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China More than 300 
people died in recent 
flooding in central 
China, authorities said 
yesterday, three times 
the previously announced 
toll. The Henan provincial 
government said 302 
people died and 50 remain 
missing. The vast majority 
of the victims were in 
Zhengzhou, the provincial 
capital, where 292 died 
and 47 are missing. Ten 
others died in three other 
cities, officials said at 
a news conference in 
Zhengzhou.

Malaysia Police blocked 
opposition lawmakers 
from marching yesterday 
to protest a two-week 
lockdown of Malaysia’s 
Parliament, which they 
consider another ploy 
for the embattled prime 
minister to dodge a no-
confidence vote. With 
a crucial parliamentary 
session due, Prime 
Minister Muhyiddin Yassin 
instead postponed it and 
Parliament will be shut for 
two weeks. 

Israel’s Cabinet advanced 
a national budget 
yesterday for the first time 
since 2018 in a sign of 
stability for the country’s 
fragile new government. 
The 120-member 
Knesset must still approve 
the two-year spending 
plan by November to avoid 
dissolving the government 
and new elections. A 
failure to agree on a 
budget was one of the 
factors that led to the 
collapse of the previous 
government, led by Likud’s 
Benjamin Netanyahu.
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flooded cars in 
public parks
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‘Not a right time’ now to relax measures for fully 
vaccinated arrivals, health authorities say
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Tourism board 
opens local tour 
counters at hotels

Suncity’s Alvin 
Chau donates 
MOP3m to Henan

IN the hopes of boosting local tours, the Macao 
Government Tourism Office (MGTO) opened 

counters at six hotels and resorts to take enqui-
ries and registrations for tours.

The counters will help promote the “Stay, 
Dine and See Macao” local tours, targeting local 
residents, and the Macao Highlight Tours, du-
bbed the “exquisite tours” by the MGTO.

The former runs from now until end of this 
year, taking interested local residents on tour 
around Macau with several itineraries. The 
MGTO hopes the scheme will “spur rises in do-
mestic demand and spending in communities, 
leading to further revival of the tourism and re-
lated industries,” the office said in a statement.

The latter scheme is tailor-made, focusing 
on tourists who are seeking a more exclusive 
experience. It can include historic sites, cultural 
landscapes, as well as private helicopter rides.

The six information counters are set up at 
the following locations: Grande Praça of MGM 
Macau, Business Center of Wynn Palace, Lobby 
of Macau Studio City, Lobby of Grand Lisboa, 
ground floor (near Tastes of Asia) of Galaxy Ma-
cau and West Lobby of the Venetian Macao. Their 
opening hours are from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m., daily. AL

ALVIN Chau, the CEO and director of local 
junket and entertainment operator Suncity 

Group, donated MOP3 million to flood relief in 
the Henan province of China, the company re-
cently announced.

In a statement, the junket operator noted that 
he is very concerned with the flood-stricken si-
tuation in Henan province and has personally 
pledged MOP3 million to support frontline flood 
relief, material aid buying, and prompt post-di-
saster reconstruction.

The donation will be delivered through the 
coordination of the Liaison Office of the Central 
People’s Government in the Macau Special Ad-
ministrative Region.

Several weeks ago, Henan province was stru-
ck by torrential rain that caused massive floods 
across it, claiming several lives. In the statement, 
the group described a “flood disaster [that] has 
broken Chinese people’s hearts across the coun-
try.”

Chau recalled the scenes when Macau was hit 
in 2017 by Super Typhoon Hato and the city was 
devastated. He stressed that he could “fully rela-
te” to the floods in Henan.

The six gambling concessionaires have each 
donated MOP10 million to rebuilding and relief 
in the province. Levo Chan, owner of another 
junket, Tak Chun Group, has announced a per-
sonal donation of 2 million Chinese yuan in as-
sociation with his wife, artist Ady An. AL

CRIME

Young biker caught 
driving during suspension

IC to hold martial arts film festival
STAFF REPORTER

THE Cultural Affairs Bu-
reau (IC) is set to hold 

“The Shadow Of Katana•-
Guns•Swords—Martial Arts, 
Samurai and Western Film 
Festival” at the Cinemathe-
que Passion from August 6 
to September 18, featuring 
a collection of 25 classic fil-
ms in the martial arts, samu-
rai and Western genres.

The bureau said the clas-
sics were divided into five 
sections for screening: “The 
Aesthetics of Violence,” “Lite-
rary Flavors in Action Films,” 
“Western Guns and Eastern 
Swords,” “Heroines” and 

ANTHONY LAM

A young man was 
apprehended by the 

Public Security Police Force 
(PSP) for driving during a 
suspension, the PSP annou-
nced yesterday.

The case was uncovered 
by accident on July 30 when 
the reportedly self-em-
ployed man, who is a motor-
cyclist in his 20s, made a tur-
nback at a no-turning zone 
in Fai Chi Kei. His action was 
spotted by police officers pa-
trolling nearby.

As a result, the officers in-
tercepted the motorcyclist, 
intending to warn him about 
the violation they witnessed.

However, when the offi-
cers asked for the motorcy-
clist’s license and insurance 
policy receipt, he could not 
provide either of them.

The officers checked with 
the control center and were 
told that the motorcyclist’s 
license was suspended by 
a court for seven months, 
from March this year.

He was immediately 
apprehended by the officers. 
Charges of driving during 
suspension and aggravated 
disobedience were pressed 
against him.

In another traffic case, the 

“Special Screenings.” There 
will be two post-screening 
talks during the film festival.

The first post-screening 
talk will be held after the 
screening of the film Warriors 
from the Magic Mountain on 
August 28. In it, local scholar 
Professor Lei Kun Teng and 

PSP arrested a married cou-
ple for scapegoating in a tra-
ffic accident.

The husband is in his 30s, 
from Brazil, and works in a 
hotel. The wife is of a similar 
age and works in the gover-
nment.

Early last Thursday mor-
ning, the PSP received a re-
port of a suspected car crash 
from an eatery in Taipa. 
Workers in the eatery told 
police that they heard a sud-
den loud bang outside their 
workplace. They went outsi-
de and saw a car that appea-
red to have crashed into the 
car parked in front of the 
eatery. The car left the scene 

local writer Tai Pei will talk 
about literature and film. 

For the second post-scree-
ning talk on September 5, lo-
cal director Chan Nga Lei and 
local film reviewers Leng Wu 
Chio and Lei Ka Hon will take 
the audience to the world of 
martial arts heroes, cowboys 

but the workers remembe-
red the plate number.

Approximately 10 mi-
nutes later, the PSP recei-
ved another report that a 
crashed car was on fire in 
Coloane. Officers attending 
the Coloane scene cross-re-
ferenced the plate number 
and confirmed that it was 
the same car involved the 
Taipa crash.

Police officers in Coloane 
believed they smelled al-
cohol on the Brazilian natio-
nal, who told the police that 
his wife was driving the car. 
The wife confirmed this.

However, the story did not 
seem to be true, as firefigh-

and samurais after the scree-
ning of the film Sukiyaki Wes-
tern Django.

“During the festival, a 
number of films will be 
screened, including  Haraki-
ri  directed by the famous 
Japanese director Masaki 
Kobayashi, which received 
the Cannes Film Festival’s 
Special Jury Prize, and Once 
Upon a Time in the West, an 
epic Spaghetti Western film, 
which allows the audien-
ce to review classical films 
and introduces outstanding 
pieces to young spectators 
from novel and interesting 
perspectives,” the IC annou-
ncement reads.

ters said the wife was not at 
the scene when they arrived.

After being repeate-
dly warned by the police, 
the couple admitted to 
lying. The man admitted to 
drinking at the dinner he 
had in Taipa earlier. Howe-
ver, he could not remember 
whether he had been in ano-
ther crash prior to the Coloa-
ne accident.

They were both 
apprehended and charges 
were pressed against them.

In two separate phone 
scams revealed by the Judi-
ciary Police (PJ), two victims 
lost a total of 39,000 Chinese 
yuan to scammers who im-
personated mainland police. 
They told the victims that a 
son and a good friend were 
separately apprehended for 
paying for sex in China. The 
scammers asked for money 
to release the “suspects.”

The victims transferred 
the money in line with the 
scammers’ instructions, but 
the scammers immedia-
tely disappeared after the 
transfers went through. The 
victims then realized they 
had been scammed as they 
called their son and friend 
and found them completely 
safe. Investigations are still 
in action.
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ELECTIONS 2021

CAEAL to draw list orders today
FOLLOWING its an-

nouncement of the 14 
accepted lists in the upco-
ming parliamentary elec-
tion yesterday, the Legisla-
tive Assembly Electoral Af-
fairs Commission (CAEAL) 
will run a draw to determi-

ne the order of the lists.
According to the law, on 

the day following the pu-
blication of accepted lists, 
the CAEAL is required to 
conduct the drawing of lots 
to determine the order in 
which candidate lists will 

appear on ballot papers.
The drawing will be 

done at noon today in the 
underground auditorium 
at the Public Administra-
tion Building.

After initially disquali-
fying 21 candidates from 

six lists, the CAEAL has ac-
cepted 14 lists, with an ag-
gregate of 128 candidates, 
for the direct election cons-
tituency and five lists, with 
a total of 12 candidates, for 
the indirect election consti-
tuency.

The disqualified lists 
and candidates were expe-
lled on allegations of not 
upholding either the Ma-
cau Special Administrative 
Region, the Macau Basic 
Law, or both.

According to the sche-
dule for electoral arran-
gements, the official cam-
paigning period runs from 
August 28 to September 
10, inclusive, and accepted 
candidate lists will only be 

allowed to campaign wi-
thin this period.

Yesterday, the CAEAL 
yesterday also ordered the 
removal of materials pos-
ted in any location that 
“aims to draw public atten-
tion to a particular candi-
date or candidates, and is 
targeted at encouraging vo-
ters, in an explicit or impli-
cit way, to vote or not vote 
for a particular candidate 
or candidates.” AL

Local group, 
mainland 
hospital 
to jointly 
train Macau 
doctors

The Macao Youth 
Federation and the 
5th Hospital of the 
Zhongshan University 
have recently signed an 
agreement to confirm 
the latter’s future 
input in training Macau 
medical graduates. 
The Youth Committee 
of the Macau Medical 
and Health Federation 
will take enrollment 
of recent medical 
graduates, who will 
receive regulated 
clinical training at the 
mainland hospital. The 
year-long training will 
be separated into four 
parts. The mainland 
hospital has a team of 
over 300 national or 
provincial level trainers. 
It is hoped that the 
initiative will help open 
more doors for local 
doctors.

Tourism board 
reminds local 
agencies 
not to cross 
red line

The Macao Government 
Tourism Office (MGTO) 
recently reminded local 
travel agencies about 
the mainland’s current 
ban on cross-border 
group tours, meaning 
no mainland group tours 
from Macau should be 
organized. Previously, 
mainland authorities 
caught several violations 
of the ban where 
Macau residents were 
organized in cross-
border grouped tours. 
So far, the MGTO 
confirmed that five 
group tours were 
organized in Macau 
and participants flew 
directly to mainland 
destinations. As for 
punishment, the 
MGTO noted that 
investigations are still 
ongoing.

COVID-19

‘Not the right time’ to relax 
measures for fully vaccinated arrivals
HONEY TSANG 

T
HE government confir-
med yesterday at the Co-
vid-19 media briefing that 
now is not the right time 

for Macau to relax entry regulations 
for fully vaccinated arrivals, in a bid 
to best safeguard public health.

The above remarks were made 
by Leong Iek Hou, coordinator at 
the Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention — when asked by the 
media whether the Macau govern-
ment considered emulating Hong 
Kong’s loosened restrictions on en-
try measures, reducing quarantine 
days for fully inoculated arrivals 
from 14 days to seven days.

Macau’s authorities decided to 
keep the current regime unchan-
ged, after considering the fickle 
and highly contagious nature of the 
Delta variant, Leong explained.

“We still don’t know much about 
the Delta variant, like the effica-
cy of the vaccine against the Delta 
variant. And we don’t fully know 
the odds for a fully vaccinated per-
son to transmit the coronavirus to 
others,” she emphasized.

The most crucial factor conside-
red, she added, is that Macau’s vac-
cination rate is still not “high enou-
gh” to achieve meaningful herd im-
munity. Local senior citizens and 
patients with chronic diseases still 
have not received any jabs due to 
their medical conditions.

Given this, reducing the time 
period of required quarantine days 
for arrivals may pose a hazard to 
the community, Leong said.

From June 30 onwards, Hong 
Kong has truncated the quarantine 
period from 14 days to seven days 
for fully vaccinated arrivals coming 
from high-risk or lower places, pro-
vided they can present positive re-
sults from a serology antibody test, 
which is used to show that they 
carry sufficient antibodies against 
Covid-19.

Yesterday, Hong Kong’s Chief 
Executive Carrie Lam announced 
that the city’s fourth wave of Co-
vid-19 had come to an end, and 

thus enabled fully inoculated fo-
reigners hailing from medium or 
lower-risk areas to enter Hong 
Kong again.

In Macau, all arrivals from fo-
reign countries and regions, not 
including mainland China, Hong 
Kong and Taiwan, are still required 
to observe at least 21-day quaran-
tine and seven-day health self-ma-
nagement — regardless of their 
inoculation status.

In response to the divergence 
between entry regulations impo-
sed by the two SARs, Leong said: 
“Different places have their own 
considerations [concerning the 
health regime].”

AVOID UNNECESSARY TRAVEL
Regarding the Delta-driven re-

surgence in China, Tai Wa Hou, 
coordinator of the Health Bureau’s 
Covid-19 Vaccination Operation, 
urged the public again to avoid un-
necessary travel.  

The government has also increa-
sed the tracking period of a confir-
med case’s whereabouts from two 
days to four days. The counting will 
start from the onset of the illness in 
each case. The extended coverage 

is intended to better protect local 
residents.  

To further reduce contagion 
risks, residents with yellow health 
codes or a fever can enjoy a free 
Covid-19 test from August 3. A new 
built-in function will be embedded 
onto the current online health code 
registration system for eligible in-
dividuals to make appointments.

LOW VACCINATION RATE
 IN SENIOR CITIZENS 

Yesterday also marks the first 
day for the city’s people aged 60 
or above to enjoy a walk-in inocu-
lation service. Around 21 eligible 
individuals used the exclusive ser-
vice within the first two hours of it 
coming into effect.

However, Tai said the vaccina-
tion rates among the elderly are 
still considered unsatisfactory, with 
only 21% for the elderly aged 60-69, 
10% for those aged 70-79, and over 
2% for those aged over 80.

In addition, the inoculation rate 
among civil servants is still not su-
fficient. Around 42% of them have 
received vaccinations. Tai voiced 
the opinion that civil servants have 
an obligation to get vaccinated. He 

urged them to not only get a vac-
cination, but also to promote the 
service as soon as possible.

WAITING IS INEVITABLE 
Some returnees complained 

they had to endure a 10-hour wai-
ting time upon arrival before being 
admitted to a quarantine hotel. 
They also expressed concerns that 
staying in a closed area for a long 
stretch with strangers would in-
crease contagion risks.

Leong said the government has 
constantly been refining arrange-
ments for arrivals, striving to re-
duce the waiting time as much as 
possible.

It normally takes five to six hou-
rs of waiting for a person to be 
sent to a hotel after their arrival. 
However, this time could be longer 
in some “special cases,” such as a 
great number of flight passengers 
arriving at the same time, or if a 
positive imported case is discove-
red in the batch.

Leong hopes locals can unders-
tand that it requires a certain pe-
riod of time for officials to conduct 
and examine nucleic acid tests and 
serology antibody tests.
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LRT under heavy fire from lawmakers

Au Kam San points the finger as ‘tailor-made’ public tenders
RENATO MARQUES

LAWMAKER Au Kam San 
has called on the gover-

nment to protect the inte-
rests of local residents and 
local companies, claiming 
that some public tenders 
are being crafted to benefit 
large corporations from the 
mainland.

Au’s statements was de-
livered in a spoken inquiry 
during the period before 
the agenda of the Legisla-
tive Assembly plenary ses-
sion of last Thursday after-
noon.

According to the inquiry, 
the Health Bureau (SSM) 
recently launched a public 

tender for the supply of se-
curity services. In the ten-
der conditions, one of the 
requirements for the bid-
ders is that they are able to 
supply a minimum ceiling 
of 90% of the security staff 
needed (358).

With this requirement, 
the lawmaker says that the 
SSM is purposedly exclu-
ding almost all the local 
companies which have 
fewer staff members, and 
delivering the tender to 
the large corporations, na-
mely those from the main-
land, that have a large per-
centage of non-residents 
workers among their hu-
man resources.

For Au, this is an exam-
ple of public tenders being 
“tailor-made” to benefit 
certain companies, and, 
consequently, harming lo-
cal companies and local 
residents that are currently 
unemployed.

Au also questioned the 
government regarding how 
certain companies have not 
been affected by the policy 
restriction on the hiring of 
non-residents that, accor-
ding to his calculation, re-
duced only less than 10%. 
He called on the govern-
ment to fully hold commit 
to the policy of locals pro-
viding priority access to the 
available job posts.

RENATO MARQUES

THE Light Rapid Transit (LRT) 
system came under heavy 

fire from lawmakers at the Legis-
lative Assembly (AL). In a plenary 
session dedicated to questions 
answered by the government on 
a range of topics, the focus on 
the present and future of public 
transport operations put the LRT 
system in the middle of much dis-
cussion.

Lawmakers Ella Lei and Agnes 
Lam were the first to raise ques-
tions over both the high expen-
diture and low efficiency of the 
LRT system, as well as its minimal 
contribution to the employment 
of local manpower.

Replying to the majority of 
questions was Secretary for Trans-
port and Public Works, Raimundo 
do Rosário, who opened by saying 
that since the beginning of ope-
rations, the rate of local residents 
working for the LRT Company has 
been growing and has reached 
about 80%.

Rosário noted that when ope-
rations started, this percentage 
was only 60%, and he highlighted 
that the increase of 20% in such a 
short period is a very positive re-
sult.

“We are doing this step-by-s-
tep. We are following this path and 
reducing the number of non-re-
sident workers (TNR), replacing 
them with local workers as much 
as possible. We already moved 
from 60% to 80% and will conti-
nue,” he pledged.

Another criticism raised by 
lawmaker inquiries was the lack 
of commercial elements in the 
LRT stations which could assist in 
reducing the net fiscal loss at whi-
ch the operation currently runs.

On the topic, the Secretary 
clarified that the government has 
plans to include shops and other 
commercial spaces when the LRT 

East line is built to link the Pac On 
area in Taipa to Zone A of the new 
reclaimed land area and Border 
Gate.

“On East Line we are going to 
add more commercial elements, 
as this will be an area that will have 
a lot of people. So far, the LRT has 
not been profitable, we know this. 
In the past we did not have this 
idea of including more commer-
cial elements. […] But now we are 
considering including an under-
ground ‘commercial street’ with 
shops,” Raimundo confirmed.

NO WAY TO AVOID LOSSES
Although the government ad-

mits that it has changed its initial 
view on introducing commercial 
elements to the LRT to increase its 
overall revenue, it is not expected 
that the balance sheet will move 
out of the red anytime soon, the 
government warned.

Several lawmakers including 

Lam and Au Kam San called on 
the government to consider other 
ways to reduce the losses, such 
as reducing the frequency of LRT 
services, especially during the 
evening and off-peak hours.

In response, the Secretary re-
called that it was known since the 
beginning of the project that the 
LRT system would be an expen-
sive project and continuous in-
vestment in it would be required 
for many years, possibly even de-
cades, as projected revenue over a 
significant initial period was low.

“To reduce frequency will not 
save a lot, so we hope to continue 
to operate in the same way and to 
try, instead, to attract [over time] 
more passengers to gradually use 
the system more instead of redu-
cing the operations,” Rosário said.

Replying to a question from 
lawmaker Song Pek Kei on the 
possibility of forming partner-
ships with private companies to 

reduce the required high invest-
ment figure from the government, 
the Secretary added, “nobody 
wants to do that [invest in the 
LRT]. Private enterprises want to 
have profits. They only invest in 
things that have profit. At the mo-
ment, private companies do not 
even want to invest in vending 
machines for the stations. We did 
one public tender, just for one sta-
tion to try and nobody wanted to 
join. To do this [reduce the loses] 
we need to link the lines to increa-
se the number of passengers so 
the service can start to be profi-
table. This then can attract com-
panies to invest.”

Rosário requested more pa-
tience from the public and 
lawmakers, saying, “I need to ask 
you to be patient. LRT is to provide 
an alternative to reduce road traf-
fic and traffic jams. We need time. 
A couple of years ago everyone 
wanted the LRT but now you call 

it a ‘White Elephant.’ We need to 
be patient to see the results in the 
future. This is a long-term project 
and investment.”

GOV’T TO TAKE OVER 
SOME DUTIES BY 2024

Confirmed in yesterday’s AL 
session was also the intention of 
the government to take over some 
of the operational duties of the 
LRT which are currently under a 
concession contract signed with 
Hong Kong’s Mass Transit Railway 
(MTR) company, due to expire in 
2024.

Questioned on the topic, Rosá-
rio said, “After the contract from 
MTR is finished, there will be a 
part of the services’ operation that 
will be done by us. This I can assu-
re you. We will not give it to a third 
party to manage anymore. This 
is the reason why we have been 
training local staff, to be able to 
perform these [duties] soon.”
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Lawmakers seek responsibility for 
flooded vehicles in public car parks
RENATO MARQUES

A
N initial inquiry from 
lawmaker Angela 
Leong prompted dis-
cussion over the res-

ponsibility for damage caused by 
floodwater on cars legally parked 
in public car parks.

In the inquiry, Leong asked 
the government about the lack 
of uniform enforcement of rules 
in some car parks during severe 
weather.

Leong explained that in some 
public underground car parks 
there is no timely placement of 
flood barriers and sandbags to 
avoid floodwater invading the 
car park, causing damage to nu-
merous vehicles as recently oc-
curred during heavy rainfall in 
the car park of Ferreira do Ama-
ral Square.

In response, Secretary for 
Transport and Public Works, Rai-
mundo do Rosário said that in 
some situations there is insuffi-
cient time for the car park staff to 
perform the necessary tasks.

When asked about the car 
parks’ management companies 

shirking responsibility in dealing 
with the damage, Rosário said 
that “parking either in the car 
parks or on the streets is the same 
thing. If outside, and a tree or 
some other object falls on the car, 
it is the same, but we can’t attribu-
te responsibilities to anyone. It’s 
an unfortunate thing. […] This is 
the principle. To park cars in pu-
blic car parks is no different from 
parking them in the street.”

This opinion did not gather 
consensus within the hemicycle, 

with several lawmakers expres-
sing their disagreement with such 
a statement.

Leong Sun Iok was one of tho-
se calling for an amendment to 
the regulation of the facilities to 
“correct the flaw that allows the 
management companies to avoid 
responsibilities in cases of force 
majeure.” He added, “I can’t agree 
that parking in public car parks or 
in the streets is the same. These 
are different things and we know 
that if the companies assemble 

the barriers as they should, this 
can save the assets of residents. 
I think there is space to improve 
these rules.” Leong thus called for 
a mechanism to alert drivers of 
potential flooding in car parks.

Another lawmaker, José Pe-
reira Coutinho, voiced the belief 
that there is a significant diffe-
rence between Rosário’s exam-
ple of parking on the street or in 
a car park, explaining that when 
people enter a car park, there is a 
“contract with the parking com-

pany to secure the cars.”Mentio-
ning again the case at Ferreira do 
Amaral Square parking, Pereira 
Coutinho said he disagreed by 
saying that the reports of the inci-
dent issued by the management 
company are not public and only 
the government has access to the 
conclusions.

Mak Soi Kun took a very dif-
ferent approach, justifying the 
floods as divine punishment for a 
lack of environmental protection.

“Rain and floods are a punish-
ment from God to us since we are 
not protecting the environment,” 
he said, adding that to prevent 
damages people should contract 
insurance agencies instead of 
trying to appeal to car park ma-
nagement companies.

The lawmaker also voiced his 
lack of support for Leong’s sug-
gestion of a warning mechanism 
for car owners, explaining that 
such a warning would not come 
in time and could cause even 
more severe damage as people 
could lose their lives while at-
tempting to save their cars. He 
recalled such occurrences during 
Typhoon Hato in 2017.

The government supported 
Mak’s opinion, noting that a war-
ning to people would potentially 
cause more harm than good, ad-
ding that there are extreme and 
rare cases which are impossible 
to predict, and that people shou-
ld individually assume responsi-
bilities for the damage.
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A prominent Hong 
Kong singer and pro-

-democracy activist was 
arrested by the city’s an-
ti-corruption watchdog 
yesterday over accusa-
tions that he broke the 
law by singing at a poli-
tical rally three years ago.

The arrest of Anthony 
Wong in the latest official 
move against those who 
had been pushing for 
greater democracy in the 
semiautonomous Chine-
se territory.

Hong Kong’s Indepen-
dent Commission Against 
Corruption said Wong 
performed two songs at 
the 2018 rally and urged 
attendees to vote for pro-
-democracy candidate Au 
Nok-hin in a legislative 
by-election.

The watchdog also 
charged Au, who won the 

CHINA’S manufacturing 
growth in July slowed 

to its lowest level in 15 
months as export demand 
weakened and factories 
coped with disruptions in 
supplies of raw materials 
and components, two sur-
veys found.

A monthly purchasing 
managers’ index relea-
sed by Caixin, a business 
magazine, declined to 
50.3 from June’s 51.3 on a 
100-point scale on which 
numbers above 50 show 
activity increasing. A se-
parate PMI issued by an 
industry group and the 
Chinese statistics agency 
fell to 50.4 from 50.9.

China rebounded re-
latively quickly from the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
but manufacturers have 
struggled as they wait for 
supply chains to return to 
pre-pandemic activity and 
foreign markets are hin-

election, in part for publi-
cizing the rally on social 
media and saying that 
Wong would be perfor-
ming.

The watchdog said in a 
statement that providing 
others with refreshmen-
ts and entertainment at 
an election event is “a 
corrupt conduct and a 
serious offence” and is 

dered by renewed disease 
outbreaks.

Caixin’s measure of new 
export orders fell to 50.3 
from June’s 51.3.

China’s economy ex-
panded by 7.9% over a 
year earlier in the three 
months ending in June, 
though that was magnified 
by comparison with early 
2020, when factories and 
shops closed to fight the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
Output rose 1.3% com-
pared with the previous 
quarter, up from the pre-
vious quarter’s 0.6% grow-

against the elections or-
dinance.

Local media reported 
that Wong was released 
on bail. Au, meanwhile, 
has been in jail since Mar-
ch. Au was one of the 47 
pro-democracy activists 
arrested for alleged sub-
version over an unofficial 
primary election they 
held last year. MDT/AP

th but one of the past de-
cade’s weakest readings.

Exports rose 32.2% in 
June over a year ago but 
the government warned 
that might weaken in the 
second half of the year.

“The latest survey rea-
dings reinforce our view 
that the economy will 
tread water during the se-
cond half of the year,” said 
Julian Evans-Pritchard 
of Capital Economics in 
a report. “It shouldn’t be 
cause for alarm given how 
strong activity has been 
recently.” MDT/AP

HONG KONG

Pop singer, activist arrested 
on corruption charge

PMI
July manufacturing weakens 
amid export weakness

ANALYSIS

Covid-19 origin probe must 
be in right direction
YANG HAN, HONG KONG

DETERMINING the origins of 
COVID-19 should be driven 

by science and solid facts, but the 
“lab leak “hypothesis should not 
be the focus of the investigation 
and politicizing the search won’t 
help, experts said.

“I don’t see any features in 
the (COVID) virus genome that 
do not occur in other coronavi-
ruses,” said Benjamin Neuman, 
chair of the Biological Sciences 
Department at Texas A&M Uni-
versity-Texarkana, in the United 
States.

He said some people have tried 
to use specific features of the SARS- 
CoV-2 spike gene as evidence that 
it is an artificial virus, but all the-
se features can also be found on 
other coronaviruses.

Neuman, a member of the in-
ternational committee that na-
med SARSCoV-2, the virus behind 
the COVID-19 pandemic, said 
the explanation that best fits the 
full set of data is that this new vi-
rus probably originated outside 
a laboratory in nature, like other 
known coronaviruses.

“I suppose it would be com-
forting, in a very human way, to 
be able to point to a person or an 
event that is responsible for all the 
misery of COVID-19, or any other 
virus for that matter,” said Neu-
man. “In stories, that sometimes 

happens, but not so much in na-
ture.”

In addition to the differences in 
the virus that have been the focus 
of many conspiracy theories, Neu-
man said, SARS-CoV-2 has hun-
dreds of other mutations scattered 
throughout its genome. “These 
other mutations are distributed in 
roughly the same way as we might 
find in any naturally occurring co-
ronavirus,” he told China Daily.å

“Without a time machine and 
possibly a magic wand, I don’t 
know how a reinvestigation would 
be able to turn up anything diffe-
rent,” Neuman said.

China has submitted a proposal 
to the World Health Organization 
for the second phase of the CO-
VID-19 origin study in an effort to 
support and coordinate with the 
organization in tracing the origins 
of the virus globally, Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Zhao Lijian said on 
Thursday.

A paper by 21 virologists, posted 
online in early June, reviewed the 
scientific evidence for the origin of 
the virus. It concluded that the vi-
rus’ origin is overwhelmingly likely 
to have been zoonotic, transferred 
from an animal source to human 
infections, and that there is zero 

evidence for a laboratory origin.
Lead author Edward Holmes, 

an evolutionary biologist and viro-
logist at the University of Sydney, 
said careful and critical analysis of 
the available data provided no evi-
dence that SARS-CoV-2 originated 
in a laboratory.

The paper said that focusing 
on a highly improbable lab origin 
distracts from the most urgent 
scientific tasks to “comprehensi-
vely investigate the zoonotic origin 
through collaborative and care-
fully coordinated studies”.

Though there is no strong evi-
dence yet on the origin of CO-

VID-19, there are many studies 
and publications on bat corona-
virus related to SARS-CoV-2, said 
Alongkorn Amonsin, director of 
the Center of Excellence for Emer-
ging and reemerging Infectious 
Diseases in Animals at Chulalon-
gkorn University in Bangkok.

Alongkorn said that more re-
search needs to be done on the 
pre-COVID exposure in animal, 
wildlife and human populations 
to discover the novel coronavirus’ 
origin.

Neuman, from Texas A&M, said 
it is very important to find the very 
close relatives of SARS-CoV-2.

“The closest that we have are a 
couple of bat viruses that are each 
around a thousand mutations di-
fferent from SARS-CoV-2,” said 
Neuman, who added the differen-
ces could represent perhaps 50 to 
100 years of evolutionary distan-
ce. “I think there are, somewhere 
in nature, more viruses similar to 
this,” he said.

The most important issue for 
dealing with the pandemic now 
is vaccination, because more va-
riants have emerged, said Obli 
Rajendran Vinodh Kumar, senior 
scientist at the ICAR-Indian Vete-
rinary Research Institute’s Division 
of Epidemiology.

China has repeatedly expressed 
opposition to attempts by some 
Western powers, particularly the 
United States, to politicize the vi-
rus origin probe by targeting a 
Wuhan research facility.

Beijing’s position has been en-
dorsed by many nations, with do-
zens of them recently writing to 
the WHO to denounce attempts at 
politicization of the issue and dis-
tortion of facts. CHINA DAILY

Hong Kong singer Anthony Wong Yiu-ming
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ASEAN diplomats discussing 
crisis envoy, aid to Myanmar

PAKISTAN

Police say polio team attacked, policeman killed
RIAZ KHAN, PESHAWAR

GUNMEN yesterday 
shot and killed a po-

lice officer assigned to 
protect a polio vaccina-
tion team in northwestern 
Pakistan, an official said. It 
was the third attack in two 
days on Pakistani police-
men assigned to protect 
polio workers.

The deadly attack took 
place in the town of Ko-
lachi in the Dera Ismail 
Khan district. Officer Di-
lawar Khan was on his mo-
torcycle, heading to escort 
polio workers taking part 
in a nationwide campaign 
aimed at making Pakistan 

a polio-free state. 
The gunmen fled the 

scene and a police search 
is underway, according to 

Mohammad Aslam, a local 
police official.

Pakistani militants of-
ten target polio teams and 

police assigned to protect 
them, claiming the vac-
cination campaigns are a 
Western conspiracy to ste-
rilize children.

Two attacks targeted 
police working with po-
lio teams on Sunday. In 
Peshawar, the capital of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pro-
vince, gunmen killed a po-
liceman returning home 
after security duty with 
polio workers. And a road-
side bomb went off near a 
police van escorting a po-
lio vaccination team in the 
district of South Waziris-
tan, wounding an officer.

None of the medics on 
the polio teams were hurt 

in these attacks. No one 
immediately claimed res-
ponsibility for any of the 
attacks.

Pakistan and neighbo-
ring Afghanistan are the 
only two remaining coun-
tries in the world where 
polio is endemic, after Ni-
geria was last year decla-
red free of the virus.

Last week, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan’s govern-
ment launched another 
polio vaccination drive in 
an effort to eradicate the 
crippling disease by the 
end of the year. According 
to authorities, as many as 
23.6 million children are 
to be vaccinated in this la-

test anti-polio drive.
On Sunday, Aimal 

Khan, a spokesman for 
the anti-polio program in 
northwestern Pakistan, 
said the vaccination effort 
would continue despite 
the challenges with some 
17,000 trained workers 
going home to home to 
administer the vaccines in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa pro-
vince. 

According to Shahzad 
Baig, who leads the an-
ti-polio effort, there has 
only been one reported 
case of polio so far in 
2021 in Pakistan, compa-
red to 66 during the same 
time last year. Yesterday, 
Baig appealed on the pa-
rents to get their children 
vaccinated to protect 
them from the crippling 
disease. MDT/AP

JIM GOMEZ, MANILA

S
OUTHEAST Asia’s top 
diplomats were meeting 
yesterday to appoint a 
special envoy to help 

deal with the political crisis and 
violence gripping Myanmar 
and finalize an emergency plan 
to help control a coronavirus 
outbreak that many fear is spi-
raling out of control in the mi-
litary-ruled nation.

The foreign ministers of the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations were also expected 
to announce after their video 
meeting some progress in four 
years of painstakingly slow ne-
gotiations with China to craft 
a nonaggression pact aimed at 
preventing conflict in the dis-
puted South China Sea. 

The 10-nation bloc, fre-
quently dismissed by critics 
as an ineffective talk shop, 
has been under increasing 
international pressure to act 
on the troubles unfolding in 
Myanmar, an ASEAN member 
where the military in February 
toppled the elected govern-
ment of Aung San Suu Kyi. The 
grouping, however, is hams-
trung by its policy of noninter-
ference in the domestic affairs 
of member nations as well as 
its requirement to reach a con-
sensus among members.

In yesterday’s online mee-
ting the ministers were to de-
cide who among at least three 
nominees from Thailand, Indo-
nesia and Malaysia should be 
designated as the bloc’s special 
envoy to try to broker a settle-
ment between the country’s 
ruling generals and rival par-
ties led by Suu Kyi, a Southeast 
Asian diplomat told the Asso-
ciated Press. 

Myanmar prefers the can-
didate from Thailand, former 
Thai ambassador to Yangon Vi-
rasakdi Futrakul, but it remains 
uncertain when its military lea-

ders would decide to accept the 
envoy and if access to Suu Kyi, 
who has been detained with 
other political leaders and put 
on trial for a slew of charges, 
would be granted, said the di-
plomat, who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because of 
lack of authority to discuss the 
issue publicly.

More than 900 people have 
been killed by Myanmar autho-
rities since the February takeo-
ver, according to a tally kept 
by the independent Assistance 
Association for Political Priso-
ners. Casualties are also rising 
among the military and police 

as armed resistance grows in 
both urban and rural areas.

ASEAN leaders met in the 
Indonesian capital of Jakarta 
in April and called for an end 
to the violence and the start of 
a dialogue among contending 
parties to be mediated by an 
ASEAN envoy.

On Sunday, Myanmar’s mi-
litary leader Min Aung Hlaing 
repeated his pledge to hold 
fresh elections in two years 
and cooperate with ASEAN on 
finding a political solution. He 
said without elaborating that 
Myanmar “is ready to work on 
ASEAN cooperation within the 

ASEAN framework, including 
the dialogue with the ASEAN 
special envoy in Myanmar.”

Myanmar’s troubles have 
deepened with its worst sur-
ge of the pandemic, which 
has overwhelmed its crippled 
health care system. Limits on 
oxygen sales have led to wi-
despread allegations that the 
military is directing supplies 
to government supporters and 
military-run hospitals.

The ASEAN ministers were 
to looking to finalize a plan to 
bring in medicine and medical 
equipment to Myanmar throu-
gh the regional bloc’s disaster-

-response center with the mili-
tary leaders’ approval. 

Greg Poling, an analyst on 
Southeast Asia for the Center 
for Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington, said it’s 
critical for ASEAN to gain hu-
manitarian access in Myanmar 
but added that the aid would 
not automatically mean the 
military leaders would accede 
to the bloc’s political demands. 

“ASEAN has no leverage with 
the junta,” Poling said.

In addition to Myanmar, 
the other ASEAN members are 
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, the Philippi-
nes, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam. The ministerial mee-
tings this week include the 
ASEAN Regional Forum, a se-
curity conference where North 
Korea attends along with the 
United States, China, Russia, 
Japan and South Korea.

On the South China Sea 
disputes, ASEAN ministers 
are expected to announce the 
completion of the preamble 
of a “code of conduct” that the 
bloc has been negotiating with 
China since 2017, according 
to two other Southeast Asian 
diplomats who also spoke on 
condition of anonymity becau-
se they were not authorized to 
speak publicly.

The preamble calls for adhe-
rence to international law, said 
the diplomats, who expect the 
next round of talks to be stormy 
as rival claimants China, Taiwan 
and ASEAN members Brunei, 
Malaysia, the Philippines and 
Vietnam tackle the most con-
tentious issues. MDT/AP

A police officer stand guard while a health worker administers a 
polio vaccine to a child in Peshawar
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A weather station in Leicestershire has recorded 
the highest temperature ever known in Britain.

The figure of 37.1C, or 99F, recorded at a wea-
ther station in Nailstone, Leicestershire, is 1 degree 
Fahrenheit higher than the previous record set in 
1911.

The new record has not been officially confirmed, 
weather experts have said it appears authentic.

Although the sweltering temperatures are being 
enjoyed by holidaymakers and sun seekers, they are 
not good news for everyone.

Fire crews are battling countryside fires in Nor-
th Yorkshire and more than 100 square miles (259 
square kilometres) of the Peak District National Park 
will be closed from midnight on Sunday to protect 
the moorland from careless visitors.

Penguins at Bristol zoo and a herd of rare pigs 
from Ludlow in Shropshire, are receiving daily cold 
showers of water to prevent them from dehydrating.

Many roads around the country are clogged as mo-
torists make their way to coastal resorts and some 
intercity trains will be running at reduced speeds be-
cause of possible distortion of the rails in the intense 
heat.

Reservoir levels are also falling but officials are 
confident that supplies are not yet at risk.

Mr Mike Carey, from the Water Services Associa-
tion, said: “Most people are still getting their full su-
pply of water without any restrictions at all.

“In fact, 46 million people have no restrictions of 
any sort at the moment.”

Courtesy BBC News

1990 UK temperatures reach 
              record high

In context

The record was broken on 10 August 2003 - first 
when 37.9C (100.2F) was recorded at Heathrow 
Airport, then later by a temperature of 38.1C 
(100.6F) in Gravesend, Kent.
Weather experts predict that over the next 80 
years temperatures could reach 40C.
Research is continually being carried out to try to 
establish why average global temperatures have 
risen significantly over the past century.
Reports suggest it is a combination of human ac-
tivity, solar activity and warmer oceans.

this day in history

TOKYO 2020

Activists say Belarus sprinter 
plans to seek asylum in Poland
GRAHAM DUNBAR, 
TOKYO

A 
Belarusian Olym-
pic sprinter plans 
to seek asylum in 
Poland after alle-

ging that officials tried to 
force her home from Japan 
and that she feared for her 
safety, an activist group 
said yesterday.

Athlete Krystsina Tsima-
nouskaya is applying for a 
visa at the Polish embas-
sy in Tokyo, according to 
Vadim Krivosheyev, of the 
Belarusian Sport Solida-
rity Foundation. He told 
The Associated Press that 
the group has bought her a 
plane ticket to Warsaw for 
Aug. 4.

The current stando-
ff apparently began after 
Tsimanouskaya criticized 
how officials were mana-
ging her team. Tsimanou-
skaya, who was due to run 
in the Olympic 200-meter 
heats yesterday, said on 
her Instagram account that 
she was put in the 4x400 
relay even though she has 
never raced the event.

Tsimanouskaya said in a 
filmed message distributed 
on social media that she 
was pressured by Belarus 
team officials and asked 
the International Olympic 
Committee for help.

“I was put under pres-
sure and they are trying to 

forcibly take me out of the 
country without my con-
sent,” the 24-year-old run-
ner said.

Belarus’ authoritarian 
government has engaged 
in a brutal crackdown on 
dissent after a presidential 
election a year ago trigge-
red a wave of unpreceden-
ted mass protests. Authori-
tarian President Alexander 
Lukashenko has relentles-
sly pursued dissidents, in-
cluding recently allegedly 
diverting a plane to Minsk 
to have one arrested. 

The sports foundation 
said government suppor-
ters targeted Tsimanou-
skaya, and the athlete con-
tacted the group for help.

“The campaign was 
quite serious and that was 
a clear signal that her life 
would be in danger in Be-
larus,” Alexander Opeikin, 
a spokesman for the BSSF, 
told the AP in an interview. 

Tsimanouskaya sum-
moned Japanese police at 
Haneda Airport and did 
not board a flight depar-
ting for Istanbul. Foreign 
ministry officials arrived 
later at the airport, Opeikin 
said.

Underscorign the se-
riousness of the allega-
tions, several groups and 
countries say they are hel-
ping the runner. Poland 
and the Czech Republic of-
fered help, and Japan’s Fo-

reign Ministry said it was 
working with the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee 
and the Tokyo Olympics 
organizers.

The IOC, which has 
been in dispute with the 
Belarus National Olympic 
Committee ahead of the 
Tokyo Games, said it had 
intervened.

“The IOC [...] is looking 
into the situation and has 
asked the NOC for clarifi-
cation,” it said in a state-
ment.

Many critics of Belarus’ 
government have fled to 
Poland. Deputy Foreign 
Minister Marcin Przydacz 
said on Twitter that Tsima-
nouskaya has been offered 
a “humanitarian visa and 
is free to pursue her spor-
ting career in Poland if she 
so chooses.” 

Czech Foreign Minis-
ter Jakub Kulhanek also 
tweeted that the Czech 
Republic has offered her 
asylum.

“If she decides to accept 
it, we’ll do our maximum 
to help her,” he wrote.

The Belarus National 
Olympic Committee has 
been led for more than 
25 years by President 
Lukashenko and his son, 
Viktor.

Both Lukashenkos are 
banned from the Tokyo 
Olympics by the IOC, whi-
ch investigated complaints 

from athletes that they fa-
ced reprisals and intimi-
dation in fallout from pro-
tests since last August after 
the country’s disputed pre-
sidential election.

A spokeswoman for the 
Belarus Olympic team did 
not respond to a request 
for comment.

In May, Belarussian au-
thorities were accused of 
diverting a passenger pla-
ne to Minsk in order to de-
tain journalist and activist 
Raman Pratasevich and his 
Russian girlfriend. 

The elder Lukashenko 
maintained that there was 
a bomb threat against the 
plane and that’s why a fi-
ghter jet was scrambled 
to force it to land, but Eu-
ropean Union leaders de-
nounced it as an act of air 
piracy.

Pratasevich, who ran 
a channel on a messa-
ging app used to organize 
demonstrations against 
Lukashenko’s rule, left his 
homeland in 2019 to try 
to escape the reach of the 
Belarusian KGB and ended 
up in Lithuania. 

Tsimanouskaya already 
competed for Belarus on 
the first day of track events 
Friday at the National Sta-
dium in Tokyo. She placed 
fourth in her first-round 
heat in the 100 meters, ti-
ming 11.47 seconds, and 
did not advance. MDT/AP

Krystsina Tsimanouskaya, of Belarus, is running away from persecution
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Novelist Waugh; 5- Sallow; 10- Inner layer of a quilt; 14- Church court; 

15- Norman Vincent ___; 16- “The Time Machine” race; 17- Graceful horse; 18- 
Give consent; 19- Barbie, e.g.; 20- Be unsuitable; 22- Name; 23- Satisfied sound; 
24- Droop, sink; 25- Dog of mixed breed; 29- Become less dark; 33- Bed down; 34- 
I’d hate to break up ___; 36- Commotion; 37- Excavate; 38- Remain; 39- Circle of 
flowers; 40- Superior to; 42- Chipper; 43- Stalks; 45- More than two; 47- Remain 
longer; 49- ___ Lingus; 50- Little, in Lille; 51- Distributed cards; 54- Acuity; 60- He 
played Ricky; 61- Shorthand taker; 62- Shrinking sea; 63- Torah holders; 64- Rodeo 
rope; 65- “Give that ____ cigar!”; 66- Baseball’s “Walking Man” Eddie; 67- Aquatic 
mammal; 68- News bit;
 
DOWN: 1- Composer Khachaturian; 2- Actress Singer; 3- JFK postings; 4- Garden 
vegetable; 5- Cochise, for one; 6- Utah lily; 7- Injure; 8- Gen. Robert ___; 9- Genealogy 
word; 10- Array; 11- Gobs; 12- Tribute; 13- 
One with a glazed look, perhaps; 21- 1994 
Costner role; 22- Playground game; 24- 
Web locale; 25- Windows predecessor; 
26- Martini garnish; 27- Israeli desert; 
28- Trademark; 29- Brought on; 30- Flat 
sign; 31- Plant problem; 32- Clangorous; 
35- Title of a knight; 38- On ___ with; 41- 
Pragmatic person; 43- Part of a process; 
44- Large sea wave; 46- Not emp.; 48- 
Turmoil; 51- June 6, 1944; 52- Architect 
Saarinen; 53- Requests; 54- Editor’s note; 
55- Warmth; 56- Poker pot starter; 57- 
Quod ___ demonstrandum; 58- All there; 
59- Close with force; 61- B’way hit sign;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
The universe has been pushing you 
to become painfully clear about 
your direction. Today’s skies double 
down on that narrative, as messenger 
Mercury locks into an unsettling 
encounter with breakthrough Uranus.

Apr. 20-May. 20
It’s not always easy for you to let 
your feelings flow freely. Today’s 
skies loosen you up emotionally, 
as the mentally-sharp Gemini 
moon squares off with your 
ruling planet, lover Venus. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Tend to your own wellbeing 
beneath Today’s skies, Gemini. 
The nurturing moon saunters 
into your sign, sending its 
supportive focus towards your 
health and physical body. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Messenger Mercury’s bold 
square with erratic Uranus 
helps you have breakthrough 
conversations among outgrown 
friendships or community 
connections.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
It’s no surprise to you that your 
career has been in a state of  
flux, Leo. You’ve been carving 
a path forward, regardless 
of  the resistance you’ve been 
facing. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
As a Virgo, you’re born with a 
mind that runs a mile a minute. 
You may feel as if  your brain is 
operating on overdrive today, as 
your ruling planet, story-telling 
Mercury.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
The universe is pushing you to 
explore new terrain in your close 
relationships. That narrative is 
pushed further along today, as 
mental Mercury squares off with 
change-demanding Uranus.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
This time of  year has you pushing 
ahead tirelessly. Embrace the 
moment away from the noise 
today, as the thoughtful Gemini 
moon squares off with bond-
building Venus. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Messenger Mercury’s squabble 
with electric Uranus pushes you 
to break the mold and mix it up. 
How are you to enjoy the dream 
of  greener pastures if  you keep 
playing it safe on fake grass?

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You’re ready to hit the ground 
running today. You’re likely 
to wrestle with some tension 
between your day job and dream 
job, as the giddy Gemini moon 
squares off with irritable Mars.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Today’s skies summon you 
homeward, Pisces. The moon 
drifts through mentally-sharp 
Gemini, turning your attention 
towards family connections and 
the state of  your living space. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Look to your close relationships 
today. Important conversations and 
changes of  plan in that arena are 
required for forward movement, 
as mental Mercury squares off with 
electric Uranus today.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
Melco holds patriotic music session

Sheraton Grand Macao in-
vites guests to celebrate the 
summer season in style with 
the  ‘Stay and Dine’  hotel pa-
ckage available for stays from 
now until September 30, 
2021. 

The ‘Stay and Dine’ hotel pa-

To celebrate the 100th anni-
versary of the founding of the 
Communist Party of China, 
Melco Resorts & Entertain-
ment recently hosted a pa-
triotic music session as part 
of its  “Splendors of China 
Passport” program. Melco 

Sheraton launches ‘Stay and Dine’ promo for summer season
ton Grand Macao’s new food 
and beverage restaurant loca-
ted at The Shakespeare’s Hall 
which brings together three 
dining experiences under one 
roof. Guests can relish an ar-
ray of British-inspired cuisine 
at Three Bottles, authentic 
Cantonese fare at Chaan and 
sweet delights at The Sweet 
Shop, as well as a Tea Room 
for guests to enjoy grab-and-
-go from breakfast till late.

Daniella Tonetto, general 
manager of Sales & Marketing 
for Sheraton Grand Macao, 
said the ‘Stay and Dine’ packa-
ge includes “attractive benefi-
ts which encourages families 
and friends to gather together 
especially over a wholesome 
meal at The Conservatory.”

history and culture to more 
than 70 management and 
non-management colleagues 
through patriotic songs. 

The session discussed the 
lyrics, poems and composi-
tions of patriotic melodies 
to “explore various eras and 
historical milestones of the 
Communist Party of China’s 
100-year history.” Songs in-
troduced included, among 
others, “My Country, My Peo-
ple”, “The Pearl of the Orient” 
and “Ode to Red Flag”.

According to data from Mel-
co, to date, more than 3,500 
colleagues have participated 
in online courses, over 5,300 
colleagues have attended se-
minars to learn about national 
conditions,

ckage includes a one-night 
stay in a Deluxe king or twin 
room, HKD500 dining credit 
to spend at The Conserva-
tory and a complimentary 
digital photo of the Black Cap 
Escape.

The Conservatory is Shera-

invited  Professor Xu Qing, a 
former associate professor 
of the People’s Liberation 
Army Academy of Art and 
Head Artistic Judge of Melco 
Star Youth Talent Competi-
tion 2021, to advocate a bet-
ter understanding of Chinese 

DIGITAL payments com-
pany Square Inc. says it has 

agreed to acquire Afterpay, whi-
ch provides a “buy now, pay la-
ter’’ option for merchants, in an 
all-stock deal valued at about 
$29 billion.

Square allows retailers to 
process credit card transactions 
using devices that plug into ta-
blets or smartphones. The San 
Francisco-based company said 
Sunday it plans to integrate 
Afterpay into its services, ena-
bling merchants to offer cus-
tomers the option to pay for 
goods later without relying on a 
credit card. Afterpay users wou-
ld be able to manage their ins-
tallment payments directly in 
Square’s cash app.

“Square and Afterpay have a 
shared purpose,” Square CEO 
Jack Dorsey said in a statement.

Some 70 million people use 
Square’s cash app. As of June 
30, Afterpay was serving more 
than 16 million users and near-
ly 100,000 merchants, including 
major retailers, the company 
said.

Installment plans are popu-
lar with retailers because they 
encourage customers to spend 
more money. And they enab-
le customers with insufficient 
funds or credit at the time of 
purchase to walk out of a store 
with the item they want. Pay-
ments are made in multiple 
installments over time, without 
interest — unless customers 
are late, in which case additio-
nal fees or interest may kick in. 
MDT/AP

Square 
to buy 
installment 
payment firm 
Afterpay in 
$29b deal

JONATHAN LANDRUM JR., 
LOS ANGELES

DESPITE growing concerns 
over the delta variant, “Jun-

gle Cruise” still drew moviegoers 
out to theaters during the film’s 
opening weekend to sail atop the 
North American box office.

The Disney film starring 
Dwayne Johnson and Emily 
Blunt exceeded expectations 
by pulling in more than $34.1 
million over the weekend. The 
adventure movie was estimated 
to open with around $25 million 
to $30 million domestically, but 
it outpaced those numbers des-
pite the surge in the coronavirus 
cases.

Globally, “Jungle Cruise” 
brought in a total of $90 million, 
including $27.6 million in the in-
ternational box office and more 
than $30 million from Disney 
Plus. 

“In this pandemic-challenged 
market place, it overperformed,” 
said Paul Dergarabedian, the 
senior media analyst for Coms-
core. “It didn’t really seem like 
the streaming component hurt 
the box office in any significant 
way. The movie theater is still 
showing its resilience and appeal 
to moviegoers despite the fact 
that there’s so much news every-
day, most of it not moving in the 
right direction, in terms of the 
pandemic.” 

“Jungle Cruise” also earned 
five times more than “The Green 
Knight,” which came in at No. 
2 with $6.78 million. The A24 
film starring Dev Patel barely 
edged M. Night Shyamalan’s 
“Old,” which had $6.76 million 
after scoring the top spot last 
weekend.

“Black Widow” placed four-
th after a past week of turmoil 
between Disney and the film’s 
lead, Scarlett Johansson. The ac-
tor sued the studio over the film’s 
streaming release, which she said 
breached her contract and depri-
ved her of potential earnings.

Disney responded to Johans-
son’s claim saying she received 
$20 million in compensation 
and that she benefited from Dis-
ney Plus’ revenue. 

Matt Damon’s “Stillwater” 
opened at No. 5 with $5.1 million 
but faced criticism as well. 
The drama film was blasted by 
Amanda Knox, who spoke out 
last week about her name being 
associated with the new movie, 
saying any connection rips off 
her story without her consent at 
the “expense of my reputation.” 

Knox called out the film’s di-
rector Tom McCarthy in a series 
of tweets for using her name to 
promote the movie. 

“Space Jam: A New Legacy” 

has progressively dropped to 
No. 6 after going No. 1 two weeks 
ago. “Snake Eyes” fell to seventh 
after the film starring Henry Gol-
ding as the warrior-in-training 
debuted No. 2 last week. 

“F9: The Fast Saga” placed ei-
ghth at the box office. The film 
pulled in $2.6 million and tota-
led more than $168 million do-
mestically after six weeks.

“Escape Room: Tournament 
of Champions” and “The Boss 
Baby: Family Business” rounded 
out the top 10. 

Dergarabedian wondered 
how the news on coronavirus 
cases would affect moviegoers’ 
decision to watch films at thea-
ters. He thinks the appeal of the 
film like “Suicide Squad” — ope-
ning domestically on Aug. 6 in 
theaters and streamed on HBO 
Max — will play a role whether 
they go or not.

“If people feel comfortab-
le and safe, and adhere to the 
protocols, I think we could see 

a good number on that mo-
vie, even though its available 
at home,” Dergarabedian said. 
“This market is being driven by 
the product.”

ENTERTAINMENT

‘Jungle Cruise’ sails atop box 
office despite Covid concerns

A scene from “Jungle Cruise”

1. “Jungle Cruise,” $34.1m
2. “The Green Knight,” $6.78m
3. “Old,” $6.76m
4. “Black Widow,” $6.4m
5. “Stillwater,” $5.1m
6. “Space Jam: A New Legacy,” $4.2m
7. “Snake Eyes,” $4m
8. “F9: The Fast Saga,” $2.6m
9. “Escape Room: Tournament 
      of Champions,” $2.2m
10. “The Boss Baby: Family 
          Business,” $1.3m

Note: Estimated ticket sales for 
Friday through Sunday at U.S. and 
Canadian theaters, according to 
Comscore. Where available, the 
latest international numbers for 
Friday through Sunday are also 
included. 

Box Office
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EDDIE PELLS, TOKYO

T
HE 100 meters 
at the Olympics 
is the event that 
turns sprinters 

into kings: Jesse Owens, 
Carl Lewis, Usain Bolt. 

On one of the most 
unusual nights the sport 
has ever seen, fans, ex-
perts, and even the racers 
themselves needed a li-
neup card. 

The race that has long 
defined Olympic royalty 
went to a Texas-born Ita-
lian who hadn’t cracked 
10 seconds until this year. 
He’s a 26-year-old whose 
best days before this came 
in the long jump. He’s a 
man even the runner in 
the next lane didn’t really 
know. 

At the Tokyo Olympics, 
Marcell Jacobs is The Wor-
ld’s Fastest Man.

“I think I need four or 
five years to realize and 
understand what’s happe-
ning,” Jacobs said.

The Italian crossed the 
line in 9.8 seconds yes-
terday night to capture 
the first 100-meter medal 
ever for the country be-
tter known for its soccer 
prowess. Pietro Mennea 
won the 200 at the 1980 
Olympics in Moscow and 
Livio Berruti won that 
race at the 1960 Games in 
Rome. 

Even in a contest with 
no clear favorites — Ame-
rican Ronnie Baker was a 
candidate and China’s Su 
Bingtian ran a shocking 
9.83 in the semis — Jacobs 
came from nowhere. 

He topped America’s 
Fred Kerley, a 400-meter 
runner who moved down 
in distance because he 
saw a medal chance, and 
Canada’s Andre DeGras-
se, who adds another 
100-meter bronze to the 
one he won Rio.

Kerley finished second 
in 9.84 and DeGrasse was 
next at 9.89.

“I really don’t know 
anything about him,” Ker-
ley said of the new gold 
medalist. “He did a fan-
tastic job.”

Jacobs’ path was made 
that much clearer becau-
se of who wasn’t in the 
race. The reigning world 
champion, Christian Co-
leman, is serving a ban 
for missed doping tests. 
The world leader in 2021 
and the favorite to win the 
gold, Trayvon Bromell, di-
dn’t make it out of the se-
mifinals. 

Bolt, who has comman-
deered the Olympic and 
every other sprint stage 
since 2008, is retired. 

He was a sure thing in 
all nine Olympic sprints 
he ran from the Beijing 
Games — a stretch of do-
minance that redefined 
track and field, but also 
left a gaping hole in the 
sport when he called it a 
career. 

“He changed athleti-
cs forever,” Jacobs said. 
“I’m the one who won the 
Olympics after him. That’s 
unbelievable. But drawing 
comparisons, I don’t think 
it’s the time now.”

Bolt’s world record is 
9.58. 

Before Sunday, Jacobs’ 
personal best was 9.95.

“I mean, 9.8 from the 
Italian guy?” DeGrasse 
said. “I didn’t expect that. 
I thought my main com-
petition would be the 
Americans.” 

Nope. The Italians.
Perhaps the only per-

son at the track who really 
knew the new champ was 
the man who hugged him 
after he crossed the finish 
line. That was Gianmarco 
Tamberi, the Italian high 
jumper who tied Qatari’s 
Mutaz Essa Barshim for 
gold.

Tamberi and Barshim 
ended their evening-
-long jump-fest in a dead 
heat — a rare result that 
appeared headed for a 
jump-off to decide gold 
and sliver. But after hu-
ddling with an official 
who told them two gold 
medals were possible, 
Barshim -- the two-time 
world champion who won 

silver in Rio and bronze in 
London - agreed to call it 
a tie for first. 

Bedlam ensued. 
Barshim ran up to 

the stands to celebrate. 
Tamberi covered his face 
with his hands and rolled 
on the ground. “I was in 
ecstasy,” he said. He was 
clearly a man looking for 
someone to hug. 

He found just the per-
son a few minutes later 
when Jacobs crossed the 
line first. Tamberi leaped 
into the broad-chested 
sprinter’s arms and curled 
his own arm around Jaco-
bs’ bald head.

“My heart was explo-
ding,” Tamberi said. 

Only a night before, 
they’d been sitting in Ja-
cobs’ tiny room in the 
Olympic village playing 
video games. 

“And we said, ‘Can you 
imagine if we win?”” Jaco-
bs said. “(We said) ‘No, no, 
no. It’s impossible. Don’t 
think this.’” 

Not long after the two 
golds were secure, Italy’s 
premier, Mario Draghi, 
stated the obvious — 
“You’re honoring Italy,” 
he said — and announced 
he’d be inviting the athle-
tes to his office, the Chigi 
Palace, when they return 
home.

Theirs was one of many 
beautiful moments on a 
most unusual Day 3 of the 
Olympic track meet. Ano-
ther highlight came from 
Venezuelan Yulimar Ro-
jas’ toppling of a 26-year-

-old world record in the 
triple jump. Her new mark 
is 51 feet, 5 inches.

Other vignettes didn’t 
involve medals. 

Luca Kozak tripped 

on a hurdle and looked 
over three lanes to see 
a Jamaican opponent, 
Yanique Thompson, had 
suffered the same fate. 
Kozak helped her back 
to her feet. 

Later, in the men’s 800 
semifinals,  American 
Isaiah Jewett got tangled 
up with Botswana’s Nijel 
Amos  and the two went 
tumbling to the ground. 
They helped each other 
up and jogged slowly to-
gether toward the finish 
line. 

“I don’t want any bad 
blood, because that’s 
what heroes do -- they 
show their humanity 
through who they are and 
show they’re good peo-
ple,” Jewett said. 

The day’s other gold 
medal went to Gong Li-
jao of China, who bested 
American Raven Saun-
ders of the United States. 

Saunders, who is Black 
and gay, wears an “Incre-

dible Hulk” mask when 
she competes, closed out 
the medals ceremony by 
lifting her arms above her 
head and forming an “X” 
with her wrists.

“It’s the intersection of 
where all people who are 
oppressed meet,” she ex-
plained.

All memorable. 
And then came the man 

hardly anybody knew.
Even though the run 

came in front of a nearly 
empty stadium, you could 
practically hear the col-
lective “Who?” echoing 
across the seats. From all 
places, that is, except for 
from the Italian contin-
gent. 

Quite an evening for Ja-
cobs, who was born in El 
Paso – the son of an Ame-
rican father and an Ita-
lian mother. The parents 
split when Jacobs was 6 
months old and he moved 
to Italy and never got to 
know his dad. MDT/AP

OLYMPICS | ATHLETICS 

Texas-born Italian sprints from 
unknown to Bolt’s successor

Lamont Jacobs, right, of Italy, wins the men’s 100-meter final
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Giant panda in French zoo 
gives birth to female twins

A giant panda on loan to France from China gave birth to two 
female twin cubs yesterday, a French zoo announced.

The Beauval Zoo, south of Paris, said the twins were born shortly 
after 1 a.m. They weigh 149 and 129 grams.

Their mother Huan Huan and father Yuan Zi are at Beauval on a 
10-year loan from China aimed at highlighting good ties with Fran-
ce. The twins are their second and third cubs after the first panda 
ever born in France, Yuan Meng, in 2017. 

“They are are very lively, pink and plump,” the zoo said in a state-

ment. “Huan Huan is taking care of them very well. She took them 
in her mouth to lick them and clean them. We can hear little cries.”

The cubs will not be named before 100 days. They will spend a 
few years in France before being sent to China, the zoo said.

Other nations in Europe also have giant pandas, including Aus-
tria, Britain, Belgium, Germany, the Netherlands, Spain and Fin-
land.

There are about 1,800 pandas living in the wild in China and 
about 500 in captivity worldwide.

OPINION
China Daily 
Editorial, China Daily

Germany Berlin police say 
a 49-year-old man has 
died after being detained 
by officers during protests 
against the German 
government’s anti-
coronavirus measures. 
Police said yesterday that 
the man had complained 
of tingling in his arm 
and chest while officers 
checked his ID in the 
capital’s Mitte district, 
where thousands of 
protesters had rallied 
despite an official ban on 
demonstrations.

Germany A German-
Italian woman has been 
charged with espionage 
on suspicion of being an 
informant for Chinese 
intelligence for several 
years, German prosecutors 
said yesterday. Federal 
prosecutors say Klara 
K. is the wife of another 
suspect, Dr. Klaus L., 
who was arrested on 
suspicion of espionage 
last month following an 
indictment that they filed 
at a Munich court in May. 
The indictment against 
Klara K. was also filed in 
May, prosecutors said 
yesterday. 

Turkey Firefighters were 
battling to control blazes 
that tore through forests 
near Turkey’s beach 
destinations for the sixth 
day running yesterday, 
as water-carrying planes 
from the European Union 
prepared to join the 
containment efforts. The 
fires burning in parched 
conditions and strong 
winds since Wednesday 
have left eight people 
dead and forced residents 
and tourists to flee 
vacation resorts in boats. 
Many villagers lost homes 
and farm animals while 
a thick yellow haze hung 
in the air in the affected 
regions.

UK opened its borders to 
fully vaccinated travelers 
from the U.S. and the 
European Union yesterday 
as travel industry leaders 
urged the government to 
further ease restrictions 
and allow people to 
enjoy the benefits of 
a successful Covid-19 
inoculation program. The 
new rules came into effect 
amid reports that Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson’s 
government may add a 
new category to Britain’s 
traffic light system of 
travel restrictions, a move 
industry officials say would 
make many people decide 
to stay home.
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First line of 
defense must 
be reinforced

The cluster of novel coronavirus in-
fections at Lukou International Airport 
in Nanjing, Jiangsu province, which has 
been the fuse for the outbreak of Delta 
variant infections across the country, 
has been attributed to the airport sta-
ff ’s failure to strictly follow COVID-19 
containment procedures.

And at a show in Zhangjiajie, Hunan 
province, where a number of tourists 
in the audience were infected and who 
then carried the virus to Beijing and 
several other places, there was little 
sign the pandemic was taken serious-
ly, either by the theater operator or the 
audience. That the people watching the 
show were allowed to sit next to each 
other was on its own a violation of stan-
dard pandemic protocols.

In the Sixth People’s Hospital of Zhen-
gzhou, the outbreak of intra-hospital 
cross-infections was believed to have 
to do with staff neglecting to observe 
pandemic prevention and control pro-
tocols amid panic caused by the floo-
dwaters that paralyzed parts of the city.

In Yangzhou, Jiangsu, many of the la-
test infections were traced to crowded 
mahjong joints, a favorite haunt for lo-
cal residents. By Monday, 15 provincial-
-level regions had reported confirmed 
or asymptomatic cases in the latest 
wave of infections, nearly equivalent 
to the total of the previous five months.

And the chains of infections are far 
from being cut off. In the 24 hours of 
Sunday, eight provinces reported 55 
confirmed local infections. The virus 
has spread at such speed that there is 
a prevailing feeling that unless a way 
can be found to suppress its current 
momentum, what was endured in the 
last nationwide round will need to be 
repeated.

Such fears are well-grounded. In the 
United States and several other coun-
tries where large-scale vaccination 
programs gave people considerable 
confidence to reopen and get back to 
normal life, local authorities, under 
pressure from substantial new upticks 
in infections, are reimposing restric-
tions such as mask-wearing. At home, 
neighborhood lockdowns have been 
put in place in more and more pla-
ces. In Beijing, where the infections 
still remain single digit, municipal au-
thorities have locked down a few nei-
ghborhoods, decided to upgrade con-
trol over the capital’s two international 
airports, and tightened entry and exit 
controls.

There is ample scientific evidence 
that the Delta variant of the virus is 
more infectious, which means more ef-
fective precautions are needed to stop 
its current spread. The first line of de-
fense and the most effective is conti-
nued vigilance, on both the collective 
and individual levels.

Hopefully, fear of the virus making a 
comeback will transform into renewed 
awareness of the importance of strictly 
implementing the prevention and con-
trol measures and maintaining perso-
nal safety protocols such as mask wea-
ring and social distancing, and through 
joint efforts we can prevent a large-sca-
le comeback of the virus.

SALLY HO, TOKYO

A surfer jumping in to 
translate for the ri-

val who’d just beaten him. 
High-jumping friends 
agreeing to share a gold 
medal rather than move to 
a tiebreaker. Two runners 
falling in a tangle of legs, 
then helping each other to 
the finish line.

In an extraordinary 
Olympic Games where 
mental health has been 
front and center, acts of kin-
dness are everywhere. The 
world’s most competitive 
athletes have been captu-
red showing gentleness and 
warmth to one another — 
celebrating, pep-talking, 
wiping away one another’s 
tears of disappointment.

Kanoa Igarashi of Japan 
was disappointed when he 
lost to Brazilian Italo Ferrei-
ra in their sport’s Olympic 
debut.

Not only did he blow his 
shot at gold on the beach he 
grew up surfing, he was also 
being taunted online by ra-
cist Brazilian trolls.

The Japanese-American 
surfer could have stewed 
in silence, but he instead 
deployed his knowledge 
of Portuguese, helping to 
translate a press conference 
question for Ferreira on the 
world stage.

The crowd giggled hea-
ring the cross-rival transla-
tion and an official thanked 
the silver medalist for the 
assist.

“Yes, thank you, Kanoa,” 
said a beaming Ferreira, 
who is learning English.

Days later, at the Olympic 

Stadium, Gianmarco Tam-
beri of Italy and Mutaz Bar-
shim of Qatar found them-
selves in a situation they’d 
talked about but never ex-
perienced — they were tied. 

Both high jumpers were 
perfect until the bar was 
set to the Olympic-record 
height of 2.39 meters. Each 
missed three times.

They could have gone to 
a jump-off, but instead de-
cided to share the gold.

“I know for a fact that 
for the performance I did, 
I deserve that gold. He did 
the same thing, so I know 
he deserved that gold,” Bar-
shim said. “This is beyond 
sport. This is the message 
we deliver to the young ge-
neration.”

After they decided, Tam-
beri slapped Barshim’s hand 
and jumped into his arms. 

“Sharing with a friend is 
even more beautiful,” Tam-
beri said. “It was just magi-
cal.”

Earlier, on the same tra-
ck, runners Isaiah Jewett of 
the U.S. and Nijel Amos of 
Botswana got tangled and 
fell during the 800-meter se-
mifinals. Rather than get an-
gry, they helped each other 
to their feet, put their arms 
around each other and fi-
nished together.

Many top athletes come 
to know each other perso-
nally from their time on the 
road, which can feel long, 
concentrated, and intense 
— marked by career mo-
ments that may be the best 
or worst of their lives. 

Those feelings have of-
ten been amplified at the 
pandemic-delayed Tokyo 

Games, where there is an 
unmistakable yearning for 
normalcy and, perhaps, a 
newfound appreciation for 
seeing familiar faces. 

Restrictions designed to 
prevent the spread of CO-
VID-19 have meant Olym-
pians can’t mingle the way 
they normally do.

After a hard-fought, 
three-set victory in the bea-
ch volleyball round-robin fi-
nal on Saturday at Shiokaze 
Park, Brazilian Rebecca Ca-
valcanti playfully poured a 
bottle of water on American 
Kelly Claes’ back as she did 
postgame interviews.

The U.S. team had just 
defeated Brazil but the 
winners laughed it off, ex-
plaining that they’re friends.

“I’m excited when qua-
rantine’s done so we can sit 
at the same table and go to 
dinner with them. But it’s 
kind of hard in a bubble be-
cause we have to be away,” 
said Sarah Sponcil, Claes’ 
teammate.

For fellow American Ca-
rissa Moore, the pandemic 
and its accompanying res-
trictions brought her closer 
with the other surfers. 

Moore had flown to Ja-
pan with the U.S. team 10 
days before the first heat, 
and soon adjusted to living 
in a home with the other 
surfers, including Caroline 
Marks, whom Moore consi-
dered the woman to beat. 

Moore said she didn’t 
know Marks well before the 
Tokyo Games but on the 
night she was crowned the 
winner and Marks came in 
fourth, her rival was the first 
to greet her. MDT/AP

At an extraordinary 
Olympics, acts of 
kindness abound
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Claire Michel of Belgium is assisted by Lotte Miller of Norway after the finish of the women’s individual 
triathlon competition at the Olympics on July 27


