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MACAU HAS SEEN A DECENT INCREASE IN 
DAILY ARRIVALS FOLLOWING THE 78% DROP 

FROM THE JULY NUMBERS IN THE SECOND 
WEEK OF AUGUST

A PHOTOGRAPHER FOR THE ASSOCIATED 
PRESS PRESENTS HIS PERSONAL ACCOUNT 

OF A 14-DAY QUARANTINE IN SYDNEY AFTER 
THE OLYMPICS. SPOT THE DIFFERENCES  P10 P6 P2
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China Beijing’s top official 
is reiterating the need for 
strict anti-coronavirus 
measures at next year’s 
Winter Olympics, now 
less than 200 days 
away. Cai Qi, the city’s 
Communist Party chief 
and president of the 
organizing committee, 
was quoted as saying 
Beijing was intent on 
holding a safe Olympics. 
On a tour of venues, 
Cai emphasized strict 
measures to prevent 
the spread of the virus 
were needed but did 
not say whether general 
spectators would be 
permitted in the stands.

Australia’s most 
populous state reported 
a record 633 new 
coronavirus infections 
yesterday as concerns 
grew about the delta 
variant’s spread beyond 
Sydney. The previous 
record in New South 
Wales, which includes 
Sydney, was 466 on 
Saturday. Three people 
died on Tuesday, bringing 
the death toll from the 
outbreak first detected in 
Sydney in mid-June to 60. 
“I can’t express enough 
my level of concern at 
these rising numbers 
of cases,” state Chief 
Health Officer Kerry 
Chant said. “I’m incredibly 
concerned.”

New Zealand The first 
outbreak in six months 
in the country has 
grown to seven people. 
Prime Minister Jacinda 
Ardern (pictured) said 
yesterday that number 
is expected to keep 
growing, especially after 
some of those infected 
spent time at a church, 
a school, a casino and 
a hospital. Ardern also 
announced people will be 
compelled to wear masks 
in supermarkets, gas 
stations and pharmacies 
during strict lockdowns. 
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Return to school might be delayed, one of the potential restrictions the 
government is considering if the situation worsens in terms of public health

Afghan exodus  P6-7
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LYNZY VALLES

TOTAL visitor 
spending (ex-

cluding gaming ex-
penses) grew 15.9% 
quarter-to-quarter 
to MOP7.16 billion 
in the second quar-
ter of 2021. This 
growth can be attri-
buted to the 25.9% 
increase in visitor 
arrivals. 

Data from the Sta-
tistics and Census 
Service from March 
to June shows that 
the total spending 
of overnight visitors 
(MOP6.38 billion) 
and same-day vi-
sitors (MOP777 
million) rose 14.1% 
and 32% quarter-
-to-quarter respec-
tively, despite the 
downturn in tourist 
arrivals in June due 
to the new outbreak 
in neighboring re-
gions.

In the first half 

THE University of Macau 
(UM) and the Macao Poly-

technic Institute (MPI) held 
their opening ceremonies on-
line, welcoming a new cohort 
of students from Macau, main-
land China and the Greater Bay 
Area.

In an online orientation, rec-
tor Yonghua Song welcomed al-
most 3,500 new undergraduate 
and postgraduate students to 
UM.

Because of the pandemic, 
UM has moved all orientation 
activities for the new academic 
year online. All classes in Au-
gust will be conducted online. 
Class arrangements for Sep-
tember will be determined la-
ter, depending on the changing 
pandemic situation.

Last year, UM welcomed 

of 2021, total visitor 
spending amounted 
to MOP13.34 billion.

From May to 
June, the city rea-
ched nearly 2.15 
million visitor arri-
vals. However, June 
recorded a sharp 
drop, mainly attri-
buted to stricter an-
ti-pandemic mea-
sures implemented 
in both Guangdong 
province and Macau 
in early June, desig-
ned to contain the 
fresh wave of Co-
vid-19 cases.

Per capita visi-
tor spending was 
MOP3,271 in the se-
cond quarter, a drop 
of 8.0% quarter-to-
-quarter. 

Visitor spending 
from mainland 
China dropped 6% 
q u a r t e r - t o - q u a r -
ter to MOP3,427 
per capita, with the 
spending of peo-
ple travelling under 

more than 3,000 new under-
graduate and postgraduate 
students at the convocation 
ceremony for the 2020/2021 
academic year. Entry numbers 
have thus risen by about 17%.

In the rector’s speech, Song 
said that this year marks the 
40th anniversary of the univer-
sity, “a time to take stock of the 
past and set sail for new hori-
zons.”

“UM is a university of and 
for Macao; it is also an active 
participant in the development 
of the Greater Bay Area and the 
nation, with the ambition to ‘go 
global,’” he said.

The official expressed his 
aspirations for the university 
to become internationally re-
cognized for “learner-centered 
education, impactful research, 
and social responsibility.”

the Individual Visit 
Scheme (MOP6,673) 
falling by 6.4%. 
Overnight visitors 
spent MOP5,603 on 
average, a decrease 
of 7.9% quarter-to-
-quarter. 

In the second 
quarter, visitors 
mostly spent on 
shopping (65% of 
per capita spen-
ding), food and be-
verage (15.9%) and 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n 
(15.4%).

Recently, several 
lawmakers called on 
the government to 
bring forward some 
sort of economic sti-
mulus for the city’s 
travel industry and 
small and medium 
enterprises — con-
sidered the indus-
tries hardest-hit by 
the Covid-19 pande-
mic — to ease their 
financial hardship 
during the resur-
gence.

Meanwhile, MPI welcomed 
more than 1,300 new students 
in its opening ceremony held 
on Tuesday.

MPI president Professor Im 
Sio Kei encouraged students to 
practice “patriotism and shou-
lder responsibilities and com-
mitments; to work hard at their 
studies to broaden their hori-
zons and to equip themselves 
with adequate knowledge to 
make contributions to the de-
velopment of the country and 
Macau.”

In his speech, the president 
indicated that this year marks 
the 40th anniversary of the fou-
nding of Macao Polytechnic 
Institute, and also sees the es-
tablishment of a comprehensi-
ve talent cultivation system for 
undergraduate, master’s and 
doctoral levels.

This year MPI and Peking 
University formed a coope-
rative partnership to set up 
the “Peking University Health 
Science Center-Macao Poly-
technic Institute Nursing Aca-
demy” to cultivate nursing ta-
lent for the Guangdong-Hong 
Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area.

The president recalled that 
MPI has continuously increa-
sed its investment in acade-
mic research, establishing 
research and testing centers 
jointly with global universities 
and local SAR government de-
partments. LV

Visitor spending grows 
despite June arrivals dip

EDUCATION
UM, MPI hold academic 
opening ceremonies online

Slight rebound in 
visitor arrivals two 
weeks after Delta cases 
LYNZY VALLES

MACAU has seen a recent 
increase in daily arrivals 

following the 78% drop from the 
July numbers in the second week 
of August due to the strict entry 
measures imposed after the city 
recorded four Delta variant cases.

Data released by the Public 
Security Police yesterday shows 
that the SAR recorded a total of 
16,700 and 16,900 tourists on 
Monday and Tuesday respecti-
vely, registering a 2.3% rise.

Last Wednesday, Macau re-
corded 9,500 tourists, an increase 
of 123.2% from the day before.

Following the discovery of 
Delta cases on August 3, the go-

vernment immediately imposed 
stricter regulations on border 
entrants, discouraging tourists 
in neighboring regions from visi-
ting the city. 

Zhuhai reduced the validity 
period of nucleic acid tests from 
24 hours to 12 hours.

Therefore, Macau saw a sharp 
fall in cross-border population 
flow on August 3 — the first day 
that the government mandated 
all people leaving Macau to pre-
sent proof of a negative Covid-19 
test result conducted within 12 
hours. 

The total passenger flow num-
ber stood at 193,700 on August 3, 
down 39.7% from the previous 
day. Only 12,900 of this figure 

were tourists, a drop of 46.1%. 
As for gaming, brokerage San-

ford C Bernstein Ltd reported 
that the gross gaming revenue 
(GGR) for the period between 
August 9 to 15 was down 37% 
week-on-week, registering the 
lowest weekly result since Sep-
tember 2020.

The MOP78 million profit was 
the “lowest daily GGR since late 
September.”

Red and yellow zones reope-
ned at 12 midnight yesterday as 
Macau saw no further cases after 
residents in the zones were qua-
rantined for two weeks.

Entertainment and recrea-
tional venues and facilities have 
also re-opened. 
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M 54% of F&B 
outlets record 
rise in profit
 
Data from the Statistics 
and Census Service reveals 
that 54% of restaurants 
and similar establishments 
interviewed reported a 
year-on-year rise in receipts 
in June 2021, a drop of 4 
percentage points from 
May. Concerning business 
expectations for July, 50% 
of interviewed restaurants 
and similar establishments 
expected their receipts 
to increase month-on-
month, a growth of 34 
percentage points from 
June. The corresponding 
shares of Chinese 
restaurants (65%) and 
Western restaurants (46%) 
rose 56 percentage points 
and 42 percentage points 
respectively. Meanwhile, 
62% of interviewed retailers 
anticipated a month-on-
month rise in sales in July, 
a growth of 40 percentage 
points from June.

Vaccination 
rate of airport 
employees at 68%
The vaccination rate of all 
employees of the Macau 
International Airport 
Company Limited (CAM) and 
its subsidiaries has reached 
68%, the company announced 
in a statement. 
Macau International Airport 
(MIA) conducts a nucleic 
acid test (NAT) on air cargo 
frontline personnel every 
day. Also, all frontline staff 
in the airport must take a 
NAT daily, frontline support 
service personnel must 
take one every three days, 
and managers and back 
office staff take one every 
week. There are now 347 
NATs conducted by various 
operating units of the airport 
every day.

Chinese OC 
opposes businesses 
registering 
copyrights with 
athletes’ names
The Chinese Olympic 
Committee (COC) vowed 
yesterday to help protect 
Chinese Olympians against 
the illegal use of their names 
as trademarks. Following 
their success at the Tokyo 
Olympics, several star 
Chinese athletes including 
Yang Qian, Chen Meng 
and Quan Hongchan had 
their names registered as 
trademarks in various market 
sectors, including alcohol, 
sportswear, and tutoring. 
The COC reiterated the 
rights of athletes and their 
legal guardians to pursue 
legal action against such 
exploitative registration of 
their names.

THE term of appointment of 
the former head of the Re-

tirement and Pension System 
Department of the Public Pen-
sion Fund (FP), Miguel Ian, has 
automatically expired, the FP 
announced in a statement yes-
terday.

The FP noted that, according 
to the law, the appointment of 

THE upcoming Legislative As-
sembly election will have two 

fewer candidates participating, 
it was announced at a Legislative 
Assembly Electoral Affairs Com-
mission (CAEAL) press briefing 
yesterday, with both withdrawing 
from the election.

Tong Hio Fong, president of 
the CAEAL, announced that two 
candidates from two different 
lists had filed a withdrawal from 
the election. The two candidates 
are Ho Ion Kong, first on list No. 
10 – Ou Mun Kong I, and Wong Tit 
Kuan, second on list No. 13 – Ma-
cau Basic Law Marketing and Pro-
motion Federation.

Although lists with fewer than 
four candidates were not accep-
ted onto the ballot during the no-

ANTHONY LAM 

FOLLOWING two weeks in 
which several buildings in two 

different districts in the city were 
cordoned off, the government 
reopened the areas colloquially 
known as the red and yellow zones 
at midnight last night.

Four cases of Covid-19 were 
announced by the government on 
August 3. Since the patients were 
mobile in the community prior 
to their diagnoses, residents in 
the communities where they live 
and work were quarantined from 

the former official ended when 
he became unable to fulfill his 
duties for 12 months or more, 
which is the current situation.

Ian was involved in a cor-
ruption case concerning the 
Macao Trade and Investment 
Promotion Institute (IPIM). He 
was sentenced by a court to four 
years in prison.

mination phase, now that the lists 
have been confirmed by CAEAL, 
whether or not a list contains at 
least four candidates will not af-
fect the list’s eligibility, Tong ex-
plained.

Trustee of the Ou Mun Kong I 
list, Lei Sio Kuan, told local media 
outlet All About Macau that he did 
not know the reason behind Ho’s 
withdrawal from the election. Lei 
underlined that the decision to 
run or not run in the election is a 
matter for Ho’s personal conside-
ration. “He has the freedom to de-
cide that,” Lei said.

Lei does not see any impact on 
the race with Ho’s departure, ad-
ding that campaign activities will 
go on as usual.

Lei was originally the first can-

physical community interactions. 
They were required to remain in 
their residences for two weeks. 
The quarantine period ended at 
midnight last night.

During the two weeks, a series 
of polymerase chain reaction tes-
ts were conducted on these resi-
dents.

A resident named Lao, who runs 
a Macanese restaurant on the grou-
nd floor of Mei Lin Building, in the 
middle of the red zone near Kiang 
Wu Hospital, has spent the past 
two weeks at the apartment in the 
building which he uses as storage.

Prior to the cessation of the 
appointment, former Secretary 
for Administration and Jus-
tice, Sónia Chan, ordered his 
appointment be terminated, 
an order which was due to have 
taken effect on September 9.

However, the Court of Final 
Instance has deemed the order 
procedurally unlawful, on the 

didate on the list but was disqua-
lified by the CAEAL – alongside 
20 other original candidates – on 
the allegations of not upholding 
the Basic Law of Macau and not 
showing allegiance to the Macau 
Special Administrative Region.

ELECTION CONTINGENCIES
Tong revealed that, amid the 

Covid-19 pandemic, special mea-
sures will be levied on the elec-
tion day. He reminds voters to 
screen capture their Health Code 
on the day prior to their departu-
re for the polling station. Upon 
entry, their body temperature will 
be taken and their Health Code 
checked.

As in other venues, mask-wea-
ring is mandatory.

As the clock struck midnight, 
Lao left his storage apartment and 
posed at the entrance of the buil-
ding for a “photo opportunity.” He 
was happy about the release but 
expressed his surprise about “in-
fections at the doorstep.”

The health authorities earlier 
revealed that residents in the red 
zone have each been tested six 
times over the two weeks. Lao ex-
plained that it was quite intense 
because each of the tests required 
a nasopharyngeal swab. “My nasal 
tract almost broke down,” he joked 
about the experience.

grounds that the administration 
did not provide a hearing to Ian 
in advance, thus denying him 
the chance to defend himself.

The recent statement issued 
by the FP also confirmed the 
cancellation of the unlawful or-
der.

The IPIM case involved a total 
of 26 suspects, including Ian. AL

A postponement of the election 
date cannot be ruled out shou-
ld the situation deteriorate, Tong 
said.

Voters with a yellow health 
code will be allowed to cast their 
votes, but if necessary they will 
be required to take precautionary 
measures, such as glove-wearing 
while voting. Meanwhile, red heal-
th code bearers will be prohibited 
from voting and referred to the 
health authorities.

Backup polling stations will be 
set up in case certain stations are 
put under cordon.

The CAEAL will also regular-
ly update reports on the flow of 
voters through various media to 
help voters decide when to visit a 
polling station. AL

Another resident named Kuan, 
who was quarantined at the San 
Kio District, went straight to che-
ck on his car after being released. 
It was also his intention to visit his 
friends and relatives afterwards.

He recalled that the last minute 
announcement of the quarantine 
was slightly confusing and disor-
derly, but the situation was later 
improved. 

Alvis Lo, director of the Health 
Bureau, was also present when 
the cordon ended. However, he 
did not give an interview to the 
press.

MIGUEL IAN 
Former head loses FP job following prison sentence 

Two candidates withdraw from AL election

RED ZONE 

Residents await for the clock to 
struck midnight as quarantine ends

Mr. Lao, owner of a Macanese restaurant in Mei Lin Building
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Fu Hong’s  
social 
restaurant 
helps train 
recovered 
psychiatric 
patients 
Local charity Fu Hong 
Society has opened a 
social restaurant in Fai Chi 
Kei that serves Macanese 
and Portuguese food 
at lunch to help train 
recovered psychiatric 
patients and provide them 
with more opportunities to 
get in touch with different 
people, which will gradually 
rebuild their confidence 
to reenter the community. 
The restaurant provides 
homely Macanese and 
Portuguese delicacies 
under the instruction of 
a dozen of experienced 
chefs, such as Chef Joe 
Chan from the StarWorld 
Hotel. The organization 
hopes the restaurant will 
also warm diners’ hearts.

Ella Lei calls 
for better 
workplace 
safety law
After Monday’s 
construction casualty 
at the Galaxy Macau’s 
Phase-3 Site, Ella Lei, 
candidate for 2021 
elections, issued a 
statement to call on the 
legislation governing the 
construction industry’s 
workplace safety and 
health to “raise awareness 
on safe management in 
construction projects in 
the first place through 
completing the laws and 
strengthening supervision 
and implementation.” In 
addition, her comments 
on lowering the possibility 
of workplace accidents 
are to rigorously remind 
employers and workers to 
practice safety, and use 
legal means to supervise 
safety measures.

Man sent to 
ICU after being 
punched 
Two men fell into a quarrel 
over a female friend 
while having a smoke 
outside a restaurant in 
the Northern District. 
One man, a competition 
Thai boxer, punched the 
other man, who fell to the 
ground suffering severe 
head injuries. The victim is 
now being treated in the 
Intensive Care Unit. The 
attacker fled the scene but 
was apprehended by the 
Judiciary Police at a later 
date. The suspect is aged 
26 years and the victim 
25; both men are of Thai 
nationality.

IN two recently approved 
social enterprise pro-

jects, 22 positions will be 
filled by senior residen-
ts, Hon Wai, president of 
the Social Welfare Bureau 
(IAS), disclosed.

Of the 22 positions, 16 
are full-time and six are 
part-time.

In order to make pro-
gress with the projects, 
the IAS has signed service 
contracts in the first half 
of this year with the servi-
ce providers. The projects 
are expected to be laun-
ched in the second half of 
the year.

The IAS added that, 

citing the Labour Affairs 
Bureau (DSAL), em-
ployers who have the will 
to hire senior job-seekers 
or without competent 
skills are eligible to apply 
for subsidies from the go-
vernment.

Meanwhile, in order 
to follow up with senior 

employment needs, the 
DSAL operates a senior 
employment service 
priority channel, the IAS 
revealed. The channel fo-
cuses on job-matching 
services for residents of or 
above 65 years of age.

Vocational support ser-
vices are also provided to 

senior job-seekers to pre-
pare them for the employ-
ment market once more.

The DSAL and the So-
cial Security Fund (FSS) 
are exchanging opinions 
on the review of the Re-
gulations on Employ-
ment Assistance and 
Training. AL

22 vacancies provided to retired seniors: IAS

RENATO MARQUES

THE return of students to 
non-tertiary education faci-

lities in Macau may be delayed, 
Wong Ka Ki, Department Head 
of Non-Tertiary Education from 
the Education and Youth De-
velopment Bureau (DSEDJ), 
admitted yesterday during the 
regular briefing from health au-
thorities on the Covid-19 situa-
tion.

According to Wong, depen-
ding on the development of the 
pandemic in coming days, the 
start of the new academic year 
planned for the beginning of 
next month might be subject to 
some adjustment and delay, he 
said.

In limbo are approximately 
3,000 cross-border students and 
other school staff members, in-
cluding teachers, who are likely 
to be unable to return to Macau 
14 days ahead of the launch of 
the new academic year as the 
DSEDJ had previously expected.

According to the same offi-
cial, no decision has yet been 
taken on the matter and the 
plan for the start of the school 
year is still in place, although 
he warned that changes may be 
made as the date approaches.

“Our priority is to ensure 
the safety of our students and 
school communities,” Wong 
said while explaining the rea-
sons behind the potential pos-
tponement.

At this point, the DSEDJ de-
partment head preferred not to 
speculate on the possible length 
of any postponement nor whe-
ther any delay would apply to 
all schools or just to particular 
cases.

“We plan that if the situation 
[with Covid-19] becomes uns-
table, we can consider the pos-
tponement of the start of the 
school year,” Wong remarked.

Questioned on the matter, 
Wong also noted that, accor-
ding to the DSEDJ plan, studen-
ts, teachers and other school 
staff members should under-
take at least one nucleic acid 
test (NAT) to guarantee that 

there is no risk of contagion.
Expanding on the subject, he 

admitted that the main target 
of the NAT requirement could 
be local members of the school 

community, “since the cross 
border ones must already [ac-
cording to regulations] repeat 
the test every seven days.” Des-
pite his statement that no final 

decision had yet been reached 
on the matter, Wong said that 
the DSEDJ services and the 
Health Bureau, are “still evalua-
ting.”

Return to school might  
be delayed, gov’t admits

RENATO MARQUES

DR. Tai Wa Hou, medical director from the 
Conde de São Januário Hospital Center and 

coordinator of the Health Bureau’s Covid-19 Vac-
cination Operation, issued a clarification at the 
regular press briefing on the Covid-19 situation 
yesterday that no consensus has yet been reached 
concerning the possible effects of mixing doses of 
different Covid-19 vaccines.

The comments from Tai came after a question 
from the media as to whether the government has 
found a solution for Macau residents who have 
been vaccinated with the Sinopharm inactivated 
virus vaccines and who now cannot travel to the 
USA, where this vaccine is not recognized.

Admitting that there is no solution for such 
cases, Tai said that “the mixing of vaccines is so-
mething that is still being studied, and has not yet 
been approved. And the same goes for the third 
[booster] dose for the current vaccines.”

Continuing on the subject, the doctor added 
that the inoculation of persons under 18 years of 
age with the Sinopharm vaccine is still in an expe-
rimental and restricted stage and requires special 
authorization from mainland authorities.

“The vaccination of children and adolescents 
with the inactivated virus vaccine is just for emer-
gency cases and a large majority of people are not 
included in this emergency plan,” he said.

“Once we have the documentation that proves 
the safety and efficiency of the use of vaccines in 
different ways [compared to what is being done 
currently] we will inform [the public] about this 
and we will consider it,” he added.

Tai also clarified that of the eight severe cases 
of potential adverse events following immuniza-
tion (AEFI), only one is currently being conside-
red as directly related to the vaccine. The other 
seven have been dismissed either as cases of me-
dical conditions surfacing coincidentally with the 
vaccine or inconclusive cases.

In the case involving a myocardial inflamma-
tion (myocarditis), the physician said that the go-
vernment would assume responsibility over the 
treatment of the patient.

Questioned whether the patients concerned 
could make a claim using the vaccination’s insu-
rance, Tai said that there is no such possibility in 
any of the cases, since, “the insurance only co-
vers cases of death or severe incapacity due to 
AEFIs.”

COVID-19
No consensus yet reached on 
vaccine mixing, recognition  
for Sinopharm vaccine
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RENATO MARQUES

C
ANDIDATE for the Le-
gislative Assembly (AL) 
2021 elections, José Pe-
reira Coutinho, has re-

fused to comment on the disqua-
lification of a significant number 
of candidates from the pro-de-
mocracy wing.

Questioned on the subject at 
a press conference organized 
by the candidate to present a 
summary of the work of the AL’s 
sixth term yesterday, the can-
didate refused to comment on 
the matter. “The Court of Final 
Appeal (TUI) has already [made] 
a ruling on that matter and this 
decision is already final so I do 
not have anything to add besi-
des what was said by the TUI,” 
he said, adding, “the only thing I 
can do is to respect and to follow 
scrupulously the Basic Law.”

Also questioned on how this 
decision might affect the upco-
ming AL term, Pereira Coutinho 
briefly responded that any chan-

ges will depend on the new AL 
composition after the September 
12 elections.

“Regarding the AL, it will chan-
ge or not, depending on the fu-

ture composition of the AL,” he 
said.

“On my side I feel that I did my 
duty over the past four years and 
I want to take this opportunity to 

thank all citizens who have su-
pported us, providing us with in-
formation and even criticizing us 
so we could keep improving our 
work,” he added.

After several journalists pres-
sed him for answers, he finally 
admitted that is likely that “the 
work of overseeing [the govern-
ment] done by AL will be weake-
ned [without the lawmakers].”

He also added that he would 
not speculate on how he avoi-
ded the disqualification of al-
most the entire pro-democracy 
wing, stating, “I cannot judge 
my own case, so it is best if you 
seek answers from the Legislative 
Assembly Electoral Affairs Com-
mission (CAEAL),” he replied to 
questions from the media.

Questioned how he rates the 
work of the disqualified candi-
dates, specifically Sulu Sou and 
Ng Kuok Cheong in the AL’s last 
term, Pereira Coutinho again re-
fused to comment, stating only, 
“I am not qualified to evaluate 
the work of my colleagues, I can 
only evaluate a little what I do in 
my own conscience. However, 
one thing is certain: I would ne-
ver do anything against my moral 
conscience.”

Pereira Coutinho declines to comment 
on disqualification of AL candidates
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HONG KONG
Police arrest 
four from 
university 
student union

FOUR members of a Hong Kong uni-
versity student union were arrested 

yesterday for allegedly advocating terro-
rism by paying tribute to a person who 
stabbed a police officer and then killed 
himself, police said.

Police arrested four men between 18 
and 20 years old who were committee 
members and members of the student 
council at the University of Hong Kong, 
said Li Kwai-wah, senior superintendent 
of the police national security division. 
He said the arrests were in relation to a 
council meeting that “promoted terro-
rism.”

Those arrested included the president 
and council chairman, who were among 
more than 30 students who attended a 
meeting last month at which they pas-
sed a motion to mourn the “sacrifice” of 
the attacker, local media reported.

The arrests are the latest use of a strict 
national security law that Beijing impo-
sed on semi-autonomous Hong Kong 
last year after months of anti-govern-
ment protests in 2019. The demonstra-
tions often led to clashes between de-
monstrators and police.

Authorities have said the man who 
stabbed the police officer in the shoul-
der on July 1 before killing himself had 
material in his home decrying the natio-
nal security law as well as notes in which 
he declared his hatred for the police.

Police previously cautioned people 
against mourning the attacker, saying it 
was “no different from supporting terro-
rism.”

The student union withdrew its mo-
tion mourning the attacker after facing 
criticism from the government and the 
university and some union members 
quit. The university responded by seve-
ring ties with the union.

Li said the four arrested yesterday 
were still in custody.

More than 100 pro-democracy acti-
vists have been arrested under the na-
tional security law, which outlaws sub-
version, secession, terrorism and foreign 
collusion to interfere in the city’s affairs.

Critics say the law has been used to 
stifle dissent and restrict freedoms Hong 
Kong was promised it could maintain 
for 50 years following its 1997 handover 
to China. MDT/AP

A student of Hong Kong University is escorted by 
police officers yesterday
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Beijing says waiting before 
recognizing government

New monument will honor 
Carlin’s first Chinese pioneers

Communist Party expels censor 
accused of corruption

A monument memoriali-
zing a northeast Nevada 

mining town’s first Chinese 
pioneers will be unveiled in 
Carlin next month.

Three years ago, the re-
mains of 13 Chinese men 
were buried in the Carlin Ce-
metery after they were disco-
vered in 1996 during an exca-
vation behind a house.

CHINA’S ruling Commu-
nist Party has expelled a 

leading internet censor and 
accused him of a range of cri-
mes and rule breaking from 
corruption to failing to pro-
perly guide public opinion. 

Peng Bo had been deputy 
head of the Leading Group 
for the Prevention and Han-
dling of Cults, a body set up 
after the party launched a 
sweeping crackdown against 
the Falun Gong meditation 
sect that it viewed as a threat 
to its authority. 

An investigation found 
that Peng’s “ideals and belie-

CHINA says it is waiting for 
the establishment of an 

“open, inclusive, and widely 
representative” government 
in Afghanistan before it de-
cides on the issue of recogni-
tion.

“If we are going to recogni-
ze a government, we will have 
to wait till the government 
is formed,” Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
said yesterday.

“Only after that, will we 
come to the question of diplo-
matic recognition,” Zhao told 
reporters at a daily briefing.

Zhao reiterated Beijing’s 
hopes for a “a smooth transi-
tion” following the Taliban’s 
sweep to power to avoid fur-
ther violence or a humanita-
rian disaster.

“China will continue to 
support the peaceful recons-
truction of Afghanistan and 
provide assistance to Afgha-
nistan’s economic and social 
development within its capa-
city,” Zhao said.

The Taliban must make 
good on its commitment not 

The dedication ceremony 
for the new Carlin 13 monu-
ment is planned Sept. 6 at the 
cemetery, followed by a visit 
to the Carlin Chinese Garden 
and museum tours, the Elko 
Daily Free Press  reported.

A local viewing also is 
planned of the short film 
“Going Home” documenting 
the immigrants’ journey.

fs collapsed, and that he had 
been disloyal to the party, de-
viated from the Party Central 
Committee decisions on the 
online public opinion stru-
ggle (and) gave up on posi-
tions taken on managing the 
internet,” the party’s discipli-
nary watchdog body said on 
its website. 

Peng also “engaged in su-
perstitious activities and ille-
gally received large amounts 
of property,” said the notice, 
dated Tuesday. Along with 
being expelled from the ru-
ling party, he is stripped of 
all pay and benefits and is 

to give shelter to terrorists 
or allow foreign elements to 
operate within its territory, 
singling out the East Turkes-
tan Islamic Movement that 
Beijing blames for attacks in 
its northwestern region of 
Xinjiang, which shares a nar-

The bodies were exhumed 
and studied by archaeologists 
from the Nevada State Mu-
seum, U.S. Forest Service, Elko 
County Chapter of the Neva-
da Archaeological Association 
and anthropologists from the 
Smithsonian Institution.

The remains were even-
tually moved to UNLV in Las 
Vegas. Research on the men 

being referred for criminal 
prosecution for numerous 
violations of discipline and 
on suspicion of bribery, it 
said. 

The public announce-
ment was unusual both for 
the sensitivity of Peng’s po-
sition and the accusations 
of losing faith and defiance 
of party orders. Such noti-
ces are generally brief and 
provide little information of 
the charges, almost always 
related to some form of cor-
ruption. 

China heavily censors the 
internet and social media 

row, remote border with Af-
ghanistan.

Beijing long called for the 
U.S. to leave Afghanistan, but 
has condemned what it calls 
the “hasty” retreat of Ameri-
can forces for the current ins-
tability.

was published in the 2005 
book “Chinese American 
Death Rituals: Respecting the 
Ancestors.”

Lijuchin “Lee” Chin, owner 
of Chin’s Café, led a campaign 
to bring back “the oldest citi-
zens of Carlin” and presided 
over a traditional Chinese ce-
remony at the 2018 reburial. 

A year later, the Carlin 13 
were recognized with a ceme-
tery plaque in conjunction 
with the 150th Golden Spike 
Anniversary of the Transcon-
tinental Railroad. MDT/AP

platforms for content not in 
alignment with party policies 
or that questions the party 
and state media’s version of 
history and current events 
or its tight controls over reli-
gious expression. 

Party officials and internet 
companies are expected gui-
de public opinion by dele-
ting postings seen as deviant, 
while content seen as insul-
ting the party or nation can 
result in a massive backlash 
from online nationalists and 
possible criminal prosecu-
tion. 

President and party leader 
Xi Jinping has also led a year-
s-long crackdown on corrup-
tion that has ensnared nu-
merous serving and retired 
officials in what some see as 
politically motivated prose-
cutions. MDT/AP

China has sought good re-
lations with both the former 
Afghan government and the 
Taliban, hosting the group’s 
top political leader, Mullah 
Abdul Ghani Baradar, for talks 
with Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
late last month. MDT/AP

Taliban fighters patrol in Wazir Akbar Khan neighborhood of Kabul yesterday
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AFGHANISTAN

Woman in limbo at Kabul 
airport after Taliban sweep

SAMYA KULLAB

W
ITH hundreds of Af-
ghans rushing the 
tarmac of Kabul’s 
international air-

port desperate to flee the return of 
the Taliban, a young Afghan wo-
man stood in limbo between two 
worlds. 

In one world, the 22-year-old 
would board a flight to a coun-
try she did not know, destined 
to become a refugee. In another, 
she would stay in an Afghanistan 
under Taliban rule, forced to wipe 
out the last 20 years of all that she 
had built and achieved. 

Sleepless, hungry and scared 
she has been waiting for hours at 
the airport for a flight she feared 
would never come with questions 
she could not answer. 

“I am in the airport, waiting 
to get a flight but I don’t know to 
where,” she said, speaking to The 
Associated Press over the phone. 
“I am here, confused, hungry and 
hopeless. I don’t know what is 
coming my way. Where will I go? 
How will I spend my days? Who 
will support my family?” 

A data analyst working for a 
U.S. contractor helping Afghan 
businesses, she said she had got-
ten the call on Sunday afternoon, 
informing her she had just 10 mi-
nutes to leave for the airport. She 
had been put on an evacuation 
list heading to the United States 
or Mexico — she was told nothing 
more. She did not have a visa in 
her passport. 

She left a friend’s apartment in 
Kabul with just the clothes on her 
back, a knapsack, laptop and her 
phone. 

“My dreams and my plans, are 
all inside this small backpack,” 
she said, speaking to the AP on 
condition that her name not be 
used for safety reasons. 

As the Taliban swept into Kabul 
on Sunday after President Ashraf 
Ghani fled the country, bringing 
an end to a two-decade campaign 
in which the U.S. and its allies 
had tried to transform Afghanis-
tan, she and a group of Afghans 
working for U.S. media were 
rushed to the city’s international 
airport by their American friends. 

The speed of the Afghan go-
vernment’s collapse, the ensuing 
chaos and the near-complete 
takeover of the country — just two 
weeks before the final pullout of 
the last U.S. and NATO troops — 
has shocked many in Afghanistan 
and beyond. For Afghan women, 
it raised fears that all they had 
achieved in women’s rights, the ri-
ght to go to school and work, wou-
ld be swiftly taken away.

On the way to the airport, she 
looked out the window, taking in 
the last glimpses of Kabul streets, 
“filled with a scary silence.” 

There was barely time to call 
her family in the western province 
of Herat, seized by the Taliban last 
week in the insurgents relentless 
sweep. Before the fall, she had fled 
the city of Herat, the provincial 

capital and her hometown, for the 
Afghan capital, “with hope that 
Kabul would resist.”

“But everything changed,” she 
said. “Everything collapsed in 
front of my eyes.” 

Her family did not object to 
her leaving even though at 22, 
she was their breadwinner. That 
role brought her respect and pri-
de — something the Taliban could 
take away. She also knew that by 
staying, she would become a lia-
bility for her loved ones — a you-

Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid speaks at his first news conference in Kabul

Taliban vow to respect women, 
despite history of oppression

THE Taliban vowed yesterday [Macau time] 
to respect women’s rights, forgive tho-

se who fought them and ensure Afghanistan 
does not become a haven for terrorists as part 
of a publicity blitz aimed at reassuring world 
powers and a fearful population.

Following a lightning offensive across Af-
ghanistan that saw many cities fall to the insur-
gents without a fight, the Taliban have sought 
to portray themselves as more moderate than 
when they imposed a strict form of Islamic rule 
in the late 1990s. But many Afghans remain 
skeptical — and thousands have raced to the 
airport, desperate to flee the country.

Older generations remember the Taliban’s 
previous rule, when they largely confined wo-
men to their homes, banned television and 
music, and held public executions. A U.S.-led 
invasion drove them from power months after 
the 9/11 attacks, which al-Qaida had orchestra-
ted from Afghanistan while being sheltered by 
the Taliban.

Zabihullah Mujahid, the Taliban’s longtime 
spokesman, emerged from the shadows in his 
first-ever public appearance to address those 
concerns at a news conference.

He promised the Taliban would honor 
women’s rights within the norms of Islamic 
law, without elaborating. The Taliban have 
encouraged women to return to work and 
have allowed girls to return to school, han-
ding out Islamic headscarves at the door. A 
female news anchor interviewed a Taliban 

official Monday in a TV studio.
The treatment of women varies widely 

across the Muslim world and sometimes even 
within the same country, with rural areas ten-
ding to be far more conservative. Some Mus-
lim countries, including neighboring Pakis-
tan, have had female prime ministers, while 
ultraconservative Saudi Arabia only recently 
allowed women to drive.

Mujahid also said the Taliban would not 
allow Afghanistan to be used as a base for at-
tacking other countries, as it was in the years 
before 9/11. That assurance was part of a 2020 

peace deal reached between the Taliban and 
the Trump administration that paved the way 
for the American withdrawal.

The Pentagon said U.S. commanders are 
communicating with the Taliban as they work 
to evacuate thousands of people through 
Kabul’s international airport. It said the Taliban 
have taken no hostile actions there.

Kabul, the capital, has remained calm as 
the Taliban patrol its streets. But many remain 
fearful after prisons and armories emptied out 
during the insurgents’ sweep across the coun-
try. MDT/AP
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ng woman, educated at an inter-
national university and working 
with foreigners. 

“When I left Herat I thought I 
cannot leave my family like this, 
but staying there I become a risk 
for them,” she said. If the Taliban 
found out, she is convinced “they 
will hurt my family.” 

Before leaving Herat, she des-
troyed all evidence linking her 
with international organizations, 
including newspaper clippings. 
Apart from working as a U.S. con-

tractor, in July she was also featu-
red in a prominent U.S. paper.

“I burned them, I buried them, 
and I left,” she said.

Once at the airport, she saw 
Afghans waiting desperately for 
a plane out, some breaking into 
tears. She was tired, she had not 
slept in three days. Rumors circu-
lated that the planes may even be 
cancelled. Others asked why there 
was no security and who would 
protect them.

“The Taliban can come at any 

time,” she said, her voice faltering. 
Six hours passed. She heard 

shots ring out from the outside — 
was it the Taliban? 

From where she was, she cou-
ld see a plane on the tarmac, but 
it wasn’t hers. A mad rush of men 
and women followed, people 
overtaking one another, despera-
te to get out. She watched from 
a cold steel bench, and for a mo-
ment, thought of the unknown 
that awaited her on the other side. 

“I might end up on the other 
side of the world, in a refugee 
camp. I have no food, no money 
with me,” she said. And she mis-
sed her family. “I am worried for 
their lives,” she said. “All these 
years of education and hard work, 
in the hope of making a better life 
and helping other Afghans ended 
up being for nothing.” 

By midnight on Sunday, she 
thought of giving up and taking a 
taxi back to Kabul. Herat was out 
of the question. She got up, but 
just as quickly changed her mind 
again. 

Sleep would not come. She said 
looters were causing havoc inside 
the terminal. She left with her tra-
vel companions to wait outside 
on the runway. 

At daybreak, thousands of 
Afghans had streamed into the 
airport. She said she saw U.S. sol-
diers fire shots in the air. Her flight 
would be here soon, she was told. 

Earlier this week, U.S. mili-
tary officials said the chaos at the 
Kabul airport had left seven peo-
ple dead, including some who fell 
from a departing American mili-
tary transport jet.

“I will never forgive the world 
for staying silent,” she said. “I di-
dn’t deserve this. No one deserves 
this.” MDT/AP
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A massive bomb has wrecked the United Nations 
headquarters in Baghdad, killing at least 17 people in-
cluding the UN’s chief envoy to Iraq, Sergio Vieira de 
Mello.

Three floors of the concrete building collapsed in the 
explosion. Hundreds of people were still at work, and it 
was an especially busy period since a news conference 
had just begun.

Rescue efforts to dig out those trapped in the rubble 
are continuing into the night.

Alice Yacoub, a UN employee, was sitting in the cafe-
teria when the blast happened.

“Everything came down on our heads,” she said. “I 
can’t find my colleagues and I’m worried about them.”

The UN’s spokesman at the scene, Salim Lone, was 
working in his office when the bomb went off.

“There was a huge, shattering explosion. I was 
working on the computer, the glass in the window blew 
- the woodwork, everything came out of the roof.

“I ran in to the corridor. Everybody was very severely 
wounded, very badly hurt, bleeding, people with blood 
on their face.”

A US military spokeswoman said the blast was cau-
sed by a truck bomb, possibly in a suicide bombing.

Eyewitnesses said a concrete mixing lorry believed to 
have been carrying the bomb was parked just outside 
Mr de Mello’s office when it went off at about 1640 local 
time (1240 GMT).

The highly-respected 55-year-old Brazilian diplomat 
died after being trapped under rubble for several hours.

He was one of the UN’s most experienced envoys, 
and had been on many of the most sensitive and dan-
gerous peace missions of recent years.

The UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan, said in a sta-
tement that everyone at the UN was “shocked and dis-
mayed” at the attack.

“Nothing can excuse this act of unprovoked and mur-
derous violence against men and women who went to 
Iraq... to help the Iraqi people,” the statement said.

The bombing is the latest in a steady stream of atta-
cks by groups opposed to the US occupation of Iraq.

The United Nations has just increased security mea-
sures around the Baghdad building in the wake of seve-
ral recent attacks, including the bombing of the Jorda-
nian embassy 12 days ago in which at least 14 people 
died.

Courtesy BBC News

2003 UN eNvoy dies iN 
              Baghdad BomBiNg

In context

The death toll later rose to 23.
Following the attack, all but about 50 foreign UN workers 
were pulled out of Baghdad.
The remainder were withdrawn in October 2003 following 
an attack on the Red Cross headquarters in which 12 
people died.
Many other aid organisations have since left Baghdad as 
the security situation continues to deteriorate.
In December 2003, Kofi Annan named New Zealand offi-
cial Ross Mountain as an interim envoy to Iraq to replace 
Mr de Mello.
In February 2004, a UN team returned to Baghdad for the 
first time since the attack, on a fact-finding mission to 
discuss the handover of political power.
Iraq was run by the US-led Coalition Provisional Authority 
(CPA), headed by American diplomat Paul Bremer until 28 
June 2004 when power was officially handed back.
Elections to choose a full, sovereign Iraqi government 
were held in 2005.

this day in history

EDITH M. LEDERER, 
UNITED NATIONS

T
HE United Kingdom 
called yesterday 
[Macau time] for an 
immediate and sus-

tained pause in clashes and 
unrest in Myanmar to allow 
vaccinations as an intense 
COVID-19 surge is ravaging 
the country.

Britain’s deputy U.N. am-
bassador, James Kariuki, told 
reporters after closed Security 
Council discussions that the 
call for a humanitarian pause 
and a strong international res-
ponse was joined by Foreign 
Minister Dato Erywan of Bru-
nei, the new special envoy for 
Myanmar from the 10-mem-
ber Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations who joined the 
meeting virtually.

Kariuki said U.N. special 
envoy Christine Schraner 
Burgener and U.N. deputy 
humanitarian chief Ramesh 
Rajasingham told the council 
that the humanitarian crisis in 
Myanmar is worsening daily.

“Prior to the coup, 
Myanmar had a strong vacci-
nation record and was deve-
loping a COVID-19 plan,” he 
said. “Now, Myanmar’s health 
system is barely functioning, 
unacceptable attacks on hos-
pitals, doctors and nurses 
continue, and only 3% of the 
population are vaccinated.” 

IN his position of authority, 
the former head of the Kh-

mer Rouge shared joint culpa-
bility for the regime’s atrocities 
in Cambodia in the 1970s, 
prosecutors said yesterday, 
rejecting defense arguments 
that he should not be held res-
ponsible. 

Khieu Samphan, 90, is 
appealing his 2018 conviction 
for genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes. He 
is the last surviving member of 
the inner circle of Pol Pot’s ra-
dical communist regime that 
ruled Cambodia with an iron 
fist from 1975 to 1979 and was 
responsible for the deaths of 
an estimated 1.7 million peo-
ple.

His defense team has 
argued there were proce-

Myanmar has been stru-
ggling with one of the worst 
COVID-19 surges in Southeast 
Asia, and the military leader-
ship that ousted Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s democratically elected 
government Feb. 1 has been 
accused of diverting critical 
medical supplies to itself and 
its supporters.

Last week, Schraner Bur-
gener said that more than 
333,000 cases of COVID-19 
have been reported in 
Myanmar, including 3,611 
new cases Aug. 9. 

At the council meeting, 
U.N. spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said Rajasingham 
“outlined what is basically a 
collapsing health care system, 
resurging wave of the virus, 
increased hostilities and vio-
lence, (and) significant displa-
cement. 

Schraner Burgener cal-
led on U.N. member states 
to support pandemic and 

dural errors in the original 
Extraordinary Chambers in 
the Courts of Cambodia trial 
and challenged the evidence 
against him.

In the third day of argu-
ments, defense attorney Anta 
Guissé questioned the use of 
the principle of joint criminal 
enterprise in his conviction, 
under which individuals can 
be held responsible for the ac-
tions of a group to which they 
belong.

Guissé told the interna-
tional tribunal the reasoning 
was hazardous, arguing that it 
replaces “belonging to a poli-
tical project” with a “criminal 
objective and intent” to com-
mit a crime. 

The court, she said “had to 
establish that he intended to 

other humanitarian efforts in 
Myanmar and she also cal-
led on the parties to allow a 
vaccination campaign “to go 
forward through all available 
avenues in the country,” Du-
jarric said.

Kariuki said that “the UK is 
calling for an immediate and 
sustained humanitarian pau-
se to allow vaccines to get to all 
in need, and for medical and 
humanitarian staff to work 
without fear or attack.”

He said that at the council 
meeting “we had a lot of calls 
for a humanitarian pause,” 
but members did not take any 
action.

Kariuki said U.N. officials 
will work with Security Cou-
ncil members, other U.N. 
members and international 
partners such as the Global 
Alliance for Vaccines and Im-
munization “to ensure the 
people of Myanmar get access 
to vaccines in an equitable 
way — regardless of politics, 

commit a crime and that he 
associated with other persons 
in order to achieve this ob-
jective and, furthermore, that 
he broadly contributed to the 
crime.”

“Short of that,” she said, 
“one cannot say that there was 
proof, that there was intent, to 
commit the crimes.”

Khieu Samphan sat behind 
Guissé as she spoke, wearing 
earphones to hear the procee-
dings and a mask as part of the 
COVID-19 precautions. 

Prosecutor William Smith 
rejected her argument, telling 
the ECCC’s Supreme Court 
chamber that precedent from 
trials of war crimes from the 
former Yugoslavia had estab-
lished that it’s not required to 
show a defendant had know-

ethnicity or religion.”
“Vaccines must be tools 

of protection, not politics,” 
he said, stressing that the po-
litical situation is having an 
impact on the humanitarian 
crisis.

Myanmar for five decades 
languished under strict mili-
tary rule that led to interna-
tional isolation and sanctions. 
As the generals loosened their 
grip, culminating in Suu Kyi’s 
rise to leadership in 2015 elec-
tions, the international com-
munity responded by lifting 
most sanctions and pouring 
investment into the country. 
The Feb. 1 takeover followed 
an overwhelming victory by 
Suu Kyi’s National League for 
Democracy party in Novem-
ber elections that the military 
contested as fraudulent.

The military takeover was 
met with widespread protests 
that have resulted in a lethal 
crackdown by security forces, 
which routinely fire live am-
munition into crowds. Armed 
resistance to the military is 
growing in both urban and ru-
ral areas.

Myanmar’s Assistance As-
sociation for Political Priso-
ners reported Tuesday that 
999 people have been killed 
since Feb. 1. It said 7,320 have 
been arrested, of whom 5,712 
are still detained, including 
Suu Kyi and ousted President 
Win Myint. MDT/AP

ledge of specific incidents. 
“Indeed, it would be arti-

ficial, impractical and defeat 
the purpose of having (joint 
criminal) liability in the first 
place to require the precise 
intent or precise knowled-
ge of each and every crime 
committed in the course of a 
large-scale ongoing joint cri-
minal enterprise,” Smith ar-
gued. “As long as the appellant 
intended, or was aware of the 
general types of crimes being 
committed pursuant to the 
common purpose, that is all 
that is required.” MDT/AP

CAMBODIA
Khmer Rouge defendant guilty 
of regime’s crimes: prosecutor

Khieu Samphan

COVID-19

Britain urges halt to Myanmar 
clashes to allow vaccination
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1- Now you ___...; 6- Scored 100 on; 10- 1/100 of a monetary unit; 14- Mild 

cigar; 15- Singer Laine; 16- 1998 Sarah McLachlan hit; 17- Broadcaster; 18- Saab 
model; 19- High-pitched tone; 20- Destiny; 21- Accomplishment; 24- Jock; 26- 
Faculties; 27- Oklahoma city; 28- MetLife competitor; 30- Beat; 33- Made a mistake; 
34- Coffee container; 37- Dance move; 38- Temporary paper currency; 39- Gas 
burner or Sicilian volcano; 40- Sunday seat; 41- Gillette razors; 42- Newly made; 43- 
Sanctimonious; 44- Trouble; 45- Thick woven straw mat; 48- Deserved; 52- Revive; 
55- John Lennon’s middle name; 56- Nest eggs, briefly; 57- Are you ___ out?; 58- It’s 
a wrap; 60- Italian bread?; 61- Cozy; 62- Instant; 63- Minus; 64- Additional; 65- Strike 
hard;
 
DOWN: 1- Milan’s La ___; 2- Prufrock’s creator; 3- Soil; 4- Intense anger; 5- Underwater 
missile; 6- Without ___ in the world; 7- Staff leader?; 8- Architect Saarinen; 9- Threshold; 
10- Bathhouse; 11- Paradises; 12- Family tree 
member; 13- Ribbons; 22- Zeta follower; 23- 
Repair; 25- Reindeer herder; 28- Tapestry; 
29- Goddess and sister of Ares in Greek 
mythology; 30- Sugar amt.; 31- Hot time in 
Paris; 32- Cry of a cat; 33- Beige cousin; 34- 
U of U athlete; 35- Hosp. staffers; 36- Uh-uh; 
38- Philosophy of Zeno; 39- ... ___ saw Elba; 
41- Intentions; 42- Tree plantations; 43- 
Hesitates; 44- Rainy; 45- Run of bird-song; 
46- Eagle’s home; 47- Former Russian rulers; 
48- A Simpson; 49- Japanese gateway; 50- 
Perform or portray; 51- Recipient; 53- ___ 
uncertain terms; 54- Travel from place to 
place; 59- Upper limb;

Yesterday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081

Easy Easy+

Medium Hard

Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You can breathe a great big 
sigh of  relief  today - that issue 
you were afraid would rear its 
ugly head at the last minute is 
not going to be bothering you 
(at least not today).

Apr. 20-May. 20
Don’t be too surprised if  you feel 
a little bit weird or out of  place 
amongst the people you’ll be with 
today. It is only natural for you to 
feel like a fish out of  water during 
such a transitional time in your life.

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
This day is well-suited for action, 
but not so perfect for deep thought 
or contemplation. Your brain is a 
bit sluggish when it comes to new 
plans right now, but your physical 
self  is ready to get moving.

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
This is an educational time for you, 
when you start to learn about things 
you never thought you’d ever have 
any interest in. Your brain is ready - 
to soak up some heavy stuff, so feel 
free to pour it on.

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Touchy, touchy, touchy! The 
people who are disagreeing with 
you today are not trying to be 
difficult, they’re just trying to follow 
through on what they believe to be 
the right way of  doing things.

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
A friend’s recent advice is still 
humming in your mind - maybe 
it’s something you should follow, 
after all! Do an experiment today. 
Try out what they suggested. See 
how it feels for you.

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
You just have to start seeing things 
in a more idealistic, beautiful, and 
hopeful way. The rest will take 
care of  itself. All you need to do 
is start to focus on the positive 
possibilities.

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
A problem might pop up around 
your home today. A family 
member might not know how 
to react, but you will. Take over 
and show them there’s nothing 
to fear. 

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Don’t be surprised if  you feel like 
no one in your circle of  friends 
and associates understands 
where you’re coming from, 
today. They are in their own 
world...

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
No one will ever do a better job 
of  creating your future than you 
- so why are you modeling your 
decisions on someone else’s? Your 
vision of  the future has to come 
from inside you, organically.

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Today you will gain a key 
insight into how you can create 
a healthier, happier life. Your 
physical health is something you 
can influence more than you have 
been.

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
It will help you figure out what is a 
real problem - and what is merely 
just an inconvenience that you 
can ignore. Pick your battles, and 
you will end up in a lot fewer than 
you think.

  Aquarius Pisces  
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Japan’s imports, exports grow on overseas economic rebound
YURI KAGEYAMA, 
TOKYO

JAPAN’S exports in July 
jumped 37% from a 

year ago, the government 
said yesterday, highligh-
ting an overseas recovery 
from the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Imports also grew, ri-
sing 28.5%, according to 
Finance Ministry data, for 
the second straight mon-
th of a trade surplus for 
the world’s third largest 
economy. 

Japan’s exports grew to 
the U.S., Asia and Europe; 
while imports increased 
from Brazil, Belgium and 
Kuwait. By category, ex-

ports grew in food, iron 
and steel products, and 
electronic parts. Imports 
rose in food, auto parts 
and oil. Japan marked 
a trade surplus with the 
U.S., but a deficit with 
China in July. 

The strong trade num-
bers come even as Japan 
is seeing a surge in CO-
VID-19 cases that are 
causing some hospitals to 
turn away patients. 

The government state 
of emergency” was ex-
tended Tuesday through 
Sept. 12. It had previously 
been set to end this mon-
th.

Prime Minister 
Yoshihide Suga also ex-

panded the regions un-
der emergency and a less 
strict quasi-emergency to 
about two-thirds of the 
nation. He promised hos-
pital systems will be reor-
ganized to increase wards 
to care for COVID-19 pa-
tients. 

Japan has been trying 
to balance curbing infec-
tions while keeping the 
economy going. Japan’s 
economy grew at an an-
nual rate of 1.3% in the 
April-June quarter. 

The emergency is 
centered around having 
restaurants and bars 
close early and not ser-
ve alcohol and asking 
department stores and 

shopping malls to limit 
crowd size. Some gover-
nment advisers have su-
ggested stricter measures 
may be needed. 

Japan has had more 
than 15,000 COVID-
-19-related deaths. But 
worries are growing 
about the new more con-
tagious delta variant. Af-
ter the Tokyo Olympics 
were held without fans, 
the Paralympics open la-
ter this month with simi-
lar anti-virus measures in 
place.

Although the vacci-
ne rollout started slowly, 
about 40% of the popula-
tion now is fully vaccina-
ted. MDT/AP

MARK BAKER, SYDNEY

WITH our long journey to rea-
ch Australia behind us, and 

14 days isolated in a hotel ahead 
of us, the police officer on our bus 
tried to inject some humor: “If 
you’re looking to save some mo-
ney on the hotel,” he joked, “this 
is your last chance to hook up and 
share a room.”

As a photographer for The As-
sociated Press, I had spent the 
past 20 days in Japan covering the 
Olympics. In a bid to limit trans-
mission of COVID-19, officials im-
posed tough rules on visiting me-
dia and athletes that kept us in an 
“Olympic bubble” for our first 14 

days in Tokyo. During that time, 
we were only allowed to move 
between the main media center, 
Olympic venues and our hotel; 
our meals were mostly from con-
venience stores. On Aug. 9, I re-
turned to Australia, where I faced 
another 14 days in a hotel bubble. 

Australia shut its borders to the 
world shortly after the pandemic 
erupted in 2020. Most Australians 
who want to travel abroad — be it 
for work, or to move, or to visit a 
dying family member in another 
country — must apply for permis-
sion from the government to lea-
ve Australia. Those lucky enough 
to be granted permission to tra-
vel must then spend two weeks 

quarantining in a hotel when 
they return, at their own expen-
se — approximately US$2,400. 
The system has stranded tens of 
thousands of Australians abroad, 
as there are a limited number of 
quarantine hotel rooms availab-
le, and thus a limited number of 
Australians are allowed to return 
home each week. 

Many have wondered what 
these quarantine hotels are like 
— and how those of us cloistered 
inside pass the time during those 
14 days. 

After landing in Sydney, we 
were welcomed by friendly local 
health officials who ushered us 
through customs and baggage 

collection and then onto the bus, 
where the jovial police officer ran 
through what to expect over the 
next two weeks. We were checked 
into the hotel one at a time, and 
then finally — three hours after 
landing — I walked into my room. 

I was lucky enough to be pla-
ced in a one-bedroom apartment 
with every luxury included — a 
washing machine, two TVs and a 
kitchen. A friend dropped off gym 
equipment for me, and I rented 
an exercise bike to try and meet 
some fitness goals.

The provided meals are the big-
gest challenge. After two weeks of 
convenience store food in Japan, 
the grim, plastic-wrapped meals 

that arrive three times a day aren’t 
a whole lot better. The meals vary 
daily, but there is no choice. 

My savior has been my wife, 
who every few days has delivered 
some great food and wine (we 
are allowed one bottle per day — 
more than enough for me!). Her 
deliveries have made my time 
here bearable. 

My Olympics colleagues who 
are in other quarantine hotels 
across Australia are all experien-
cing slightly different conditions. 
None appear to be as lucky as 
me with the room, though some 
have better food options — even 
a choice!

As a photographer, I have pas-
sed much of my time documen-
ting the world outside my win-
dow. Though Sydney is normally 
a bustling and vibrant city, a CO-
VID-19 outbreak has forced resi-
dents into lockdown for the past 
two months. Life in the streets be-
low is now quiet. 

I perk up when I spot hin-
ts of normality: garbage trucks, 
parking inspectors, food delivery 
staff, a few office workers. I see 
the sun for around one hour a 
day as it passes between tall office 
towers. 

The hotel staff have been won-
derful. I enjoy my daily “mental 
health” calls from the in-house 
nurses. Less enjoyable are the 
three “up your nose” coronavirus 
tests we do on days 3, 7 and 12. 
Once I have completed my time 
here, I will have had nearly 30 
such tests in the past six weeks.

As I pass the halfway mark, I 
have sets my sights on seeing my 
wife in person and not just from a 
balcony. I’m also looking forward 
to a hot, home-cooked meal and 
stretching my legs during a walk 
in the sunshine.

And I am really looking 
forward to a day when the tou-
ghest part of coming home to 
Australia is the long plane ride to 
get here. MDT/AP

HOSPITALITY

Bad food, slivers of 
sun: Life in Sydney’s 
hotel quarantine
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A former United Sta-
tes Golf Associa-

tion employee has been 
charged in a scheme to 
embezzle funds from 
the unauthorized sale 
of U.S. Open Cham-
pionship tickets, Acting 
United States Attor-
ney Jennifer Arbittier 
Williams announced 
yesterday [Macau time].

According to a sta-
tement released by 
Williams, Robert Fryer, 
39, of Perkasie, Pennsyl-
vania, faces conspiracy, 
wire fraud, and mail 
fraud charges.

Fryer allegedly used 
his position ahead of 
the 2013 U.S. Open held 
at the Merion Golf Club 
in Ardmore, Pennsylva-
nia, through the 2019 
U.S. Open held at the 
Pebble Beach Golf Links 
in Pebble Beach, Cali-
fornia, to obtain 23,000 
tickets that he sold 
to third-party ticket 
brokers for nearly $1 

T
HIS year’s Japanese Grand 
Prix was canceled following 
discussions between the go-
vernment and race promo-

ters, Formula One organizers said yes-
terday.

The race in Suzuka had been sche-
duled for Oct. 10, between the events 
in Turkey and the United States.

“The decision has been taken by 
the Japanese government to cancel 
the race this season due to ongoing 
complexities of the pandemic in the 
country,” F1 said in a statement. “For-
mula 1 is now working on the details 
of the revised calendar and will an-
nounce the final details in the coming 
weeks.”

The decision creates another dent 
in F1’s calendar of Asia-based races 
this season following the cancellation 
of the Australian and Singapore GPs 
and the indefinite postponement of 
the Chinese GP in Shanghai.

The cancellation and postpone-
ment of races last year at the start of 
the pandemic meant the 2020 season 
didn’t start until July, and was com-
pressed to a 17-race schedule through 
December.

million. The face value 
of the tickets is over $3 
million.

“The defendant alle-
gedly stole revenue 
from a legitimate bu-
siness that pays taxes, 
employs many, suppor-
ts a non-profit organi-
zation, and brings ex-
citement and income 
to our district with U.S. 
Open events at courses 
like the Merion Golf 
Club,” Williams said. 
“Criminals that conduct 
ticket schemes like this 
prey on the excitement 
surrounding big events; 
fans should remember 
that any item with a low 
price that seems ‘too 
good to be true’ shou-
ld be cause for caution 
and concern.”

Fryer faces a maxi-
mum of 300 years in 
prison, three years of 
supervised release, a 
$3,750,000 fine, and a 
$1,500 special assess-
ment. MDT/AP

“Formula 1 has proven this year, 
and in 2020, that we can adapt and find 
solutions to the ongoing uncertainties 
and is excited by the level of interest 
from locations to host Formula 1 even-
ts this year and beyond,” F1 said in the 
statement.

Most of the series is being staged in 
Europe and the Middle East this sea-
son, with organizers initially planning 
23 races.

The 11th race was held last 

weekend, when French driver Esteban 
Ocon won a chaotic Hungarian Grand 
Prix ahead of Lewis Hamilton.

The Japanese government pushed 
ahead with the Tokyo Olympics, which 
were delayed by a year because of the 
coronavirus pandemic.

New infections in Tokyo tripled 
during the 17 days of the Olympics, 
which finished on Aug. 8, although 
medical experts said the surge was not 
directly linked to the Games. MDT/AP

GOLF
US association 
employee charged in 
embezzlement scheme

MOTORSPORT

Japanese GP canceled because 
of coronavirus pandemic
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US families mid-adoption trying 
to get Afghan children out

After five frustrating years mired in bureaucratic delays, 
Bahaudin Mujtaba and wife Lisa had hoped to finally bring the 
10-year-old Afghan boy they’re adopting to their home in Flori-
da this year for a chance at a different future.

But with the collapse of the Afghan government, the couple 
is desperately trying to get the boy, Noman, on a flight out of 
Kabul - going anywhere - before the chance to leave disappears.

In the chaos following the Taliban takeover, Noman and ano-
ther family tried to get to the airport Tuesday through clogged 

streets, checkpoints and gunfire but were forced to turn back.
Mujtaba, who spoke to the boy and the family early Tuesday, 

said they hope to try again to get to the airport yesterday.
“I have tears in my eyes this morning and my wife has tears in 

her eyes,” he said. 
The Taliban’s dramatic takeover of Afghanistan has reverbe-

rated worldwide, and for families like the Mujtabas, the fallout 
has been swift, deeply personal and potentially life-altering. 

More on p6-7

OPINION
World Views
Gordon Adams, AUSIS  
MDT/The Conversation Southeast Asia The 

International Federation 
of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies says 
Southeast Asia is battling 
the world’s highest 
COVID-19 death toll, driven 
by the delta variant and 
unequal distribution of 
vaccines. Southeast Asia 
recorded 38,522 deaths 
from COVID-19 in the last 
two weeks, nearly twice as 
many as North America, it 
says. Seven of the top 10 
countries where COVID-19 
deaths have doubled the 
fastest are in Asia and the 
Pacific, with Vietnam, Fiji and 
Myanmar in the top five.

Cambodia A prominent 
labor union leader who is a 
longtime government critic 
was sentenced yesterday 
to two years in prison 
for inciting social unrest 
with sensitive comments 
about the country’s border. 
Rong Chhun (pictured), 
president of the Cambodian 
Confederation of Unions, 
has been in custody 
since July 2020 after the 
government claimed he 
spread false information 
about Cambodia’s border 
with Vietnam.

USA A major Thai asphalt 
company has been 
implicated for money 
laundering in a criminal 
complaint against a Miami 
businessman accused of 
violating U.S. sanctions for 
doing maintenance work on 
Venezuela’s fleet of Russian 
fighter jets. Jorge Nobrega 
was arrested Sunday at 
Miami’s international airport, 
according to his attorney, 
Francisco Alfonso Marty, 
who said it was premature to 
comment further.

Vatican Pope Francis 
is adding his voice to a 
campaign to overcome 
vaccine skepticism, 
issuing a public service 
announcement insisting 
that vaccines are safe, 
effective and an “act of 
love.” The video message 
released yesterday is aimed 
at a global audience but 
directed particularly at the 
Americas. It features six 
cardinals and archbishops 
from North, Central and 
South America as well as the 
Argentine-born pope.
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Afghanistan only  
the latest US war to 
be driven by deceit  
and delusion

In Afghanistan, American hubris – the United States’ 
capacity for self-delusion and official lying – has stru-
ck once again, as it has repeatedly for the last 60 years.  

This weakness-masquerading-as-strength has re-
peatedly led the country into failed foreign interven-
tions. The pattern first became clear to me when I 
learned on Nov. 11, 1963, that the U.S. embassy and 
intelligence agencies had been directly involved in 
planning a coup to depose the president of South 
Vietnam and his brother, leading to their executions. 

I was a Fulbright Fellow, starting a long career in na-
tional security policymaking and teaching, studying 
in Europe. On that day, I was in a bus on a tour of the 
battlefields of Ypres, Belgium, led by a French history 
professor.  

As I watched the grave markers sweep by, I was rea-
ding a report in Le Monde exposing this U.S. effort to 
overthrow another government and I thought, “This 
is a bad idea; my country should not be doing this.” 
And the war, in which the U.S. was directly involved 
for 20 years, marched on. 

The American people were told we had no hand in 
that coup. We did not know that was a lie until The 
New York Times and Washington Post published the 
Pentagon Papers in 1971. By then, 58,000 Americans 
and possibly as many as 3.5 million Vietnamese sol-
diers and civilians had died – and the goal of preven-
ting the unification of Vietnam had died as well. 

For 15 years, the American foreign policy estab-
lishment struggled to overcome what it called the 
“Vietnam Syndrome” – the rational reluctance of the 
American people to invade and try to remake another 
country.  

American hubris reemerged, this time as “the global 
war on terror.” Afghanistan is now the poster child for 
the sense that the U.S. can remake the world. 

Osama bin Laden gave American interventionists 
eager for the next fight a huge justification – an atta-
ck on the U.S., which washed the Vietnam Syndrome 
away in a sea of righteous retribution against al-Qai-
da.

And now the country faces the dark at the end of the 
tunnel in Afghanistan, where lying and self-delusion 
have continued for 20 years.  

The mission expanded: create a modern democra-
cy, a modern society and, above all, a modern military 
in a country with little history of any of those things.  

A new generation of U.S. officials in uniform and 
policymaker suits and dresses fooled the American 
people and themselves by lying about how well the 
effort was going.  

Three times now this country has been lied to and 
the media deluded as America marched stolidly over 
the cliff into failure.

Recriminations are flying back and forth – who lost 
Afghanistan is the latest version of who lost Vietnam, 
Iraq and, for those with long memories, all the way 
back to 1949 and “who lost China.” What America has 
lost is, I believe, the capacity to learn, to learn from 
history and from our own experience.

I’d argue that no one who was paying attention 
should be surprised that the Taliban swept back into 
Kabul in a nanosecond. Or that a failed enterprise like 
the Afghan national army collapsed. Army and special 
operator trainers who went there could see the cor-
ruption, the personnel who left in the night and the 
disdain for corrupt political authorities in that army.  

Many brave, honorable Afghans fought there, but 
the cohesion and commitment, the belief in their 
mission, was not there.  

By contrast, the Taliban were organized, dedicated 
and coherent, and armed and trained for the actual 
combat taking place, not for European-style trench 
and tank warfare. The Taliban clearly had a plan that 
worked for that country, as the speed of the takeover 
shows. It succeeded; the U.S. and the Kabul regime 
failed in what became mission impossible.

The fall of Kabul was inevitable. Washington, once 
again, deluded itself into thinking otherwise. The se-
cretary of state said, “This is not Saigon.”  

It is Saigon. It is Baghdad. It is Kabul. [Abridged]

ROD MCGUIRK, 
CANBERRA

HELAINA Alati was 
browsing the spice 

aisle of an Australian su-
permarket when she came 
face-to-face with a huge 
snake.

The head of the three-
-meter-long  non-veno-
mous diamond python 
emerged through a space 
in a shelf above the spice 
jars in the Sydney store.

“I was in the spice aisle 
just looking for something 
to put on my chicken that 
night so I didn’t initially see 
it because it was curled up 
way back behind the litt-
le jars of spices,” Alati said 
yesterday. “I kind of turned 
to my right and it poked its 
head out.”

Alati, who coincidently 
is a trained snake catcher, 
said the snake’s head came 
to within 20 centimeters of 
her own.

“Thankfully, I have a ba-
ckground in snakes so I was 
pretty calm about it. It de-
finitely shocked me a little 
bit because I wasn’t expec-
ting it,” she added.

Supermarket chain 
Woolworths confirmed in 
a statement that a “slippery 
and rare customer was spo-
tted in the spice aisle” on 
Monday morning at its store 
in the suburb of Glenorie on 
Sydney’s northwest outskirts.

QANTAS Group said 
the Australian airline 

company will require all of 
its workers to be vaccina-
ted against COVID-19.

Front-line employees — 
including cabin crew, pilo-
ts and airport staff — must 
be fully vaccinated by Nov. 
15, while remaining Qan-
tas employees have until 
the end of March, the Sy-
dney-based company said 
in a statement.

Exemptions will be 

“Once it was sighted, 
our team members reac-
ted quickly and calmly to 
cordon off the area for the 
safety of customers,” the 
statement said.

Alati said she used her 
phone to video the snake 
as it extended its body from 
the shelf into the aisle befo-
re reporting the intruder to 
supermarket staff.

“I said: ‘I’ll go get my 
snake bag.’ I think they 
thought I was a bit crazy 
to be honest. I don’t think 
they knew what to say 
when I said there’s a 10-
foot python in your aisle,” 
Alati said.

She retrieved the snake-
-catching bag from her 
nearby home and caught 
the snake, which had by 
then retreated back into 

made for employees una-
ble to be vaccinated for 
documented medical rea-
sons, the statement said. 
Such exemptions are ex-
pected to be “very rare.”

Qantas said a sur-
vey found that 89% of its 
workers were already vac-
cinated or planned to be. 
U.S. airlines are divided 
over whether to insist on 
their staffs getting vacci-
nated.

Qantas has become the 

the shelf. She then released 
it into nearby woodlands.

It’s unclear how or when 
the snake entered the su-
permarket.

Alati, who was trained 
to catch venous snakes 
when she was a volunteer 
working for a Sydney wil-
dlife rescue organization 
several years ago, suspec-
ted the snake was a male 
looking for a mate.

“I knew straight away it 
was non-venomous, it was 
non-aggressive, it wasn’t 
going to be a problem for 
anyone,” Alati said.

“If anything, I think 
everyone was a little bit 
excited. We’re all in lock-
down so it was kind of like 
the most excitement we’ve 
had for a while,” she ad-
ded. MDT/AP

second Australian com-
pany outside the health 
and aging care sectors to 
make COVID-19 vaccina-
tions compulsory.

The Transport Workers 
Union, which represen-
ts workers for Qantas 
Airways and subsidiary 
Jetstar, criticized the com-
pany for making the an-
nouncement without a 
plan to ensure employees 
could secure vaccine sho-
ts. MDT/AP

Woman comes  
face-to-face with 
snake in Australia 
supermarket

AP
 P

H
O

TO

WAY TO GO
Qantas airline requires all 
workers to be fully vaccinated 
by mid-November


