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Japan’s “state of 
emergency” for curbing 
surging COVID-19 cases 
will continue through 
Sept. 12 rather than 
ending at the end of 
this month as initially 
planned, the government 
decided yesterday With 
the pandemic continuing 
to spread in the country, 
the emergency for Tokyo, 
Osaka, Okinawa, and 
three other regions which 
started in July would be 
prolonged and expanded. 

Indonesia’s most 
active volcano erupted 
yesterday with its biggest 
lava flow in months, 
sending a river of lava and 
searing gas clouds flowing 
3.5 kilometers down its 
slopes on the densely 
populated island of Java. 
The rumbling sound 
could be heard several 
kilometers away as Mount 
Merapi erupted, sending 
hot ash 600 meters into 
the sky. Ash blanketed 
nearby towns, but long-
established evacuation 
orders are in place near 
the volcano, and no 
casualties were reported.

Israel Air raid sirens 
sounded in southern 
Israel yesterday after a 
rocket was fired from 
the Gaza Strip, the first 
since the 11-day war 
between Israel and 
Palestinian militants in 
May. The Israeli military 
said in a statement 
that it identified one 
rocket launch that was 
intercepted by aerial 
defense batteries. 
Amateur video footage 
appeared to show the 
rocket being intercepted 
over the southern town 
of Sderot.
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GOV'T RELAXES RESTRICTIONS
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Pataca remains minor in int’l banking transactions
AT the end of the first 

half of this year, the 
pataca contributed to 
0.5% and 0.7% in Macau’s 
total international assets 
and total international lia-
bilities, the Monetary Au-
thority of Macao (AMCM) 
announced yesterday.

The Hong Kong dollar, 
the US dollar, the ren-
minbi and other foreign 
currencies accounted for 
31.2%, 42.5%, 21.0% and 
4.7% of total international 
assets respectively while 

their respective shares in 
total international liabi-
lities were 39.4%, 39.8%, 
16.9% and 3.3%.

At end-June 2021, the 
overall share of internatio-
nal assets in total banking 
assets increased to 86.2% 
from 85.5% at end-Mar-
ch 2021, while the share 
of international liabilities 
in total banking liabilities 
rose to 83.9% from 82.6%.

At end-June 2021, total 
international assets in-
creased by 8.7% from the 

previous quarter and by 
16.0% from the prior year 
to MOP2,176.5 billion 
(USD272.2 billion). As 
a major component of 
international assets, ex-
ternal non-bank loans 
advanced by 19.5% to 
MOP796.4 billion.

A 9.5% increase in to-
tal international liabilities 
from the previous quarter 
was recorded, and a 16.9% 
year-on-year increase was 
recorded, to MOP2,117.3 
billion (USD264.8 billion). 

Foreign currency deposi-
ts held by residents and 
the MSAR government in 
local banks continued to 
form a major component 
of international liabili-
ties. This type of deposits 
dropped by 3.4% year-on-
-year to MOP699.2 billion 
at end-June 2021.

The majority of exter-
nal assets and liabilities 
of the local banking sector 
were related to Asia and 
Europe, the AMCM ad-
ded. AL

Catholic 
churches to 
resume Masses

Catholic churches will 
reopen tomorrow, according 
to an announcement made 
by Bishop Stephen Lee. 
Mass centres in the diocese 
will resume public Masses, 
liturgies and gatherings 
after being closed for nearly 
two weeks due to the Delta 
cases in the city. Personnel 
in charge of religious houses 
and old age homes may 
allow the faithful to join 
their in-house liturgy as 
appropriate. The faithful 
are enjoined to participate 
in the liturgy in person as 
usual. However, they should 
present their health code 
and wear a mask during the 
Masses.

Taxable income 
amount 
announced for 
confirmation

The Financial Services 
Bureau has opened several 
channels for taxpayers 
to make enquiries about 
the M16 – Taxable Income 
Evaluation Notice for the 
year 2020, which states the 
taxpayer’s total monetary 
income in the year and the 
tax payable for the year. 
The bureau added that 
if the tax payer does not 
agree with the evaluation, 
they can file an appeal to 
the bureau by August 30. 
The M16 Notice can be 
accessed in person at the 
bureau’s public offices, 
using automatic kiosks 
or via the bureau’s online 
platform.

U-turn convenience 
encouraging helpers to 
change job: agency association
ANTHONY LAM

SOME migrant domestic hel-
pers are using the mainland-

-Macau U-turn convenience to 
change jobs, Ao Ieong Kuong Kao, 
president of the Macau Overseas 
Worker Employment Agency As-
sociation, disclosed.

He added that, with this con-
venience policy, some domestic 
helpers are even requesting to be 
dismissed by their employers so 
that they can find a better job.

Ao Ieong described the job 
market as messy, despite the fact 
that the policy has helped ease 
the city’s demand for non-resident 
domestic helpers.

There is a policy being enacted 
by mainland China that non-resi-
dent workers in Macau can apply 
for a Chinese visa after receiving 
two doses of the Sinopharm vacci-
ne. After their visas are approved, 
they will be allowed to cross the 
border to mainland China and re-
turn to Macau. 

Currently, foreigners are per-
mitted to enter Macau only under 
very restricted circumstances.

At the same time, a new law 
was passed in the parliament and 
since been enacted, prohibiting 
non-locals from seeking jobs in 
Macau. They must be physically 
outside the city when they parti-
cipate in the job-seeking process, 
such as job interviews.

When they come to Macau for 
vocational purposes, they must 

present a relevant endorsement 
to the immigration department 
when they apply for a work per-
mit.

Those entering Macau on a 
tourism visa will not hold the said 
endorsement.

Stressing the advantages of the 
visa policy, Ao Ieong disclosed that 
in reality, the market has become 
unpredictable. He said that many 
helpers would receive their vacci-
nations and prepare for the visa, 
so that when their employment 
contract ends, they can leave their 
current job immediately and look 
for other opportunities.

Those with a longer contract 

validity period may, Ao Ieong said, 
take advantage of this policy and 
ask for a raise. If their request is de-
nied, they will conduct themselves 
in a manner that invites dismissal.

Nedie Taberdo, president of 
the Green Philippines Migrant 
Workers Union in Macau, confir-
med that there are several domes-
tic helpers who are getting rid of 
their current employers.

“[They are mostly] getting rid 
of their current jobs due to exploi-
tation, such as being underpaid, 
overworking, no health insurance 
and a lot more,” Taberdo told the 
Times.  

She mentioned that seeking for 

domestic jobs is easier as those 
who went back home for vacation 
are not allowed to come back due 
to border restrictions. However, 
there are difficulties in getting le-
gally hired due to “the long pro-
cess.”

Meanwhile, Ao Ieong disclosed 
that some of them may not go via 
the legal route, but rather are likely 
to apply for an extension of their 
residential permit and work ille-
gally.

He explained that the reason 
behind the demand is because of 
the shortages seen in certain job 
areas, many of which are non-pro-
fessional, such as cleaning and 
security. These jobs are not popu-
lar among local residents and are 
also not attractive to mainland 
workers.

Compared with the average sa-
lary of MOP4,000 per month for 
domestic helpers, workers in the-
se aforementioned areas can earn 
as much as MOP9,000 per month.

To prevent this situation from 
occurring, Ao Ieong suggests the 
addition of a cool-down period to 
employment contracts, which will 
prevent outgoing non-resident 
workers from obtaining immedia-
te employment.

In addition, Ao Ieong suggested 
that the visa policy be updated to 
require visa applicants to receive 
both vaccination shots and pro-
vide an employment notice for a 
new job at the time of applying for 
the visa.
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Entertainment venues 
to resume operations 

COVID-19

New regulation requires doctors to report suspected cases
HONEY TSANG

THE Health Bureau 
(SSM) has implemen-

ted a new protocol, requi-
ring all doctors, including 
private practitioners, to 
make a declaration on 
a dedicated website af-
ter dealing with patients 
with fever or respiratory 
symptoms and who are 
suspected of contracting 
Covid-19. 

The new regulation, ef-
fective immediately since 
its announcement, is de-
signed to detect any hid-
den cases as early as possi-
ble, Tai Wa Hou, coordina-
tor of the Health Bureau’s 
Covid-19 Vaccination 
Operation, said yesterday. 

The measure will see 
all doctors across Macau 
evaluate patients who dis-
play symptoms like fever, 
cough, fatigue, sore throat, 
reduced sense of smell or 
taste, diarrhea and other 

related symptoms. The 
doctors are required to 
instruct the patient to un-
dergo or otherwise arran-
ge for Covid-19 testing for 
the affected patients. 

These patients will 
see their health code sta-
tus change from green to 
yellow. Tai said he is not 
certain whether a yellow 
code would discourage 
residents from seeking 
medical treatment. But he 
emphasized that residents 
should declare their symp-
toms honestly, which will 
also result in the color of 
the health code changed 
to yellow anyway. 

Tai added that doctors 
should arrange for testing 
of patients immediately 
if the clinics they work at 
have the capacity to do 
so. For those clinics that 
are unable to conduct im-
mediate on-site testing, 
doctors must instruct the 
patients to take the test 

within 24 hours after the 
appointment. 

The government will 
closely monitor whether 
patients with a yellow 
health code status after 
receiving medical services 
are tested within the re-
quired period. Their heal-
th code will remain yellow 
until they test negative. 

Those who conducted 
the test within 24 hou-
rs before the medical 
appointment will be gran-
ted an exemption. 

The government has 
divided the suspected ca-
ses into three categories: 
no epidemiological risk, 
slightly higher epidemio-
logical risk, and high epi-
demiological risk. 

For patients classi-
fied with presenting no 
epidemiological risks, 
their health code will be 
changed to yellow and 
they should conduct the 
test within one day on 

their own. 
Those with a slightly 

higher epidemiologi-
cal risk, including those 
with frontline facing oc-
cupations such as casino 
workers, restaurant staff 
and drivers, must conduct 
the test at one of designa-
ted testing centers as early 
as possible, without the 
need to make an appoint-
ment. 

Patients who present a 
high epidemiological risk, 
such as those who work 
at isolated wards, or who 
have had contact with 
confirmed cases, must go 
to a designated venue to 
conduct the test. They will 
not be allowed to leave un-
til they test negative.  

While these new mea-
sures pose additional in-
convenience to residents, 

Tai affirmed that they re-
present best practice to 
safeguard public health 
and provide reassurance 
to residents, especially 
taking into account the 
significant number of 
asymptomatic cases. 

To ensure a smooth 
operation, the SSM hosted 
two explanatory seminars 
for private doctors on Au-
gust 15 and 16. 

HONEY TSANG 

E
NTERTAINMENT ve-
nues and facilities can 
resume operations 
from tomorrow, Au-

gust 18, according to the go-
vernment’s scheduled lifting 
of Covid-19 pandemic-related 
mandates. The relaxation of 
restrictions was revealed yes-
terday, as the city had seen no 
new Covid-19 cases for 13 con-
secutive days. 

The Novel Coronavirus Res-
ponse and Coordination Cen-
tre’s decision to allow certain 
venues to resume full-swing 
operations was made after con-
sidering “the improvement in 
the epidemic situation in Ma-
cau.”The relaxed measures are 
intended to ensure “a gradual 
resumption of normal econo-
mic activities and normal life in 
the city.” 

Recreational venues permit-
ted to reopen include cinemas, 
theatres, indoor amusement 
parks, game centers, cyber-
cafes, billiard rooms, bowling 
centers, saunas, massage parlo-
rs, beauty salons, gyms, health 
clubs, karaoke lounges, bars, 
and more.

The facilities under the su-
pervision of the Education and 

Youth Development Bureau 
(DSEDJ) will also reopen from 
tomorrow onwards, with the 
exception of the Parenting Edu-
cation Center. 

Subsidized nurseries and so-
cial facilities under the Social 
Welfare Bureau will also resume 
services tomorrow. Visits to the 
elderly and rehabilitation cen-
ters will be reinstated as well.

Under the same guidelines, 
the public sports facilities and  
cultural facilities under the 
Cultural Affairs Bureau (IC) will 
reopen tomorrow as well. 

Following the city’s recording 
of four Delta cases on August 3, 
the government mandated the 
closure of these venues on Au-
gust 5. 

The government attributed 
the success in controlling the 
pandemic to the “cooperation 
of the public regarding the Go-
vernment’s epidemic-control 
measures, and the relentless 
efforts from the health, public 
security, and municipal affairs 
authorities.”

Despite the lifting of restric-
tions, the government has cal-
led on the public and owners 
of the recreational venues to 
continue to pay close attention 
to potential contagion risks and 
comply with anti-pandemic 

measures. 
The government also sugges-

ted that staff request patrons to 
display a valid health code be-
fore entering the premises. 

The Health Bureau (SSM) 
vows to closely monitor the 
pandemic situation and make 
appropriate adjustments as re-
quired. 

In addition, the Public Admi-
nistration Building at Rua Do 
Campo reopened yesterday, af-
ter being closed since August 12 
for sanitization due to  a confir-
med case visiting the building 
on July 29. 

LAWMAKER Ella Lei urged the government 
to enhance the city’s online health code 
system and address intermittent glitches in 
the system. In a written query submitted to 
the government, she called on authorities to 
provide the public with an explanation of the 
cause of frequent technical errors in the sys-
tem. On the first day of the previous three-
day mass Covid-19 test, the system was out 
of service for several hours, which contrib-
uted to confusion and saw many disgruntled 
residents lining up at testing centers. In 

addition to this incident, the system also saw 
several malfunctions in previous months.
In view of this, Lei pushed the government 
to enhance the system. She suggests the 
Macau government emulate the success of 
some mainland governments, which have 
set up a 5G health system at public transport 
stations to allow authorities to access each 
resident’s health information by scanning 
their identity cards.Lei stated that this tech-
nology could offer greater convenience for 
those who are not tech-savvy. 

Gov’t urged to fix health code glitches

Isolated zones slated to reopen

THE red and yellow zones will reopen from Au-
gust 18, provided that Macau sees no further 

confirmed cases over the coming days. The absence 
of any further confirmed cases will be seen as an in-
dication that the Covid-19 outbreak has been kept 
in check. 

The relaxation of measures was revealed by 
Leong Iek Hou, coordinator at the Center for Disea-
se Control and Prevention at yesterday’s Covid-19 
briefing. 

She added that if no cases are found today among 
those residing in red and yellow zones, close con-
tacts and secondary close contacts, the government 
will reopen the two zones on August 18. Today will 
mark 14 consecutive days since Macau has registe-

red a Covid-19 case and will meet the mainland’s 
precondition for lifting certain restrictions.

Tomorrow, residents in the affected areas will see 
their health code transform to green again if no fur-
ther cases are detected. 

So far, 2,435 people have undergone some form 
of medical observation after the emergence of the 
four confirmed cases on August 3. 

Of these, 78 have been classified as close con-
tacts, 699 as secondary close contacts, 164 people 
were classified with the red Yuekang code, and 
33 people had been to a red code zone. There are 
1,459 people who crossed paths with positive ca-
ses. Meanwhile, 286 people have been quaranti-
ned in the red code area. HT
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Construction worker dies from 
a fall at Galaxy, causes unknown 

CRIME

Romance scams continue, woman claims loss of MOP445,000
RENATO MARQUES

A 40-year-old woman 
currently living in Ma-

cau has reportedly lost 
MOP445,000 in a scam in-
volving an alleged virtual 
boyfriend, the Judiciary 
Police (PJ) reported yester-
day during the regular joint 
press conference of the po-
lice forces. 

According to the report, 
in early June this year, the 
woman met a man throu-
gh a social media platform 
who was said to be a physi-
cian working in Mali, West 
Africa.

After about one month 
of conversation through the 
platform, the man said that 
he wanted to retire and re-
locate to Macau to meet the 
woman.

He told her that he nee-
ded help with some money 
(MOP95,000) to process his 
retirement in Mali.

The woman agreed to 
help and transferred the 
amount to the account 

provided by him. After less 
than two weeks, the man 
contacted her again, saying 
that a war had started in 
Mali and the only way 
he could exit the country 
was by renting a private 
airplane. For this, he clai-
med he needed an extra 
MOP160,000.

The woman believed the 
story and once again trans-
ferred the money to a bank 
account.

On July 20, the man con-
tacted her again, informing 
her that he had been able to 
fly to Beijing, where he clai-
med he was calling from. He 
made several excuses to re-
quest large sums of money 
from the woman, this time 
asking for MOP300,000 to 
process a medical certifica-
te that would allow him to 
enter Macau.

The woman said that she 
did not have this sum avai-
lable but transferred half 
the amount (MOP150,000), 
hoping that it would help to 
solve the problem.

The calls for money did 
not cease there. A few days 
later, he contacted her 
again asking for another 
MOP200,000, claiming that 
he needed to pay for the 
private plane parking at the 
airport so he could finally 
depart to Macau.

Since she did not have 
any money anymore, she 
asked a friend for a loan of 
MOP40,000 that she then 
transferred to the man.

After this last transfer, 
she lost contact with the 
man. She realized only then 
that she had been involved 
in a scam and filed a com-
plaint with the PJ.

She said she had lost a 
total of MOP445,000.

The PJ is investigating 
the case but, like many 
other similar cases, it is un-
likely that the PJ will be able 
to locate any suspects.

In a separate and unre-
lated case also reported by 
the police force, the PJ said 
that a man had reported 
the loss of a total sum of 

RMB29,870 over a mobile 
application (app) that he 
installed under the recom-
mendation of a woman he 
met online.

The case, reported to the 
PJ on August 12, had oc-
curred a few weeks earlier 
when the 44-year-old man 
found a woman who said 
she would be able to pro-
vide him with a wide choi-

ce of young women who 
would provide sex services 
to him.

She then convinced him 
to download and install 
an app that he had to pay 
RMB38 in order to become 
a member of the group.

He later realized that the 
app included several ga-
mes that he could play to 
win money. He made seve-

ral investments of increa-
sing amounts of RMB588, 
RMB1,368, RMB3,888, and 
finally RMB13,988.

After that, he wanted to 
withdraw his earnings, but 
he was asked to pay an ad-
ditional fee of RMB10,000. 
He then lost contact with 
the people from the app, 
filling a case with PJ for 
fraud.

HONEY TSANG 

A 31-year-old male foreign 
construction worker has died 

after falling from a height of five 
floors at the construction site of 
Galaxy Macau Phase 3 yesterday 
morning. 

According to Judiciary Police 
(PJ), the man was previously en-
gaged to work on the electrical 
wirings on the ground floor at the 
site. 

The PJ learned from his super-
visor that the company had not 
assigned him to work at the loca-
tion of the incident, as the cons-
truction had already completed. 
The supervisor did not know why 
the worker was there. 

The fall resulted in heavy blee-
ding from the worker’s back, and 
he was certified deceased after at-
tempted resuscitation. 

An examination of the decea-
sed identified open fractures near 
the man’s wrists at the back, both 
elbows, and ankles. These inju-
ries, the PJ said, “were consistent 
with a fall from a height.” 

The man was found wearing a 
safety harness tied to his clothes. 
The cause of the incident requires 
further investigation. 

The case has been initially 
classified as a case of dead body 
discovery. The cause of death will 
later be determined following a 

forensic examination. 
After the accident, the Labour 

Affairs Bureau (DSAL) issued an 
official statement, expressing 
“great concern” over the accident. 

According to the document, 

the DSAL sent authorities to the 
construction site right after the in-
cident for follow-up, and has ban-
ned the contractor from engaging 
in works over two meters from the 
ground. 

In the release, the DSAL re-
minded all contractors of their 
workplace safety obligations and 
the need to formulate safety pro-
tocols for workers. They were also 
asked to ensure that staff comply 

with the relevant safety guidelines. 
The DSAL authorities will con-

duct an in-depth investigation to 
identify the cause of death and 
offer compensation and other re-
levant assistance in this case. 

“The bureau extends its dee-
pest condolences to the family of 
the deceased,” the statement said. 

This is not the first tragedy in-
volving death at the Galaxy. In 
March 2020, a scaffolding collap-
sed at the construction site of Ga-
laxy Macau Phase 3 killing three 
workers and injuring four more.

GEG PLEDGES FULL 
COOPERATION WITH GOV’T

In a statement issued last ni-
ght, a Galaxy Entertainment 
Group (GEG) representative said 
that the company has “promptly 
and fully cooperated with govern-
ment authorities to carry out res-
cue work and investigations and 
ensured that the related contrac-
tor will strictly abide by the guide-
lines issued by the Labour Affairs 
Bureau.”

The gaming operator also ple-
dged to continue working with 
the contractor to provide assis-
tance to the deceased worker’s 
family and handle any relevant 
compensation matters. 

“With regards to the accident 
that happened this morning, we 
would like to express our since-
re regrets, and extend our most 
heartfelt sympathies to the family 
members of the worker,” the re-
presentative wrote.

The group did not provide fur-
ther information as the case is still 
under police investigation.
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GAMING

Mass market wins drive Wynn 
revenue up 70.5% in H1
HONEY TSANG 

W
YNN Macau Limi-
ted’s total operating 
revenue increa-
sed by 70.5% from 

HKD3.97 billion in the first half 
(H1) of 2020 to HKD6.76 billion in 
H1 2021, predominantly driven by 
a surge in mass market table ga-
mes win at both Wynn Palace and 
Wynn Macau.

The group’s aggregate mass 
market table games win surged 
by 103.6% from HKD2.02 billion 
in H1 2020 to HKD4.11 billion in 
H1 2021. In a statement from the 
group, Wynn said this climb was 
driven by an “increase in business 
volumes of both Wynn Palace and 
Wynn Macau, with total mass 
market table drop up 130.2%, 
from HKD8.69 billion in H1 2020 
to HKD20.00 billion in H1 2021,” 
which was partially offset by a 
drop in mass market table games 
win percentage at both proper-
ties.

On the other hand, VIP ta-
ble games win increased from 

HKD1.72 billion in H1 2020 to 
HKD2.06 billion in H1 2021, up 
20.3% year-on-year, representing 
a relatively smaller increase when 
compared to that of the mass 
market. 

The aggregate gaming re-
venue of the group stood high 

at HKD5.27 billion (78% of the 
group’s total operating revenue) 
in H1 2021, when compared to 
HKD2.98 billion (75.1% of total 
operating revenue) during the 
first six months of last year.

For non-gaming revenue, in-
cluding rooms, food and beverage 

and retail and other revenue, the 
group also saw a 51.2% increase 
in net revenue, which rose from 
HKD0.99 billion (24.9% of total 
operating revenue) in H1 2020 to 
HKD1.49 billion (22% of total ope-
rating revenue) in H1 2021.

Overall, the net loss attributab-

le to owners of the group shrunk 
by 45% from HKD3.92 billion for 
H1 2020 to HKD2.16 billion for H1 
2021.

The adjusted earnings before 
interest, taxes, depreciation and 
amortization (EBITDA) for the 
group was HKD660 million in the 
first six months of 2021, represen-
ting a sharp improvement from 
the adjusted EBITDA loss of arou-
nd HKD1.40 billion in the same 
period last year. 

Echoing other casino opera-
tors’ worries, Wynn Macau also 
expressed concern about uncer-
tainties in the concession renewal 
or extension process, but “at this 
time believes that its conces-
sion will be renewed or extended 
beyond June 26, 2022.”

The group also noted that the 
unpredictable Covid-19 pande-
mic and ensuing containment 
measures “could continue to 
adversely impact our financial 
condition and operations.” The 
impact of this on the group’s bu-
siness “cannot be reasonably esti-
mated at this time.”

Despite the pandemic, the 
group has continued to design 
the second phase of Wynn Palace, 
featuring non-gaming amenities 
like event spaces, interactive en-
tertainment installations, food 
and beverage offerings, and ad-
ditional hotel rooms. The group 
aims to position the coming new 
attraction as “a unique world-
-class cultural destination.”
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HONG KONG
Authorities to 
tighten Covid-19 
quarantine on 
travelers from 
16 countries

China, France 
to recognize 
each other’s 
driving licenses

HONG Kong deci-
ded yesterday to 

tighten health quaran-
tine arrangements on 
inbound travelers from 
16 countries to fend 
off the more infectious 
Delta coronavirus va-
riant.

Effective from 12:00 
a.m. on Friday, travelers 
from 15 countries, in-
cluding the United Sta-
tes, France and Spain, 
will be required to be 
fully vaccinated and 
undergo a 21-day qua-
rantine upon arrival, 
according to a state-
ment of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative 
Region government.

Those countries will 
be upgraded from the 
medium-risk category 
to high risk.

Australia will be mo-
ved from low risk to 
medium risk so that 
non-vaccinated visi-
tors from the country 
have to undergo qua-
rantine for 21 days and 
those fully vaccinated 
will be quarantined for 

CHINA and Fran-
ce have signed an 

agreement allowing 
mutual recognition 
and exchanges of the 
two countries’ driving 
licenses, the Minis-
try of Public Security 
(MPS) said yesterday.

Under the deal, 
which will come into 
effect on Tuesday, 
China and France will 
allow holders of valid 
driving licenses issued 
by either authority to 
drive directly or ob-
tain driving permits 
without an additional 
test.

To be specific, peo-
ple staying in the other 
country for less than a 
year will have their dri-
ving licenses recogni-
zed in the destination 

14 days, or seven days 
with a positive antibo-
dy test.

The decision to tigh-
ten quarantine arran-
gements was to stren-
gthen the local barrier 
against the importation 
of the virus in view of 
the recent surge of in-
fections with the Delta 
variant overseas, the 
government spokes-
person said.

Meanwhile, Hong 
Kong reported three 
new imported CO-
VID-19 cases yesterday, 
taking the total tally to 
12,036. In the past 14 
days, a total of 46 ca-
ses have been reported, 
with one untraceable 
local infection and the 
rest imported.

Hong Kong’s vacci-
nated population con-
tinues to grow. Around 
3.73 million people, or 
54.8 percent of the eli-
gible population, have 
taken at least one shot of 
the vaccine, while arou-
nd 2.91 million are fully 
vaccinated. XINHUA

country, while those 
staying for more than 
a year can exchange 
their original licenses 
for local ones without 
separate tests.

Reciprocal treat-
ment will be applied to 
students who study in 
each other’s countries.

The agreement was 
signed to facilitate 
people’s travel by dri-
ving in the two coun-
tries, and further en-
courage bilateral trade 
cooperation and peo-
ple-to-people exchan-
ges, said the MPS.

China has mutually 
recognized driver’s licen-
ses with the United Arab 
Emirates UAE and Bel-
gium and inked such an 
agreement with Serbia. 
XINHUA

Official: Economic 
growth likely to slow 
due to virus, floods

Woman says China held her in a 
‘secret jail’ in Dubai, Beijing denies
A young Chinese woman 

says she was held for 
eight days at a Chinese-run 
secret detention facility in 
Dubai along with at least 
two Uyghurs. 

The woman, 26-year-old 
Wu Huan, was on the run 
to avoid extradition back to 
China because her fiancé 
was considered a Chinese 
dissident. Wu told The Asso-
ciated Press she was abduc-
ted from a hotel in Dubai 
and detained by Chinese 
officials at a villa converted 
into a jail, where she saw or 
heard two other prisoners, 
both Uyghurs. 

According to her, she was 
questioned and threatened 
in Chinese and forced to 
sign legal documents in-
criminating her fiancé for 

JOE MCDONALD, BEIJING

CHINA’S economic 
growth will soften this 

year due to summer floo-
ding and anti-coronavirus 
controls, an official said 
yesterday, after consumer 
sales and other activity 
weakened in July.

China’s economy still is 
in a “recovery trend” from 
last year’s pandemic-indu-
ced slowdown but is likely 
to weaken after a relatively 
strong first half, said Fu Lin-
ghui, a spokesman for the 
National Bureau of Statisti-
cs.

“This year’s main eco-
nomic growth trend will be 
‘low after high,’” Fu said at a 
news conference.

Fu gave no growth fore-
cast. Private sector forecas-
ters say the world’s secon-
d-largest economy easily 
should achieve 8% over last 
year’s depressed level.

Growth in July retail sales 
softened to 8.5% over a year 
earlier, below the consensus 
forecast of 10.9% and down 
from the previous month’s 
12.1%. Factory output grew 
6.4%, below the forecast of 
7.9%.

“Growth momentum 
weakened sharply,” said 
Louis Kuijs of Oxford Eco-
nomics in a report.

harassing her, she said. She 
was finally released on June 
8 and is now seeking asylum 
in the Netherlands.

The Associated Press 

The economy was dis-
rupted by unusually severe 
summer flooding that hit 
central China in July, killing 
more than 300 people in 
Henan province. More 
floods hit Hubei province to 
the south this month, killing 
at least 21 people.

Meanwhile, authorities 
have reimposed some tra-
vel and business controls to 
fight outbreaks of the coro-
navirus’s more contagious 
delta variant that began in 
late July. Some airline flights 
and train service have been 
canceled, most access to a 

was unable to confirm or 
disprove Wu’s account in-
dependently, and she could 
not pinpoint the exact loca-
tion of the black site. 

city of 1.5 million cut off and 
mass virus testing ordered 
in some areas.

“Given China’s ‘zero to-
lerance’ approach to Covid, 
future outbreaks will conti-
nue to pose significant risk 
to the outlook,” said Kuijs.

The government repor-
ted earlier that economic 
growth slowed to a still-
-strong 7.9% over a year 
earlier in the three mon-
ths ending in June, down 
from the previous quarter’s 
18.3%. Those figures were 
amplified by comparison 
with early 2020, when the 

Chinese Foreign Mi-
nistry spokesperson Hua 
Chunying said: “What I can 
tell you is that the situation 
the person talked about is 
not true.” Dubai did not 
respond to multiple phone 
calls and requests for com-
ment.

Yu-Jie Chen, an assistant 
professor at Taiwan’s Aca-
demia Sinica, said she had 
not heard of a Chinese se-
cret jail in Dubai, and such 
a facility in another country 
would be unusual. 

After Wu was released, 
she flew to Ukraine, where 
she was reunited with Wang. 
After threats from Chinese 
police that Wang could face 
extradition from Ukraine, 
the couple fled again to the 
Netherlands. MDT/AP

economy was shut down to 
fight the virus.

Output in the second 
quarter compared with the 
January-March period, the 
way other major economies 
are measured, was 1.3%, up 
from the previous quarter’s 
0.6% over late 2020.

Fu, the statistics official, 
expressed confidence the 
long-term outlook was still 
healthy.

“The economy will still 
maintain a stable recovery,” 
Fu said. “The quality of de-
velopment will continue to 
improve.” MDT/AP

Wu Huan speaks to the Associated Press reporters in Ukraine
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AFGHANISTAN

Chaos as thousands flee 
after Taliban takeover
AHMAD SEIR, KABUL

T
HOUSANDS of people 
packed into the Afghan 
capital’s airport yester-
day, rushing the tarmac 

and pushing onto planes in des-
perate attempts to flee the coun-
try after the Taliban overthrew 
the Western-backed government. 
U.S. troops fired warning shots 
as they struggled to manage the 
chaotic evacuation.

The Taliban swept into Kabul 
on Sunday after President Ashraf 
Ghani fled the country, bringing 
a stunning end to a two-deca-
de campaign in which the U.S. 
and its allies had tried to trans-
form Afghanistan. The country’s 
Western-trained security forces 
collapsed or fled in the face of 
an insurgent offensive that tore 
through the country in just over 
a week, ahead of the planned 
withdrawal of the last American 
troops at the end of the month.

In the capital, a tense calm 
set in, with most people hiding 
in their homes as the Taliban 
deployed fighters at major inter-
sections. There were scattered re-
ports of looting and armed men 
knocking on doors and gates, and 
there was less traffic than usual 
on eerily quiet streets. Fighters 
could be seen searching vehicles 
at one of the city’s main squares.

Many fear chaos, after the Tali-
ban freed thousands of prisoners 
and the police simply melted 
away, or a return to the kind of 
brutal rule the Taliban imposed 
when it was last in power. They 
raced to Kabul’s international 
airport, where the “civilian side” 
was closed until further notice, 

according to Afghanistan’s Civil 
Aviation Authority. The military 
was put in control of the airspace. 

Videos circulating on social 
media showed hundreds of peo-
ple running across the tarmac as 
U.S. soldiers fired warning shots 
in the air. One showed a crowd 
pushing and shoving its way up a 
staircase, trying to board a plane, 
with some people hanging off the 
railings.

In another video, hundreds 
of people could be seen running 
alongside a U.S. Air Force trans-
port plane as it moved down a 
runway. Some climbed onto the 
side of the jet just before takeoff. 
That raised questions about how 
much longer aircraft would be 
able to safely take off and land. 

Massouma Tajik, a 22-year-old 
data analyst, described scenes of 
panic at the airport, where she 
was hoping to board an evacua-
tion flight.

After waiting six hours, she 
heard shots from outside, where 
a crowd of men and women were 
trying to climb aboard a plane. 
She said U.S. troops sprayed gas 
and fired into the air to disperse 
the crowds after people scaled 
the walls and swarmed onto the 
tarmac. Gunfire could be heard 
in the voice messages she sent to 
The Associated Press.

Shafi Arifi, who had a ticket to 
travel to Uzbekistan on Sunday, 
was unable to board her plane 
because it was packed with peo-
ple who had raced across the tar-
mac and climbed aboard, with 
no police or airport staff in sight.

“There was no room for us 
to stand,” said the 24-year-old. 
“Children were crying, women 

were shouting, young and old 
men were so angry and upset, no 
one could hear each other. There 
was no oxygen to breathe.” 

After another woman fainted 
and was carried off the plane, Ari-
fi gave up and went back home.

The U.S. Embassy has been 
evacuated and the American flag 
lowered, with diplomats reloca-
ting to the airport to aid with the 
evacuation. Other Western coun-
tries have also closed their mis-
sions and are flying out staff and 
nationals.

Afghans are also trying to lea-
ve through land border crossings, 
all of which are now controlled by 
the Taliban. Rakhmatula Kuyash, 
30, was one of the few people 
with a visa allowing him to cross 
into Uzbekistan on Sunday. He 
said his children and relatives 
had to stay behind.

“I’m lost and I don’t know what 
to do. I left everything behind,” 
he said.

The speed of the Taliban offen-
sive through the country appears 
to have stunned American offi-
cials. Just days before the insur-
gents entered Kabul with little if 
any resistance, a U.S. military as-
sessment predicted it could take 
months for the capital to fall.

The rout threatened to era-
se 20 years of Western efforts to 
remake Afghanistan that saw 
more than 3,500 U.S. and allied 
troops killed as well as tens of 
thousands of Afghans. The initial 
invasion drove the Taliban from 
power and scattered al-Qaida, 
which had planned the 9/11 at-
tacks while being sheltered in Af-
ghanistan. Many had hoped the 
Western-backed Afghan govern-
ment would usher in a new era 
of peace and respect for human 
rights.

As the U.S. lost focus on Af-
ghanistan during the Iraq war, 
the Taliban eventually regrou-
ped. The militants captured 
much of the Afghan countryside 
in recent years and then swept 
into cities as U.S. forces prepa-
red to withdraw ahead of an Aug. 
31 deadline.

Under the Taliban, which ru-
led in accordance with a harsh 
interpretation of Islamic law, 
women were largely confined 
to their homes and suspected 
criminals faced amputation or 
public execution. The insurgen-
ts have sought to project greater 
moderation in recent years, but 
many Afghans remain skeptical.

Suhail Shaheen, a Taliban 
spokesman, tweeted that fighters 
had been instructed not to enter 
any home without permission 
and to protect “life, property and 
honor.” The Taliban have also 
said they will stay out of the ups-
cale diplomatic quarter housing 
the U.S. Embassy complex and 
the posh villas of U.S.-allied for-
mer warlords who have fled the 
country or gone into hiding.

Those assurances are part of 
an effort by the Taliban to “shape 
the narrative that their accession 
to power is legitimate — a mes-
sage for both inside Afghanis-
tan and beyond its borders,” the 
Texas-based private intelligence 
firm Stratfor wrote.

“The speed of the Taliban’s 
final advance suggests less mi-
litary dominance than effecti-
ve political insurgency coupled 
with an incohesive Afghan po-
litical system and security force 
struggling with flagging morale.”

When the Taliban last seized 
Kabul in 1996, it had been hea-
vily damaged in the civil war that 
broke out among rival warlords 
after the Soviet withdrawal seven 
years earlier. The city was then 
home to around a million people, 
most traveling on dusty roads by 
bicycle or aging taxi.

Today Kabul is a built-up city 
home to 5 million people where 
luxury vehicles and SUVs strug-
gle to push through endemic tra-
ffic jams.

Wahidullah Qadiri, a resident 
of the city, said he hoped for pea-
ce after decades of war that have 
claimed the lives of two of his 
brothers and a cousin.

“We haven’t seen anything 
but catastrophes and fighting,” 
he said, “so we always live with 
hope for a long-lasting peace.” 
MDT/AP

CHINA  said yesterday its embassy remains 
open in Kabul and expressed a willingness to 

support its reconstruction.
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Hua Chunying 

did not answer explicitly when asked whether Bei-
jing would recognize the Taliban as the new gover-
nment but said that China would respect the choi-
ce of the Afghan people.

She noted the Taliban pledges to negotiate the 
establishment of an inclusive Islamic government 
and to ensure the safety of both Afghans and fo-
reign missions. China, she added, hopes that 
would “ensure a smooth transition of the situation 
in Afghanistan.”

Today, European Union foreign ministers will 
hold emergency talks to discuss the crisis in Af-

ghanistan, after the president fled and the Tali-
ban seized control of the capital, Kabul, over the 
weekend.

EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell said in a 
tweet yesterday that he decided to convene the 
extraordinary videoconference so the ministers 
can make “a first assessment” of developments.

Borrell says that “Afghanistan stands at a cross-
road. Security and wellbeing of its citizens, as well 
as international security are at play.”

European nations have been caught by surprise 
at the speed of the takeover. They’ve been evacua-
ting embassies and leaving the strife-torn country 
in recent days. The EU has small diplomatic mis-
sion in Kabul. It’s one of Afghanistan’s biggest aid 
donors. MDT/AP

China is willing to help 
Afghanistan rebuild, EU holds talks
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President of the United States Bill Clinton has ad-
mitted having an inappropriate relationship with for-
mer White House intern Monica Lewinsky.

In a televised address Mr Clinton told the American 
people that he took full responsibility for his actions.

He said: “Indeed I did have a relationship with Ms 
Lewinsky that was not appropriate. In fact, it was 
wrong.”

Aides close to the president now hope the con-
fession will bring an end to the investigation into Mr 
Clinton’s affairs, brought by independent prosecutor 
Kenneth Starr.

Mr Starr’s four-year inquiry began as an investiga-
tion into land deals by Hillary and Bill Clinton when he 
was governor of Arkansas.

It moved onto his personal life when Mr Starr be-
gan to investigate allegations that Mr Clinton had 
had sexual relations with Monica Lewinsky and then 
lied about it under oath in a sexual harassment case 
brought by Paula Jones in 1994.

The president’s confession follows months of de-
nial. On 26 January this year, Mr Clinton categorically 
denied having sexual relations with Miss Lewinsky.

Appearing serious and contrite, Mr Clinton told 
the American people: “I misled people, including my 
wife. I deeply regret that.

He concluded: “This matter is between me, the two 
people I love most - my wife and my daughter - and 
our God.”

He said he had not come clean earlier because he 
was embarrassed but he denied he had asked anyo-
ne to lie about the relationship.

He also criticised Mr Starr and the investigation, 
which so far has cost £25m.

On 6 August this year Ms Lewinsky told the jury 
that she had an 18-month sexual relationship with 
the President and that the pair had discussed ways 
of concealing the relationship.

She also presented one of her dresses as eviden-
ce, stating it had been stained with Mr Clinton’s se-
men during one of their sexual encounters.

If it is proved that he lied he faces possible impea-
chment hearings on Capitol Hill.

Courtesy BBC News

1998 Clinton admits
   lewinsky affair

In context

On 21 September President Clinton’s Grand Jury testimo-
ny was released to the public.
On 9 December 1998 the House Judiciary Committee 
proposed four articles of impeachment against the pres-
ident.
Ten days later - after a bitter debate between republicans 
and democrats - the House of Representatives voted to 
confirm the recommendation.
Bill Clinton became only the second president in Ameri-
can history to face such an indictment, but he refused to 
resign.
His trial began on 7 January 1999 and ended on 12 Feb-
ruary when senators voted to acquit him of the impeach-
ment charges of perjury and obstruction of justice.

this day in history

CAMBODIA

Ex-Khmer Rouge 
official appeals 
genocide verdict
SOPHENG CHEANG 
& DAVID RISING, 
PHNOM PENH

T
HE last living lea-
der from the inner 
circle of Cambo-
dia’s brutal Khmer 

Rouge regime launched his 
courtroom appeal yester-
day, seeking to convince a 
long-running international 
tribunal to overturn his con-
viction on genocide charges. 

Khieu Samphan, 90, was 
the former head of state for 
the Khmer Rouge, the radi-
cal communist regime that 
ruled Cambodia with an 
iron fist from 1975 to 1979 
and was responsible for the 
deaths of an estimated 1.7 
million people.

His defense team is 
seeking to overturn a 2018 
verdict finding him guilty 
of genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes, 
questioning the evidence 
and arguing there were pro-
cedural mistakes.

Kong Sam Onn told the 
judges of the Supreme Court 
Chamber of the Extraordi-
nary Chambers in the Courts 
of Cambodia, or ECCC, that 
his client had been given 
inadequate time to prepare 
an initial defense, and that 
the original panel failed to 
provide the grounds for its 
ruling in a timely fashion, 
among other things.

“It should be null and 
void, and so I am requesting 
the Supreme Court chamber 
to ... reverse the judgment,” 
he said.

Khieu Samphan sat in a 

chair behind his attorneys, 
wearing a mask in com-
pliance with COVID-19 
precautions and appearing 
to listen intently as they ad-
dressed the court. Kong Sam 
Onn said his client would 
address the chamber at the 
end of the four days of sche-
duled hearings. 

Prosecutors in opening 
statements rejected the pro-
cedural arguments, while 
emphasizing the “totality” of 
the evidence against the de-
fendant.

“Mr. Khieu Samphan fails 
to establish the assertion that 
underlies his entire appeal, 
that he knew nothing, saw 
nothing and heard nothing 
of the crimes for which he 
stands convicted,” said pro-
secutor Chea Leang.

“In addition, the defen-
dant, Mr. Khieu Samphan, 
fails to establish that his 
conduct does not make him 
responsible for those crimes 
and contrary to the appe-
llant’s assertions the evi-
dence underlying his con-
victions is extensive, diverse 
and compelling.”

Observers say it’s unlikely 
that the conviction will be 
overturned, and even if it is, 
the former leader is already 
serving a life sentence af-
ter being convicted in 2014 
of crimes against humani-
ty connected with forced 
transfers and disappearan-
ces of masses of people. That 
conviction was upheld on 
appeal in 2016. 

“The appeal hearing is 
quite important for both si-
des, the Cambodian victims 

and the accused,” said tribu-
nal spokesman, Neth Pheak-
tra. 

The verdict won’t come 
until next year. 

Under the leadership of 
the late Pol Pot, the Khmer 
Rouge sought to eliminate 
all traces of what it saw as 
corrupt bourgeois life, des-
troying most religious, finan-
cial and social institutions, 
and forcing millions out of 
cities to live in the country-
side.

Dissent was usually met 
with death in the Khmer 
Rouge’s notorious “killing 
fields” or elsewhere, while 
starvation, overwork and 
medical neglect took many 
more lives.

Only when an invasion 
by Vietnam finally drove the 
Khmer Rouge from power 
in 1979 did the magnitude 
of the killings become truly 
known.

Khieu Samphan’s 2018 
conviction was largely con-
nected to crimes commit-
ted against Vietnamese and 
Cham minorities in Cambo-
dia.

He was found not guilty of 
genocide against the Cham, 
a Muslim ethnic minority 
whose members had put up 
a small but futile resistance 
against the Khmer Rouge, 
for lack of evidence. But he 
was found guilty of genoci-
de of the Vietnamese under 
the principle of joint crimi-
nal enterprise, under which 
individuals can be held res-
ponsible for the actions of a 
group to which they belong. 

His crimes against hu-

manity conviction covered 
activities at work camps and 
cooperatives established by 
the Khmer Rouge. They in-
cluded murder, extermina-
tion, deportation, enslave-
ment, imprisonment, tortu-
re, persecution on political, 
religious and racial grounds, 
attacks on human dignity, 
forced marriages and rape.

He was “found to have 
encouraged, incited, and le-
gitimized criminal policies 
and to have made a signifi-
cant contribution to crimes 
committed” by the Khmer 
Rouge.

The breaches of the Ge-
neva Convention governing 
war crimes included willful 
killing, torture and inhuma-
ne treatment.

During his trial, Khieu 
Samphan claimed the alle-
gations against him were 
“Vietnamese propaganda” 
and said that while he had 
been aware of accusations of 
suffering under the Khmer 
Rouge, “the term murderer I 
categorically reject.”

After being ousted from 
power in 1979, the Khmer 
Rouge waged guerrilla war-
fare for another two decades 
before disintegrating. Pol Pot 
died in the jungle in 1998, 
and on Christmas Eve that 
year, Khieu Samphan sur-
rendered along with Nuon 
Chea, the movement’s chief 
ideologue and its second-hi-
ghest official.

Nuon Chea was convicted 
alongside Khieu Samphan in 
2018 and died the following 
year.

The ECCC tribunal was 
established at Cambodia’s 
behest to bring to justice the 
leaders of the Khmer Rouge 
during its time in power.

Since the first judges and 
prosecutors took up their 
duties in 2006, however, the 
court has only successfully 
convicted three people in 
prosecutions that have cost 
some $300 million.

In addition to Nuon Chea 
and Khieu Samphan, the 
only other leader convicted 
was Kaing Guek Eav, also 
known as Duch, who as head 
of the Khmer Rouge prison 
system ran the infamous 
Tuol Sleng torture center 
in Phnom Penh. He died in 
2020 while serving a life pri-
son term for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity.

After the conviction of 
Khieu Samphan and Nuon 
Chea in 2018, the govern-
ment of autocratic Prime 
Minister Hun Sen, himself 
a midlevel Khmer Rouge 
commander before defec-
ting while the group was still 
in power, declared no more 
cases would go forward, 
saying they would cause ins-
tability.  MDT/AP

Khieu Samphan, former Khmer Rouge head of state, sits in a courtroom during a hearing at the U.N.-backed 
war crimes tribunal in Phnom Penh yesterday
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-Responsibility; 5- Iraqi port; 10- Polynesian carving; 14- Biblical gift 

bearers; 15- Gives a 9.8, say; 16- Summer coolers; 17- Capri, for one; 18- Spring sign; 
19- Composition in verse; 20- Mai ___; 21- Neuron; 23- Tiny bit; 25- Baseball stat; 
26- The study of forces in motion; 31- Commerce; 35- Aussie hopper; 36- City near 
Kobe; 38- ___ evil...; 40- Doing nothing; 42- Backs of feet; 44- Pious platitudes; 45- 
Minor, in law; 47- Family tree member; 49- Him, to Henri; 50- Russian revolutionary 
leader; 52- Disturbed; 54- Cattle call; 56- Maui memento; 57- Anticipate; 62- Fall 
faller; 66- Exile isle; 67- Japanese gateway; 68- Socialite Maxwell; 69- Classic autos; 
70- Right-hand page; 71- Break; 72- Greek goddess of the earth; 73- Sallow; 74- 
Goes down;
 
DOWN: 1- Pass over; 2- Mission control gp.; 3- Wrinkly fruit; 4- Midday nap; 5- Wave 
threateningly; 6- Swiss river; 7- Agitate; 8- Actor Christopher; 9- Declare; 10- Record; 
11- Golden calf, e.g.; 12- Ship stabilizer; 13- 
Belief; 22- Bugs, clunkers, and rides, e.g.; 
24- Latin 101 word; 26- Faucet problem; 
27- Warble; 28- Nick of “Cape Fear”; 29- 
Normandy city; 30- Loose coil of yarn; 
32- Former nuclear agcy.; 33- Passed out; 
34- Affectation of sophisticates; 37- “Hard 
___!” (sailor’s yell); 39- Auricular; 41- Ich 
bin ___ Berliner; 43- Kitchen servant; 46- 
Duration; 48- Before, of yore; 51- Cosa 
___; 53- Edmonton team; 55- Siouan 
speakers; 57- Type of market; 58- Clarinet 
cousin; 59- Tabula ___; 60- Foot part; 61- 
Lo-cal; 63- Gen. Robert ___; 64- Helper: 
Abbr.; 65- Solid oils; 66- Energy unit;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
Today’s skies plunge you into 
a world of  fantastical thinking. 
The far-seeing Sagittarius moon 
spends the day out to sea with 
dream-infusing Neptune, creating 
a hazy, escapism prone headspace.

Apr. 20-May. 20
It’s hard to see your goals 
through the fog right now, 
Taurus. Rather than demand 
reality today, aim to loosen 
your grip and let your intuition 
come to the forefront.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Today’s skies may find you doing 
some deep-diving into ancient 
family history, as energetic Mars 
locks into a smooth alignment 
with authenticity-demanding 
Uranus.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
The moon’s presence in can-do 
Sagittarius gives you the energy 
and drive to apply yourself  work-
wise, yet Luna’s dizzying square 
with dreamy Neptune can create a 
fog of  fantasy around your thinking.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Pleasure and playfulness reign 
supreme under Today’s cosmic 
landscape. The moon’s presence in 
optimistic Sagittarius encourages 
you to connect with joyful activities 
that boost your creative energy. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
Spend some time digging 
into your family foundations 
today. The moon’s presence in 
ponderous Sagittarius has you 
reflecting on the past and how it’s 
led to your current circumstances.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
It’s hard to keep your feet planted 
on the ground today, Libra. 
Today’s skies are delightfully 
disorienting, as the thoughtful 
Sagittarius moon squares off 
with dreamy Neptune.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
What talents of  yours have you 
been turning a blind eye towards? 
The universe is working to 
illuminate those skills you’ve placed 
on the back burner, as the moon 
floats through idealistic Sagittarius. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Luna’s dance with hypnotic 
Neptune and uplifting Jupiter 
creates a foggy overlay between 
past and present, imbuing 
the day with a sentimental, 
optimistic haze. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
Spending another day behind 
closed doors is ideal, Capricorn. 
Luna’s presence in philosophic 
Sagittarius encourages you to 
look inward, catch up on rest, and 
restore your peace. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Luna’s encounter with dreamy 
Neptune can lower energy 
levels and heighten sensitivity, 
so be mindful of  over-
extending yourself  to your own 
detriment. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
The playful Sagittarius moon 
encourages you to reach out and be 
among friends today. Luna’s dance 
with deceptive Neptune and hope-
instilling Jupiter creates an idealistic, 
hazy day to drift peacefully through.

  Aquarius Pisces
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CORPORATE BITS
Grand Lisboa to present mooncakes from The 8

Melco Resorts & Enter-
tainment recently held the 
“To the Table by SMEs”  F&B 
event as part of its “Knowing 
You, Knowing Us” campaign.

The campaign was deve-
loped to offer a communi-
cations platform for SMEs 
to develop a better unders-

Melco hosts F&B event with SMEs
guidelines, hygiene stan-
dards and latest sustainabi-
lity initiatives to attendees, 
and the company’s supply 
chain, F&B and culinary 
teams were present to tas-
te and experience products 
and services offered by par-
ticipating local SMEs.

Donald Tateishi, senior vice 
president, Finance (Macau), 
said, “The event aims to 
enable direct dialogue be-
tween Melco and local SME 
suppliers. […] We will conti-
nue providing educational 
initiatives to strengthen local 
SME organizations, equi-
pping them to provide the 
best products and services 
to Melco and the broader in-
dustry.” 

carrying case. 
Dim Sum Head 

Chef  Yah Wah Fai  and 
his team from the ho-
tel’s Michelin 3-starred 
Cantonese restaurant – 
The 8 – will prepare the 
selections of homema-
de mooncakes:  The 8 
Mooncake with Double 
Egg Yolk and Lotus Seed 
Paste and The 8 Moon-
cake with Jinhua Ham 
and Assorted Nuts, the 
group announced in a 
statement. The che-
fs will also once again 
prepare its collection 
of sweet mini moon-
cakes: The 8 Bird’s Nest 
and Custard Mini Moon-
cake. 

 

tanding of Melco’s procu-
rement requirements and 
standards, while enabling 
the Melco team to better 
understand local suppliers, 
their businesses, products 
and services. 

During the event, Melco 
introduced its food safety 

Grand Lisboa pre-
sents Michelin-starred 
mooncakes from The 
8 in celebration of Mi-
d-Autumn. This year, 
in its ongoing commit-
ment to sustainability, 
Grand Lisboa has de-
signed mooncake gift 
boxes that celebrate 
the traditions of Mi-
d-Autumn, while also 
embracing the eco-
-friendly practices of 
today.

The four-piece “The 
8 Mooncake with Ji-
nhua Ham and Assor-
ted Nuts” will be pa-
cked in a gift box that 
can be transformed 
into a multi-purpose 

ENTERTAINMENT

‘Free Guy’ gives box office a 
lift, opening with $28.4m
JAKE COYLE

FREE Guy,”  an action comedy 
starring Ryan Reynolds as a 

background character in a video-
game, opened better than expec-
ted over the weekend, collecting 
an estimated $28.4 million in ti-
cket sales despite a marketplace 
challenged by COVID-19.

After a few weeks of declining 
audiences and underwhelming 
debuts amid the delta variant sur-
ge, “Free Guy” succeeded with an 
old-school formula: an original, 
star-fronted movie with good wor-
d-of-mouth playing only in thea-
ters. The movie directed by Shawn 
Levy was made by the Walt Disney 
Co.-owned 20th Century Fox, with 
a theatrical release contractually 
stipulated for the roughly $100 
million production.

Playing in 4,165 North Ame-
rican theaters, “Free Guy” was 
expected to debut around $20 
million. Its surprisingly strong 
opening gave further proof to 
what some analysts have been 
saying throughout the year — 
hybrid releases that send new mo-
vies immediately onto streaming 
platforms can significantly harm 
ticket sales. The last two No. 1 
movies — Warner Bros.’ “The Sui-
cide Squad” and Disney’s “Jungle 
Cruise” — were launched simul-
taneously in theaters and homes.

But however movies are being 
released right now, box office con-
ditions are far from ideal. The rise 
in U.S. coronavirus cases  over the 
last month has corresponded with 
diminished ticket sales at theaters. 
Some cities, including New York 
and San Francisco, are preparing 

to make vaccine passports requi-
red for entering movie theaters.

David A. Gross, who runs the 
movie consultancy Franchise En-
tertainment Research, estimates 
that new releases are selling about 
half the tickets they normally wou-
ld. 

“Since Memorial Day weekend, 
the domestic box office has been 
running at approx. 50% of 2019 
levels, with several spikes from 
strong titles, but then returning 
to 50% of 2019,” Gross said in an 
email. “Under normal conditions, 
‘Free Guy’ would be opening 50% 
higher than this weekend’s num-
ber — comfortably.”

But the enthusiasm for “Free 
Guy” was enough to lead Reynolds 
to announce over the weekend 
that Disney wants a sequel. In the 
film, Reynolds’ character, Guy, rea-

lizes he’s a “non playable charac-
ter” in a “Grand Theft Auto”-like 
game. It features co-stars Jodie 
Comer, Lil Rel Howery and Taika 
Waititi.

Reviews were good (82% fresh 
on Rotten Tomatoes), and a male-
-heavy audience gave “Free Guy” 
an “A” CinemaScore. (About 60% 
of moviegoers were male, Disney 
said.) “Free Guy” also added $22.5 
million internationally. 

“Free Guy” is also the latest in 
a comeback for gaming-based 
movies. After decades of futility, 
Hollywood is increasingly finding 
success by mining videogames 
for intellectual property. Reynolds 
starred in one of the best perfor-
ming videogame adaptations — 
2019’s “Pokémon: Detective Pika-
chu,” which grossed $432 million 
worldwide.

“Free Guy” will play exclusively 
in theaters for at least 45 days — 
and its strong performance throu-
gh the weekend suggests it could 
buck the summer’s typical trend of 
fast drop offs. 

Last week’s top film, “The Suici-
de Squad,” slid steeply, dropping 
70% in its second weekend. Af-
ter its $26.2 million debut, James 
Gunn’s “Suicide Squad” redo pul-
led in just $7.8 million for Warner 
Bros., bringing its two-week total 
to $42.9 million. It’s concurrently 
playing on HBO Max. 

That film’s tumble gave a few 
other releases more room at mul-
tiplexes. Sony Pictures’ horror 
sequel “Don’t Breathe 2” opened 
with $10.6 million, in line with 
studio projections. While “Don’t 
Breathe 2” debuted with less than 
half the opening of the 2016 origi-
nal, the sequel was made with a 
modest budget of $15 million.

MGM and United Artists’ Are-
tha Franklin biopic “Respect,” 
starring Jennifer Hudson, debuted 
with $8.8 million. “Respect,” whi-
ch has drawn praise for Hudson’s 
leading performance, also landed 
an “A” CinemaScore. Its audience 
was 66% female and nearly half of 
ticket buyers were Black. 

Disney’s “Jungle Cruise,” star-
ring Emily Blunt and Dwayne 
Johnson, landed in third place in 
its third weekend with $9 million. 
Its worldwide total is $154.3 
million. It’s also playing on Dis-
ney+ for an additional $30.

Apple didn’t report grosses for 
“CODA,” one of the company’s 
major movie acquisitions and 
one seen as a crowd-pleasing 
milestone in deaf representation 
of on screen. The film, starring 
deaf actors Marlee Matlin, Troy 
Kotsur and Daniel Durant, was 
a prize-winning sensation at the 
Sundance Film Festival in January, 
where Apple plunked down a fes-
tival-record $25 million for the 
film. “CODA,” which stands for 
child of a deaf adult, debuted si-
multaneously in theaters and on 
Apple TV+. MDT/AP

“



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
tue 17.08.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TOParalympics follow lead 
of Olympics: No fans 
during pandemic
STEPHEN WADE, TOKYO

A
LL fans will be barred 
from the Paralympics 
in Japan because of 
the coronavirus pan-

demic, just as they were from 
the recently-completed Tokyo 
Olympics, organizers said yes-
terday.

There were a few exceptions 
made during the Olympics with 
some fans allowed in outlying 
areas away from Tokyo. This 
time, all fans will be barred ex-
cept the possibility of some 
children attending a few unspe-
cified events.

Organizers have also asked 
the public not to come out to 
view road events.

The decision was announced 
after a meeting with Internatio-
nal Paralympic Committee pre-
sident Andrew Parsons, organi-
zing committee president Seiko 
Hashimoto, Tokyo Governor 
Yuriko Koike and Olympic Mi-

nister Tamayo Marukawa.
The Paralympics open on 

Aug. 24 with about 4,400 athle-
tes, a far smaller event than the 
Olympics with 11,000 athletes. 
But the Paralympics come as 
new infections have accelerated 
in Tokyo, which may expose an 
athlete population that is more 
vulnerable to COVID-19.

Parsons, speaking at a news 
conference, said there was no 
room for complacency in the 
wake of the Olympics.

“In light of the current case 
numbers in Tokyo and wider Ja-
pan, everyone attending these 
games must be vigilant,” Par-
sons said.

New infections in Tokyo tri-
pled during the 17 days of the 
Olympics, although medical ex-
perts said the surge was not di-
rectly linked the Tokyo Games. 
Rather, experts suggested an 
indirect effect as the public was 
distracted and lulled into a fal-
se sense of security that staging 

the Games offered.
With the situation growing 

worse, Japanese Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga yesterday said a 
state of emergency in Tokyo and 
other areas will be extended un-
til Sept. 12. The state of emer-
gency has been in force since 
July 12 and was to end later this 
month.

The Paralympics end on Sept. 
5.

“The surge in infections is 
reaching alarming record hi-
ghs,” Suga said after meeting 
with other government minis-
ters.

On Friday, Tokyo logged 5,773 
cases, a new high. On Sunday, 
the Japanese capital reported 
4,295 cases. The rise in infec-
tions has severely strained the 
medical system. Experts say the 
situation is getting out of con-
trol and some call it “a disaster.”

Japan has attributed 15,400 
deaths to COVID-19.

Dr. Haruo Ozaki, president of 

the Tokyo Medical Association, 
said in an interview with regio-
nal newspaper Tokyo Shimbun 
published Saturday that a sig-
nificant number of people are 
still unvaccinated, and charac-
terized the virus situation for 
the Paralympics as worse than it 
was during the Olympics.

Estimates suggest about 37% 
of the Japanese population has 
been fully vaccinated.

Ozaki called having no fans 

“a minimum necessity” and at-
tributed the surge to the delta 
variant.

He called holding the Pa-
ralympics “a political decision, 
but the judgment by the medial 
side is that it will be difficult.”

“The Olympics,” Ozaki ad-
ded, “is a festival and might 
have affected the people in 
ways to loosen up and served 
as an indirect cause of rising ca-
ses.” MDT/AP
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BUZZEngland eases self-isolation guidelines

People in England who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19, 
or are under 18 years of age, will no longer have to self-isolate if 
they come into contact with someone who has tested positive 
for the coronavirus.

The change, which came into effect yesterday, has been wel-
comed by businesses, many of which have suffered staff shor-
tages as a result of the requirement for people to spend 10 days 
in quarantine if they have been a contact of a positive case.

Nearly 77% of people in the U.K. aged over 18 have received 

two jabs.
The change to the rules applies to those who received their 

final dose at least 14 days prior to contact with a positive case.
People are still advised, though not compelled, to take a PCR 

test if they find out they have been in contact with a positive 
case. People who test positive will still be legally required to 
self-isolate.

The other nations of the U.K. — Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland — are taking, or have taken, similar steps.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Germany’s defense 
minister says the country’s 
military will airlift as many 
people as possible out of 
Afghanistan as long as 
it is possible.  Annegret 
Kramp-Karrenbauer 
told reporters that three 
A400M military transport 
planes had left for Kabul 
yesterday. The defense 
minister said: “For the 
army it’s clear: as long 
as possible — and this 
depends extremely on the 
support by the Americans 
— we will make as many 
rounds as we can out of 
Kabul.” More on p7

Greece Yet more wildfires 
broke out yesterday, with 
two blazes triggering 
evacuation alerts for 
settlements to the 
southeast and northwest 
of the Greek capital. 
Fanned by strong winds, 
the first blaze, which broke 
out yesterday morning 
in the Keratea region 
southeast of Athens 
quickly burned through 
shrubland and was headed 
toward a national park in 
the Sounion area.

Canada Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau triggered 
an election Sunday as 
he seeks to capitalize 
on Canada being one of 
the most fully vaccinated 
countries in the world.  
Trudeau announced the 
election would be held on 
Sept. 20 after visiting the 
governor general, who 
holds a mostly ceremonial 
position representing 
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II 
as head of state. 

Zambia’s veteran 
opposition leader 
Hakainde Hichilema has 
won the southern African 
country’s presidency after 
taking more than 50% 
of the vote. Hichilema 
was declared president–
elect by Esau Chulu, 
chairman of the Electoral 
Commission of Zambia, 
yesterday after results 
for 155 of the country’s 
156 constituencies were 
announced. President 
Edgar Lungu, 64, conceded 
defeat and said he would 
work for a “peaceful 
transfer of power.” 
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Masks essential to 
cut transmission 
chains

That every individual wears a mask 
in public is the first line of defense to 
cut the transmission channels for the 
novel coronavirus. The importance 
of wearing a face mask can never be 
overemphasized.

That explains why the National 
Health Commission has released 
new guidelines for wearing masks, 
which specify what kind of masks 
should be worn by those in higher-
-risk places and how ordinary resi-
dents should wear a mask.

Different from before, besides the 
mandatory requirement of wearing 
masks in enclosed venues, the latest 
guidelines require ordinary residents 
to wear a mask even in open spaces 
if there is a gathering. This is becau-
se the virus is constantly mutating 
and the Delta variant is much more 
transmissible than previous strains. 
It is quite likely that any mutation of 
the Delta variant will be even more 
transmissible and pose an even grea-
ter threat to public health.

That the wave of Delta cases has 
caught many countries off guard 
should serve as a reminder to Chi-
na that its vigilance against the virus 
cannot be slackened.

The story of an old lady is a case in 
point to testify how effective masks 
can be in protecting people from 
being infected. This lady was infec-
ted and traveled from Nanjing, capi-
tal of East China’s Jiangsu province, 
to Yangzhou, another city in the pro-
vince. Although she passed the virus 
to many players at a mahjong parlor 
where the majority of those present 
did not wear masks, she did not pass 
the virus to anyone during her jour-
ney because all the passengers on 
her train and then the bus she took 
were wearing a mask.

The number of domestic cases de-
tected has been on the decline since 
July 20 when this wave of Delta cases 
was first identified in Nanjing. The 
total number of local cases reported 
on Sunday was 24, and only in Jiang-
su, Henan and Hunan provinces.

Hopefully, there will be no cases 
reported in those three provinces in 
a couple of weeks. Life and work in 
those districts which have been de-
signated as high- and medium-level 
risk areas will then return to normal.

It should still be mandatory for re-
sidents to wear a mask in enclosed 
spaces and at open gatherings. Peo-
ple should err on the side of caution 
when the pandemic is still raging in 
many parts of the world and cases as 
well as asymptomatic carriers from 
abroad are reported on a daily basis.

Those working at customs or ports 
where the chance of being infected 
by someone carrying the virus from 
abroad or even from cargoes car-
rying the virus should strictly follow 
the rules and wear higher-level pro-
tection masks. As long as all follow 
the rules and wear masks as required, 
the country will be able to control the 
virus.

THE death toll from a 
7.2-magnitude ear-

thquake in Haiti climbed 
to 1,297 yesterday (Ma-
cau time), a day after the 
powerful temblor tur-
ned thousands of struc-
tures into rubble and set 
off franctic rescue efforts 
ahead of a potential delu-
ge from an approaching 
storm.

Saturday’s earthquake 
also left at least 5,700 peo-
ple injured in the Cari-
bbean nation, with thou-
sands more displaced from 
their destroyed or dama-
ged homes. Survivors in 
some areas were forced to 
wait out in the open amid 
oppressive heat for help 
from overloaded hospitals.

The devastation could 
soon worsen with the co-
ming of Tropical Depres-
sion Grace, which is pre-
dicted to reach Haiti on 
Monday night. The U.S. 
National Hurricane Center 
warned that although Gra-
ce had weakened from tro-
pical storm strength Sun-
day, it still posed a threat to 
bring heavy rain, flooding 
and landslides.

The earthquake struck 
the southwestern part of 
the hemisphere’s poorest 
nation, almost razing some 
towns and triggering lands-
lides that hampered rescue 
efforts in a country already 
struggling with the coro-
navirus pandemic, a presi-
dential assassination and a 
wave of gang violence.

The epicenter was about 
125 kilometers west of the 
capital of Port-au-Prince, 
the U.S. Geological Survey 
said, and aftershocks con-
tinued to jolt the area Sun-
day.

In the badly damaged 
coastal town of Les Cayes, 
Jennie Auguste lay on a 
flimsy foam mattress on the 
tarmac of the community’s 
tiny airport waiting for any-
thing — space at a hospital 
or a small plane like the 
ones ferrying the wounded 
to the capital. She suffered 
injuries in the chest, ab-
domen and arm when the 
roof collapsed at the store 
where she worked.

“There has been no-
thing. No help, nothing 

from the government,” 
Auguste’s sister, Bertrande, 
said.

In scenes widespread 
across the region hit by 
the quake, families salva-
ged their few belongings 
and spent the night at an 
open-air football pitch. On 
Sunday, people lined up to 
buy what little was avai-
lable: bananas, avocados 
and water at a local street 
market.

Some in the town prai-
sed God for surviving the 
earthquake, and many 
went to the cathedral, 
which appeared outwar-
dly undamaged even if the 
priests’ residence was des-
troyed.

“We only have Jesus 
now,” said Johanne Dorce-
ly, whose house was des-
troyed. “If it wasn’t for Je-
sus, I wouldn’t be able to be 
here today.”

Workers tore through 
rubble of collapsed buil-
dings with heavy machi-
nery, shovels and picks. 
After sundown, Les Cayes 
was darkened by intermi-
ttent blackouts, and many 
slept people outside again, 
clutching small transistor 
radios tuned to news, terri-
fied of a possible repetition 
of Saturday’s strong after-
shocks.

Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry has declared a one-
-month state of emergency 
for the whole country and 
said he was rushing aid to 
areas where towns were 
destroyed and hospitals 
were overwhelmed.

“The first convoys star-
ted following the coordi-
nation efforts of several 

ministers mobilized at the 
level of the National Emer-
gency Center,” Henry told 
reporters Sunday. “We salu-
te the dignity, the resilience 
effort of the victims and 
their ability to start over. 
From my observations, I 
deduce that Haitians want 
to live and progress. Let us 
unite to offer these people 
a living environment con-
ducive to development.”

UNICEF Executive Di-
rector Henrietta Fore said 
Sunday that humanitarian 
needs are acute, with many 
Haitians urgently needing 
health care, clean water 
and shelter. Children who 
have been separated from 
parents need protection, 
she said.

“Little more than a de-
cade on, Haiti is reeling 
once again,” Fore said in 
a statement. “And this di-
saster coincides with po-
litical instability, rising 
gang violence, alarmingly 
high rates of malnutrition 
among children, and the 
COVID-19 pandemic — for 
which Haiti has received 
just 500,000 vaccine do-
ses, despite requiring far 
more.” 

The country of 11 
million people received its 
first batch of U.S.-donated 
coronavirus vaccines only 
last month via a United Na-
tions program for low-in-
come countries.

Haiti’s Office of Civil 
Protection said more than 
7,000 homes were des-
troyed and nearly 5,000 
damaged. Hospitals, 
schools, offices and chur-
ches were also affected. 
MDT/AP

Death toll of 
powerful earthquake 
in Haiti soars to 1,297
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