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Bangladesh At least 
22 people died when a 
Bangladeshi passenger boat 
sank with more than 100 
aboard, and the driver of 
a cargo vessel suspected 
of colliding with the boat 
was arrested, officials said 
Saturday. The boat sank 
Friday evening in a large 
body of water in the eastern 
district of Brahmanbari, 
82 kilometers east of 
the capital, Dhaka. No 
passengers were believed 
missing after nearly 24 hours 
of search efforts.

Yemen A missile and drone 
attack on a key military base 
yesterday killed at least 30 
troops, a Yemeni military 
spokesman said. It was one 
of the deadliest attacks 
in the country’s civil war in 
recent years. Mohammed 
al-Naqib, spokesman for 
Yemen’s southern forces, 
told The Associated Press 
the attack on Al-Anad Air 
Base in the province of Lahj 
wounded at least 65. He said 
the casualty toll could rise 
since rescue teams were still 
clearing the site.

Gaza Strip Hundreds of 
Hamas-backed activists 
on Saturday launched what 
they said was the first in a 
series of nighttime protests 
along the Israeli border, 
throwing explosives toward 
Israeli forces who responded 
with live fire. Organizers 
said the gatherings, which 
are to continue throughout 
the week, were meant to 
step up pressure on Israel to 
ease a crippling economic 
blockade on the Gaza Strip. 

Iran’s president yesterday 
appointed a new director 
of the country’s nuclear 
department, state TV 
reported, replacing the 
nation’s most prominent 
nuclear scientist with 
a minister who has no 
reported experience in 
nuclear energy but ties to 
the defense ministry. Iran’s 
newly elected hard-line 
President Ebrahim Raisi 
chose Mohammad Eslami, 
a 64-year-old civil engineer 
who previously oversaw the 
country’s road network, to 
lead Iran’s civilian nuclear 
program and serve as one of 
several vice presidents. 
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China, US in verbal war over Covid virus origins
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Census 2021 concludes with high response 
rate; over 70% completed online

ECONOMY

GDP rebounds 69.5% in Q2
MACAU’S gross do-

mestic product 
(GDP) rebounded by 
69.5% year-on-year in 
real terms in the second 
quarter of 2021, the spe-
cial administrative re-
gion’s (SAR) statistics de-
partment said last week.

The latest report from 
the Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC) showed 
that Macau’s economy re-
sumed positive growth on 
account of a relatively low 
base of comparison in the 
same quarter of last year 
when local economic ac-
tivities were limited due 
to entry restrictions for vi-
sitors amid the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The pick-up in exter-
nal demand in the second 
quarter with the epidemic 
under control also contri-
buted to the growth.

The implicit deflator of 
GDP, which measures the 
overall changes in prices, 
dropped by 0.3% in the 
second quarter, showed 
the report.

Exports of services 
ballooned by 555.6%, of 
which exports of gaming 
services and other tou-
rism services rocketed by 
1,089.7% and 1,328.3% 
respectively. Exports of 
goods surged by 606.9%.

Domestic demand 
maintained growth, rising 
by 3.7% year on year. Im-
ports of goods swelled by 
173.5% while imports of 
services rose by 54.2%.

   Local economic ac-
tivities of residents have 
basically recovered, with 
household final con-
sumption expenditure in 
the domestic market in-
creasing by 8.8%. Due to 

the relatively low base of 
comparison in the same 
quarter last year, hou-
sehold final consumption 
expenditure abroad went 
up by 87.0%. The overall 
private consumption rose 
by 11.5%.

As the government 
allocated expenditure 
for epidemic prevention 
and implemented eco-
nomic assistance mea-
sures, government final 
consumption expenditu-
re grew steadily by 0.4% 
year-on-year, of which 
net purchases of goods 
and services went up by 
0.4% and compensation 
of employees increased 
by 0.5%.

Gross fixed capital 
formation declined by 
10.1%, of which cons-
truction investment de-
creased by 16.7% whereas 

equipment investment 
rose by 25.0%. 

The government con-
tinued to promote infras-
tructure projects, with 
public construction in-
vestment and equipment 
investment expanding by 
37.0% and 37.3% respec-
tively.

As to private invest-

ment, construction in-
vestment dropped by 
27.7% owing to smaller 
investment in large-scale 
hotel projects compared 
to the same quarter last 
year and fewer private re-
sidential projects. Howe-
ver, equipment invest-
ment increased by 24.2%.

The pick-up in total de-

mand drove up merchan-
dise trade, with impor-
ts and exports of goods 
surging by 173.5% and 
606.9% respectively.

The number of visitor 
arrivals to Macau leapt 
by 4,302.6% year-on-year 
and 25.9% quarter-to-
-quarter in the second 
quarter of 2021. MDT/AP

RENATO MARQUES

THE data collection for the 
2021 Population Census con-

cluded over the weekend with a 
preliminary overall response rate 
of 83.3%, the Statistics and Cen-
sus Service (DSEC) announced 
in a statement.

According to the statement, 
the response rate was conside-
red very positive and met the 
organizers’ initial expectations 
for a special edition of the local 
Census held in the middle of the 
pandemic, with limitations on 
house visits and direct contact 
between Census staff and the 
public.

The DSEC also noted that, of 
the many households who com-
pleted and submitted the Census 
questionnaire, a total of 71% of 
them filled out and submitted 
the questionnaire online. The 
other households provided the 
same information through tele-
phone interviews, by submitting 
paper forms or by verbal respon-
se to visiting Census officers.

The DSEC also observed that 
Census 2021 aimed to cover 

99.3% of the population, thus 
organizers were pleased with the 
initial response rate of 83%.

They noted that, after the 
initial very positive response of 
many households who submit-
ted forms online on the very first 
day, the responses slowed down 
after that. The government was 

forced to extend the data collec-
tion period for an additional se-
ven days, from 15 to 22 days.

The DSEC said that it will 
aim for a higher response rate 
and thus for more represen-
tative Census results, and to 
this end, DSEC will continue 
to follow up with households 

who have activated their access 
to but not completed the onli-
ne questionnaire, or those who 
have scheduled a telephone 
interview to assist them. This 
work is expected to be conclu-
ded by September 19.

At the same time, a Post Enu-
meration Survey (PES) is set to 

begin on September 4 and run 
for another 15 days (until Sep-
tember 19), with the aim of en-
suring the quality of the data col-
lected previously.

This second round of ques-
tionnaires will include only 1,500 
households, selected from those 
who completed the questionnaire 
previously.

FINAL RESULTS ONLY NEXT YEAR
DSEC also revealed that the 

final, detailed findings of Census 
2021 will not be published until 
the second quarter (Q2) of next 
year, while the preliminary results 
should be released before the end 
of this year.

The preliminary data release 
— expected in December — will 
include information such as po-
pulation size, gender, age structu-
re, and distribution of the popula-
tion by district.

After the completion of this 
phase, the data collected will un-
dergo necessary checking, pro-
cessing, and analysis that will be 
presented and published in detail 
next year, probably between April 
and June.
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Macau politics reach 
Portugal’s Socialist 
Party congress

Sociologist Paulo Godinho warned 
yesterday at the 23rd Socialist 
Party (PS) congress that cases 
of violations of freedoms and 
breaches of the Sino-Portuguese 
Joint Declaration are multiplying 
in Macau and appealed to his 
fellow congressmen “not to ignore 
the abuses.” Godinho, a Macau 
resident who lived here for decades, 
presented a motion to the congress 
that asks PS, the party which 
currently holds the power in Lisbon, 
to ensure compliance with the 
Portuguese-Chinese agreement, 
considering that it is not “minimally 
acceptable to turn a blind eye 
to [violations].” “This is not at all 
acceptable” and “PS cannot ignore 
what is happening in Macau, much 
less say that the joint declaration is 
respected when there are numerous 
examples [to the contrary],” both 
against the freedom of the press and 
against politicians that could be “less 
friendly to the established power,” he 
said inferring the AL elections.

Duterte lifts casino 
ban in Boracay

Philippines President Rodrigo 
Duterte has lifted a moratorium on 
casino operations in the country’s 
top holiday island to generate taxes 
for its Covid-19 pandemic response, 
the presidential spokesperson 
said this weekend. The firebrand 
leader has had a longstanding 
opposition to gambling, halting the 
construction of new casinos in the 
Philippines. “The president has given 
his go signal allowing the operation 
of a casino in Boracay,” presidential 
spokesperson Harry Roque said in a 
statement. He did not specify if the 
lifting of the moratorium would be 
temporary or permanent. The move 
augurs well for provisional casino 
license holders like Alliance Global 
Group Inc, and the partnership of 
Leisure & Resorts World Corp and 
Macau’s Galaxy Entertainment 
Group. Galaxy can start its 
operations focusing on foreign 
gamblers, Alfredo Lim, president of 
the gaming regulator, told Reuters.

DON DON DONKI to 
open first store Sept. 7

Japanese discount retail brand will 
open its first DON DON DONKI 
store in Macau on September 9, the 
group announced. The new store 
will be located at Rua Sul do Patane 
in Fai Chi Kei the north district of 
the Macau peninsula, covering 
more than 20,000 square feet and 
open 24 hours a day. Don Quijote 
Co., Ltd., or Don Don Donki, is a 
Japanese discount chain with stores 
over 160 locations throughout 
Japan, 10 in Singapore, six in 
Hong Kong, three in Hawaii, two in 
Bangkok, and one each in Taiwan and 
Malaysia. Don Don Donki shops are 
known for being open 24/7 and for 
their vast array of product offerings, 
from electronics, beauty products 
and toys, to Japanese fresh food 
products.

EMPLOYMENT

3,000 fewer workers in Macau 
between May and July
RENATO MARQUES

A 
recent survey from the 
Statistics and Census 
Service (DSEC) found 
that, in the three mon-

th period of May to July this year, 
there was a registered drop of 
3,000 workers in the total Macau 
labor force from the previous pe-
riod (April to June).

According to DSEC, of the 
3,000, 1,400 were resident 
workers who lost or quit their 
jobs within the period.

During the May-July period, 
the labor force living in Macau 
totaled 383,900, with a labor for-
ce participation rate of 67.9%, 
2.6% less than in the previous 
quarter.

Total employment recorded 
was 372,900 workers, with resi-
dents accounting for 275,000 of 
the total.

Survey data analyzed by in-
dustry also revealed that em-
ployment levels in Hotels, Res-
taurants & Similar Activities and 
the Transport & Storage sector 
accounted for the drop, while a 
slight recovery was observable 
only in the Gaming & Junket Ac-
tivities sector.

In this period, the general 
unemployment rate remained 
steady at 2.9%, while the unem-
ployment among residents also 
held at 3.9%.

Both figures remain generally 
consistent with the previous pe-
riod, as did the underemploy-
ment rate, which stands at 3.5%.

All indicators recorded a sli-
ght increase of 0.2% compared 
to the previous period.

The number of unemployed 
fell slightly by 100 from the pre-
vious period to 11,000. Among 
unemployed jobseekers, most 
were previously engaged in Ga-
ming & Junket Activities or in the 
Construction sector.

Meanwhile, fresh graduates 
entering the labor market in-
creased by 1.7%, representing 
9.2% of the total unemployed at 
the end of July.

Subtle signs of recovery cou-
ld be found only in the Gaming 
& Junket Activities and in the 
Construction sector, which saw 
the number of underemployed 
workers decreasing by 200 from 
the previous period to 13,400.

Nevertheless, the marginal 
difference does not greatly alter 
the general unemployment rate.

The DSEC Employment Sur-
vey covers all residential units 
in the Peninsula, Taipa, and Co-
loane, excluding collective living 
quarters such as dormitories 
and care homes for the elderly.

The survey excludes both 
the residents and non-resident 
workers working in Macau but 
living outside the region.

Based on the border mo-
vement records, an average 
of about 83,000 residents and 
non-resident workers worked in 
Macau but lived outside the ter-
ritory during the period in ques-
tion.

If included, these workers 
increase the total labor force to 
466,900 between May and July, 
4,400 less than the previous pe-
riod.

DSAL CLAIMS 
REEMPLOYMENT OF 2,500 

In a separate report, the La-
bour Affairs Bureau (DSAL) 
claimed to have helped around 
2,500 residents find new jobs 
over the first eight months of this 
year.

According to data released by 
DSAL, 2,091 people have been 
hired through both regular and 
pandemic-specific measures 
that promoted job-matching 
sessions and contacts.

Regarding the regular em-
ployment services, in the period 
between January 1 and August 
20, a total of 7,470 people were 
referred on by the DSAL and at-
tended job interviews, of which 
1,767 were hired.

Those hired were mainly 
people looking for jobs in the 
civil construction sector (793 
people), security and cleaning 
services (249 people), and retail 
(153 people) — 68% of the total 
referrals.

Regarding the specific mea-
sures and services enforced due 
to the pandemic, 24 specific job 
matching sessions were organi-
zed for different sectors and pro-
fessions. These sectors include: 
security and property manage-
ment, restaurants, retail, and ho-
tel industry, among others. A to-
tal of 619 people attended the in-
terviews, of which over half (324 
people) were hired. The sectors 
in which staff were successfully 
hired were retail (120 people), 
security and property adminis-
tration (80 people), catering (72 
people), hotel industry (49 peo-
ple), and nursing (3 people).

PROPERTY

Toi San residential estate 
entrances blocked by parked cars
ANTHONY LAM

SOME residents living 
in the Cidade Nova 

de Toi San have com-
plained that the estate’s 
management company 
have extortionately in-
creased the number of 
parking spaces, some of 
which are now blocking 
main entrances.

The residents have 
repeatedly lodged pro-
tests on the matter to 
the management com-

pany, as well as to seve-
ral government bureaus, 
such as the Fire Services 
Bureau (CB), the Hou-
sing Bureau (IH) and the 
Land, Public Works and 
Transport Bureau (DS-
SOPT).

None of the protests 
have yielded results that 
have satisfied residen-
ts. As such, the residen-
ts recently submitted a 
letter to the Commis-
sion Against Corruption 
(CCAC).

Located on Aveni-
da de Artur Tamagnini 
Barbosa, the estate is 
a mixed development, 
consisting of private and 
government economic 
housing. The estate de-
velopment was comple-
ted between 1990 and 
1993. It has an elevated 
parking lot that serves as 
a platform connecting 
all blocks in the estate.

Taking an older de-
sign style, each block 
has a door connecting 

directly to the parking 
lot without fences. Re-
sidents have criticized 
some companies for, on 
the one hand, adding 
excessive parking spa-
ces, and on the other, 
placing parking spaces 
directly in front of buil-
ding doorways.

The residents pointed 
out that there are nine 
parking spaces right ou-
tside the elevator lobby 
of Block 8 of the estate. 
When all of them are oc-

cupied, not even whee-
lchairs are able to pass 
through.

It was revealed that in 
the 1980’s and 1990’s a 
company bought several 
dozens of parking spa-
ces at the estate none of 
which have been used. 
In the past couple of 
years, the company su-
ddenly added a signifi-
cant number of parking 
spaces to the estate. It 
even claimed that the 
registrations were com-
pleted before 1999.

Representing the 
residents, parliamen-
tary election candidate 
Leong Sun Iok hoped 
the CCAC would investi-
gate the case if it should 
involve any maladminis-
tration.
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Members of the Legislative Assembly Electoral Affairs Commission headed by Tong Hio Fong (center)
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ANTHONY LAM

THE two week-long 
campaign period 

for the upcoming par-
liamentary election 
commenced over the 
weekend, with an ob-
viously inhibited energy 
level, in part due to the 
disease control measu-
res.

Another possible rea-
son for the event not ge-
nerating as much excite-
ment as in previous elec-
tions is that this year a to-
tal of 14 lists are running 
for 14 seats in the direct 
election constituency.

In addition, 21 candi-
dates were disqualified 
before the start of the 
campaign due to accusa-
tions of failing to pledge 
allegiance to the city and 
not upholding the Basic 
Law.

September 12 has 
been set as the polling 
date for this election.

Tap Seac Square was 
cordoned off on Saturday 
for candidates to post 
their respective posters. 
Only a very limited num-
ber of people are allowed 
to enter the cordoned 
area.

The campaign period 
officially started at mid-
night on Saturday.

Only a small number of 
spectators were present at 
the perimeter of the cor-
doned off area, possibly 
because the Legislative 

RENATO MARQUES

IN preparation for the start 
of the new school year, the 

Education and Youth Deve-
lopment Bureau (DSEDJ) has 
issued a series of recommen-
dations for parents, urging 
them to pay attention to pan-
demic updates, and noting 
other factors such as traffic 
and weather conditions.

In a statement, the DSEDJ 
noted that, while schools are 
already preparing for the new 
academic year and imple-
menting measures aimed at 
epidemic prevention, paren-
ts should nonetheless pay 
attention to road traffic con-
ditions, as there are usually 
jams at the beginning of the 
new academic year.

The DSEDJ also stated that 
it has maintained close com-
munication with the Trans-
port Bureau and other rele-
vant departments, and asked 
schools to make appropriate 
arrangements for students 
who might be late due to une-
xpected traffic conditions.

Additionally, since it is 
now the season for frequent 

Assembly Electoral Affairs 
Commission (CAEAL) 
had initially announced 
that no campaign com-
mencement event would 
be held at all.

Although there were 
some members of the 
public, the people pre-
sent were mostly suppor-
ting personnel from the 
candidate lists. Most held 
placards for promotional 
purposes.

Tap Seac Square is the 
first event for a number 
of campaigns, such as 
Civil Watch, Power of Sy-
nergy and New Hope, lis-
ts numbered 2, 6 and 14 
respectively.

Meanwhile, some lis-
ts have chosen to avoid 
Tap Seac Square and un-
leashed their campaign 
in their main “ballot wa-
rehouse”. For example, 

rainstorms and typhoons in 
Macau, parents are advised 
to pay close attention to wea-
ther updates. 

To ensure the safety of stu-
dents, schools will keep their 
premises open when classes 
are suspended due to adverse 
weather, including when red 
or black rainstorm warnings 
are issued.

The bureau added that 
schools have a duty of care 
for students who have arrived 
at school and must arrange 
appropriate educational acti-
vities for them, so parents do 
not need to rush to pick them 
up from school.

Schools will continue ope-
ration as normal when the 
yellow rainstorm warning 
signals are issued.

Special advice was also 
issued for cross-border stu-
dents, reminding them that 
the current requirements 
for border-crossing between 
Zhuhai and Macau include 
cross-border students and 
school staff undergo nucleic 
acid test (NAT) and retain a 
valid negative NAT result to 
cross the border.

List 8 - Promoting Union 
for Progress and List 11 – 
Union for Development 
have chosen to kick off 
their campaigns at the 
Border Gate. List 3 – Ma-
cau United Citizens As-
sociation has chosen to 
launch their campaign at 
the Iao Hon Garden.

Reviewing the cam-
paign period commen-
cement event, the CAEAL 
head Tong Hio Fong said 
that crowd control at the 
Tap Seac Square was well 
organized. He thanked 
the various lists for their 
coordination.

When asked about all 
of the reversals in policy 
that took place before 
the campaign period, 
and whether or not tur-
nout will be lower than 
previous elections, Tong 
said it would be up to de-

cisions that voters need 
to make for themselves.

COLORS, NUMBERS, 
NAMES, MASKS

Tong reminded the pu-
blic that on the cool-off 
day — the day before the 
polling day — and polling 
day itself, voters should 
be mindful of their attire 
and refrain from wearing 
any items that have colors 
resembling one or more 
particular candidate lists.

More importantly, clo-
thing prints that show 
the numbers, names, 
acronyms or logos of any 
particular lists are consi-
dered to be in violation of 
the Election Law.

Voters wearing such 
items of clothing must 
cover the item before 
they can enter the polling 
station.

ELECTIONS 

Two-week campaign period kicks off
DSEDJ issues 
recommendations for 
parents to prepare 
new school year

Tourism industry 
confident about 
National Games 2025
THE local tourism industry is ea-

gerly awaiting the improvements 
to the city’s image that will follow the 
National Games in 2025.

Last week, the Chinese government 
in Beijing announced that the Natio-
nal Games in four years will be co-or-
ganized by the two Special Adminis-
trative Regions (SARs) of Macau and 
Hong Kong, along with the Province 
of Guangdong.

The National Games is a top-tier 
comprehensive sporting event in Chi-
na.

In response to the announcement, 
the local tourism industry has unvei-
led its plans to begin compiling re-
lated products and services to help 
extend and enrich the experience of 
tourists.

Andy Wu Keng Kuong, Chairman of 
the Travel Industry Council of Macau, 
told local Chinese paper Macao Daily 
News that the promotion rollout for 
the Games is expected to begin a cou-
ple of years prior to the actual event. 
He expects that given the continuing 
pandemic, Mainland China will re-
main the chief source of tourists for 
the event. Therefore, the sporting 
event will effectively promote Macau’s 
tourism image.

As for Macau’s role, Wu proposed 
that Macau focus on packaged tours, 
such as attractive packages involving 
tickets, accommodation and dining, 
along with sporting events.

Further announcements about the 
division of responsibilities will help 
clarify the city’s position, he added. AL
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Vice-Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu
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COVID-19

US intelligence still divided 
on origins of coronavirus

U
.S. intelligence 
agencies remain 
divided on the 
origins of the co-

ronavirus but believe Chi-
na’s leaders did not know 
about the virus before the 
start of the global pandemic, 
according to results released 
last week of a review ordered 
by President Joe Biden. 

According to an unclas-
sified summary, four mem-
bers of the U.S. intelligence 
community say with low 
confidence that the virus 
was initially transmitted 
from an animal to a human. 
A fifth intelligence agency 
believes with moderate con-
fidence that the first human 
infection was linked to a lab. 
Analysts do not believe the 
virus was developed as a 
bioweapon and most agen-
cies believe the virus was 
not genetically engineered. 

The cause of the corona-
virus remains an urgent pu-
blic health and security con-
cern worldwide. 

The scientific consen-
sus remains that the virus 
most likely migrated from 
animals in what’s known 
as a zoonotic transmission. 
So-called “spillover events” 
occur in nature, and there 
are at least two coronaviru-
ses that evolved in bats and 
caused human epidemics, 
SARS1 and MERS.

In a statement, Biden said 
China had obstructed effor-
ts to investigate the virus 
“from the beginning.”

China’s embassy in 
Washington hit back with 
a lengthy statement saying 
the U.S. had “fabricated” the 
report and invoking mis-

taken American intelligen-
ce about weapons of mass 
destruction prior to the Iraq 
War. 

“The report by the inte-
lligence community is ba-

sed on presumption of guilt 
on the part of China, and 
it is only for scapegoating 
China,” the embassy said. 
“Such a practice will only 
disturb and sabotage in-

ternational cooperation on 
origin-tracing and on figh-
ting the pandemic, and has 
been widely opposed by the 
international community.” 
MDT/AP

China lodges 
serious 
protest over 
report
CHINA has made serious protests 

to the United States over the CO-
VID-19 origins tracing report submitted 
by the US intelligence community to US 
President Joe Biden, according to Vice-
-Foreign Minister Ma Zhaoxu.

When delivering a statement issued 
on Saturday, the Chinese diplomat said 
the US has been obsessed in political 
manipulation and its intelligence-ba-
sed origins tracing, and it disregards 
science and facts, he said.

The motive is “to scapegoat China 
and spread political virus”, he said, ad-
ding that mobilizing the intelligence 
agencies to work on tracing itself is ano-
ther ironclad proof the US is politicizing 
the tracing issue.

Washington’s claim that China has 
not been transparent or cooperative in 
tracing is sheer fabrication, the Chinese 
official said.

He noted China has twice invited ex-
perts from the World Health Organiza-
tion to visit China and embark on ori-
gins tracing studies.

In contrast, Washington has dis-
played its lack of transparency, its ab-
sence of a collaborative gesture and its 
irresponsible attitude toward the tra-
cing issue, Ma said.

So far, Washington has failed to res-
pond to global concerns and urges a 
complete investigation of over 200 US 
biolabs located across the globe, he 
said.

By doing so, the US “attempts to co-
ver up facts and shirk away from its res-
ponsibilities”, and it should “face up to 
the global community with a clear res-
ponse”, he added.

The US campaign for politicizing the 
tracing issue has been unpopular and 
has drawn widespread criticism around 
the world, he added.

“Justice will prevail, and injusti-
ce is doomed to fail,” Ma said, adding 
Washington should “immediately cea-
se to poison the atmosphere for global 
cooperation on tracing, stop undermi-
ning the global joint COVID-19 respon-
se”, and get back to science-based tra-
cing and cooperation-driven COVID-19 
response. CHINA DAILY
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will exercise greater 

control over the algori-
thms used by Chinese 
technology firms to per-
sonalize and recommend 
content, the latest move 
in a regulation spree 
across the internet sector.

China’s internet wa-
tchdog, the Cyberspace 
Administration of China, 
last week released a dra-
ft proposal of “algorithm 
recommendation ma-
nagement regulations” 
aimed at managing how 
technology companies 
use algorithms when pro-
viding services to consu-
mers.

The move expands 
the crackdown on the 
internet sector in Chi-
na, as regulators seek to 
strengthen data privacy 
and consumer rights and 
curtail anti-competitive 
practices in order to curb 
the outsized influence of 
technology companies.

Under the draft re-
gulations, companies 
must disclose the basic 
principles, purpose and 
operation mechanism 
of its algorithm recom-

THE capital of the United 
Arab Emirates yesterday 

ordered all residents who 
received the Chinese sta-
te-backed Sinopharm co-
ronavirus vaccine over six 
months ago to get a booster 
shot by September 20, ad-
ding that recipients of other 
vaccines do not need the 
third dose.

The UAE became the 
first country worldwide to 
formally offer the booster 
regimen earlier this year, 
following reports of Si-
nopharm recipients seeking 
the third shot amid concer-
ns about an insufficient an-
tibody response. 

Abu Dhabi, which im-
posed some of the region’s 
most stringent vaccine 
restrictions this summer, 
hardened its stance yester-
day, saying that those who 
received two doses of Si-
nopharm will no longer be 
able to access places like 
malls, schools and gyms wi-
thout a third booster shot.

The new rule adds to 
growing questions over the 
coronavirus protection of-
fered by China’s Sinpoharm 
vaccine. Aside from basic 

mendation services, and 
must include convenient 
options for users to turn 
off the recommendation 
service.

Algorithms should 
also not be used in ways 
that may cause addicti-
ve behaviors in users, or 
induce them to spend 
excessively. It was not im-
mediately clear how that 
would be enforced.

Companies who use 
algorithms in ways that 
could influence public 
opinion must also sub-

efficacy numbers, the Chi-
nese manufacturer has re-
leased very little public data 
about its vaccine, promp-
ting criticism for its lack of 
transparency. Nonetheless, 
the shot is at the heart of 
China’s own mass immu-
nization campaign and 
became the linchpin of the 
UAE’s rollout, among the 
world’s fastest per capita. 

At first, Abu Dhabi ex-
clusively used Sinopharm 
for its rollout, but in recent 
months started to offer 
Pfizer-BioNTech as well. 
Across the country, the ma-
jority of low-paid workers 
from Africa, Southeast Asia 
and the Middle East who 
power the UAE’s economy 
received the Sinopharm 
vaccine as the nation raced 
toward a swift reopening. 

Infections in the UAE 
have gradually declined 
from peaks reached in 
January but daily coun-
ts of new cases still hover 
at around 1,000 a day, far 
above last year’s levels, 
even as over 75% of the 
country’s population has 
received both vaccine do-
ses. MDT/AP

mit their algorithms for 
approval, or risk having 
their service terminated 
and a fine of up to 30,000 
yuan ($4,630).

The draft algorithm 
management regulations 
could affect companies 
like ByteDance, which 
owns short video platfor-
ms Douyin and TikTok, 
as well as e-commerce 
firm Alibaba. 

Bytedance uses re-
commendation algori-
thms to push videos to 
users, while Alibaba’s al-

gorithms tailor product 
recommendations to 
each user on its e-com-
merce platform Taobao 
based on their browsing 
and purchasing history.

China’s largest tech-
nology firms, such as Ali-
baba and Tencent, have 
experienced breakneck 
growth in the last decade 
as hundreds of millions 
of Chinese internet users 
rapidly adopted smar-
tphones. 

These companies of-
fer everything from pay-
ments, games, entertain-
ment and e-commerce. 
Algorithms and data col-
lected from users became 
valuable assets as com-
panies could mine data 
for important trends or 
recommend more perso-
nalized content to users.

However, a lack of re-
gulation in this sector 
also saw an uptick in ex-
cessive collection of user 
data, online fraud and 
unfair consumer practi-
ces across the technology 
sector. In some cases, al-
gorithms were also used 
in differential pricing for 
consumers. MDT/AP

Chinese regulators to exercise 
more control over algorithms

COVID-19
Abu Dhabi mandates 
booster shot for 
Sinopharm recipients

China protests US Navy, Coast 
Guard ships in Taiwan Strait

CHINA’S defense ministry pro-
tested this weekend the passage 

of a U.S. Navy warship and Coast 
Guard cutter through the waters be-
tween China and Taiwan, a self-go-
verning island claimed by China.

A statement posted on the minis-
try’s website called the move pro-
vocative and said it shows that the 
United States is the biggest threat 
to peace and stability and creator of 
security risks in the 160-kilometer 
wide Taiwan Strait.

“We express firm opposition and 
strong condemnation,” the state-
ment said.

The USS Kidd guided-missile 
destroyer and Coast Guard cutter 
Munro sailed through the strait Fri-
day in international waters, the U.S. 
Navy said. Such exercises are seen 
as a warning to China, which re-
cently conducted drills  near Taiwan 
and has not renounced the use of 
force if needed to bring the island 
under its control.

“The ships’ lawful transit throu-
gh the Taiwan Strait demonstrates 
the U.S. commitment to a free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” a statement 
from the Navy’s Japan-based 7th 
Fleet said.

Taiwan, home to 23.6 million 
people, split from China during a 
civil war that led to the Communist 
Party taking control of the main-
land in 1949. The U.S. does not have 

formal diplomatic relations with 
Taiwan but maintains a represen-
tative office in the capital, Taipei, 
and is its biggest supplier of military 
equipment for its defense.

The U.S. Coast Guard has been 
stepping up its presence in Asia, as 
the Chinese coast guard patrols near 
disputed islands that both China 
and other governments claim in the 
South and East China Seas.

The 418-foot long Munro, which 
is based in Alameda, California, ar-
rived in the region in mid-August for 
what the U.S. Coast Guard said wou-
ld be a monthslong deployment. It 
trained with a Japanese coast guard 
ship, the Aso, in the East China Sea 
for two days earlier this week.

The U.S. and Taiwan coast guards 
held talks this month after the two 
signed a cooperation agreement in 
March. China has denounced the 
agreement.

Saturday’s defense ministry sta-
tement said that “Taiwan is an ina-
lienable part of China,” and that 
China would not tolerate any inter-
ference in what it called its internal 
affairs. MDT/AP
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Asian tourism sees ups, downs 
in second year of pandemic
F

ROM the Great Wall to 
the picturesque Kash-
mir valley, Asia’s tourist 
destinations are looking 

to domestic visitors to get them 
through the COVID-19 pande-
mic’s second year.

With international travel hea-
vily restricted, foreign tourists 
can’t enter many countries and 
locals can’t get out. In the me-
tropolis of Hong Kong, glamping 
and staycations have replaced 
trips abroad for at least some of 
its 7.4 million residents.

Across the Asia-Pacific region, 
international tourist arrivals 
were down 95% in the first five 
months of the year, compared 
to the same period before the 
pandemic in 2019, according to 
the U.N. World Tourism Organi-
zation.

New variants of the virus loom 
— a constant threat to any reco-
very in even domestic tourism. 
Warnings of a possible third wave 
in India worry Imraan Ali, whose 
houseboat on Kashmir’s Dal Lake 
is his only source of income.

“Since we are expecting a good 
influx of tourists, we don’t want 
that to be affected,” he said. 

INDIA CAUTIOUS AS 
OUTBREAK RECEDES

Tourists are returning to the 
valleys and mountains in In-
dian-controlled Kashmir, as in-
fections in the Himalayan region 
and nationwide come down after 
a deadly second wave earlier this 
year.

The “shikaras,” or traditional 
Kashmiri houseboats, are back 
on the calm waters of Dal Lake 
as Indians travel at home. India 
is reporting about 30,000 new co-

ronavirus cases a day, down from 
a peak of 400,000 in May but still 
enough for many countries to 
restrict travelers from India.

Nihaarika Rishabh said she 
and her husband were relieved to 
finally get away from their home 
in the city of Agra for their honey-
moon, after their wedding was 
postponed during the second 
wave. The vacation in Kashmir 
has helped calm their nerves af-
ter months of the pandemic, she 
said.

Ali, the houseboat owner, is 
happy that the number of visitors 
has gone up. “We have been su-
ffering from past two years,” he 
said. “Our livelihood depends on 
tourism.”

But mountainous areas like 
Kashmir have seen an uptick in 
infections as the number of visi-
tors rises, fueling worries about a 
third wave.

BANGKOK’S BUSTLE 
GOES QUIET

Erawan Shrine in the center of 
Bangkok once bustled with foreign 
tourists and locals making offerin-
gs day and night. Today, it is eerily 
quiet. Only a handful of people 
buy incense or flowers from the 
vendors who set up stalls outside.

“We are still here because we 
don’t know what else to do,” said 
one, Ruedewan Thapjul.

As Thailand battles a punishing 
COVID-19 surge with nearly 
20,000 new cases every day, peo-
ple who depend on tourism stru-
ggle in what was one of the most-
-visited cities in the world, with 20 
million visitors in the year before 
the pandemic. 

Suthipong Pheunphiphop, 
the president of the Thai Travel 
Agents Association, urged the go-
vernment to commit to its plan to 
reopen the country to foreign tou-

rists in October.
Currently, the streets are all but 

empty in Bangkok’s Siam Square 
shopping district. 

Passavee Kraidejudompaisarn, 
the third-generation owner of a 
popular noodle shop, wiped away 
tears as she talked about her fears 
of losing the family business. 

Previously, the 60-year-old res-
taurant would be filled with locals 
and foreign tourists, bringing in 
about $2,000 a day. Now, she said, 
she earns a little more than $2 on 
some days.

CHINESE STAY IN CHINA
Strict virus control measures 

have allowed China to return to 
relatively normal life. The num-
ber of tourists visiting Beijing in 
June and July tripled compared 
to the same period last year, whi-
le revenue quadrupled, according 
to Trip.com, China’s largest online 

travel booking platform.
“I personally feel very safe,” 

Olaya Ezuidazu, a Spanish natio-
nal living in Beijing, said on a re-
cent visit to the Great Wall.

But even China is not immune 
to the delta variant. Outbreaks in 
July and August prompted au-
thorities to suspended flights and 
trains to affected cities. Parks and 
museums reduced the number of 
visitors to 60% of capacity, down 
from 75% previously.

Phil Ma felt the resulting dent 
on tourism at his café in a traditio-
nal “hutong” neighborhood, steps 
away from Tiananmen Square 
in central Beijing. “It is obvious 
during the three or four days from 
the weekend to today that the 
number of guests has decreased a 
lot,” he said.

The alley outside his café was 
quiet, in contrast to the line that 
formed for a cup of coffee during 
a major holiday in May.

GLAMPING IN HONG KONG
The difficulty of traveling 

abroad has made glamping — or 
glamourous camping — popular 
in Hong Kong.

Berina Tam and Vincy Lee went 
with We Camp, a campsite located 
in Yuen Long, a rural area in the 
north of Hong Kong.

“It’s actually a good opportuni-
ty for us to really, to try to explore 
Hong Kong a bit more,” Tam said.

Many glamping sites provide 
clean beds, showering facilities 
and barbeque sites for campers 
to grill kebabs and chicken wings. 
The typical charge is $65 per per-
son a night.

Bill Lau, the founder of Hong 
Kong travel platform Holimood, 
said that glamping offers an alter-
native for those who find camping 
too primitive. 

“Families and couples need 
to find somewhere to go during 
weekends,” he said. “If we are 
trying to recreate the experience 
of traveling, it must be an overni-
ght experience.” MDT/AP

 THAILAND

Protest on wheels in Bangkok seeks government’s ouster
A long line of cars, trucks 

and motorbikes wended 
its way yesterday through 
the Thai capital Bangkok in 
a mobile protest against the 
government of Prime Minis-
ter Prayuth Chan-ocha. The 
protesters on wheels hope 
their nonviolent action, du-
bbed a “car mob,” can help 
force the ouster of Prayuth, 
whom they accuse of bot-
ching the campaign against 
the coronavirus.

“There is only one messa-
ge from this car mob, which 
is ‘Prayuth get out!’” Sombat 
Boonngamanong, a veteran 
social activist who helped 
originate such protests in 

July, said ahead of the pro-
test. “He has had a chance 
to run the country for seven 
years. He has proved that 
he is incapable of being the 
country’s leader, so we can-
not let him continue.”

The car mob tactic has 
visibly been attracting more 
and more participants, al-
though its mobile nature 
makes it hard to estimate its 
size. Some onlookers along 
the route displayed suppor-
tive banners and flashed the 
opposition’s three-finger sa-
lute as the lengthy parade of 
vehicles passed.

Prayuth initially took 
power in 2014, when as 

army commander he lau-
nched a successful coup 
against an elected govern-
ment. He continued to hold 
power when he was named 
prime minister as head of a 
coalition government after a 
2019 general election.

Organizers say the protest 
on wheels evades legal limi-
tations on gatherings that 
are aimed at enforcing social 
distancing in order to fight 
the spread of the coronavi-
rus. Keeping things moving 
also makes it more difficult 
for police to box demonstra-
tors in, and lowers the possi-
bility of violent clashes, they 
believe.

“They impose the law 
to prevent the spreading of 
COVID-19, while a car mob 
is designed with the same 
concept,” said Sombat. “If 
we use a bus, that can vio-
late the law. But we use our 
own cars, each of which car-
ries fewer than five people. 
So how could that break the 
law?”

Prayuth has shown his 
concern about the safety 
of both protesters and the 
authorities, as each protest 
could become a new CO-
VID-19 cluster, government 
spokesman Thanakorn 
Wangboonkongchana said 
last week. MDT/AP
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More than 100 police officers had to be taken 
to hospital after clashes at the Notting Hill Car-
nival in west London.

Most were released after treatment but at 
least 26 have been detained overnight for ob-
servation or further treatment.

Around 60 carnival-goers also needed hospi-
tal treatment after the clashes which led to the 
arrest of at least 66 people.

The trouble is believed to have started after 
police tried to arrest a pickpocket near Por-
tobello Road on the main carnival route.

Several black youths went to the pickpocket’s 
aid and within minutes the disturbance escala-
ted.

The police were attacked with stones and 
other missiles.

They armed themselves with dustbin lids, milk 
crates and wire fencing and charged the rioters.

At one stage a group of black youths were 
seen moving up Westbourne Park road 
smashing windows.

Gangs of white youths were also said to have 
been involved in the violence.

One witness, Raymond Hunter, who lives in 
Westbourne Park Road said he saw a police van 
set alight.

“The two policemen managed to get out of 
the van and fled. The gang then turned the van 
over and set fire to it,” Mr Hunter said.

The disturbances effectively put an end to 
the annual celebration of Caribbean culture.

Police sealed off roads and closed pubs in the 
area as well as shutting down Ladbroke Grove 
underground station in an attempt to contain 
the violence.

In the past, the carnival - now in its 10th year 
- has been largely peaceful in spite of tensions 
with police.

A member of the Notting Hill Carnival Develo-
pment Committee, Selwyn Baptiste, said they 
had been optimistic after the first day of the 
festival passed off peacefully.

“We had no reason to suppose it would be any 
different today. This was supposed to be about 
fun and love - not violence,” Mr Baptiste said.

Courtesy BBC News

1976 NottiNg Hill 
  CarNival eNds iN riot

In context

This was the third of the ‘Cod Wars’ that took 
place between Britain and Iceland over their fish-
ing rights in the Atlantic. The first was in 1958 and 
the second ran from 1972 to 1973.
Britain deployed a total of 22 frigates against 16 
Icelandic vessels. There were numerous skir-
mishes and Iceland threatened to close the Nato 
base at Keflavik. The US offered to mediate but it 
was Nato that negotiated an agreement on 6th 
June 1976.
Under this treaty Britain was limited to using 24 
trawlers within a 200 mile zone at any one time 
for an annual catch of up to 50,000 tonnes.
Iceland claimed that it was economically depen-
dent on fishing, but fish from the Atlantic were 
worth £23.1m to the UK and the new restrictions 
caused 8000 jobs to be lost.
The number of cod has continued to decline and 
there have been calls for a total ban on cod fish-
ing in the North Sea.

this day in historyAFGHANISTAN

Taliban executes folk singer 
in restive province; 180 die 
in airport massacre 
KATHY GANNON, KABUL

A 
Taliban fighter 
shot dead an Af-
ghan folk singer in 
a restive mountain 

province under unclear cir-
cumstances, his family said 
yesterday. The killing reigni-
ted concerns among activis-
ts that the insurgents would 
return to their oppressive 
rule in the country after their 
military blitz toppled the go-
vernment. 

The slaying of Fawad An-
darabi comes as the United 
States winds down a histo-
ric airlift that saw tens of 
thousands evacuated from 
Kabul’s international air-
port, the scene of much of 
the chaos that engulfed the 
Afghan capital since the Tali-
ban took over two weeks ago. 
After an Islamic State affilia-
te’s suicide attack that killed 
over 180 people, the Taliban 
increased its security around 
the airfield as Britain ended 
its evacuation flights Satur-
day. 

U.S. military cargo planes 
continued their runs into the 
airport Syesterday, ahead of a 
Tuesday deadline earlier set 
by President Joe Biden to wi-
thdraw all troops from Ame-
rica’s longest war. 

The shooting Friday of 
the folk singer came in the 
Andarabi Valley for which he 
was named, an area of Ba-
ghlan province some 100 ki-
lometers north of Kabul. The 

PRESIDENT Joe Biden is 
embarking on a solemn 

journey to honor and mourn 
the 13 U.S. troops killed in the 
suicide attack near the Kabul 
airport as their remains return 
to U.S. soil from Afghanistan.

Biden was traveling to Do-
ver Air Force Base in Delaware 
for a “dignified transfer” mo-
vement, a military ritual of 
receiving the remains of fallen 
troops killed in foreign com-
bat. 

The dead ranged in age 
from 20 to 31, and came from 
California and Massachusetts 
and states in between. They 
include a 20-year-old Marine 

valley had seen upheaval sin-
ce the Taliban takeover, with 
some districts in the area 
coming under the control of 
militia fighters opposed to 
the Taliban rule. The Taliban 
say they have since retaken 
those areas, though neighbo-
ring Panjshir in the Hindu 
Kush mountains remains the 
only one of Afghanistan’s 34 
provinces not under its con-
trol.

The Taliban previous-
ly came out to Andarabi’s 
home and searched it, even 
drinking tea with the musi-
cian, his son Jawad Andara-
bi told The Associated Press. 
But something changed Fri-
day.

“He was innocent, a singer 

from Wyoming who had been 
expecting his first child in 
three weeks and a 22-year-old 
Navy corpsman who in his last 
FaceTime conversation with 
his mother assured her that 
he would stay safe because 
“my guys got me.” 

Five were just 20, born not 
long before the attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001, that spurred the Uni-
ted States to invade Afghanis-
tan in order to topple al-Qaida 
and dismantle their Taliban 
hosts who ruled the country. 

At their deaths, the 13 you-
ng service members were on 
the ground for the U.S. coda 
to its longest war, assisting a 

who only was entertaining 
people,” his son said. “They 
shot him in the head on the 
farm.”

His son said he wanted 
justice and that a local Tali-
ban council promised to pu-
nish his father’s killer. 

Taliban spokesman Za-
bihullah Mujahid told the 
AP that the insurgents would 
investigate the incident, but 
had no other details on the 
killing.

Andarabi played the ghi-
chak, a bowed lute, and sang 
traditional songs about his 
birthplace, his people and Af-
ghanistan as a whole. A video 
online  showed him at one 
performance, sitting on a rug 
with the mountains of home 

chaotic evacuation of Ameri-
cans and of Afghans who hel-
ped the U.S. war effort and are 
now fleeing the Taliban after 
their return to power.

“The 13 service members 
that we lost were heroes who 
made the ultimate sacrifice in 
service of our highest Ame-
rican ideals and while saving 
the lives of others,” Biden 
said in a statement Saturday. 
“Their bravery and selfless-
ness has enabled more than 
117,000 people at risk to reach 
safety thus far.” 

Family members of the 
fallen often travel to Dover 
to be present as flag-draped 

surrounding him as he sang. 
“There is no country in the 

world like my homeland, a 
proud nation,” he sang. “Our 
beautiful valley, our great-
-grandparents’ homeland.”

Karima Bennoune, the 
United Nations special ra-
pporteur on cultural rights, 
wrote on Twitter that she had 
“grave concern” over Andara-
bi’s killing. 

“We call on governments 
to demand the Taliban res-
pect the #humanrights of 
#artists,” she wrote. 

Agnes Callamard, the se-
cretary-general of Amnesty 
International, similarly de-
cried the killing. 

“There is mounting evi-
dence that the Taliban of 
2021 is the same as the in-
tolerant, violent, repressive 
Taliban of 2001,” she wrote 
on Twitter. “20 years later. 
Nothing has changed on that 
front.” 

Meanwhile on Sunday, 
private banks across Afgha-
nistan resumed their opera-
tions. However, they limited 
withdrawals to no more than 
the equivalent of $200 a day. 

While some complained 
of still being unable to ac-
cess their money, govern-
ment employees say they 
haven’t been paid over the 
last four months. The Afgha-
ni traded around 90.5 to $1, 
continuing its depreciation 
as billions of dollars in the 
country’s reserves remain 
frozen overseas.  MDT/AP

transfer cases are taken off the 
transport plane that returns 
them to American soil. 

Aside from the quiet 
commands of honor guards 
who carry the transfer cases, 
the short prayers of the cha-
plain typically are the only 
words spoken during the ri-
tual. 

Like his three most recent 
predecessors as presidents, 
who all attended dignified 
transfers for troops killed in 
the nearly 20-year-old Afgha-
nistan war, Biden is expected 
to meet with the families of 
the fallen before returning to 
Washington. MDT/AP

Biden to pay respects to US troops killed in Kabul
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The Born Loser by Chip Sansom
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omACROSS 1-  Adjust to zero; 6- Girder type; 10- Small batteries; 14- Relative by 

marriage; 15- Volcano shape; 16- Navel buildup; 17- Maker of Pong; 18- The wolf ___ 
the door; 19- Single; 20- After taxes; 21- Impressive; 24- Tab grabber; 26- Halogen 
element; 27- Person whose religion is Judaism; 28- Paddled boat; 30- Hitching post?; 
33- What girls will be; 34- Hot time in Paris; 37- Burrow; 38- Measured with a watch; 39- 
Natural blue dye; 40- Paranormal letters; 41- Ancient physician; 42- Like non-oyster 
months; 43- Constructed; 44- Genealogy word; 45- Horrify; 48- Bread-like item made 
of Quaker product?; 52- Pathfinder; 55- It’s in the genes; 56- Trent of the Senate; 57- 
Vintner’s prefix; 58- Aconcagua’s range; 60- Busy as ___; 61- High time?; 62- Begrime; 
63- Dispatch; 64- Feminizing suffix; 65- Iota preceder;
 
DOWN 1- Cheerful; 2- Computer key; 3- Roofing stone; 4- Van Gogh had one later 
in life; 5- Tornado; 6- More remote; 7- Winter pear; 8- Med school subj.; 9- Kept; 10- 
Refer indirectly; 11- Garlic sauce; 12- Kofi of 
the U.N.; 13- One cubic meter; 22- Sunday 
seat; 23- Masked critter; 25- Slightly open; 
28- Celestial body; 29- Traditional prayer 
ending; 30- Pub preference; 31- ___ Cruces, 
NM; 32- Apex; 33- Volition; 34- Chemical 
ending; 35- ___ the season...; 36- Overhead 
trains; 38- Coccyx; 39- One of the Baldwins; 
41- Aquatic bird; 42- Withdraw; 43- Teased; 
44- Not for a Scot; 45- Collection of maps; 
46- Investigation; 47- Communion plate; 
48- Form of oxygen; 49- Discombobulate; 
50- Prepared to pray; 51- Gut course; 53- 
Boxer Spinks; 54- Presently; 59- Yokohama 
drama; 

Friday’s solution

Emergency calls  999
Fire department 28 572 222
PJ (Open line) 993
PJ (Picket) 28 557 775
PSP 28 573 333
Customs 28 559 944
S. J. Hospital 28 313 731
Kiang Wu Hospital 28 371 333
Commission Against 
Corruption (CCAC) 28326 300
IAM 28 387 333
Tourism 28 333 000
Airport 59 888 88

Taxi 28 939 939 /  2828 3283
Water Supply – Report 2822 0088
Telephone – Report 1000
Electricity – Report 28 339 922
Macau Daily Times 28 716 081
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Mar. 21-Apr. 19
You may have ignored or 
neglected your mate lately. You 
could expand your circle of  friends 
if  you get involved in unusual 
activities. Do things you enjoy 
instead of  being a chameleon.

Apr. 20-May. 20
Enlist coworkers in order to get the 
job done on time. You may have 
been trying to do too much, leaving 
yourself  exhausted and open 
to colds and infections. Sudden 
romance could end just as quickly. 

TaurusAries

May. 21-Jun. 21
Don’t be afraid to lay your 
cards on the table. Take a look 
at your legal position. Don’t be 
too confident that coworkers are 
on your side. Recognition will be 
yours if  you meet your deadline. 

Jun. 22-Jul. 22
Your personal life is going through 
a state of  confusion. You must use 
discretion when talking to others. 
Gambling should not be an 
option. You may be overreacting 
to personal problems. 

CancerGemini

Jul. 23-Aug. 22
Residential moves will also be 
advantageous for all concerned. 
Older family members may try to put 
unreasonable demands on you. You 
will have difficulties spreading yourself  
between your work and your home. 

Aug. 23-Sep. 22
You are best not to retaliate if  
members of  your household 
are trying to pick a fight. 
Disappointments regarding partners 
will be subject to the way you react to 
their personal comments. 

Leo Virgo

Sep.23-Oct. 22
Listen to the complaints of  others. 
Tie up your personal papers or 
push to have legal settlements 
completed. Friends from your past 
may come back into your life. 

Oct. 23-Nov. 21
Direct your energy wisely. 
Today will be hectic. There’ll 
be difficulties if  you spend 
too much. Moneymaking 
opportunities will surface.

Libra Scorpio

Nov. 22-Dec. 21
Pleasure trips will be a form of  
healing for your emotional state 
of  mind. Finish projects that have 
been hanging over your head. 
Things are looking up. 

Dec. 22-Jan. 19
You may have to take a short 
trip to visit someone who 
hasn’t been well. You may find 
that your mate is well aware of  
the circumstances. 

Sagittarius Capricorn

Feb.19-Mar. 20
Your partner will be emotionally 
unable to cope. Don’t let your 
jealous imagination play games 
with you. You need to get out if  you 
want to meet potential partners. 

Jan. 20-Feb. 18
Get out and about. You may 
want to tell someone how you 
really feel. If  you are in the 
midst of  a financial deal, this is 
your lucky day. 

  Aquarius Pisces



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
30.08.2021 mon

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

page 10
ADVERTISEMENT 廣告



www.macaudailytimes.com.mo
mon 30.08.2021

MACAU’S LEADING NEWSPAPER

SPORTS體育

page 11

 ad

AP
 P

H
O

TO

FOOTBALL

Ronaldo 
makes 
sensational 
return to 
Man United

STEVE DOUGLAS 

C
RISTIANO Ro-
naldo is heading 
back to Manches-
ter United, the 

team that turned him into 
a global superstar.

In a fast-moving deal 
that stunned the world of 
soccer, Ronaldo secured a 
return to Old Trafford on 
Friday — a day after telling 
Juventus he no longer wan-
ted to play for the Italian 
club.

“Welcome back, Cris-
tiano,” read a tweet posted 
by United. Within minutes, 
the club’s official website 
had crashed.

Ronaldo is 36 years old, a 
completely different player 
to the skinny, outrageously 
skillful 17-year-old winger 
who first arrived at Uni-
ted from Sporting Lisbon 
in 2003 with a box of tri-
cks but little end product. 
In the following six years, 
he scored 118 goals in 292 
appearances and swiftly 
became one of the most 
fearsome strikers in the 
world, winning the first of 
his five FIFA world player 
of the year awards.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer, 
the current Man United 
manager, knows that all 
too well. He was once a 
teammate of Ronaldo.

“He is the greatest player 
of all time, definitely,” Sol-
skjaer said Friday after Ro-
naldo’s return was sealed.

Ronaldo will join for a 
fee of $17. 7 million, with 
$9.4 million in add-ons. 
The transfer is subject to 
agreement of personal ter-
ms, visa and a medical exa-
mination.

It is the latest blockbus-
ter move of the transfer 
window, coming barely two 
weeks after Lionel Messi — 
Ronaldo’s long-time rival 
— joined Paris Saint-Ger-
main after his contract at 
Barcelona expired. PSG 
forward Kylian Mbappe is 
also the subject of a bid of 
about $188 million from 
Real Madrid.

Yet Ronaldo returning to 
United was not long in the 
making.

Indeed, the team did not 
expect him to leave Juven-
tus in this transfer window 
and only made a move 
when it became clear he 
would be available.

On Thursday, Ronaldo 
met with Juventus coach 
Massimiliano Allegri and 
told him he wanted to lea-
ve the club where he had 
spent the last three years 
after joining from Madrid. 
He had one year left on his 
contract.

By Friday, Ronaldo was 
boarding a private jet from 
Turin to Lisbon, in his nati-
ve Portugal, and saying the 
world would soon be made 
aware of his next move.

By then, United was 
the clear front-runner af-
ter fierce rival Manches-

ter City pulled out of the 
running for his signature.

“Everyone at the club 
looks forward to welco-
ming Cristiano back to 
Manchester,” United said 
in a brief statement.

Ronaldo soon took to 
Instagram, saying he gave 
his “heart and soul for Ju-
ventus.”

“I’ll always love the 
city of Turin until my final 
days,” he wrote.

He never won the 
Champions League with 
Juventus, like he did with 
United in 2008 and four 
times with Madrid, but 
was the top scorer in Serie 
A for the last two seasons 
and scored 101 goals in 134 
appearances.

“In the end,” Ronaldo 
said, “we can all look back 
and realize that we achie-
ved great things, not all 
that we wanted, but still, 
we wrote a pretty beautiful 
story together.”

Solskjaer had already 
dropped hints that United 
would be trying to sign its 
former star when speaking 
at a news conference on 
Friday, revealing that its 
playmaker from Portu-
gal, Bruno Fernandes, had 
been talking to Ronaldo.

“Agent Bruno,” Fernan-
des later tweeted with a 
laughing emoji.

Before playing his first 
game back at United, Ro-
naldo will feature for Por-
tugal in World Cup quali-

fiers and has the chance to 
become the leading scorer 
in men’s international soc-
cer. He has 109 goals for his 

national team, tied with 
former Iran striker Ali Daei.

The landscape in En-
glish soccer has changed 
in the 12 years Ronaldo 
has been away. United and 
Chelsea were the top teams 
in the Premier League 
when he left, but Man City 
has been the dominant 
force over the past decade, 
winning the title five times 
from 2012.

City had been consi-
dering an option to buy 
Ronaldo after its top tar-
get, Harry Kane, said We-
dnesday he was staying 
at Tottenham for now. It 
would have been a con-
troversial move, conside-
ring Ronaldo’s past links 
with United, but City ma-
nager Pep Guardiola was 
downplaying the prospect 
on Friday — about the 
same time Solskjaer was 
sounding positive about 
United’s hopes.

It is not the first time 
United has beaten City to 
a player that both clubs 
apparently wanted. Ale-
xis Sanchez joined United 
in 2018 after appearing to 
be close to moving to City, 
while United was prepared 
to pay $97 million to sign 
Harry Maguire from Lei-
cester in 2019 — a sum City 
didn’t try to match.

United, which hasn’t 

won the Premier League 
since 2013, has also sig-
ned England winger Jadon 
Sancho and France center 
back Raphael Varane for 
a combined cost of about 
$150 million.

With Ronaldo also now 
joining the squad, there 
will be an expectation on 
Solskjaer to deliver a first 
trophy of his tenure that 
began in 2018.

Ronaldo’s work rate and 
pressing might be ques-
tionable in the twilight of 
his career but he remains 
a reliable and proven sco-
rer. With his five goals and 
one assist, he won the 
Golden Boot at this year’s 
European Championship 
despite only playing four 
games.

He is likely to share 
striker duties with another 
veteran player, 34-year-
-old Uruguay internatio-
nal Edinson Cavani, with 
exciting prospect Mason 
Greenwood — at 19, nearly 
half Ronaldo’s age — set to 
revert to playing as a wide 
forward in competition 
with Marcus Rashford and 
Sancho.

It is a short-term move by 
United, no doubt. But one 
that will shake up the Pre-
mier League and generate 
excitement inside the club’s 
vast fan base. MDT/AP
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Hurricane Ida winds hit 150 mph 
ahead of Louisiana strike

Hurricane Ida rapidly grew in strength yesterday, becoming 
a dangerous Category 4 hurricane just hours before hitting the 
Louisiana coast as emergency officials in the region grappled 
with opening shelters for displaced evacuees despite the risk of 
spreading the coronavirus.

As Ida moved through some of the warmest ocean water in the 
world in the northern Gulf of Mexico, its top winds grew by 45 
mph to 150 mph in five hours. The system was expected to make 

landfall early today [Macau time] on the exact date Hurricane 
Katrina ravaged Louisiana and Mississippi 16 years earlier.

The hurricane center said Ida is forecast to hit at 155 mph, just 
1 mph shy of a Category 5 hurricane. Only four Category 5 hurri-
canes have made landfall in the United States: Michael in 2018, 
Andrew in 1992, Camille in 1969 and the Labor Day Hurricane 
of 1935. Both Michael and Andrew were upgraded to category 5 
long after the storm hit with further review of damage.

OPINION
China Daily
Editorial, China Daily

Iran and Syria vowed 
yesterday to take “mighty 
steps” to confront U.S. 
sanctions imposed on 
the two regional allies, 
saying their relations will 
strengthen under Iran’s 
new leadership. The 
announcement was made 
by Iran’s new Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-
Abdollahian, was received 
at the airport a visit to 
Damascus by his Syrian 
counterpart, Faisal Mekdad.

Belarus has ordered the 
closure of the country’s 
largest independent 
journalists’ organization, the 
latest move by authorities 
to suppress critical 
reporting in a yearlong 
crackdown on dissent. 
Friday’s order by the 
country’s supreme court 
to liquidate the Belarusian 
Association of Journalists 
follows the jailing of some 
30 journalists, raids on 
newspaper offices, blocking 
the websites of major 
independent media and 
closing the PEN Center 
writers’ organization that 
was headed by Nobel 
literature laureate Svetlana 
Alexieveich.

Germany Protesters 
filled the capital again on 
Saturday to demonstrate 
against the government’s 
coronavirus measures, 
despite bans against 
several gatherings. Police 
had banned nine planned 
demonstrations for 
Saturday, including one 
from the Stuttgart-based 
Querdenker movement, the 
most visible anti-lockdown 
movement in Germany, 
which united a disparate 
mix of those opposing 
vaccinations, coronavirus 
deniers and right-wing 
extremists. A court ruled in 
favor of allowing one event, 
planned for 500 people.

US military aircraft are 
now ferrying food, tarps 
and other material into 
southern Haiti amid a 
shift in the international 
relief effort to focus on 
helping people in the areas 
hardest hit by the recent 
earthquake to make it 
through the hurricane 
season. Aircraft flying out of 
the capital, Port-au-Prince, 
arrived throughout the day 
Saturday in the mostly rural, 
mountainous southern 
peninsula that was the 
epicenter of the Aug. 14 
earthquake. 
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Party stands firm 
in its ideals and 
convictions

As some Western powers spare no effort 
to smear the Communist Party of China 
for their narrow ends, the publication 
the Publicity Department of the CPC 
Central Committee issued on Thursday 
comes at exactly the right time to set the 
record straight.

“The CPC: Its Mission and Contribu-
tions” summarizes all the struggles, 
sacrifices and achievements the Party 
has made in seeking happiness for the 
Chinese people and the rejuvenation of 
the Chinese nation since its founding in 
1921.

These are its aspiration and mission, 
and the CPC, which has never represen-
ted any interest group, unlike the parties 
in developed countries that represent 
the interests of certain groups, has uni-
ted and led the Chinese people to realize 
the most extensive and profound social 
changes in the history of the Chinese na-
tion.

By applying the guiding theories of 
Marxism and the principle of seeking 
truth from facts to address the practical 
needs of the country, the Party has made 
a series of innovations in theory and 
practice that have enabled China to ca-
tch up with the times.

Socialism with Chinese characteristics 
is a virtuous circle of theoretical break-
throughs, tried and tested and applied. 
This has enabled the Party to raise the 
living standards of the Chinese people 
from bare subsistence to an overall level 
of moderate prosperity, and to transform 
the country into the world’s second-lar-
gest economy.

This process has also helped to main-
tain the vitality of the Party, as it has ne-
ver ceased in its efforts to improve itself. 
And this has enabled it to overcome one 
test after another, and stay true to its ori-
ginal aspiration and mission.

As such, the difficulties it has faced 
and overcome, instead of weakening it, 
have strengthened it. That is true today, 
as its adaptability, governance capacity 
and leadership capabilities continue to 
be enhanced in the face of the current 
challenges.

It is no accident that the Party has deve-
loped from a small political organization 
with just a few dozen members to beco-
me the largest ruling party in the world 
with more than 95 million members.

The great development achievements 
the country has made have driven home 
the point that the Party, which was cho-
sen by history and the people, was and is 
the right choice for the country.

To realize national rejuvenation and 
a better life for the Chinese people, the 
Party has remained true to what General 
Secretary of the CPC Central Committee 
Xi Jinping has succinctly described as 
“its great struggle, great project, great 
cause, and great dream”. No matter how 
the world changes, the Party will always 
uphold and act on the values shared by 
all human beings — peace, develop-
ment, fairness, justice, democracy and 
freedom.

The Party will carry forward the spirit 
of internationalism, and always stand on 
the right side of history, and work to bui-
ld a new type of international relations to 
realize a global community with a shared 
future.

MICROSOFT says it 
has fixed a flaw in its 

cloud computing platform 
that cybersecurity resear-
chers warned could have 
enabled hackers to take 
over a cloud-based databa-
se product used by many 
big companies.

The company said last 
week there’s no evidence 
the potential opening was 
exploited by malicious ac-
tors or that any customer 
data was exposed. 

The cybersecurity firm 
Wiz, led by former Micro-
soft employees, said it dis-
covered what it called an 
“unprecedented critical 
vulnerability” in Micro-
soft’s Azure cloud plat-
form and notified the tech 
giant earlier in August. 
Microsoft paid the firm a 
bounty for the discovery 
and said it immediately 

fixed the problem.
If exploited, the flaw 

could have affected “thou-
sands of organizations, in-
cluding numerous Fortune 
500 companies,” according 
to a blog post  from Wiz, 
which is based in Israel and 
California. Microsoft said 
it affected only a subset of 
customers using the pro-
duct. 

Microsoft has already 
been in the hot seat over 
the hack of its Exchange 
email servers disclosed in 
March and blamed on Chi-
nese spies. Its code was also 
abused to rifle through the 
emails of U.S. officials in 
an earlier hack pinned on 
Russian intelligence agents 
and more commonly as-
sociated with the software 
company SolarWinds.

The cloud platform vul-
nerability disclosed this 

week, while apparently 
causing no harm, raised 
concerns about the securi-
ty of cloud services provi-
ded by the tech industry, 
which businesses and go-
vernments increasingly 
rely on.

After a White Hou-
se cybersecurity summit 
Thursday, Microsoft ple-
dged it would invest $20 
billion in cybersecurity 
over the next five years 
and make available $150 
million in technical servi-
ces to help local govern-
ments upgrade their de-
fenses.

Federal lawmakers 
earlier in the year insis-
ted that Microsoft swiftly 
upgrade security to what 
they say it should have 
provided in the first place, 
and without fleecing tax-
payers. MDT/AP

Microsoft fixes cloud 
platform vulnerability 
after warning
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Younaika rests next to her mother Jertha Ylet, who was injured in the earthquake one week prior, at 
the Immaculate Conception Hospital in Haiti. The 7.2 magnitude quake brought down their house 

in Camp-Perrin, killing Ylet’s father and two other relatives and seriously injuring her brother.

AP Photo/Matias Delacroix THE DECISIVE MOMENT


