checks prior to licen-
sing and opening.”

Meanwhile, the executi-
ve pointed out that the ins-
tallations at the theme park 
“are used in the largest wa-
ter parks around the world, 
and in Asia specifically.”

Regarding the claim that 
the victim was not well-ca-
red-for, Leung defended the 
resort team by stating that 
they offered immediate as-
sistance to the victim. She 
also said that the company 
has been in contact with the 
victim.

According to a report by 
local public broadcaster 
Radio Macau, the Macao 
Government Tourism Of-
fice has acknowledged the 
receipt of a relevant com-
plaint. Along with following 
up with the resort, the offi-
ce has also shared the case 
with other competent go-
vernment entities.

The Municipal Affairs 
Bureau — the licensing 
department of the facili-
ty — has inquired with the 
resort about the situation. 
The bureau stressed that 
the licensing procedure in-
volved several government 
entities, and a third-party 
safety report was taken into 
account. AL
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Two new 
cases of Bell’s 
palsy reported 
after Covid-19 
vaccinations

Student 
arriving from 
UK is the 56th 
case of Covid-19

RENATO MARQUES

TWO local women, aged 35 and 60 years old, 
are the most recent cases of Bell’s palsy diag-

noses after a Covid-19 vaccination, the Novel 
Coronavirus Response and Coordination Center 
has said.

The two women were inoculated with Si-
nopharm vaccines on June 21. In the case of the 
60-year-old woman, this was her second dose of 
the vaccine.

Both reported similar symptoms, such as ab-
normal paresthesia on the left side of their faces, 
crooked corners of the mouth, and an inability to 
completely close their left eyelids.

The 35-year-old woman sought medical assis-
tance at the emergency department of the Kiang 
Wu Hospital on July 20, where she received the 
diagnosis. The 60-year-old was diagnosed at the 
Conde de São Januário Hospital Center on July 
19.

Both patients have received treatment and left 
the hospital on the same day, without the need 
for hospitalization.

As onset of the medical condition occurred 
after immunization, the two cases were conside-
red potential adverse events after immunization 
(AEFI) and forwarded for review to the Evalua-
tion Taskforce on AEFI of Covid-19 Vaccination 
for further analysis.

In the same statement, the center also stres-
sed that Bell’s palsy is a common medical con-
dition in Macau and that, according to the most 
current data, there has been no increase in the 
incidence of the Bell’s palsy due to Covid-19 vac-
cination.

The center also notes that — according to the 
experiences observed — the majority of patients 
can achieve an almost-full recovery from the con-
dition in a period of about three to six months.

A 21-year-old local resident who arrived in 
Macau from the U.K on Wednesday (July 21) 

tested positive in a nucleic acid test (NAT) upon 
arrival, and has since been classified as the 56th 
case of Covid-19 in Macau.

The woman, who was previously studying in 
the U.K., was vaccinated with her first dose of the 
Covid-19 Moderna mRNA vaccine on June 24. 
She declared that she has never tested positive 
for the Covid-19 virus.

Before boarding the flight to Macau, she tested 
negative as part of a NAT in the U.K. on July 18, 
flying from the UK to Singapore on July 19.

According to the health authority’s notice, she 
departed the UK on the Singapore Airlines flight 
SQ319, traveling in seat number 42A, and made a 
stopover in Singapore before traveling to Macau.

She arrived to Macau via a Scoot airlines flight 
TR904 on July 21 in seat number 23F.

She has been sent for treatment in isolation at 
the Conde de São Januário Hospital Center. RM

Committee of Rules 
and Mandates passes 
‘hot potato’ to next term

MUST survey finds decrease in 
employees’ confidence in job market
A survey by the Macau Uni-

versity of Science and Te-
chnology (MUST) found that 
local employees were 7% less 
satisfied with their job than in 
the previous year.

The survey was conducted 
by questionnaire between 
April 16 and May 24 this year 
by the Institute of Sustainable 
Development at the MUST in 
order to gather the data used 
in calculating the 2021 Macao 
Employee Confidence and 
Satisfaction Index.

By the end of the survey 
period, a total of 803 valid res-
ponses from Macau resident 
workers were received.

This year, the overall em-
ployee confidence index in 
Macau has fallen by 5.5% 
year-on-year, while the total 
employee satisfaction index 
fell by 7%.

The survey also showed 
that the sub-index of em-
ployees’ confidence in the 

RENATO MARQUES

THE Committee of Rules 
and Mandates of the Le-

gislative Assembly (AL) deci-
ded in a meeting yesterday 
that the discussion about 
whether AL Committee mee-
tings should be open to the 
public will be held during the 
AL’s upcoming seventh term.

This decision was con-
veyed by committee chair-
man Chui Sai Peng to the 
media in a press briefing af-
ter the session.

Chui justified the decision 
to the media by observing 
that the current AL mandates 
that terms are to be drawn to 
a close in less than one mon-
th’s time. This matter involves 
changes to important rules 
and procedures that will re-
quire lengthy discussion and 
a consensus to be reached.

“As this is a process that 
requires a lot of time [and 
other conditions that we do 
not have at the moment], we 
will leave a note for the fu-
ture committee to take this 
into account,” Chui said. He 
added that, “Of course we 
cannot require that the [next 
committee] will address this 
matter, so what we are doing 

employment market in Ma-
cau fell by 6.7%, the sub-index 
of employees’ confidence in 
their company by 4.5%, and 
the sub-index of employees’ 
personal confidence by 5.4%.

In addition, the job sa-
tisfaction sub-index fell by 
14.1%, the job quality satis-
faction sub-index by 6.4%, 
the personal development sa-

is leaving a suggestion so the 
committee can address po-
tential changes to the rules in 
the future.”

The chairman also ex-
plained that the petition 
submitted to the AL by a lo-
cal resident was very preci-
sely outlined, and called for 
amending the AL procedures 
so that several committees’ 
meetings, that are by default 
held behind closed doors like 
the plenary meetings, should 
be carried out publicly. This 
would allow the media and 

tisfaction sub-index by 4.1%, 
and the job stability satisfac-
tion sub-index by 3.7%.

The survey team believe 
that the impact of the pande-
mic on employee confidence 
is reflected in the declines 
recorded in employees’ con-
fidence in the Macau job 
market, company prospects, 
and personal development.

members of the public to 
have access to the full con-
tent of the meetings and dis-
cussions.

Chui also said that ano-
ther factor that would con-
tribute to the lengthy process 
is the fact that the Commi-
ttee of Rules and Mandates 
thinks that a matter of such 
importance should not be 
decided only by the commi-
ttee members.

According to them, the 
discussion should be broa-
der and involve all the legis-

The pandemic’s impact 
on employee satisfaction, 
meanwhile, is reflected in 
the overall impact on Macau 
employees’ work benefits, 
job quality, personal develop-
ment and job stability.

The researchers sugges-
ted that Macau society draw 
upon public opinion to direct 
employees’ perceptions and 
understanding, so that they 
do not retreat in the face of di-
fficulty, but rather turn crisis 
into opportunity.

When the economy is 
weak, employees must use 
their time and seek oppor-
tunities to broaden their vo-
cational knowledge and im-
prove their vocational skills, 
the group explained. Com-
panies should also strengthen 
employee training, provide 
opportunities for employees 
to recharge, as well as enhan-
ce confidence and reduce un-
certainty. AL

lators who compose the AL.
Previously, several 

lawmakers — namely José 
Pereira Coutinho and Sulu 
Sou — urged the AL to open 
the committees’ meetings 
to the public as a matter of 
transparency from the AL 
and the government.

Late last month, while 
submitting his political plat-
form to the elections, incum-
bent lawmaker Pereira Cou-
tinho said that this matter 
would continue to be one of 
his political battles.



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
fri 23.07.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CHINA中國

page 9

AP
 P

H
O

TO

XI
N

H
UA

Gov’t rebuffs WHO’s terms for 
further Covid-19 origins study

33 dead, eight missing in flood-hit Henan
MORE cities in China’s 

Henan Province have 
been hit with torrential 
rains that have left 33 dead 
and eight missing.    

At 11 a.m. yesterday, 
Henan’s provincial meteo-
rological observatory reis-
sued a top-level red alert 
for heavy rains in the cities 
of Anyang, Hebi, Xinxiang 
and Jiaozuo.

The accumulated preci-
pitation in certain areas of 
the four cities has excee-
ded 50 mm and will exceed 
100 mm in the next three 
hours.    

As of 10:30 p.m. Wed-
nesday, over 470,000 peo-
ple have been affected by 
flooding in Xinxiang alone.    

The meteorological ob-
servatory in Hebei Provin-
ce has also recorded tor-
rential rains, renewing a 

red alert at 9:29 a.m. Thur-
sday as heavy downpours 
continued to lash the cities 
of Handan, Xingtai and 
Shijiazhuang. The accu-
mulated rainfall in parts of 
the three cities was estima-
ted to be as high as 350 mm 
at noon on yesterday.

Over the past few days, 
record rainfalls in Henan 
have caused extensive wa-
terlogging, with approxi-
mately 3 million people 
affected.  

A senior meteorologist 
has commented on the 
possible causes of the re-
cord rainfall.

According to Chen Tao, 
chief forecaster of the Na-
tional Meteorological Cen-
ter (NMC), the ongoing 
rainstorms have a num-
ber of causes, including 
the local topography and 

Typhoon In-fa, which is 
currently over the Pacific 
Ocean and has been hea-
ding for landfall since Sun-
day.

Speaking at a Beijing 
press conference on We-
dnesday, Chen said that 
water vapor has been arri-
ving in Henan from the sea 

ahead of Typhoon In-fa, 
which is the sixth this year.

Other factors including 
high pressure systems and 
the region’s special terrain 
have also contributed to 
the continuous severe rain 
in Henan, Chen said.

Torrential rains have 
swept large areas of He-

nan Province since last 
Saturday, leaving dozens 
dead and injured, and cau-
sing severe waterlogging 
in many cities, especially 
Zhengzhou, the provincial 
capital.

Hourly precipitation in 
Zhengzhou, the center of 
this round of heavy rainfall, 
has hit a record high for the 
Chinese mainland, accor-
ding to meteorologists.

Zhengzhou registered 
201.9 mm of precipitation 
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Tuesday, the highest figure 
on record.

Meanwhile, from 8 a.m. 
Saturday to 8 a.m. on We-
dnesday, the accumulated 
precipitation in parts of 
Zhengzhou exceeded the 
city’s annual average of 641 
mm.

The record rainfall and 

resulting damage have 
taken many by surprise, 
with netizens commenting 
that such downpours only 
happened “once in a thou-
sand years.”

However, Chen said it 
is hard for meteorologists 
to draw such a conclusion 
without the help of reliable 
long-time meteorological 
data, adding that there was 
no rigorous precipitation 
record available before 
1951.

The NMC predicts that 
Henan will see more rain 
over the next three days, 
and it will likely abate to-
day.

Experts have warned of 
an extremely high risk of di-
sasters caused by the conti-
nuous rainfall, calling for lo-
cal governments to enhan-
ce prevention and control 
of floods and geological 
disasters and strengthen 
epidemic prevention work 
in advance. MDT/XINHUA

C
HINA cannot accept 
the World Health Or-
ganization’s plan for 
the second phase of 

a study into the origins of CO-
VID-19, a senior Chinese health 
official said yesterday.  

Zeng Yixin, the vice minister 
of the National Health Commis-
sion, said he was “rather taken 
aback” by the call for a further 
into the pandemic’s origins and 
specifically, the theory that the 
virus might have leaked from a 
Chinese lab. 

He dismissed the lab leak 
theory as a rumor that runs 
counter to common sense and 
science.

“It is impossible for us to 
accept such an origin-tracing 
plan,” he said at a news confe-
rence called to address the CO-
VID-19 origins issue.

The search for the origins of 
the virus has become a diplo-
matic issue that has worsened 
China’s relations with the U.S. 
and many of its allies. The U.S. 
and others say that China has 
not been transparent about 
what happened in the early 
days of the pandemic. China 
accuses critics of politicizing 
an issue that should be left to 
scientists.

Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus, the director-general of 
WHO, acknowledged last week 
that it was premature to rule 
out a potential link between 
the pandemic and a leak from 
a Chinese government lab in 
Wuhan, the city where the di-
sease was first detected in late 
2019. 

Tedros said he hoped for be-
tter cooperation and access to 
data from China, adding that 
getting access to raw data had 
been a challenge for the in-
ternational expert team that 

traveled to China this year to 
investigate the cause of the ou-
tbreak. 

He also says there had been 
a “premature push” to rule out 
the theory that the coronavi-
rus might have escaped from 
a Chinese government lab in 
Wuhan.

“I was a lab technician my-
self, I’m an immunologist, and I 
have worked in the lab, and lab 
accidents happen,” Tedros said. 

Tedros’ words were echoed 
by Germany’s health minister, 
Jens Spahn, who urged Chinese 
officials to allow the investiga-
tion into the origins of the virus 
to proceed.

Zeng said the Wuhan lab has 
no virus that can directly infect 
humans. 

He noted that a WHO-coor-
dinated team of international 
experts who visited the lab ear-
lier this year concluded that a 

lab leak was highly unlikely. 
The team stated the virus 

most likely jumped from ani-
mals to humans, with specula-
tion focusing on it originating 
in bats, which may have trans-
mitted it to pangolins that were 
traditionally sold in Chinese 
wet markets as a delicacy. 

The highly politicized debate 
centers on whether a lab leak 
is so unlikely that the theory 
should be ruled out as a possi-

bility, or if it merits further stu-
dy. 

Zeng also said reports that 
staff and graduate students at 
the Wuhan Institute of Virology 
had become sick with the virus 
and might have transmitted it 
to others were untrue. 

He said China has “always 
supported scientific virus tra-
cing,” and wants to see that 
extended to multiple countries 
and regions worldwide. 

“However, we are opposed to 
politicizing the tracing work,” 
Zeng said. 

The second phase of virus 
tracing should be based on the 
conclusions of the first phase 
after “full discussion and con-
sultation by member states,” 
Zeng said. 

China has frequently sou-
ght to deflect accusations that 
the pandemic originated in 
Wuhan.

Government spokespeople 
have called for an investiga-
tion into whether it might have 
been produced in a U.S. mili-
tary laboratory, a theory not wi-
dely held in the scientific com-
munity. 

China has largely ended lo-
cal transmission of the virus 
through lockdowns, masking 
requirements and the distribu-
tion of more than 1 billion do-
ses of vaccine. 

Just 12 new local cases were 
reported yesterday and China’s 
death toll from the virus remains 
unchanged at 4,636. MDT/AP

Zeng Yixin, Vice Minister of China’s National Health Commission
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TOP U.S. and South Korean offi-
cials agreed yesterday to try to 

convince North Korea to return to 
talks on its nuclear program, which 
Pyongyang has insisted it won’t do 
in protest of what it calls U.S. hos-
tility.

U.S. Deputy Secretary of State 
Wendy Sherman was in Seoul as 
part of her regional tour that will 
take her to China this weekend. 
She’ll be the highest-ranking U.S. 
official to visit China since President 
Joe Biden took office in January. 

Yesterday, she met South Korean 
Foreign Minister Chung Eui-yong 
for talks on North Korea, the mi-
litary alliance between Seoul and 
Washington and other regional is-
sues.

The two decided to continue 
close consultations to get North 
Korea to return to talks and agreed 
dialogue is essential to the comple-
te denuclearization and permanent 
peace on the Korean Peninsula, 
Chung’s ministry said in a state-
ment. 

During her separate meeting 
with President Moon Jae-in, Sher-

man said she hopes North Korea 
will soon respond to a U.S. offer for 
dialogue. She said she wants to have 
in-depth talks on North Korea with 
Chinese officials when she visits the 
northeastern Chinese city of Tianjin 
on Sunday, Moon’s office said.

While there are questions about 
its influence on North Korea, China 

is still North Korea’s last major ally 
and economic pipeline. North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Un said ear-
lier this month he’ll further upgrade 
his country’s ties with China, as he’s 
struggling to overcome deepening 
pandemic-caused economic sho-
cks.

U.S.-led diplomacy aimed at 

stripping North Korea of its nuclear 
program in return for economic 
and political benefits has been stal-
led for about 2 ½ years. A major sti-
cking point is North Korea’s calls for 
the United States to abandon policy 
Pyongyang considers hostile — an 
apparent reference to punishing 
U.S.-led sanctions imposed over its 

past nuclear and missile tests.
Last month, Kim’s influential 

sister, Kim Yo Jong, dismissed pros-
pects for a restart of the nuclear di-
plomacy, saying U.S. expectations 
of talks would “plunge them into a 
greater disappointment.” After her 
statement, Kim Jong Un’s foreign 
minister said North Korea wasn’t 
even considering the possibility of 
any contact with the Americans, 
noting it “would get us nowhere, 
only taking up precious time.”

The blunt back-to-back state-
ments have dampened hopes that 
were raised when Kim said North 
Korea was ready for both dialogue 
and confrontation — though more 
for confrontation.

Some experts say North Korea 
will likely find the urgent need to 
return to talks if its current pande-
mic-related economic difficulties 
further worsen. 

Also during Thursday’s meeting, 
Chung asked Sherman to strive 
to bolster the South Korean-U.S. 
alliance. Sherman responded she 
would do so, saying the alliance is 
key to peace, security and prospe-
rity in the Indo-Pacific region and 
Northeast Asia, according to the 
statement.

Sherman also met South Korean 
presidential national security di-
rector Suh Hoon to discuss ways to 
restart U.S.-North Korea diplomacy 
and other stalled talks between the 
two Koreas, the South Korean presi-
dential office said.  MDT/AP

DIPLOMACY

US, South Korea say they’ll push 
North to return to nuke talks
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Olympic opening ceremony 
director fired for Holocaust joke

Two more Olympic athletes among 91 total Tokyo virus cases
TWO athletes were 

among four residen-
ts of the Olympic Village 
who were added to the 
tally yesterday of people 
accredited for the Tokyo 
Games who have tested 
positive for COVID-19 
this month, bringing the 
number to 91.

Skateboarder Candy 
Jacobs of the Nether-
lands and table tennis 
player Pavel Sirucek of 
the Czech Republic tes-
ted positive and had to 
leave the village to enter 
a quarantine hotel in ca-

ses announced Wednes-
day.

Two additional “Ga-
mes-concerned person-
nel” — a category that 
includes team coaches 
and officials — staying 
in the village overlooking 
Tokyo Bay were included 
in the 91 total cases lis-
ted by organizers since 
July 1.

That number does not 
include athletes who tes-
ted positive at home be-
fore their scheduled travel 
to Tokyo for events they 
will now miss. MDT/AP

MARI YAMAGUCHI, TOKYO 

T
HE Tokyo Olympic or-
ganizing committee 
fired the director of 
the opening ceremony 

yesterday because of a Holo-
caust joke he made during a 
comedy show in 1998.

Organizing committee pre-
sident Seiko Hashimoto said a 
day ahead of the opening ce-
remony that director Kentaro 
Kobayashi has been dismissed. 
He was accused of using a joke 
about the Holocaust in his co-
medy act, including the phrase 
“Let’s play Holocaust.”

“We found out that Mr. Ko-
bayashi, in his own performan-
ce, has used a phrase ridiculing 
a historical tragedy,” Hashimo-
to said. “We deeply apologize 
for causing such a develop-
ment the day before the ope-
ning ceremony and for causing 
troubles and concerns to many 
involved parties as well as the 
people in Tokyo and the rest of 
the country.”

Tokyo has been plagued with 
scandals since being awarded 
the Games in 2013. French in-
vestigators are looking into 
alleged bribes paid to Inter-
national Olympic Committee 
members to influence the vote 
for Tokyo. The fallout forced 
the resignation two years ago of 
Tsunekazu Takeda, who headed 
the Japanese Olympic Commit-
tee and was an IOC member.

The opening ceremony of 
the pandemic-delayed Games 
is scheduled for today. The ce-
remony will be held without 
spectators as a measure to pre-
vent the spread of coronavirus 
infections, although some of-
ficials, guests and media will 
attend.

“We are going to have the 
opening ceremony tomorrow 
and, yes, I am sure there are a 
lot of people who are not fee-
ling easy about the opening of 
the Games,” Hashimoto said. 
“But we are going to open the 
Games tomorrow under this di-

fficult situation.”
Earlier this week, composer 

Keigo Oyamada, whose music 
was to be used at the ceremony, 
was forced to resign because of 
past bullying of his classmates, 
which he boasted about in ma-
gazine interviews. The segment 
of his music will not be used.

Soon after a video clip and 
script of Kobayashi’s perfor-
mance were revealed, criticism 
flooded social media.

“Any person, no matter how 
creative, does not have the right 
to mock the victims of the Nazi 
genocide,” said Rabbi Abraham 
Cooper, associate dean and 
global social action director of 
the Simon Wiesenthal Center, 
a Los Angeles-based human ri-
ghts group.

He also noted that the Nazis 
gassed Germans with disabili-
ties.

“Any association of this per-

son to the Tokyo Olympics 
would insult the memory of 6 
million Jews and make a cruel 
mockery of the Paralympics,” 
he said.

Kobayashi is a former mem-
ber of a popular comedy duo 
Rahmens and known overseas 
for comedy series including 
“The Japanese Tradition.”

Japan is 
pushing ahead 
with the Olympi-
cs against the ad-
vice of most of its 
medical experts. 
This is partially 
due to pressu-
re from the IOC, 
which is estima-
ted to face losses 
of $3 billion to $4 
billion in televi-
sion rights inco-
me if the Games 
were not held. 

The official 
cost of the Olym-
pics is $15.4 
billion, but go-
vernment audits 
suggest it’s much 
more. All but $6.7 
billion is public money.

“We have been preparing for 
the last year to send a positi-
ve message,” Hashimoto said. 
“Toward the very end now there 
are so many incidents that give 
a negative image toward Tokyo 
2020.”

Toshiro Muto, the CEO of the 
Tokyo organizing committee, 
also acknowledged the reputa-
tional damage.

“Maybe these negative inci-
dents will impact the positive 
message we wanted to deliver 
to the world,” he said.

The last-minute scan-

dals come as Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga’s government 
faces criticism for prioritizing 
the Olympics despite public 
health concerns amid a resur-
gence of coronavirus infec-
tions.

Koichi Nakano, who teach 
politics at Sophia University, 
wrote on Twitter that the ope-

ning ceremony 
chaos undersco-
res a lack of awa-
reness in Japan 
about diversity.

Tokyo Gover-
nor Yuriko Koike 
said she learned 
of Koyayashi’s 
comments from 
Hashimoto.

“I was asto-
nished,” she said.

K o b a y a s h i ’s 
Holocaust joke 
and Oyamada’s 
resignation were 
the latest to pla-
gue the Games. 
Yoshiro Mori re-
signed as organi-
zing committee 
president over 

sexist remarks. Hiroshi Sasaki 
also stepped down as crea-
tive director for the opening 
and closing ceremonies after 
suggesting a Japanese actress 
should dress as a pig.

Also this week, the chiroprac-
tor for the American women’s 
wrestling team apologized after 
comparing Olympic COVID-19 
protocols to Nazi Germany in a 
social media post. Rosie Galle-
gos-Main, the team’s chiroprac-
tor since 2009, will be allowed to 
finish her planned stay at USA 
Wrestling’s pre-Olympic camp in 
Nakatsugawa, Japan. MDT/AP

”Maybe 
these 

negative 
incidents 

will impact 
the positive 
message we 

wanted to 
deliver to 
the world.

TOSHIRO MUTO
CEO OF THE TOKYO 

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
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Prince Andrew and Sarah Ferguson have married 
at Westminster Abbey.

Thousands of people lined the streets of London 
and a worldwide TV audience of 500 million tuned 
in to catch a glimpse of the pageantry.

Miss Ferguson arrived at the 900-year-old church 
at 1130 BST - only a couple of minutes late - after 
riding from Clarence House in the Glass Coach with 
her father, Sir Ronald.

Inside, 2,000 people, amid 30,000 flowers, wa-
tched the bride make her four-minute walk up 
the blue-carpeted aisle, sweeping a 17-foot train 
behind her.

As well as the families of the bride and groom, 
guests included 17 members of foreign royalty, US 
First Lady Nancy Reagan and Prime Minister Mar-
garet Thatcher.

The Queen conferred Prince Andrew with the title 
Duke of York - last held by King George VI and tra-
ditionally reserved for the sovereign’s second son 
- just 90 minutes before the ceremony.

Prince Edward was best man to his 26-year-old 
brother and Prince Charles read the lesson in a ser-
vice conducted by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Dr Robert Runcie.

As the couple exchanged their vows cheers could 
be heard from the crowd outside.

The new Duchess of York mistakenly repeated 
Prince Andrew’s middle name, Christian, and agreed 
to obey her husband - a clause omitted by Princess 
Diana in her 1981 marriage to Prince Charles.

After they had signed the register the couple rode 
in the open-topped 1902 State Landau to Buckin-
gham Palace.

The Duchess looked radiant in her ivory duches-
se satin dress, next to the Duke - four months her 
junior - in the ceremonial day dress of a naval lieu-
tenant.

A crowd of 100,000 clamoured to see their first 
public kiss as man and wife on the balcony of the 
Palace.

Courtesy BBC News

1986 Prince Andrew weds 
              sArAh Ferguson

In context

The Duke and Duchess of York had two daughters 
- Princess Beatrice in August 1988 and Princess 
Eugenie in March 1990. 
They divorced in 1996, but they were living togeth-
er again a year later at the family home in Sunning-
dale, Berkshire, for the sake of the children. 
In an attempt to recover from large debts Sarah 
Ferguson published children’s books about Budgie, 
the helicopter she learnt to fly in. 
She has courted additional publicity with cameo 
appearances on British and American TV. 
In 2001 Sarah Ferguson admitted to an American 
magazine her marriage began to break down within 
a week of the state wedding because of Prince An-
drew’s naval duties.

this day in history

CO M M E M O R AT I O N S 
have begun yester-

day to mark 10 years since 
Norway’s worst ever peace-
time slaughter.

On July 22, 2011, right 
wing extremist Anders Brei-
vik set off a bomb in the 
capital, Oslo, killing eight 
people, before heading to 
tiny Utoya island where he 
stalked and shot dead 69 
mostly teen members of the 
Labor Party’s youth wing.

Events took place arou-
nd the country, including 
a service in Oslo Cathedral 
that will end with bells 
ringing in churches throu-
ghout Norway.

Around the country, peo-
ple listened as emotional 
survivors read aloud the 
names of the 77 victims at 
a memorial event that was 
broadcast on television.

Some parents of the vic-
tims reflected on the way 

the country coped with 
the slaughter, and said that 
“time does not heal all wou-
nds.” 

“[The victims] would be 
proud of how we reacted 
after the terror and how the 
rule of law stood strong,” 
said Lisbeth Roeyneland, 
whose daughter Synne was 
murdered by Breivik. Roey-
neland now runs the natio-
nal support group for vic-
tims and families. 

Astrid Hoem, a survivor 
from Utoya, who now leads 
the Labor Youth, said “we 
have not stopped the hatred” 
and urged the country to 
continue facing up to the ra-
cism in the country. MDT/AP

Norway mourns 77 dead a 
decade after extremist attack

JON GAMBRELL, DUBAI

M
OBILE phone 
internet ser-
vice in Iran 
is being dis-

rupted a week into protests 
in the country’s southwest 
over water shortages, a mo-
nitoring group said yester-
day, unrest that has seen at 
least three people killed. 

Internet-access advocacy 
group NetBlocks.org attri-
buted part of the disruption 
to “state information con-
trols or targeted internet 
shutdowns.” It identified the 
outages as beginning July 
15, when the protests began 
in Khuzestan amid a drou-
ght affecting the oil-rich re-
gion neighboring Iraq. 

While landline service 
continues, NetBlocks war-
ned its analysis and user 
reports were “consistent 
with a regional internet shu-
tdown intended to control 
protests.”

The effects represents 
“a near-total internet shu-
tdown that is likely to limit 
the public’s ability to ex-
press political discontent 
or communicate with each 
other and the outside wor-
ld,” NetBlocks said. 

There was no acknow-
ledgement of an internet 
shutdown in Iranian state 
media. Iran’s mission to the 
United Nations did not im-
mediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

Activist groups abroad 
have described internet 
disruptions in the region in 
recent days as well. Since 
the country’s 2009 disputed 
presidential election and 
Green Movement protests, 
Iran has tightened its con-
trol over the internet. 

Tehran deployed a com-
plete shutdown of the na-
tion’s internet in November 
2019 during protests over 
gasoline prices. That both 
limits demonstrators’ ability 
to communicate with each 
other, as well as the spread 
of videos of the protests 
with the wider world.

Protests took place across 
eight cities and towns in 
Khuzestan early yesterday, 
according to the group Hu-
man Rights Activists in Iran. 
Security forces fired tear gas, 
water cannons and clashed 
with demonstrators, the 
group said.

Iranian state media have 
reported the killing of a po-
lice officer and two others 
amid the protests, highligh-
ting videos it alleged showed 
demonstrators with firear-
ms. However, Iran has in the 
past blamed protesters for 
deaths occurring amid hea-
vy-handed crackdowns by 
security forces. 

Iran’s government up to 
its Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei have 
acknowledged people’s 
anger over the drought, as 
actors, athletes and activis-
ts also call attention to the 
protests. Iran’s outgoing Pre-
sident Hassan Rouhani des-
cribed the protests as “the 
people’s right.”

“People who are living in 
50 degrees Celsius with wa-
ter shortage problems have 
a natural right to speak out 
and protest, even to take to 
the streets,” Rouhani said 

in comments aired by state 
television. 

U.S. State Department 
spokesman Ned Price told 
journalists on Wednes-
day that Washington was 
following closely reports 
that Iranian security forces 
fired on protesters. 

“We support the rights 
of Iranians to peacefully as-
semble and express them-
selves [...] without fear of 
violence, without fear of ar-
bitrary detention by security 
forces,” Price said.

Water worries in the past 
have sent angry demonstra-
tors into the streets in Iran. 
The country has faced rolling 
blackouts for weeks now, in 
part over what authorities 
describe as a severe drought. 
Precipitation had decrea-
sed by almost 50% in the 
last year, leaving dams with 
dwindling water supplies.

The protests in Khuzes-
tan come as Iran struggles 
through repeated waves of 
infections in the coronavirus 
pandemic and as thousands 
of workers in its oil industry 
have launched strikes for be-
tter wages and conditions.

Iran’s economy also has 
struggled under U.S. sanc-
tions since then-President 
Donald Trump’s 2018 de-
cision to unilaterally with-
draw America from Tehran’s 
nuclear deal with world 
powers, crashing the value 
of the Islamic Republic’s 
currency, the rial. MDT/AP

Mobile internet disruptions 
seen in Iran amid water protests
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Sibilate; 5- Portable bed; 8- Peek follower; 12- Body of values; 14- 

Hawaiian outdoor feast; 15- Belgrade native; 16- Not easily broken; 17- Env. 
notation; 18- Away from the wind; 19- Unnaturally delicate; 21- Hire; 23- Fast 
flier; 24- 2001 biopic; 25- Lion tail?; 26- 3.26 light years; 30- Stalks; 32- Sallow; 
33- Wayfarer; 37- Monetary unit of Cambodia; 38- Easy gaits; 39- Swiss river; 40- 
Absence of sense of pain; 42- A&M student; 43- Rescued; 44- Bivalve mollusk; 
45- It’s for two, in song; 48- Lux. neighbor; 49- Cpl.’s superior; 50- Make beloved; 
52- Exemption from obligation; 57- ___ contendere; 58- Beige cousin; 60- Scuffle; 
61- Actress Lena; 62- Yonder thing; 63- Currency unit in Nigeria; 64- Apprehends; 
65- ___ Quentin; 66- Duo;
 
DOWN: 1- 8th letter of the Hebrew alphabet; 2- Langston Hughes poem; 3- Close; 4- 
[Oh, well]; 5- Pleasingly pretty; 6- Cereal grass; 7- Unmusical; 8- PDQ; 9- Pretty girl; 10- 
Cream-filled cookies; 11- Follows orders; 
13- Selected; 14- Ultimate; 20- Home 
of the Trojans; 22- Jester; 24- Puzzled; 
26- Graph prefix; 27- Z ___ zebra; 28- 
Earthbound bird; 29- Vends; 30- Flavorful; 
31- Catches; 33- Difficult question; 34- 
Jokes; 35- Buffalo’s county; 36- Winder for 
holding flexible material; 38- Young hares; 
41- Infatuated; 42- Fall; 44- “The Wizard of 
Oz” studio; 45- Mortise insert; 46- ___ Gay; 
47- Improvise; 49- Brown-bag stuff; 51- 
Seemingly forever; 52- Teheran’s country; 
53- Type of tide; 54- Hip bones; 55- Actress 
Hatcher; 56- Age unit; 59- Ballroom dance, 
when doubled;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The connection you’ve got cookin’ 
with someone else is getting more 
complicated right now, and today 
you might want to step back and 
look at things from an outsider’s 
perspective. 

Apr. 20-May. 20
If  you want to have a unique day, 
all you need to do is take a unique 
approach. All you need to do is see 
things from another perspective- 
try seeing the world as an audience 
you must entertain.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Try. This one little word could 
mean big things for you today. 
You see, there is a tremendous 
amount of  value to be gained 
when you at least attempt 
things.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Things are going to work out 
differently than the way you 
assumed they would. And 
whether you’ll respond really well 
or really badly is still up in the air.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Sure, you know that you are 
supposed to look before you leap, 
but do not forget that you also 
need to listen before you leap! 
Take in all the instructions that are 
given before you act today.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
It’s the perfect day for you to 
stop what you’re doing and take 
a moment to reach up and pat 
yourself  on the back! It took you 
a lot of  hard work to get to where 
you are right now.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Step out and do what you want 
to do today - take advantage 
of  a great bargain, a wonderful 
dinner invitation or some other 
opportunity that is just too good 
for you to pass up!

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Think about your audience - what 
is most important to them? Focus 
on that, and show them how they 
can get what they want out of  your 
plan, too. You have a lot of  great 
sales skills that you don’t always use.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
There is a very simple solution to 
your complex financial problem - 
stop spending money for a while! 
Try to think more like a fiscal 
conservative and hold on to your 
wallet like it’s your lifeline.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Displaying too much aggression 
will do you more harm than 
good right now, so try hard to 
play nice - especially with the 
people who just love pushing 
your buttons!

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
You are going to get a lot of  
positive attention very soon—get 
ready to have a permanent blush! 
If  a group is looking for a leader, 
you should step up and nominate 
yourself  for the job.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
If  something confusing is starting 
to build between you and another 
person, don’t try and fight it today. 
Even if  you know this is definitely 
not what you want, one more day of  
experiencing it won’t hurt anybody.

  Aquarius Pisces
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HENRY Golding has unde-
niable screen presence. He’s 

handsome, sure. Lots of actors 
are. But Golding also has that ef-
fortless charisma that the biggest 
movie stars possess. It’s no won-
der that he was catapulted from 
relative, travel show host obscuri-
ty to film fame with just one role 
in “Crazy Rich Asians” and that his 
name often pops up as a fan choi-
ce for the next James Bond. If the 
powers in Hollywood don’t mess 
it up, he’s going to be around for 
quite some time. 

It’s also not surprising that the 
industry would capitalize on his 
breakthrough moment and come 
knocking with some piece of In-
tellectual Property for him to star 
in. Unfortunately that IP piece is “ 
Snake Eyes,” an origin story about 
a G.I. Joe character that com-
pletely misunderstands its star’s 
appeal. Golding is simply not the 
right actor for the part. He’s not 
exactly bad, just miscast and mi-
sused. And despite the novel trim-
mings and flash around him, his 
character is woefully generic. 

“Snake Eyes” has some things 

going for it. For one, the names 
Cobra and G.I. Joe aren’t even 
uttered for almost an hour. Cre-
dited screenwriters Evan Spilio-
topoulos, Anna Waterhouse and 
Joe Shrapnel seem to have some 
understanding that a mere G.I. 
Joe association isn’t enough to 
get regular moviegoers into thea-
ters. And after seeing Atlanta and 
Vancouver destroyed over and 

over again in superhero films it is 
a breath of fresh air to be trans-
ported to Tokyo, where director 
Robert Schwentke (RED, R.I.P.D.) 
makes sure to lovingly shoot both 
the neon and the ancient. He 
even takes our burgeoning hero 
to the Golden Gai and creatively 
utilizes the tiny alleyways for a 
fun fight. 

In fact, if you can make it to 

the Tokyo section, which takes 
almost a half hour to get to, you’ll 
be in for a fairly fun ride as Snake 
Eyes starts to train with an an-
cient Japanese clan called the 
Arashikage. In the unnecessarily 
dull first part, we learn that Snake 
Eyes’ father was murdered in 
front of him when he was a boy, 
he’s spent his life since as a loner 
living on the streets and stuffing 

fish with weapons for the Yakuza 
and he also saves the life of the 
Arashikage heir, Tommy (Andrew 
Koji).

Is he just naturally a good fi-
ghter? Did he have training? You 
won’t learn that answer in “Snake 
Eyes,” but pretty soon both the 
Arashikage and another well-es-
tablished crime syndicate are 
using him as their go-to muscle 
and brains. In other words, his 
ascent through these established 
ranks is alarmingly swift. 

The IP comes around to take 
over the story eventually and we 
meet a Cobra agent Úrsula Cor-
beró’s Baroness, and a “Joe,” Scar-
lett, played by Samara Weaving 
who as usual does wonders with 
a no expectations role. Althou-
gh, like many toy-based movies, 
“Snake Eyes” might be betting too 
much on audiences caring about 
the connections to a broader uni-
verse of Joes more than the story 
in front of them. 

“Snake Eyes,” a Paramount Pictures 
relase in theaters Friday, is rated PG-13 

by the Motion Picture Association of 
America for, “sequences of strong vio-

lence, brief strong language.” Running 
time: 122 minutes. 

‘Snake Eyes’ doesn’t play its cards right
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Macau Racing Tips
By Davy Chiu, MDT

The Qingdao 1510 Metres Sand 
2021-07-23 | Fri | 20:15

ABOUT 4 years ago I visited MJC with a riding mate of mine. I was well received 
by trainer K.H Leong, we had a tour of his yard. The memory came back when I 

was watching a video replay on one of his horse that race this Friday evening. Let’s 
hope Master Leong would end his drought and get more winners for this season. I 
am keen on Qian Hua who ran a big sand race for Master Leong 9th July. Before this 
race no one knows this son of Cape Blanco could run well on the sand track, but he 
proved himself that he is a versatile galloper, not just good on turf but on sand as 
well. Qian Hua race again this Friday night with his winning jockey S.Nakano on. 
There is no reason to doubt he cannot run another big race for his connection again. 
I am confident to put my money on him and hope Master Leong could add one more 
in the MJC’s trainer’s log.

Race 3   Horse No 1 QIAN HUA  Win & Place bets

IRENE SAM, MDT

J
OURNEY to the Medi-
terranean Sea dinner 
buffet at Urban Kit-
chen highlights different 

ethnic flavors. Focusing on 
the dynamic gastronomies 
of the intercontinental sea, 
the culinary team features 
two highlighted dishes every 
month, as well as rotatio-
nal dishes every two weeks. 
Guests are also invited to sa-
vour the exotic spread with 
the new peach and orange 
flavoured mocktail that pro-
vides relief from the summer 
heat, and evokes the imagery 
of the sunrise on the gor-
geous Mediterranean coast. 

The “Mediterranean Crui-
se” kicks off in this month, 
with the first route transpor-

ting guests to Portugal, Spain 
and Southern France under 
the theme of a Journey to 
Coastal Cities. The culinary 
team specially sourced the 
“True Born” beef from Portu-
gal for the Slow Cooked Beef 
Cheeks with Port Wine, and 
Grilled Skirt Steak served with 
Flatbread as well as the Gril-
led Flat Iron Steak with Sal-
sa Verde and more. The beef 
is cultivated with no grow-
th hormones or antibiotics, 
and the cattle is grain fed to 
achieve excellent tenderness 
and marbling in addition to 

lowered saturated fat levels. 
While “True Born Beef” takes 
centre stage, the month’s hi-
ghlighted dishes also feature 
varieties seafood-focused: 
rich and nutritious Bouilla-
baisse Fish Stew with Rouille 
from Marseille, France, and 
Paella with Lobster and Crab 
which is an authentic tribu-
te to the Valencians of Spain, 
where one uses seafood ins-
tead of meat and beans to 
make paella. The lobster and 
crab are served in the shell 
atop piping hot rice.

August’s Dinner Buffet 

further the cruise journey to 
an Ionian Sea Adventure, with 
gourmet delights from Italy 
and Greece. Available daily, 
the Star Dishes of the Month 
are Osso Bucco with Gremo-
lata and Lobster Pasta in Sea 
Urchin Sauce, a duo that en-
capsulates the theme. Osso 
Bucco is a specialty of Italian 
Lombard cuisine, made with 
cross-cut veal shanks brai-
sed with vegetables, white 
wine and broth. While Osso 
Bucco is meat-focused, the 
other star dish of Lobster 
Pasta with Sea Urchin Sauce 

features the luxurious taste 
with jewels of the sea. Ano-
ther tribute to Italian cuisine 
is the Mediterranean Whole 
Fish en Papillote, which fea-
tures the seasonal catch and 
baked with bright fruits and 
herbs in a folded parchment 
parcel to capture the umami 
flavour.

September spotlights an 
Arabian Cultural Explora-
tion, introducing ingredients 
such as aubergines, lemons, 
saffron, and pine nuts. The 
highlighted dishes of Sep-
tember are: Turkish Chicken 
Kebabs, and Moroccan Beef 
and Prune Tagine with Cous-
cous. The former showcases 
the beautifully caramelised 
layers of chicken, while the 
latter is cooked with traditio-
nal Middle East tagine.

TASTE OF EDESIA

Summer explorations 
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Man with coronavirus disguises 
as wife on Indonesian flight

Indonesian man with the coronavirus has boarded a domestic flight 
disguised as his wife, wearing a niqab covering his face and carrying 
fake IDs and a negative PCR test result. 

But the cover didn’t last long. 
Police say a flight attendant aboard a Citilink plane traveling from 

Jakarta to Ternate in North Maluku province on Sunday noticed the 
man change the clothes in the lavatory. 

“He bought the plane ticket with his wife’s name and brought the 
identity card, the PCR test result and the vaccination card with his wi-

fe’s name. All documents are under his wife’s name,” Ternate police 
chief Aditya Laksimada said after arresting the man upon landing. He 
was only identified by his initials. 

Police took him for a COVID-19 test, which came back positive. 
The man is currently self-isolating at home and police said the in-

vestigation will continue. 
Indonesia is in the grip of the worse coronavirus surge in Asia with 

33,772 new confirmed cases and 1,383 deaths in the last 24 hours. The 
total number of reported cases is 2.9 million with 77,583 fatalities. 

OPINION
China Daily
Takatoshi Ito, China Daily 

Gaza Strip An explosion 
tore through a house in a 
popular market in the Gaza 
Strip yesterday, killing one 
person and wounding 10, 
the Palestinian territory’s 
interior ministry said. It was 
not immediately clear what 
caused the explosion. The 
blast in the Al-Zawiya area 
collapsed large parts of 
the house and damaged 
dozens of buildings and 
shops nearby, according to 
the statement. 

Germany Chancellor 
Angela Merkel yesterday 
defended her decision 
to end Germany’s use of 
nuclear power next year, 
but acknowledged that 
it will make it harder to 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions in the short 
term. The decision, taken in 
the wake of the Fukushima 
nuclear disaster 10 years 
ago, is regarded as one of 
the pivotal moments during 
Merkel’s 16 years in office. 
Critics have said the move 
places a double burden on 
Germany as it seeks to cut 
carbon emissions to zero 
by 2045.

French President 
Emmanuel Macron held an 
emergency cybersecurity 
meeting yesterday to 
weigh possible government 
action after reports that 
his cellphone and those 
of government ministers 
may have been targeted by 
spyware. Macron changes 
his phones regularly and 
is “taking the matter very 
seriously,” government 
spokesman Gabriel Attal 
said on France-Inter radio.

Tunisia At least 17 
migrants from Bangladesh 
drowned and more than 
300 were rescued by 
Tunisian and Libyan naval 
units after their boat sank 
in the Mediterranean, 
according to aid groups. 
Survivors said all those 
who died had been in the 
hold of the boat because 
they had paid smugglers 
less than others, and were 
suffocated by smoke when 
the engine caught fire, 
according to Mongi Slim, 
head of the Tunisian Red 
Crescent.
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Political games to 
follow Tokyo Games

On July 8, the Japanese government declared a 
state of emergency in Tokyo until Aug 22, owing to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. That means the Tokyo 
Olympic Games (July 23-Aug 8) will be subject to 
strict limits on spectators for large events.

The new restrictions doubtless come as a disa-
ppointment to Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga, who has been eager to showcase the Games 
as a symbol of Japan’s ability to overcome the di-
fficulties it has faced since the 2011 earthquake 
and the Fukushima nuclear disaster. As such, 
there will be no roaring cheers at any of the races 
or other larger competitions. The festive mood in 
Tokyo has quickly evaporated, as has any hope of 
a boost to the local economy.

True, a state of emergency in Japan is much sof-
ter than the lockdowns imposed in many Western 
countries over the past 16 months. People can still 
carry on with an almost normal life of shopping 
and eating out, albeit with more restrictions on 
restaurants and large retailers’ hours of opera-
tion. But this is the fourth declaration of a pan-
demic-induced state of emergency in Tokyo since 
April 2020, and restrictions on serving alcohol in 
restaurants have been added since the last one, 
because loud conversations without face masks 
are a suspected cause of the spread of COVID-19 
clusters.

Although the Suga government has “requested” 
that people eschew unnecessary travel, and work 
from home during the state of emergency, it has 
proved effective only during the first emergency 
in April-May 2020. Since then, the government 
has tried different approaches. Last fall, for exam-
ple, it actually encouraged people to travel by of-
fering subsidies to stimulate the tourism industry. 
But, following a big surge of infections toward the 
end of 2020, a second state of emergency was im-
posed from Jan 8 until March 21, which was soon 
followed a third from April 25 to June 20.

These stop-and-go emergency declarations in-
dicate either a lack of will or an inability, on the 
part of the public, to learn from previous episo-
des. The Japanese experience thus stands in stark 
contrast with that of New York, which was regar-
ded as a global epicenter of infections back in the 
spring of 2020. After maintaining an extended se-
mi-lockdown, it was able to reopen gradually this 
year without backtracking.

Not surprisingly, the Japanese public has beco-
me increasingly critical of the government for its 
inability to forecast and control infections, and 
there is growing frustration with the slow pace of 
the country’s vaccination rollout. The critics are 
right: the vaccination rate in Japan lags far behind 
most other advanced economies. As of July 11, 
Japan was administering doses at a rate of 48 for 
every 100 people, compared with 88 in France, 98 
in Germany, 100 in the United States, and 119 in 
the United Kingdom. With television and YouTube 
images now showing the cheerful return to mask-
-free normal life in New York and other cities, 
many Japanese are envious.

Yet the Japanese public is divided between those 
demanding a cancellation of the entire Olympic-
-Paralympic Games and those (particularly in the 
restaurant business) objecting to strong restric-
tions on social and economic activities. Obvious-
ly, the government cannot satisfy both sides at the 
same time, so it has settled on the narrow middle 
path of holding the Games without spectators.

On the economic front, overall consumption 
has been dampened this year by the intermittent 
surges of infections in Tokyo and the stop-and-go 
emergency declarations. In April-June of this year, 
the Nikkei 225 performed worse than any other 
major advanced economy’s stock index. Given 
that a weak economy is always politically dama-
ging to the ruling party, Suga is under immense 
pressure to achieve a strong reopening and reco-
very.

[Abridged]

CHALIDA 
EKVITTAYAVECHNUKUL, 
BANGKOK

THE head of Thailand’s 
National Vaccine Ins-

titute apologized Wednes-
day for the country’s slow 
and inadequate rollout of 
coronavirus vaccines, pro-
mising it will join the U.N.-
-backed COVAX program 
to receive supplies from its 
pool of donated vaccines 
next year.

Thailand is battling a pu-
nishing coronavirus surge 
that is pushing new cases 
and deaths to record highs 
nearly every day. There is 
fear that the numbers will 
get much worse because 
the government failed to 
secure significant vaccine 
supplies in advance of the 
onslaught.

The spread of the highly 
contagious delta variant of 
the virus has exacerbated 
the situation, as Prime Mi-
nister Prayuth Chan-ocha’s 
government seeks to buy 
vaccines to supplement 
the modest amounts it has 
on hand of Sinovac and Si-
nopharm from China and 
locally produced AstraZe-
neca.

In addition to failing to 
buy enough vaccine, Prayu-
th’s government has come 
under severe criticism be-
cause some studies show 
the Chinese vaccines are 
less effective against the 
delta variant than those 
produced by Pfizer and Mo-
derna.

“I apologize to the peo-
ple that the National Vacci-
ne Institute has not mana-

ged to procure a sufficient 
amount of vaccines appro-
priate for the situation, al-
though we have tried our 
best,” vaccine institute di-
rector Nakorn Premsri said 
at a news conference. “The 
mutations (of the virus) 
were something that cou-
ld not be predicted, which 
have caused a more rapid 
spread than last year. The 
vaccine procurement effort 
did not match the current 
situation.”

He said Thailand is in the 
process of joining COVAX, a 
worldwide initiative aimed 
at equitable access to CO-
VID-19 vaccines directed by 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance; 
the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations 
and the World Health Orga-
nization. Nakorn said he ex-
pects Thailand will be able 
to receive vaccines from 
COVAX by the first quarter 
of next year.

Thailand is the only 
country in Southeast Asia 
that did not join COVAX. 
The government explai-
ned in February that since 
Thailand is categorized as 
a middle-income country, it 
would not get free or cheap 
vaccines from the program. 
It claimed it would have to 
pay high prices in advan-
ce without knowing which 
vaccines it would get and 
when it would get them.

“Buying vaccines directly 
from the manufacturers is 
an appropriate choice [...] 
as it’s more flexible,” gover-
nment spokesperson Anu-
cha Buraphachaisri said at 
the time.

That explanation was 

later criticized when the go-
vernment urgently impor-
ted Sinovac at a high price 
even though questions had 
already arisen about its ef-
ficacy.

Thailand planned to ad-
minister 100 million inocu-
lations this year and has re-
served 105.5 million doses 
from several companies. 
Of those, 61 million doses 
were to be AstraZeneca 
vaccine produced by Siam 
Bioscience, a company ow-
ned by Thailand’s king, 19.5 
million doses from Sinovac, 
20 million doses from Pfizer 
and 5 million doses from 
Johnson & Johnson.

Last week, however, new 
doubts were cast on the 
plan when it was revealed 
that Siam Bioscience is un-
likely to be able to deliver 
its full share until May 2022 
because of production pro-
blems.

Supakit Sirilak, chief of 
the Department of Medical 
Sciences, said at the same 
news conference that Thai-
land is still negotiating with 
other vaccine makers to se-
cure additional supplies.

“Our target to inoculate 
100 million doses this year 
is still possible,” he said. 

Thailand reported 13,002 
new COVID-19 cases on 
Wednesday, another record 
high, bringing its total to 
439,477 cases.

It has administered arou-
nd 14.8 million vaccine do-
ses, including 10.7 million 
doses since June. Around 
11.3 million people, or 16% 
of the country’s 69 million 
population, have received 
at least one dose. MDT/AP

COVID-19

Thailand to join 
COVAX, acknowledging 
low vaccine supply
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