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GOV’T VOWS TO STEP UP EFFORTS TO 
PUBLICIZE THE CITY’S HERITAGE LISTINGS 

UNDER THE NATIONAL INTANGIBLE CULTURAL 
HERITAGE REPRESENTATIVE PROJECT LIST

A MAN FROM THE MAINLAND HAS BEEN CAUGHT 
BY POLICE ON SUSPICION OF HAVING ILLEGALLY 

APPROPRIATED A HANDBAG HE FOUND 
UNATTENDED AT A CONVENIENCE SHOP  P4 P2 P2

More on backpage

Japanese Prime 
Minister Yoshihide Suga 
said yesterday he has 
decided to grant official 
medical benefits to 84 
Hiroshima residents who 
were exposed to highly 
radioactive “black rain” after 
the city’s atomic bombing. 
Suga’s decision ends a long 
legal battle by the central 
government that delayed 
medical aid for the “black 
rain” victims, who were 
outside a government-set 
boundary used to decide 
survivors’ eligibility for 
medical care. 

Malaysia Hundreds of 
contract doctors walked 
off their jobs in Malaysian 
government hospitals 
yesterday, demanding fairer 
treatment for more than 
20,000 physicians who 
work without permanent 
positions and play a key 
role in the fight against 
the country’s worsening 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Since 2016, new medical 
school graduates practicing 
under supervision in 
hospitals are given 
temporary contracts rather 
than being employed 
permanently due to an 
influx of medical students. 

Iraq’s prime minister 
says his country no 
longer requires American 
combat troops to fight 
the Islamic State group, 
but a formal time frame 
for their redeployment will 
depend on the outcome of 
talks with U.S. officials this 
week. Mustafa al-Kadhimi 
said Iraq will still ask for 
U.S. training and military 
intelligence gathering. His 
comments came in an 
exclusive interview with 
The Associated Press 
ahead of a planned trip 
to Washington, where 
he’s slated to meet with 
President Joe Biden.
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STRONG LINE-UP OF STRONG LINE-UP OF 
RENOWNED MUSICIANS FOR RENOWNED MUSICIANS FOR 
2021-22 CONCERT SEASON2021-22 CONCERT SEASON

RISKY SITUATIONS 

Disqualified candidates claim CAEAL 
violated the Basic Law’s provisions
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The government warns that contagion risk for Macau is bound to be higher, 
following the new Covid-19 case reported in Zhuhai yesterday
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MACAO ORCHESTRA
2021-22 Concert Season to 
open in September 

12TH IIICF
Forum sees increase of 
business meetings 

HONEY TSANG 

MACAU will see a strong 
line-up of renowned 

musicians performing clas-
sical music at the Macao Or-
chestra 2021-22 Concert Sea-
son in September.

The Macao Orchestra sea-
son is organized by the Cul-
tural Affairs Bureau (IC), bea-
ring a theme of “Inheritance 
of German and Austrian Clas-
sics.”

The IC hosted a launching 
ceremony yesterday at the 
Mandarin Oriental Macau. It 
was attended by key autho-
rities, leading musicians and 
executives across various in-
dustries. 

2021 marks the 110th 
anniversary of the premie-
re of Austrian composer 
Mahler’s famous work Song 
of the Earth. As such, this edi-
tion of Macao Orchestra will 
collaborate with the Shan-
ghai Philharmonic Orchestra 
to present the historical mas-
terpiece, which has close ties 
with Chinese poems from the 
Tang dynasty, as it was con-

A total of 203 business 
meetings took place 

during the 12th Interna-
tional Infrastructure In-
vestment and Construc-
tion Forum (IIICF), an 
increase of 10% compared 
to the previous edition of 
IIICF.

53% of the guests are 
engaged in equipment 
manufacturing, finance 
and insurance, design 
consultancy, building ma-
terials, engineering servi-
ces and other related in-
dustrial chains, according 
to a statement issued by 
the Macao Trade and In-
vestment Promotion Ins-
titute (IPIM).

In the protocol signing 
ceremony held on Friday, 
the concluding day, 11 
collaboration agreemen-
ts were signed, covering 
hydropower, wind power, 
petrochemistry and mu-
nicipal engineering in 
Africa, Latin America, the 
South Pacific and Europe 
(Germany and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina).

ceived based on the poetry 
collection, The Chinese Flute.

The opening concert titled 
“2021-22 Season Opening 
Concert – Ning Feng meets 
Brahms,” which will see the 
Macao Orchestra and famed 
violinist Ning Feng co-pre-
senting classical works by 
German master Johannes 
Brahms. 

Other outstanding musi-
cians featured in this edition 
include Song Yuanming, a 
well-known soprano; Zhang 
Jiemin, one of the most in-
fluential Chinese conductors; 
award-winning conductor 
Lin Daye and young pianist 

A total of 5 parallel fo-
rums and 26 business acti-
vities were held during the 
two-day forum, attended 
by over 1,300 prominent 
figures in political, busi-
ness and academic circles 
from 71 countries and 
regions, including diplo-
matic envoys stationed in 
China from 42 countries.

President of the IPIM 
Lau Wai Meng said that 
the event consolidated 
Macau’s image as a “heal-
thy and safe MICE [mee-
tings, incentives, confe-
rences and exhibitions] 
city” suitable for tourism 
and business. 

He also expressed be-

Zhang Haochen. 
During the event period, 

Macao Orchestra will also 
work with MGM to co-per-
form the well-known early 
20th century work, The Pla-
nets, by British composer 
Gustav Holst, at the MGM 
theatre.

To elevate the presenta-
tion, the concert will combi-
ne the world’s largest perma-
nent indoor LED screen at 
the MGM Theatre with spe-
cial lighting effects.

Tickets for the concerts 
will be on sale from 10 a.m. 
on July 31 at the Macau Ticke-
ting Network.

lief that the 12th IIICF 
has enabled Macau-ba-
sed companies to keep 
abreast of the internatio-
nal environment and sei-
ze new opportunities for 
infrastructure construc-
tion. During the forum, 
issues relating to green 
infrastructure develop-
ment, financial innova-
tion, supply chain co-ope-
ration in infrastructure, 
zero-coupon bonds and 
infrastructure financing 
were discussed, helping 
Macau’s construction sec-
tor understand the latest 
market trends and take 
advantage of business 
opportunities. LV

Gov’t to shore up preservation 
of intangible heritage 
HONEY TSANG 

THE Cultural Affairs Bureau 
(IC) has vowed that autho-

rities will soon step up efforts to 
preserve and publicize the city’s 
heritage listings under the fifth 
batch of the National Intangible 
Cultural Heritage Representative 
Project List.

On June 10, China announced 
the results of the fifth batch of the 
National Intangible Cultural He-
ritage Representative Project List, 
which saw the addition of three 
Macau elements: Patuá-language 
Theatre, Macanese gastronomy, 
and local folk culture – namely the 
rituals and beliefs related to the 
God of Earth (God Tou Tei). This 
brings the total number of Ma-
cau’s items on the List to 11.

Of the 11 items, “rituals and be-
liefs” is the only item that has not 
yet been designated by the IC onto 

Macau’s List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage, a representative of the 
Research and Planning Office at 
the Cultural Heritage Department 
of the IC, Wu Sio Chun, told TDM.

He pledged that the authorities 

will conduct studies on whether to 
incorporate this element in the lo-
cal list, in accordance with the law.

Locally, the List of Intangible 
Cultural Heritage, nominated by 
the IC, contains 12 items, 10 of 

which are already included in the 
national List.

The two not on the national 
list, Procession of the Passion of 
Our Lord the God Jesus, and Pro-
cession of Our Lady of Fátima, are 

now being considered by the IC. If 
they are deemed eligible, autho-
rities will nominate them in the 
application for the national List. 

The current challenges faced 
by the IC on the intangible cultu-
ral heritage projects are the inhe-
ritance of legacy and community 
participation, Wu added.

In view of this, the IC will con-
tinue to conduct investigations 
tracking how intangible heritage 
is passed down. This way, autho-
rities will be in a position to pro-
vide swift assistance to ensure 
that they are being preserved and 
inherited more effectively.

The national was unveiled by 
the State Council of the People’s 
Republic of China for the first 
time in 2006.

Macau currently has a total of 
11 heritage items included in the 
national list. Apart from the three 
aforementioned heritage listings 
added this year, the eight others 
are: Cantonese opera, herbal tea 
making skills, wood carvings, 
Taoist ritual music, Feast of the 
Drunken Dragon, Nanyin Rap, 
Mazu beliefs and customs and 
Nezha beliefs and customs.
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Zhuhai’s new case puts SAR at 
higher contagion risk, SSM warns
HONEY TSANG 

G
IVEN a new covid-19 
case reported in Zhuhai 
yesterday, the conta-
gion risk for Macau is 

bound to be higher, with new lo-
cal cases likely to pop up in Macau 
anytime, Tai Wa Hou, coordinator 
of the Health Bureau’s Covid-19 
Vaccination Operation, warned 
yesterday.

The government convened an 
impromptu media briefing yes-
terday to announce a string of 
anti-pandemic measures in res-
ponse to the new case in the nei-
ghboring city.

Alvis Lo, director of the Health 
Bureau (SSM), urged Macau resi-
dents to get vaccinated as soon as 
possible, as this is the only way to 
help safeguard residents and pu-
blic health.

The newly confirmed case 

in Zhuhai is an asymptomatic 
29-year-old man who returned to 
Zhuhai International Airport from 
Nanjing Lukou International Air-
port on July 19 via flight CZ5846.

The patient undertook several 
activities in the Zhuhai communi-
ty from July 19 to 21 and observed 
quarantine from July 21. He tested 
negative for his first four tests, but 
then tested positive on July 25.

Following his positive result, 
yesterday, the Zhuhai municipal 
government designated Xiang-

zhou District an isolated zone and 
mandated compulsory Covid-19 
testing for all residents within the 
area by July 27.

The locations the patient had 
visited between July 19 and 21, 
such as Everbright International 
Trade Center, the Greenery Ho-
tel, and some eateries, are listed 
as isolated zones, and people are 
banned from leaving the area for 
what appears to be the next 14 
days. 

Considering Zhuhai’s close 

proximity to Macau, the Macau 
government urged all residents, 
especially cross-border commu-
ters residing in Zhuhai and Zhon-
gshan, to pay more heed to perso-
nal hygiene, and strictly comply 
with anti-pandemic measures.

Those who attended the same 
locations as the patient should 
immediately report themselves to 
the government by email or pho-
ne. The SSM will arrange three 
nucleic acid tests for each affected 
person in the coming seven days 
— one test each day across a total 
of three days — for free.

Fewer than 10 people so far 
have declared to the government 
that they had visited these places 
in Zhuhai.

FORCED QUARANTINE FOR 
ARRIVALS FROM NANJING

On July 22, an asymptomatic 
Covid-19 case who also returned 

from Nanjing Lukou Internatio-
nal Airport was reported in Zhon-
gshan.

The two recently reported ca-
ses in Zhuhai and Zhongshan 
shared the same travel history in 
Nanjing, which are signs that the 
pandemic has been spreading 
from Nanjing airport to other pro-
vinces.

Given that, the Macau gover-
nment requires all people who 
have been to Nanjing Lukou In-
ternational Airport from July 14 
onwards to undergo mandatory 
quarantine until 14 days after 
their departure from the airport. 
Preliminary data suggests that 
over 100 residents will be subject 
to such a requirement.

The government obtained the 
contact information of these indi-
viduals based on the health code 
declaration system and flight 
schedules, Lo confirmed, adding 
that authorities would contact 
them promptly. The persons con-
cerned were required to report to 
the testing station at Pac On Ferry 
Terminal by 11 p.m. yesterday.

In the press conference yester-
day, some media outlets have cast 
doubt on current measures, com-
menting that these measures are 
too lenient and passive when it 
comes to containing “higher” Co-
vid-19 risks. They also asked why 
the government does not shorten 
the validity period of Covid-19 
tests for arrivals from these areas.

In response to such questions, 
Lo explained that all anti-pande-
mic measures have to be imple-
mented “appropriately” to strike 
a balance between current con-
tagion risks and currently imple-
mented policies.

He would not rule out any pos-
sibility of shortening the validity 
period for the Covid-19 test, and 
noted this measure will be enac-
ted if it is deemed appropriate.

In addition, from July 27, arri-
vals from Taiwan will only need to 
undergo 21-day medical observa-
tion upon arrival and no longer 
be required to observe seven-day 
self-health management.

COVID-19

Health Bureau strives to reduce NAT cost
STAFF REPORTER

IN a written reply to 
lawmaker Song Pek Kei’s 

question, the Health Bu-
reau (SSM) indicated that 
the SAR Government has 
been actively negotiating 
with third-party organiza-
tions to adjust the fee for 
Nucleic Acid Tests, and said 
they would continue to 
seek its reduction.

In her written question 
to the bureau, lawmaker 
Song expressed the belief 
that although the SSM re-
duced the NAT fee in res-

ponse to the progress of the 
pandemic, the amount by 
which it has been reduced 
is still relatively low compa-
red to other regions.

“Due to the cost diffe-
rences in human resources 
and testing work between 
Macau and neighboring re-
gions, the NAT fees [of the-
se places] are not directly 
comparable, and the cur-
rent testing fee in Macau 
has been reduced by more 
than 55% to MOP80. The 
government will continue 
to strive for reduction,” the 
bureau said in its response.

When asked if there 
would be any elderly-frien-
dly anti-pandemic measu-
res, the bureau said that re-
levant services were already 
available.

“There are more than 
100 service points throu-
ghout Macau to help gene-
rate and print health codes 
for those in need,” the bu-
reau said. It additionally 
noted that “there are seven 
in-home care service teams 
and six aged care facilities 
that provide support and 
services for the elderly and 
their families in need.”

The government urged all 
residents, especially cross-
border commuters residing 

in Zhuhai and Zhongshan, to 
[…] strictly comply with anti-

pandemic measures
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Portuguese School in 
administration revamp 
keeps Heads until 2024

Wine-pairing event to 
feature Californian wines

RENATO MARQUES

CURRENTLY preparing for se-
veral structural changes, the 

Macau Portuguese School (EPM) 
has chosen to keep most of the 
faces of its current leadership un-
changed.

Manuel Machado and Zélia 
Mieiro, president (Principal) and 
vice-president (vice-principal), 
respectively, will carry over the 
same duties in the upcoming 
years.

Of the new board of directors 
that took office last Friday after-
noon, there is only one new face 
—a second vice-president, tea-
cher Olívia Remédios.

According to comments from 
Machado to TDM Radio, the 
school will have 690 students en-
rolled in the upcoming school 
year, continuing on the growth 
path of the last couple of years.

“In the past eight years, our 
number of students have grown 
40%, and the number of classes 
[has] also registered a rise from 29 
to 39 on the next [school] year,” 
Machado told TDM Radio. He 

added that this expansion has 
only been possible due to several 
adaptations been made within the 
school walls to fit the larger stu-
dent body.

The president of the board of 
directors also added that he is cur-
rently unsure when the school will 
finally move into a necessary phy-
sical expansion phase, which has 
been called for several years.

In an administrative revamp, 
the school will appoint new mem-
bers for the updated administrati-
ve board system in the near future, 
based upon the recently approved 
statute of non-tertiary private 
schools that enters into force this 
September.

The new law mandates that 
a new model of administrative 
board must be adopted, including 
representatives from the parents/
guardians and teachers and in-
creasing the number of members 
of the board to seven.

This new administrative board 
will also have a president, a po-
sition that cannot be held by the 
president of the board of directors, 
who is the principal.

A wine-paring event that featu-
res a fine selection of Ameri-

can wines from the state of Cali-
fornia will be held August 7, ser-
ving 21 labels from signature wine 
regions of California, such as Napa 
and Sonoma.

Labels to be served include Jo-
seph Phelps, Duckhorn Vineyards, 
Shafer, Grgich Hills, Freemark 
Abbey, Black Stallion, Far Nien-
te and Robert Mondavi. Guests 
may also savor two metaphorical 
jewels at the “Collector Wine” tab-
le – “Cask 23” of Stag’s Leap Wine 
Cellars and “Martha’s Vineyard” of 
Heitz Cellars.

Alongside the selection of wi-

nes, the event will also serve a 
menu of 12 dishes that pair with 
the bottles, curated by American 
chef Conor Beach, Chef de Cui-
sine of Grill 58, MGM Cotai, and 
his team. Also originating from 
California, Chef Beach will create 
dishes that pay homage to the sta-
te’s gastronomy by fusing techni-
ques and ingredients from diffe-
rent cuisines, including European, 
Asian and South American.

The occasion will also feature 
the Tomos Griffiths Jazz Trio.

The event is organized by the 
Wine Society of Macau, AmCham 
Macau, DOC DMC Macau and co-
-organized by MGM. LV

CRIME

Illegal immigrant keeps 
lost handbag, prompts a 
series of crime accusations

CRIME

Three scammed in online 
private loan scheme

RENATO MARQUES

A 40-year-old man from the 
mainland has been caught 

by police on suspicion of having 
illegally appropriated a handbag 
he found unattended at a conve-
nience shop, the Public Security 
Police Force (PSP), reported.

During the course of the in-
vestigation, the PSP also found 
that he is an illegal immigrant 
and shares an apartment with 
another man who is also overs-
taying in Macau.

The case began on July 20 
around 9 p.m., when the victim, 
a mainland woman in her 30s, 
sought help from a police officer 
on duty at a hotel unit located in 
the NAPE area.

She told the officer that arou-
nd two hours earlier she met a 
friend in a nearby convenience 
shop where she accidentally left 
her handbag.

According to the victim, in 
the handbag was HKD26,000 in 
cash, and other personal items.

The PSP started investigating 
and, after reviewing the footage 
of the shop’s surveillance came-
ras, managed to identify a man 
who they then tracked via the 
street surveillance cameras sys-
tem.

RENATO MARQUES

THREE people in Macau have 
fallen victim to a supposed 

money lending scheme, promo-
ted on social media platforms, 
that turned out to be a scam, the 
Judiciary Police (PJ) reported yes-
terday during the regular joint 
press conference of the police 
forces.

According to the PJ, in the 
last few days, the police received 
three cases regarding the same 
type of scheme in which people 
claimed to have been deceived.

All said they became aware of 
the private money lending sche-
me through advertising on social 
media platforms such as Face-
book or WeChat.

The three people were inte-
rested in applying for loans and 
requested amounts between 
HKD50,000 and HKD100,000.

While submitting applica-

Through the “Eyes in the Sky” 
system, the police determined 
where the suspect headed and 
found him at an apartment bui-
lding near the shop.

After taking him in for ques-
tioning, the police found that the 
suspect was an illegal immigrant 
who had been banned from re-
-entering Macau for four years in 
a sentence delivered in February 
2018.

He admitted to having ente-
red illegally Macau by boat in 
2019, having paid RMB 20,000 
for assistance in entering ille-
gally.

In the same apartment, whi-
ch the suspect said he rented for 

tions, they were informed that 
they would have to pay a depo-
sit fee before the loan was gran-
ted, so they paid respectively, 
3,100 patacas, 1,000 patacas, and 
RMB20,000.

In the final case, the deposit 
amount requested was much 
higher as the people behind the 
scheme claimed that there was 
an issue regarding the victim’s 
bank account.

After paying the requested 

HKD 10,000 per month, there 
was another man from the main-
land who the PSP found was also 
overstaying. This second man 
was sub-renting a room, and 
paying an undisclosed amount 
to the main suspect.

The main suspect is now 
being accused of three crimes, 
including the illegal appropria-
tion of found things, illegal en-
trance to the region, and provi-
ding lodging to another person 
in an illegal situation, all under 
the Macau Penal Code.

The second suspect is also 
being charged with illegal resi-
dence in Macau due to overs-
taying.

fees, the three people lost contact 
with the alleged person in charge 
of the loan scheme application, 
and realized that they had been 
scammed, leading to all three fi-
ling complaints to the PJ.

The force is investigating the 
case but, for the time being, there 
are no clues on who the suspects 
might be. The PJ warns the mem-
bers of the public not to trust de-
ceitful online advertising offering 
unlawful loans.
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ELECTIONS 2021

Defense for disqualified candidates 
claims CAEAL violated Basic Law 
RENATO MARQUES

T
HE appeal submitted by 
the defense for 15 disqua-
lified candidates from 
the Legislative Assembly 

(AL) elections to the Court of Fi-
nal Appeal (TUI) claims the Legis-
lative Assembly Electoral Affairs 
Commission (CAEAL) violated the 
Basic Law’s provisions during the 
procedure which resulted in the 
disqualifications. As a result, the 
appeal submitted to the TUI states 
that these disqualifications should 
be rendered void.

According to documents re-
viewed by the Times, CAEAL’s deci-
sion must be voided because it “of-
fends essential dimensions of the 
concept of the Rule of Law, which 
constitutes the basic principle of 
the Basic Law and the legal system 
of the Macau SAR. This principle 
includes the right to be heard and 
to produce defense, the disclosure 
of the laws (in a broad sense), their 
non-retroactivity, among others.”

Among several irregularities 
noted by the defense, it is highli-

ghted that CAEAL conducted the 
process that resulted in the dis-
qualification of the candidates 
wrongfully and unlawfully, which 
eventually contravened all stan-
dard process, meaning the can-
didates were forced to refute the 
outcome of their disqualification 
without even being aware of the 
existence of the process which led 
to their disqualification, during 

which they were never called to 
testify or present any justification 
or clarification before the CAEAL 
reached their decision.

“By not even being aware that 
an ineligibility process was un-
derway against him, by not being 
notified of the evidence collected 
by the police before the decision 
was taken, by not asking interes-
ted parties to comment on the 

evidence and not allowing them 
to gather, in a timely and within 
a reasonable period, evidence by 
themselves, CAEAL has treated the 
candidates as an object of the pro-
cess, and not as a subject, violating 
all the procedural rights attributed 
to the residents to defend their ri-
ghts,” the appeal states. It adds, “in 
fact, before violating the right to 
a hearing, the CAEAL had already 

violated the interested parties’ ri-
ght to participate [in the process], 
[by not allowing them] to present 
evidence, provide statements on 
the evidence collected by the po-
lice and provide testimony during 
the investigation phase.”

The appeal also notes that this 
“may have been the first time in 
the history of the Macau SAR in 
which a process is exclusively and 
secretly conducted by the poli-
ce, without the participation and 
knowledge of the interested par-
ties, and in which the interested 
parties do not have the oppor-
tunity to speak and defend their 
rights before the decision of ineli-
gibility was made on July 8, 2021, 
in the first level administrative 
procedure.” It adds that on July 
12, the CAEAL only called on the 
lists’ trustees to state whether the 
candidates accepted the decision 
made by CAEAL or intended to file 
an appeal that would be admitted 
directly to a second judiciary level, 
since the subjects of the appeal 
were not allowed to take part in 
the process.

“What a historic setback! 
CAEAL turned off the light in an 
already gloomy room,” the appeal 
summarizes in a quote.

As a result, the defense calls on 
the judges of the TUI to void the 
CAEAL decision based heavily on 
the severe administrative errors 
committed since the start of the 
procedure which resulted in the 
disqualification of the candidates.
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TOM Daley’s husband already 
has an impressive prize on dis-

play at their house. Now, Daley can 
add an Olympic gold medal to the 
collection.

Daley and Matty Lee of Britain 
narrowly won the 10-meter syn-
chronized diving yesterday at the 
Tokyo Olympics, upsetting favo-
red China and keeping the diving 
powerhouse from any chance of a 
golden sweep.

Daley and Lee totaled 471.81 
points in the final, edging the Chi-
nese duo of Cao Yuan and Chen Ai-
sen by 1.23 points. Cao and Chen 
settled for silver with 470.58.

Daley’s American-born hus-
band, Dustin Lance Black, won 
a screenwriting Oscar in 2008 for 
“Milk.” Black keeps it in a downs-
tairs bathroom, leading visitors to 
mistake it for a toilet brush.

“I don’t know know why he does 
that,” Daley said. “He says it’s so-
mething about he doesn’t want 
to give it any more power than it 
needs.”

The couple married in 2017 
and had their first child, a son, the 
following year.

“The fact that I can say my son 
watched me become an Olympic 
champion, albeit on TV becau-
se they couldn’t be here, is such a 
great feeling,” Daley said.

He credited marriage and fa-
therhood as the “massive turning 
point” in his career.

“I realize that whether I do 
really well or I do terribly in the 
pool, I can go home to a husband 
and son that love me, regardless,” 
Daley said. “Knowing that love 

is unconditional, I can take that 
pressure off of myself. I can ac-
tually enjoy it.”

Long the face of British diving, 
Daley earned his first gold medal 
in his fourth Olympics partnering 
with Lee, who is at his first Games. 
Daley won bronze in 10-meter 
synchro with a different partner 
five years ago in Rio de Janeiro, 
and bronze in individual 10-meter 
in 2012 at his hometown London 
Games.

“I’ve dreamt of having this me-
dal since I started diving 20 years 
ago,” Daley said.

The Chinese led through the 
first three rounds. The Brits took 
over the lead for good on their 
fourth dive, but it was close.

“We had some mistakes that 
caused us to have low points,” Cao 
said through a translator.

Cao and Chen trailed by only 
1.74 points after their fifth dive, set-
ting the stage for a dramatic finish.

Daley and Lee went first, ear-
ning one perfect 10 for a forward 
4 1/2 somersault tuck. Every other 
mark but one was a 9.0 or 9.5. They 
then nervously waited to see if 
their total would hold up.

Cao and Chen went last, execu-
ting a back 2 1/2 somersault with 2 
1/2 twists pike that earned marks 
ranging from 9.0 to 9.5. The Chine-
se earned two 10s during the rou-
nd, but their last dive didn’t have 
as high a degree of difficulty as the 
Brits.

“We had some mistakes, espe-
cially in the fourth round,” Cao 
said through a translator. “We are 
quite disappointed.”

When the final marks were pos-
ted, the British contingent in the 
mostly empty stands erupted in 
cheers. Daley and Lee, watching 
nervously from the pool deck, 
pumped their fists and Daley jum-
ped into the arms of Lee when they 
realized the gold was theirs.

“They kept doing their best with 
no mistakes,” Cao said. “They per-
formed very well.”

The defeat ended China’s streak 
of four straight Olympic gold me-
dals in men’s synchro platform da-
ting to 2004.

Alexsandr Bondar and Viktor 
Minibaev of ROC took bronze with 
439.92 points.

China won the first diving event 
of the Tokyo Olympics in women’s 
3-meter synchro springboard on 
Sunday. Shi Tingmao and Wang 
Han won by 25.62 points. MDT/AP

TOKYO 2020

Brits win 10M synchro, no 
golden sweep for China’s divers



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 27.07.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

CHINA中國

page 7

AP
 P

H
O

TO

AP
 P

H
O

TO

Gov’t calls US policy 
‘misguided’ in high-level talks

Typhoon blows across Shanghai, fills city roads with water
A typhoon blew heavy 

rain across the Shan-
ghai region yesterday, filling 
roads and low-lying areas 
with water and felling bill-
boards and signs on its 
second landfall in eastern 
China.

Flights and trains were 
canceled and many offices 
were closed, including the 
U.S. consulate, in Shanghai. 
Kindergartens, parks and 
the famous riverfront Bund 
also closed. Nearly 500,00 
people have moved to shel-
ters and others have been 
told not to leave home un-

less absolutely necessary. 
Local authorities said 

the winds have felled some 
30,000 trees, 268 billboards 
and shop signs. Power cuts 
affecting 110,000 users with 
12,700 households still wi-
thout electricity. Subway 
services in Shanghai were 
partially suspended to 
guard against possible floo-
ding. 

At noon, Typhoon In-
-fa was centered about 60 
kilometers to Shanghai’s 
southwest, packing sustai-
ned winds of about 100 ki-
lometers per hour. It made 

its first landfall Sunday in 
Zhejiang province just sou-
th of Shanghai, then moved 
north across Hangzhou Bay 
before hitting land again on 
Shanghai’s southern edge. 

In Zhejiang, more than 
1.5 million people have 
been transferred to safety, 
according to the provincial 
government. 

The provincial govern-
ment warned of possible 
mountain torrents in 23 
districts and counties. A less 
severe alert was issued in 
neighboring Jiangsu provin-
ce, where nearly 10,000 peo-

ple were evacuated to safety. 
No deaths or injuries 

have been reported, althou-
gh losses to agriculture are 
expected to be heavy. The 
typhoon had earlier dum-
ped rain on Taiwan.

In central China, rescue 
work was continuing and 
supplies were being trucked 
to the city of Zhengzhou 
after flooding that killed at 
least 63 people, including 12 
in the city’s subway station.

In-fa is expected to move 
north-northwesterly further 
inland, weakening steadily 
as it goes. MDT/AP

KEN MORITSUGU 
& NG HAN GUAN, TIANJIN

C
HINA came out 
swinging at high-
-level face-to-face 
talks with the United 

States yesterday, blaming the 
U.S. for a “stalemate” in bila-
teral relations and calling on 
America to change “its highly 
misguided mindset and dan-
gerous policy.”

Vice Foreign Minister Xie 
Feng accused the administra-
tion of President Joe Biden of 
trying to contain and suppress 
China’s development, accor-
ding to an official summary of 
his remarks in talks with visi-
ting U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Wendy Sherman.

The fundamental reason 
why relations between the 
two face serious difficulties is 
because some Americans por-
tray China as an “imagined 
enemy,” the Foreign Ministry 
quoted Xie as saying.

Sherman, America’s No. 
2 diplomat, is the highest-
-ranking U.S. official to visit 
China since Biden took office 
six months ago. She was ha-
ving separate meetings with 
Xie, who is in charge of U.S.-
-China relations, and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi at a closed-
-off resort hotel in the city of 
Tianjin. 

Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Zhao Lijian said Chi-
na had “explicitly requested 
the U.S. to change course and 
correct its mistakes” during 
the talks. 

He said the U.S. sought 
China’s cooperation on clima-
te change and the Iranian and 
North Korean nuclear pro-
grams. 

China, meanwhile, “expres-
sed its strong dissatisfaction” 
with the U.S. stance on CO-
VID-19 origin tracing, Taiwan, 
Xinjiang, Hong Kong and the 
South China Sea, Zhao told 
reporters at a daily briefing. 

Zhao also said China deli-
vered of long list of demands, 

including withdrawing visa 
restrictions on Chinese Com-
munist Party members and 
their families, sanctions on 
Chinese leaders, officials and 
government departments and 
lifting visa restrictions on 
Chinese students. 

He said Washington should 
end measures against Chine-
se enterprises, students, edu-
cational outlets and media 
and withdraw the extradition 
request for Meng Wanzhou, 
the Huawei executive who 
was detained in Canada. 

However, he said that ove-
rall, the talks were “in-depth 
and frank and enhanced un-
derstanding of each other’s 
positions, which is conducive 
to striving for sound develop-

ment of China-U.S. relations.” 
Relations between the 

countries deteriorated shar-
ply under Biden’s predeces-
sor, Donald Trump, and the 
two sides remain at odds over 
a host of issues.

Xie said China wants to seek 
common ground while shel-
ving differences, highlighting 
a divide in the basic approach 
to their relationship. The Bi-
den administration has said 
it will cooperate in areas such 
as climate, describing the re-
lationship as collaborative, 
competitive and adversarial.

In an interview Saturday, 
Wang accused the U.S. of 
adopting a superior attitude 
and using its strength to pres-
sure other countries.

“China would never accept 
any country that claims to be 
superior to others,” he told 
China’s Phoenix Television. 
“If the U.S. has not learned to 
treat other countries equally, 
China and the international 
community have the respon-
sibility to help the U.S. learn 
how to do this.” 

Biden administration offi-
cials have said the goal of the 
talks is not to negotiate speci-
fic issues but to keep high-le-
vel communications channels 
open. The U.S. wants to ensu-
re that guardrails are in place 
to prevent competition be-
tween the countries from tur-
ning into conflict, they said.

A possible meeting be-
tween Biden and Chinese Pre-

sident Xi Jinping is expected 
to be on the agenda, perhaps 
on the sidelines of the G-20 
summit in Rome at the end of 
October.

A commentary by the of-
ficial Xinhua News Agency 
agreed on the need for guar-
drails but said the U.S. must 
demonstrate sincerity by en-
ding its attacks on China over 
the origins of COVID-19, hu-
man rights and other issues.

“If Washington keeps belie-
ving that it can have Beijing’s 
cooperation in addressing 
daunting challenges while at 
the same time suppressing 
China, it is hugely wrong,” the 
piece by Xinhua writer Dong 
Yue said.

Sherman, who arrived Sun-
day evening from Mongolia, 
tweeted America’s “heartfelt 
condolences to those who 
have lost loved ones” in se-
vere storms and flooding last 
week that killed at least 63 
people in central China’s He-
nan province. 

Her visit follows an initial 
meeting in March in Ancho-
rage, Alaska, where Wang and 
veteran Chinese diplomat 
Yang Jiechi exchanged angry 
words with Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and national 
security adviser Jake Sulli-
van.

John Kerry, the Biden ad-
ministration’s special climate 
envoy, traveled to Shanghai to 
meet his Chinese counterpart 
in April. 

Sherman travels next to 
Oman, where she will meet 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Khalifa Al Harthy on 
Tuesday. She met with offi-
cials in Japan and South Ko-
rea last week. MDT/AP
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A bomb has exploded at a crowded concert in Atlanta, 
Georgia, the city hosting this year’s Olympic Games. 

Two people are reported to have been killed and firefi-
ghting officials say as many as 200 people may have been 
injured. 

The explosion happened at 0125 local time during a rock 
concert in the Centennial Olympic Park. 

Three months ago, the Atlanta Olympic Committee 
transformed the 21-acre site from an unused area of slums 
and old warehouses into a popular entertainment venue. 

It has attracted an estimated 100,000 people day and ni-
ght who gather to hear music, watch concerts and contests 
on giant screens or buy souvenirs.

A band called Jack Mack and the Heart Attack had just fi-
nished playing a song when the bomb went off near a sound 
tower. 

After the blast, the area was immediately surrounded by 
police and cordoned off. 

The nearby press centre was closed because guards fea-
red another explosion. 

Eyewitnesses described a scene of chaos and carnage. 
People lay on the ground with head and other injuries as po-
lice tried to clear the area. 

The police say they received a phone call warning of the 
bomb and describing its location but it was too late to eva-
cuate the park. They did, however, manage to clear the im-
mediate vicinity. 

It is reported the caller’s voice had the characteristics of a 
white American male. 

Security at the Games - already billed by the authorities as 
the largest peacetime security operation for a public event 
in American history - has been stepped up with extra bag 
searches and regular sweeps for explosives. 

It seems most visitors are determined the attack will not 
stop them enjoying the Games and events such as boxing, 
diving and track and field attracted healthy numbers of 
spectators today. 

President Bill Clinton has reacted defiantly saying the 
Olympic Games should carry on as planned to show the na-
tion would not be cowed by acts of terrorism. 

“An act of vicious terror like this is clearly directed at the spi-
rit of our own democracy,” he said. “We must not let these 
attacks stop us from going forward. We cannot let terror win. 
That is not the American way.” 

He made his comments during a White House news con-
ference just two days after announcing strict new security 
measures at US airports following the crash of TW Flight 
800. On 17 July just 45 minutes after it left New York’s Ken-
nedy Airport the plane carrying 228 people exploded in mid 
air. 

Courtesy BBC News

1996 BomB rocks AtlAntA 
              olympics

In context

The pipe bomb at Atlanta killed two people and injured 111. 
At first the FBI suspected the security guard who raised 
the alarm - Richard Jewell - but he was later cleared of any 
involvement. 
Two years later Eric Rudolph was charged for the bombing 
in his absence after a Tennessee couple identified him as 
the man to whom they sold the smokeless powder, be-
lieved to have been used in the Atlanta device. 
He became one of America’s 10 most wanted fugitives 
and was finally caught in May 2003 and brought to trial in 
July 2004. 
He was also charged with three other bombings including 
that of an abortion clinic in Alabama. 
In April 2005 he admitted to the crime as part of a plea 
bargain and was spared the death penalty, but received 
four life sentences without parole. 

this day in history

RAHIM FAIEZ, KABUL

M
ORE women 
and children 
were killed and 
wounded in Af-

ghanistan in the first half of 
2021 than in the first six mon-
ths of any year since the Uni-
ted Nations began systemati-
cally keeping count in 2009, a 
U.N. report said yesterday. 

The war-torn country saw 
a 47% increase in the number 
of all civilians killed and wou-
nded in violence across Afgha-
nistan in the first six months 
of the year, compared to the 
same period last year, accor-
ding to the report.

“I implore the Taliban and 
Afghan leaders to take heed of 
the conflict’s grim and chilling 
trajectory and its devastating 
impact on civilians,” said De-
borah Lyons, the U.N. secre-
tary-general’s special repre-
sentative for Afghanistan. 

“The report provides a clear 
warning that unprecedented 
numbers of Afghan civilians 
will perish and be maimed 
this year if the increasing vio-
lence is not stemmed,” Lyons 
added in a statement accom-
panying the report.

The Taliban have swiftly 
captured significant territory 
in recent weeks, seized stra-
tegic border crossings with 
several neighboring countries 
and are threatening a number 
of provincial capitals. The ad-
vances come as the last U.S. 
and NATO soldiers leave Af-
ghanistan.

The report found a particu-
larly sharp increase in killings 

DARIA LITVINOVA, 
MOSCOW

RUSSIA’S prime minister 
yesterday visited Pacific 

islands claimed by Japan, a 
move that brought a protest 
from Tokyo, and said the go-
vernment is considering se-
tting up a special economic 
zone there.

Prime Minister Mikhail 
Mishustin is touring Rus-
sia’s Far East and Siberia this 
week, and the Kuril Islands 
were his first stop yesterday. 

Mishustin visited a hospi-
tal and a fish plant on Iturup, 
one of the four southernmost 
Kuril islands. He told plant 
workers that the Russian 
government is considering 
creating a special economic 
zone on the islands, in which 
business and investors wou-

and injuries since May, when 
international military for-
ces began their withdrawal 
and the fighting intensified 
following the Taliban’s offen-
sive. 

The U.N. mission in Afgha-
nistan reported in its Afgha-
nistan Protection of Civilians 
in Armed Conflict midyear 
update 2021 that there were 
1,659 civilians killed and 3,254 
wounded. It said that’s a 47% 
increase compared with the 
same period last year. 

Women and children made 
up close to half of all civilian 
casualties in the first half of 
2021 at 46%, according to the 
report. Thirty-two percent 
were children, with 468 killed 
and 1,214 wounded. Fourteen 
percent of civilian casualties 
were women, with 219 killed 
and 508 wounded, the report 
said.

The U.S.-NATO withdrawal 
is more than 95% complete 
and due to be finished by Aug. 
31. 

While making swift gains 
on the ground, the Taliban 
have also said they do not 

ld be free of most taxes and 
customs duties. 

The measure Russian of-
ficials is currently pondering 

want to monopolize power. 
However, they insist there 
won’t be peace in Afghanistan 
until there is a new negotiated 
government in Kabul and Pre-
sident Ashraf Ghani is remo-
ved from office.

Lyons, the U.N. envoy who 
also heads the U.N. mission 
in Afghanistan, called on the 
Taliban and Afghan leaders 
to intensify their efforts at the 
negotiating table. “Stop the Af-
ghan against Afghan fighting. 
Protect the Afghan people and 
give them hope for a better fu-
ture,” she said. 

The U.N. report warned 
that without a significant de-
-escalation in violence, Afgha-
nistan is on course for 2021 to 
have the highest ever number 
of documented civilian ca-
sualties in a single year since 
U.N. record-keeping in the 
country began.

The number of civilians 
killed and wounded in May 
and June is almost as many 
as recorded in the preceding 
four months. During May and 
June there were 2,392 casual-
ties, with 783 killed and 1,609 

“could be a good solution 
for investors, including the 
ones in the West, for Japan 
also, which, if interested, can 

wounded. That’s the highest 
for those months since syste-
matic documentation began 
in 2009, the report said. 

According to the report, 
much of the battlefield action 
during May and June took 
place outside of the cities. But 
the U.N. is concerned that if 
intensive military action is un-
dertaken in urban areas with 
high population densities, the 
consequences for Afghan civi-
lians could be catastrophic. 

“The pursuit of a military 
solution will only increase the 
suffering of the Afghan peo-
ple,” the report said.

It blamed anti-government 
forces for 64% of all civilian ca-
sualties, with 39% inflicted by 
the Taliban, nearly 9% by the 
Islamic State group and 16% 
undetermined. Afghan se-
curity forces were responsible 
for 23% of civilian casualties, 
and pro-government armed 
groups for 2%.

The May 8 attack outside 
the Sayed ul-Shuhuda school 
in the Afghan capital of Kabul 
accounted for more than 300 
civilian casualties, mostly girls, 
including 85 killed. No one has 
claimed responsibility for that 
attack, the report said.

The U.N. attributed 11% of 
all civilian casualties to crossfi-
re during ground engagemen-
ts in which the exact party res-
ponsible for casualties could 
not be determined.

According to the report, the 
main cause of civilian casual-
ties was improvised explosive 
devices, followed by fighting 
on the ground and targeted 
killings. MDT/AP

create jobs here,” Mishus-
tin said. He added that “this 
special regime will allow the 
intensification of economic 
activity” on the islands. 

Mishustin said he wou-
ld discuss the project with 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin. On Friday, Putin asked 
the prime minister to “pay 
special attention” to the Kuril 
Islands during his trip to the 
Far East, noting that Moscow 
had been working with “Ja-
panese partners...to create 
the necessary conditions for 
those involved in economic 
activity.” MDT/AP

Russian PM visits Pacific 
islands claimed by Japan

UN: Women, children casualties 
on the rise in Afghanistan
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-Graceful horse; 5- Volkswagen model; 10- Eye sore; 14- Start to type?; 

15- Menachem’s co-Nobelist; 16- Medical suffix; 17- Fibbed; 18- Graven images; 
19- Computer programs, for short; 20- Also; 22- Quick visual inspection; 24- Shoot 
the breeze; 25- Match up; 26- Sponger; 30- French film award; 35- Beer; 36- St. 
Louis gridder; 37- Extreme; 38- Created by humans; 41- Prior; 43- Metal spike used 
by mountaineers; 44- Increase, with “up”; 45- Hwy.; 46- Baseball Hall of Famer Cap; 
47- Antiseptic agent; 50- Actress Raines; 53- Cellular stuff; 54- Copies; 58- Taste; 
62- Incursion; 63- Red River city; 66- Inter ___; 67- About; 68- In ___ (unborn); 69- 
Connections; 70- 365 days; 71- Pale; 72- Weight;
 
DOWN: 1- ___ breve; 2- Reformer Jacob; 3- All over; 4- A wineshop; 5- Convict; 
6- Football lineman; 7- Snake eyes; 8- Reckoning; 9- Burning desire?; 10- Take to 
the cleaners; 11- Dosage abbr.; 12- Exclamation of fright; 13- “___ quam videri” 
(North Carolina’s motto); 21- Part of 
UNLV; 23- Take place; 25- Religious sch.; 
26- Argentine plain; 27- Actor Delon; 28- 
Leases; 29- ___-Bo; 31- Building add-on; 
32- Agitates; 33- Aggregate of qualities 
that make good character; 34- Less 
common; 39- Cattle call; 40- New wing; 
41- Long fish; 42- Distaste; 44- Nipper’s 
co.; 48- Gasteyer of “Saturday Night Live”; 
49- Super Bowl III MVP; 51- Flowering tree 
of Hawaii; 52- Atty.-to-be exams; 54- 
Radiograph; 55- The life of Riley; 56- Comic 
Rudner; 57- Smell or fragrance; 59- Ballet 
bend; 60- Willingly; 61- Bridge seat; 64- O.T. 
book; 65- Bauxite, e.g.;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Exploration is fine for some 
today, but you aren’t going to 
be in the best frame of  mind 
to go off discovering new hot 
spots, meeting new people, or 
uncovering new rock bands.

Apr. 20-May. 20
You and another person need to 
come to an understanding today, 
so make sure that you make 
talking to them one of  your top 
priorities. The two of  you need to 
sit down and work things out.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
If  that phrase “I’ll get back to 
you” makes your eyes roll, you are 
not alone. There is a great deal of  
unfinished business going on around 
you, and everyone is just dying for 
someone to actually deliver.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Today, your presence will be 
requested by many fun-loving 
people, but your mood might not 
make it easy to get social. Like a 
broken swing set, your mood will be 
going back and forth unpredictably.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
And don’t loan out any money 
unless it’s an emergency. It’s not 
about being selfish versus being 
generous. It’s about avoiding any 
misunderstandings or implied 
insults.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You don’t have to figure them 
out. Just try to be aware of  them, 
and have faith that they will sort 
themselves out soon enough. 
Then get back to being your 
fabulous, relaxed self.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Impatient much? There are many 
exciting things coming up soon 
and it’s understandable that you 
are finding the wait unbearable. 
But you can’t get too wrapped up 
in what will be.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
A mystery person in your life has 
been intriguing you more and 
more, and today you should try 
to work up the courage to find 
out a few more clues about who 
they really are. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Think back to a time when 
someone inspired you in the past, 
today. You know, that person who 
helped you understand what you 
were capable of, and who helped 
to point you in the right direction.

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
This is a wonderful day to travel 
for that very reason - the chances 
that you will be stuck sitting next to 
an annoying fellow passenger are 
very slim. Be ready to engage with 
the world, because it will be fun.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Step in and become part of  a 
discussion today - don’t wait 
for an engraved invitation. 
Interacting with others is the 
best way to try out new ideas or 
philosophies. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
You have an extremely strong 
sense of  what is right and wrong 
today, but it’s tailored just to 
your needs and goals, so don’t 
try to apply it to the problems of  
others. 

  Aquarius Pisces  Moscow

Frankfurt

Paris

London

New York

WORLD
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TWO Israeli airlines launched 
their first commercial flights 

between Israel and Morocco on 
Sunday, less than a year after the 
countries officially normalized 
relations.

Israir’s flight departed Tel Aviv 
for Marrakech with around 100 
Israeli tourists, the company 
said, hours before Israeli na-
tional carrier El Al dispatched 
its first direct flight to the same 
destination.

Israeli Tourism Minister Yoel 
Razvozov said the new direct fli-
ghts would “help advance fruit-
ful tourism, trade and economic 
cooperation and diplomatic 
agreements between the two 
countries.”

Israel and Morocco agreed to 
normalize relations in late 2020 
as part of the U.S.-brokered 
“Abraham Accords.” Morocco 

CHINA’S industry 
ministry has an-

nounced a six-month 
campaign to clean up 
what it says are se-
rious problems with 
internet apps viola-
ting consumer rights, 
cyber security and 
“disturbing market 
order.”

The Ministry of 
Industry and Infor-
mation Technology 
said in an online no-
tice that, among other 
things, companies 
must fix pop-ups on 
apps that deceive and 
mislead users or force 
them to use services 
they might not want. 

The order is part of 
a wider effort to crack 
down on tech indus-
tries and police use of 
personal information. 
Authorities have or-
dered fines and other 

was among four Arab nations, 
including the United Arab Emi-
rates, Bahrain and Sudan, to 
establish diplomatic relations 
with Israel.

As part of the deal, the Uni-
ted States agreed to recognize 
Morocco’s claim to the long-dis-
puted Western Sahara region, 
however the Biden administra-
tion said it will review this de-
cision. Morocco’s 1975 annexa-
tion of Western Sahara is not re-
cognized by the United Nations.

Many Israeli Jews have linea-
ge that traces back to Morocco, 
which is still home to a small 
Jewish community of several 
thousand.

El Al said in a statement be-
fore the departure of its first fli-
ght that the company plans to 
operate five flights per week be-
tween Israel and Morocco.

penalties for some of 
China’s biggest tech 
companies. 

This latest cam-
paign was launched 
with a teleconference 
call Friday, the minis-
try said. On Sunday, it 
issued its 15th list of 
dozens of apps it has 
said require fixing. 

Among 22 specific 
scenarios it said requi-
red “rectification,” the 
ministry cited pop-up 
windows as a specific 
problem, especially 
situations where the 
entire screen of a pop-
-up window is a jump 
link with a false close 
button. 

Other problems it 
pointed to were ma-
licious blocking of 
website links and in-
terference with other 
companies’ products 
or services; threats to 

“We hope that now many 
can know Morocco better, to ex-
perience and be excited by this 
special country that is deeply 
rooted in Israeli heritage, cul-
ture and experience,” said El Al 
CEO Avigal Sorek. 

After the first flight arrived 
in Marrakech, the director of 
the Moroccan national tou-
rism office, Adil Fakir, called 
it “a crowning moment of the 
important decision taken by 
Morocco to resume relations 
between the two countries.”

The head of the Israeli liai-
son office in Rabat, David Go-
vrin, said it would “strengthen 
the existing ties between our 
two people.” The head of the 
Jewish community in the Mar-
rakech-Safi region, Jacky Kado-
ch, also welcomed the develop-
ment.  MDT/AP

data security, due to 
a failure to encrypt 
sensitive information 
while it is being trans-
mitted, and failure to 
obtain users’ consent 
before providing data 
to other parties. 

It also took aim at 
illicit broadband ne-
tworks, which it called 
“black broadband” 
that failed to conform 
to website filing pro-
cedures or might be 
subletting or using 
illegal access to ne-
tworks. 

The regulators 
have been stepping 
up enforcement 
of anti-monopoly, 
data security, finan-
cial and other ru-
les against scores of 
tech companies that 
dominate entertain-
ment, retail and other 
industries. MDT/AP

AVIATION

Israeli airlines launch first 
direct flights to Morocco
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China launches 6-month 
campaign to clean up apps

Airports in the US West dealing 
with shortage of jet fuel
A shortage of jet fuel, coupled 

with supply chain issues 
and an urgent demand from fi-
refighting aircraft, continues to 
cause problems at airports arou-
nd the West.

In Nevada, state and federal 
lawmakers said they are investi-
gating a possible shortage of jet 
fuel that could delay cargo deli-
very and passenger travel at Re-
no-Tahoe International Airport 
in the coming days.

A spike in demand for jet fuel 
both by commercial airlines and 
from firefighting aircraft in Mon-
tana and the Pacific Northwest 
led to departure problems and 
daylong flight delays recently at 
Bozeman Yellowstone Interna-
tional Airport.

In California, recent flights in 
and out of Fresno Yosemite In-
ternational Airport were disrup-
ted by jet fuel shortages blamed 
on the lack of tanker truck driver 
deliveries.

Lawmakers said the Reno-
-Tahoe airport serving Nevada’s 
second largest metro area faces 
a shortage of jet fuel that could 
force the cancellation of cargo 
and passenger fights, potentially 
restricting the flow of tourists 
and essential goods into the nor-
thern part of the state.

Besides serving Reno, a po-
pular gambling destination, the 
airport is the nearest passenger 
terminal to Lake Tahoe.

Nevada’s political leaders is-
sued a statement late Saturday 
pledging to minimize disruption 
at the airport and ensure the ae-
rial fight against Western wildfi-

res isn’t hampered. 
“To be clear, further failure to 

secure adequate fuel supplies is 
unacceptable,” wrote Gov. Ste-
ve Sisolak, U.S. Sens. Catherine 
Cortez Masto and Jacky Rosen, 
and U.S. Rep. Mark Amodei. 

The Reno airport’s shorta-
ge is caused by a confluence of 

factors, including a scarcity of 
tanker truck drivers, said Stacey 
Sunday, a spokeswoman for the 
Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority.

“There’s just nobody availa-
ble to drive the trucks of fuel in 
here,” and it’s hard to predict 
long the shortage will last, Sun-
day said.

Reno-Tahoe’s longest runway 
also is under construction, limi-
ting how much extra fuel airlines 
can load onto inbound flights 
because heavier loads require 
longer stopping distances. 

Elsewhere, Wyoming Gov. 
Mark Gordon is allowing tru-
ck drivers to work longer hours 
while they deliver fuel that mi-
ght be needed for firefighting 
aircraft elsewhere.

So far this summer, Wyoming 
hasn’t had significant fuel shor-
tages or major wildfires. 

Other Western governors in-
cluding South Dakota’s Kristi 
Noem have signed similar or-
ders, although Gordon’s still 
prohibits truck drivers from dri-
ving when tired. Government 
rules usually limit truck drivers’ 
road hours to prevent fatigue-
-related accidents. MDT/AP
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Pandemic Olympics endured heat, 
and now a typhoon’s en route
JENNA FRYER, TOKYO

F
IRST, the sun. Now: the 
wind and the rain.

The Tokyo Olympics, 
delayed by the pande-

mic and opened under oppres-
sive heat, are due for another 
hit of nature’s power: a typhoon 
arriving today that is forecast to 
disrupt at least some parts of 
the Games.

“Feels like we’re trying to 
prepare for bloody everything,” 
said New Zealand rugby sevens 
player Andrew Knewstubb. 

Don’t worry, Japanese hosts 
say: In U.S. terms, the incoming 
weather is just a mid-grade tro-
pical storm. And the surfers at 
Tsurigasaki beach say Tropical 
Storm Nepartak could actually 
improve the competition so 
long as it doesn’t hit the beach 
directly.

But archery, rowing and sai-
ling have already adjusted their 
Tuesday schedules. Tokyo Ga-
mes spokesman Masa Takaya 
said there were no other chan-
ges expected. 

“It is a tropical storm of three 
grade out of five, so you shoul-
dn’t be too much worried about 
that, but it is a typhoon in Japan 
interpretation,” Takaya said. 
“This is the weakest category, 
but this is still a typhoon so we 
should not be too optimistic 

about the impact of the course.”
On the beach about 90 miles 

east of Tokyo, the competitors 
want the change in weather so 
long as the rain and wind don’t 
make total landfall. The surfing 
competition was delayed yes-
terday because of low tide. But 
if the storm hits as expected, 
it could deliver waves twice as 
high as expected.

“As a homeowner I say, ‘Oh 
no, stay away!’” said Kurt Kor-
te, the official Olympic surfing 
forecaster. “But as a surfer, ‘OK, 
you can form if you stay out 
there,’ Everybody can agree a 
storm out in the distance is the 
best.”

The Japan Meteorological 
Agency said Nepartak was hea-
ded northwest over the Pacific 
Ocean east of Japan yesterday 
with landfall expected today af-
ternoon. The storm could bring 
strong winds, up to 5.9 inches 
(150 millimeters) of rainfall and 
high waves as it cuts across Ja-
pan’s northeastern region.

In advance, organizers made 
the first major alterations to the 
Olympic archery schedule be-
cause of weather. There was an 
hour delay at the Beijing Games 
in 2008. Here, the afternoon 
sessions have been postponed 
until Wednesday and Thursday.

“We’ve heard that storm cou-
ld be anything from rain or 80-

mph wind,” said American ar-
cher Jack Williams. 

Added Brady Ellison, his 
teammate: “Unless there’s li-
ghtning, right here, we’ll shoot 
it. We’ll deal with whatever it’s 
going to be. Rain just starts to 
suck in general.”

Beach volleyball plays in 
everything but lightning. Both 
the women’s final at the Beijing 
Games and men’s final at the 
Rio Games were held in heavy 
rain. 

At Ariake Tennis Park, cen-
ter court has a retractable roof 
that can be closed for inclement 
weather, but play on outer cour-
ts would have to be suspended.

“They can move every match, 
I think, if there is really going to 
be a typhoon with rain,” said 
Daniil Medvedev, the No. 2 
player in the world. “We never 
know. I guess they will maybe 
try to move six matches, but it 
depends how long the matches 
will be.”

Any sort of rain — typhoon, 
tropical storm, or even light 
sprinkling — will be a wild 
swing from the first three days 
of the Games. 

Svetlana Gomboeva collap-
sed from heatstroke on the first 
day of archery but recovered to 
win a silver medal. Top-seeded 
Novak Djokovic and Medvedev, 
who who complained his first 

round match was “some of the 
worst” heat he’d ever played in, 
successfully leaned on the In-
ternational Tennis Federation 
to give Olympics players extra 
time during breaks to offset the 
high temperatures. 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova  
had resorted to shoving bags of 
ice up her skirt, and fiddled with 
a tube blowing cold air next to 
her seat. At skateboarding, the 
intense sun turned the park into 
a furnace, radiating off the light 
concrete with such blinding ef-
fect that skaters complained the 
heat was softening the rubber 
joints on their wheel axles and 
making the boards harder to 
control. 

July and August in Japan are 
notoriously hot and humid. Ja-
pan has faced criticism for not 
accurately describing the seve-
rity and instead, during the bid-
ding process, calling it mild and 
ideal.

Daytime highs regularly hit 
95 degrees (35 Celsius) but have 
exceeded 104 degrees (40 Cel-
sius) in some places in recent 
years. The Environment Minis-
try began issuing heatstroke 
alerts in July 2020 for the Tokyo 
areas and in April for the entire 
nation.

Japan reported 112 deaths 
from June to September last 
year, as well as 64,869 people 

taken to hospitals by ambulan-
ce for heat-related issues. Tokyo 
logged the largest number of 
heat stroke sufferers at 5,836 
during the three-month period. 

Australian canoeist Jessica 
Fox, the gold medal favorite in 
the kayak slalom, said the wild 
weather swings have been a dis-
ruption to the Olympic event. 
“It is like a bath,” she said. “It is 
like paddling in bathwater.”

And the impending typhoon 
disruption? 

“I am a bit concerned about 
that,” Fox said. “I saw the sur-
fers and they were all excited 
about the weather, which isn’t 
ideal for us.”

If today’s bronze medal sof-
tball game is postponed, the Ca-
nada team worries it could get 
stuck in Japan because mem-
bers had flights the following 
day. 

“We very much hope that 
the game goes so that we can 
get on a plane and go home,” 
coach Mark Smith said. “As you 
probably know, with the pande-
mic, that flights are very hard to 
come by.”

The weather extremes are 
just another obstacle Olympic 
organizers have faced during 
these beleaguered Games, al-
ready delayed a year because 
of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Asked yesterday if Tokyo of-
ficials feel they can’t catch a 
break, Takaya said they’ve had 
to be flexible. 

“I mean, you know, we’re 
supposed to react to any situa-
tion, that’s one of our jobs,” he 
said. “This is absolutely a re-
gular exercise we have to face.” 
MDT/AP
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Vietnam locks down capital 
Hanoi for 15 days as cases rise

Vietnam announced a 15-day lockdown in the capital Hanoi 
starting Saturday as a coronavirus surge spread from the sou-
thern Mekong Delta region. 

The lockdown order, issued late Friday night, bans the gathe-
ring of more than two people in public. Only government offi-
ces, hospitals and essential businesses are allowed to stay open. 

Earlier in the week, the city had suspended all outdoor acti-
vities and ordered non-essential businesses to close following 
an increase in cases. On Friday, Hanoi reported 70 confirmed 
infections, the city’s highest, part of a record 7,295 cases in the 
country in the last 24 hours. 

Nearly 5,000 of them are from Vietnam’s largest metropolis, 
southern Ho Chi Minh City, which has also extended its lock-
down until Aug. 1. 

In the latest wave of COVID-19 since April, Vietnam has recor-
ded over 83,000 infections and 335 deaths.

A meeting of the National Assembly that opened in Hanoi 
on Tuesday with 499 delegates is going ahead, although it was 
shortened to 12 from the original 17 days. 

The delegates have been vaccinated, are regularly tested for 
the coronavirus and are traveling in a bubble, and are isolated 
at hotels, according to the National Assembly. 

OPINION
World Views 
Jill Vasbinder, University of Maryland
MDT/The Conversation 

US A senior diplomat called 
on China to look beyond 
differences and work 
with the United States 
on difficult global issues 
such as climate and the 
COVID-19 pandemic as a 
responsible global power. 
Wendy Sherman, the 
deputy secretary of state, 
was responding to Chinese 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Xie Feng, who told her in a 
meeting that China wants 
to shelve differences while 
seeking common ground. 

Vatican prosecutors have 
alleged a jaw-dropping 
series of scandals in the 
biggest criminal trial in the 
Vatican’s modern history, 
which opens today in a 
modified courtroom in the 
Vatican Museums. The 
once-powerful cardinal 
and nine other people are 
accused of bleeding the Holy 
See of tens of millions of 
dollars in donations through 
bad investments, deals with 
shady money managers and 
apparent favors to friends 
and family. They face prison 
sentences, fines or both if 
convicted.

South Africa’s government 
has lifted a ban on liquor sales 
and relaxed other pandemic 
restrictions, reporting that a 
recent spike in coronavirus 
cases has passed its peak, 
the president said. President 
Cyril Ramaphosa said in an 
address to the nation Sunday 
night that the average daily 
number of new confirmed 
cases over the last week was 
around 12,000, which was a 
20% drop from the previous 
week. 

Tunisia Troops surrounded 
the parliament and blocked 
its speaker from entering 
yesterday after the president 
suspended the legislature 
and fired the prime minister 
following nationwide 
protests over the country’s 
economic troubles and the 
government’s handling of the 
coronavirus crisis. Protesters 
celebrated President Kais 
Saied’s decision late Sunday 
night with shouts of joy, 
honking of horns and waving 
Tunisian flags. But his critics 
accused him of a power 
grab, and the North African 
country’s overseas allies 
expressed concern that its 
young democracy might 
be descending again into 
autocracy.
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There’s a long history 
of dances being pilfered 
for profit – and TikTok is 
the latest battleground

In January 2020, 14-year-old Jalaiah Harmon crea-
ted what would become one of the biggest viral dance 
sensations on TikTok. 

But few users knew that Harmon, who is Black, in-
vented the dance, which she dubbed the Renegade 
– at least not until a month later, when The New York 
Times drew attention to her case. That’s because a 
TikTok user had copied the dance, and it was that Tik-
Toker’s rendition that went viral. 

Because Harmon didn’t get credit, she wasn’t able to 
reap the benefits of more views and followers, which, 
in turn, could have led to collaborations and sponsor-
ships.

Harmon is only the latest in a long list of women and 
people of color whose choreography and dance work 
have been pilfered for profit – a story that dates back 
to the origins of jazz dance in the 19th and early 20th 
centuries.

But these days, TikTok is the battleground – and it 
isn’t just Harmon who’s had her work lifted. In June 
2021 several popular Black creators were so fed up 
with having their dances stolen or not credited that 
they decided to join forces and go on strike, refusing to 
post new dance content to bring attention to the issue.

Choreographers fight for royalties
Laying claim to a dance isn’t as straightforward as, 

say, a poet saying they have exclusive rights to a poem 
they’ve written.

Designed to protect “intangible cultural goods,” co-
pyright, according to the U.S. Copyright Office, gives 
“Authors and Inventors the exclusive right to their res-
pective Writings and Discoveries.” 

Established in the hopes of rewarding innovation 
and promoting progress, the first U.S. copyright laws, 
which were established in 1787 and 1790 and based on 
statutes from Britain, didn’t grant rights to artists and 
dancers. Only writers were protected.  

In fact, the very concept of owning choreography di-
dn’t exist until the 20th century when dancers started 
to lay claim to their work in court.

In 1909, an Indian dancer named Mohammed Ismail 
tried to sue white dancer Ruth St. Denis, claiming he 
was the originator of one of St. Denis’ “Oriental” dan-
ces. In 1926, African-American blues singer Alberta 
Hunter claimed she held the copyright to the popular 
dance the Black Bottom, an African American social 
dance. 

Hunter performed the Black Bottom in front a whi-
te audience in 1925. A year later, the dance appeared 
in George White’s revue “Scandals,” which ignited the 
Black Bottom dance craze.

However, little came of Ismail and Hunter’s effor-
ts. More attempts would follow. In 1963, performer 
Faith Dane sued M&H Company for royalties for her 
choreography in “Gypsy” and lost. In the 1950s and 
1960s, choreographer Agnes de Mille advocated for 
copyrights specific to choreography because she got 
very limited royalties for her work on the hit musical 
“Oklahoma!”

It wasn’t until 1976 that copyright protection was 
updated to specifically include choreographic works.

A delicate dance with copyright
But this hasn’t exactly led to a windfall of royalties for 

choreographers.
Congress has established four guidelines to determi-

ne whether a work can be granted copyright protec-
tion: originality, fixation, idea versus expression and 
functionality. 

In choreography, it’s the fixed “expression” that’s 
being protected, not the “idea” behind it. This is why 
New York City Ballet can copyright their choreogra-
phed version of “The Nutcracker,” but other artists can 
create their own versions or expressions of the story as 
plays, storybooks or choreographed dance.

Artists and scholars still debate what, exactly, it is that 
a dancer or choreographer is trying to claim as their 
own. Is it the dance as a work of art, the choreography 
or the specific performance? 

So while creators can apply to register the recorded 
expression of their idea with the government, many 
choreographers – perhaps due to so many gray areas 
in what is eligible for copyright – still don’t realize that 
they they have something of value that can or should 
be protected.

EILEEN NG, KUALA 
LUMPUR

MALAYSIA’S gover-
nment said it will 

not extend a coronavirus 
emergency beyond Aug. 1 
as the country’s Parliament 
reopened yesterday after a 
disputed seven-month sus-
pension amid a worsening 
pandemic.

The emergency, which 
allowed the government 
to halt Parliament since 
January and rule by ordi-
nance without legislative 
approval, has been slam-
med as a ruse for embatt-
led Prime Minister Muhyi-
ddin Yassin to stay in power 
amid challenges to his lea-
dership. 

Opposition lawmakers 
slammed the government’s 
failure to tackle the pan-
demic despite a national 
lockdown since June 1. Ma-
laysia’s total cases passed 
1 million Sunday, up by ei-
ght-fold from the whole of 
last year and up 77% since 
the lockdown. Deaths have 
also climbed steeply to over 
8,000.

After the special, five-
-day session of Parliament 
opened, Law Minister 
Takiyuddin Hassan said 
the government would not 
seek an extension of the 
emergency. 

Opposition lawmakers 

were also taken by surpri-
se when Takiyuddin an-
nounced the government 
has annulled all emergen-
cy ordinances on July 21. 
They questioned why the 
annulment wasn’t made 
public earlier and whether 
it followed the proper pro-
cess. Details were hazy on 
how it affects measures 
such as penalties impo-
sed on those breaking CO-
VID-19 protocol.

Muhyiddin, in his brie-
fing to the lower house, 
said Malaysia, like other 
countries, was not spared 
from the more contagious 
delta variant of the corona-
virus.

He defended his govern-
ment’s policies, saying eco-
nomic aid has been distri-
buted to poor households 
and to businesses severely 
hit by the lockdown. Vac-
cinations have also been 
accelerated, with the ma-
jority of the population ex-
pected to be inoculated by 
the year’s end, he said.

“This government is 
not perfect but this gover-
nment does not allow the 
people to suffer and always 
works to save lives,” Muhyi-
ddin said. 

Former Prime Minis-
ter Mahathir Mohamad 
urged Muhyiddin to step 
down and said his une-
lected government, which 

took power in March 2020, 
has failed. Echoing other 
lawmakers, he said the par-
liamentary session was a 
sham because debates and 
voting weren’t allowed.

“If this government has 
really failed, then it is time 
for the prime minister to 
step down and we need 
the forum to vote on this,” 
another lawmaker, Gobind 
Singh, said earlier.

Analysts say the end of 
the emergency was not 
unexpected as the king 
wasn’t likely to agree to an 
extension. The annulments 
will also help Muhyiddin 
avoid parliamentary votes 
on those ordinances that 
could be seen as a test of 
support for his leadership, 
said Oh Ei Sun, a senior 
fellow at the Singapore 
Institute of International 
Affairs.

With no voting allowed 
in the session, Oh said it 
“summarily reduces Par-
liament to worse than ru-
bber-stamp role.”

The biggest party in 
Muhyiddin’s ruling allian-
ce has withdrawn its su-
pport for him for failing to 
tackle the pandemic, but 
the attorney-general said 
Muhyiddin would remain 
in power until it can be 
proven in Parliament that 
he lost majority support.  
MDT/AP

MALAYSIA

Parliament opens 
after seven months, 
emergency to end
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